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 Foreword

UPILS in grades 7 to 9 in junior and junior-senior high schools - -
comprise nearly one-half of all pupils in secondary schools. Since
these schools enfoll such a large proportion of our early adolescent
“population, the programs they provide, the services they offer, their
administrative practices, and the character of their staffs have far-
reaching effects. : ‘ T o
These programs, serviges, practices, and staff characteristics con-
stitute the scope of. the present survey, the first of its extent and
coverage to be conducted on a nationwide basis. It is the result of
-planning by the staff of the Secondary Schools Section who were A
agreed that more attention needed to be given to this important - -
- segment of secondary education. N
The study is a sampling drawn from a universe of 4,549 junior
high schools and 7,841 junior-gsenior high schools. Because it is
- impossible for a very small school to have many of the gccepted
characteristics of a junior high school, junior high schools nrolling
fewer than 75 pupils and™junior-senior high schools with fewer than
125 pupils in grades 7 to 12 were excluded from the study. :
~ In general, the tables present separate data for the two types of
schools and for large and small schools within each type, making it
possible for the reader to judge, with the help of the accompanying
text, the differences that type and size make in educational oppor-
tunities for boys and girls. '

J. DaN Huwt - - . "Eric R. Baser
Director, Instructional “Assistant Commissioner
‘Programs Branch =~ . Drvision of Elementary and

Secondary Education

m
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I. Introduction

- "J*HIS IS A STUDY of grades 7 to 9 as they were found in junior

and junior-senior high schools in the 48 contiguous States and the
, District of Columbia. Included in the survey aré junior high schools
composed of grades 7 and 8 or of grades 8 and 9 as well as grades 7
to 9. No single-grade schools are included. No grade below 7 is
included even though it may have been reported as part of a junior
high school.  Junior high schools enrolling fewer than 75 pupils and
junior-senior high schools having fewer than 125 pupils in grades 7
h to 12 or 8 to 12, as the case might be, were eliminated from the uni-

verse of schools, from which the sample was taken. The remaining
junior and junior-senior high schools were stratified into two size
groups for eéach type of school and the sample was drawn as described -
in the Technical Appendix. . P .
Quiestionnaires were mailed to high school principals in February
1960. (A copy’of the questionnaire is included in the appendix.J A
second mailing took place in April, and a third in May of the same
vear. No returns received after June 15 were included in the final
tabulation.  Of the total of 1,507 questionnaires mailed, returns were
- received from 1,360, distributed as follows: v

C e

. p
¢« Enrollment si:ze Total sample 'va;s:ondem ’52'&7;'.‘?"

Juaior high schools:. : _
560209 ... .. 270 22 ¥ 896
00and tpore_ ..., 124 410 | 96.7

Junior-senior high schools: '

125¢0499. .. _____ ... ___ .. .. < 415 353 85. 1
"S00and more. ... o . - 398 35§ . 89.2
The returned questionnaires were edited for consistency by a staff

of forms analysts in the Educational Statistics Branch. Discrepancies

were dealt with, systematically, adjustiments being made on the basis

of related items wherever possible. The project sponsors did not at-

tempt through corresponding with high school principald to resolve

" inconsistencies or to obtain a response to unanswered items.  For this
reason the percentage of response varies from: item to item. After

editing, data from the questionnaires were transferred to punch cards

and processed mechanically. Tabulations- were reviewed for con-

sistency and internal accuracy, and necessary corrections were made. . -

. - 2 S : B |




-2 THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL : '
Most tables mclude an analysis of the rate of respopse to al’ert the )

reader.to the possibility of nonresponse bias. Since many- prmcnpals

failed to fill in one or more items, wide variability in the percentage '

_of total response will be observed. As a rule of thumb for interpret- -
ing these percentages, any responge rate much below 80 might be

~ considered cause for questioning the reliability of the data for that -
item from-the standpoint of representativeness of the response. The -
more serioys cases of nonresponse are discussed in the analytical text.
(For details, see Technical Appendix.) .

- Im this study when charactegstics of a grade are dnscussed the
percentages presented are based upon the number of schools having - '
that grade. Since within' each of the two types of schools—junior

~ and _ junior-seniorf-there are varying grade combinations, this may
have some bearing on the results For example, a.junior high school
‘of gra.des 7 and 8 only may have characteristics that are different

:from a junior high school with grades 7 to 9. Also a junior-senior

~ high school that does not include grade 7 may possibly have charac-

teristics dlﬂ‘erent. from one that does include the grade. |

[*4o0,




" Il. Background of the Junior High School
Gquh"DUriqg_ Half a Cehtury

. siNCE I'TS BEGINNING 50 years ago in Columbus, Ohio, and
Berkeley, Calif.;. the. separate junior high school has grown in
:mimber to approximately 5,000; it represents 21 percent of all sec- .
ongdary schools in the United States and enrolls 25 percent of their
pypils. - In the years since 1952, the separate junjor high schools
“iffcreased in number by half and in_enrollment by a fourth. The
jinior-senior high schaol which represented 36 percent of all second-
ary schools in 1952, in 1959 represented 42 percent for a total of
‘ore than 10,000 schools; it enrolls 32 percent of the Nation’s sec-

ondary school population. .
;' i The present study asked the question, “In what year were grades
(7. 8, and 9 in your school organized as a junior high school or as a _
| part of a junior-senior high school?” Understandably, the nonre-
. hponse was extremely high. One-fifth of junior high school principals, -
Jand nearly two-fifths of junior-senior high school principals failed to
/report the year of establishment. Frequently, principals wrote that .
 |¥his information was not available to them. o -
Heavy staff turnover experienced by many schools coupled with
_ /zln('.k of readily available records can result in a current staff knowing
!little of past events. For this reason a certain bias in the response
-#is indicated. Undoubtedly in most of the schools where principals
did not know the answer to the question, the current organizational
pattern was achieved before rather than since 1955. Had all prin-
cipals replied to this item it is probable that the percentages for some
~of the earlier years would be increased proportionately ‘more than
would the percentages for the more recent years. .
| Table 1 indicates the spread for the schools for which the year of
organization was reported. According to these figures more than 40
percent of existing junijor high schools and 30 percent of junior-senior
high schools were organized as such in 1950 or later. At the other
extremé, 19 percent of ‘junior high schools and 11 percent of existing -
Junior-senior high schools were 6rgani_zed prior to 1930. -

"Edmun(l'A. Fbr(i and Virgil ‘R. Walker, Public Sa'mdary Sehools.* No. 1. Statistics of Education in "
the United sz:;_m, 1958-50 8cries. Washington: U.8. Government Printing Office, 1961 ﬂO E-20032-59) p. 8-9.

3




4 , ' . THE -JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL .

Table 1.—Percentage distribution of schools by year of organlxahou, and
type and size of school

. . Year of organization y Item
Type and size : . No re-
(enrollment) of Total re- |spond- |

school Since | 1950- | 1945~ | 1940- | 1930- | 1920- | Before |sponse!| ents

1955 54 49 | 4“4 3 2 1920 | . |
’ . JUNIOR HIGH SL"HO'OLS > '
Total. .. 100.0 'Qi.t 15,6 4.8 21 1.4 14.8 4.1 19.1 3]
75209 ... ......... 100.0 28.5 19.0 7.0 4.1 9.1 7.5 .8 26.0 19
300 and above...... 100.0 20.0 14.2 3.4 1.2 124 ) 181 5.6 16.1 k7]
JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS
. Total _.__._. 100,0 1.1 N 69 8.4 1.2 9.3 L3 %.¢ ’ [
125t0 499 . ... ... 100.0 14.2 12.7 8.5 5.7 1.1 85 1.4 39.9 a2
" 500 and above...... 100.0 21.4 ‘18.0 82 4.8 1.6 11.6 1.1 23 4 mn
1 Recause of the high rate of nonmi\once to the item of date of organization, the percent of nonresponse is
made an integral part of the table. In this respect thls table differs from other ta |es in the report.

In answer to the question, “Do vou have deﬁmte plans to reorganize
vour school within the next 2 vears so as to change the grouping of
grades 7, 8. and 9 with reference to other grades,” principals of 12
'percent of the junior high schools and 15 percent of the junior-senior
high schools replled in the affirmative. Their brief explanatlons of
‘these plans were in many cases inconclusive, such as arranging for
makeshift or temporary provisions necessltated by overcrowding,

moving into a new building, school consolidation, or the outcome of a
- bond/ issue. The more pertinent reasons given for a change are as
follows: a _ S

Of the 79 junior high schools planning to make a change in grade
groupings, 34 percent were 2-year schools which would add grade 9,
thus becoming 3-year junior high schools; and 20 percent were schools |
which would convert to something other than. grade 7 to 9 schools, A

“that is, they would include graded 5 to 8,6 to 8, or 7 and 8 in their _.
orgamzatlona] pattern. Of the 113 junior-senior high schools report-
“ing plans to reorganize, 22 percent. nearly all of which fall into the !
small-school category, planned to develop.an 8—4- organizational
structure. Forty-three percent of those contemplating a change

‘would become separate 2- or 3-vear junior hlgh schools o

Purposes and Fundlom Ascribed to tho
" Jumor High School

. For some time a belief has been growmg that many educators are |
: tendmg to lose sight of the unique character of the funetions the j )umor

)
“ o
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high school was designed to fulfill. Often, the junior high school of
today may be little more than a high school for younger boys and
girls and a preparatory school for the senior high school. It is said
that its primarily academic program relates only minimally to the
immediate physical, social, and emotional growth needs, education-
ally speaking, of the young adolescent, but largely to the academic

and specialized preparation to follow in the senior high school. . Cus-
tomarily, each individual subject is taught logically and sequentially

in periods of uniform length. o , » _

The purposes and functions of the junior.high school have been |
stated and restated many times since; the ' Committee of Ten on Sec-
ondary School Studies headed by Charles W- Eliot, President of

Harvard University, recommended in 1894 that elementary school
work be reduced to 6 years so that secondary school subjects might
be introduced at grade 7, and students be enabled to enter college at
an earlier age. This outcome of reorganization was not affirmed by
subsequent study groups. ‘ ' :

Later committees and commissions recognized the difference in the
nature of pupils in grades 7 and 8, expressing the belief that the 7th
rather than the 9th grade represented a significant turning point in
the pupil’s life, and that this age of adolescence demanded new
methods. and wiser direction. It was felt also that a division after

~ grade 6 would serve to reduce the heavy dropout rate and also would
result in a better articulated system of education. '

The Commission on the Reorganization of Secondary Education in
1918 recommended that “in the junior period [of the secondary school]
emphasis should be placed upon the attempt to help the pupil explore
his own aptitudes and to make at least provisional choice of the kinds
of work to which he shall devote himself . . . In the junior high
schools there should be a gradual introduction of departmental in-

struction, some choice of subjects under guidance, promotion by sub-
jects, prevocational courses and a social organization that calls for
the initiative and develops the sense of personal responsibility for
the welfare of the group.” ? : ; :

One of the most frequently quoted statements of functions of the -
junior high school was formulated some years ago by William Gruhn
and Harl Douglass.® It provides for: '

1. integration of learnings into effective and wholesome pupil behavior ?
2. discovery and exploration of pupils’ specialized interests; aptitudes, and
" abilities; ' .

‘1 Cardinal Principles of Secondary Education. A Report of the Commission on the Reorganization of _
Secondary Fducation; appointed by the National Education Association. - Bureay of Education Bulletin -
1918, No. 35. p. 19. : - : ‘ 3 = "

! Willilam T. Gruhn and llar) R. Douglass, The Modern Junior High School. New York: Ronald Press, - .

147, Rev. 1956. 4p. 31-32, ) ' : . -
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. guidance to hssigt pupils in making wise choices educationally, vocation.

ally, and in their personal and social living ;4

. differentiation of educational facilities and opportunities to care for the
- varied backgrounds and needs of pupils; -

. socialization, or the provision of learning oxporiénces to prepare pupils tp

participate in the present sogial order and to contribute to future changes;
and ' % ‘ . ; _ ¢
articition through making possible a gradual transition from elementary
to senior high school. :

The present study which is the first of its kind undertaken by the
Office of Education . will make it possible for the reader to identify
some practices that contribute to, or perhaps deny, the functions
ascribed to the junior high school by individual writers, committees,
and commissions. : . - :

The study will also attempt to throw light on the questions often
~asked: How.do the programs and practices of the separate junior
. high school compare with those of the junior-genior high school?
How much difference does size make?

N T

i
5
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1. Administrative Arrangemients .+ .

HE ARRANGEMENTS discussed in this section are confined to
¥ those with an element of time, a topic that has been receiving

Y
'S

~ considerable attention from persons interested in increasing total

pupil accomplishment. Those who advocate adding to the length ..
of time pupils are in school émphasize the continuing expansion of. . -

knowledge which affects the information that must be acquired by .- -
every pupil.  They stress too the need for more intensive specia.liiq_-'
tion in a particular field. Increasing the length of the school day or-

school year, they say, will assist the school to accomplish its task. -

On the other hand, practical considerations resulting from crowded

conditions in many schools have brought about a shorter school day

for some pupils since they must share the building with & second shift
~ of pupils. ’

While it is not possible for the present study to indicate time trends
for pupils and teachers, the study does establish g base line against

- which future studies of the length of the school day and school year

may report trends.

