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Executive Summary

States continue to navigate the shift that came with the 1% threshold on participation in alter-
nate assessments based on alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS). This shift,
following the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) as the
Every Student SucceedsAct (ESSA) in 2015, limited participation in the AA-AAAS to students
with the “most significant cognitive disabilities.” Although states need to maintain the threshold
on participation in AA-AAAS, they are not allowed to infringe on the decision making of indi-
vidualized education program (IEP) teams. To assist IEP teams in their decision making, states
have attempted to create clear definitions, guidelines, and decision-making tools.

This report provides an updated review of state criteria and guidelines for participation in AA-
AAAS. We analyze state criteria for participation and factors not to use as the basis of decision
making, as well as how states define students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities.”
As the resources on state websites have increased, topics covered have expanded to include
other information found in the criteria and guidelines: information for parents/guardians, English
learner (EL) considerations, and exemptions from participation in the AA-AAAS.

This report also compares current findings to results from the previous review, conducted in
2017. There was an overall increase in information available for this review, including nearly
twice as many states with an explicit definition of students with the “most significant cognitive
disabilities” or “‘significant cognitive disabilities” (N=36, compared to N=17 in 2017). Although
our findings showed that the top participation criteria states use and listed not to use, as well as
the definition components of students taking AA-AAAS, did not substantially change from the
previous report, there were additional criteria and factors found that reflected broader topics
(e.g., consequences of the decision).

Across states in this analysis, the most frequently mentioned criteria for participation in AA-
AAAS remained: (a) significantly affected cognitive and adaptive function (N=50), (b) extensive
individualized instruction or supports (N=49), and (c) alternate or modified curriculum standards
(N=49). The most common factors states required IEP teams not to use in participation deci-
sions were: (a) disability label, placement, or service (N=45); (b) social, cultural, linguistic, or
environmental factor (N=45); and (c) excessive absences (N=44). In the 36 states that met the
criteria of having an explicit definition of “significant cognitive disabilities,” the most common
components of their definitions were: (a) “significant cognitive deficits” (N=35) and (b) “poor
adaptive skill level” (N=34).

Other information found in state materials addressed such topics as informed parent consent,
considerations for ELs, and exemptions. We describe the extent to which states explicitly ad-
dressed parents in decision-making forms and procedures, and the information that states ex-
plicitly say needs to be shared with parents. In addition, some states had new mentions of EL.



considerations in their materials, including a few that addressed criteria used for AA-AAAS
in relation to alternate English language proficiency (ELP) assessments and vice versa. A few
states also addressed whether to exempt students who have no current reliable response or to
provide another tier of assessment for those students.

This report also addresses whether there are substantive differences between some states’ defini-
tion of ““most significant” cognitive disabilities and other states’ definitions of simply “significant”
cognitive disabilities. Finally, we summarize the growing body of training materials and tools
provided by states to help local IEP teams make decisions for student participation in AA-AAAS.
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Overview

In response to the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) in 2015, states have worked to modify and clarify
their policies on participation in alternate assessments based on alternate academic achieve-
ment standards (AA-AAAS). Prior to ESSA, states were allowed to count 1% of students as
proficient using AA-AAAS; after ESSA, states were allowed to have no more than 1.0% of
students participate in AA-AAAS. This change to federal law increased the need for states to
clearly communicate who the students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities” are and
to offer decision-making tools that help individualized education program (IEP) teams avoid
misidentifying students for the AA-AAAS.

The National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) analyzed state AA-AAAS participa-
tion policies in 2017 (Thurlow et al., 2017). After providing a history of AA-AAAS, starting
with the reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) in 1997, the
2017 NCEO report documented the concerns related to the students participating in AA-AAAS
since that time (e.g., the possible inappropriate identification of students in certain disability
categories, such as specific learning disabilities, for participation in AA-AAAS). That report
also cited studies that examined learner characteristics and state assessment participation poli-
cies, with specific attention to AA-AAAS criteria (Albus & Thurlow, 2012; Musson et al., 2010;
Towles-Reeves & Kearns, 2012; Thurlow, Scott, & Ysseldyke, 1995; Towles-Reeves, Kearns,
Kleinert, & Kleinert, 2009).

NCEQO’s 2017 report on AA-AAAS participation criteria found that all states, as well as the
District of Columbia (hereafter referred to as a state), had participation guidelines at the start of
the 2017-18 school year, and that the three most common participation criteria were: (a) signifi-
cant cognitive disabilities or low intellectual and adaptive functioning; (b) extensive, intensive,
individualized instruction and supports; and (c) use of an alternate or modified curriculum. The
most common factors that states instructed IEP teams not to use as the basis for participation
decisions were: (a) social, cultural, linguistic, or environmental factors, such as English learner
(EL) status; (b) excessive absences; (c) poor performance or impact on the accountability sys-
tem; and (d) disability label, placement, or services. Although all 51 states had participation
guidelines, only 17 states had explicit definitions of “students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities” in online materials.

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on state participation criteria and guidelines
for AA-AAAS. As the resources on state websites have increased, our coverage of topics they
address has expanded. In this report, we analyze the same primary elements used in our previous
report: criteria for participation, factors identified by states not to use as the basis for decisions,
formats of resources provided, and the existence of explicit definitions of students with “signifi-
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cant cognitive disabilities.” To these we add analyses of information covered in state documents
about AA-AAAS participation: the type of information provided to parents, the extent to which
ELs are addressed, and the inclusion of information about exemptions.

Method

In January and February 2019, NCEO staff searched the websites of state education agencies
to collect AA-AAAS policy information in the following areas: (a) participation criteria for the
AA-AAAS; (b) factors that should not be used in making decisions; (c) the format in which
information was presented; (d) the definition of ““student with a significant cognitive disability”;
and (e) other notes. Items in (e) other notes included information provided to parents, informa-
tion about ELs, and exemptions. The information was summarized and entered into verification
forms that were sent to the states.

The collected documents included the most recently dated materials of the following types: test
administration manuals, accessibility manuals, participation guideline documents, state home
pages for the AA-AAAS, state materials for parents on the AA-AAAS (including Frequently
Asked Questions — FAQ —pages online), and professional development materials for educators
such as webinar or module transcripts.

For a state to count as having a definition of students with significant cognitive disabilities,
one of its documents needed to explicitly provide a definition (e.g., “students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities are...”). Usually these definitions were found in companion
text for tools, although a few were included in descriptive text within tools (e.g., a graphic
showing participation criteria). Repeated participation criteria were not enough to be counted
as a definition for this analysis.

In March 2019, verification emails were sent to the special education directors of the 51 states.
These email requests were sent with tables summarizing policy on participation in AA-AAAS
for state review (see Appendices A and B for examples). Twenty-one (41.2%) states responded
to the verification request.

Results

Participation Criteria for AA-AAAS

All 51 states had participation criteria for AA-AAAS online. Criteria were defined as elements
that needed to be present for a student to participate in AA-AAAS. For example, if a state re-
quired that a parent or guardian be informed of the effects of the decision in order for a student
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to participate, this was counted as a criterion for participation. Nine criteria were identified that
were shared by at least two states; an “other” category encompassed all additional criteria. Figure
1 shows the most frequently mentioned criteria: significantly affected cognitive and adaptive
function (N=50), extensive individualized instruction or supports (N=49), alternate or modified
curriculum standards (N=49), has disability or IEP (N=49), and parent is informed (N=26). To
view the details by state, and the specific notes for the “other” category, see Appendix C.

Criteria mentioned by 12 or fewer states included: cannot show learning on general assess-
ment, affects post-school outcomes, reference to standard deviation on test (i.e., assessments
of cognitive or adaptive functioning), and no reading skills or student expression not through
oral or written communication.

Figure 1. AA-AAAS Participation Criteria (N=51)

Significantly affected cognitive and adaptive
function
Extensive individualized instruction and/ or
supports

Alternate or modified curriculum standards NN 49

A 50
A 49

Has disability or IEP - 49
Parent informed NG 26
Other NN 17
Cannot show learning on general assessment I 12
Affects post school outcomes M 3

Reference to standard deviation ontest [l 3

No reading skills or expression not through

. . . 2
oral/ written communication A

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55
Number of States

States listed many sources of possible evidence in their state policies and forms to encourage
multiple perspectives of a student’s abilities and skills for each of the criteria areas. Examples
of some of these sources of evidence included (see Appendix C for details):

* Results of individual cognitive ability test

* Results of adaptive behavior skills assessment
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* Results of individual and group administered achievement tests
* Results of informal assessment

* Results of individual reading assessments

* Results of district-wide alternate assessments

* Results of language assessments including English language proficiency (ELP) assess-
ments, if applicable

* Examples of curriculum, instructional objectives, and materials, including work samples
from both school and community-based instruction

* Present levels of academic and functional performance, goals, and objectives from the IEP
* Data from scientific research-based interventions

* Progress monitoring data

* Teacher-collected data and checklists

* Transition plan for students age 16 and older unless state policy or the IEP team determines
a younger age is appropriate

Factors Not to Use as Basis for AA-AAAS Decisions

Forty-six states identified factors not to be used as the basis for decisions to participate in AA-
AAAS. The factors most frequently mentioned in state materials are shown in Figure 2. Of the
states that listed factors not to use, nearly all included the following: disability label, place-
ment, or service (N=45); social, cultural, linguistic, or environmental factor (N=45); excessive
absences (N=44); and poor performance or impact on accountability system (N=43). Other
factors mentioned frequently in state policies were: administrator decision (N=38), foreseen
disruptive behavior (N=37), foreseen emotional duress (N=35), EL status (N=30), and need
for accommodations (N=29). Other factors, mentioned in fewer than 10 states’ policies, were:
certain disabilities (e.g., specific learning disabilities), reference to 1.0% cap, using 1Q scores
alone, and an “other” category. For more details on the data in Figure 2, see Appendix D.

