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IN A- DEMOCRACY a guidance program at the secondary
levelyis always advisable; when the need for mangower

need 18 especially acute now and will continue for some time.
The rdason guidance is so important is that the choice of the
type of high school education and of an occupation in a
democracy i8 a matter, in the last analysis, for the youth and
his parents. Thmfore, there is & decisive and urgent need
to have that decision by youth made with full knowledge of

* becomes acute it becomes a necessity. Many feel that this’

\

L

his capabilities and how he may overcome any handicaps to -

his use of thaaaupnblhum.

The analysis made in this bulletin bears directly on’ the
sproblem. It suggests a reappraisal of the significant steps
in the measarement program of secondary schools in relation
to the choice .of edusatiopal sequences and subjects and of
an gocupation.

This publication has been prepared by the Guidance and
Student Personnel Section, under the direction of Frank L.
Sievers, Chief, with assistance from the Trade and Industrial
Education Branch.

- \
E. GLeNN FraTHERSTON,

- Assistant Commissioner, :
Division of State and Lipoa.l School Systema.
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VIII ' INTRODUOCTION

~ was needed and could be attained. However, it was also concluded
S that gnidance for this particular purpose should probably he con-
sidered & part of the total school guidance program and not as an
independent and highly spécialized procedure. -This approach should

be helpful, therefore, in the process of educational planning for all
students irrespective of their ultimate educational and occupational

. goals. ;
Frank L. Sievess, Ohief,
Guidanoe und Student Personnel Seotion.
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Section |l. General Principles of Educational and

Vocational Guidance at the Eighth- and Ninth-
Grade Level

T HE SELECTION of curricular sequences at the eighth- and ninth-
grade level is predicated on the following principles:
1. The voluntary selection of a uurnculnr sequence 18 the privi-
lege of each student.

2. Selection by the student of a curricular sequence and of voca-
tional goals should be made only after all information per-
tinent to general intellectual level and specific aptitudes * has
been made available to him by his counselor. It follows that
the procedures far getting information must apply to the
entire student body and not just to those who are expected to
enter a particular curriculum.

8. After the ourricular sequence has been selected other factors
sdch as vocational interests, personality characteristics, emo-
tional maturity, and socio-economic status, should be identi-
fied and analyzed with respect to their positive and negative

“influences on the full development of the curricular plan.

4. Guidance in the selection of curricular sequences consists of
more than counseling. A systematic program of measure-
ment should be carried on to gek the information referred to
in principle 3. Counseling is but one aspect of the guidance
program and is dependent upon ether proceduresa.

5. After a student has enrolled in one curricular sequence, there
ghould be provisions in school regulations and guidance pro-
cedures to permit periodic reassessment of (1) the original
curricular-choics or decision, and (2) other personal and en-

+

118 this publication. aptitedes or wpecial or specific aptitedes will be uwed synonymonsly
to indieate the rather broad traite of abllities such as verbal, guantitative, spatial, mechas-
eal comprebension, ete., which have been shown to bave value I predicting success In

varions sducational or vocational aress. Because of this interpretation they are referred
to ap aptitndes rather than abllities. ..
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EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE 5

PART 1 - CURRENT METHOD (All one process)

Choice of
Curriculums

Process A
Basic Considerations In Tentative Curriculum Cholce

Process B
Factors to be Analyzed to Help Student Develop In Curriculum Selected

Social '
==

Chart |

to determine wherein they are liabilities or assets to the student and
tmtad accordingly. The reasons for this statement and for the sepa-
* ration of the two steps will be discussed at length.

There is little disagresment that the main task of the secondary
school counselor is in the educational-vocational guidance field. That
the counselot must also assume the professional leadership in the
school in dedling with all kinds of problems, including personal prob-
lems of a serious nature is axiomatic. Hahn and McLean * state what

* Hahn, MTiton . and MeLean, Malcolm 8. Connseling Puychology. New York, MeGraw-
HIll Book Co., 1088,
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EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE

[f these personal and emotional disturbances become the primary
factors of consideration in making the original curricular choice, con
fusion will certainly result.

