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Foreword
Ih

"TO PROVIDE all youth a commom body of experience, organized
around personal and social problems"; "to give boys and girls successful
experiences in solving the problems which are real to them here and
now, thus preparing them to solve future problems"; "to give youth
experiences which will lead them to become better citizens in a
democracy"; "to increase the holding power of the secondary school
by providing a program drat has meaning for all" these are some of
the reasons .for a core curriculum.

Although these purpose% are not served exclusively by a core pro-
gram, such a program serves these purposes uniquely well. The organ-
kationaf structure of core, which gives to one teacher the same group
of pupils for two or more periods daily, presumably places. the teacher
in an effective position for discovering the immediate concerns of
individuals and groups, for sensing real problems, and for providing

I. the kind of help that is needed. Also, the longer period allows for
continuity of interest, for greater relationship between subjocts, and
for a variety of types of ex wit possible in the usual 45-minute

Tr

a.

Inevitabli the core curriculum has niet some opposition. Its purposess.

are not always made dear. There is sometimes a mistaken tendency to
look upon it 46 an end rather than a means. lilts purposes trio under-
stood, there may be doubt that it can accomplish those 'urposes.
Problems beset it all along the way. Quite often the program in a
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Introduction

b.

Pürposs and scope of the study

This bulletin brings together from several sources infOrmation onthe what and the how of core curriculum practice. Many articles andbrochures are in print describing aspects of the core in inilividualschools and school systems. Information *bola characteristics of thecore curriculum is readily available in the literature. No comprehen.sive study has been made, however, to discover to what -extent sev-*eral of th commonly discussed characteristics 'actually are found inpiactice. Accordingly it was thought that the Office of Educationcould make a contribution through presenting the results of a surveyof practice, with illustrations of, how it is dont gathered from widelyscattered schools. In general, then, this bulletin attempts to answertwo questions. % I
What is the core program like as it is being developed in the sec-gndary schools of the *United States?A study of status by the Officeof Education in 1949 reported on 545 public high scliools of an es-timated 833 which a Nation-wide samplidg survey revealed weremidi cords-type programs.' The questionnaire used asked for infor-mation about subjects included, time allotted, gradts in which uti-lised, and number of pupils =rolled. Gatherineof data revealing ad-ministrative and classroom practices was left for a future report.

Accordingly, afier the completion of the 1949 study, another ques-tionnaire was prepared to obtain information &lout the nature of ti;icore curriculum and the extent to which certain features, genfrally
recognized in being characteristics of core programs, are .actually.found in practice.

How have high schools which have achieved fairly sucCeisful coreprograms attacked tha proilfma which principals_ report as major
cosscerns?-11hatrati9ns of prwtiee obtained during visits to se-leeted schools, through correspondence, or from the literature are
providedm neap illuptions cover teacher preparatioi and ingeerv-ice education, scheduling to provide conference periods,. materiOsand equipment in the classroom, provision of resource units, intro-
dueing teacherpupil planning I the core elan, establishing sound
public and itaff relation**, and evaluating the outcome. of core.

4
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2 CORE CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT t
V.

Coverage by questionnaire

411.

The second questionnaire was seat to all of the 545 schools and toether schools whose programs came to the writer's attention follow-ing the 1949 study. No systematic attempt was made, however, tolocate such additional 4hools. First sending' of the questionnairewere in October 1950, with a followup in December to schooh which
had not replied. Altogether, replies were received from 593 schools.Of the original 545 schools, 398 returned the questionnaire with data
filled in; 74 replied that they have no core program; and 73 failed toreply. One hundred and twenty-one usable replies were received
from schools not a part of the earlier study. In all, 519'schools sentin replies which are included in the present study..

This questionnaire asked for information about the "core programin your school," and did not define the term. A. is pointed out later,
it would seem that many prindpals having unified studies or cone-

% lated coursescore-type but not true coreeither failed to reply tothe request or reported they do not have a core program. For this
reason, and because, as stated above, no systematic attempt wasmade to locate additional schools using core-type programs, 519 is
not- significant as a total count of schook

404

Visits to selected schools

The questionnaire gathered information about characteristics and
proplemg which administrators report as major concerns. In order to
discover how these problems are being met, schools in certain geomgraphic areas which seemed from information available to have truecore programs (those reported as Types C or D in the succeeding
section on Types) were selected for Visiting. Visits were made to atotal of 24 schools in 13 cities in the States of Illinois, Kansis, Mary-land, Michigan, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, and Pennsyl7
vania. Core classes were observed and practices which owned outs
stazOing in certain respects were noted. Teachers, principals, and other
star-members were interviewed. Conferences were held with officials inthree State departments of education and in seven city qehool sys-
tems. Schools and places which were visited, and which are used for
illustrative purposes in this study, are starred in the index at theback of this publication.

Other sources of Mosotho
Much additional information was obtained both through corm

spondence and from published materials. Recent literature in the
field was canvassed and insofar as it relates to actual practices, this
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.
PROBLEMS AIND PRACTICES

has been.drawn upon rather'heavily. Beshirs the criterion of recency,other considerations for inclusion of referentes to a partiCular docu-ment were: (1) Its applicability ta a practice or problem discussedin the present study for iaich similar illustrative material was npt
available from sources interviewed; (2) itt use in supPenientfng
irliat the writer learned from her visit;o a school or city, thus provid-ing the reader with a source of additional information about a- partic-ular program; and (3) its usefulness in 'pointing to activities inStates or cities not otherivise reported upon.

Plan d this bulletin

The bulletin consists of two parts: Part I, a report of status andpractice as revealed by the questionnaire, by visits, through a surveyof the liter tine, and *rOugh correspondence, covers the extent ofthe use of different types of programsthose 'which are 'true core andthose which are variations or ,coreatype in nature. It considers theextent to which certain alai eteriaties, such as heterogeneous group-ing, extradites activities, homeroom -and guidance, and use of a singlemark for "core," are found in- practice. It deals with other matters ofstatus, such as geographic areas of development, grades in which itis found, and task or partial enrollment pf pupils within a givengrade. And, finally, it describes core class procedures in several actual situations. Part II first enumerates the problems which highschool principals reported on the questionnaire as being the chief
roadblocks in the operation or further evichment of their core pro-grams, then gives information about the extent of those problemsfor whiebethe questionnaire gathered data, and, finally, attempts toshow how some fonvardlooking high schools are tackling the major
problems.

UmltsUuusthsdudy
There are three principal limitations of this study: (1) Since a

eciiiklete survey of all schools was not mid., the representativenessof the findings Of the questionnaire for the country as a whole may besubject to -question-. (2) Cities ,elecied fa visiting were chosen notcab, because of the work they sive core, but because of their
'central geograp4tc location: 'For this reason there are . no. firsthand'sport* ot ipir*O0 /*di or in- airy State farther "rest thanOkiah (s). While **it Is faiith comprehensive iiireOuce toiIi

ilioirants in oierition, the
/

treatmentis-not .mhsustive due to limitationsjAapace. :4;
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PART I STATUS, AND PRACTICE

*

Types of Programs-

Classified as Core

I, IKE MANY TERMS used in educption, "eore curriculum" has noprecise definition. Basically it refers to a _courses in the commonlearning which is designed to provide learning experiences neededby all youth. In thiCsense it borrows from the original use of ,theterm when the required or basic subjects in a school's program werereferred to as core subjects-.
In addition to the "needed by all" concept, the core is generally rec-

.

ognized as having a distinct pattern of organizatiomt The time given ,to it is longer than that given to a single subject. A core class usuallymeets for a double period; in some instances three or four periodsare included in the "block" for which it is scheduled. The core is notan added course. It replaces two or more subjects in different majorareas of the curriculum. Usually these are English and social studies.Nearli always one teacher teaches the core clam
M

I. bl; :gittelfear-Study 3

The core curriculum as such came into being during the Eight.Year Study' when participating schools were trying to find waysbetter to serve the needs of all youth. One method frequently usedwas to break down barriers between subjects. This was not new ineducation; elementary schoOls through the activity program had usedit for a number of years. in secondary schools it had not been uncom-mon to find a fusion of two or more subject* *thin a broad 4eld,such as the fusions which ,resulted in general @deice and generalmathanaties. Cutting across two or more broad fields such ,as Enlish and social studies was a relatively new venture for the highschool, however.
In the early years of the pgiatilretir &Fay, breskiii_Arrn sub*hairier. consisted simply of the correiatiork of two sol4pets:with the chronological organization of dssor ,antjscienw. A later development was the use .ot a e44,ral. *vie for
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PROBLEMS AND Pumas 5

unification of the subject-matter areas include& A problem approach,
or finding ont the what, why, -and how, was used. .

Soine schools went still further in &handbag sufaject-mattiiiclines.
TheY believed that the sichiol should 40 something about the kob-
lems. which are persistent in the lives of adolescents as members af.
dimocratic society. 'Memo problems. are common to all youth and\
draw upon many different subjects for their solution. Working on
them, it was thought, would develop the personal and social compe-
tence of youth. Also, the democratic processes of pupil/maw plan-
ning and coopvrative group work which would be used, should de*
vvAlo the habit of reflective thiniciug and skill in solving problems.
Classes were organized on a block-of-time basis with one teacher in
charge throughout the two or more. periods.

Such classes, of course, had tp replace subjects that wire already
in the curricuhun, subjects that were required of all. English sand so-
cial studies were the subjects usually chosen, with science, mathe-
matics, art, music, or health added in some instances. These were
basic or core subjects. Thsf new program than became known as the
"core cuiriculum7 or somitimes as "general vducation.r- It had a dis-
tinct type of organisation in the total school program; its contint
and method differed widely from traditional courses.

Varying Tenninolou and Clumtedstics
In the years since the Eight-Year Study considerable interest has

been aroused in experimenting with the core pattern of organisatiop.
Some schools have also adopted cormype content and methods, oth
ere have traditionally subject-centered proirams. These latter may
simply correlate English and social studies as was practiced in the
early years of the Eight-Year Study; each subject retaining its iden-
tity, or they may um a central theme for the unification of the subject
matter they have always taught; either way,fseope and sequence are
laffely determined by prescribed textbooks. geboolmen use various
terminology lin referring to then- core-type courses: general edueao
tion, comma learnings, unified studies, amid living, basic studies,
and frequently "core."

Moot curriculum writera insist on an interpretation of core which
involvo a radicat dolman)* from SUWCCtCentered content and thus
a departure from the atimily6recite method of terhing. Spasms says,
for example, Wet the" core coins originates from a basic citizenship
objective and draws upon the subject areas replaced "for whatever

may Offer IA serving 'the *oral development of the students, in

I itaraii.Spasm Mob Mod 1sv Way. Now Irak, Awoke. Seel! p. 103.
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Con CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

. keeping with the goals of the course," Caswell's" proposal for the
core is the development of a "continuout, carefully planned series of
experiences which are based on significant tiersonai and social prob-
lems and which involve learninp of common concern, to ali youth."
Krng5 recognizes as core only those bloek classes which have for their
sole commitment "to help youth work On their major personal and
social problems and needs." He specifically eliminates doublemperiod
classes which correlate, fuse, or unify subject matter and which are
concerned with "the thicknese of the slice rather than with the nature
of the cake." To Smith, Stanley, and Shores° the primary emphasii in
core is on effective social living. They rule out as a major feature of
core personal iiterests and needs of adolescents and make the asumption that a "latitude of a broad area of social living provides
ample opportunity for both the play of childien's interests and the
satisfaction of theii needs." Although these interpretations of the
fundamental purpose of core vary, they'all imply the complete disre.
gard of subject boundaries and the development of proMems without
regard se clamification according to traditional subject content.

Block cfasses which are true core recognize the importance toyouth of acquiring skill in democratic living. through actuaU1y prac-
tieing. it in the classroom Core issues may be topics to find out
about; ideally they are problems to be solved. Problems 'grow out of. .
the personal, social, or civic- necris of youth. Problem-goiving tech.
niques are used. Working in groups and in committees is common
prectibe. Activities are so varied that each member of a clam, what-
ever his level of ability, will be able to participate and to feel that he
is making a contribution. The Fort class may include activities often
considered extracunicular, such as student council work9 expression
of hobby intercsts, and social aetivities which -ye practice in cooper,
ative planning. ..

Pupibteacher planning is a sipificant aspect of method. The ex*
tent of co9perative planning, or participation iy pupils in planning,varim In some schools there are pregivned currieulum guides or
resource unite, Scope and sometimes sequence have been predetere
mined. Teacherepupil planning is then °Defined to activitlea withhi
a unit. In other schools, joint planning begins with the selection ofthe unit, continues through' the fomalotion of the objectives or goo

the activities which will tliem, and ends with the eN,...ua.
tion of accomplishment of the claw and its individual members.

Alberty recognise& the =sung divergence among schools in the
4011100

4 CAswell, na-Hia L. Peoria& for the &tare. in The Amarlaus Mill kiwi. VOA Tc:sef Jaha Dewa-y 190. p. 143.
4'6 Zino Edward A. 'a . Huss Rumbas. N.w York Harper & Bra., 193-0. p. 91.*Smith, B. 0.. fitaav. Wm..0., anal Sherse, 3. n. Fewth of Cunfm Mvek-pment. YetkemTodd Boa Cft, ie. . 472.
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PRO:43,NIS AND PRACTICES

interpretation of the eorecurrictilum concept.7 Several of the six

are sub) A -centered Awl teacher-directed.
types of programs he includes in his analysis of current conceptions

__7,

vir
Frump* of Various Typet.,of Core

To -.over the extent to which schools which have a core-type or-
ganisation actually digress 'from traditidnal content and method, was
an important purpose of the questionnaire sent out by the Office of
Education during the school year 1950-51 to principils having (*re-
type programs. Four types drawn from AlbertA six interpretations
were briefly described. Higk-zchool principals were _asked to cheqk
those statements which most nearly fitted the type of program inv..

moretbeir schools. When than one type was used, they were asked
to check each, placing a double check beside the one which repre-
sented most common practice. The following table quotes the state-
ments on the questionnaire and shows the percentage of 5.19 schools
following each type of program in all ciames, in some classes, and in
most classes. It gives the information for the United States as a whole
and for each of the five States which repotted the largest number of
schools having the core curriculum.