Double and Staggered Sessions

- Double sessions for all or part of the day are one means by which
schools have been able to take care of their burgeoning enrollments

over the past decade. Deplorable as they have seemed to school
people they have had to be used when new buildings could not be -

provided in time to receive the fall enrollments, when makeshift

Iacilities were not available, when crowding in present facilities during

n single session could be €arried no further. L
. The Office of Education has presented figures from time to time

showing the percent of public school pupils attending school on a less °

than full-day basis. A recent statistical survey of ‘public secondary

“schools,! for example, reported that 1.4 percent of the 11 million

pupils were scheduled i this way in the’spring of 1959. In junior

high sckool, 0.7 percent wefe on double sessions; in junior-senior high
school, 1.5 percent. Another Office study, one of school systems in

[

! Edmund A. Ford and Virgil R. Walker, op. cit., p. 15. .
. . . 7 .
~ V:-‘ﬁ“ ) . B . B ’ - ] . ) .‘ B T ’ .o e ‘s . %% o . .; A




S ” THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL .

urban places with populations above 2,500, conducted in the fall of
1958,* found that, for grades 7 4nd 8 in the elementary school, 2,
percent of the school systems having these grades were on double
sessions entirelv and 1.4 percent were: using double sessions in some
partial degree, for a total of about 3.5 percent. o
The present study reveals that approximately 3.1 percent of junior
‘and 4.9 percent of junior-senior high schools, or 4.3 percent of the
combined groups, were in the spring of 1960 on a double-session basis.
The present study also obtained information on the number of
schools using staggered sessions, in which there is an overlapping
- period during the middle of the day when.alt pupils are in school,
~ Such sessions may or may not result in a shorter school day for -
pupils. The extent to which schools use these two methods of pro-
viding for pupils when facilities are inadequate for the entire enroll-
ment to receive instruction at the same time is as follows:

¥ Pecentof

: ' ) Double Staggered

. sessions sessions

Junior high school total . _ . _________._ . _____. ___ > LA 23
75to299enrollment__.____.________..._._._ 6.3 .9
300 and above enrollment _ . ______.____.__ . 1.7 29
Junior-senior high school total . _.____ ... _______ .49 2.3
125 to 499 enrollment ... .. _.___. .. ... _____ 58 1.5

500 and above enrollment_ _________._.______ 2.3 4

It can be observed that the smaller schools, both junior and junior-
senior, use double sessions more often than do the larger schools.
The larger schools, on the other hand, m@)ore prone. to resort to
staggered sessions. o '

Length of the “School Year

Respondents were asked, “How many days during the 1958-59
school year was the school in session, that is, days on which the student
body as a whole was engaged in school activities under the guidance
and direction of teachers?”’ Approximately half of the schools of each '
type that replied reported a school year of 180 days or more. (See |
table. 2.) Variations in length of school term were greater by size
of school than by type, the large schools of both types tending to a
longer school year: "Approximately 60 percent of the large schools
‘had terms of 180 days or more.in contrast to about 40 percent of the
small schools. It should be noted that size of school is a factor in

1 Stuart E Dean, Elementary School Administration aud'Orgaan!lmq. Office of Education Bulletin }_

1960, No. 11. Washington: .U.8. Government Printing Office. (O E-23008) p. 44.
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Table 2.—Percentage distribution of.schools by length of school year, }by -
' type and size of scluopl: 1958-59 L

o Number of days school was in sessfon Response analysis
Type and size (en- | Total . | . -
m'll'mem) of Wml 180 or 175 to 170 to 165 to Fewer Item Percent
) 5] above 179 174 169 than respond- | tetal
oo 165 ents  [-response

e " L g

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

Total ..._.. 1 54.0 3.8 82 R o1 (3] 1.2
W29 . 100.0 38.9 - 50.2 10.5 .0 -4 39 | 88.8
d0 and ahove ... . 100.0 60.8 31.8 71 .3 1} 393 92.7

JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

Total . .. 1000 4.1 L3 19.8 LY L3 o 88.8
12510499, ... .. 100.0 40.3 33.4 20 2.6 1.7 350 - 84.3
S0 and above. ... ... 100.0 629 24.9 122 .0 .0 kN 86.7

determining length of school year only in that large schools tend to be
~ located in large city and suburban school districts and these large
population centers often increase the days on which school is in session
beyond the State minimum. Small population districts on the other
~ hand tend to abide by the State minimum. Thijs relation of length
of school year to size of school district is affirmed in Dean’s study *
of elementary schools in which he reported that 71 percent of urban
places in the population group of 100,000 and over in contrast to 50
percent in the population group of 2,500 to 9,999 had a schookyear of
- 180 days or more. : ' _ o ‘
Very few junior and junior-senior high schools had a school year of
fewer than 170 days according to the respondents in the present study.
An estimated total of 260, or 2.1 percent of the 12,390 schools in the
universe covered by the study had a school year so short.

) ~ Length of the School Day
For Pupils -

SiX to 6% hours exclusive of the lunch period was the prevalent
length of school day for junior and junior-senior high school pupils in
1959-60. Two-thirds of the schools reported that pupils must be in

- sthgol for this length of time each day. (See table 3.) Approxi-
- matelithree-fourths of the schools had a school day of 6 to 7 hours.
~ The school day found in this study is somewhat longer ‘than that
- typical for 7th and §th graders in school systems baving 8-grade ele-
- entary schools as reported by Dean in the Office of Education study -
- ? Stuart E. Dean, 6p. cit., p. 3. A
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conducted in 1958-59.* There the preponderance of the respondents

(86.1 percent) reported a school day exclusive of lunch of 5% or 6

hours. A school day of at least 6 hours was reported by.54.2 percent
~ of the school systems.

-~

Table 3.—Percentage distribution of schools by“nufnbﬂ of clock ﬁoun in
the school day! for pupils, and type and size of school

Number of clock hours for puplls, Response analysts |
Type and size . PR — — i
(enrollment) Total .
of school Fewer N Item | Percent
S than S| St| 83s[ S3| 6| al| 633 63| 7 |lrespond-| total
. ’ ) ents [response
JUNIOR HIGH 8CHOOLS
_ Total....... || es|vr|an|ne|0sses|imnlms|n|ae Tt X
Wto29 ... ....... 100.0 ATLTILT 74104119 11.3]82]30 ol RS.6
300 and above.......| 100.0 .1 {3.1[46]7.8(9.1[34.2{18.6[14.5]/31 139, 386 91.0 )
JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS
Tota)......... 100.0 03| L4 | L8 |80]0.5 (3¢ 151(12.3/50]126 858 n
125t0499. . __........ 100.0 0f .9119|78]93(33.5(14.6(189 8377 2 7.6
500 and above. ......| 100.0 9127| .6/920/10.5 385174 [13.3]4¢.5]|24¢ 333 8.7

1 Extlusive of lunch period. . ‘
Norx: Percentages do not always add to 100 because of rounding of figures. :

+

By region.—Because it. was believed that differences in length of
school day are more pronounced among regions of the country than P
by type of school or size of school, data were tabulated according to
the four regions of the United States frequently used in Office of |
Education studies: North Atlantic, 11 States and the District of
Columbia; Southeast, 12 States; Great Lakes and Plains, 12 States;
West and Southwest, 15 States. :

Table 4 indicates that in 195960, 42 percent of all junior high |

- schools in the North Atlantic region had a school day for pupils of
4 to 5% hours, while an average of only 8 percent of the schools in
the other three regions had a day so short. At the other extreme, an |
average of about 45 percent of schools in these latter three regions I
had a school day in excess of 6 hours, while only 20 percent of the |
schools in the North Atlantic region had a day so long.

- For the junior-senior high schools, the relative difference among
the regions was not quite so marked. The respective percentages
for the short day in the North Atlantic region and the average of |
 the other three regions were about 21 and 11; for the longer school |
day, the percentages were about 29 and 42.

¢Ibid., p. 36.
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Table 4.—Percentage distribution of schools by number of clock hours in
~ the schoo! day r pupils, by geographic region, and fypc'of school

Number of clock hours for puplis || Response analysts’

Region Total
4105 | 8460 | 8310 | 83 to [ 6% to || reapmrmg. | TeECERE
1173 [ ] 634 7 ents | response

JUNIOR HIGH 8CHOOLS

Total United States... . 100.0 1 ¥ ] 1Lé 4.8 n4¢ 1.3 " 8.8

North Atlantle. ......_______| 1000 132] 201]| s73| 162 4.2 10 80.9

tireat lakes and Plains. . _____ .| 100.0 .9 83 9.4 8.0 6¢ 03 88.2
Southeast.. ... ... ____TTT7°" .100.0|. 1.8 27| ¢0.6| a6 4.3 19 87.9

West and Bouthwest ... - 100.0[ ..6 67| s0.¢4| 20| 133 168 886

JUNIORSBENIOR HIGH 8CHOOLS

Total United States... . 1000 Ly .6 “.4é n iLe s | N3

North Atlantie. ._..__.____" """ 1000 28| IR3)| s0.6] ;™7 4“9 161 78.3

‘ Great Lakes and Plains. . . 100.0 .2 30| 48| 37.6]| 157 180 77.0
Southeast ... . ... __ "7 100.0 281 123] 4.6 327| 106 262 821

i 0] 188| 849 190 106 8 7.2

West and Southwest. ... . . 100.0

4

For Teachers

Respondents were asked to check to the nearest quarter hour the
number of clock hours full-time classroom teachers are normally
required to be in school during a teaching day, including the lunch
period. The results are shown in table 5. Approximately three-.
fourths of- all schools responding required teachers to be in school
7 to 8 hours, a figure. comparable with the 75 percent of schools
requiring a"ttendanoe by pupils from 6 to 7 hours exclusive of lunch.

Table 5.—Percentage distribution of schools by number of clock houis in
the school doy ! for teachers, and type and size of school

. Number of cdlock hours for teachers : I:Sonu
: . ysis
Type and sise
(enrollment) Total B B )
of school . Fewer ) Item | Percent
than 6| 63| 6}s 0% 7| 7% M % 8 re- total
6 | 1 spond-| re-
i ents | sponse
- JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS
Total.. .. ____ 100 20|33 C.i 5.6 |68 (307 )14.5(19.8 [10.0 1.1 o 9.1
Sto299 . TTC 100.0 1.2122(22]87|79(23.1 /166 |19.7 9.6 |11.8 22 84.8
300 and above...___ | 100.0 2643565661 (209132 [10.3 10.2 (122 3% 9”7
JUNIOR-S8ENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS
o Total . _.______| 100, (RS AR RITY] ) 4 (10,8 |2 .8 [ ] [ X/
12510499 7T :oo.o ts 7127|179 %0 %6 10.7 121.7 [ & 2 [10.1 328 7.1
500 and above.....__| 100.0 |’ 1.514.2 11 128 | 9.0 |21 1128 21 69 338 84.2
! Including the!lupch pertod. o -

- 681307 0—83——2 _

- ‘
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Nunibor‘ and Length of Class ods
oh o Clo g

In general, the tendency in both junior and J unio;'-eonior high schools

was for a school day of six 55- to 59-minute periods. There were, of
course, many variations. (See tables 6 and 7.) The small junior high
school was more likely to have more periods shorter than 50 minutes,
than was the large junior high school. For the junior-senior high
school, size seems to have made no significant difference in number of
periods; it did make some slight difference in period length, more of
the smaller schools tending to a longer period (55 minutes or more)
than the large schools of this type.

There was little difference between the junior and junior-senior high
school in the number of periods in the school day. There were dif-
ferences in the length of period, however. As shown in the tabulation
below, less than one-third of junior high schools had the long period of
55 minutes or more while more than one-half of the junior-senior high
schools had the long period. If, as is usually done, the break between
long and short periods is made at 50 minutes, the difference lessens,

but still exists. -
-

. * Junior high  Jumior-senior

Length of period 4 i schools  Aigh schools
Otoddminutes..._ ... 17. 2 15.9
S0 49minutes. ... . - 2. 4 129
50(054minutos-.......-..._T ................... 28. 8 18 3

55 to 59 minutes_ .. _ . . ol SO - ol 28 4 44.8
Over 60 minutes. ... ... .. ... . _ -l m 42 81
100. 0 100. 0

Table 6.—Percentage distribution bf junior high schools by number of class
' periods, length of period, and size of school

. -
Junior high schools with 75 to 299 Junijor high schools with $00 and
Length-of perjod pupils, by number of periods more pupils, by number of periods
in minutes -
. ) , : :
11‘0:»1} s e [ 7 i 8 i v |Totall $ [ 6 | 7|8 | 9
I i
O N Y I %
Total. .. . . 1100.0 i u'i [TR i n.ol 13| 1.8 1000 3.1 I 6.3 2| 12 ]
LSl (R ' i —
! ; [T i
wioss "3l ool .n' .4 l na' wsles) ol 1k xo! a2] »
Stody ... U SN S |.m] 66 01100 0f 49128 13| 0
Stes4. . P2ta ' w10, w2l 8 o3| x|24e 64! .0 .0
SStosy. .l 20| 5|4 | 31 0l Jof{2z:| 10l2%7] 1o o] o
60 plus 82| 18 3.5} 0' 0| Tof 39 ”l 23| 0| 3} .o
Response analysis
Item respondents. ... ... . 220 3% *
Percent total response. ... 84.8 9.9

<

= i
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Table 7.—Percentage distribution of juniorsenior high schools by number
of class periods, length of period, and size of school o
. v J thiss | J Y 0
[mmnh mg puiodh _ QWNL mm«ﬂm' .?m meore puplls, 1&?&'&&"%
u X
’ Tatal] & [ ] 7 8 9 [Total] 8 [ ] 7 8 ]
Total .. ... W0l no o n e neimo| o5 fme|ome|ws]| o1
.0 3] 81 86 3¢ 179 3] L8| 48] o8 L2
. .0 1.8 ¢8| 28 0] 173 .3 L8 [108] 48 .0
HERIN] a9 .0 0|%28| .0|]123]| 81 .0 .0
1.2 339 11.¢ .0 0| %e| 24|37 23 .0 .0
1.3]. .7 .0 .0 0| &7 L8] a3 .0 .0 .0
] [
‘f
™ s
mi 834

ﬁ " For comparative purposes the findings of two earlier studies may
be cited. Gruhn and Douglass ® reported in 1956 that the most
common practice was to have a six-period day (53 percent of the
schools) or a seven-period day (30 percent) of 50- or 55-minute periods
(45 percent of the schools). In Lounsbury’s survey, ¢ class periods
generally ran 45-55 minutes with six being the most prevalent and
seven running a close second.

! Gruhn and Douglass, op. cit. p. 345-346. - @
' Willtam Van Til, Gordon F. Vars, and John H. Lounsbury, Moders Bducation for the Junior High Scheel
Years. Indianapolis, Ind.: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1981. p. 30, »
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IV. Organization for Instruction

TO GROUP or not to group homogeneously®  Block-time classes,
or complete departmentalization? Study halls, or supervised study
~during classes? A homeroom or actjvity period for extraclass and
~other activitics? A central library \&lh librarian and/or classroom
libraries? Audiovisual equipment as a supplementary aid to instruc- _
tion? . . . These are the procedures, methods, or practices reported
upon in this chapter. Principals were asked, “Do you have . . . ?
Sometimes, “How much do you have . . . ?”" “What varieties do
you have . . . ?” “What criteria do you use . . .?”" Summaries of
their answers lo questions such as these are included. - ]

Grouping of .Pt;pils in Class Sections

The grouping of pupils for instructional- purposes occurs: whether
it takes place within the class itself or as pupils are grouped by class
sections (where there is more than one class group) according to
some pattern of homogenelty The type of grouping, which in many
schools takes place within the class itself, it was believed, was too
difficult to determine by menns of questionnaires answered by prin-
cipals. This study, therefore concerns nlself only with the make-up
of class sections.

First, the schools were asked whether or not they had more than
one class section in each grade. As would be expected, more than
95 percent of the high-enrollment schools had. However, the per-
centage of-the low-enrollment schools with ‘more than one section
was much smaller. Only 67 percent of the small junior-senior high
schools but 87 percent of the small jumor high schoals had ‘multiple
sections.

The junior high schools were more likely than were the junior-
senior high schools to use various criteria in grouping pupils in these
sections for more_effective learning._ In answer to the question, *
“Do you use homogeneous grouping as a basis for establishing these
class sections?’’ 74 percent of all 1umor high schools having secti

junior-senior Iugh schools did so. In both orgamzntlonal groups 8

~ smaller, proportlon of low- than high-enrollment schools used this..

type of grouping to establish sections. For example, 61 percent of
1 S L .
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the small junior high schools and 54 percent of the small junior-senior
high schools used grouping 1o establish class sections while 20 percent
more of. t_l}x_g;}l{_arge’ sehebls in both groups used this kind of grouping.