Of the 45 states that listed “social, cultural, linguistic or environmental factors,” among charac-
teristics not to use, 29 of them made the additional distinction of listing “English learner status”
separately. In one state, counted as having both criteria, the two criteria were found not in the
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same document but in two different ones that appeared to be used concurrently. A few states
that mentioned EL status also added text addressing the appropriate use of this factor in mak-
ing decisions about participation in the state’s alternate ELP assessment, discussed later in this
report. Seventeen states listed only one criterion: one state listed EL status only, and 16 states
listed social, cultural, linguistic, or environmental factors only.

Another combination of closely related factors was states’ mention of “administrator decision”
and the “1% cap.” Of the 38 states that listed administrator decision, three states also separately
mentioned the 1% cap. One state referenced the 1% cap only.

Figure 2. Factors Not to be Used as Basis of Decisions for AA-AAAS Participation (N=46)

Disability label, placement or service IS 45
Social, cultural, linguistic or environmental factor TR 45
Excessive absences IS 44
Poor performance or impact on accountability system IS 43
Administrator decision IEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE——— 38
Foreseen disruptive behavior IS 37
Foreseen emotional duress IS 35
English learner status NS 30
Need for accommodations INEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE— 29
Other disabilities (e.g. SLD) nm——m 7
Other mmm 4
1% cap reference Wl 4

IQ scores alone W 2

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
Number of States

Format of Participation Criteria for AA-AAAS

All 51 states communicated information about making participation decisions for AA-AAAS,
but they did so using different formats, which are listed in Figure 3. Most states offered some
type of descriptive text or checklist (N=40) for IEP teams to use during decision making. Often,
states paired the descriptive text in a companion document, or within the same document as the
checklist. About half of the states provided a decision tree or flow chart (N=25). A handful of
states offered information in other formats, including guideline charts or factor lists, on-demand
training with audio/visual components or webinars, student case examples, PowerPoint slides, or
rubrics. See Appendix E for more details on Figure 3. For examples of state tools, see Appendix F.
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Figure 3. Format of Criteria for Participation in AA-AAAS (N=51)

Checklist I 40
Description/ text I 40
Flow chart/ decision tree NN 25
Other guide chart or figure I 5
Training audio/visual, webinar [l 4
Case examples M 3
PowerPoint slides [l 3
Rubric 1l 2

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45
Number of States

Several decision flow charts included information not typical in other states, such as brief
mentions of language or communication skills, to direct decision-makers to choose alternate
ELP assessments or to provide guidance on how to select the proper version of AA-AAAS for
students (e.g., for those who have no reliable demonstration of communication).

Two states used rubrics that paired questions about decision criteria areas with a continuum of
defining characteristics, along with instructions on how to interpret the results for participa-
tion. This differs from typical yes or no checklists, instead presenting shades of meaning for
each criterion. The two states used nearly identical rubrics, but provided different guidance to
interpret the answers to determine participation (see example below of one of the five sections
of rubrics in a state tool).

3. Does the data review provide evidence of significant cognitive disability (a parson’s abliity to reason,
plan, solve problams, think abstractly, comprehend complex ideas. learn quickly and leam from
EparisncE)T

____ Presence of ___ Crocumentation ___ Evigence thata ___ Evidence thata
disabiity docwmenied | shows the lzamer may | cognitive disabidy cognitree: disability

fio Evidenos Bhat & have benchmank and interferes with leaming significantly inbarfaras with
cognitive desability disgnostic data that grade-level skills and leaming grade-lavel skills
irterfares with show 8 wide skill gag in | concepis. Goals and and concepts. Prasence of

lmarming; goals and reading. Prascriptive, objeciives address grade | goals and objectives o
objectives that are direct and systematic | level scademic skills and | support acquisifion of

designed 1o suppar imsbruction is present in | concepis Through expressive and receplive

lemmners in leaming the IEP, {Moke, exfended slandards and language and

prade-level skils and | Complax reading learning progressions commumitation skils and'or

concepts in the difficufties do not guealify sansorymotor Sccass for

slandards. the lEamed &8 Raving & achive paicipaten and
significant cognitive engagemant akgred with
disabdity. grada-level concepts.

Ohio Department of Education (2018, November). Companion to Participation Guidelines and
Decision-Making Flowchart.
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States varied in the amount of direction given to determine participation, with some indicating
how many “yes” responses would indicate that the student should participate in the AA-AAAS.
See Appendix G for a list of links to examples of state tools and professional development of-
ferings.

Definitions of Significant Cognitive Disabilities

In this section, we present the number of states that had an explicit definition of the students who
are eligible to take AA-AAAS. To be counted as having an explicit definition, states needed to
use definitive phrasing, such as “students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are...”
or “significant cognitive disabilities are characterized by....” This included instances in which
states used an explicit definition structure to convey variability. We counted definitions using
this phrasing in any publicly available documents, regardless of whether they were guidelines
or tools. We did not count lists of characteristics or textual descriptions if they did not use ex-
plicit phrasing.

Figure 4 shows the 36 states found to have explicit definitions. We distinguish between those
states that used the term students with “significant cognitive disabilities” (N=12) or “most sig-
nificant cognitive disabilities” (N=24) in their definitions.

Figure 4. States with Explicit Definitions of Students with Significant and Most Significant
Cognitive Disabilities

WA MT ND NH
\ - p
M
SD

v WY IA M MA
KS
% Al N CT
" OK NC DE
NM S C MD
TX LA GA &CD

HI ?) @ States with “most significant” in definition (N=12)
=
> States with “significant” in definition (N=24)
> States without an explicit definition (N=15)
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The following are some examples of definitions found in state materials:

“A student with a significant cognitive disability is one who has records that indicate a
disability or multiple disabilities that significantly impact intellectual functioning and
adaptive behavior. Adaptive behavior is defined as actions essential for an individual to live
independently and to function safely in daily life. Having a significant cognitive disability
is not determined by an IQ test score, but rather a holistic understanding of a student.”
(District of Columbia)

“...the designation of ‘the most significant cognitive disability’ is left to the professional
judgment of the school psychologist and other professionals contributing to the body of
evidence gathered during the evaluation and considered by the IEP Team. Generally, such
students can be characterized as having intellectual functioning well below average (typi-
cally associated with cognitive measures indicating an I1Q below 55, / 3.0 standard devia-
tions or more below the mean) that exists concurrently with deficits in adaptive functioning.
This reference is only offered to help distinguish between students who meet eligibility
criteria to receive special education services as a student with an Intellectual Disability and
students with the most significant cognitive disability. The words ‘typically associated with
IQ below 55’ allow for some district/school flexibility; it is not intended to be an absolute
requirement. For students with IQ measured in the 55-70 range, additional factors related
to the severity and impact of the disability must be taken into account when considering
the selection of alternate academic achievement standards and assessment.” (Colorado)

“Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are typically characterized by
significantly below average general cognitive functioning. This commonly includes a
student with intelligence test scores two or more standard deviations below the mean on
a standardized individually administered intelligence test, occurring with commensurate
deficits in adaptive behavior that are frequently also evident in early childhood. Further,
the cognitive disability must significantly impact the child’s educational performance and
ability to generalize learning from one setting to another. Students with the most signifi-
cant cognitive disabilities in general require highly specialized education and/or social,
psychological, and medical services to access an educational program. These students may
also rely on adults for personal care and have medical conditions that require physical/
verbal supports, and assistive technology devices. These intensive and on-going supports
and services are typically provided directly by educators and are delivered across all edu-
cational settings.” (Oregon)

“The term ‘significant cognitive disability’ is not a new separate category of disability. It
is a designation given to a small number of students with disabilities for purposes of par-
ticipation in the statewide student assessment program. This subgroup of students referred
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to in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act as having ‘significant cognitive disabilities’ constitutes less than one percent
of the student population. The students are (1) within one or more of the existing categories
of disability under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (e.g., intellectual
disability, autism, multiple disabilities, traumatic brain injury); and (2) whose cognitive
impairments affect adaptive function and may prevent them from attaining grade-level
achievement standards, even with systematic instruction.” (Kansas)

* “As presented in the participation criteria for the alternate assessment, a student has a
significant cognitive disability if their records indicate a disability or multiple disabilities
that significantly impacts intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior. This is not to
say that IQ score cannot be a consideration and one piece of evidence when determining
eligibility, but it should never be used in isolation. And no specific IQ cut score should be
inferred as defining eligibility.” (Ohio)

The list of all state definitions gathered for use in this analysis is included in Appendix H.

Components of State Definitions

The components that states used to define the population taking AA-AAAS are shown in Fig-
ure 5. (See Appendix I for additional detail.) Figure 5 includes only those 36 states that met
our criteria of having an explicit definition. Nearly all state definitions included “significant
cognitive deficits” (N=35) and “poor adaptive skill level” (N=34). Most of these states noted
pervasive needs across settings or time (N=23), followed by not basing decisions solely on IQ
scores (N=19) and the need for extensive, individualized, direct instruction (N=16). About a
third of the definitions included students not being able to reach grade level standards (N=13),
referencing an IQ or adaptive test score (N=10), or another component (N=10).
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Figure 5. Components of State Definitions of Significant Cognitive Disabilities

Significant cognitive deficits NI 35
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Five states included in their definitions considerations of whether a student needed certain
accommodations, such as communication devices or assistive technology. Five or fewer states
included factors not to consider when determining whether a student has a “significant” or
“most significant” cognitive disability: certain disabilities; excessive absences; and social,

cultural, or economic factors.