It 1s suggested in this publication that it is essential for the school
counselor to recognize the significance of fwo types of information; and
that independent utilization of the two types will result in more appro-
priate choices of curriculums and subjects by students; 1. e., the first
type consisting of the fundamental or positive factors upon which
curriculum choices are made (the general inteflectual level and special
aptitudes) ; and, the second type, the positive and negative influences
of other factors in realizing good curtficular choices.
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Section lll. General Intellectual Ability as a Factor

TllE GREAT VARIATION in general ability from individual to
individual and the yariation in a distribution of mental Ages or
I. Q's for any group are well known. This variation may be shown
by comparing a single grade group with the average ability levels of
other grade groups. The range of variability in an eighth grade
group in Evanston, 111, 1s presented in Table 1. The relationships

Table —Grode level toble o:!dhtfvd spreod omong Evonston eighth-

grode students (odopted from the llinois Study)'

Orede oprmalrpugy
13 4
12 ks I8
11 =Y 65
10 119
'] 117
- ]
7 45
f 156
5 ']
4. - g : 3
3__ Sy I ASIN] _ : o I

487

! The Nature of the Bohool Population in Lhe Stste of [llinols [iinels Cwrisulum FProgram Bulletin
Ne. M m.m..muwumm.xmm

Norte: This table resds as follows: 4 out of the 487 Bth-grade students had
ability levels aquivalent to the average 13th-grade student, 18 equivalent to the
average 12th-grade student, ete.

of variations in general abili to success in high school and college
and to occupational membership have been the subject of considerable
research. Stewart's study' of the Army A. G. C. T. scores gives
typical evidence on the relation of intelligence levels to occupational
groups.* The relationship of general intelligence scores to snocess in

! Btewart, Naoml. A. 8. C. T. Beores of Army Personnel Grouped by Occupations.
Ocowpetions, 36 : 41, October 1947,
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._7 : College Entrants
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ance for college entrance, as well as for all other educational and vo-
cational areas, at about the eighth- or ninth-grade level. At this level
most students can readily change their high school curriculum if it is
not appropriate for the best development of their potentialities.
Actually from an actuarial standpoint, tests of substantial reliability
and validity given early in high school predict college success about
as well as college entrance examinations. This has been shown by
Seashore and Losee.
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14 AN APPROACH TO INDIVIDUAL ANALYSIS |

choices. As indicated, achievement test batteiries may also contribute
to the differential diagnosis and prediction of significant variation in
aptitudes and these should be included in the operating procedures.
For further discussion of the advantages and dissdvantages of
using aptitude measures as individual tests or as batteries ses Adams
and Torgerson.® .
Considerable validity data have besn reported on the significant
differences among intellectual traits and on the relationship of apti-
tude patterns to success in school subjects and in L8

-

pational Statws. Jewrnal of Poepcholagy, 30 : 25058, Angust 1080,
Geist, Herold. Validity of Minnssota Oerupatisnsl Rating BSeales. Jownal of
Applicd Pepshology, 34 : 23-28, 1983,
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' EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE 27

to discover how people acquire their adult vocations. It has been dis-
covered that there are many factors related to this process, such as
social status, family, attitudes, interests, personality, geographical
factors, and aptitudes. These studies are factual—they point out the
factors that do operate, but they are not evaluative. They do not in-
dicate whether the final choices were advantageous to the individual
or to society. If, however, some agreement can be reached regarding |
those factors which will produce the best individual adjustment and
also best serve the needs of society, then the study of vocational choice
will make significant contributions. If there is any agreement on the
relative values of the positive factors in educational and vocational
choice, as developed in this bulletin, then the utilization of research
results from studies of occupational choice will-add substantisally to
the total analysis of the problem. '

‘ o -
ERIC

































’Mﬂnﬁ.ﬂdﬂhh_ﬂﬂlhﬂldt&u%htbutm
any of the

- . S ———— ]

EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE 39

Pxasonwew Pxzss, INc, 180 Nassau Street, Princeton, N. J.,

Tus PsromoLoarcat Comromarion, 304 Bast 45th Btreet, New York 17, N. Y.
tPumio Scuoor Pumuisming Oo,, 845 Oalboun Btreet, Olncinnati 19, Ohilo.
Baixncs Ressanon Associarss, 57 West Grand Avenve, Chicago 10, IIL
BEzaman BorrLy Oo., Box 837, Beverly Hills, Callf.

Tas Breox Oo, Ninth and Favacs Btreet, Austin, Tex.

*Westaan PsrdmoLogicar Bxavioms, 10655 Bouth Monica Boulevard, Los Angeles
25, Calif. -

WoaLp Boox Oo,, ) : 4 '-
441 West Peachtree NE, Atlanta 8 Ga. L
2128 Prairie Avenne, 16, 1L
6 Beacon Btreet, 8 Mass

\; Yonkerp-on-Hodson B, N, Y.
T07 Browder Btreet, Dallas 1, Tex.
2004 University Avenue, Berkeley 4, GlYLL
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