According to the interpretations of core given by most writers in
the field, A and B are unified studie3---core.type but not true core.
Types C and D meet the criteria for core. Both are concerned with
the problem of youth; they are pupiLcentered rather than subject-
centered. Type C followers adhere to the belief that certain problems
are 'persistent in the lives of all ELL and hould therefore, be
worked upon by each class. Type D exams choice of problem se-
lection. A total of 222 schools, or 42.8 percent of the returns received,
report C or D type cores in one or more classes. It is fairly common
to find two or more types operating in a skip,. school.

Of the five States in which, the core, program has received its great,
est impetus-, California and rennsylvania have by far the largest
number of their. schools An the Type A category, according to prin-
cipals' repora. Abt the SIMS time, Pennsylvania, mom than any other
State has the largest pereentaie of who'd. reporting Type D. Michi-
gan ;Ales predmingintly types A md B. New York's sehook spwad
themselves more evenly than do (thin, States wirer the three; catego-
ries A, Bg and 114,. with A predominating. Maryland,-i with its state-wide

pa.*of coremourtiodum 4evelopment, is the -.only one of the five
tee iw4c1i TY* A Sq..* *nor role._ Here, types /it and C

dominate with Type C ieporteil mote frequent)/ than Type B.

Albany, UarJ& 4 d. dew To Develop a Cw-e Piresivir thipthdvatfty. 1%9. u1tL -

I . .

vo ;1K
fo.

%heel. csimmisk

:s .

..*:
1 j . ")

'
; .

' i ..1 1...
a # q.

'
r

to,

*-14

Ohio Mate

4

p.

.v

,1
a

.Friso

A t) -wp

7,c;
,

t, as.1
" .* .

r

"'`
f112 ,ie

. .

1' .1. :
c

? 4
It; ;1"Xl...'".-co%''

1 1-41

of

:.*

slightly
1.41

ob



T
ab

le
 1

.
Pe

rc
en

ta
ge

 o
f 

51
9

se
co

nd
ar

y 
sc

ho
ol

s
us

in
g

ea
ch

 o
f

fo
ur

ty
pe

s
of

co
re

 p
ro

gr
am

s1
_

__
__

__
 -

 _
__

__
_

.

4

Sc
ho

ol
s

w
in

g
A

s
&

bo
ob

us
in

g
ty

pe
B

s
Sc

bo
ol

s_
ta

in
g

ty
pe

C
Sc

ho
ol

s
us

in
g

ty
pe

D
S

N
as

t.

iii
be

ra
it

II
II 4

i 11 tw
o

II
11

.
A

II A
L 11 in

ii
II 4

il 11
il 4

11 4
li

li C
li

2

31
.6

4i
:1

-h
4

S
'

11
.9

6
T

S
le

11
12

IS
14

 -
IS

IS
17

IS
U

ni
te

dS
ta

te
s.

.
53

.6
_1

.5
.6

i0
.0

7.
3

,
43

.1
11

.4
17

.7
5.

7
11

7.
8

2.
7

9.
1

1.
7

13
.5

C
al

ifo
rn

ia
. .

 ..
...

M
ar

yi
es

41
...

...
M

ig
an

...
;..

...
N

ew
Y

or
k.

...
...

...
Pa

ns
yk

sa
it.

...
.

59 12
1

37 50 41

60
.1

1
7.

4
43

.2
22

.0
41

.5

15
.3

12
.4

10
.8

14
.0

17
.1

1.
7

5.
0

5.
4

18
.0

14
.6

67
.8

24
.1

59
.4

54
.0

73
.2

20
.5

27
.3

13
.5

12
.0

2.
4

10
.2

15
.7

24
.3

26
.0

17
.1

6.
8

12
.4

2.
7

10
.0

..
9.

8

37
.3

55
.4

40
.5

48
.0

29
.3

.

1.
7

23
.0 0

10
.0

7.
3

15
.3

18
.2

13
.5

24
.0

12
.2

3.
2

15
.7

8.
1

6.
0

7.
3

20
.2

56
.9

21
.6

40
.0

26
.8

0 :8 5.
4

4.
0

12
.2

1.
7

5.
8

16
.2

8,
0

1
17

.1

0 1.
6 0 4.
0

.2
.4

1.
7

E
2

21
.6

16
.0

31
.7

1

I M
b

10
01

4-
 s

a 
w

al
l

se
 .a

or
or

ia
 d

 th
os

e 
w

ild
&

S
aw

. I
so

ls
ilo

s 
lis

ta
 la

s
th

e 
M

ae
&

O
W

N
so

sc
ir

ita
. *

C
hi

as
h 

di
 th

s 
I

sa
w

 b
i w

hi
sk

 W
ai

ls
ra

yo
ns

 w
ar

s 
ro

od
w

od
bo

ot
di

ss
.1

1 
W

he
el

&
$1

11
11

III
M

A
N

 lb
W

ai
l*

 is
 th

e
eo

ns
lb

w
m

ai
m

s 
m

ab
le

al
th

e
IM

PS
 1

11
14

01
11

11
/1

11
11

14
11

Pa
lim

a.
 V

as
ss

as
m

pl
a,

 th
e 

to
so

ki
ng

 o
f

A
m

pa
rio

as
 Il

is
ta

te
ss

o
sn

ub
s

si
th

th
e

im
os

id
os

 d
 A

.
W

ar
y.

 T
. w

as
p 

m
ay

 b
. s

aw
&

 b
ot

h
al

dl
od

o
bp

:ii
ps

s
as

&
se

ld
om

 *
 a

ls
o

ep
pr

op
da

te
 s

ob
**

 b
ss

ob
sr

.
tr

ip
. .

41
40

0.
 ti

m
e

ar
e

lo
am

&
m

g 
S

ah
lo

si
s

is
si

si
od

th
e

w
as

 a
re

 h
oo

d
m

am
a

os
oi

su
i i

lh
oo

se
,
4.

"O
ur

 A
m

id
es

,
st

w
as

e
an

y
b 

th
e

an
tin

di
 tb

o.
'f

ai
r

a.
 m

a 
so

kb
oi

ss
 A

lo
so

do
os

 ii
da

ry
Iii

en
ra

m
s,

 m
od

po
ss

ib
ly

 tw
it 

ow
l

a
T

yp
e 

C
--

S
dh

lo
si

o
ar

o 
br

ou
gh

t
ra

y 
aa

 s
oa

la
di

.
T

he
is

m
on

is
t. 

.6
su

la
bo

r
ar

ka
ki

pr
op

lo
ss

od
l p

ro
bl

em
s 

a.
m

.*
ra

lo
l d

 t
a 

as
aa

ra
l

P
ro

bi
so

w
ba

ss
i

se
g

pr
od

ol
on

sl
oa

d
ar

ea
s 

of
 p

sp
e 

w
ad

s,
 b

ot
h

is
m

os
ili

ie
 1

.k
 s

w
ap

m
il 

ae
rie

as
 s

oc
ie

ty
la

w
th

em
. W

as
w

as
oi

s.
 s

ol
ar

 th
e

W
ow

. P
ss

oo
sd

ol
lo

si
sl

th
er

e
sw

ay
m

ot
s

pr
ob

le
m

.
as

 s
aw

' d
el

os
ss

ig
p.

em
ol

or
ai

sa
ilo

g 
m

ys
el

f,
Ip

so
lo

g 
al

m
s 

w
ith

ah
em

 b
ow

 i
w

ad
i

fo
ol

lv
ol

y
gr

am
Ita

us
ba

rs
 d

 th
e 

do
ss

si
ss

y 
or

ra
y

sa
t L

ov
a

a
do

do
s 

fr
om

ow
es

sa
vt

ra
l p

re
ei

ss
as

g
th

ey
si

lk
bo

ot
w

ve
r.

ow
es

th
e

pr
ob

le
m

&
*T

yp
o 

D
--

O
ttl

ifd
o

ar
e 

bo
on

&
 la

 e
m

ir
pm

se
al

ed
so

 IN
 "

0"
 a

bo
ve

. l
as

so
as

e 
so

pr
od

oo
ss

rls
od

 'p
ro

bl
em

s 
ar

ea
s 

to
 b

e 
st

ud
ie

d.
P

ap
as

 a
s4

 is
sa

lm
r

fr
ee

S
. p

lo
d

gr
ab

-
Is

sa
s

w
as

*b
le

b
th

ey
 w

is
h 

ta
 w

ee
k.

C
O

sa
t

.4
4t

7p
r

it 
in

.'
=

`"
.

- 
'la

.
.

el
a 

c-
;::

-7
"

- 
:

-
e.

'
sf

'
.

'
-

.
14

3
r,

...
4

=
,..

t.
:

-iN
17

 S
it

""

1.
!
4/

7.
t

^4
".

:
.

.

rt
*r

k
.;

f,4
1.

14
; /1

17
.5

"*
.

2 ,;e
..

?:
"

7N
e'

!2
-

44
-

.

:
r,

r
,t

.
r

:

4,
.4

,
V

iS
it

l"

Sh
+

t1
S:

*

:f
r 

A
fi

r,

-
;

V
'1

1
.

. .

:7
11

ei ':; ;;

: d
it

'

11
1

it&
se

,

.q
c

40
.1

90
1'

14
w

,
[I

I
W

I 
L

ill
 W

al
lit

IP
S 

W
H

PI
L

PI
II

P
P

R
IS

M
 4

4.
11

11
1.

*
11

11
4

tw
ir

iin
to S
.

,
,1

10
 1

1,
..e

kt
,

u
'P

K

_

-
-

',9
49

,1
09

".
."

4
u.

.9
94

91
' o

um
1,

=
11

11
11

hi
ld

ik
11

11
e4

19
99

49
 9

)0
10

b

p.

"-
a

R

4

11
11

41
17

. I

4.

1

-

kb

II
I 

iii
,.

'1
11

11
'1

! 
1,

11
i

li
r

ri
li

I
1,

is

ta
m

s

I

1
I

-

tik
ro

t. 1.
1

a on

;
lo

L
la

m
a/

3=
4

lip
,

IV
,'

II
'1

..
di

p
II

]
!,

4

w
in

ds

et
a

I
I 

,t 
Il

t,1
It

tl
rl

I

9.

4=
11

11
=

11
11

M
,

ty
pe

JU
L

.3
4

,1
11

1

M
t

se
m

ill
ai

le
d

I
Io

w
a 

w
al

lia
l r

ed
o

at
er

b.
.

la

b
ao

lv
id

ee



I Noughts AND Plum=

MUMPS COO Mtle

Do schools plan to change from the type of core they are now ming
to another type? Most of, the 46 schools replying to this queztion
do not. When a change is indicated, it is in the direction of progress
toward a more advanced type of program. Of the 77 schools planning
to change, 26 now having type A cores only, plan to change to type B;
36 having predominantly type A or type B will change to type GI and
14 schools hope to develop their programs to become type D. Several
schools report that while they have no definite plans to change, they
are considering it, or that as soon as teachen are ready to program
changes will

1

. .;

; ..( .

4

A

'A

r

dr

9

, -.2

ade.

41/1

1

. e. a ;

k
f.

.
.

- :-

s

"

- f J. .644

tIJ tt. 't*
I

""; 1 3
4. .

.