Of those states referencing IQ scores in their definitions, whether or not they were ex-
plicit about the holistic use of scores, eight used the “most significant cognitive dis-
abilities” phrasing but cited very different 1Qs to be considered eligible for the AA-
AAAS. The IQs ranged from 2 to 3 standard deviations below the mean. There were
no clear differences in the definition components between the states that defined
“significant cognitive disabilities” and “most significant cognitive disabilities.”

Parent Information in Alternate Assessment Materials

Twenty-six states had some level of information about informing parents or guardians about what
student participation in AA-AAAS means in terms of the type of standards used and the impact
on post-school outcomes, such as type of diplomas offered. This information was found in either
state participation criteria forms or accompanying text. The information varied in whether or
not parent permission had to be documented. Although some states required parent signatures
for students to take AA-AAAS, others required only members of the IEP team to sign.
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Figure 6 shows the number of states that included various elements of information for parents.
Almost all states that had information for parents clearly identified on the form that the student
would take the alternate assessment (N=25), and most were explicit about parents understanding
that the AA-AAAS measures student performance on alternate achievement standards (N=18).
Parent signatures or initials were required by most states (N=17). Although states often have
parents sign IEP forms separate from AA-AAAS decision forms (e.g., practices of using sig-
natures “on file” over time), the inclusion of these signatures were distinct for the purpose of
participation in the AA-AAAS. The potential impact on post-school outcomes, often specifying
diploma options available to students, was included in a majority of state forms (N=16). A small
number of states provided information for parents on what they could do if they disagreed with
an [EP team decision (N=3).

Figure 6. Parent Information (N=26)

Student will take alternate assessment _ 25
Mentions alternate standards _ 18
Parent/guardian signature or initials _ 17
Effect on diploma type _ 16

Inform of options if parent/ guardian does not agree - 3

0 5 10 15 20 25 30
Number of States

Although most states had requirements to “inform” parents, some expected a higher level of
interaction, using the term “understanding.” For example, one state specified a process of pro-
viding parents with an information booklet and ensuring that they were able to ask questions
about anything not understood. Although one state mentioned providing parents with informa-
tion about AA-AAAS reports in a language that they understand, no states mentioned linguistic
considerations for parents when making participation decisions. See Appendices J (how parent
is informed) and K (text of parent information) for further details.

One state included a requirement not only to inform parents but also to inform the student. In this
state, the only state to include such a requirement in the materials we reviewed, the student is to
be informed about what the decision to participate in the AA-AAAS would mean for the student.

NCEO 11



English Learner Mentions in AA-AAAS Materials

Twenty-six states had some mention of ELs or language considerations in their documents about
alternate assessment participation. Of these, 24 states had EL information focused on decisions
for the AA-AAAS; two states commented in these materials only about alternate ELP assess-
ment decisions. Of the 24 states, 22 states referenced ELs in their information on what type of
evidence to consider in meeting criteria for participation and two addressed the one-year EL.
testing exemption for English language arts (ELA).

Figure 7 shows the factors mentioned by the 24 states with EL information on decisions. The
highest number of states noted what may interfere with ELs being able to show their abilities,
including their adaptive skills (N=13) and English language proficiency (N=12). The latter cat-
egory included states that generally referred to performance on ELP assessments and one state
that specifically mentioned performance on alternate ELP assessments. A smaller number of
states (N=6) noted that ELs should be assessed for cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior
in their first language and with linguistic and sociocultural factors taken into account. The fol-
lowing is an example of such a requirement:

An English Learner should be considered for the alternate assessment if (a) his/her
intellectual functioning indicates a significant cognitive disability using assessments in
his/her home language as appropriate, and (b) he/she meets the alternate participation
guidelines. Assessments of adaptive behavior and communication should take into
account linguistic and sociocultural factors for valid interpretation of these assess-
ments. (IDEA Section 300.304(3)(c)(1) as cited in Maine, 2018, p. 6)

Figure 7. Mentions of EL or Language in AA-AAAS Criteria (N=24)

What may interfere in ELs showing abilities (e.g.,
adaptive tests)

ELassessments I 12

I 13

1Q tests in student's first language GGG 6
Language assessments [N 2
Alt. ELP assessment as criteria [ 2
One year EL exemption policy EEGEGE 2

Students only receiving EL services ineligible [l 1

Ensure native language needs met to show academic
performance

L |

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
Number of States
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Two states mentioned language assessments as potential evidence; because they did not specify
whether English or other languages were intended, we listed this as a component separate from
ELP assessments. Two states mentioned using alternate ELP assessment scores as criteria. Two
states mentioned the newly arrived ELs’ one year exemption from taking ELLA content assess-
ments. One state mentioned that if a student only received EL services they were ineligible, and
another state mentioned ensuring that all students have a personalized communication system
that includes native languages to demonstrate academic performance. For more details on data
in Figure 7, see Appendix L.

Four of the 24 states addressed criteria to use when making decisions about the participation
of ELs in the alternate ELP tests as well as AA-AAAS. Two of these states said the decision
made for a student to participate in the AA-AAAS would apply to alternate ELP assessments.
Likewise, one of those two states said if there was a decision for an EL to take the alternate ELP
assessment, the decision would apply to participation in the AA-AAAS. Another state indicated
that it had separate criteria for deciding whether ELs take the alternate ELP assessment and
whether they take an alternate content assessment. The fourth state asked in its decision chart
for the AA-AAAS whether the student was an EL and whether the student had a significant
cognitive disability. If the answer to both questions was yes, the student became eligible for the
alternate ELP assessment, but further details were not provided. See Appendices L (mentions
of EL or language) and M (nature of mentions) for details.

Other mentions of ELs in alternate ELP tests, with one state each, included the following require-
ments: (a) medical and “no reliable communication response” exemptions apply to AA-AAAS
and ELP assessments, (b) decision makers collaborate with EL staff in decision making, (c)
social/linguistic factors not be the sole exclusionary criteria for an alternate ELP test, and (d)
any findings of disproportionality must address language status.

Exemption and Non-Exemption Information for AA-AAAS

This section describes the information made available in, or in close proximity to, the AA-AAAS
information that addressed exemptions (e.g., in an AA-AAAS document or linked from an AA-
AAAS web page). Six states had some type of information about exemptions that fell into one
or more categories. Four states had a medical circumstance category, and three states included
extraordinary circumstances that ranged from the severity of a communication or emotional
disability to events such as a death in family. Two states mentioned the one-year EL exemption
for ELA assessments. In addition, two states had exemptions based on a student not having a
reliable form of communication, although one of these states added a new tier of AA-AAAS
designed for these students. One state had an exemption for parents to opt a student out of test-
ing, but did not reference extraordinary or medical circumstances.
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Three states had information about either having no opt-out from testing option, or requiring
students to participate in the AA-AAAS even if they did not have a reliable form of commu-
nication. Five states had language indicating that a student who qualified for the AA-AAAS
would take the AA-AAAS for all content areas. One state had an option for students to take
an AA-AAAS in one content area and a general assessment in another content area, with or
without accommodations, but the state indicated that this was rare. See Appendix N for details.

Discussion

This analysis of AA-AAAS participation policies follows previous reviews (Albus & Thurlow,
2012; Musson et al., 2010; Thurlow et al., 1995; Thurlow et al., 2017). Its findings reflect many
of the previous results, with some additional observations. States continue to refine their AA-
AAAS participation criteria and guidelines to address the federal 1.0% participation threshold
and to avoid possible unintended consequences of misidentifying students for the AA-AAAS.

The most often identified criteria for participating in AA-AAAS in 2017 (significantly affected
cognitive and adaptive function, extensive individualized instruction and/or supports, and al-
ternative or modified curriculum standards) became even more frequent in 2019; each of these
criteria was shared by 49 or 50 states. Some states also required informing parents (N=26), which
often entailed providing information on possible consequences for diplomas and post-school
outcomes. For a few states, expectations that a student’s disability would affect post-school
outcomes was also introduced as a criterion in decision making.

The four most frequent factors identified as those not to use as the basis for participation deci-
sions stayed the same from 2017 to 2019: (a) disability label, placement, or service; (b) social,
cultural, linguistic, or environmental factors; (c) excessive absences,; and (d) poor performance
or impact on accountability system. A handful of additional states subscribed to those criteria
in 2019 compared to 2017, and new factors were added to the list. For example, although the
previous factor of social, cultural, linguistic, or environmental factors increased from 41 to 45
states, 30 states also made EL status a separate factor. The number of states listing administrator
decision rose from 29 to 38, and the number of states listing a student’s need for accommoda-
tions rose from 24 to 29. Four states listed a new factor of not letting the state 1.0% threshold
affect local decisions.

In the 2017 review, 17 states were found to have an explicit definition of students with “sig-
nificant cognitive disabilities.” In 2019, an explicit definition was found for more than twice
as many states (N=36). One limitation of this study is that slightly less than half of the states
verified their information (N=21), which made it difficult to pinpoint official definitions in cases
where states used definition-like language in multiple places. Still, we did not find any essential
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differences in definition components between the states that defined ““significant cognitive dis-
abilities” and those that defined “most significant cognitive disabilities.” The increase in states
with explicit definitions did not change the top four components used in definitions: significant
cognitive deficits, poor adaptive skill level, pervasive needs across settings or time, and not solely
based on 1Q score. However, while accommodations use was listed by many states as a factor
not to consider during participation decisions, five states referred to types of accommodations
students use (i.e., communication systems and assistive technology) when defining students
with “significant” or the “most significant” cognitive disabilities.

New analyses in this 2019 review included information on communicating with parents, making
decisions for ELs, and granting exemptions from participation. Parent consent was mentioned
by some states as a criterion for participation in AA-AAAS; often school staff were required
to communicate potential effects of participation on post-secondary outcomes, specifically di-
ploma options. The information on parent consent rarely established a process to ensure parent
understanding (e.g., giving the parent opportunities for questions or providing information in
a language used by the parent).