Criteria Used' in Grouping

Table 8 indicates the tvpe or types of criteria.used by the schools
. to determine grouping for the purpose of improving the learning-
teaching situation. The five criteria most widely used for this
purpose were found to be intelligence quotients, school marks, reading
levels, standardized achievement test results, and teacher estimates,
These may have been used singly or in combination with others.
However, because of the large percentages shown using each of the
criteria, it is evident that most of the schools us% several rather than
any single one. Each was used by more than Ralf of all schools of
each type and size. | T :
Considerably fewer schools used such criteria as interests, special
aptitudes, and social and physical maturity. -~ £\
On the whole, smaller proportions of the low-8
than of high-enrollment schools used mosy. of the criteria implying.
that the low-enrollment schools used fewer criteria in determining

their homogeneous groups than did,g}ufée with high enrollments.

A
[ very large. The only ngtable
drtion of schools using readin “levels
grade 7 to grade 9 while __the{p;iionion "

and special aptitudes inza{aqd.‘
ound that, junior high scho aving class sec-

h

tions were more Jikély than junior-senior bighné/hoo]a/to group pupils
in these sectiops for effective learning t e use of various
criteria.  Thg/eriteria most commonly in beth junior and junior-//
- senior higlyéichools were intelligence otients; school marks, }eadyzz
lavels. stf t results, and teacher/astilpatm.
 Rayee junior and junior-seniof high
Is-and between grades were found in the criterig used. How-

°r, small schools tended to use fewer criteria in, ét;bﬁshing their
sgroups than did large schools. y R

In summary, it w b

5
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Group’ing for Effective Leaming

tions made such groupings in mathematics alone and in combination
with other subjects, and English alone and in combination. (See
tables 9 and 10.) In grades 7 and 8, approximately 9 out of 10 schools
used these subjects for grouping while only about 3 out of 4 of the
schools grouped on the basis of social studies or science. The use of
social studies and science as a basis for grouping reached approximately

. 8 out of 10 for junior-senior high schools.
. T

Table 9.—P¢ncnﬁze distribution of iuniof,j high schools havinj'homogcn'e-'

ous groups by subject areas or combinations of areas, grade, and type
and size of school e
- Qrade? Grade 8 i Grade 9
: Enrollment Enrollment Enroliment
Subject matter areas 2
: Total j Total Total
8t 300 75 to 300 75 to 300
209 | and 209 and 22 and
above . above above
Total ... _____ . .. 100.0 [ 100.0 | 1000 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 1000 100.0
English (only)._______ "7°°" . 28 1.0 3.4 29 1.0 3.4 20 .0 33
Social studies (only)____ - 0| .0 .0 .2 1.0 .0 .0 .0 .
Mathematics (only)....__.. 4.6 1.9 5.4 4.3 3.8 4.4 7.7 1.7 7,

- Science (only) ... __ " TT°" .3 .0 .3 .0 .0 .0 .4 .0 o
English and social studijes . . 2.8 L9, 3.0 24 1.0 27 20 2.4 2
English and mathematics... 8.9 L0 11 8.8 3.8 10.1 128 2.4 13.
English and science....__ .- .8 1.0 .3 .8 1.0 .3 - .3 24 .
Mathematics aind science ... 1.8 1.0 20 26 1.0 3.0 5.8 9.3 8.
English, social studies, and

mathematics_..... " 9.8 65] 107 171, 3.8 8.8 6.6 4.9 6.
English, mathematics, and . N

sclence... ... . . . 4.2 47| - 40 391; 38 6.4 16.3 2.6 18.7
English, social studies, | =

mathematics, and science.| 63.8 81.1 0.4 ‘646 8.7 00.9 46.0 46.1 45.9
Allothers........___... . .8 1.0 .3 .2 10, .0 .4 .0 .4
Total English..._____ .. 1 928 95.871 920 927 9.0 922.6 86.0 8.8 86.9
Total socialstudies . . ..~ 76.9 89:3 7.5 75.1 85. 4 72.4 4.9 83.0 55.1
Total mathematics. .. . B.6( 958 93.0 9.1 95. 8 9.7 .9 0.7 95.0
Total science...._..__ .. 7" 70.4 86.6 66.5 3.6 84.4 70.7 69.0 8.5 67.8

Response analysis )

Item respondents._..__ . __ 406 108 298 402 108 22 304 43 1
Percent total response ...~ 85.3 76.8 895 84.6 74.9 89.1 85.0 75.8 80.3

- Whilea highér proportion of the small than of the large junior high
schools practi_gd homogeneous grouping in the 7th and 8th grades,
no regular paftern was evident in any grade in the junior-senior high

schools. ' '
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Of the junior and junior-senior high schools which used homogeneous
grouping as a basis for establishing class sections, the highest propor- .

h
-

In grades 7 and 8 large majorities of each group of schools used
such grouping in all four subjects—English, social studies, mathe- -

matics, and science. In the 9ih grade approximately half the schools,
a great plurality, grouped pupils in these four subjects. In the 7th
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and 8th grades no other combinations of subjects attracted large pro-
portions. of schools but in the 9th grades the combination of English,
mathematics, and science provided the basis for grouping in rather
large proportions of schools and the combination of English and
mathematics attracted the next highest proportion. -

Table 10.—Percentage distribution of junior-senior high schools l\avingb

homogeneous groups by subject areas or combinations of areas, grade,
and type and size of school _ :

Gmdg 7 Qrade 8 Grade 9
Subject matter areas Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment
Total | Total ‘| Total
125 to | 500 and 125 to | 500and 125 to | 500 and
499 above 499 shove 499 above
Total ... . . 1000 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 1000 | 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.4
English (only)..______ 200 1| as| 33| 2x| el sol 27 8.3
Social studies (only). .. .0 .0 .0 .2 .0 .5 .2 .0 .5
Mathematics (only)._.._._. 21 2.2 2.0 2.2 1.9 27 7.2 9.0 4.6
Science (only)_ .~ - .6 1.1 .0 .2 .0 .8 3 .0 .8
English and soclal studies. . 1.2 1.1 1.4 1.6 1.9 1.3 1.8 1.8 1.8
English and mathematics__ 6.1 1.6 4.0 8.3 9.3 71 1.7 10.8 12.9
English and science. ...~ .6 .0 1.4 .0 .0 .0 .2 0 .5
Mathematics and sclence .. . LS 1.1 2.0 1.3 .9 1.7 3.6 4.5 2.3
English, soclal studies, and )
mathematics . ____ oaoooge 3.6 4.4 25 4.7 58 3.8 5.2 6.3 3.7
English, mathematics, and )
seence. .. ... 5.1 5.4 4.6 6.1 7.4 4.4 1.1 10.8 1.5
English,  soclal  studies, i
- mathematics, and sclence w1 76.1 78.2| 714 69.5 7.3 51.8 51.4 52,
Allothers.. ... . . .0 .0 .0 .5 .9 .0 1.9 2.7 1
:Fo!al English. . ... . . 5. 8 95.7 8.1 98, 2 97.4 .7 R7.0 R3.8 0.
"ota) social studies. ... . 8.9 Kl.6 82. 4 N6 77.9 9.7 f1.1 2.2 5.
Total mathematics . .. ... 95. 4 9.8 3.5 94.3 94. 5 9.9 91.9 94.6 88,
Total selence ..._.._ . ] .9 831.8 86. 4 TR N8 8L.O | -68.4 8.5 a8,
——— ¥
Response analysis
Item respondénfs. .. . _ 208 92 197 334 108 226 3N 1n 217
Percent total response. .. ... 4.8 72.8 7.0 74.8 71.8 80.6 74.8 73.8 77.4

Block-time Classes and Unified
/I.eorning Experiences

Complete departmentalization as represented by a different teacher
for each'slass period prevailed in the 9th grade of the large schools
and was least common in the 7th grade of the -small junior-senior
high schools. (See table 11.) Traditionally, 9th grades were
departmentalized and 7th grades as part of the elementary school
were not. In the transition, the junior-senior high school appears
more often to retain the one-teacher arrangement at- the 7th-grade

i 228
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level than does the separately oxganizéd junior high school. Complete
departmentalization wag Practiced by the schools in the study roughly

and 80 percent of the 9th grades. - , ~

In small schools pupils Decessarily have more thap one class a day
with a single teacher. The extent to which this occurs through
expediency or perhaps tradition can be seen in table 1] by totaling
columns 3, 4, and 6 for each type and size of school. Roughly two .
to three times as many small schools as large are found at any grade
level. Column 5 presents g somewhat different situation In both

Table 11.—Percentage distribution of schools, by number of periods that
pupils are cmigncj to a single teacher, by grade, and type and size of

school \
L’Numbcof‘dodapupﬂsmldmd to teacher— || Response analysis
Type and size (enrollment) of ) k) I
school 2t03 | 2¢03 : Item Percent
Total Al | Nearly | consec- non- | 8ingle || respond- total
all utive | consec- only ents response
utive
1 2 3 ‘ s | 7 ) ’
GRADE 7
Junior high schools

Total.. .. .. _ ... 1000 LS 0 3.6 14.1 41.8 638 ;3.1
Bww. T 100.0 1.7 3.3 29 2.8 51.3 0. 88.9
300 and above_ . 100.0 1.8 28 38 4 1.1 46.2 398 95.3

Junior-senior high schools | - .

Total ... ... 1000 9.4 [ %] 12.8 2. ¢ 4.2 (2. ] 85,2
26todge. (1777 100.0 L1 6.0 16.1 28.0 41.8 316 8.3
% and above... T 11Tt .| 100.0 4.3 4.9 2.7 10.9 8.2 04| 880

GRADE 8
Junior high schools =

Total ... . .0l 60l L3 | gy e o ne
SAl029 T 100.0 .8 25 18.9 2.9 56.9 239 88.5
40 and above, .. 17777000 100.0 1.0 1.3 2.5 9.6 64.6 398 3.6

Junior-sentor high schools ’

Totad ... ... .. 1000 39 3.6 1.3 0.4 8.8 885 84.4
5tndgg _ ___JTTTTTTTmmmee- 100.0 5.0 4.1 1451 24.5| 519 330 82.4
0 and above 1717 100.0 .9 20 17.6 9.0 70.3 M6 87.2

' . GRADE ¢
Junior high schools |

Total ... ... S| M4 L] wa| 53 e - 444 n.7
dlo [T ITTTTI 100.0 .9 3.5 11.3 20.0 64.3 o 113 8.8
%W and above. 1 1TTTT T 100.0 L3 .6 8.5 46 848 320 96.1

Junior-senior bigh schoots ' .

Total.... .. ... .. .| 1000 $ L3 a3 wea| saafl ey 8.0
12510 499 T TTTTm e 100.0 1.2 1.5 4.4 12.9 80.0 340 8.0
W0 and ahove. 11T 100.0 0 .9 41 26 924 M1 85.9

X K3
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the 7th and 8th grades of both types of schools the percentage of -
large schools having 2 to 3 consecutive periods with a teacher exceeded
that for small schools. For this, the planned block-time and core
classes were largely responsible.

In order that this survey might present more direct information
about the status of block-time classes, principals were asked to indicate
whether their schools have planned block-time classes (a class re-
maining with one' teacher for two or more consecutive periods and
cambining two or more required subjects that would otherwise be
taught separately). The response for the four types of schools was as
follows:

Percent
Borktime
Type of schood classes
Junior high schools
Total . 43.5
15 80 299 28.2
300 and above. ... ... ... .. 50. 7
Junior-senior high schools :
Total---____-_.--_----._._.; ........... '.-_---_.-.-.'-_--. 212
125 t0 499 . e 18. 4
500 and above. . _ . ____ . 29.0

These figures represent an increase in the number of block-time
classes in both junior and junior-senior high schools since 1956-57
when the data reported in the last Office study in this field were
gathered.! In the following tabulations, the 1959-60 percentages
have been adjusted to make them comparable with the percentages
shown for the earlier years. The smaller schools, junior high schools
of less than 75 enrollment and junior-senior high schools of less than
125 enrollment, were excluded from the present survey but included
in the 1948-49 and 1956-57 studies. The adjustments were made on
“the assumption that none of.these schools had block-time classes in
1959-60. Therefore, the percentages shown in this table are probably
conservative estimates. They, nevertheless, point to a trend.

1948491 . 1956-57 195960
Junior highschools__ .- _____ . ___ .. __ ... . _. 15. R 31. 4 10. 0
Junior-senior high schools_.________.___ ____. 6. 4 12. 1 16. 4

In each of the three studies the large junior high schools reported
the most extensive use of block-time clusses.  Since size groupings in
the carlier studies differed from those in the present survey, compuri-
sons relative to size cannot he made.

VGree S, Wright, Block-time Claswes and the Core Program in the Junior Iligh Schood, -U.S, Oflice of

Education Bulietin 1958, No. 6.
2 Grace S, Wright, Core Curriculum in Pullic Ilmh Schools. U &, Oftice of Educaution Bulletin 1950, No. 5.




A SURVEY OF GRADES 7, 8, AND 9 21

Subjects in Block-time Classes

Since the 1930’s when experimental work with core programs was
begun in some secondary schools, language arts and social studies ,
have been the subjects most ofien combined or replaced in the block- -
of-time that serves as the organizational pattern for such programs.
The present study (table 12) also shows a sizable number of schools
having a mathematics-science block. Frequently schools will have
both subject combinations, one teacher having a group of pupils for
the language arts-social studies block-time class and another teaching
them mathematics and science in a block of time.