M
III

M
M

III
IIM

M
E

IN
E

M
E

M
IN

IM
M

E
H

M
ifi

lil
m

m
uN

um
m

uo
m

m
en

m

Nation-. Use

HOW WIDESPREAD is the nee of the core curriculum in publiccondary schools? Is it spreading to more schools and to moregrades within those schools? Complete answers to these questionshave to await a survey similar to the office's 1949 study whichreported upon 545 schools of "an estimated 833 located in 38 statesand the District of Columbia. Data available from questionnaire returns in the present ptudy and from other mane", give certain indi'cations of trends, however. There are indicatiom of a positive naturesome States; there are in cations also that some schools have dis-continued core.
In the latter category is the fact that 74 or approximately 14 per-cent of the 545b schools included in the 1949 surrey reported no coreprogram in 195041 and that an indeterminate number of the 73 otherswho failed to reply may he &sauna-, not to have a currently opera.core program. In neither case is the evidence of discontinuance

clearr-cout. Mmt of the 74 principals wrote in the word "none." Thismay mean that principals believe the methOd and program they useremoved from traditional procedure to be classified
is not Aar enough
as core. In fact, a number of these principals
correlate work, but not as core.
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a small minority of the 4,7

d cuey have discontin-edprincipals
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Denver and Minneapolis have had 'either to abandon the core pro-
gram or carry it o an elective bash because of serious public nice
flops problems. for example, which had 179 classes in
common !earnings in operation in the school yeAr 194940 had only
148 in 195041. A. a result of omnized opposition to the program,
the Board of Education voted to make the common learninp pro-
gram optional in grades 7 to 12.°

oi the positive side, however, are indications in several States, ob-
talied through personal interview, correspondence, and a surrey of
the literature, that there is continued or increased interwt in the core
curricAnnt

V

Nabama.---The Program of Studies and Guide to the Curricuitim
for Secondary Schools" which marked the culmination of the 6Tear
enniculum development program, included suggestions for core cur-
rieulum organisation. During this period the core program matte
considerable headway in the State. A recent study by Sherwin" based
on returns from 254 of the 625 white schools with grades above the
sixth, shows the increasi% impetus given to the cote program be-
fore the War, the crippling impact of the war, and the expansion after
the war. Eight grpcle levels were experimenting with the core hi
1.935-36; 35 in 193849, and 66 in 1940-41. The year 1942-43 marked
a decrease to 52 with a further decrease to 48 in 1944-45, after
which the awing again turmd upward, with .57 grade levels in 194647
and a high of 95 in 19449, when the !larva study was made. The
95 grade jevels are in 43- schools, or-I percent of those with grades
above tile sixth. Thirtriour schools which had had core programs
at some M=M

M. 'ng the iSeyear period had discontinued experimens
tation with the core. In the 4.--3 sciwols which war have a core pro-
gram there are 198 different core section& Of these. 51.6 percent
began experiraen Licni with core in the first four postwar
school yem; .n

B total during 1948-49, the last year for
w.thich Dr.
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twice the estimated total of 81 in 1948-49.0 The large discrepantyhere may he partially) explained by the Department's inclusion ofsome schools which dog not devote a biiick of time to the basic or corecourse: which according to die definition this Office 'his acceptcdwould not be counted as core type. The epartnnn in listing th-echaracteristic, of basie course programs includes the item, "The ma-joriti of the courses exaniined provide a block of time of two or moreperiods in length."
In Los. Angeles, doubleiveriod Eng1ish4ocial studies classes (theterm "core" is not used) haie increased proportionately more thanhave single-period classes in Ertghsh in grades 7, 8, and 9, in theperiod 1948 to 1950, accordint to advice from the city schools ogles.The figures are:

Doablopw1041Fear
1948

damps
4184

1950
1,469,11 *****

Shigle-period
EsigliA dhow

1.114

1.162

Florida."There appears to be a grtming interest in developing- better.programs in the field o general education," particularly at the
doi

junior high school level," w the advice of the State Department ofEducation in December 1951. A brief survey by the Department todiscover where such programs are operating discovered 26 sohook ISThis number compares with an estimated 24 for 1948-49.

Illinois.--Through the stimulus of the Illinoislam Study an interest is growing in common
schools in that State. Although the utatcmately only 20 schools using the common
were fewer than a dozen such ecite-

Lika

Secondary "
1 1 r C

procraras in
..-PA 1951 has apii'roxis

...angN in 194849 ur-re

Marla:deOne hundred apd forty- d MarylandIic secondary schools in 20 of its 23 counties were re:=4State Department of Education in the fall of 1950 to beprogram. No county was required to go into thefrom the Departtheir
no county in Marylan
core or eorewtype
program m Maryland
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o
invoking science as "roll as social studies, to situations. which do not
rpresent mgch beyond the juxtapoattion of English and social stud-ies." The State Department is now looking toward the extension ofthe program into senior high school and has in preparalion a bulletin
of suggestions for its continuation in the upper school pades.

survey by the State Department of Public Instruc-
don in 1991 discovered 69 schools in Michigan having either a unified
studies or core program, an increase of 5- over the previously esti-
mated total of 64. Since the dount of 69 is based on a 58 percent re-turn of questionnaires sent out by the Department, the actual number
of such schools is no doubt somewhat higher.

New Yorit.--The State Department of Education estimates that about
100 schools in the State are experithenting with some type of core cur-
riculum. (This Office's estimate in 1949 was 80.1 The Department
encourages such experimentation without officially recommending the
program. ,

In New York City, the Junior E School Division has experimented
with various types of core programs for a number of years. For the
school year 1951-52,. eight schools were officiilly designated as ex
perimental centers. These schools organised a variety of core programs,
in some combining English and social studies, in others, mathematics
and science, depending upon the abilities and backgrounds of the t;each
ing staffs. The eight principals have been meeting biweekly to discuss
plans -and .repoit progress.

In the .senior high. schools, an experince core program was ini-
tiated in 1941 at Midwood High School in- a few ninthivade classes.
In 1948, core cleans for sloiv learners (the lied XG Program)
ware *traduced in eight schools. Pupils in such classes were schtd-
uled for two periods and a hoineroom with the same teacher...The
piogram spread to other schools during the following years until, in
1951-62, 30 of the city's high schools used the XC Program.

As the program progressed with akw learners, some school people
became interested in, seeing it tried with heterogeneous and bright
groups. la 19S1, tile Board of Sirgerintendents approved a molt*.
tion empowering high4chool groups to. try out the program on a
more crustal:a scale in a few sekcted scgools with some additional
funds authorised .for the experiment. .In two high schools, William C.
Bryant and Long Wand City, the core was instituted for air ninths
year pupik Three of the vocational high schools are also =pod-
Naiad* with it in 'the ninth year.
........

.
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()Mo.The State Department of Educatkm reported a trend to-
.

wards the adoption ot a corefttype program in the lower grades of thesecondary salmi. Staff members take the view that its spmd will below. They pointed to an interesting aspect of the introduction ofthe core in two or three communitieJ whicl reversed the witai procedure of staff 'asking parents. Here parents took the initiative in
r

requesting schools to provide the program for their children.
The Columbus city school system is progressing with a plan for anexperiment in the seventh grade of ib 11 junim high ochookGroups of teachers working with the consuhant in curriculum havedeveloped resolute units. 'At the same ti in an in4errice mimefinanced by the Kellogg Foundation, with 't 'Hoped by the StateUniversity, a selected group ot 25 interested teachers from the 11chools has been preparing to carry two- or three-period block classesin 1952-53. It is hoped that these teachers will become leadereand resource people for further curriculum development in theirchool& Neu year a similar inirervioe course will be offered for ad-ministraton.

IP ashingtomIn an attempt to survey the curricular prikotices inthe junior high schools of the State, Burnett received responses from54 of the 94 principals to the question, "Is there trend in yourjunior high school toward a core program?"" Fortrasix whools re-ported a trend toward core; 4, a trend away from it; and 4 were moveing in neither direction. Examination of the grade programs dikeclosed that Sil schools had a definite black of .time scheduled forgra& 7, 31 for grade 8, and 13 for grade 9. (rne (-kTi_,18 estimated
number of schools having core-type programs in this State in 1949was 13.) It is further stated that, "'Me euriemt tendency in moat oftbe schools is to include three perio* or a half day,,for grade 7, twoperiods for gra& 8, and straight depanmentalisatign for grade 9.

. wawa; pñndp&ls rcferrI to the changes. as experimentaland extreased the intiption of m&Ung the ha--Ifday core characterisetic of all three grades as rapidly as Is feasible. Twelve a the 16schools that still follow the singkperiod E

.
..---=

C

tal ak-f-Ei have twoor three teachers in each build* err,c4imeriting will--2 ,:arizer blocks. _of time for grade 7, with the pomibility of movinv in I direction
.,

if results prove satisfactory." Most of the changes, it was pointed out,have c-czun-ed during the pill', years.

-Wriscosseits.----During 1950-51, the Univenity of Visoonsin island-fled 44 junior and senior high Aso.)s with combined daises of two
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or more periods in or replacing such areas as English, social studies,
mathematics, and science. An additional 27 schools carrying on
such work for the first time were identified in 1951--52, making a total
of at least 71 satook (The Office's estimated number for this State
in 1949 was 18,) The extent to which the core idea functions in these
classes varies from class to class and from school to school.

In in effort to elicit opinions on the spread of core-type programs
the State Teachen College at Moorhead, Minn., addressed inquiries
to the several State departments of education, to 152 superintendents
of schools in Minnesota, and to 150 members of the 'American Aseo-
elation of Colleges for Teacher Educatic.n." Two questions asked of
the principal State school officials only, and the perceptage of posi-
tive responses, are as foIlbsis:

Does shedders°. indicate Am the inclusion oi this typeid program in tA4 public
econdary schools of your Stets is &mains. docriasinc or stack?

73 percent reported that k is increasing.
is year Pecignsent, kakis type of program deathbed te becioese a dominant feature

curriculums orgssielsien in your State, er do ross believe it to one .
of the transkery hods in ednostien?

61$ int mat reported that they believe it to be dominant lecture.

Gruhts in With the Came Program Is Provided

How widely is the core used in the schools in which it is found?
Counting p one each Fade in each school in which the core pro-
gram is found, the 519 schools reported a total of 1,215 grades using
the core curriculum. These are arrayed as follows:

Table 2. Number of secondary schools reporting core programs in
each of the erodes -- 12

Now schools having core programs in grades TOtal
gradeI.Is

bar at
schools 7 9 9 10 11 12

I . 31,3 4111118 1,

United Stater... Brio 411 Ita us 90 69 t 1,215
,

California.. . ..... ... 59 50 43 38 13 7 / 1 152
Maryland 121 115 110 87 8 6 7 333
Michipn . 37 27 21 14 S S 3 75
New Yeti.... ... .. . . SO 33 32 21 9 5 2 102
Pumnaylvania. ....... 41 33 26 14 9 3 1 86
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Principals were asked, "If the core is used only in the lower gof your school, do you have plans to extend its use to the hgrades *ithin the next year or two?" Ninetypnine, or one- eschools resPoviding to this question, reported that they do haveto extend its use to upper grades. Twenty-five other sch&-Fisteered the information that they are in die "considering" orcussing" stage, or said they would like to extend it.

Use Within prades

Of the 1,21 grades reported, 847 or 73 percent enroll 100 perof their pupils in the core. Three hundred twenty43ight others eifewer than 100 percent of all pupils _in the grade in coreTable 3 shows the 4extent to which 100 percent enrollment hachieved in the States in which core has the largest following.

Table 3. Number and p--t-rcerit of gra4es reporting cons progwhich enroll 100 percent of the U8IS n these grades In 4-clams
Stan

4

'caked States....
California

113Maryland
313Michigan.

.
46

.4
New York

4

52

Nurrz_.

73.0
74.3
94.0
61.3
41.0
65.1

Pennsylvania
56r 4

Since by definition the core is composed of subjects required ofpupils, it is probably true in general that these grades are usingcore on an experimental basis. MAny priticipals who are activelyterested in the possibilities of the curriculum realize that patenteachers, and pupils also must be sold on this type olprogram if itto be. successful. Therefore, they do not attempt to establish it at onperceig basis. The principal may begin by having one or ti
on a

Lmd itterested teachen handle the c6mi1JleTeriod alas fthe! first year, %Ming to the number as other teachers express Itskest or desire to try it. In these inst, 'pupils also arc oft(given a choice as to whether they will enroll in the core or: the Barkprogram. In a few schools, core is used idy 'with ouppup' ; sOmetimes rapid-learner groups are silected; more .oftgroups are chosen. Pi
,... . :.The _range- from gi percent iw,liew, pkk :to 94 pewee* _in-lif r.--]

.., , ,.
i::,. -I /0- A

land probably spells the .differenft between i decidedly experiment/type of undertaking !py individual Rthoole 'anti one which ion.:
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letter!
ehrimPn at random,
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reported that the schools had in 1951-52 changed
over from an experimental to a re Larea4li program. Worths re-1 e

OirlinV4 P-o BIV Behoolai tour offered core on an basis; two did
not. them expected to change to a required program as soon

Tait Two had had a required-of-all program and
because of unfortnha= public relations had been forced to shift to an
eleefive propain; another felt that because of staff attitudes it was
adaartle to continue the -n0E-ram as aii elective. Five of the 'clods
said that teachers have the option of teaching core or single-subject
classes, one that teachers .are invited to teach in the program but
that no one is assign"; to it, and one school, that teachers are chosen
for cora teaching.

In tins* connection oz prine1 wrote:
Making the prom= oitional Drino a wiaole array es problems. However, we

follow a very flexible policy insofar as it relates to changing from one strewn
to anotim. Teachen have tte ontion of teaching core or straieht. The best way

relatively new) is, to ask a teacher to dote kill LW core program (or anything
ft who doesn't want to &) it.

Oar core Webers ire -Appy with their experience. One of its
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meter during
=L a
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4 Despite do opdonal aerfezt of the curriculum and despite much loose talk
about third ot our pupils are sore elsea* ,din about subversive n on roe_

Incidentally this school is located in the highest income part of the city wneze

the average level of edu-ational background is ht
change comes lewdest In such a neighborhood. All of the leaders of the city'
"antigroup" live within a few blocks of the school.

Vie -have made Kama Mistaka but most certainly we ard on the right
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Subjects and Functions

in the ive Block

Sub's* In ani Correlated With Cie

4164.

English and weld studies, subjects required of all, are almost al-the subjepts upon wbich the core fraistrwork h built. The 1949stud, of the Office of Educa-tion, previou* mentioned, found that'kW t%,A., percent of eo----- B-"-- mums replaced 'or included thole two sub°.in these
.,..-. y aff----g, ^

_met's. Some n I= ----
t -4 E=ti,___ infor=i-orated science or athematic* or owor mon other

=-1'

. 7
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'-n 7.--A; art, music, and health. Occasionally.7..,... a

or _spein combined lira mathematics or science;lid edam. snsoA.z.
.s

Eathematim are the basis of the core.ven though English gad social st:ndies are the only subjects refsplaced by the core, the core tkes not limit itself to the bounds ofthose subjects. CA!re knows no lilki&-Lt.matter limo and the pzioblemto be solvai may draw from any areu of the curriculum that can con-
,

tribute to its solution. The ft.::--------- excerpts from a report on the,......
core program at Evanston Tomhip High School are illustrative:1G

.
rt.e 0we dm insitutft rgai its program wham*upsets of the ammoniabaye a Ez_-_-r.-:.ns woe thi subject matter units-_ eh for. oftm___ dimly. For instance, inthe owns *I a look pupil in Core will have LI__work in midis, diseusionson etmerit nom, research, reporting and dis-..-Lisl-igan on the chosen snit, time&Awed to &ebb skill% sons experience with Mentors or the Kw arts andperhaps e Osaka, field trip sr Core bulimia meetinge core ,.-m- m

.
,...1

Mt4 fidid

diftartmemal :44abvtiw.
program sajum4 to the personal seeds of its pule' .....,._ft .-=

s rs -------=--- m w
= . i by

iftn
ar- eri----.4!=

_

.theiltie _._ ,.... .. more. _ ..___ - ..=...
_Awl. nt

...._ arviiie wipes*dve at air nja.. :, A-A.- it
........,.._

_.. -- ,, 4,& ,. .

a
. r .&.n14MI

.M
ff -----= --- 411141.diak

4 : -w_-_-..- it, praMee for ceitAg.0 .7.,=A= =------a

= . - - ,-..---e-:-., ME.-----7,

apowes am Y, the imam, an4
_ .