The number of states including information for ELs potentially eligible to participate in AA-
AAAS increased between 2017 and 2019. Twenty-four states mentioned ELs in their sources
of evidence to consider (e.g., ELP assessment performance) when making decisions about
AA-AAAS participation, while 30 states included EL status as a factor not to use as the basis
for a participation decision. Several states started to blend decision making for AA-AAAS and
alternate ELP assessments, likely due to ELP assessments being administered at earlier grades
than general assessments. Still, one state was explicit in maintaining separate criteria for alter-
nate ELP assessments. In addition, because the validity of tests used to help make AA-AAAS
participation decisions (e.g., adaptive functioning) is crucial, some states (N=6) described of-
fering these tests in the language of the student as an ideal “as feasible.”

The one-year EL exemption from ELA testing was not the only type of exemption mentioned in
materials addressing AA-AAAS participation. A handful of states had information on granting
students exemptions because of extraordinary or medical circumstances or because they did
not have a reliable form of communication. Of the two states that addressed a lack of reliable
communication as a basis for exemption, one had recently made an AA-AAAS tier available
for these students.

States disseminated information on AA-AAAS criteria and definitions in much the same for-
mats as noted in the 2017 report (e.g., checklists, decision-trees, etc.). The exception was that
a few more states used “other formats™ such as case studies, rubrics, or on-demand multimedia
training materials.
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Appendix A

Email Requesting Verification

The National Center on Educational Outcomes is examining the ways in
which states address who participates in alternate assessment. Our goal is to
examine:
a) Definitions of “significant cognitive disabilities” (SCD) (Note: Only
states with documents

b) that contain explicit phrases defining/explaining SCD, such as
“students with SCD are...”, “SCD are defined as...” etc., are
identified as “defines SCD”);

c) Participation criteria for alternate assessment;

d) Format of participation criteria for alternate assessment

To address this goal, we reviewed your state website for assessment partici-
pation guidelines and forms to document decision making during January
and February 2019 and summarized them into tables, attached to this email,
for your review.

Please verify all included information. Specifically, please return the
tables that we have attached, noting your changes to them and the
website source for these changes. Address your responses to Deb Albus via
email [email address removed].

If you have any other questions about our request, please email Martha
Thurlow or call at [phone number removed]. Please respond by Friday,

March 22, 2019. Thank you for taking the time to provide this information.

Martha Thurlow, Director, NCEO
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Appendix C

Participation Criteria for AA-AAAS

Has

State or IEP

disability

Significantly
affected
coghnitive
and adaptive
function

Alternate
or modified
curriculum
standards

Extensive
individualized
instruction and/
or supports

Cannot show
learning on
general as-

sessment

AL X

X*

X

9]
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X X X[ X X| X| X| X[ X] X]|X

XXX | X[ X X X[ X] X]| X[ X
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X X X X XX XXX XX X XX X XX X XXX X XX X X X[ X
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Significantly
affected Alternate Extensive Cannot show
Has cognitive or modified individualized learning on
disability and adaptive curriculum instruction and/ general as-
State or IEP function standards or supports sessment
NH X X X X X
NJ X X X X
NM X X X X X
NY X X X
NC X X X X
ND X X X
OH X* X X X
OK X X X X
OR X X X X
PA X X X X
RI X X X X
SC X X X X
SD X X X X
TN X X X X
X X X* X X*
uT X X X* X
VT X X X X
VA X X X X X*
WA X X X X X*
wv X X X X X*
Wi X X X X
WYy X X X X X
Total 49 50 49 49 11

*See notes below.

AL: Significantly cognitively disabled: In Alabama, the definition of a student with significant cognitive
disabilities includes the following “a student with an intelligent quotient (1Q) of three standard deviations
below the mean, which is an IQ of 55 or below.”

ID Alternate or modified curriculum standards: The student’s course of study is primarily functional-
skill and living-skill oriented (typically not measured by State or district assessments).

MN Alternate curriculum standards: The IEP team reviewed the student’s instructional program to
ensure that the student is receiving instruction linked to the general education curriculum to the extent
appropriate. If instruction is not linked to the general education curriculum, then the IEP team must review
the student’s goals and determine how access to the general curriculum will be provided....

AND regarding general assessment:

The IEP team documented, in the IEP, reasons the MCA would not be an appropriate measure of the
student’s academic progress and how the student would participate in statewide testing.

MO Alternate standards: Does the student’s most significant cognitive disability impact the student’s
access to the curriculum and requires specialized instruction? The student requires a highly specialized
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educational program with intensive supports and modification/accommodations AND daily instruction on
a substantially different grade level from peers, AND intensive instructional strategies AND information
through other methods than reading, AND alternate methods to express ideas/info

MT Alternate or modified curriculum standards: Do the student’s learning objectives and expected
outcomes focus on functional application of skills, as illustrated in the student’s IEP annual goals and
short-term objectives?

TX Significantly cognitively disabled: STAAR Alternate 2 may only be considered if the student’s dis-
ability includes intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior deficits that primarily and significantly affect
the student’s ability to plan, comprehend, reason, and apply social and practical skills in everyday life.

Extensive instruction and supports: A student with a significant cognitive disability demonstrates
adaptive behaviors that are significantly impaired. This most likely will impact the student’s ability to live
independently and will require specialized supports for the student to function safely in daily life across all
life domains, not just the school environment.

UT Alternate standards: Requires instruction through the Utah alternate achievement standards (Essen-
tial Elements and Extended Core) The student’s course of study includes functional and life skills instruc-
tion and may be eligible to participate in alternate assessments (DLM, UAA, KEEP Alternate, DIBELS
Alternate, etc.). AND Student is learning content linked to the Utah Core Standards through the Alternate
Achievement Standards, the Essential Elements and the Extended Core Standards for all content areas.

VA General assessment: If the IEP Team determines that the student will participate in the VAAP instead
of taking SOL tests with or without accommodations, a statement that addresses each of the following
must be included in the IEP: why the student cannot participate in the regular assessment.

WA General assessment: Finally, when an |IEP team determines that the student should take an alter-
nate assessment, the team must document in the IEP: 1) why the student cannot participate in the regular
assessment, and 2) why the alternate assessment selected (i.e., WA-AIM and WIDA Alternate ACCESS)
is appropriate to assess the student’s academic, or language if eligible, performance.

WV General assessment: For students designated to take the WVASA, the IEP must specify that the
student meets criteria for an alternate assessment, explaining why the student cannot participate in the
WVGSA Grades 3-8 and CBA or SAT School Day, and document any accommodations used in accor-
dance with WVS.326 procedures.

NCEO
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Appendix C - continued

Participation Criteria for Alternate Assessment

State

Parent
Informed

Reference to
standard devia-
tion on test

No reading
and expression not
through oral/written
communication

Effects
post
school
outcomes

Other

X

X*

X | X| XX

X

X*

X

x*

x*

X*

X| X[ X[ X| X[ X

X*

X*

X*

x*
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No reading Effects
Reference to and expression not post
Parent standard devia- | through oral/written | school
State Informed tion on test communication outcomes Other
NM X X*
NY X*
NC X X*
ND X xX*
OH X X*
OK X*
OR X
PA X* X*
RI X
SC X X*
SD
TN X
TX X
uT
\a)
VA X X*
WA X*
WV X X*
Wi X
WY X*
Total 26 1 2 3 17

*See notes below.

AL: Other The IEP Team decision ...may be based on the review of the student’s evaluation results, progress
monitoring data, work samples, etc.

DE Other: Student has reliable communication. If student does not- they instead participate in another type of
alternate Delaware Communication Portfolio.

FL Other: The student typically does not have a formal mode of communication and is working at pre-academic
levels (to determine FSAA Datafolio instead of FSAA Performance Task.

KY Other: The parent was provided a copy of the Alternate Assessment Parent Guide with an opportunity to ask
questions.

MD Other: The IEP team must annually consider the following information to determine whether the Maryland
Alternate Assessments are appropriate for an individual student: Description of the student’s instruction,
including data on progress, Classroom work samples and data, Examples of performance on assessment

tasks to compare with classroom work, Results of district-wide assessments, Results of individualized English/
language arts, Mathematics, and Science assessments, IEP information including:: Present levels of academic
achievement and functional performance, goals, and short-term objectives, Considerations for students with
individualized and substantial communication needs or modes (from multiple data sources), Consideration for
students who may be learning English as a second or other language (e.g., English Learners) that may interfere
with an accurate assessment of his or her academic, social, or adaptive skills.

MN Other:State defines significantly below grade expectations in glossary to explain definition in decision-
making as “Significantly below the average cognitive functioning of typically developing peers; determined by:
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At least “two standard deviations below the mean, plus or minus one standard error of measurement” (Minn R.
3525.1333) on a standardized norm-referenced measure of cognitive functioning; OR When formal cognitive
assessments are inappropriate or invalid, other data-based measures may be used to document functioning
significantly below age expectations consistent with IDEA Sec 614(d)(1)(A)(i)(VI)(bb) “

MS Standard deviation reference: The student has an 1Q score or developmental level two or more standard
deviations below the mean.

Other: Also, with accommodations/modifications in place, the student is not able to participate in and make
progress in the standard academic curriculum.

MO Post School Outcomes: The student’s post-secondary outcomes for independent living will likely require
supported or assisted living. The student may have a guardian when he/she turns age 18. The student would
require moderate to significant supervision in order to access the community for recreation, employment, training
and daily living. The student’s post-secondary outcomes for education/training will likely include on-the-job train-
ing for sheltered or supported employment, as well as skill acquisition for social, communication and/or behavior.
The student’s post-secondary outcomes for employment will likely result in sheltered or supported employment,
part-time employment, participation in day activity centers or home.

NM Other: Also, multiple evidence need to be provided to answer questions in participation criteria.