Table 12.—Percent of schools with block-time clases, havin specified
subject combinations, by grade, and type and size of niool

. “Bubject combinations ;
Type and size (enrollment|
| Tt ooty L e | s
S studies the- the- | matics | sclence Other
Q ma ma
'32: matics | matics-
’ - sclence
GRADE 7
Junior high schoels ’
.................... 0.8 .o L1 nms| s 2.0 1.9
Bo200. .. 7n.6 4.8 1.8 6.0 2.9 59 4.8
300and above.__.....__ T 7T 20 39 29 13.6 18.0 L0 24
Junior-senior high scheels
Total.._..._____..___.. w Y &1 % mns L7 30
1250400 ____. oot 8.8 6.4 6.4 9.8 25. 4 3.2 4.8
500and above.___._ . TTTT7CC 85.4 89 30 %9 19.8 2.0 .0
GRADE 8
Junlor high sehoels
.................... Y 16 L7 A me a1 L3
7510200, "7 usg 1.5 30 7.5 2.4 30 4.5
300and above._.__ T TTTCC ®.5 29 1.8 24 1.2 1.9 .8
Junier-senior high schoels
Total..__._______._.__. 04 53 L4 SIEY 18 it
125to490... _ ___ _"TTTTTTTTUCt 8.0 48] - 32 32 232 1.6 7.9
300and above_...__ 0T TTTTTTCC 8 89 1.0 89 16.8 50 .0
GRADE 9
Junier high scheels
.................... 16.4 4 3 3 (¥
St Tt lt' ::5 t0 :..6 :..0 :.5 .0
300 and above.______ 7o TTTTCC 1.8 .0 .8 LS
Junior-senier high schools
Total......_._._ 3 0 . ) 0 .0
gt eI I YT BT
500 and above..___ T TTTTTCC .9 a .0 .0 .0 4.0 .0 .0
The decrease in the percentages shown for all subject combinations
from grade 7 to grade 8 to grade 9 marks the decrease in the use of
block-time and core classes as the pupil progresses through the junior
high school grades.
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Methods of Unifying Teaching

The degree of subject-matter unification in block-time classes varies
by schools and by teachers within a school: It varies primarily in
accordance with the philosophy or purpose recognized by the staff.
Frequently that purpose is limited to providing a gradual transition
from the elementary school to the senior high school or to providing
for guidance within the classroom by giving each group of pupils one
teacher . who has an opportunity to know them better than do their
other class teachers. In such cases any unification of subject matter
i8 likely to be through individual teacher initiative. It is because of
the failure of most schools to develop a program that has the content
or procedural characteristics of core that the term “block-time” has
come into common usage. When, on the other hand, a school’s
purposé in providing block-time classes includes the development of
problem-centered units which pupils can recognize as significant for
them in their living today or as adult members of society a few years
hence, subject-matter lines will be broken down to provide for the best
possible integration of learning. : ,

As can be seen from the response analysis in table 13, the response
to the item asking principals to indicate the plans their schools follow [
in providing unified learning experiences was somewhat low, partic-
ularly for the junior-senior high schools. If the reader were to
assume that most of the nonresponse occurred when the school did
nothing to unify learning experiences, the percentages in column 2
would be increased. That is, the actual percentages of schools
making little or no provision for unifying learning experiences of
pupils could be said to fall between the following numbers far each

de level. ® :
gra ' ' Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9
Junior high schools. . _________. 30.1to34.4 338t039.3 39.8to47.4
~ Junior-senior high schools. . . __ 40.2t0 51.3 39.3 t0 45.6 46.5 to 54.2

In general, the percentages for “little or none’ are larger for the 9th
than the 7th and 8th grades, which is to be expected, since the 9th
grade assumes more of the characteristics of the senior high school.

Considering the nonresponse as “no provision”’ obviously would
lower proportionately the percentages for each of the plans reported in
‘columns 3, 4, and 5 of table 13. For example, the percentage of junic-
high schools organizing block-time classes in grade 7 for the purpose
of ‘providing unified learning experiences would be reduced from 32.9
to 30.9, and of junior-senior high schools from 19.8 to 16.1.

e — . )
! This analysis covers nonresponse bias only. Sampling error must still be considered as shown in the
Technical Appendix. : 4 N
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Respondents were presented
viding unified learning experiences.
the percentages of schools checking bloc

lower than those reported

is not surprising since, as has been sta

purpose for these classes to
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23
with three possible methods for pro- -
(See table 13.) The fact that
k-time classes as a method are
on page 20 as having block-time classes

ted, some schools consider thejr
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be related

incidentally if at all to instructional content and method.
Schools reporting the correlation of teaching of, the unification of

instruction around a central theme
also checked block-:time classes.

not. These latter may be

" Table 13.—Percent of schools using specified

are frequently those that have
In some instances, however, they are
either (1) Qéhools t};&t provide the same

;lam for unilylng loamin;

experiences, by grade, and type and size of schoo
Phnlaunlfyin(lumuexmm— Rupom.unlm
. N Teachers -
Typ\and site (enrollment) of school Block- | plan to- | unify in- || Item pe- Percent
Littleor [ time gother to | struction spond- | total re-
none classes | correlate around ents sponse .
teaching | central
theme
1 3 ] [ ] $ [ ] )
GRADE?
Junier high schoels ;
.............................. N1 - ¥ ] 8.8 15 895 8.9
150209 ... [T 32.0 1971 380 17.1 24 88.6
d0andsbove... 1 TITTTTmmeee 2.1 3.0 388 10. 4 374 80.5
Junior-senior high sehools ‘ N )
TN, U LA B8 w1 s e n1
12500490, . . [TTTTTTTTTTIImmm e, 41.0 17.3 41.3 17.3 4 208 70.1
momd-bova.-.-..-.-----.--...--.._.._-. 3.6 n7 488 M0 | 22 7.1
' . GRADE 8
Junier high schoels
....... e, ns 0.4 4.2 ni 869 86.0
I3029... . [ [ITTTTTmm e -38.9 14.7 2.4 17.3 1 83,5
300and above.___TTTTTT T 29 7.4 4.3 1n1 368 87.2
Jtlnhhuuluhunhuh
Mot e 80,8 187 8.9 14.8 [ ) 7.3
18to4p9...__ T TTTTTTITeeeme e 40.3 127 37.8 18°2 318 76.6
800 and above___JTTTTTI T . 3.4 18.6 43.4 128 313 789
GRADE ¢
Junier high schools
Totad________. S (] 0 8 us t ] 8L9
o [Tl sl B B u -
300and above__ 171 TTITIIT I 40.9 120 3.2 12.7 201 85.0
mem
Total L " V] &8 0.3 |78} 508 Y
TMtodep . [ ITIIITII e 47.0 63 81 14.6 302 .6
- %0and above_[IIIIIITI e “".9 4“4 4.8 133 204 1
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teacher for two or more subjects but because of administrative diffi-
culties have not found it feasible to schedule the classes in consecutive
periods, or (2) schools that through careful planning among their
staffs are attempting unification with a different-teacher-for-each-
subject approach. It is interesting to note that for these two practices
percentages of use vary only slightly from grade to grade.

Homeroom and Activity Periods

Approximately two-thirds of all schools in the study except the
small junior high school group had an activity or homeroom period of
at least 15 minutes in length meeting one or more times a week.
Roughly half of the small junior high schools reported such a period.
The percentage difference for this group may be due to the inclusion
of eight-grade schools which called their 7th and 8th grades a junior
high school but which had not departmentalized these grades.

Junior high schools Percent
T840 299 52.7
300andabove. ... .. __________ . 66. 9

Junior-senior high schools
12560499, .. ... .. . . ... . 63. 4
500andabove. ... .. ... _______ ... . 64. 2

The purpose of the item was to discover the number of schools
setting aside a period, of time during the school day for guidance and
extraclass activities. Respondents were asked not to report short

check periods used primarily for record-taking and other adminis-

trative routines. Therefore, no period of less than 15 minutes was
considered acceptable as an affirmative response. }

In some schools the type of period which is the concern of this sec-
tion is designated the homeroom period; it is relatively brief—15 to 20
minutes as a rule. Such a period provides a minimum of time for
homeroom guidance functions. In other schools, the period is desig-
nated an activity period. It is at least 30 minutes long; frequently
its length is the same as that of the regular class periods. This period
may be used for a variety of types of activity, especially when it is
scheduled daily. | '

Tables 14 and 15 point to several different practices in the pro-
graming of the homeroom or activity period. Three occur most often:
(1) Schools may schedule only guidance and general homeroom activ-
ities during the period. This practice was more typical of the junior
high schools, than it was of the junior-senior schools. (2) They may
schedule both guidance and extraclass activities, which is a prac-

tice more typical of the junior-senior than of the junior high schools. §
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able 14.—Percentage distribution of Junior high schools with o homeroom
or activity period, by type of activity, » and size of school

Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9
Enrollment t t
of activity Enrollmen Enrollmen
Total Total Total
CRF- A - ¥ ETY
above;| .. above sbove
Total.... ... ___ 1000 [ 1000 1000 100.0 | 100.0| 1000 1000 | 1000 100.0
idance (only) .. T°C 31.3 3.0 L8| 30.9| 304 L1 t Y ] 188 0.8
iraclass activ (only) &1 10.6 & 3 &1 10.7 33 48 K1 28
emblies (only).. ____ 4 1.8 .0 .7 1.8 .4 L3 31 .9
idance and extraciass ac-
vithes..._____________. 14.8 13.3 183 186 13.4 163 16.0 188 18. 4
idance and assemblies . .| 107 124 10.1 8.7 128 8.7 .7 ( §] 7.9
raciass activities and
:emblhs..-......;:&... 4.2 0 (¥ ] .2 .0 86 4.0 0 86
ance, extraclass v-
les, and assemblies .. __ 3.4 3.0 .3 3.8 3.3 .6 37.0 N1 8.4
Total guidance and
R 0.2 87.7 o2 %0.0| 87.85 80.7 80.3 830 90.5
Total clubs and extra- |
class activities_ . _.__ §7.8| &9 88.4 8.7 883 5.7 624 7.0 60.2
Total assemblies. .. %7 4.2 80.0 48 4 4.8 (1§ ] 80.6 4.8 50.8
Response analysis i j
respondents. ..______ . %) 113 M8 %3 113 381 m [ ]] M
snt total response......| 881 n7 80.8 8.7 no 90.9 87.2| 819 9.3

le 15.—Percentage distribution of junioreenior high schools with o
neroom or activity period, by type of acfivity, grade, and size of pclncol

Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9
Type of sctivity Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment
: Total . Total Total
125 to mﬂd 128 to | 500 and 128 to | 800 and
49 | abo above 490 | above
Potal....._..._ 1000 | 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 ( 1000 1000 1000
nee (only).... . ... 111 w1 ol 11| we| 143 163 176 120
lass activities (only)..| 66 58 86 66 632 7.6 70| a3 91
mu“(gm,)......_... 1.8 1.7 23 16 1.5 1.9 1.8 L6 24
00 extraciass ao-
.................... 21| n1| ns| ne| ns A.0|] nel ;3 183
toeand assembiies. .| ‘64 82| ‘o7 &85 4.6 7.6 5| ‘38 (%]
activities and
b e wsiivi| 48 %8 59 85 9.8 82| a2| o 53
08, extraciass acti
ind assembiies. .. ... 1) 83| m2] w1 w1 2 03| 83| 45
otal guidance and T
feneral | 89 27| m4| s3] ms]| a3 80| aas| w3
otal clubs and extrs- )
activitles . . M3l uol 73| ws| 3| 22 e T 7.1
otal assemblies. - Ri| 20| 0| 87| a0l &1 58| s28| 809
pondents. - o 250 1 188 04 19 10 402 19 200
tommpon-'] ol wr| 4| 11| 1| 3o 1| ue| ‘mo
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percent of the junior-senior high schools, variations being by grade

- level and size of school.

Of the three functions of the homeroom period considered, that
which includes guidance and general homeroom activities was the most
prevalent. It was reported by 83 to 90 percent of the junior high
schools responding to this item and by roughly 83 percent of the junior-
senior high schools. The second most common function was that
which includes clubs and extraclass activities, found in 55 to 72 per-
cent of these junior high schools and in about 75 percent of junior-
senior high schools. Assemblies were a function in 45 to 51 percent
of junior and 51 to 60 percent of junior-senior schools.

Table 16 indicates the frequency and length of homeroom and ac-
tivity periods according to each of the three functions stated in the
questionnaire.- For all functions, periods of 15 to 30 minutes, or
more than 40 minutes were more common than was the 31 to 40-
minute period.

The guidance and general homeroom function was most frequently
scheduled on a once-a-week basis—34 to 48 percent of the schools,
with the hlghest percentages (45 to 48) for the large junior-senior
high school. Two- or three-times-a-week scheduling was found in 10
to 17 percent of all schools except the small junior high school, in
which considerable variation existed. A sizable percentage of schools,
predominantly those with activity periods of the shortest length,
had guidance and general homeroom activities daily. A further
examination of ‘the returns revealed these to be the type of period
previously referred to as the homeroom period of 15 to 20 minutes.

Approximately 60 percent of the junior high schools and 50 percent
of the junior-senior high schools having clubs and similar extraclass
activities as a function of the activity period scheduled them once a
week. These extraclass activities were scheduled twice a week in 15
to 20 percent of the junior high schools and the small junior-senior
high schools and in about 30 percent of the large junior-senior high
schools. Ten to 15 percent of the small schools of both types provided
for extraclass activities three times a week, a practice about half as
common in the large schools. "Roughly 5 percent of all schools re-
ported daily scheduling of extraclass activities.

Assemblies very generally were scheduled once a week by schools
including them as a function of the activity period. Variations
from this practice are small and most of these are in the leas-than-once-
a-week group.

- In general, table 16 indicates only small variations in practice among
grades within a type and size of school. Grade 9 of the small junior
- high school presents somewhat wider differences from grades 7 and 8
than is found in the other three groups due probably to many schools ;
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in this group being composed of grades 7 and 8 only. The conclusion
that schools tend to follow the same practice in scheduling an activi-
ty period throughout their junior high school grades would seem to
be justified. i _

Table 17.—Percentage distribution of schools ivlnicli do not provide for
assemblies through the activity period, by frequency of scheduled assem-
blies, and type and size of school )

8cheduled assembiies— Response analysis
Type and size : :
(enroliment) Total .
of school - As Item | Percent
. None | needed | Weekly Biweekly| Monthly || respond- total
ents response
-JUNIOR HIGH S8CHOOLS
Total _....... 1000 L ¥ 3 6.3 [N ) 1.1 17,6 M %17
50200, ... _.__ 100.0 1.8 67.5 7.0 .9 18 114 \ao
300 and above._._____ 100.0 3.0 6.9 6.8 120 14.3 133 7
JUNIOR-S8ENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS
Total.... ... 100 30 (.Y 8.7 L Y ] 1.7 8 8.8
125to490__._._____. 100.0 - 1.6 63.4 9.0 81 17.9 123 84.4
500 and above. ... __ 100.0 24 88.4 120 ‘ 136 13.6 125 8.2

Schools not providing for assemblies through an activity period
were asked to report the frequency with which assemblies are
scheduled. Approximately two-thirds of both junior and junior-
senior high schools scheduled assemblies as they were needed. (See
table 17.) Among schools scheduling assemblies at regular intervals,
the 1-month interval was th® most popular, particularly among the
small schools. The large junior-senior high schools made abeut
equal use of weekly, biweekly, and monthly intervals. That as--
semblies are a recognized part of a school’s total program is clear
from the small percentage (2 percent) that reported having no
assemblies. ‘

Provisions for Study During the School Day

Principals were asked to check the methods by which their schools
provided for study during school hours, “Tables 18 and 19 not only
show the ‘percgntage of schools using each of the methods but the
percentage using various combinations of these methods. While a
very few of the schools responding—in some instances a negligible
percent—reported “‘no provision,” there might be added to these a
sizable number 'of the approximately 10 percent of the schools not
responding to this item, the inference being that they passed over the
item because they did not provide for study. '
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Table 18.—Percentage disribution of junior high schools by type of provi f
sion for study, grade, and size of school