20 a11111.01r.-*L= nnd _...
---.--fign.. . .

.._._

-71:11,. z:a
.r..___ t --.___e

._..,U-V- OEM I.1
--.._g E--a Met t7-__An two; g ===t

&R___ _

IK4h --i-Iffias atml. badger.; it. . week* 2
Dy

a
t.P.e_

t
0111* rfir _girfit

'

= - =-.=raNNE- ffg

nottne.-00.ib44
ACII*11140 a000$0111[Li 2111014,4 r..014AP* Said. UAL

7:4 174 i:,141,

7x- !

,

1,104.%%-r1---*;?,---recrirlV'T .
.4 . ,-

4, ' I4t. 1. ,
.

' e

I.

ite

.-

'- .-.'
,. ! i .. 1. .c '11 1

.1

i7

,
1 11 t i lie

4 s- .. 1.'7% .1 7 - ,1 . , ,,,.7:.

I

A -;--rJ '

. r
. tv!..g, . s 4 1 I

-°-

jk. g
7 .tt P

I

. e J
.

% . 4 -f iP
1

4.,41$1"jk.. h4. . r
.1 :.

I 1 V 1 49REsti'-i
140.7-47ef

. 1:1414*1 J) 4.1.271:r4-tr"
1-

1 .
I. =6 '?-cg.1% .

Ir4T 16-'

,
Ir

Vt 4.4 ,
a;

1K4-7
.% art., 1

;

4,11-4X- -
..Vika r.

. , ?
,

. . ..
, .

tr.

me subject ram uses
c-1.1

4
,1 .4

,..44 -
t' I?' In' 'T c. I -. .

4,7 ,

211 'el
e

.

I #
Ls _ ,

,
:et .,.r...

V

4 t-

411*11.±_

,4 AThI ;Ai, A;
:I- a l

_--
t.'r 1(1 1,P1 A 1!

411= I= 1"4 I C
.f.-; `q

'A .1
rr kf.g V.!,o

. . . t I

_

.1. 1' I

147 it;44

.

, $ . .
.. r .

1. .:.. .41,
;s "iS t

t I . . 7
j c ;k , .41.

41-.-44:;;12e,

.11 -1:V

i" ' .1 ;.'
' I- ,

";. 4 1", 1;- ..
r-zI jr-"..? 4fs,05.

Iciit?ot

Ai

.4

- t, °-
V

';t4...

Y. 0
.1

(1.:P,:s'l

of, 044'4: v. J).;

p.

.r

\

guelik' la-

a

to
dmiliesiteistkomhips ad die

CaroI. et
WA* :
tal &Ail

mite-diva& lb aissiimp a* ptionsa hp

;
. ,. .,

.h1,21;

. ,
ler k

; ,
4." tr.



.,,

a

20 Con CURRICULUM D"VE. ffT
...,--ar.411

In a study"' to illustrate the ways in which subject fields can con-
tribute to the development of a unit in core, a gradual_ semin* at
Ohio State University having formulated au extensive lid of supextensive

..._B P .ngated pupil activities Edr tbe problem': area .., s."--a'---.' 2t erstanding,"
asked subject specialists to list the specific . a 4. ifLim, el Uoni, any,
which their repeetive field's' it make to each of the suggested
activities. Some of the 66 activities drew responses from as many as
8 or 9 subject fields without material seeming to be "dragged ";
some were restricted to 2 or S. -Eciples
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..,-.-,

With= L.IN-_---v.;-m0 **Pete 0. 0 0 0

'fields in which specific contribu- ons were listed are cited:
4 .,, a

Construct and head:personal
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lag teeth, washing hair, etc.), problems
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a14

wiAgie fotivi_ suckow
Woe. plans for.
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VB cola Specialearea teachers contrin"ute in. three ways:
adviser

21

"(1) as an m the preplanning stages of the development of
with particularthe- ..unit, s(2) _a " eLyng E , --,=7./1%. asusuag

the' study, (3} as a
aspects of

pL.cipant assuming' a major responsibility64,for the on-going study, or some particular aspects of the study."
Possibly no public echeterin provide the flexibility fo

I.

program forits teachers, which makes such wide correlation possible, that Uni-
versity School does. 9A few echooL; are able to 1
for eireadve tiorrelidon by sch dt
teachers of
the same groups
atoning :os after
tion ,Pf the Pow
Jac; =Natal'.

e uling the same free period for all
,n any one grate, or for those having

of pupils. Other schools add a half hour in the
t.L., togsthi permits considers

mei and advantages 2oi correlation of other sub-
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CORE CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

-er day, ailing tm trips and parties, and hiving owning".....,_ion in th rvi __v--

. ,. . ,

_ 2e-71.------,_---_-----, wa
. ._--7. i:- meroom. The pupil alio ic_cl__; ti., nipport

I i-- a c
.___

, ...._ ... ._
_,--,, ___ ,_ parent grmp and active zumwerom

.
soda program.

_________.. _____.....__,, ,i...
Guidance was ati importart= purpose A. new inuoauenon

unified .. 0swivel classes at IAiby High a-cao---- hi .. Ail pint's-Dan&.-, . _.
A

Comm
eanorial Organisation t0 empkv- a wL7,:--e- -a-Female' a consultant
E= the teachers of time thmbk-peziod doses.

the Chafes this same cuidanct SPeciali* effluirmted
of discussion iein in the Luilding. Some fortyofive ttedr
in two groups, on school time, owe a week for a grmeater. While
the general theme wm group voidance" coeration was give.s to

to U---z

such problems as were of col-Et-II-on intwest to the part= w_

In these unified studies dames teaeintriCtry to what eL
the new school situation, to &al with nroblemi of a1i-z=7,-

eamoss .4rif 4 UR Lit -*,4
4,"

a up to "rk
e . 1

.6

leg n = r -
A V.7.-- l

..,.
---_=-__,Ina, for dr. ant"lornA., mad

throughout the ant' year GI._
.

Limn 1. Since - owner...
. = .

..___,

_

hi general, b) provide

*

u- A

les

seek

dank-----==. way be needed. ,

number of pupils which would have in two
twice iw much time with the some Pupils, he ha
to knew the pupilto study his apqtuti,
ties, and to try to meet his partieular we&

Related to both homeroom E a

narily fall in an exton_ded g X
-7-= .mb

sidered extramrrieular. Such ardviti

',errail.

frequently
government pl= of hobb
elan parfia and rational aChtj
belleye that
the school offers for
sorbed into th.

vt i ......4v-s- : v_- r

,

i . A . g . . -__ a ....

aloe air Etimation

vauu
The cvre aiRffis with i*0-0-ad

0 '

eta.
Oft Can

are-ar4
of pup

&ff.* rezenta

11 step; whi

tidal ueellik-au---4
:; v.4 ,

of
.toov?.x

T
litetra= .5. Op. fit.

IOW. Mt. (Piage1 ke -31

,

-

-
1-;
,. , . nl (-41 's

,

U. S.
4.)

,

1-4 -'
4 ,r., . r.4

riAntLitik,
14.

;-

tv

4

4

.4+

-,..4=..

_

-

f. r- ri,-...-.0k- -a-- -I O- ..,,.0.71A...-_.....,.--, . '1. R..' f01.441- ' 'IF-4'
"' 1 .7 % '-

..
. : 1. / l't ". Lt-'41C,:ttrt..-ov .,!,

.1 .., ... ..

.4 .. .

onn!-

mathematics,

1

ern MCI

9

1011

_ rk

_ kr-t 1

studies.
A . A

ainc

.

the

e

r!

t

z!'

-
I

t

separate

r

0
Iln

- f

4.4

.

- 4 I

_ r .
-A .

3

,

. i.-

....s, ,.4.t,..`t' . ..

'
..-

_../-
4

Y:

k-.-.-'A
,,.....--,- ., LI CA IT -N- p . Z 1

:*. , I- r c. IA

[71 7'2 ,-4_ i_. n1.1.42:f_ .714 ". (41,:j,._. r .. t i I_ ,-- ---..-
.'1,

. .4 , . - .. . ... , 4. , ...k, , ,ii_.- &_#-, 1 'II' ,_i f" - .1.,--= kr -4_111

-

., . -- ... )i-A-' . 4.149 ., -
J - i 4 I -I, AIL 61 RI I--'- ' °:--' 1 -- i A f- -', --"-- F-'

. ..

441 .

1.1 =11

1.*
. = fg- .,` ik,. ' 4

-,rèlI ai-1
'

Wit
1,

.

--z-

-.3

ir-,--- --

,..;.t. ..: . rr-"--- _get.

I I' c34 a 1 4 ' - _ I a. 4 1
__

. . . # ii? ill:1 I
1

. 4 .: ' \ 0. r - -3- .'
1.. . f.,` 1 . '''

_I , ( 4

. : ." ,
1.;

* . .

A

...'

t
===,,

"...2f;

""!--` N y dilik1 I

A.

. .

'4.

1/2. , , .

1-411tr . .
I. 4

"tI
- OF

T 1

-. _4ttkr

L-

J,..m-ao
- r - L.k-k0 -k

- - 11 o;1 ,,Lia7-1 1.101-
A -I I,. _

s. -
.r

:# -11ft.e.'1:-* _ 1iTi ,

;1';
#

. - . t

,

1, t&airit 4. -Al
at% -f. ,:.,4 c,

4 . 4,4 $. ,* . $. . A
. 1 s.1 ,,ari$..a

11

. ,nt .

alFT -1

''' ..,-4',..4 1

'.

"kr.,,,

. .

ds' ,,f'.0-! ..=7 .
14: i.."-4 -:

3 o

.. :-,....-,c ,ci -,. -,-.,....,.. .... :
0- ' I I ,<... ... , le:, : .- : I 0.,...

.;... ,S7 /1.7' I .. -4,:_:4,i, 11'4...'"..i. -. 1 4 C.;i;,, .C. -- .0 !.-).:i.,,i ' ,- .-9 -"e.tt, e '',wt
e b, 4

ri -.1 -). 44:14.6,,.;k, tiik, I: illif..atttt, :44A7?;P1/41.--41-Vft *4...111/2Wat;;4Y,P.3V.

OS. 4

ikk

1;c:,t.
a

..s.' . I.-
LI I a"..; a

- ;'
1 .

: 4.1 t : a .

r-.3,9;:... °I 1. .

.w.:-Y4:1 IT,
.:10e0.41,

-

'.;14jI'I.

4111 ' 'lb '''.1 .", " 4711- 4.-41 -rail *I," l 1-7
..

.. ..

..

,

4

.... s
.

./.
t

' 4., ..:,

-411.,sAr.

.*:1,

t
"4

ret.st
t:+-1' 415L;M

for

grade

pupils not enrolled In di& sevisrel ooste Question
classes In donbk-period English-

or social studsnathematies eludes. #

were threntga the Denby Un-
as

Preliminaty
ganising a

met

to

measure elms and school respell-
sibilidee, of Kamm% and,

or-helpful
. has half the

he classes mid
resist opportunity

and

Extradass AdvItlei

sictivitkii that
homeroom period

diefielopment

teillon
4'

.

In a

-* Undoes Ntivithe
km* Assay,

,



4.

PROBLIMS AND PRACTICES
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28 Cobs Cuummum DIFTILOPMENT

-Find a service job for emelt to do.
-Have after school individual conferences ts, a friendly basis to determine thereasons for witiOrawal.
-Assign an interested student as partner in a "mutual sid'anungemezt,--Form an auxiliary committee of them and pet them at the disposal of all othercommittee Pupils will soon elan on them for immediate assistance whichwill help diem to feel ,needed, wafted, and will give them prestige. Suchjobs are getting books from the library, bunting up needed facts, makingposters, putting 'material on the bulletin board 'or blackboard, getting anddistributing tools and books, doing whatever may be needed at the momentto get better ventilation or light, helping to dean up before the bell rings,moving furniture, doing a repair job that is needed at ones.
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Pupil Marks In Core

"Does the method of marking used by the gehooI require that
separate marks be recorded for each of tbe subjects unified in thecore?" was an item on the questionnaire to which 480 of the 519
high-echool principals replied. Sixt74even percent reported that sep-arate marks are required; 33 percent that they are not Fewer than
one-fifth of the latter group are schools which include one or more ofthe senior high school grades 10, 11, or 12 in the core program. Inquite a few i9stanees principals reported the use of a single mark ingrades 7 and 8, but said they found it necessary to record separatemarks in grades and above.

The nesessity of furnishing separate marks on transcripts for col-
leges and universities is the reason most 'frequently given for mark-ing by subject. The requirement is definitely a restricting factor.
Since it is unusual to find schools not reporting separate marks for
subjects replaced or included in core in senior high school grades,
letters were written to several of the 25 high *amok which had re-ported no breakdown by *abject, inquiring as to their practice.Three acknowledged that they do have separate marks above the
eighth grade. A fourth school replied that no marks or report cards
are used, but' that informal letters are written to parents, and confer-ewes are held with pupils and with parents. State colleges, it was
stated, accept .the school's graduates on the basis of number of credit
units. The remaining six schools wrote that they do not usually re-cord separate marks. .