NY Other: “Students with severe disabilities” refers to students who have limited cognitive abilities combined
with behavioral and/or physical limitations and who require highly specialized education and/or social, psycho-
logical, and medical services in order to maximize their full potential for useful and meaningful participation in
society and for self- fulfillment. Students with severe disabilities may experience severe speech, language, and/
or perceptual-cognitive impairments and challenging behaviors that interfere with learning and socialization op-
portunities. These students may also have extremely fragile physiological conditions and may require personal
care, physical/verbal supports, and assistive technology devices.

NC Other: The student is enrolled in grades 3-8, 10, or 11, according to PowerSchool. AND separate criteria for
alternate preACT and ACT for college and career readiness tests:

CCRAA at Grades 10 and 11:

e  The student must have a current Individualized Education Program (IEP).

e The student does not have a current Section 504 Plan only. Students with only Section 504 Plans (i.e.,
students who do not have a current IEP that designates participation in an alternate assessment) are
not eligible for participation in any of North Carolina’s alternate assessments. These students may
participate in the standard test administration with or without accommodations as documented in their
individual Section 504 Plans.

e The student exhibits severe and pervasive delays in all areas of conceptual, linguistic, and academic
development and in adaptive behaviors, including communication, daily living skills, and self-care.

e The student is following a course of study that, upon completion of high school, may not lead to admis-
sion into a college level course of study resulting in a college degree (i.e., the Occupational Course of
Study).

e The student is not receiving instruction in the North Carolina Extended Content Standards. Students
receiving instruction in the North Carolina Extended Content Standards may be eligible for the NCEX-
TEND1 Alternate Assessments at Grades 10and 11.

The student meets the criteria above and has a written parental request for the administration of an alternate
assessment (i.e., CCRAA or NCEXTEND1). Note: Decisions regarding which assessments a student with
disabilities will participate in must be made annually by the IEP team. Therefore, if students’ current IEPs
designate participation in an alternate assessment, they can serve as documentation of the written parental
request.

ND Post School Outcomes: The student’s post-secondary outcomes likely require supported or assisted living.

OH Other: “6. Does the learner require individualized accommodations, access features and materials beyond
those provided through Universal Tools, Designated Supports and Accommodations as outlined in Ohio’s
Accessibility Manual? 7. Does the student require the use of assistive technologies to actively engage and
participate meaningfully and productively in daily instructional activities in school, home, community and work
environments? Note: The assistive technology box on the IEP should be a quick reference before taking a
deeper look into the supports, services and testing accommodations section of the IEP. There are more than10
domains of assistive technology IEP teams should consider.

OK Other: Does the IEP team feel extensive family/community support will be a lifelong requirement, regardless
of modifications, accommodations or adaptations implemented in the student’s program?
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PA Standard deviation reference: Generally, a student with a signifcant cognitive disability may be
characterized as having intellectual functioning below average — cognitive measures of intelligence 2.5 to 3.0
standard deviations below the mean.

Other: The student is in grade 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8. AND The student’s course of study includes functional skills.

SC Other: Note: Districts must administer a transition assessment listed on the South Carolina Department

of Education (SCDE) approved list, or one that has been approved by SCDE through the review approval
process in order to meet the testing requirement for an alternate career readiness assessment. The approved
assessment must be given any time during the 2018-2019 school year and must be completed by May 31, 2019.
Students who are eligible to take an alternate career readiness assessment are those students who meet the
criteria for participation in the state alternate assessments and are in grade 11.

VA Other: 5) Is the student working toward educational goals other than those prescribed for a Modified
Standard Diploma, Standard Diploma, or Advanced Studies Diploma? (Students must be enrolled in grades 3-8
or high school)

AND: A student recommended for the VAAP may exhibit some or all of the following learning characteristics:
communication difficulties; uneven learning patterns in all domains; multiple disabling conditions along with an
intellectual disability; motor impairments; difficulty learning new tasks and maintaining skills; and individualized
methods of accessing information

AND If the IEP Team determines that the student will participate in the VAAP instead of taking SOL tests

with or without accommodations, a statement that addresses each of the following must be included in the
IEP: why the VAAP is appropriate for the student, including how the child meets the criteria for the alternate
assessment; and how the child’s participation in the VAAP will impact the child’s promotion and/or graduation.

WA Standard deviation: The student score at least two (2) standard deviations below the mean on
standardized, norm-referenced assessments for adaptive behavior and intellectual functioning

WV Other: Practical skills: personal activities of daily living such as eating, dressing, mobility and toileting;
instrumental activities of daily living such as preparing meals, taking medication, using the telephone, managing
money, using transportation and doing housekeeping activities, occupational skills; maintaining a safe
environment.

AND

Does the learner require individualized accommodations, access features and materials beyond those provided
by Universal Accommodations as outlined in most recent Guidelines for Participation in WV State Assessments?
(Only consider if student is currently in an assessed grade.)

WY Other: Proficiency determined by Alternate Wy-CPS does not under challenge the student or limit the
educational opportunity of the student: The student’s IEP goals and objectives are based on grade-level
extended standards. These are reduced in breadth, depth, and complexity and define appropriate challenge
given the students level of performance, historical data, and rate of progress.
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Appendix F

Examples of Participation Criteria Formats

(Ohio)

Companion to Participation Guidelines
and Decision-Making Flowchart

Ohivio's Aemate Azsessmen! for Students wath Significant Cogmiiive Disabiiies (AASCD)

Student

Tha document 5 @ companwon 1o the Padicoaton Gudelnes lor Dha's Alemale Assespmgn!
Making Flowchar that wil assist indhidualized education program (IER) teams in making appropriate declsons
reaading student participation in Ghio's Albemate Assassment for Stucents with Significant Cognithe

Cisabiities. |AASCOH

and Legr on

individualised aducation progham (|EP) tams musl use vaious dalm sels in reves of 8 sludent's eligibilty io

1ake AASCD hat could inciude. bul ae not mited o

[Deleted list of possible sources]

Directions: Revies a student's IEF and redaled decuments to answer sach questan. Mark the column that
best answers the quastion

[ 1. Dows ihe student have 3 cumant [EPT

MO, Stop here, The student 5 not slgible for

aRernale assassment

| |
2. Review the student's IDEA category defintion. (Located in the giossary)

YE5. Continue evalualion.

___IDEA calegory descrplon does ngt

| characiermshc

IDEA category descipbon does include infellectual
inchice imielleciual o Cognithve Impalrmeent a6 a | o cogmithee Impairment a& a characterisiic

| 3. Doas the data review provide svidencs of significant sognitive disabity (a parsan's abllity %o reason,
| plan, sohwe problems, think abstractly, comprehend complex iceas, lsam quickly and learn from

| Epanence )
__ Presence of — Documentation — Evidence that a _ Evicents that a
dzabidily documenled | shows the leamer may | cogritive deabilily eogniie deabiliby

| Mo evidence thal & P beenchmark amd inserferes with kaming sigrificanily inferfenes with
cogniive disability chiagnestic data that grade-ievel skils and leaming grade-havel skills
interfengs with shew @ wide skill gap = | concepls. Goals and and concepls. Presencs of
leaming, geals and reading. Prescripiive, cbjectives oddress grade | goals and objeclives 1o
cihjectives thal mne cirect and systematic | lewel academic skills and | suppornt acquisition of
designed 1o support | inStuction s presant in | concspis theowgh EXpfEssive and recentive
leamers o |lsaming | the [ER. (Mot extended standards and | language and
grade-level kil and | Complex readng leamning progessions cofmmunication skils and/ar
eoncepts in the cifficulties do not qualily sensoryimalor sccess for

| standards the leamar a5 having a actee participation and

[ significant cognitive engagement algned with

clisability ) grade-level concepls.
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4. Does the learmer data document a8 significant defict aoross all domains of adepiive behavior? Doss the
student require systematic, direct instruction of adaplive behavior skills lo be embedded wilthin Tier I Core
standards-based instruction? Adaptive behavior refers to an individual's abdity 1o apply conceplual, social
and practical skills n sveryday life.

+ Conceptual skills: receptive and expressive anguage, reading and writing. monay concepts. self-

direction,

»  Social skills; interpersonal, respansibilfy, sef-esisem, foliows rukss, obeys Bws, is not gulible,
avoids vicimization.
Fractical skils; personal activites of daily lving such as ealing, dressing, moblity and toileting;
instrumental activites of daily Bving swch as preparing meals, taking medication, using the
lelephons, managing money, using transpodaton and doing housskeeping aclivities, occupational
skills; mantaining a sale snvironrment

NGO insbruction
neaded in any of the
adapiive skills

___General instruction
nesded in one of mone
domains of adaptive
skills, whach ara
coverad in digtrict
Eostive Benayor ans
IntErnenbion Supoors
(PBIS) and cora
instructicn initiabives

__ Bysiematic, direct
instruction nesded within
two or more domamns of
adaplve skills

__ Puescriptive,
systemabs, dmect instruction
nested BCAo5s many or 89
adaptive skills within each
damain

%. Does ihe learmer parlicipate in grade-level academic instruction (Tier | Core Instruction) with leaming
targets aligned to the Chic's Leaming Standards — Extended {OLS-E) with integrated supports and services

as outined in the IEP?

