
oela
OFFICE OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

FAST FACTS

Students With Disabilities Who Are English Learners

This fact sheet uses the definitions and data for students with disabilities*, ages 3 through 21, including 
those who are English Learners (ELs)*, from Section 618, Part B, of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA). IDEA Section 618, Part B, requires that each state submit data about children with 
disabilities, ages 3 through 21, who receive special education and related services.
*For the purpose of this fact sheet, the term “students” is used in place of “children” and “English Learners” (“ELs”) is used in 
place of “limited English proficient (LEP)”.

Percentage of Students With Disabilities, Ages 3 to 21, Served Under IDEA Part B,  
Who Were ELs, by State, Including DC and Puerto Rico: SY 2013–141

*Reported state data do not include ages 3 to 5.

FACT
In school year 2013–14: 

•	 The national percentage of total students 
who were ELs was 8.8 percent.

•	 The national percentage of students with 
disabilities who were ELs was 9.2 percent.

•	 Eleven states reported percentages of 
students with disabilities who were also ELs 
higher than 9.2 percent, ranging from 9.4 
percent to 30.3 percent.

Sources: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 
Common Core of Data (CCD), “Local Education Agency (School District)  
Universe Survey,” 2013–14 v.1a; “State Nonfiscal Public Elementary/Secondary 
Education Survey,” 2013–14 v.1a, and U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts 
Data Warehouse (EDW): “IDEA Part B Child Count and Educational Environments 
Collection,” 2013–14. Data extracted as of January 19, 2017, from http://www2.
ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/state-level-data-files/part-b-data/child-
count-and-educational-environments/bchildcountandedenvironments2013.csv
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Percentage of Students With Disabilities, Ages 6 to 21, Served Under IDEA Part B,  
by EL Status and Disability Type: SY 2013–14
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FACT
In school year 2013–14, the overall proportion of students who were primarily identified as having a 
specific learning disability was lower for non-ELs (38.2 percent) than ELs (50.5 percent).

Percentage of Students With Disabilities, Ages 6 to 21, Served Under IDEA Part B,  
by EL Status and Educational Environment: SY 2013–14
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FACT
In school year 2013–14, more than half of the students with disabilities who were ELs received special 
education services in a regular classroom for 80 percent or more of the day.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts Data Warehouse (EDW): “IDEA Part B Child Count and Educational Environments Collection,” 2013–14. Data 
extracted as of January 19, 2017, from http://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/state-level-data-files/part-b-data/child-count-and-educational-environments/
bchildcountandedenvironments2013.csv
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Percentage of Students With Disabilities, Ages 14 to 21, Served Under IDEA Part B, and  
Who Were ELs, Who Graduated With a Regular High School Diploma, by State,  

Including DC and Puerto Rico: SY 2013–141,4,5

FACT
In school year 2013-2014:

•	 The national average of students with disabilities who were ELs and graduated with a regular high 
school diploma was 48.2 percent. 

•	 Thirty-six states had graduation rates higher than the national average for students with disabilities 
who were ELs. In nine states, graduation rates were 80 percent or higher for this population.

Percentage of Students With Disabilities, Ages 14 to 21, Served Under IDEA Part B,  
by EL Status and Exit Reason: SY 2013–145
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FACT
In school year 2013–14, students with disabilities who were ELs

•	 graduated with a regular high school diploma at a rate of 19.2 
percentage points below students with disabilities who were 
non-ELs; and 

•	 dropped out at a rate of 6.6 percentage points above students 
with disabilities who were non-ELs.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts Data 
Warehouse (EDW): “IDEA Part B Exiting Collection,” 
2013–14. Data extracted as of January 19, 2017, from 
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/state-
level-data-files/index.html#be
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Percentage of Students With Disabilities, Ages 3 to 21, Served Under IDEA Part B,  
Suspended/Expelled, by EL Status and Type/Length of Removal: SY 2013–146
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FACT
In school year 2013–14, students with disabilities who were 
non-ELs were given out-of-school suspension/expulsion 
totaling 10 days or less at a rate of 37.5 percent higher 
than ELs.

Sources: U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts Data  
Warehouse (EDW): “IDEA Part B Discipline Collection,” 2013–14. 
Data extracted as of January 19, 2017, from http://www2.ed.gov/
programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/2013-2014/part-b/
discipline/1314-bdiscipline-11.xlsx, and U.S. Department  
of Education, EDFacts Data Warehouse (EDW): “IDEA  
Part B Child Count and Educational Environments,”  
2013–14. Data extracted as of January 19, 2017, from  
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/state-level-
data-files/part-b-data/child-count-and-educational-environments/
bchildcountandedenvironments2013.csv

Footnotes
1 The maps include data from all 50 states, DC, and Puerto Rico; however, data totals elsewhere include the U.S. plus outlying areas 
and freely associated states. Numbers may also differ from data source due to rounding.
2 “Other disability categories” include deaf-blindness, developmental delay, hearing impairment, multiple disabilities, orthopedic 
impairment, traumatic brain injury, and visual impairment combined.
3 “Other environments” include correctional facilities, homebound/hospital, parentally placed private schools, residential facilities, and 
separate schools. 
4 Students with disabilities reported in the “graduated with a regular high school diploma” category represent students who exited an 
educational program through the receipt of a high school diploma identical to that for which students without disabilities are eligible. 
These students met the same standards for graduation as those for students without disabilities. As defined in 34 CFR 300.102(a)
(3)(iv), “the term regular high school diploma does not include an alternative degree that is not fully aligned with the state’s academic 
standards, such as a certificate or GED.” The percentages of students who exited special education and school by graduating, as 
required under IDEA and included in this report, are not comparable to the graduation rates required for reporting in Consolidated 
State Performance Report (CSPR). 
5 The percentages were calculated by dividing the number of students in that school year, ages 14 through 21, served under IDEA 
Part B, either EL or non-EL, and reported in one of the four exit categories named (i.e., dropped out, graduated with a regular high 
school diploma, reached maximum age, or received a certificate), by the total number of students, ages 14 through 21, served under 
IDEA Part B, EL or non-EL, in all four of the categories noted for permanent exit from school. 
6 The same child may be reported under both “out-of-school” and “in-school” removal categories if a child has been subject to both 
types of removal in the same school year.

For additional information on students with disabilities, visit GRADS360’s state profile pages:  
https://osep.grads360.org/#program

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
http://ed.gov/oela 
http://ncela.ed.gov

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
https://www.facebook.com/ 

ED.OELA

SIGN UP FOR NCELA’S 
NEXUS!

http://ncela.ed.gov/nexus/
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