Edison High School, Stockton, Calif., records the core as "Basic
(Eng., SS.)" on Its perikatient record cards. The principal writes:
"Two years ago our teachews agreed to use oily one mark for the coreclaw: Tbay felt that the .ivork was too integrated in the various unitsthe we use to krtify two *twee :inarks.4.qur parcels undeirstand
what wi are ,(Wig *na 'hive

The. cumulative' **cord card used at Whittier Union- High School,
Whittier; Wit, breaks abwn the Basic course title into the? hyphen-aiod words, Enilish-Orientition, English-World ',History, English-
United States 'History, CiviesSenior Problems. The principal ex-
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3-L CORE CURRICULUM

I
r1:7 Zapf, like most teachers éuestioned, he1ieves that 253ti is

:' the op-inurn size foi core 'orki The room has movable se&t cabinets,
filing C1Iflft;, boOK8tieive, tLibIcg, and a room library, bu we could
certainly i1Se a great nI equipment in work of this type.

One tiling we uJfijjIv 7=' the Iiginning is to build a
friendly rcIatiozship. We want the children to feel tht
the teacher iUtR them. This clusrooni should contain many of the
element's (It situation, a1 -4

VVe to them *hy tFe das i et up: ' t1:ink wi?Jh -other
people, to work vith ot"er iecple, sInd to ,oive prb1e-n. in the best
way flOBBliDie. 'Ve planned tue core on the assumptions tat in order
to live in a denio:-critic sc1!ciety the individual needa to be able to face
his rOI.1CIfl8, 8tUay all OC:ttS of them, mail tO. dO SOIflthifl *bOUt
ti1enL 'e assunie hat lie can't 10 these things unless e practices
t1iin A third aesun=ition is that tlic skills 1d jq needed

S

for this are those involved in tflIJ11[J!1D With other people, working

ether people, ai;u3: eoivii in the best way cisib1e.

Thus are 8iiis aZ-a teC1pJqUes necear ior a CItIZfl IWID III a iein

4 7

lii the beginning theze i a unit cn orientation which i pre
p}aime::I to a certain extent. Youngsters come frcmn 10 or 11 achoolia

and we heed to take nine to et to kio=w eic1t ;-ther iiany techniques
are used to he1 class in:niF;crs get acquainted with one another-
name plates 4ad i stunts. Fhe teacher, too,
mutt let L1II1,il get acquainted with her; t!iev must know something
about her life. A

a ;utuigate te1I a little aLotii himself the tchàr
a little of Iu;rseIL The Cainiiia Personality Tat, MooneyOk List, iiitcrest et and autoapküeg written by

pupils after they have been ir the cI. about a month and feel safe
in IJL1k tlii-ngs, and a he1i one know more about them.

the orntation period wve learn all we can about the hooI
ig-8 and other school activities in order thai pupils may become a
ULI of he whole sdioo) picture a eoon a possible and be tic

to the crc from the various cIuu are bTOU$ht into
t:he ClasS to tell tree pLJ}pil9 W1-at thitic are carried on and 1tc=w

they way become members. 'Ve Fiiui in ira1 fiat our core PUPIlS
beioxi to more CIUIs LH8I1 1flu11L U aio iiiia that iii the
t;veiftii rnã in-any cius oUlice are held Jiy core mmiiL. Vc feed that
z= ineatis- t1ii J!=ecJJIe hizve f:liu1Wf1 to with otiier people
a!uI thai: they have IiaI a viitk experience. Ih-iin tI*r oøtslion
period we also spend time in flfl ac-auairitczi with our room library
which is 1;=uilt ui out of a 5O-cit fee ded toh puii1 $tho

of the &cnIes4Lcr iii lieu of a 2iT!=3Ø
r

Fftr itinn ve into a :k-niicracy u&t iii whlb
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problem for study that are of real iniportalice_ to the members of the

Criteria for FT topic* are w uu. The teacher must hel
pupils otherio see that :acting beside interest enter into the final
choice. Topics are then suggested by clams members and these may
number as high as 40 or W. Sometimes one problem is selected by
the dass with email groups working on different aspects .of the prob:
lem according to their greatest common. Sometime= 6 problems
are selected, each being studied by a separate small group.

Each group then makes a general plan of work for itself indicating
wriat the g-roup members want to find out, how they plan to get their
information and how the work is to be divided. Then they start to

data. They use librariespchool, home, and neighbors'. Here
opinion M to what makes certain materials good and others not

ammo to the tore. v--; c may go to visit the pollee department or
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him :k11rMv he is wanted the schooL" 'Every place lie he
I: hhJj" "Frank &meet talk to many
tlowi't wtrt to talk, 'i that lie doesn't
epàke up, "We seem t
f:o-nsdoUi 4i earlier"
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that followed

pupils; that1? 1r=r-='
,
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vu should been
a

revolved around 1ist form their
E=CJLIIT!=fl shuid tare. Should the counselor talk to Frank or Iimili= the

class do jf
WiWT1 tUT1 want bun it would be more effective." Me boy

wIic Efezne:ã: to know him best proffered the opinion ihat hetkei-t
IrL t:ctu1ui quit anyway. T:i; 'pf suggested that even if b ce
would it not be better for mm UIpe knew, we wanted Ithi The class
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aEsignments before the next 'sell
to the regular bell scneatne
mittees working

longer under finial_-kw& pressure to
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and therefore do better work. The corn-
zaher in the library
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num of voices,

must necessarily talk to-
dead silence of a

which can
work is being done."

materials

Azirary 9 but the busy-

be Kept under control, is an maication

ito

that

A core program makes extensive use of visual aids as well as 01r
the printed word. Films and filmstrips and opaque projections are
in frequent use in some schools. Pictures, posters, maps, aides, charts,
models, and displays have much to contrinute when wisely chos,n
Arts and crafts materials are recognized media for problem solving
in some core programs and are

To make it relatively easy
terials they need, Harford County, ?vide, which
books or ogler instructional materials, oiders materials on requisitions
made up gy individual teachers.38 Teachers are free to 'requisition
materials at ,any time, as new needs develop, thus supplementing
the initial orders which are made annually on the basis of antici-

a part oL ihe core class equipment.
,air core teacners to acquire the ma-

Has no retTuireu text-

pated needs. he only criterion for determining what is a valid.
of instruction which itmaterial is the contrii.ution can make to the

accomplishment of: a worthy aim." One requisnion requefted such
different items as dictionaries, outline maps, embroidery cotton, and
cement. Teachers are informed of new materiifis of instruction
through (a) easy access to samples of new books, visual aids, ete.1
(b) bibliographies of materials 'in various areas; (c) the sharing of
experiences through bulletins, meetings, Cumulative unit reports,
etc,

-a

" A Core Program Gram, try Dorothy Mudd. Bel Afr, $d.. Board of Eametion of Harford Gaiety,1949. Sto pages 19-74 for compr&beneive nuentions relating to the pse of materials and resceareAs.
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Planning of Areas and 51.

Although the core curriculum departs from the concept of subject
nia_ter -prganized in logical sequence, most writers in the fiela are
sympathetic to the idea of predeterained problem areas or.areas of
experience for each of the years in the school, arranged in a sequence
corresponding to the needs of youth at the (Yrade level. Practice var-ies, but inore schools have nredefermithe

Table The(oee a., Tway be
problem areas 'than' do not.

.city-wmeuetermmen on a or
county-wide be 1usis, eLewaihedba or they mav by the teachers oi an
individual school.

Ui eSriare
g 2 4

Ed..0q

Following the introduction of the core in Maryland schools teachi-ers met together in summer worKshons on a county-wide basis to
agree upon areas of need and to develop resource units within those
areas. Usually teachers met again followingn the summer to refine
these resource units in the light of their
school year, and to prepare additional units.

Talbot County. ct as

enences during the

The procedure in the 1950 Talbot County workshop was (1) to
identify those problems which teachers felt were significant and
meaningful to their juni r high tichool pupils; (2) to group the
Problems into areas for isnit construction; (3) to alioéate those
unit areas according to grade level; (4) to work out one unit foreach of the levels in the junior hi- h school."' Participants
meeting in their respective groups listed a total of 55 problems whichthey believed are significant to junior high school
problems were classified into problem

Problems ilStua for the
Orimtion.
TLisving Ill 11mt Conroy4

erthv Me if leis
Living in the home.

"Living In Talbot Cuunty"
v

a
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.gseventh ffraue are:

Safety is everybody' flatness.

rw,-1 1nose

grade0

fonserviltion forest and wildlife).
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was chosen for development at this first

Studies Pr,r7ar&-ain in the Junior Hitt School. Pail 011.1950. AO p. (mimeo.)
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workshop. Six major objectives were defined and suggestive ques-tions pertaining to the area, male learning activities, and some re-sources 4nd materials were listed for each objective. These werefolio d by a list of general resources applicable to several or all ofthe ajor purposes, skills to be developed, and suggestions for evql-nation. In the 1951 workshop additional units were prepared.In repo ting upon the outcome of the first workshop, the high-
school supervisor emphasized that the material presented was not tobe considered the curriculum or the activities, but that an imagina-tive teacher would want to vary and add to these activities.
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PROBLEMS AND PEACflCES
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The resource unit is usuallv developed by a group of teachers andthus is a learning situation for those participating. Itis intendea forteacher, ndt pupil, use $ome s pole which moved directly from tra-ditional iect ciass
/

to completely teacher-pupil planned coreunit's have found it expedient over the years to have teachers writedown their experiences wiih rectwin units and eventually, working cooperatively, to compile.these experiences ma to issue them as
resource units at specific grade Levels Mr future use of! the tcaphersof those grad

The practice has certain advantages as well as disadvantages. Itdoes give new teachers a sense of security; at tile same time there iev.

warnings the units
the danger that in spite of all teachers will treat as,
a course of study. It provides a certain scone an'd continui& of encontinuityt

important
in core and th s assures that no gro-ui will miss sone
instruction and tnat no group win0- a unit
grade; at the same time the risk that core Will
formalized pattern of instruction is involved.

.rning,ea situation - a.tacipatifor teae.--,ersviefaes a

'In a sucPeecting
crystallize law a

ruing tic ,unpas pro-
ompletion ofthe units, however, may leave teachers with a sense of accomplish-

ment, as well as with the feeling that problems are solved and theneed for the continuance of cooperative planning among them is
teaching methods ecua their

over; ot those who nog. articipate
develo-ment may not be _

handedis them.

Springfieldp Mo., schools move

f

a
both andU

Experiences of two schools in S
in diven,rent ways in the use of

4 competr. aocument which

-n& effrprt. units"'71 WU

#=,.rn.ptEt -A a

rPenMYEA uu th;6".J..0

0.9 innstra agrowth

.a-

curriculum111. core Et-to

of (core)
velopment. In the early years the -neral, education pro-gram at Springfield Senior High Sehool, there were no resource meitsor guides available. As teac,

oadems .
with pupils and found the

after., :, A. _,-,4--1 g 44 -*IL Aft
-2 ...L. Tsame recuraina. year y,..,--4-----a-1, 7 lelL IL v-vt,u4A,a_ s...-,-,.ful to them to write uv-- certain of ame units that na been

. 4.a
help--

in the clagroorns. This imoraiatton would provide a guide for train-.mg new
ofts4 :ed

at me same time anawerina the"' beginning teacher's
teach?" These eacherfroequestion, "But what 1

.departnae-uts of language arta social
together over a period of several
.document V-t

giA Bornti
twelfth grades."

stninea; and se; 'T-07f'---*WO

'yearn.
30 resource units for thel temoh,

a

Suggestions for use of the resource

Regimes Units Ecr tb W Adis-7-nt
195-0. 236 p. mimeo.) E-duPnticm

str

,

ff WE

venal, arid

e ,printeta st the be.
Program. ;--*

(mCj, 9

A

tot

--_

t_ _

s-

5_

0

I.

.. ,.

. .

;----___------'

i

repeat

a

in
by

. 0, . .i

.

orked

worked out

teachers,

pro! duce(

.

=vs,

.

2, 11136-:
tso.,

a mimeogra'phed

48

Sada



rROBLEMS AND A
A ar'n`IIPVC

v.Aivi..7

ginning of the book. They take into acenu.nr
their use., as pointed out above

teachers of the need for flexibility,
1

77

Tie dangers ip.herent
thus De=a

for &Intim-10m
warning 40

1. These units have been prepared to serve as a guide for the teacher. Theyshould not be considered as a course of study to be followed ip every respect.
2. ills operating concepts, listed in each of the units arei used to represent

genemlizations add ideas which have social siguificadnce. The concepts areAnot to be,.preeierrted to the pupils as statements of fact to be learne-A. .
A.3. ale objectives are stated in terms of behavior patterns, on the theoiy that

direct redirect behavior.
the purpose of ea-um-lion is and pupil .

ms ior sway and research re not intend- u to limit the teacher or-dass. Durig the pupikeacher plannin
pioblems will be suggested.

periods, many more important

ities included in each unit are defigite anti varied. The
"f/rrtart-E--

teacher is free to ute all, or to us none if he and the class can select more
eilective experiences.

6. The purpose of the 'evaluation activities is -to provide a method for estimating
unit.the success of the resource

7. rmue
g e bibliographyV 1 V

9
1 ff. Lf

14' never to be considered a complete list. It is 'the
of *Bela teacher to be eonstantlyon the alert for new materialsvarie sufficiently to meet the needs and interests of the pupils.