Fresent levels of

Student IEP goals

Student IEP goalis)

Student |EF ndudes

performance on the | and objectives link are aligned o gradedevel | present level of perfaamance
IEF indicabtes thal the | goals and leanming Eangets through maost staternents that link learmer
lEamer's sk are tangels to grade-level comiplen extendad data with grade-heesl pesrs
closaly aligned with | standard concepls and | standards and ohjectives, | thiough extended standards
grade-level standard | skills i prescriptive These include extended | Goals and abjectives are
concepls and skills. | areals)of dala standard skills and based on daia-determinad
determirsed nesd. concepts or lsaming nieeds within standards-
progression steps that based keaming
lead o grade-aligned progressions, Goals and
performance tangel(s). objectives are linked lo
grade-tevel standards
thraugh extended standand
(madified) concept and kil
taggets on the l=asl complex
side of the range,
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B, Does the leamer regurs ndividunlized accommodabions, scosss features and malerials beyond those
provided throsgh Unhversal Tools, Designated Supports and Acoommadations as outlined in Chis's

ACLassiRilTy Mpaual?

Shiant's |EP
does not define the

Acoomimodatinns,

suppons., seaffoids,
sardces, materaks
required for access

Student's IEP
oullines Lorme
BCCOMIMOIations.
suppons and scaffcids
that are presenthy
presentsd in e
Acoessibity Manual
ursdar Linkerasl Tools,
Designated SUupoorts
and Accomimadabons.
[Mobe: Comglax
rEadinig, Wiling o rmath
difficisties. alone do not
qualiy the lsamer as
hiaving & skgnificant
cognilive desability nor
does it mean thal hey
should take the
mllernale assessmant)

In sddition 1o tha

AECOMIMGHASoN S, SUpoorts

and scaffolds thad ang
prisenihy presanted in the
Acoessibaty Manual, the

student reguirés additkan el

individualizad
ARSETTIa NS P
aligemd on Dnep's Slate
Tesis. For example, bes
administered over mons
an cne-say, werbal
delvery mode supsoried
by concrels objects,

picture symbals. all text on

P (sl resd afoud, s4c 19
bath access and nespand
b the bt

Sludent's IEP cutlinas
indisidualized
Socommadaions. access
features and rmatedals
bypond those provided
'II'I.rtH.wI'I univErsal foods,
dﬂﬂmﬂ‘:& Supports ana
Socammadathang b oLlimed
i Oihig' & ASCESSI DGy
Manueal o mest the
commaunicatan, motor
Ao sEaneory naeds of the
learmar ard provice them
with 1he opportunity B show
whind They know,

7. Does ihe student reguire the use of assistive lechnologies to aclively sngage and paricipate
meaningfully and productively in daiy instructionsl activiies in schoal, home, community and work

AIRenImeants ?

Hole: The assishee technology box on the IEP should be a quick reference before taking a deeper ook nfo
e supports, services and fesling accommodations section of the IEP, Thene are more than1l domains of
| assistive technodagy IEF teams should consider.

Shudent
redaras Mo mSEsesl s
echnaiogy as
indicatad in the chack |
bo on the [ER.

Studenl requires
dsiskive bechnology
supports and services
&% indicalad in the
check box on the IER
but assistive ischnology
is not evident within the |

Student requires
assisle lechnoiegy

and sardices as
indicatad in e chsck Box

| af the |EF.

The learner had bean

Shudent requires
muttiple assistive technalogy
supports and services as
sidicatad i 1he chack BEx
on the |ER.

The learmer is in process of

EP featuie-matched with an assistive bechnology
individualized assistive evalualion for nedds
OR sechnology o support nstructional leaming and
Bad wil inatnection, matructisnal cammunicabon,
m:;l;: | eormimunecation, Sensory of | SEnsory or mobof Aesess

{accommodations Frofor Bocess needs and is | and s curently being

pports | currently learning 1o use of | supported with person-
wﬂm}ﬁﬁﬂ 5 independenty using dependent scaliokds to
in the Accessiblity | sisthve tachnology as a | access lsaming and their
Manual under Unversal | o3N0id 10 access leaming | environment.
Tools, Designated | and his or her
Suppons and nvironment,
Ascommodalions,

Considering AASCD panicipation: To be aligile for partcipation inthe AASCD, a7 l=ast one resgonss
should be in the far-right column and all or almost all responsas should be in the third and fouth columns fo
the right. Onty a small number of kearners will meet the reguirements for participalion in the AASCD. Statewide.
approximalaly 1% of studenis should qualily.
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(Mishigain)

AL Bf s 14 Elirienlly v Bagddn™ S Eifabe Sideiiment bhiled
s h ld M $+ d * o aliemae schirvement sandani, The following paadance &
nu Y u En helpha in eonsidesng 8 5 iudent thaidd be {akong 1B einse
k f * f anvessment of e genedal assessiment
Tﬂ. E h'ﬂ Al Ernﬂ E I8 ik Ul povbe ©f (B b iviidalipesd el athoes Progeaem [IEF) Deam

B deiimmiied which aldd-sammdnt a Mudent Wl Lahe. The

ﬁsse sﬁmenf? Rellowing fulding questions are providied foe the (EP b 1o

[Ha 4%k g

Dues the stedent have, of fancton & if he,/she has 2 _m_. Muadirnk ek fake
SIGMNIFICANT, cognithve bmpairment I STEPARIME

T

Dot Ehe iledenl
s P mnl Hﬂ“ L™ tohow the MDE guidelines for partcigaton in Alermabe SCCESS for ELLs

Wiich s th rtudent’s instruction most chowly sligned 1o _m.-

[conalder sech content ares independently)? Albe

afdend sl Bake
MSTER/MME

Conpider MI- Aoty
® Esenbul Ebermends for Englivh Language sts (ELA} o Mathemahes
* Extended Grade Level Conbend Expectations (EGLUEExsended High Schonl Content
Expextatioen. (EHSCEs) for Seckl Seudies
# Exiended Benchmarks (£8a] for Sclence

¥

Hf the student | working toward sternate content standards, which of the fallowing are most clossly allgned 1o the student's gosh

#nd objectives snd instroctionsl spproach?
¥ L L

Furctonsl indipiedencs should B8 gupparned wndwpendence ikauld be Participation should ke cheien if both

chasen If both are true: chapen l both am trus: are Erew

= Alignment choued 1o e High & Alginsent dhosedd Ba the Medan & Aligniiveal close 1o the Loy fange of
rarge of rompleoty for ELA and vange of complexity for EL and oomplexity for ELA ard Mathematics
(XA il e ety o The shaddent it experied 1o tequite inbenie

= With guidence, the shodend o The shedend requires angoing suppor orging wupport in Jdelthood and may
Can bypically Jridesis perona et e isled sl oy husse B digrifie indl cognitive sndfor pleicsl
strengtiv and bmitations and can ongmifive arad/od phydcl smpairments Imguirmenls thal Sty hiy/Ter ability to
Bbcedd pelbiifoes, itabeghes. Snd thast limits higfher ability bo gereralize geniraling of tranuler esming, Ths shuden
suppeei £ 1 heelp ey Teed manimise o transder baming. The mstnactional & bpialy dependent on atheds. lor most, if
independende. Hir ' approach taken i usially dredl, in il alll, qlaity Envang nocds, T insirectionsl
o hisyhet drialilfy, b pol sbie bo contest, snd tageted towad specific, approach usually fargets opgoatunities
watnt it lowsd the genedal gonlent evientisl indeprndent lving and $oi inbegration inbo agr-appropilate talks,
starsdards academic skl activities related bo daily Ibeing siffs, and

Ml conlenl

W the 1EF B deleimne [hal MI-ADDELs i Ehe sl appiopiale state bovel aesament Tor Jow ghvem shuden, B ool musl peovids
o maaBion B0 That Wisdent's paresds regaiding dry imphaBom Ehis dediiam may boave on the Yudent oismpleting the iequinemenits. for
aregular high whool diphoma

g
MI HIGM Plegie nofe: A ylgient s predic b peoioemance and Boelihoosd of soanivg praficaent on (b MSTEP shoull never
=< Education U=veed e aoel o sboing which saeisnent o dtudent ibonld Ll
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(Hawaii)

Contributing Factors or "Red Flags™ on the Road to H5A-Al Student Identification’

Contributing Factars: Red Flags:
*irart of Hawsil State Parttpation Guidelines Do NOT use as contributing Factors
* IEP Team decision® + Individualfadministratos decision
= Concern about meeting 1% Cap
#  Student with most significant cognitive = Social, cultural, environmental factors®
disability® m— aerformance®
Oef. "A srudent with a maat significant cognitive D : ELuSO0 Tie "
disability is one who has records that indicate a »  Excessive absences®
dizability or multiple dizabilities that +  Socio-cconomic status
llgﬂr;ﬁl,‘.ﬂﬂl:r impact mfel.l'rrl"um'ﬁ.m:hunmg and +  Poor academic preparation
odaptive behawor. This s NOT diebermined by
on |1 best score, but rather by ¢ holistic *  Language/Englizh (L
understanding of a student.®
= Limited adaptive behavior* «  Anticipated disruptive behavior

Def. “Adaptive behawar is the essential achions
required By an ndnvdual fo e independently
and to funchion safely in daily life.”