»~
Qrade 7 7 Grade 8 Grade 9
. oy .
Enrollmen‘ - Enroliment Enroliment
Type of provision for study
Total Total Total
78 to 300 75 to 300 75 to 300
and 200 |_and 200 and
above above above
Total. .. .___ .. . ... 1000 | 100.0 [ 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 (| 100.0 100.0 100,0
Slmd study during
(only)......__..__. 2.0 19.2 2.1 25.0 19.0 7.7 n.0 21.3 8.4
Study halls or rooms (only). 9.9 16.1 7.1 9.9 16.3 7.0 10. 4 16.8 88
omeroom or activity
perfods (only)......_ ... .. 4.2 3.1 4.7 4.0 3.2 4.3 24 3.6 21
upervised study and study
allS. .. 19.6 0.8 14.6 19.9 30.0 18.8 17.8 22 16.7
Supervised study and
mMeroom..........._..__. 13.1 6.3 16.2 127 6.4 18.8 9.9 4.5 11.3
Study hallsand homeroom . 4.8 58 4.4 5.4 6.4 4.9 7.8 10.8 8.7
Supervised study, study
halls, and homeroom ... 167 . 169 16.4 17.2 16.8 17.4 2.9 19.4 21.3
Other... ... .cceeooo ... 20 .8 24 2.3 1.0 28 24 .9 27
Noprovision. .....__._....._ 3.8 1.3 5.0 3.7 .9 4.9 8.7 .9 7.0
Total supervised study dur.
ingclasses. ... ... . __ .. 78.4 73.2 76.3 74.8 76.1 71.6 67.4 n?
Total study hallsorrooms...| 51.0 69.6 42.5 52.4 69.8 4.8 8.6 6.9 8.5
Total homeroom or activity
periods. ... ... _._.... 388 32.1 42.3 3 8 421 . 7 8.0 41.4
Response analysis
Item respondents._.__...... 588 24 364 888 220 368 4“2 113 kY. ]
Percent total response. . ... _ 851 83.0 87.1 84.7 8l. 4 87.2 928 87.3 98.7

Junior high schools more often than*junior-senior high schools pro-
vided supervised study time during regular classes. This is a 2
time set aside in the lengthened class period for study under ‘?7{ '
supervision of the subject teacher. On the other harid, junior-
senior high schools more often than junior high schools schéduled study
halls or rooms for-their pupils in grades 7 to 9, indicating again the
o tendency for these grades in this type school to follow the pattern of
- grades 10 to 12. The differences are especially markeéd in grade 9.
According to tables 18 and 19, grades 7 and 8 of the large junior
high school were least likely to have study halls for pupils (43 to 45 *
. percent) and grade 9 of the small junior-senior high school was most
likely to haye them (87 percent). Supervised gtudy during classes was |
most often found in grades 7 and 8 of the junior high school (approxi- i
mately 75 percent) and was least often a part of the program of the
9th grade of the junior-senior high school (56 percent).
Little difference was observed between the two types of schools
in their use of homeroom or activity periods for study purposes.
~  Roughly 40 percent of all the schools except the small junior high
schools in grades 7 and 8, cited this as a method used. The practice
no doubt occurs more by accident than by design, i.e.,.those pupils
who for some reason do not participate in the school’s extraclass
activities program are assigned to a study room. Customarily
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Table 19.—Percentage distribution of junior-senior high schools by type of
~ provision for study, grade, and size of school :

Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9

Type of provision for study Enrollment Enroliment Enrollment
Total Total Total
125 to | 500 and l%o 500 and 125 to [%00 and
499 | above above 490 | above
Total . ... ... 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Supervised study during
classes (only) . _....... ___ 17.0 18.1 22.4 14.8 13.3 18.8 6.8 5.8 9.5
Study halls or rooms (only).[ 17.7 18.8 1.7 19.7 2.9 16.2 2.2 7.8 25
Homeroom or activity peri-
ods (only) ... ........... 28 29 2.6 21 1.7 32 1.8 1.2 3.5
Supervised study and study
halls. ... . ... .2 M2 2.5 .4 .3 21.0 2.9 2.7 4.0
Supervised study and ) i
MEroom . ... .. _......_.. 9.1 9.0 9.2 87 86 8.9 5.0 4.6 61
Study halls and homerooms. 10.8 10.1 12.9 1.9 11.3 13.7 14.0 13.3 15.9
Supervised study, study B _
halls, and homeroom. .. ... 18.5 19.1 16.5 180 18.6 16.3 18.4 19.1 16.5
Other. ... ................ , 4 .4 .4 .6 .6 ..6 .8 .6 .9
Noprovision....____________ 8 -4 8 .8 .7 1.3 11 1.2 1.1
Total supervised study <
duringclasses..._.....___. 67.8 67.4 68.6 64.9 64.8 65.0 5.1 36.2 86.1
Total study halls or rooms. _ 70.2 2.2 64.6 3.0 751 67.2 84.5 86.6 7.2
Total homeroom or activity
periods. . ... ... ..___.. 41.2 41.1 41.2 40.7 40.2 21 39.2 38.2 420
Response analysis
Item respondents. ._.._____. 549 m w3 615 301 34 001 M5 346
Percent total response . .- __ 74.4 .0 78.8 74.7 n2 .1 88.9 84.2 87.1

also the short homeroom period of 15 to 20 minutes is used for study
whenever regular homeroom activities do not require all of the sched-
uled time. ‘ ,

Tables 18 and 19 reveal that 16 to 21 percent of the schools used all
‘three of the practices for pupil study during the school day—super-
vision during classes, study halls, and homeroom or activity periods.
Clearly to some educators this would indicate a lack ol careful plan-
ning in the use of pupils’ time.

Library Services

Central libraries with full- or part-time librarians available to
assist pupils represented an established practice in all schools in the
survey except the small junior high schools. (See table 20.) For
these schools enrolling fewer than 300 pupils, 80 percent had at least
a room which served as a central library; only slightly more than half
of these schools, however, provide any librarian service whatsoever.

More than 50 percent of the schools in each of the four groups in
the study provided no classroom libraries in any of their junior high

o’
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Table 20.—Percent of schools with selected library services, by type and

size of school
2 >
s A
: Response analysis
Bchools with a Percent of schools with —
oentral library classroom libraries 8chools with a cen.
Type and sise (enrollment) tral library and
of school ¢ brarian

R
Percent. | Percent Item Peroa
ofall |[havings | Grade7 | GMedes | Grade o || respond- | * toret"
schools | librarian ents | response

JUNIOR HIGH 8CHOOLS
.................. ] sL1 %9 " n4¢ 583 YR
o200, ... .nanaan 81.0 57.8 48. 4 40.7 4.4 196 80.6
300 and above................. 9 9.0 387 98.2

.8 09| 380

JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH 8CHOOLS

Total . ... ”n1? ni 9.0 %0 n1? 943 840
1250499, ... ........._... 732 84.8 | “.3 363 p- %] 318 .2
500 and above................. 9.0 9.3 3.0 356 M3 M5 884

1 Because of the wording of the item relating to classroom libraries, failure to answer the question does not
Decessarily indicate a nonresponse. For this reason, no response analysis is given for the item on classroom

I
-~ ~ school grades. This was surprising since in many schools, including
those with a central library, they are considered an indispensable aid
to instruction, in such classes as language arts and social studies.-
Schools that did report having classroom libraries were most likel
to have them in the 7th grade. They provided them least often in the
9th grade of the junior-senior high school. It may be that in the
~smallest schools classroom libraries are a substitute for the central
library; in the large schoo]s they usually are in addition to it.

Availability of Audiovisual Equipment
]
>

The popularity of audiovisual aids in teaching at the junior high
school level is attested to by a glance at table 21. Almost every
junior and junior-senior high school had slides or filmstrips and film
projectors. Almost every school had a radio. Eighty percent of
even the smallest schools had television sets, and these receivers were
found in more than 90 percent of the large schools. Opaque projectors
- and tape recorders, while not so universally provided, were available
in at least half of the small schools and in higher percentages of the
large schools.  Of the aids listed in table 21, the record player was

the only one infrequently provided. '
A justifiable conclusion from the data reported here is that school
authorities accept visual aids as instructional necessities for teachers
. at the junior high school level. '
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Table 21 —Pm:eni of schools using specified audiovisual equipmcnt by
. type and size of school
Projectors Response analysis
Type and size :
(enmllment) Tape | Record | Radios | Television| Other
of school 8lide or recorders | player receivers Item | Percent
Opaque| film- | Film ) respond-| item
strip ents [response
JUNIOR HIGH BCHOOLS
Total...| .0 ”, 1. 6.0 16,6 7.7 88.1 9.8 (1] 5.7
DLW __ .. 87.0 97. 9 5.5 25.6 9.9 n5 5.4 242 890.6
300 and above. 81. 4 9. . O 62.3 37.2 9.5 92.7 1.7 409 98.2
JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH S8CHOOLS
Total...| 58,7 '“.'l 9.7 5.9 n.3 .1 8.5 49 77!! 84,8 i
125t049. ... 514 95.1 | 97.1| 8631 1649 04.3 823 4.0 350 84.3
500 and above. .2 9.4 9.1 62.4 37.6 9.4 4.6 7.4 351 89.3

o
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V. Pupil Evaluation, Orientation,
o . and Services : ;

PUPIL EVALUATION in this section includes the objective type

of information which could be obtained on the marking, testing, |
and promoting of junior and junior-senior high school pupils and the
reporting of their progress to parents. It does not purport to con- |
sider the advantages or disadvantages of the various bases used in |
markmg or promoting nor does it attempt to compare the values of
various kinds of tests and pupll progress reports.

Guidance and health services are the only aspects of pupil personnel l
services treated in this survey, except for the data on the staff available
to the schools in this area. This information is given in a following .
section.

'I‘echmques of articulation carried on by the schools are included
here since they have a declded influence on pupil orientation in its
broad aspect. ' .

Tests and Inventories

Since these questionnaires were sent out in the school year 195960,
responses were requested for the school year 1958-59. Federal aid
for t,estmg was made possible through the National Defense Education
Act in 1958-59 also. How great an effect this Federal financial help
in purchasing tests of mental ability, aptltude, and achievement had
on the number and types of tests given in the schools cannot be
determined but it must have been considerable. This fact should
be borne in mind when interpreting tables 22 and 23.

The highest proportion of schools in each type and enrollment
group (69 to 89 percent) gave standardized achievement tests, singly
or in combination with other tests. In each of the groups slightly
lower proportions of the large schools, ‘as oompared wnth the small,
conducted standardized achievement tests.

The next most popular type of test with regard to the proportlon
of schools conducting it alone or in combination with others was the
mental ability test. In the various groups percentages of schools
giving such a test varied from 48 to 68.

38
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Table 29.—Percentage distribution of junior high schools by type of test or

inventory given to all pupils, by grade, and type and size of school
Grade 7 Grede 8 Grade 9 v
Test and inventory Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment
Total Total Total
) 75 to [300 and 75 to [300 and 78 to (300 and
200 | above 200 | above 209 | above
! Totad .. oo, 100.0| 1000 1000 1000 2000 1000 1000 00| 1000
Standardised Achievement
(8t.A)only....c.o.oo.... 41| 166| 130] 189 380| 163 78| 120 6.4
Teacher - M Achieve- ,
ment (T.M.A,)only... .. 86 a8 88 2.4 4“9 1.3 28 68 19
Mental Ability (M.A)only.| 80 68 86 23 23 21 26 28 26
Interest (Int.) only......... 4 .0 .8 .8 .8 .8 1.8 .0 23
Special Aptitude (8p. A.) a
only .3 .8 .3 23 1.3 26 4.6 28 &1
Other .8 .9 .3 .4 .0 .8 11 L8 1.0
8t. A.and T.M.A. 88 7.6 0.4 7.0 66 7.1 86 28 64
8t. A. A 03| 40| 27|.107] 26| 1.5 128| 203 10.9
8t. A. b .8 .9 .3 51 38 58 30 1.0 38
TMA. andM.A..__.____. 21 1.3 28 1.4 .8 1.6 1.8 .0 L9
St. A., T.M.A,, and M.A 148 14.8| 149 17| 123] 1.4 +9| 13 35
8t. A, M.A,andInt...____ 1.5 .8 1.9 2.2 .8 29 .0 47 38
8t.A., M.A,,and 8p. A.._. 29 23 33 4.3 384 &b 1 65 38
8t. A., Int. M:PA .0 .0 .0 1.7 1.3 1.9 4.0 10| ¢ 48
8t A, T.M.A., MA., and
8D A.eeneeeeeaae 1.2 1.3 11 24 1.8 26 23 2.8 23
8t.A., M.A., Int.,and 8p.A 1.1 .5 1.4 1.5 .8 19 832 28 9.6
8t. A., T.M.A,, M.A,, Int,,
8p. A .8 1.8 .3 1.8 1.8 1.8 4.8 (Y] 43
68 4.6 80| 148 87| 17| Mus8| 188 2.1
81.0| 84.7| mM4| 82.8| 0| 8.4] T3| TNO 7.8
37.2| s4.1| 386 30| 330| 34| 30| 380 8.4
683| e655| 67| 51.3| s524| 09| 854| 649 8.0
a1 3.6 88| 132 79| 186 1| 273 "7
83 7.6 g86| 26| 19.4| 33| 1| 3 “s3
80 4.5 532 51 38 58 89 88 (¥
Response analysis
Item R?ondenu .......... 586 3 363 004 /14 m 420 107 313
Percent Total Response.... | 84.9 828 86.9 85 84.0 04| .883 826 9.8

! Other combinations—includes all combinations which less than 2 percent of each- group of schools
conducted.

As might be expected, interest and special aptitude tests were not
 commonly given in the 7th grade. They increased in popularity,
however, in the 8th grade and to an even greater extent in the 9th.

It is rather surprising to note that nét more than 48 percent of any
group of schools gave teacher-made achievement tests. Could it be
. that many schools were relying almost entirely upon standardized-
tests for evaluating pupil achievement: or could the schools which
answered in the negative have felt that a certain form of test was
required before it could be called a teacher-made achievement test?

The testing programs most commonly used consisted of (1) a
combination of the standardized achipvement and mental ability
tests; (2) the standardized achievement test alone; and (3) a combi-
nation of standardized achievement, the teacher-made achievement,
and the mental ability tests. It appears that the combinations which

. {
T T v
\

.
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Table 23.—Percentage distribution of junior-senior high schools by type -
of test or inventory given to all pupils, by grade, and type and size of
ool _
Grede 7 Grade 8 QGrade 9
]
Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment
Test or inventory .
Total Total Total )
128 to | 500 and 125 to | 500 and 128 to | 500and .
499 above 90 above 90 above
Total... ... 100.01 100.0 100.0 | 1000 1000 100.0 | 100.0( 1000 1000
Standardized Achlevement | B
(8t.A)only...._.. ... 1Be! 03| 166 180] 195 11| 108] 123 ar |
Teacher - Made Achieve-
ment XI'.M.A. only... .. 7.8 83| s3] 61 as .8 36| as 10
Mental Ability (M.A)only.| 7.4 69| 89| 25| 30 1.5 45| 48 36
Interest (Int.) only......_.. .2 .0 .7 .3 o 13 .8 .3 2 )
Special Aptitude (8p. A.) { |
only.... ... .0 .0 .0 1.2 .7 27 1.1 1.0 1.8
ther 4 -3 4 N 3 .9 ) 1.3 0
87 83| e9] 18| 103| e 54 &8 “s
a8 ne| n3| 11| w7| 1681| 154/ 170 1.0
.8 7 10 a1 33 27 1.9 213 K
37 29 6o 1.4 1.0 24 30| 212 51 L
1581 14| 1w07| 8| 133 8¢ 7.4 R0 5.6
1.3 1.4 1.0 1.7 20 1.2 88| &1 66
3¢ s6| 23| &9 60 87 55 88 8
.0 0 .0 .6 a1 .6 11 .8 24
27 33 10| 26| 126 27 36 38 30
11 .7 21 28 26 33 4“8 .5 K
.6 .7 0 13 1.8 1.8 4.8 4“8 5.6
a6 58 80| 104 81| 159( 27| 166| w7
B4e| 72| 73| 8e.2| 85| s1L4| 58] MmMs| e
Q8| 4.7 82| 23] 6| ws| 4.8 304 <0
6.7\ S04 681 )| 523| 52| 47.7( e64| 610 e
68 69 a7| 121 2| ws| s23| w;me| o
mil s 99| 231 21| o] 08| 23| 381
20 R 87 27 1.0 71 36 26 63
ftem nts.._....... 560 8 283 638 303 335 648 | 312 3
" Perosnt Total Responee.....| 753 n3 8L ¢ 7.5 7 84.4 ™2 761 8.2

| Other—Includes all combinations which less than 2 percent of each group of schools conducted.