8. The resource units should he studied and enlarged upon by the teachers in
their conference groups, providing the additional activities point directly to
the stated objectives.

(9.

Imite are provided -than can possibly be used and teachersA

and
stances Unita

their elect the ones the., ywish to st-vew Tn
in Dro less spontaneou-..y aro-yes-J.9

problem which
guide. This IS Trite

t (level fo ed

anv in.
pupil interest iii a

e topic of anot.ger unit incluucci the resource
. .- ., ..

.
natural, of course, since the unit,9 included are

,

,

'spontaneously with similar classes before the
were Jorritten.
v

_Jacn resource unit contains su-vg Mons
9

/V.1
L.V.U.T._7actat

unit on the
about BOM

in

The
for many

of one *vent ffre-aGe ciags
Emil-1.1;LP" American Life by. having

characteristic of
home situation.

'subject Laa the
Y1 0 ill:Vie

through`1-E-1
a.0=., 97%ome kilns*

suggested

I a ir
0 0

V V ..=

'the

types of
introduced the

pupils write a theme
m_ d.

.
which...._ e, parents aroused their, in-

AI.IOLbe class itnn,began its king on
reading at the Life Aiustment Booklet on

arent4.", In another,
'tAudits,

of each class chose groin
in the resource unit

example, one g-ta n
iV3

Family

among

interest was aroused
on t Trial" ana "is Your`

16 diterent activities
e that most appealed to them. For

groti.p...etine group inter-divided itself- into ser

a

4.

and te
I and study.

. .

.
4. The

S. The
-

.

. . :

. I,

ore
pupils

h LI

those
units .

difftrent
teacher

teiiest
this ..vit

:"
,

.

:,j4a.
the

,441

. ,

e,

a

/-

.

the

showing



11
1 

ni
T

i1
11

11
11

11
11

11
11

1n

78

-- 1VICV- e a En nu,riirke_x

toms they a
_ESEL-as age

families

discover ...ow_ man
ent_. and LUC

ana
the eLm wrote on
A 6itiAutlAer roun

icier

4-x-A L
A t&ur

a
VW LI Ca

A ,Y &64

ta-

§

onortutuf les for aeVel0n F 4 1
A X-

than LAAv" the rilr-a

their sow
etas."

peo
the

e-aRif"
5

Still mother*

out what

.e_creW

141,1-Fv_v

people iik
A

of

g

the

family. traditions

home
were in good

aqve its report,
E age be or she

'-

A
N as recorded in

0.,today with
h a round Li

crt
would
Q

4,mcrican

the
or (ma*

eWvj
, =-= &

&VP
6

6=6 -=.6

VV-1 A==a a- -- A. 7

g

there

wV v.? I

=
Sia --- aA,S-rdril (lireL -a Via

family
aft-1 y

di_Qcus,qion co pIde of 50 years ago. Co.1*
ftr this. pupilq,_yne acted,

take part in the
burning issues

ndiscussion.
ofteniimes are

I

It
-Tfr

of

are
the uity

.411
'11V ff'tat

*lit,family
Vre* k- 6rprimA .b c Wan_

A
=e Ira a c--a Osgave a I Ci-

ofloam -E.

di n -g2a-,1aj-,P -= such
we-in-WT-21T- es-

aCIIftHCCIO
such a unit,

what to do witholder brothers and- Histers, antl viiiat should be t.._e attitude about thefamily car. These MIMICS must, ot courae be dealt
allowed for them.

PS&- Juwor School,.4
"U.

.m.

ent- conclusion with
curricui-m renrf_rn

CYto
ki fW___ r# a-I

ning ev-m

teacher

rezarj
6

r*
E*

6
6- = 6.6 6°6n

in

with and- time is

d, ,aa arrived at

0°.6.6
ff
66

_r-tv.-" = -= LZAX 1.4-A of
of the

works - 11114

feeling

by teac ers. Teaclit
be redirg---setes towarn

vUnato pupil

prrinz°1

interests,
techniaue5A

needs as

Stflflfl IE_Ps

r-p,anti

resource units
1948

as CIS

at problem are.s s.,1(&&

7intA,-- a
L

ffi.
"ffgriV -V &a y

evolve as
-tut.ents rather than be Dre

eliminated, bnnin
V- _- ot to be

1 =ft rt = 6 to --=ofV a.-4- V.

to cie ermine needs included

groups to discover
¶fleS:tIOTfl aire--

nem&

these ea

.a4s. all

recognized them, a
parents considered

wt.sapat saw theta.

4.,"

to
used in order

an inventor
series
needs

oi parent-study
to be, and a

district 4the set") aiscovexffrauers

social,
ees-ds seemed to Hi under three broad

-1
IL,

Antedenvironmentaland. were 11J

After the needs list was developed, a grOup of six teachers wasgiven the responsibility for developing a curriculum for seventh,gradera which vould provide ways for these needs to be raet.order to achieve maximum flexibility a 5-period blockJof time wassot i'de for general education. .Special reeTuriv .teachera, att. re--ape : 1 le fel, the art, music, and crafts or homemiking. The eh&then Are 'scheduled for one of the three classes for I peridd
on a. 12 ;mike' rotatibny thus making it possible for eveu geerai
odication teacher to Iynie a daily .qonference period.)F.

r CORE CURRICULUM xviEspkaurr

1.of to find
Amse.-5-ire a' .7[]_;

had their
obi htalth,

4,1ad any
kind to have.
the more

ideal in
'on

was dram tieLThe fifth group

IseL

torlea4er
the

ea

.
$

dl

a differ-
o the insovision of

was decided
.

tI
&coup of

will;
th

needs, and concerns.
The used of

teachers
,what

in
sipi

he ., 'Ettp---litoriumacl,

. . .
Ili I

4.1

E.%

44,2w

r r 1-
. . t

r

e7--7

besides
whether

hobby.

an

fr

.plan

4t,

'kt

each



PP.e.- ,,,--r ..g_ ff 0
=-= ii-- ...a rya 0,.

General education classes

a I'PRACTICES 79

draw freely from the conventional sub-
lea areas of matnematies, soenep
for information ' and skills relating
vfronmeiita l problems
also come during thi

social studies, and. anfftiage
to ine social,

consicieren. Physical
A 6
11 e. uasses ot

,,-,roupeu in the same part

L

" arid en-
rLenees

the same grade level are
of the braiding so that teacier-r,

change groups tor e rtain activities
competencies, if at any

It was decid6d that
should be

time they
taketo

a a _v.vbfq81-1

most of the
aone by a teaw. with his

advantage ox
iu do 4-4M14

A t.- nil:4i of Ida:I:rt. 11{

e

other's

activities
group of pupils. One resource

umt, that.
of orientation of new seventh-gra eve to the school, was

preplanned by a group of teachers in a summer workshop. All other, - -.units of studv evelop as a iesuit of pupil-te cher planning." The, . . ..orientatim unit
with

provides the onnortunitva

each other and
concerns,.

for becoming acquainted
for aift vetting many common

Units
Gillespie ib Eg,

uvihesP-le Jurnor
a_ - _..,-=_ ,-,-R. E.- = - 4-1- onwhich f 7t-, .,.= _,,:._-___,_ ._

former
the core ra
deveoed by the
immediate

ft

6 a N

Cr12
ft.-40 School iA

'basis ar to nat
the

caL&

ti-ta says

AA

common concerns
area ot the child's life.
mai such piRblems and auestio-

nrobkms "-kar

I.

AA
w--%_

%.,,%.a.a Program
ar-4 raw, r

u,w; P
--a

j

Which
0tz

Gertrude 11 oar-V
withinrienees

they are planned
.1% .7:Aff
WaV

.1
V 5==aw_11

1an
asis of n retz wino' and,

a

constantly arise within every
th is no way of predetermi

blere ca be no artificial determi
nation of grade. themes or even oi
work. Liequence
pupils and teachers can determine
discuss with sincerit

of the Mrenath and
ent pa-S-1 Tort on-the

Realer

5

sequences within any one term's
of --ileyante."45 She believes that

neit job rto be done if theytrffi

E

-4 °laitale 1 441.

honestly the t_sce questions.:
to be done? In the light

SA _-z-
W stillA.

weakness of past performance, and of our pres-
road to becoming.

intelligent citizens, what ,inust.. ."7.,_

omission"we do marl" To avoid "dangerous
tiLl; tepenn_r- munta. keep

, upon commetaon
A ..principals_

supervisor. chart in e

a re-;-Corti OA

ot 'Inv

7 V

-WAX& repetelon.-v.&_na -=

each dars accom
file

um* d by each class .of each
Under this system a class in each 'IP

Jun* high school might 40 found to, be
en Coma Iduerd. .11100.14, Mess(asiatow

. g Mow. (7-,_-rUNO4e. pmedeir T Lis* saW PsJdja

_h v with
P--=

AI A

1114S. p:

a.

I a 1ligilrao a a=

tatnnemai or
-'440

ftmesters in
t5,,se same unit. Fot

TL Saul, A 117 p.

Cur.psay.

_t

Ee

ND,

,

education

may ex.
each

*at
VIV keeps 194- ItCal

ji

SSOS4C;). `Trpn
4,a ilhiladelPhi

of that learning
ht*Act _ e if,

teacher e

Inasmuch

becomes a

and
'a:7 at have . done?

ritari units
'9 #

e the
e

several
. r)

. ,

--7; a

.1
Ebb

re-ikaiN r 44 4 t

Without Resource

School i of
,

a
a

we

and;

will
pade.

of the 6
studyino

npithe

.

LAU.



_

=

CORE CURJUctrL IENT

example, at the end of the first report period of the fail of 1951, th?, .chart revealed that one class at le in each of grades 7B, 8A, 811, and.

.
i9A had just completed a unit on "Pennsylvania" and one class in7B, 8A, and gB had worked on "Astronomy." Theoretic_alTi this is noproblem because earlier ,charts would have indicated the theseclasses had not undertaken the unit kevfoualy and "aurrentthe chtlnwould prevent their repealing it in a later grade. The weakness is, ofcourse, that not only do pupils transfer between schools,- but pupilsstaying in the school do sot always remain through high Bawd withthe same elia.. Miss .Noar believes, however, Chat if an area is re-peated, ."The very nature of the growth process as well as e iact thatno subject, question, or problem likely to be completely explored

answered, or solved at any school level, will instr---- the 'covering ofnew ground,' rather u--qn the retracing of former footsteps."'"
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The administrator wiic
from the traditional to the

wines to atiout change s. which break
extent that the core curriculum d

assure him&li tt._zia. no° run into community opposition. A
good public relations program i sound in uran-e. Parents will want
to know *liv a change is eontemy lated, what the proposed program
is like, what its advantages are over the one to which they are aec
tomed. and what specific benefits their boys ttnd -As will receivefrom it. In many instances they will need to ULSCII.,==-
tentiai outcomes and to consider whether these are the

the Do
V

desire for their,
OV4 and &Ins,w 4

Consultation and discussion take time, but the alternative too
trequenti the breakdown of the Parentsory r ant4 who have not
been consulted in the plaining stges arri who (to not have an under-
standing of the haii_c philosophy aiee quick to criticize any weaknesses,
or seeming weaknesses that appear. If criticism uains momenrumas
it often does in such situations, the principal may be forced to remove
the program altogether, to regress to a type of program which is
a meie correlation of ubjgste matter, or to allow the program to
function on an optional or elective basis.

It is usually a small but vocal minority wit.' responsible for
any forced regression. Faunce'itint'ossing- illustrate this in a.y _F-1erence to the retrenchment in the °core program in the secondary
schools of one of our large cities. An eTnnion poll showed that 74
percent of the public hau never heard.,of or did not understand the
meaning of the program and that of those who did, nearly twice as
many iasp-reJ 1t as were opjosed, yet that program was under fire
in the city ana a r =1_12

1t41 & of the efforts of a small minority group
the mho-oh were forced to make the core optional wherever it was
offered. They point out t.-at 661nau the sen-Nola been ent1-4Ing
aid Poi parents, and parti .-._1-1-, the 4 a in . .

waiving its problems,LLI-Lo.ff =7 P --'- 'Th. ......,__.. r .,

have existed. In one school cominunitysuch a condition would not
largely devoted to the core program, the opposition could
create a ripple of comma because of an activp and informed parents'
organisation."

num* old Bessir;. Op. cis., p. 244 azA 254.
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86 CORE CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

Anyvpupil may elect the core course in the high school. Thus coreclasses ire the. Kane as any other heterogeneous classroom group.This has pleaseenon-core teachers who had felt earlier that the corecourse had held an unfair advantage in that above-average pupilswere selected for it. A pupil who elects the carp course in the ninth'grade may follow it through each of the 4 years, or he may transfer toa straight-subject program at any time. 11, however, he did not electthe, core course in the ninth grade he may not elect it in any latergrade. Such practice is not uncommon. When the basic skills andtechniques of thinking together, working together, and problem-solv-ing are learned in the ninth grade where much time is spent in de-veloping them, it is thought that anyone entering at a later year is at
--distinct disadvantage.

Lawrenceville, lie., H!
sends home mith5c-gra- "76 accounts of core 'activities

Lawrenceville High School
unified ,etudiez classes.

