




























SCHOOL LIBRARY STANDARDS, 1954

and Tennessee use recommendations rather than required standards.
Arkansas uses a checklist as a guide to the study of the elementary school
library and the statement "adequate library." Georgia has a standard
only for fppropriation for books. Oklahoma has standards only for books
and periodicals.

There are standards or recommendations regarding amount of training,
amount of time spent in the library, and number of librarians and assist-
an ts required in the library, aocot-ding to enrollments in 20 States.
These statemenis vary from detailed requirements by such States as
California, Indiana, ind Minnesota, to very general requirements in
Arizona and Missouri. Twenty-five States have standards or mom-
mendationt regarding number of books in relation to enrollment. Sixteen
States refer to standard or approved lists, while other States include
qualitative statements, such as, "Materials should include books and
periodicals to meet needs oi pupils, such as reference materials, research,
cultural and inspirational reading, vertical files on units to be taught and
pictorial materials." Twenty States require or recommend a central
library with standard equipment The amount of space is referred to in
terms of largest clam size and 10 percent of enrollment. California limits
seating capacity tA minimum of 46 (largest class, plus a few individual
students). Minnesota limits seating capacity to a maximum of 75 to
100 pupils. Organization is required or recommended. Cataloging is
recommended in several instances only if trained librarians are available.
Appropriations range from 40 cents per pupil for books to $2 per pupil.
Virginia and Wisconsin specify amounts exclusive of'State aid. Audio-
visual aids and encyclopedias are usually purchased from separate ac-
counts. Library lessons are part of the program in 19 States.

Importance of Library Standards
The increased use of qualitative standards by both regional accrediting

associations and State departments of edwation have made it possible:
(1) to evaluate a greater variety of library programs .in the ekmentary
and secondary schools; (2) to Fovide opportunities for professionally
trained supervisors of school libraries in State departments of education
to exercise their competencies in improving the library wogram in relation
to the total school program; (3) to carry out the philosophy of education
that gives more than "lip service" to individual differences and needs of
pupils and teachers; (4) to use the findings of research in child grckwth and
developnentfor example, importance of measuring each child's own
growth and development; (5) to encourage mauve library supervision
that results in helping the teacher to improve instruction through her
ways of working with children; (6) to encourage the employment of a
Feater number of more adequately trained librarians; (7) to stimulate
the improvement of tim5 quality and increase the apropriateinss of
Wary resources; and (8) to igan functional Ithrary quartersof new design

.
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