+ were most popular were those which included standardized achieve-
ment tests. : : - :

- In all grades higher percentages of the small schools, as compared
to the large, gave standardized achievement tests only: In the junior
high schools higher percentages of small schools than of the large also
gave a combination of the standardized achievement and mental
ability tests. (See table 22.) ) S

As a rule, single tests as well as various combinations of tests were
likely to be given in a higher proportion of schools in the 7th and
8th grades than in the 9th grade. - However, when either interest or
special aptitude tests were given singly or in combination the opposite
‘was true. : - :

There was little consistency in the differences between the per-
centages of the junior high schools and junior-senior high schools
giving various types of tests in grades 7, 8, and 9.

»
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Promotions

A very large majority of all junior and junior-senior high schools
(89 to 98 percent) promoted pupils in grades 7, 8, and 9 on an annual
basis. (See table24.) In grade 9, however, the percentages were 4 to
6 percent lower than in the other grades. The differences between
high- and low-enrollment schools in most instances were greater in the
junior high school than in the junior-senior high school. In the junior
high schools, for example; a higher percentage of the large schools

Table 24.—Percentage distribution of schools, b} specified pcodicufor

promoting pupils by grade, and type and size of school
Response analysis
Frequency of Basts of
promotions promotions .
Type and size Frequency Basis
(enrollment) . S
of school ] .
Bemi- 8ubd- |G Item | Percent| Item | Percent
Total Ann,ll annual{ Total | ject |level |[respond-| total respond-| total
o ents |responss| ents |response
GRADER?
Junior high schools

Total. ........... 100.0 .3 67100037 | M8 (. 1] ®.6" 8.6
N2 ... 100.0 9.3 1.7(1000| 183 | 81.7 4 84.6 202 74.8
300 and above.... ..._..| 100.0 926 7.4 1000 23.3]| 76.7 403 | X} 352 84.2

Juniorsenior high .

oepooh )

tal..... s 100.0 ”.9 811000 12,0021 [ ) 8L? 533 ns
121049 ... ... ... 100.0 97.0 3.0(1000)]172.1]|829 303 70.8 258 63.0
S00and above... ..._._{ 100.0 98.7 331100.0| 20.4| 70.6 301 87.3 25 7.8

GRADES
3 .

Junior high schools

Totad ... ... 100.0 0.3 §.7|100,0 [ 22,8 7.9 o 72,0 &85 80. %
W29 ... 100.0-| 98.3 1.7/100.0 1 21.3 | 78.7 33 86.2 202 4.8
300and above... ._.___[ 100.0 026 7.4 11000 | 3.5 76.5 401 9.7 353 83.6

Junior-senier high )
schools .

Total. .. ... .. 100.0 [ 8] 3.8 | 100.0 | 25.8( 2 ol 80.0 583 .8
125490, . .. __. 100.0 9.3 3.71100.0 | 248|752 321 78.0 p-.v] 68.8
500 and above. ... ....._| 100.0 968.2 3.8[100.0 3283|718 40 88.7 301 78.9

GRADEY9
Junior high schools

Totad. .. ... 1000 80,7 10.3 | 100.0 | 619 | 8.1 431 9.7 n
B2, ... 100.0 9.3 8.7 (11000 |63.3|38.7 108 81.9 98 75.6
300 and above........._| 100.0 88.6 ( 11.4 | 100.0 | 61.6 | 38. 4 328 .9 2 85.9

Junior-senior high : :
schools
............ 100.0 ns 7.5 100.0 | 78.3 | 3L 628 1.8 s n?
12500490 .. ____._ 100.0 9.1 8.91100.0] 79.0 | 31.0 303 3.9 0.9
300 and above.....:.... 100.0 92.9 7.1 100.0 7&§ w [ B 81.4 313 7.9

Ty ot
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(7.4 percent) than of the small (1.7 percent) held semiannual pronio-
tions in the 7th grade but in the junior-senior high schools approxi-
mately the same proportion of each of the two enrollment size schools
(3.0 to 3.3 percent) held promotions twice a year. '

Pupils in grades 7 and 8 were promoted by grade level in most of the . |
junior and junior-senior high schools (72 to 83 percent) and by sub- l
jectsingrade 9.  Almost four times as many junior-senior high schools
promoted 9th-grade pupils by subjects as by grade levels while
approximately one and a half times as many of the junior high schools
used the subject approach rather than the grade level.

In summary, a large majority of the schools promoted 7th .and 8th
grade pupils by grade levels and: the 9th-grade pupils by subjects
once a year. :

Promotion Policies | )

.

A large majority of all schools (55 to 70 percent) had as their
promotion policy the meeting of standards. (See table 25.) A
much smaller percentage of schools (23 to 32 percent), but still a
rather large one, promoted pupils on the basis of the comparison of

. their achievements with their abilities. The policy of “meeting ‘
standards as stated in the questionnaire, was made more flexible by [
including two exceptions, (1) where retention seemed unwise and !
(2) where the pupil had already once repeated the grade. It was |'
thought that by including the two exceptions in the policy of meeting
uniform standards schools were given sufficient flexibility to promote
some pupils who could not have been promoted had it been essentinl
for them to satisfy certain standards. However, sizeable percentages
of schools (approximately 6 to 11 percent) felt it necessary to indicate
that they were using two Policies: (1) Meeting uniform standards,
and (2) achievement in relation to the child’s abilities and needs.
Very few schools reported having no uniform policy but a higher
proportion of the junior-senior high schools than of the junior high
schools reported this lack of uniformity. : .

The study showed no great differences between junior and junior-
senior high schools in promotion policies. It indicated, too, that
the schools were quite consistent in their policies from grade to grade.

A higher proportion of the small schools than of the large schools
in each group promoted pupils who met uniform standards and a
smaller proportion promoted them according to their achievement
in relation to their ability. ,

As a rule neither junibr high schools nor junior-senior high schools
follow the policy of promoting all pupils. In fact, none of the junior-
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senior high schools and only onla of the junior high schools reported
such a policy.

pupils, grade, and type and size of school
l Palicy for promoting pupils Response analysis
Type and size
(enroliment) : Combina- Item
of school No uni-|Uniform Pu?ll tionof | All are re- Percent
Total | form | stand- | ability [standards/promoted]| Other, spond- | total
policy | ards and &upu ents [response
ability |
; QRADRE 7
L
Junior high schools '
Total ... o] L3| @ 2,. X e | o o ns
WSW............. 100. 0 1.3 64.6 4 a9 .0 .8 n7 87.8
300 and above........ 100.0 1.2 88.8 3l. ¢ 10.7 0 L2 402 %42
Juniorcenlor high |
schools . {
Total.... ... 1.0 21| es| ss .8 O 1] em M
(-N7.X | 100.0 38 68.2 g&! 1.0 .0 1.0 313 828
S00 and above........ 100.0 1.9 58.8 JLs (. @] .0 L3 308 802
v 77%_
QGRADE 8
Junior highschools|
.
Total.......... 100.0 LS [£ %} 4 (N ) [ X ] (3] ne
B10290.............. 100.0 1.3 ’ 64.6 .4 89 .0 8 7 87.8
300 and above. ....... 100.0 1.2 88.6 [ 31.0 104 .0 1.3 408 8.0
. Junior-senior high
.. 100.0 1 Y s %! (%) [ L [ 1] 84.1
) 12510499 . ... .. ... 100.0 4“1 6.9 RO 11 0 .9 339 82.¢
500 and above........ 100.0 20 5.9 30.7 87 0 1.7 352 88.7
GRADE 9
Junior high schools
Total.... ... 100.0 (X a1 ¢ 84 3’| a9 “3 (X
S, 100.0 9 02| 28 38 .0 26 114 881
300 and above. ... .. |m.0JL 9 88.0 2.8 9.7 .3 <3 ky. '] 98.1
Junior-senior high
; sch
} Total.......... 100 as| ea3! o .5 o ¢ ol 84.6
12510499 . ... ... 100.0 4.4 640 28 7.0 0 1.8 342 83.4
500 and above. . _.._.. 100.0 23 61.0 .8 82 0 4.0 M9 87.9

Policies for Marking Pupils

As in promoting, so also in marking pupils, the highest percentage

of schools followed the policy of meeting uniform standards. (See -

table 26.) The next largest proportion of schools determined marks

by evaluating the progress of pupils in relation to their individual

potentialities. : o ‘
681307 0—63—4 "

Table 25.—Percentage distribution of ocht‘)ols, by policy for promoting

1
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Table 26.—Percentage distribution of .'ochools, IQy specified policy for mark--
ing pupils, grade, and type and size of school

Policy for marking puplls | Response analysis -
Type and size (enrollment) Combi-
of school * | Total | No _ nation of " | Percent
. uniform| Uniform Puufll standards| Other Item total
poligy |standards| ability tndn : response | response
1)
sbility
. GRADE 7 ¢
Junior high schools
N 100.0 47 48.9 0.1 61 L3 835 n1
75t0290. .. ..., 100.0 8.0 5.5 B.7 5.1 1.7 7 87.6
300and above.-.. .......... 100.0 3.3 47.7 41.5 65 1.0 398 95.2
Junior-senior high
lel_moh
tal ... 1000 6.3 8.1 360 36 Le 6 8.8
125t0499. ... oeeeo... 100.0 7.1 5.0 .3 3.6 1.0 309 81.4
500 and above............_.. 100.0 4.0 50.2| 41.1 37 1.0 207 87.4
GRADE 8
Junior high schools »
tal . ... 100.0 4.7 9.8 9.0 59|, 09 834 "
B5t0200 ... 100. 0 80 5.9 3.7 51 1.3 27 87.7
500 and above............... 100.0 3.2 484 4.3 6.3 .8 39 .6
Junlor-senior high
schools -
ol 1000 69 .| 8.7 3.9 .6 1] X
125t0499_ ... ... ... .... 100.0 8.0 53.6 3.9 3.9 .6 336 - 8L7
- 500 and above. _............ 100.0 38 51.1 40.7 3.8 .6 330 85.4
. . GRADE ’
- .. Jurilor high schools
5.0 LS| 3.8 59| Lo ] ”.0
9.0 - 60.4| 27.0 3.6 .0 m 85.8
4.0 49.1 30.3 6.4 1.2 326 95. 8
tal . ... 100.0 7.1 4.3 .9 3.8 ] (1] 83.1
1250499 __ ... . ... __.. 100.0 83 M.7| 322 3.9 9 338 82.4
500 and above... _....._.__. 100.0 3.8 53.0| 385 38 9 338 92.3

When compared to large schools, a higher proportion of small
schools followed. the policy of marking pupils.by comparing their
achievements with uniform standards and a lower but considerable
proportion marked- them according to work accomplished in relation
to individual potentialities. A higher percentage of small schools
than of large folléwed no uniform. marking policy. Even if many
of these small schools marked pupils according to ability the per-
centage of large schools using this criterion most likely was greater
than that of the small schools. .

The proportions of junior high schools and junior-senior high schools
having no uniform marking policy gpd those using a combination
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of uniform ste.n!iards and pupil ability added together indicate that
teachers in approximately 10 percent of the schools had the oppor-
tunity to mark pupils according to their own philosophy.

Relatively few differences showed up between school orgamzatlons
or between grades in either orgamzatlon

Progress Reports

For reports of pupil progress sent to parents a great majority of
both the junior high schools and junior-senior high schools used re-
port cards with all or most of the reporting done by means of letter
or number marks. (See table 27.) In fact, over 91 percent of the

~ junior high schools and more than 82 percent of the junior-senior -
high schools used this type of report. While appronmately 10 per-
cent fewer junior-senior high schools than junior high schools made

. use of this type of reporting about 10 percent more sent cards with
all or most of the reporting done through percentage marks. Little
difference in these two methods of reporting was noted between large
and small schools.

Only these two techmques are of necessnty ‘mutually exclusive.
Each could be used with any of the remaining techniques and all
other methods listed could be combined with one another. _

Report cards with checklists of educational objectives or brief com-

. ments concerning such objectives were second in the proportion of
- junior high schools using them and third with regard ‘to the j¥#nior-
senior high schools. There was little difference between the propor-
tion of large and small junior high schools using this type of report-
g, but the large junior-senior high schools were more likely than the
small to follow this procedure. ~ _
Personal conferences with parents weré used- more frequently by
the junior high schools than junior-senior high schools. Approm-
mately one-tenth of the junior and one-twentieth of the junior-senior
high schools made use of this type of reporting.
The remaining two techniques were used less frequently by all
“schools. Small differences appeared between junior and junior-senior
high schools in the proportions making use of detailed deecnptlons of
child growth or of pupil rank in grade or class.
In summary, almost all junior and junior-senior hxgh schools re-
ported pupil progress in the traditional manner of using letter or
" number symbols or_percentage grades. Very few schools used any of
the remaining techniques singly.  In most cases such techniques were
used in combination with reporting by means of letters, numbers, or
percentage grades.
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Table 27.—Percent of schools using various types of regularly scheduled
reports to parents, by grade, and type and size of schaol

Percent of schools using— ’ Response
Ok | m?;sls
Grade and type and [ -
size (enrollment) of | Allor | Allor Fduca- | Detailed |Scheduled
school most | most | Rank | tional | descrip- | personal . ||Ttem re-| Percent
per- |letter or|in grade|objectives| tions of | confer- |Other|| spond-| total
. centage/number|orclase | or brief | child |ence with ents | response
marks [symbols comments| growth | parents
“ GRADE 7
Junior high schools _

. Tetal.......... 39| m2| e 1ns .4 1ne| 24| o ne
80200, eoemenoae. 29| %21 28 1.2 a7 10.4| 4.9 241 80.2 |
300 and above......... 3] 22 2.3 12.8 48 11.3| 85 398 98.3 [
Junior-senior high : v . 3

schools ~ , ' <
Total........... ‘.1 n1 3.9 1.9 3.4 50| &1 (}1.) 84,0
125t0499. .. ... ...... ur| M9 4.2 10.2 3.5 481 4.2 313 82.5
500 and above..._..... 125 | 8.3 3.3 15.7 3.0 s.6| 7.9 308 88.3

| GRADE 8 )

" Junior high schools - J
- Total. .......... 3.8 ,"ne Le 13, 4.4 .3 “s 7.9
Bto29.......... veeee] 20| 021 25| 1.6 3.7 10.4( 4.9 41 89.2
300 and above......... 2| o6 1.3 12, 4.7 8.4 404 95.7
- Junior-senior high
schools i . :

........... 15| se| 29 10.8 36 61| 31 ] 84.3 ’j
125¢049.... ... _...... 44| 85 4.1 9.4 3.5 7.6 1.8 40 82.7 !
500 and sbove......_.. 11| 8.8 31 4.8 4.0 43| 71 352 88.7 {

GRADE 9 i

Junior high schools j

Total........... o8| el 21 ns | e st @ 8.3 ’
Bt0O20.....nn...e... 17| w6 3.7 10.1 2.7 1no|{ 27 109 84.2
300 and sbove......... 8| 981 1.6 12.8 4.8 10. 9.6 312 01.2

Jundor-senior high i

schools }
Total 14,2 83. 4 3.9 10.4 3.4 54| 29 [ ] 84.4
126t04%...... Ho| 836 4.1 9.1 32 59| 18 341 83.2
500 and above.. 121 828 33 4.0 4.0 43| 6.9 349 88.0
Frequency

How frequently do parents learn of their junior and junior-senior
high school children’s pregress through regularly scheduled reports?