_pprises parents of what goes on in its
Each quarter a mimeographed report pre-pared by the unified studies teacher. is transmitted to the parents ofpupils in thew, classes to enable them to know aad better under-stand what is happening in the classroom. At the end of the mimeo-graphed statement are evaluations of the individual pupil: one by thtencuers one by ..Ae class, and one by the pupil himself. c-m Via

- F - qa ofthe possibilities this sort of communication may have in prcemotingparent understanding, there Is Auoted here th
one teacher of what one of Lis sections a

Section two of the Unified Studies class chose and .ievelopeci an outline ofstudy base!' on various vocations. This topic of stutly was decided upon by theclass because there was a unanimous feeling that there was a need to learn moreabout many occupations so that each student might choose ad plan his ownlife's work more intelligently and purposefully. Eacirstudent was urged to seek

*

fall report by
COM -a IblAede

7 0

the advice and help of someone in the &mutilation for which he was ref.:-to report on.
The Students have advanced most readily in such skills as organizing andpresenting material to the class. Most students have greatly improved in willing-,ness and ability to speak before the group. At this time, we are completing thelast unit and are now engaged in planning our next unit of study.Our fine arts period was limited to listening, understanding, and enjoying themusic from the Student Prince. A onc-act play was preaented.The English program cons;Rta4 largely of writing a business letter to variousuniversities requeating catalogues for oip Olool library, a theme requiring useof imagination, an autablopaphy and souse record writing in st-u,e-aft'sperfinal journal of class activities. Those who accepted these challenges ,OVesnide an important contribution to their own edur:2-t1on and writing *ills.A magazine of current events acts as basis for our own diecmainn *Ideasand both the school library and county library serve as sources of irlf-u-zr-.7---lionfor student resmrch work.
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PROBLEMS AND PRACTICES 87

To supplement the unit work several classroom movie° added to our under-standing of both English and citizenship. The movies were: Do Words L.t.crFool You, Using the Dictionary, The Road to ,Citisenship, Making the Most Outof School, and This Is Oii.
A campfire, hayride, and barn dance made up a successful program of classparties. Theta "get-togethers" help a gieat deal in later pupil.teicher relation-ships as well as affording wbolesome recreation for all concerned.

AE........ "A - .- ._

Hiv Township High School Involves psfents In core
Involvement of parents in the core curriculum is one of the out-standing features of the program at Evanston. Each spring, parentsof eighth-graders who will be entering the high school in the fallmust decide whether or not they wish their boys and girls to enrollin core (formerly referred to as New School). Enrollment is limitedto the number of pupils who can be accommodated in one ofhigiwchoore large homerooms. Eighth-graders who apply are selecte=1so as to constitute a heterogeneous group from the standpoint ofrace, religion, and economic The average 1.Q. of the groupmust A,e the same as that for the school as a whole.in the fall, parents are brought into the program early. Each isgiven a sheet listing suggesüon such as the io ow-ng:
1. wh,n your child becomes a member of the Core Studies, you as parentsbecome active members also. We hope you will he willing to visit coreregularly and often.

2. You will need to nnderatand the fundamental aims of Core Studied and tohelp interpret them to other mothers and fathers and to your own child.
3. It would be helpful if you would provide chaperonage or transportation orboth for parties or excursions whenever possibfe.
4. An offer to provide ho.pitality for the core, such as lending your kitchen,living room, backyard, recreation room, and providing simple refreshments,will be welcomed.

S. An offer to assist the core mother with telephoning will he appreciated.
re_e opening event, usually the last week in September, is theFreshmen Parents Dinner, which gives opportunity for parents to

other as wellmeet each Lie teachers. During Octo r, informal
a

&scum-ion. mentnrsi for parents of core students are h Philoso-phy, problems in core, problems of 7 iavior at aniolcence, and ed-ucational muds are jacus-4-34-11. Th-se meetings are planned by "coremothers."
C.aore mothers" 0A.1.0 liaison agents betw-_w._

whool. Each clam has a core mother, who visits
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88 CORE CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

ings, and to discuss social aspects of the program. If the Board de-cides a greater emphasis on English is needed, pupils are given moreEnglish; if it believes a general meeting should te called, that isdone. Every core party or trip is assisted by one or more parents: Anews letter, issued several times a year, also helps to keep parents ofcore pupils informed of what is going on.
In order to maintain continuity in its work, the school has organ-ized a Parent Planning Committee. This committee, composed ofparents of pupils now in the program, staff memIlprs, and interestedpeople in the community, oftentimes including parents whose chil-dren have graduated, devotes its time and attention to over-all plansand policies.
When a publication describing the core program was being pre-pared, a preliminary draft was sent to parents asking their help intelling what the program is. Replies came back from almost everyfamily. Many parents, of course, said simply, "This is 4ne." Some,holftver, gave -8 pee fic suggestions for content. The staff believesthat the anusual parent interest and loyalty are "two of the outstand-ing contributions that the Core Program has made to the school asa whole." These are manifested in helpful evaluation, gifts, curricu-lum planning, and in actual classroom participation.52

Common Learnings
a

t West Junior High School,
integrates school aua community

Many of the problems of study at West Junior High School arethose which originate in the community. Parents through their chil-dren's activities have an opportunity to learn what pupils do incommon learnings. C,omnmnity problems are numerous. The schoolis in a blighted area with inadequate facilities for education and rec-reation.
§ince the introduction of common !earnings, hallos of each schoolelection are included in the curriculum as an important communityproblem. The principal states that when pupils study and under-stand all the facts, .pro and con, the voters always approvq the pro-posed levy in this high-school district. In April 1951, core classesvisited were coricerned with learning all they could about the schoolbuilding bond issue to be voted onlate in May. A sizable sum kith tobe earmarked for the West Side if the levy carried. Pupils studied notonly aspects of the Kansas City situation, but compared- Kansas Citywith the Nation. Finances of the school money issue were studiedand worked on in arithmetic classes. Pupils were active in arousing

The Ow. Prima if LTA'S. Op. cit.

0.

Kansas Po.,
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PROBLEMS AND PRACTICES

their parent( interest and in getting them to campaign for it As
result, when votes were counted, 82 per cent of those in the h*
school district were favorable; only 66.6 per cent was required.

Juvenile delinquency, with its high rate of 'incidence in the die-

89

trict, became the problem for investigation by each of the five ninth-
grade common-learnings classes in 1950-51. Excerpts of reports by
pupils of the several sections which appeared in an issue of the
school paper show how common !earnings classes tackled the prob-
lem:

9 A.We have made graphs and Teethes to show the juvenile offenses and
we are sorry to say that West Junior holds fourth place in having the most
cases during the year 1950. We have found that most offenses occurred during
our summer vacation, when there is nothing for teenagers to do in their spare
time.

9B.We have been studying about juvenile delinquencieswhat the causes
are, how they came about, and how to prevent delinquency. We have made
brklets in our leisure time activities on finding different ways to have fun and
keep out of trouble. We have made speeches, charts, graphs, and slides to show
how West Junior ranks with other high schools in juvenile delinquency.

9C and 90.We presented a -citizenship program in assembly, March 26. The
program was centered around the subject of juvenile delinquency. All class
members helped to find and assemble the material used. The piogram itself
consisted of lantern slides and prepared talk*. Our aisles are looking forward
to some field trips. We expect to visit the City Bali and Police Department on
these trips:

9E.We have found that most delinquents come from the slums of our cities
where the housing conditions are Imd. To prevent juvenile delinquency most
cities are tearing down the slum areas and putting up housing projects and
building playgroutids so the children will not run around in gangs and get

/Kansas City start a housing project on
the West Si g- to take the place of the houses they tore down, and have rents
that normal working people can afford?

The 1951-52 common learnings classes continued the study begun
in 1950-51. They will report in assembly as to whether juvenile de-
linquency in 1951 was less than in 1950 after special emphiasis had
been given recreation and citizenship in school and in other institu-
tions of the community with which the school works closely. Thet-4

classes interviewed the leaders of all the institutions, organizations,
and neighborhood centers which have planned recreation for boys
and girls *to live on the West Side and reported back to the school
their scheduled activities for their age groups. They, have studied
the causes of crime by youth in the city and in the highwchwal

They have made a owl& request for improvement of perk
and playground facilities through their recommendations for nia-Ung
a playground of an old water reservoir of three bicnks. An interview

started on careers of crime. V/by can

a

a

distrièt.
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with a representative of the water department determined that that
department is no longer' interested in the reservoir ae such. Specific
recommendations were made for improvemefit and development of
the site as a recreation area. The class which drafted the recommen-
dations represented the West Side Community Council in a petition
to the City Park Board in January 1952.

art

Essential to the establishment of good public relations is the unuer-
standing and support of the entireAfaculty of the school. Too often a
few members of a faculty may undermine a program by failing to
give it support and by expressing doubts as to its value.

Principals do not generally recognize lack of staff support as a
major problem, however, judging by the fact that only 22 of the prin-
cipals reporting in the present study included it. Evidence that it is
a potential problem at least ill revealed by inquiries addressed to
core teachers in the State of Maryland in 1950." These teacher's were
asked their opinion of the attitude of the public, pupils. and teach-
ers to the core program.' Results show the teachers believe that the
staff itself is more unfavorably disposed to the 'core than are either
parents or pupils. The inference can be drawn that ilthe staff is not
in Aympathy with the program its =caws is dubious.

Percentage distribution of opinions of Maryland teachers of core pro-
grams as to attitudes toward core of pupils, parents., and teachers.

Attitude toward
sera Of

Most of your pupils
Moat parents you know
Moot teachers in your

Most high-school teachers
you know

Favmable ,Non-
committal

2

66.2
31.2

33.6

14.6

0

14.1
27.7

25.0

12.9 '

Do not
know Unfavorable

6.0
22.6

-12.4

31.5

13.7
18.5

29.0

41.0

Schools which are aware of the need for the support of all their
staff um various mearm to further better understanding. Facuhy
meetings may be devoted to the core program. Gore teachers and
students may explain its objectives and give deion:tratione of ac-
tivities and methods of tegehing. One school reported that noncore
teachers are invitiu o obs'erve core cks..-=- in action.

s. Op, cit.
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PROBLEMS AND PRACTICES 91

Observation of good core classes, preceded or followed bv a con-
, ference with the core teacher, can be both enlightening to the ob-server and rewarding to the schooL Core classes are accustomed tovisitors. They and their teacher are usually courteous and helpfulto one.who wants to understand their purposes and their accomplish-ment. This is important for noncore teachers who may have hadno opportunity to learn about the core curriculum, but who have de-veloped ideas from Nearsay end outside-the-door observation. Tomany of these a core class represents confusion. They have seenthat pupils are not sitting in rows raising their hands to recite; theteacher is not dominating thp class.; in fact, it may take a secorid lookto spot him at all; pupils are talking in groups, sometimes noisily;or the whole class may be excitedly laying plans for some activity,something that they will all enjoy. Enthusiasm runs high; there maybe a round of applause; something said may bring on hearty laugh-ter. The non-core teaches who does not understand the value of thedemocratic process of the core program and who does not have anopportunity to observe classes in operation for a whole period or.forseveral periods, may be appalled by this "confusion." "How canlearning take place in such an atmosphere?" may be his summing upof the situation.

Staff support %implies principal support as well as that of faculty.If the principal himself is not sold on the possibilities of the corecurriculum, the program is most certainly doomed to extinction drat best to mediocritycore organization without core content orurthod.

Pupil Understanding

Pupils as "ambassadors of tile school to the home" are important"in promoting the understanding and gaining the support of parents.
TOO often pupils are not well-groundedo in the purposes of core. Con-sequently when they are asked at home about the program their areat best vague and evasive, at worst hostile to procedures fol-lowed. This point is borne out by a study of reactions of selectedcitizen groups in Los Angeles to certain curriculum elements." Merk?ley reported that many of the school's graduates were dissatisfiedwith the curriculum outcomes because they .did not underetaiid thephilosophy upon which the program was based.

In a study of 107 core students', grades 7-12 at Ohio State University
as Markley, Job* L. Readies. of Wooed okasen peeps to certain soorioulaso elements. Dealer's diode,1944. Los Angelo., University of Soothers Ca11fsrLa 464 p.
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School, Hendrickson" found that most of the pupils understood
well one or several of the purposes of the core program but had
difficulty in expressing them. Very few students said they remem-
bered any kind of orientation to the purposes of the core program.
Difficulty in intellectualizing experiences wu also encountered in the
students' attempts to compare teaching methods in the core pro-
grams with those in the "special interest areas." Unless.pupils are
able to intellectualize theii experiences they will not be able to
transmit from the school back to the home the underlying purposes
of core methods and processes.

In general, however, Hendrickson found that students' attitudes
were favorable to core and its processes, 78 percent of the pupils
expressing preference for core over a subject-centered curriculum.
When the core pupils studied were asked their opinions of their par-
cuts', attitudes toward the program, 68 percent of the parents were
mentioned as hating favorable reactions; 7 percent were indiffer-ent; 14 percent had questions or doubts or divided opinions; and 6
percent were said to feel outrightly negative about it. The amount of
positive parental reaction toward the core showed a slight rise
through the grade distribution from 7 to 12. The author points outthat, "In an evaluation of what these particularly positive figures
mean, it must be taken into consideration that student opinion ofthe core program is highly favorable, and that through the close
connection of parents and children their mutual influence upon each
others' attitudes is natural."