= Anticipated emotional duress

*  Need for modified curriculum® *  MNeed for accommodations or specialized
Range Performance Lewel Descriptors SETVICES

#  Augrmentative awsistive communication

*  Meed for extensive, repeated, + Instructional setting; e.5., F5C setting
individualized instrsction®

#* Poor academic preparation; three or more

= Range Performance Level Descriplors are grade levels below peers
at an appropriate instructional level for
student *  Low reading level

*  HSA-ARt ks an appropriate test for student + General assessment is “too hard”

» Impact of test scores on accountability
system

Chiragteristics af Sudents with the mest dgnifkant cagnitive disabidlity:

Students whio take thae HSA-AN generally belong 10 one of thres disabifity categories: intellsctual disability (i0), autism
spcUrm disordes (ASD], or mulliple disabafities (MD]). They are Dypically kdentified eaoly fpoe-K or K] and have secsived
wxlimisier, nlend e senic e singe ey chibfhood, Limited expressiod and receptivie communication capacilies e
COMUNC,

P ddaphed from Guidance for (P Team s on Participation Decissnns for the Molti-State Albernate Ascessment, Angast 2016
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(Missouri)

Ree ) Dapaummeer of Flemenra e oo Sprosiary Fiucosis
e of spey il Py ation = Ermelaes e

pbvary JORE
} HO — .
Mas the vivdent baen evalusted ared found Bl vl e L i e W Grad-Lawel
wligibile wradar IDEAT ] dstsaimeenil, Bl ol -Dourse Ansetarmenl (15 8 e b
antirvirmapnil] gind Snleict-ekde aviamsimenit,

|

frl:ruu thie sEuden demonsleats the most sigalficant cognitive disabiitied e llmied sdapahe ‘\'
kil thut ay B combined with phyikial o behavional Bmitations ¥
2 Tha sudirll Ban Deen dilint maisd) 1o haeg cogniTiee abilitery Tillisg withun U most sinilicant
cadniiag dhiability fasgo o ivadinood By dndsindized ausiiimanti
nl ]
O The studend bus been debenmaned To hase cognilee abibbies Llling wilhin The most dgnilicant
nognilive deaahilily range ay evidencsd by pervaise suppoits HO
ANl
O Fhe student demonstrates adapihee skills Bhat are significasdly mited cosganed bo seve age _,J‘

N

S

/;ﬂ:hwlmmmwmmnmhmhﬂﬂummm
Euriolum End regubieg sproailied Instsuciant
O The sbudeni Fogue s @ haghly spotuboed odeilon & program silb vl pioees suppoily and
sl iy Conrmond stiorn for scoeia Lo ke g al eoussticn currdum
Aahll
O The ibusent régquired daily invirution Tor cofe b sdenid o sl and S foadtional B il
o & wbslan | ally differsnd groade kgl from Thal of peers with destalitie
k! L
B  the student reguaes intenseee nstruchons strateges whsh may mcude. but are not
limited B, repeated deilfpractor m maltiple sethiegs, sulls Tauaght n sebetan bally wnale
atep than e with frequent geompt and gukdanoe from adults
Ak
O  The student prguaes infommalon fo e obbained prisranily (Reough methods et than
weading duse &0 mied rrading adiy
AL}

O  The sbudent roguires alterndte amdthady 1o oxpreid of thadd orsl of weittin kel and
\ milErmaties _/

¥ES ¥

i

Wil the viudent’s most significast cogainhee dsabliity impact the -

TN POAE-GEN00] DUTECEEST Shidend il PartEipate nthe

o The student™s post-sevomdany Sutoomes will Bosky sequine stabegsde assewnent and district wide

suifpie0i B o9 3% wribimd lreigd. asanment. Sudent may B sligihls ba
. 1S ACEOMHTINAIE IR hatsd on [EP Feam
XES L4 s ivasi

Hrr sraaean's Bablbny ro garticipats in ahe fegulsr §seuusenn

primarily the redals of the mast dlgnificant cognitive disbiiey and I

MOT excetilve absences; visad or sudivery disabiickes; or 1okl

cultural, linpasge or o dlff ™

L

m»l
l Shudemt |5 eligible bu;;mmﬂrlllwmm I
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(New Jersey)

Participation Guidelines for Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)

Participation u the K] DLM alterisate assessinent pegilires a ves answer bo (hiesticn 1 ad to Questions 2 & 3 for each
of the applicable content areas. Based on Uie guideline questions below, a student may partiapate in the DLM inoa
wontorst area and the generml assessamont in anothor contont ares, althowgh this ks e, An administrator st snswre
the gideliee are used appropriately dudig the 1EP meeting, and sign below o approve the desgnated shident
asgigement] €L Thie signatiine must be frain a district administeator that oaersess the EP jiroces aiwl mstriction.

Agree (Yes) or Dsagree [Naj?
Participation Criterion Participation Criterion Descriptors Provide documentation for each
L. The student haz a | Rt aof shudent records indicate a disabilin
SIZmil ST cogmitnse E1'|-:|'l'rr'ull.'il'l-li'- digahilities that sigrificantly Yes [ Mo
disabality imwpact inteflecinal Rmetioning and adaptive
hehavior,
| & The stadent is | Goaals and msrrecton Bsied in the [EF for
primamly being | this stident are related ta the stralled grade
istracted [ar taight] | level OS5 and DLM Essential Elements, as FlAz Maih: Sclences
tsing the LM | el ax address Erewledge and kills thae Yis f Mo Yes [/ Mo Yes J No
Essential Elemeuts a3 | are appropriate and rhi-ﬂf#nuin"_ for Uhis

corbent standards | sludent,

3, The student requires | The student

exlensive direct L requices extensive, repeded,
mubividualszed individuadized strsction and sup
;'E";H""';I':"L'I’E :::purl: i that is nu;dnh temparary o trasaent

; nature 3 : . Science:
-'u.'l_lm:wnwn:unml.lhd b, wses substantially adapted materials Ve EL,-FLH . m:fhﬂ Yes { Ko
%:_‘ in the ﬂi'_::‘:""“ and individualized methods of = v - B
|.‘|.1I-rir|wI]FI.|1I ':“J"'I . nrn-eumguul'nrlrmlpm in alternative

ways o m'qllir-.'-,mnint:rin. neralize,
domonstrate and transfer skills across
maltiple settings.

You Trﬂ! ol i tha l'nlll'ﬁ'l'l'"‘l.ﬂ Lctors when lﬂl!‘l‘lﬂlhi‘qﬂ "I.‘ﬂ"ﬂﬂi‘ﬂ.ﬂl‘ﬂ'l in HI LM altermale assessmaenl:
o A student’s disablliny category or label
0 Peivest of o abads sl receive e wrdieatian
o Aczdenic and other services studens recelves
o Edwcations] srvirenment or instractioml setting
= Engiish Language Learner [ELL) state
o Low resding level fachievement bevel
Anticipated studeals dismptive brhavior of smollonal disresi
I P atiembinre oF pxtemled abiseaoes
o Expected poor performancs on the peneral echication ameszmenst
Impact of shadept scores on arcountahilbty system
Need for accamenadations (e.0. assistive technology/AAC) to participabe In sssessment process
Administrator decesion

English Lunguage Arls Check Ope Only:  Student will participate in the DEM ____ or PARCC ____

=T+ T -]

Mathematics Check One Only: Student will participate inthe DLM ____ or PARCC

Scence Check One Only: Student will participate in e DLM _ or KJSLA-S
Student Nams Grade Lewel 3 4 5 & 7 A 11 [Circle Applicable Grade])
Admsimstrater Name Date

Admamstrater Hgnature

New Jersey DAM Pamicipation Guidelines for 2018-2015
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(North Carolina, slightly different from criteria below HS grades)

Crades 10 and 11 Eligibility Criteria

To detenmne studem participanon m the College and Career Readiness Allemnate Assessient
(CCHAA) af grade 10 and grade 11, the [ollowing elsgbility requirements nmst be considered:

CORAA at GRADE 10 Only: The student is enrolled m grade 10 acconding 1o

PowerSchool. Ouly eligible students enzolled m tenth grade for the first time are required
to Eakoe the CCRAA at Grade 14

CCRAA at GRADE 11 Only: The smdent 15 enrolled in grade 11 according 1o
PowerSchool. Eligible students who take the CCRAA will be inchuded m participation of
the ACT administration for accomntability reporting but not for performance. Eligible
stdents who are repeating the eleventh grade and have no record of a previous CCRAA
score st take the CCRAA. 1N they do not, it will comnt against participanon.

CURAA at Grades 10 and 11:

¢ The smdent mmest have a current Indrvidualized Educanon Progranm (TEP).

o  The smident does not have a cwrent Section 504 Plan only. Smidents with only
Section 504 Plans (1e., students who do not bave a curent IEP that designates
panticipation in an altemare assessment) ane not eligible for participanon in any of
North Carolinn s alternate assessamenis. These stdents mav particapate i the
standard rest administration with or withour scconmnodations as documented in their
indrvidual Section 504 Plans.,

o The student exhibons severe and pervasive delays inall arcas of concepmal, linguistic,
aml neadenuc developrent and i adaptive behaviors, meluding comumuucation.
dmily living skills, and self-care.

«  The sdent is following a course of study that, upon completion of lagh schiool, may
ol lead 1o adonssion mio a collzge-level course of study resulting m a college degmes
{1.e.. the Occupanomal Course of Smidy).

o  The student 15 not receiving wstmcion i the North Carolina Extended Content
Stamdards. Smdents recerving instruction in the North Catoling Extended Content
Standards may be eligble for the NCEXTEND] Allemate Assessients at Grades 10
amed 1.

o  The smdent meets the critena above and has a wnitten parental request for the
adnumistration of an altemmate assessment (L2, CCRAA or NCEXTEND ). Nate:
Decisions regarding which assessmemts a stadent with disalulines wall paaticipate
mitist be made amnvally by the [EP teamn. Therefore, of students” current IEPs
designare participation in an alternate assessmenrt. they can serve as documentarion of
the wnitten parental recueest,

NCDPI Davision of Accouwtability Services™North Carolma Test Prograns August 2013
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(Florida)

Appendix B:
Checklist for Course anil Assessmenl Participation
Student: Age Thane
Teacher: School:

lndmadiial cducational plan (IEP} teamis arc responsible For detemmining whether studemts wirh disabalines
will be assessed through administration of the general sitewide standardized sssessment or the Florida
Standapds Alremate Assessanent based on critenia outlined in Bule 63-1.0943(5), Flopda Adminsstrative
Code (F.AC.). The IEP team should consider the student’s present level of educational perfonmance m
reference io e Wext Generation Sunshime State Standards mel Florwta Standards, The TEP team should
also be kmowledgzeable of guadelnes and dw wse of appropnate teshng scconunodations.