Table 28 of this survey shows that in the majority (50 to 76 percent)
of schools in both organizations parents received such reports six
times a year in all three grades. This majority was much greater, [
however, in the junior-senior than in the junior high schools. i
Consequently, a higher proportion of the junior high schools than of }
the junior-senior reported to parents only four times a year. Only a E
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Table 28.—Pem§m§c distribution of schools by number of pupil reports
sent to parents annually, by grade, and type and size of school

Number of reports sent to parents per year ] mnu
c ysis
Type and size . |
(enrollment) Total s, ]
of school : 9or || Item | Percent
1 2 3 4 ) 6 7 8 | more |[respond-| - total
N ents response
GRADE 7
Junior high
Total........ 10,0 | 00| 0.3 09303 29544 03| 23| 0.4 ;1] 2.9
75 0209........... 100.0 .0 .84 1.3|323| 26 60.9 .0 1.3 .8 25 87.0
300 and above...... 100.0 .0 .0 .8)1423| 20| 81.5 5] 26 3 392 3.8
Junior-senior
high schools: . ]
tal........ 100, 0 2 .0 01108 L3R | 31| 21 00 sL$
125t0499........... 100.0 3 .7 .0}]168 1.3| 74.9 3] 33} 26 03 79.8
500 and above...... 100.0 0 .3 0] 281 1.3 ]| 67.2 0] 23 .7 299 88.5
GRADE 8 .
Junior high
schools
Total........ 10,0 | 0.0 | 0.3 ( 0.9 (30,4 | 0[5485 03| 22| 04 639 9,8
50200 ......... 100.0 0 1.21323| 26 60.9 .0 1.2 9 28 86.9
300 and above...... 100.0 0 0 .8 | 428 1.8 | 51.6 S| 2.5 3| 398 93.6
Junior-senior
} high schools
3 Total........ 1000 .2 [ ] 019,00 L8| %7 .31 28| L9 3 8L 8
| 12560499 ... 100.0 .3 [ 0j16.1| 1.5] 758 3| 30] 24 330 80,2
500 and above...... 100.0 .0 3 0|27.1| 1.5 682 0| 23 .6 3 86.3
, , GRADE 9
Junior high . 4
'3 schools ]
" Total........[1000| 00| 04| 07 |ex2 | -Lo|s2s]| 00| 28/ 0.4 ot ne
5t0200..._ ... ... 100.0 .0 1.8 .91 3.6 .0] 631 0 1.8 1.8 1117 85.8
300 and above...... 100.0 .0 .0 .6 452 1.3 ] 49.8 0| 31 .0 321 8.7
dJu ‘
high schools
Total........ 100.0 .2 [} ¢ 10,7} LS| TS 2] 6| L¢ (113 sLe
125t0499_.._._..... 100.0 .3 6 0]17.0] 1.5] 758 .3 27| 1.8 330. 80. 4
500 and above...... 100 .0 3 0127.3| 1.4 686 0] 21 .3 A1 85.9

small fraction of each group of schools sent reports more than six times
or fewer than four timega year. : .

Little variation between grades in either of the school organizations
occurred but there was a difference in the frequency with which the
small schools and the large schools reported. A higher proportion of
the large compared to the small junior and junior-senior high schools
sent reports four times a year and a larger proportion of the small sent
them six times a year. A
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Guido_nce Counselors

This section includes the distribution of responding schools by
minimum number of full-time counselors or their equivalents.

In answer to the request that schools indicate the number of
counselors they had, the percentage of nonrespondents was very
high for all groups of schools but, especially, for the small schools.
In the junior high school group only 30 percent of the small schools

~« responded while in the junior-senior high group it was 47 percent.
However, 81 percent of the large junior high schools and 82 percent
of the large junior-senior high schools responded. .

Since no school responded with “0” counselors, it is faifly certain
that many or probably most of the nonrespondents were schools hav-
ing no counselors. The principals replying to the questionnaires may
have reaspned that if they did not respond to this question, it would
be Tlﬂqu;eted as their having no counselors.

Were we to consider that the nonresponses meant ‘0" counselors,
the percentages then given in table 29 show the proportions of schools
having a minimum of the counselors indicated. Excepting those
having 0" counselors, the highest percentages of schools were those
employing at least 1 to 1.4 counselors. Among the various school
groups these percentages differed from 17 to 33, the small junior high
schools having the lowest; the small junior-senior, next highest; and

Table 29.—Percentage distribution of schools by minimum number of full- |
time counselors or the equivalent for grades 7,8,and 9, and type and |

size of school .
- Full-time counselors or the equivalent—
Type and size
(enrollment) of |~
school 010810 |15)]20)| 2530/ 35 4.0 | 4.5
Total | © to to to to to to to to to
0.4 | 09 1.4 1 2.4 29 | 3.4 39 | 44| 49

JUNIOR HIGH 8CHOOLS

Total.___.. 100.0 [ 346 L9/ 8¢ 80 /138 13| 2.0 03| L8| 03
Bto290._________ 100.0 [ 690.8| 33| 9.0/ 165 .4 .8 .0 .0 .0 .0 0
300and above....[ 100.0 {19.3 | 1.2 80312 d4 (1905 1.7 | 100 8] 22 3

...... 100.0 | 43,
8

o Tetal 0l 18 s M| LY| 63| as| 03| o1 3| 0.0
128to400.. .. _._ 100.0 3| 881333210 .0 28 0 .8 0 .0 .0
500 and above....[ 100.0 | 17.7 8112532 65121 6| 22 3| 11 .0

Norx: Item nonresponse could not be determined from the design of the questionnaire. For rate of
survey non response see Introduction.
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the large junior and junior-senior high schools, third and fourth
respectively. :
" Insome instances the differences in numbers of counselors employed
by junior and junior-senior high schools were impressive. For example,
a greater percentage of the small junior-senior high schools (47 per-
cent) than of the small junior high schools (30 percent) employed
some counselors. Although approximately the same percentages of
large junior and junior-senior high schools employed some counselors,
35 percent, or more than twice as high a percentage, of the large
junior high schools employed two or more counselors than did the
large junior-senior high schools (17 percent). ‘
Both groups of .the large schools employed considerably more
counselors than did the small schools. For instance, in the junior
high schools at least 80 percent of the large schools and 30 percent of
the small, employed some counselors. In the junior-genior high schools
the minimum percentages were 82 percent and 47 percent.

Cumulaﬁvé Record Files

The majority of the small schools tended to house pupil cuinulative
record files in the principal’s office but the larger schools were more
likely to place them in the counselor’s office or some other central
place, as in the principal's office. Very low percentages (3 to 6
percent) of the small schools reported placing such files in the coun-
selor’s office. (See table 30.) It is probable that in many of these

“schools there were no full-time counselors with their own offices. _

The files were located in the classroom of the block-time or home-
room teacher in a higher percentage of junior high schools than of
junior-senior high schools. In fact, approximately one-sixth of the
small junior high schools located the files in such classrooms but a
lower proportion of the large junior high schools did so. :

In most instances, rather small percentages of the schools located
their cumulative records in more than one center. The combinations
which were most popular with the schools were the principal’s and the
counselor’s offices and the principal’s office and the homeroom or
block-time teacher’s classroom. The highest - proportions of any
schools making use of two specific locations were the small and the
large juflior-senior high schools which located their records in the
principal’s and the counselors’ offices. - Approximately one-tenth of

~ the large and one-twentieth of the small junior-senior high schools
filed their records in these offices. :
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Table 30.—Petcenﬁge distribution of schools by specified location of
cumulative record files, and type and size of school

Junior high schools  |Junfor-senior high schools
Location of record files Enrollment Enrollment
Total Total
75 to | 300 and 125 to | 500 and
299 aboye 499 | above
& .

Total ... _ .. ...._. .S 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100,90
Principal’s inner office (only) ...] 310 4.9| 2.5 50.1 59.6 2.7
Counselor’s office (only).. ... -] 20.4 29 2.1 12.8 6.4 30.6
Other central office (only)..... ... .. . .. " 2.7 129 28.4 16.0 14.0 21.7
Homeroom or block-time teacher's classroom (only)... 83 16.7 4.7 29 3.2 2.0
Other singlelocation......_........_ ... ... ... .8 4 1.0 .6 .6 .6
Principal’s-office and counselor's office..__.__..._..... 4.3 1.7 54 7.0 5.8 1.1
Principal’s office and other central office. ... ... .. 1.7 3.4 1.0 1.1 1.8 .3
Principal’s office and classroom (homeroom or block- )

time).... ..l 3.1 s.0 22 38 4.1 1.7
Counselor’s office and other central office.............. 7 .4 37 1.2 .9 2.3
Counselor’s office and classroom (homeroom or block- )

................................................ 1.4 .0 20 .4 .3 8
Principal’s office, counselor’s office, and homeroom or

block-time. ... ... ... . 7 1.2 .8 .8 .3 1.4
Other central office, classroom (homeroom or block- i

time), and other single location...._.__._.____..____. .9 .0 1.2 .7 .6 L1
Al other combinations. .. .__. £OOEECOSOOOOC000E000GE 11 4 1.4 27 2.7 27
Total—Principal’s inneroffice. . _................... .. 40.8 66.2 2.6 6.7 71.0 38.2
Total—Central office. ... Peecccccenccaneaccaceasennnnn 2.8 6.2 39.7 2.4 13.4 48.2
Total—Other central office. ..._.... it 20.0 16.7 MU.3]|. 190 17.0 25.4
Total—Homeroom or block-time 14.4 29 10.6 83 RS 7.0
Total—Other single locations.. ... ... . .. . 1.7 .4 22 1.3 1.2 1.7

Response analysis
Itemrespondents. .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 645 240 408 604 M4 3%
Percent total response.........._..................... 927 88.9 98.3 84.2 82.9 88.0

Health

‘Slightly less than one-fourth of all schools both junior and junior-
senior reporting the service of a nurse had such service available on a
full-time basis; three-fourths had part-time service. While the variy-
tion between types of schools in toto was not significant, variation by
size of school was substantial. For example, only 13 percent of the

- small junior-senior high schools as opposed to 45 percent of the large
~ schools of this type had full-time nursg service.

Large schools, both junior and junior-senior, reported larger per-
centages of nurses employed by the local school system than did the
smaller schools. As between types of schools, junior high*schools,
located as they usually are in the larger population centers, quite
naturally had a larger percentage of nurses who were employed by the
local school system than did the junior-senior high schools which are
found'most often in the less populated districts. These latter schools
more frequently relied on the services of a nurse in the employment of

- the health department. In some instances the school board reim-

bursed the health department for her time, & ft_uct which some principals
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. with lower and higher grades was making available inforniation

s

- Holding joint workshops or study groups or providing curriculum

- enced the need for articulation more than other schools or that they
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indicated on the questionnaire by checking both “school board” and
‘“health department.” These dual responses were moved in the
editing to the ‘‘other’’ column (table 31) and added to the very few
responses reported for “‘other.” It is impossible to know- what pro-
portion of the principals whose school systems followed this practice
of reimbursement did actually check both sources of employment.

Arficblotion with Lower and Upper Grcaes

Almost all of the schools responded to the first part of this item,
indicating that they were 'making some use of one or more of the
listed techniques in order to improve articulation of gmdm 7t
with loweér and upper grades.

Replies showed that transferring pupil cumulative records from
elementary to junior high school grades and from junior high school
to senior high school grades was used most frequently by all groups of
schools. (See table 32.) The proportions of schools usmg thls
technique ranged from 83 percent to 95 percent.

The next most popular method of articulating grades 7, 8, and 9

concerning programs, courses of study, or instructional materials to
teachers in elementary and senior high schools. Considerably more
than one-half of eac h group of schools made use of this method of
articulation. 4

The third most common technique used by administrators was the
provision_of visiting opportunities in their schools for incoming 6th
grade pupils and in senior high schools for their own 9th grade pupils.

activities for téachers in grades 7, 8, and 9 and tenchers in other grades
followed closely in popularity.

Large schools were more likely to practice various techniques of
articulation than were the small schools.  Also, the large junior high
schools, more than any other group of schools, made use of the dif-
ferent techniques. In addition to the three most comnionly used
techniques two others showed that large junior high schools experi-

were more likely to do something tangible to satisfy this need. Forty
percent of the large junior high schools made some use of visits to
feeder schools and 60 percent utilized the techniqué of senior higlh
school pupils’ visits to their schools. The percentages of the other
groups of schools using these practices were considerably lower.

A few reasons seem to account for some of the greater participation
of large junior high schools in these techniques of articulation. Pupils

/
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Table 32.—Percent of schools mlngv'speclﬂlcd techniques for improving
articulation with lower and higher grades, by type and size of school

4
-

Hold- |Making Trans- [6th and| Visits | Visits

Type and size ing | Infor- |Teacher| ferof | 9th to b{or
(enroliment) of | joint | mation | visita- | cumu- | grader | feeder | sen Other

“school work- | avail- | tion | Iative | visits |schools| high

shops | able records pupils

JUNIOR HIGH BCHOOLS

Total .. _. 0.8 LX) ni .2 .0 8.7 it 13 “e n.3
o2 50. 4 8.4 2.9 0.8 46.2 9.3 30.1| 3.4 8 87.4
Wwoandabove. .. .| 50.8 n.2 30.3 95.3 4.4 40.0 60.1| 89 408 95.7

JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH S8CHOOLS

Total ....__. s 8.8 n.s 8.5 .3 15.6 133 30 604 840
12500499 . 41.2 8.5 2.9 82.7 43.0 14.3 1.7( 20 U2 82.4
S0 and above. ... _. 9.7 63.4 25.6 92.9 68.5 19.0 17.3 ¢ 57 152 88.4

|

in the junior-senior high schools would most probably ‘be better

- nequainted with the seniar high schools than would those in separate
* junior high schools. .It may be, too, that in some of the small junior-

senior high schools and junior high schools, elementary pupils are in
the same building with junior high school pupils. In addition,
since the small schools often are located in a small community, ele-
mentary school pupils are fairly well acquainted with the pupils in
grades 7, 8, and 9 and, perhaps, even with the building housing these
pupils. The pupils in grades 7, 8, and 9, moreover, are in contact
often with pupils in the senior high school and, therefore, may be
fuirly well acquainted with the senior high school itself.

