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     New Jersey has 73 degree-granting higher education institutions, which represent 1.5% of all such institutions in the 
United States.  These institutions enrolled a total of 423,810 students as of fall 2015 (360,130 of which are studying at the 
undergraduate level and 63,680 at the graduate level).  The fall 2015 figure is a decrease of 7,229 students (or -1.7%) from 
the number enrolled in the fall of 2012.
     Among the total student body, 87,295 (74,100 undergraduates and 13,195 graduate students) were taking at least one 
course at a distance.  This is 20.6% of the enrolled student body, which is lower than the national average rate of 29.7%.  The 
number of students taking distance education courses in the state increased by 7,402 (or 9.3%) between fall 2012 and fall 
2015.  This is lower than the national level of growth of 11.0%.
     30,353 students in New Jersey are taking all of their courses at a distance, made up of 22,988 undergraduates and 7,365 
graduates. This represents 7.2% of all students enrolled in the state, a rate that is lower than the national average of 14.3%.  
A total of 18,116 (or 59.7% of these exclusively online students) live in New Jersey, the remainder come from outside of the 
state.  This rate is higher than the national in-state average of 55.1%.
     The number of students that take any of their courses on campus, including those who take all of their courses on 
campus and those who take a mix of on-campus and distance courses, is 393,457, or 92.8% of the total student enrollment in 
New Jersey. This number represents a decrease in proportion on campus from the four years prior (92.2% from 397,457 
students in 2012). The 0.6% growth in students studying on campus is the opposite of the national trend, which was a 
decrease of 1.7%.
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Distribution of State Institutions

Distribution of Total Student Enrollment

On-Campus Students

New Jersey 2

16% 

40% 

44% 

CONTROL

Private for-profit
Private not-for-profit
Public

27% 

3% 
12% 

25% 

30% 

3% CARNEGIE

Associate's College
Baccalaureate College
Doctoral University
Master's College
Specialized
Unassigned

30% 

22% 
29% 

16% 
3% 0% 

SIZE

Under 1,000
1,000 - 4,999
5,000 - 9,999
10,000 - 19,999
20,000 and above
N/A or Unknown

33% 

67% 

TYPE

2 to 4-year
4-year or more

3% 
17% 

80% 

CONTROL

Private for-profit
Private not-for-profit
Public

37% 

63% 

TYPE

2 to 4-year
4-year or more

1% 9% 

38% 
36% 

16% 
SIZE

Under 1,000
1,000 - 4,999
5,000 - 9,999
10,000 - 19,999
20,000 and above

37% 

1% 
33% 

25% 

4% 0% CARNEGIE

Associate's College
Baccalaureate College
Doctoral University
Master's College
Specialized
Unassigned

337,142342,178344,215345,631

56,31556,23657,42651,826

2015201420132012

Undergraduate Graduate

92.8% 91.3% 91.9% 92.2% 

0% 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100% 

2015201420132012

PERCENT ON CAMPUS



Distribution of Distance Student Enrollment

Enrollment Trends

Exclusively Distance Student Locations
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Overall Enrollment in New Jersey

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 Rutgers University-New Brunswick 49,428 35,484 13,944 Public

2 Montclair State University 20,465 16,336 4,129 Public

3 Rowan University 16,155 13,169 2,986 Public

4 Bergen Community College 14,585 14,585 0 Public

5 Kean University 14,112 11,814 2,298 Public

6 Brookdale Community College 13,835 13,835 0 Public

7 Thomas Edison State University 13,093 12,283 810 Public

8 Rutgers University-Newark 11,720 7,713 4,007 Public

9 Middlesex County College 11,662 11,662 0 Public

10 New Jersey Institute of Technology 11,325 8,008 3,317 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Rutgers University-New Brunswick 40,434 49,428 8,994 Public
2 Rowan University 12,183 16,155 3,972 Public
3 Montclair State University 18,382 20,465 2,083 Public
4 New Jersey Institute of Technology 9,944 11,325 1,381 Public
5 Berkeley College-Woodland Park 2,878 3,842 964 Private for-profit
6 Jersey College 1,199 1,928 729 Private for-profit
7 Stevens Institute of Technology 5,649 6,359 710 Private not-for-profit
8 Warren County Community College 2,144 2,822 678 Public
9 Saint Peter's University 3,045 3,406 361 Private not-for-profit

10 Fairleigh Dickinson University-College at Florham 3,067 3,394 327 Private not-for-profit

Distance Enrollment in New Jersey

Rank Institution Total Undergrad Graduate Control
1 Thomas Edison State University 13,093 12,283 810 Public
2 Rutgers University-New Brunswick 10,652 8,318 2,334 Public
3 Rowan University 3,439 2,296 1,143 Public
4 Montclair State University 3,220 2,592 628 Public
5 Bergen Community College 3,161 3,161 0 Public
6 Rowan College at Burlington County 2,897 2,897 0 Public
7 New Jersey Institute of Technology 2,823 1,627 1,196 Public
8 William Paterson University of New Jersey 2,465 2,159 306 Public
9 New Jersey City University 2,455 1,636 819 Public

10 Ocean County College 2,185 2,185 0 Public

Rank Institution 2012 2015 Change Control
1 Rutgers University-New Brunswick 4,107 10,652 6,545 Public
2 Rowan University 878 3,439 2,561 Public
3 Stevens Institute of Technology 0 1,576 1,576 Private not-for-profit
4 Montclair State University 1,994 3,220 1,226 Public
5 Rutgers University-Camden 721 1,908 1,187 Public
6 New Jersey Institute of Technology 1,849 2,823 974 Public
7 Cumberland County College 780 1,279 499 Public
8 Middlesex County College 963 1,456 493 Public
9 Centenary College 252 690 438 Private not-for-profit

10 Ramapo College of New Jersey 426 800 374 Public
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Top 10 Institutions by Total Numbers of Students - 2015

Top 10 Institutions by Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment Growth 2012-2015

Top 10 Institutions by Distance Enrollment - 2015


