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Education theorist Popkewitz (1987) noted that what is not included in the history of 
education is just as telling as what gets to be told. Toward the centering of race, Milner (2006) 

success both pre- and post-desegregation for insights about how all teachers can deepen and 
broaden their knowledge and understanding to better meet the needs and situations of students at 

 
Henry (2006) highlighted the powerful nature of oral history in collecting the stories of 

marginalized groups, as this methodology honors the generative power of spoken word, which 
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Our 
oral histories intend to offer a meaningful historical foundation for understanding the 
contemporary racialized experiences and practice of Black mathematics educators. 

 In short, we wondered whether these 
teachers demonstrated the characteristics described in Ladson- The 
Dreamkeepers: Successful Teachers of African American Children (2009). Just as there is 
evidence of enduring institutional racism in schools  a legacy of the history of segregated 
schooling -we queried whether there was there evidence of enduring teaching ideologies and 
common behaviors that historically helped students achieve academic success overall and 
mathematics success specifically while maintaining a positive identity as African Americans 
(Ladson-Billings, 2009). Our research team explores how the past and the present communicate 
with one another to shape educational policies. 



Proceedings of the 41st Annual Meeting of PME-NA 1571

 
Otten, S., Candela, A. G., de Araujo, Z., Haines, C., & Munter, C. (2019). Proceedings of the forty-first annual 

meeting of the North American Chapter of the International Group for the Psychology of Mathematics 
Education. St Louis, MO: University of Missouri. 

 



Proceedings of the 41st Annual Meeting of PME-NA 1572

 
Otten, S., Candela, A. G., de Araujo, Z., Haines, C., & Munter, C. (2019). Proceedings of the forty-first annual 

meeting of the North American Chapter of the International Group for the Psychology of Mathematics 
Education. St Louis, MO: University of Missouri. 

 



Proceedings of the 41st Annual Meeting of PME-NA 1573

 
Otten, S., Candela, A. G., de Araujo, Z., Haines, C., & Munter, C. (2019). Proceedings of the forty-first annual 

meeting of the North American Chapter of the International Group for the Psychology of Mathematics 
Education. St Louis, MO: University of Missouri. 

 



Proceedings of the 41st Annual Meeting of PME-NA 1574

 
Otten, S., Candela, A. G., de Araujo, Z., Haines, C., & Munter, C. (2019). Proceedings of the forty-first annual 

meeting of the North American Chapter of the International Group for the Psychology of Mathematics 
Education. St Louis, MO: University of Missouri. 

 

Acknowledgments  
This research was supported by the National Science Foundation. 

pedagogical excellence: Exemplar practice for teacher education. Journal of Teacher Education, 69(40), 341-
353. doi/full/10.1177/0022487118761881 

Battey, D., Levya, L.A., Williams, I., Belizario, V.A., Greco, R., & Shah, R. (2018) Racial (mis)match in middle 
school mathematics classrooms. Harvard Educational Review,88(4), 455-482. 



Proceedings of the 41st Annual Meeting of PME-NA 1575

 
Otten, S., Candela, A. G., de Araujo, Z., Haines, C., & Munter, C. (2019). Proceedings of the forty-first annual 

meeting of the North American Chapter of the International Group for the Psychology of Mathematics 
Education. St Louis, MO: University of Missouri. 

 

Battey, D. & Levya, L.A. (2016). A framework for understanding whiteness in mathematics education. Journal of 
Urban Mathematics Education 9(2), 49 80.  

Bell, D. (2005). The racism is permanent thesis. In J. Stefancic & R. Delgado, The Derrick Bell Reader (pp. 79-84). 
New York, NY: New York University Press. 

Clark, L., Badertscher, E., & Napp, C. (2013). African American mathematics teachers as agents in their African 
Teachers College Record, 115(2), 1-36. 

Cook, D.A. (2015). Shifting the center in teacher education: An introduction to the specialissue on critical race 
theory and teacher education. The Urban Review 47, 233-236. doi.10.1007/s11256-014-0290-9 

D'Amico, D., Pawlewicz, R., Earley, P.,  and McGeehan, A.,  (2017) Where are all the Black teachers? 
Discrimination in the teacher labor market. Harvard Educational Review, 87(1), 26-49. 

A Soulful Christmas. Los 
Angeles: King.  

Gillen, J. (2014) Educating for Insurgency: The roles of young people in schools of poverty. Oakland, CA: AK 
Press. 

Irvine, J. (1989). Beyond role models: An examination of cultural influences on the pedagogical perspectives of 
Black teachers. Peabody Journal of Education, 66(4), 51-63. doi:10.1080/01619568909538662 

Ladson-Billings, G. (2009). The dreamkeepers: Successful teachers of African American children (2nd ed.). San 
Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.  

Ladson- nice field like education? 
International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, 2(1), 7-24. doi:10.1080/095183998236863 

Llewellyn, K.R. & Ng-A-Fook, N. (Eds.). (2017). Introduction: Oral history education for twenty-first- century 
schooling. Oral history and education. New York, NY: Palgrave. 

Educational Foundations, 20(3/4), 
89-104. 

National Math and Science Initiative. (2016). Increasing the Achievement and Presence of Under-Represented 
Minorities in STEM Fields. Retrieved from  
https://www.nms.org/Portals/0/Docs/whitePaper/NACME%20white%20paper.pdf 

Neil, B. (2016). Using the 2011-12 Schools and Staff Survey, restricted file version, to identify factors associated 
with the intent for African American math teachers to turnover (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). City 
University of New York, New York, NY.  

Patton, M. Q. (2002). Qualitative research and evaluation methods (3rd edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, Inc.  
Popkewitz, T. S. (1987). Introduction. In T. Popkewitz (Ed.), The Formation of school subjects: The struggle for 

creating an American institution. New York, NY: Falmer Press. 
Siddle Walker, V. (2001). African American teaching in the South: 1940 1960 American Educational Research 

Journal, 38(4), 751-779. doi: 10.3102/00028312038004751 
Stanic, G., & Kilpatrick, J. (2003). A history of school mathematics. Reston, VA: National Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics. 
Solórzano, D. G. & Yosso, T. J. (2002). Critical race methodology: Counter-storytelling as an analytic framework 

for education research. Qualitative Inquiry, 8(1), 23-44. doi: 10.1177/107780040200800103 
United States Department of Education. (2016). Science, Technology, Engineering and Math: Education for Global 

Leadership. Retrieved from http://www.ed.gov/stem. 
  