In order to factlizate informed and equitable decasion malang, IEP teams shondd answer cach of the
following questions when determining the appropriate sssessment, Check all thar apply.

I, Does e student bave a sizmificant cogmnve dusabaling?

2. Even with appropriaie and allowable instructional accommodations, assistive
techmology or accessible mstructional materials, does the stadent requre
modificanons, as definad in Bule 6A-5.03411(13(z). F.A.C., 1o the grade-level
general state content standards pursnant to Rule 6A-1.09401, F.AC?

3. Does tbe student require direet mstroction m acadenme arcas of English
language arts. math, social stdies and science based on access points in order
to acquire, generalize and ransfer skills across seftings?

If the TEP team determines that all three of the questions accurately charactenze a smdent’s cnrment
educational siumon. the sudent should be enrolled 1n access courses, imd the Flonda Standards
Alremare Assessiment should be nsed o provide meaningfid evalnation of e smident’s current academic
acloevement. If ~ves™ 13 oo Checked m all tliree arcas. twen the stadem should be mamicicd i the goneral
edncation courses and pamicipate in the gencral statewide standardized assessment with accommadaiions,

a5 Appropriate.

I accordance wath Bule $A-6 6333101000 F 4 C il the decision of the TEP 12arm 15 ilat the siwlent
will paricipate 1 socess courses and be assessed through the Flenda Stndards Allemate Assesanent, the
parents of te smdent nust give signed consent 1o bave their child insmucted in access poirs and their
achievement measured based on altemate academic m:'m-:'- et stm.'lmda This decision m1r.=.1 be
docnmented on a consent form avadlable st hitps:” ; i
04779, If the parent fails to respond afier reasonable :i‘fms by the school district 1o ﬂtl't-'ll'.ll cﬂmm ﬂl.l:
school distrnet may provide mstmcnon m the state standards access pomts, and adnanster the Florida
staabands Alciate Assesanenl. The TEP shoukd inchxbe a stareisent of whiy the studemwt canion
parncipate in the general assessment and why the altemate assessment 15 appropnate,
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https://www.alsde.edu/sec/ses/Assessment/AAA%20Participation%20Determination.pptx
https://hsa-alt.alohahsap.org/core/fileparse.php/3344/urlt/HSA_%20Alt_Participation_Guidelines_Examples_2018-2019.pdf
https://hsa-alt.alohahsap.org/core/fileparse.php/3344/urlt/HSA_%20Alt_Participation_Guidelines_Examples_2018-2019.pdf
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/essa/OnePercent.pptx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Should_My_Student_Take_the_Alternate_
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/MDEDocuments/InteractiveDecision-MakingTool/index.html
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/MDEDocuments/InteractiveDecision-MakingTool/index.html
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/mdedocuments/AssessmentSelectionGuidelinesTraining/index.html
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RLM1fgZxi0mZgAUQoTK3d-tDySoz-JZBugq6zX4gikZUNzcyVkVHU0FCNEtLTTVUSlU3MUZMSFFVTi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RLM1fgZxi0mZgAUQoTK3d-tDySoz-JZBugq6zX4gikZUNzcyVkVHU0FCNEtLTTVUSlU3MUZMSFFVTi4u
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/IEPTeam_Decision_Making_Guidelines_for_Statewide_Assessments.pdf
https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/IEPTeam_Decision_Making_Guidelines_for_Statewide_Assessments.pdf
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Ohio-English-Language-Proficiency-Assessment-OELPA/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign/AASCD-Participation-Webinar-Scripted-Notes.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Ohio-English-Language-Proficiency-Assessment-OELPA/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign/AASCD-Participation-Webinar-Scripted-Notes.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Ohio-English-Language-Proficiency-Assessment-OELPA/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign/Companion-Document-to-Participation-Guidelines-2019.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Ohio-English-Language-Proficiency-Assessment-OELPA/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign/Companion-Document-to-Participation-Guidelines-2019.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Ohio-English-Language-Proficiency-Assessment-OELPA/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign/Companion-Document-to-Participation-Guidelines-2019.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
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https://sde.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/Alternate%20Assessments.ppt
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/Alternate%20Assessments%20PD%20Module.pdf
https://www.pattan.net/publications/pasa-eligibility-criteria-decision-making-companio
https://doe.sd.gov/assessment/documents/Alt-Guidelines.pdf
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/participation/guidelines-for-assessment-participation.pdf
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington
http://www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/ResourceLibrary/pubdocs/IEP-Team-Guidelines-Assess.pdf
https://wvde.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/2018-2019-Guidelines-for-Participation-in-West-Virginia-Assessments.pdf
https://wvde.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/2018-2019-Guidelines-for-Participation-in-West-Virginia-Assessments.pdf
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https://www.alsde.edu/sec/ses/Assessment/Alabama%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Program%20Participation%20Decision%20Documentation%20Form.pdf
https://www.alsde.edu/sec/ses/Assessment/Alabama%20Alternate%20Assessment%20Program%20Participation%20Decision%20Documentation%20Form.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/TLS/Assessments/accommodations/ParticipationGuidelines.pdf
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https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=585019d1aadebe050c5743c1
http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Student20Assessment/DLM/Guidance_for_IEP_Teams_on_Alternate_Assessment_2018-2019.pdf
http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Student20Assessment/DLM/Guidance_for_IEP_Teams_on_Alternate_Assessment_2018-2019.pdf
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caaiepteamrev.asp
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/accommodationsmanual_participationguidelinesbooklet.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Special-Populations/Alternate-FAQ.pdf?la=en
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https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/service_content/attachments/DC%20NCSC%20Participation%20Guidance%20(9.28.15).pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/service_content/attachments/DC%20NCSC%20Participation%20Guidance%20(9.28.15).pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7571/urlt/guidancesignificantcognitivedisabilitiesatt.pdf
https://hsa-alt.alohahsap.org/core/fileparse.php/3344/urlt/HSA_Alt_Participation_Guidelines_Examples_2017-2018.pdf
https://hsa-alt.alohahsap.org/core/fileparse.php/3344/urlt/HSA_Alt_Participation_Guidelines_Examples_2017-2018.pdf
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https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAA_Partic_Gdlines.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/indiana-alternate-assessment-participation-guidance-faq-final-10-05-16.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/indiana-alternate-assessment-participation-guidance-faq-final-10-05-16.pdf
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https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/StateBonusItems/DLM_Participation_Guidelines_KS_20181115.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/StateBonusItems/DLM_Participation_Guidelines_KS_20181115.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/specialed/excep/instresources/Documents/KY_Alternate_Assessment_Participation_Guidelines_Documentation_Form.pdf
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https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Maine%20Participation%20Guidance_Rev%2012-28-18_0.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Maine%20Participation%20Guidance_Rev%2012-28-18_0.pdf
http://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Special-Ed/TAB/AlternateAssessmentParticipationGuide.pdf
http://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Special-Ed/TAB/AlternateAssessmentParticipationGuide.pdf
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https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/Guidance%20Document%20FINAL.pdf
https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Most-Significant-Cognitive-Disability-Definition.pdf
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https://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/alt_assess/documents/decision_making_worksheet_2018-2019.docx
https://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/alt_assess/documents/decision_making_worksheet_2018-2019.docx
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Test_Administration_Manual_YE.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Test_Administration_Manual_YE.pdf
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https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Test_Administration_Manual_YE.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Test_Administration_Manual_YE.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/nysaa/2017-18/nysaa-eligibilityb.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Test_Administration_Manual_NY.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Test_Administration_Manual_NY.pdf
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http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/testing/alternate/x1citeria18.pdf
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http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Ohio-English-Language-Proficiency-Assessment-OELPA/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign/AASCD-Participation-Webinar-Scripted-Notes.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Ohio-English-Language-Proficiency-Assessment-OELPA/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign/AASCD-Participation-Webinar-Scripted-Notes.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Ohio-English-Language-Proficiency-Assessment-OELPA/Ohios-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign/AASCD-Participation-Webinar-Scripted-Notes.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
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https://sde.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/Alternate%20Assessments.ppt
http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/testing/admin/alt/ea/orextassessguidance.pdf
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https://sde.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/Alternate%20Assessments.ppt
http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/testing/admin/alt/ea/orextassessguidance.pdf
https://www.pattan.net/publications/pasa-eligibility-criteria-decision-making-companio
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Assessment/DLM_Test_Administration_Manual_2018-19.pd
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Assessment/DLM_Test_Administration_Manual_2018-19.pd
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https://sc-alt.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/3982/urlt/Participation-Guidance-for-IEP-Teams.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/assessment/documents/Alt-Guidelines.pdf
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https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/documents/TN_ESSA_State_Plan_Approved.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/special-ed/staaralt/
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https://schools.utah.gov/file/2a529d92-71e4-4712-83b2-62a960838496
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/special_ed/disabilities/intellectual_disability/guidance_significant_cognitive_disabilties.pdf
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/special_ed/disabilities/intellectual_disability/guidance_significant_cognitive_disabilties.pdf
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http://www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/programreview/Monitoring/StudentPerformance/StudentParticipationStatewideAssessment.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/assessment/GUIDELINESFORPARTICIPATION/DOCUMENTS/ParticipationGuidelines.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/assessment/GUIDELINESFORPARTICIPATION/DOCUMENTS/ParticipationGuidelines.pdf
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http://www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/programreview/Monitoring/StudentPerformance/StudentParticipationStatewideAssessment.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/assessment/GUIDELINESFORPARTICIPATION/DOCUMENTS/ParticipationGuidelines.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/assessment/GUIDELINESFORPARTICIPATION/DOCUMENTS/ParticipationGuidelines.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/mscd-guide-to-determining-students-with-mscd.pdf
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