In summary, a greater proportion of junior high schools, and
especially the large junior high schools, appeared to make use of
various techniques for the purpose of developing better arficula-
tion with elementary and senior high school grades than did the other
groups of schools. ) '
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VI. Curriculum

'N THE AREA of curriculum this survey is concerned with subject

fields rather than the specific courses offered. In other words, while
it can be determined from the survey how many schools in the spring
of 1960 required social studiés at each of the grade levels, it cannot be
learned how many required geography, or American history, or com-
munity eivics. The same applies to electives; that i8, the fields in
which electives are offered are reported, but not the elective subjects.

Extraclass activities, an integral part of the program for grades 7
‘to 8 for most junior and junior-senior high schools, are studied from
the point of view of the kinds of activities provided by the schools and
the extent of pupil participation.

-Required and Elective Subjects

A virtually uniform requirement for pupils in grades 7 and 8, regard-
less of size or type of school is enrollment in courses in language arix,
social studies, and mathematics. (Table33.) In grade 9, language arts
was the only subject so required. Mathematics was required of 9th-
grade pupils’ in approximately 90 percent of the schools and social

- studies was required in 70 to 80 percent, with the lowest percentage
being for the small junior-senior high schools and the highest for the
small junior high schools. The provision of elective courses in these
three fields was negligible except for social studies, grade 9, and to a
lesser extent for mathematics in grade 9. (Table 34.)

It should be noted that the percentages of available electives shown
in table 34 may be somewhat lower than is actually the case in these

- schools due to use of the same base figures as for table 33. That is.

& school checking its required subjects was counted as a respondent

for elective subjects as well, even though no electives were checked.

The alternative was to count as nonrespondents those schools actually

having no electives, a circumstance especially prevalent at the 7th-

grade level among all groups of schools, to a lesser extent at the 8th-

grade level, and to a certain extent in the 9th grade of the smallest

schools. ' )
54




-matter oveés, by grade, and type and size of school

lable: 33.—Percent of schools requiring study in specific subject
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Table 34.—Percent of schools offering work in specific wii:?d‘ matlnr areas on an elective basis, bi grade, and type and size
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Science was required most often of 7th and 8th grade pupils in

~ junior-senior high schools and the small junior high schools (90 percent

" or more). It was required least often in the 9th grade of the large
junior high schools (56 percent); and was offered as an elective subject
most often at .this level and in these schools (40 percent). "Little -

difference will be observed between the large and small juhior-senior .

high schaols in science as a requirement; there is considerable difference

between the large and small junior high schools in this respect, the
small schools exceeding the large percentagewise at each grade level.

As between the two types of schools, percentages for science as a

requirement tend to be higher for the junior-senior high schools than
for the junior high schools.

'Physical edycation was required in grades 7, 8, and 9 in 80 to 96
percent of the four groups of schools studied. It was required by
more large schools than small, although the differences average only
7 percent. It was also more generally required for boys than for
girls, but here again the differences are not great. Further, physical
education tended to be required more often by junior high schools -
than by junior-senior high schools. For example, at the 7th grade
fevel, 93 percent of junior high schools required physical education
for-girls as compared with 83 percent of the junior-senior high schools.

) Corresponding percentages for boys at grade 7 are 95 and 88.

‘ Health was a required subject in grades 7 and 8 in slightly more than

i half of the schools and in approximately 40 percent of the schools at

{ the 9th grade level.  Health and physical education were infrequently
offered on an elective basis at any of the three grade levels. The
' occurrences were more likely to be in the small than the large schools

i and at the 9th grade level than the 7th or 8th. - L

! Industrial arts and homemaking were required subjects in grades
7uand 8 in 55 percent of the junior high schools and in about 35 percent
of the jtnior-senior high schools. In grade 9, these subjects were .
required in nearly one-fourth of the junior-senior high schools and
one-fifth of the junior high schools. In both types of schools, wide
variations existed between size groups. _

Industrial arts_and homemaking were offered on an elective basis
in slightly less than 10 percent of the 7th grades and in from 12 to
25 percent of the 8th grades. At the 9th-grade level, these subjects
were clective in more than half of the schools in all groups except the
small junior high school, where they were offered as electives by two-
fifths of the schools. .

Other fields in which size of school exerted considerable influence -
were art and muxic. . Approximately twice as many of the large
schools required instruction in art in grades 7 and 8 as did the small
schools, and in grade 9 it was mageavailable on an elective basis

»




ey

58 - THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

much more frequently in the large than the small schools. As to
types of schools, art was more likely to be required in the junior
than in the junior-senior high school. The same generalizations
~apply to music, but the differences both between sizes of schools and
~ types of schools are less pronounced The percentages of all schools
at each of the three grade levels requiring music or offering it as an
elective tended to exceed similar percentages for art.
Subjects in the fields of foreign language, business education’ agricul-
ture, and vocational education are usually electives and consequently
. their appearance in.table 33 is in terms of small percentages--5
percent or less with the exception of agriculture which showed as a
required subject in from 7 to 9 percent of small junior-senior high
schools, schools which are usually located in .rural areas. Subjects
in each of the four fields were available on an elective basis in fairly
sizable percentages of the schools at the 9th-grade level. Most
notable is foreign language which was offered for 9th-grade pupils in
. three-fourths of the large junior and junior-senior high schools and
less than half of the small schools. Pupils attending a small junior-
- senior high school were more frequently able to elect a foreign language
than were pupils attending a small junior high school. This was
likewise true for 9th-grade pupils wishing to elect courses in business
education, agriculture, and vocational education. ,
Summarizing the required and elective subjects that one might ¥
expect to find in each of the four groups of schools at each grade |
level: Instruction in language arts, social studies, mathematics, }
science, and physical education for all pupils is required in more than §
50 percent of the schools in all groups and in 90 percent or more of”
the schools ih most of the groups. There is also more than a 50
-percent chance that the following is required in each of the respective
groups and grades:

Group Grade 7 - Grade 8 Grade 9
Junior high schools— t
75t0299____ Health : Health —- i‘{
300 and above. Health, art, musie, Health, homemaking — A
homemaking or or industrial arts . |

industrial arts !
- %, H

Junior-senior high schools—

125 t0 499__. Health " Health . 3
500and above. Health, music, home-  Health, homemaking —
“making ‘or industrial or industrial arts
arts d ’

_«Nearly a 50-percent chance exists that the following subjects- will
be offered on an elective basis: .
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Group Grade7 - Grade8 Grade 9
" Junior high schools—
75t0299.______ —  Music Music
300 and above.. —  Music Art, music, foreign language,

business education, homemak-
ing, and industrial arts

Junior-senior high schools—

125 to 499___.. — —_ Foreign language, agriculture,
music, homemaking, and indus-
trial arts

500 and above.. — —_ Foreign' language, business edu- .

cation, agriculture, art, music,
homemaking, and industrial
arts :

Extraclass Activities

Extraclass activities, or cocurricular activities, as a scheduled
program apart from the required and elective subjects is often called,
seek to provide curriculum enrichment and opportunity for individual
development. Also, when regular class instruction concedes little to
individual needs and interests, as is sometimes true, extraclass activ-
ities may be the only channel through which the individual pupil
may achieve self-realization. They enable him and the group to
capitalize on his present interests and to develop the skills of possible
new interests. Their hobby clubs, and aesthetic, social, physical,
and civic activities provide opportunities for personality enrichment
and contribution to the group. Since most of the leisure-time
interests that an adult ultimately possesses are said to be acquired
during his adolescent years, it is highly important that a broad pro- °
gram of extraclass activities be provxded in grades 7,8, and 9, as well
as those that follow.

According to the findings of the present- study, those extraclass
activities having the greatest prevalence, that is, those that were
found in roughly half or more of the schools regardless of size or type,
were student council, music, interscholastic athletics for boys, intra-
mural athletics for both boys and girls, social activities, and clubs.

The relative frequency of offerings of extraclass activities at each
grade level is shown in table 35. As would be expected, the larger
schools, as a rule, offered a particular type of activity more often
than the smaller schools. A notable exception to this generalization
was interscholastic athletics. The availability of interscholastic

. athletics for boys in the 7th and 8th grades of the small junior high
school, and for girls in all grades of the small junior-senior high school,
~ exceeded that in the large schools.
681307 0—63——5




60 THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Some of the widest differences between size groups are represented
by the student council, clubs, arts and crafts, school publications,
and science fairs. The differences varied from grade to grade. The
size of the decrease in some activities from grade 7 to 8 of the large
junior-genior high sthool may be due to a difference in the universe
for the two grades (13 percent of the schools having grade 8 did not
have grade 7) or to the lower percentage of total item response (last
column of table 35) for grade7 of this type school.

Differences in extraclass offerings between types of schools, while
generally not as large as between sizes of schools, are notable. Ip
the 8th grade, for example, the range of difference is from less thun |
percent for social functions to 20 percent for school publications, with

- & median difference for all activities of 8 percent. In nearly every
. instance, the junior high school offerings exceeded those of the junior-
senior high school. ' _

Among the four groups of schools two activities tended to be rather
‘equally distributed throughout—recreation and music.

This study indicates that pupils in large junior high schools have
the widest variety of extraclass activities available to them; that
pupils in the small junior high schools have the smallest variety
available; and that pupils in the junior-senior high school fall in
between these two groups with the differences between the small and
large junior-senior high school being less pronounced than between
+the small and large junior high school.

If curriculum-enriching extraclass activities are to administer to
the cultural, social, or recreational needs of all boys and girls as well
as expand their existing desirable interests, 100 percent participation
of pupils should be expected. Rarely, if ever, however does any
school achieve universal participation through voluntary enrollnient.
Ihvariably, a number of youngsters fail to join any activity group.
In some cases, the program of activities offered may be inadequate to
meet the felt needs of all; sometimes, however, the difficulty lies
within the pupils themselves. The question arises then: If extra-
class activities are good for all, should participation be required?
The results in table 36 seem to indicate that most schools do not
believe that it should; while it was a practice in 22 percent of the small
junior high schools in grade 9, for other grades and in other types of
schools, the percentage of required participation ranged from 8 to 14.

On the other hand, there are always some pupils with wide interests
to whom many activities appeal. Such pupils may register for two
Or more activities, sometimes more than is in their best interests.
High school principals were asked to report the maximum number of
activities in which, according to school policy, a pupil might engage-
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Table 36.—Perdent of schools requiring pupils to participate in at least bne :
: extraclass activity, by grade, and type and size of school

Grade ] Response analysis

i’

Type and size (enroliment)
of school Item respondents Peroent total response

-3
® .
©

7 8 )

JUNIOR HIGH 8CHOOLS

10.3 .9 10.8 o o 434 i3 0.8 (18]
14.3 13.9 21.5 30 0 107 95.0 85.2 827
8.6 8.3 8.0 397 3% 327 | 852 .5 08.5
JUNIOR-S8ENIOR HIGH 8CHOOLS
................ 1.9 10.7 L3 508 61 %t 8117 sL1 sL¢
125t0490...._ . _____.____. 12.7 1.3 121 3068 330 331 80.6 80.8 80.7
SQQand above. .. .....___. 9.2 9.4 9.1 22 331 30| 8.5 83.4 8.2

Table 37.—Percentage distribution of schools by maximum numb«.of extra-
cilcm oc‘:cti;itiels in which a pupil may participate, by grade, and type and
size of schoo

. Maximum number of extraclass activities || Response analysis
Type and size Total '
(enrollment) No T4, Item Percent
of school maxi- 1 2 3 or respond- | total
mum more ents response
GRADE 7
.3 43| 108 so| L7
81.5 3.2 8.8 81 1.5 216
78.3 5| 13.1 2.1 1.9 374
.3 .3 14.6 3.7 3.1 389
76.1 4.4 14.5 2.7 2.3 207
.8 7.8| 153 28 1.5 283
GRADES
n.s 30 1L9 .3 3.3 52
81.9 2.8 88 4.2 2.3 216
78.5 3.2| 133 2.9 2.2 206
7.3 4.3 15.0 44 2.2 (1)
75.9 3.7 13.6 5.0 1.8 3B
69.8 58 18.7 2.8 3.0 328
d GRADE 9
Junior high schools
Total. . ... .. ._____. 100.0| .9 38| 103 4.8 2.6 12
o299 ... 100.0 (- 77.5 4.5 9.9 4.5 3.6 11
300 and above. ......_.._________ -100.0| 73| 32| 104 49| 23 309
’ Junior-senior high schools '
Totad . ___ . _______._ 10.0| .1 Le| .8 6.0 3.8 “s
125to490__ .. . ________ .. 100.0 | "76.8 1.2| 139 89 21 B
800and above....._______ T - 100.0 | 70.2 28| 17.2 65 8.3 325
Q

ERIC —

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



o ———

A SURVEY OF GRADES 7, 8, AND 9 63

Approximately 75 percent of the junior-senior high schools and about
80 percent of the junior high schools set no maximum. About half
of the 20 to 25 percent having a maximum set it at two. The remain- |
ing 10 to 12 percent were distributed as shown in table 37.

Thus in at least three-fourths of all schools, pupils might or might
not as they chose participate in an activity program, and if they did,
there was no limit on the extent of participation.




VIl. Staff -

HIS SECTION gives such quantitative information on the staff
as was comparatively easy for principals to assemble from schoo)
records. Included are data on the numbers of various types of
supervisory and specialist personnel serving junior and junior-senior
high schools and their location, whether it be in the schools themselves
or in central offices. Although the survey cannot make comparisons
of schools solely on the basis of numbers of professional personnel
available; it certainly should follow that the effectiveness of schools
should be enhanced if specialist personnel are added and used to good
“advantage. . |
Another aspect of the staff picture which has an important bearing
on the type of educational experiences junior and junior-senior high
school pupils have is that related to the principals and teachers.
This section also includes, therefore, the experience and. current
teaching duties of principals and education, experience, and supply
of teachers.

| Professional Supervisory and
Specialist Petsonnel

In addition to the teachers and principals, what type of professional
personnel is serving the junior and junior-senior high schools in the
United States? Are there differences in the amount of service which
junior high schools and junior-senior high schools receive? Is the
entire time of these people being given to the individual school in
each instance or are the services being shared by other schools?

In this survey over one-half of the large junior and slightly higher

shiction of the large junior-senior high schools had assistant principals
but, as might be expected, very few small schools had such assistance.
(See table 38.) Where assistant principals were available to schools
such personnel was most frequently housed in the schools themselves
rather than in the central office. Only one-eighth of all large junior-
senior high schools or approximately one-fourth of those being served
by assistant principals housed these staff members in the central
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office. It is most unlikely that the principals located centraliy could

devote as much time to each school as those <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>