-4111P-
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Haadrialuos, Carole EVIL The lathed*s studapta toward the ears program at the Olio &aftUniversity Scheel. Master's thesis, MI. Colisabes, Okie State University.
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Evaluation of growth of pupils in objeciives set by core is doneinformally by the pupils a; a part of a core unit. Usually evaluationtakes the form of discussion by pupils and teachers of each of thegoals or objectiNw which the class had drawn up at the beginningof the unit or at th4 beginning of the term to guide its progress.Sometimes' it may be a written assignment by the teacher. Occation-ally it is a cher Uist or rating scale prepared by the teacher for u_4eby pupils.
Evaluatiou may be both individual and group. "How well did thegroup carry out the activity which was' its mponsibility?" leads tothinking about the situation. "How well did I cooperate with othersin my group?" calls for individual introspection.In many chases pupils have learned to offer each other construc-tive suggestions for improvement and in turn tito. those sug-gestions from their peem, severe though they may be, in the spiritin which they are given. An ideal core clog is not tolerant of slack-ers in the group. Each pupil is expected to contribute the best ofwhich he is capable to the group effort. No one is snubbed; thereare no

One master teacher who was not convinced that core is a tamales,4was enthusiastic when she sajd, "It does wonders tobring out individuals!" She ,141d of the boy who, bm4,auge of a dis-agreeable noise in his throat when he poke, would not participateat all in the first months in core,' but who "stow (toward the end ofthe year) 6 an active participant in all clap dismission." In thisclass the practice had developed of having an oral evaluation fol-lowed by self-rating on the following items:
1. Individmal work: preparation, presentation, control of grit*, and leadingdiscussion.

2. Group work: participation in core activities, social events, and clans disscumion.

3. Personal d.nractz-rist.e leadership, responsibility, attitude, initiative.
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11.

By the Teacher

Of Individual growth

In his evaluation 6f individual pupil growth, the core teachergathers information from many sources. Achievement test resultsare, 6f course, one source. Since the objectives -of core are so muchbroader than the. accNisition of funamental 4i1ls and prescribed
subject-matter content, many other criteria must be taken into con-
sideration. Wayne 'High School lists 19 devices -which its teachersuse to evaluate individual growth. Among these are: informal ob-servation of general attitudes and Pireactions, as well As f attitudes inspecific situations, participation in discussions, 4dy habits, socialadaptation; teacher, self, anti peer evaluation registering opinions onthe basis of leadership .qualities, degree of participatien, changAdbehayior, personal. growth, etc.; sotiograms; standardised tests of
personality, intelligence, reading, aptitudes; personal interviews andconferences with pupil; anecdote.) records; parent conference/ and(parent evaluation; interest check lists; cumulative records."

%group progress

A checklist for use by core teachers may be an in-eervice educationdevice, or it may te an evaluative instrument for surveying groupprogress, or both. A list developed by core teachers of FurnessJunior High, School in Philadelphia includes a series of items un-der each of the following major headings: teaching ideals, attitudes,apprecistions essential to democratic life; meeting the meals ofearly adolescents; teaching the social skills; teaching the comftmnica-tion skills; utilizing all resources and miethods; utilizing the socialstudies and the sciences; utilizing the arts. The list deals only withdesirable'attitudes, ideals, appreciations, and skills, riot with specificfactual information which will vary with 'different units."
A checklist wed by the teacher is a learning experience for theteacher. Appraisal of group progress by the class is an educativeexperience for the class. It brings into focus the criteria, objet-tives,'or goals which they had set for themielves, and gives them anopportunity to intellectualize and to become articuliqe about thepurposes of core. It likewise furnishes the teacher valuable evalua-tive information.
The teacher's own general observation of class improvement isan important informal technique. Especially if the teacher keeps
I._. I. Foams* sad 'Widow Op. at.. p. 175. See asps' es lividellgiOS he farther isierssatieses walsatiss ihavitIsal sad grow pewees.A Chink UM fire Cairo ireashen. A. Evalestior taetresseadr. Pkaikeptphiskille Pa, renames hooks'Righ Seirsei. INC 11 p.
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4

records of progress will he be able to note improvements in effective-ness olplanning, in'iudgment used in handling social situations, inattitudes of accrrtance of each of its members, and in use of demo-.cratic procedures.

e

Of elects upon the total school

lf the core curriculum is successful in achieving its goals, itsimpact will be felt throughout the entire school. There may be astrengthening of the extracurricular, program, better school morale,and a greater degree of cooperation in 'all school programs. Notice-abk improvement in the holding power of the school and inaverage daily attendance, a lessening of teacher turnover, and adecrease in disciplinary problems may result from the introduction ofthe core curriculum.

Barrast Junior High School in Philadelphia reports that before theintroduction of the new program in 1942, an average attendance of85 perceiit represented a high month. There 'was a high teacher-turnover. Discipline was a problem; there were often as many as 70cave a day referred to the printiptirs office. Under the old regime,the emphasis was on the acquisition of facts; failures were common.A. possibilities for improvihg the situation were being considered,the thought uppermost in the minds of the leaders was that untilpeople kriow children they will have.much trouble teaching. A suit-gestion that teachers stay with childrenlor longer periods niet withlittle favorable reaction from 'teachers who were dukious abouttheir ability to teach subjects other than- their specia)ty. Tha prin-cipal assured them they would receive help. As a consequence, eighttetchen volunteered to try the program. The nuinber was supple-mented with nipe teachers from elenlentary schools whpm the sup4r-intendent hal sent in i.esponse to the principal's' plea for teachers"not a math, or of science, or of English, but teachers who knowsomething abov. children."
These 17 teaaers began working primarily with groups of.overagepupils. Enough of such had been found to make U sections. Thepupils were placed in eighth- .and ninth-grade sections even thoughmost bf themh were below academic standards for those grades.Teachers were told that the important thing was to get to know theseboys and girls and to start with them where they were. Each teacherwas given a group of' pupils for hulr consecutive periods: Teachersmight teach separate subjects or units duriig this time, ip theypreferred.
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4

The program at Barratt is, in general, core-type rather thai core,but the principal feels that it has accomplished much for the school.Ninety-four percent attendance is usual; attendance never falls lowerthan 91 percent in .any month. Teacher turnover has been reducedto one or two teacher's a term. Disciplinary referrals are few.

Controlled Experiments

Controlled experiments to determine the effectiveness of corewere conducted at Midwood High School in New York City" and atOak Ridge, Tenn., High Schoo1.59 The objectives formulated for thecore curriculum, which became the basis of eyaluation, were sub-stantially thq same in the two schools: As stated in the Midwood'ex-périment, they are:

1. To develop effective work litibits and skills.
2. To develop effective methods of thinking.
3. To assist the pupil in personal and social adjustment.
4. To develop social attitudes and a sense of social responsibility.
5. To widen interests, expression, and appreciations.

. 6. To acquire fundamental knowledges and understandings.

At Midwood, 94 matched pairs'of pupils were tested at the begin-ning ,and at the end of the school year with the following tests:
Cooperative English Test Cl, Reading Comprehension.
Cooperative Test of Social Studies Abilities.
Cooperative Mathematics Test for Grades 7, 8, 9.
Wrightstone Scale of Civic Beliefs.

At Oak Ridge, 28 matched pairs of pupils were given the followingtests in December 1949 and again during the latter part of May 1950.
A limitation of the stody, it is pointed out, is that the experimentallector was permitted to operate less' than 5 months.

Cooperative English Test AMechanics of Expression.
Cooperative English Test 112Effectiveneu of Expression.
Wrightstone Stale of Civic Beliefs. .
Wrenn Study Habit, Inventory.
Hasten Personal Adjustment Inventory.

Both experiments repoiled greater gains for the experimental thanfor the control groups. The Midwood findings indicate that "stu-
lirrigbtstes., J. Ways*, and Ferias* Coors.. Evaluation a Repartee** Curriculum MidwoodHigh Basal. High Points, 30: 113-42, DaalmlistCapaiart. Berth Hodges, dyed Beta., Neralai.. Objestivo avalestras d a CarePropels. School Review. 60: $4.49, Fatality 1933.
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dents in the experience curriculum have shown commendable gainsin academic skills, powers of' thinking, and civic attitudes. Studies ofstudent interests, appreciations, personal and social adjustment . . .revealed similar commendable gains by the experielice currkuium."The -Oak Ridge experimenters reported that "while the mean gaindifferences .in favor of the experimental group are not statistically
significant, they are conspicuous by 'their consistency." They ton-elude that the probability of finding large changes or significant dif-ference is not too great because of 'the many uncontrollable factors,and because the tests available are at best only approximations ofthe kind of measurementp needed to appraise progress toward theobjectives as set up. They recommend:

Testing groups over a period from the entrance into the ninth grade throughthe eleventh year, utilizing one group that will have three years of a coreprogram and one group that follows a straight curriculum patterr.
Locating and testing in similar fashion two such groups in two differentschools.
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of the core curriculum. Unless the principal is enthusiastic aboutthe possibilities of the core approach, and gives active support to its
development, the school's program will be modified but little. Evena master teacher can have small influence outside his own classrooniif the principal is merely permissive in his attitude. Principals whohave worked in schools which have had a flourishing core curricu-lum, are almost without exception convinced of its worth. They de-sire it for the school they serve, and if the approach is accepted bythe staff, they give it their enthusiastic support.

5. If the chief oliiitacle to the further development of the corecurriculum is the lack of qualified teachers, 'as high-school principalshave pointed out, then the greatest eventual hope for the core radewith teacher-education institutions. Only a few such institutions sofar have accepted responsibility for the preparation of teachers ofcore to the extent sf actually designing special programs, but thereis what seems to g the beginning of a trena.

6. Advancement of the core curriculum in the years immediately
ahead depends upon the reorientafion of teachers now in service.Most of these teachers were trained as subject specialists. To manyof them, therefore, the techniques Of cooperative planning, of coun-seling youngsters, and of practicing democracy in the classroom are
new and untried. The typical high-school principal initiating a core
program provides a program of in-service education. Most of the
principals reporting in this study provide for discussion or work.
shop groups meeting at regular intervals throughout the school year.

7. Provision of a conference period during the school day for core-teacher planning is a characteristic feature of the most successful ofthe Types C and D core programs. Principals so schedule their
classes that all core teachers in a grade have the same period free
for wkrking and planning together. Such a period is an excellent in-
service device, continuing year after year, provided the principal
lends his support through frequent participation, or if other leader-ship is pres'ent to promote growth.

8. By providing opportunities for teachers to work together in in-
service education programs and in conference-time planning, the core
curriculum is a potential force in promoting better staff relationships.

9. Because the core program increases Oublic interest in theschool, it can help to promote better school-community relation-
ships. Retrentiiments in some localities due to lack of understand.
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100 CORE CURRICUUUM DEVELOPMENT

ing of and sympathy with core on the part of some members of theirstaffs and the public are causing administrators increasingly to in-volve the public as well as all of the staff in diticussions and study
d of the type of curriculum the schools should offer. Whether theresult is the core curriculum or some other type of program, the clos-er working together of school people and the public they serveshould help to improve ichool-cowmunity relationships.

10. Programs of evaluation of the core curriculum are needed toprovide evidence that the claimed outcomes are realized. Many ofthese outcomes concern intangibles difficult to evaluate. When edu-cators can point to improved social attitudes, better civic behavior,equal or improved competence in basic skills, plus information orknowledge of the type needed by everyone, a wide acceptance of thecore curriculum will be assured.
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.1 Appendix

vir
INQUIRY ON THE OPERATION OF CORE PROGRAMS IN
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

1. Circle grades which use the core program in your school: 7 8 9 10 11 12
2. Cheek the statement which most nearly describes the core program in your logschool. If more than one type exists in your school, check each. Use a doublecheck for the one which represents most common practice.

a. Each subject retains its identity in the core, .that i, subjeets combinedin the core are correlated but not fufned. For example, the teaching ofAmerican literature may be correlated with the teaching of Americanhistory. The group may be taught both subjects by ons teacher or eachsubject by the appropriate subject teacher.

b. Subject live are broken down. Subjects included in the core are fusedinto a unified whole around a central theme, e.g. "Our AmericanHeritage" may be the central theme for a core unifying American historyand literature, and possibly art and music.

. C. Subjects are brought in only as needed. The core consists of a numberof broad preplanned problems usually related to a central theme.Problems are based on predetermined areas of pupil needs, both imme-'late felt needs and needs as society sees them. For example, underthe theme, Personal-Social Relations, there may be such problems asschool citizenship, understanding myself, getting along with others,how to work effectively in group situations. Members of the class mayor may not have a choice from among several problems; they will,however, choose activities within the problems.

a. Subjects are brought in only as needed as in "c" above. There are nopredetermined problem .areas to be studied. Pupils and teacher arefree to select problems upon which they wish to work.

3. Do you plan to change from the type of core you are now using to another type?(If you use more than one type, base your answer on the one you have double-checked shove.) Yes.... No.... 11 "Yes," to which type will you change?(check) : a.... b.... c.... d....
4. If the core is used only in the lower grades of your school do you have plansto extend its use to the highei grades within the next year or two? Yes... No....Remarks: 6
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102 CORE CURRICULUM DEVELOPME

subjects does the core replace?

6. Please give for each grade
enrolled in core classes.

7th
8th

eh has a core program the percentage of pupih

.L..=. *** S llth
12t1...

7. To what extent is ability grouping used in assigning put)
Not at all One of several inirorrnn
Slightly The principal factor

to core ci-
inctura e * IP

S S

periods?8. Does a core class normally meet for consecutive I
If not, do you think such an arrangement would make your wor

Yes..... Probably No , .

No. 0

more effective?

9. How many minutes, in the clear, are in a (*lase period? How many class
poriods are in a school day? ...... How many periods a wee_ does a core teacher
spend with one core oup? (Give variations by grades if any) ........

10. On the average, how many minutes per week of school wile are core teachers
allowed for planning? Other teachers ..... . .

11. Is there an in-tiervice training program for core teacher*? Yes...... No. e,
H so, is it (a) one-tiny institute (b) a summer workshop o E--ev

#

ral
days (c) discussion or workshop group mting- 01 regular interva.ts
throughout the school c-r (d) other (describe)
.............. ********* Al* *********** g e 4 p 00 *****

Check each of cllowing which is a characteristic feature of your core classes:
homeroom , student governme-ut planning. . . , , smuoi activities.

13. Do you find the supply of well-prepared core teachers at.equate to the Vurilier
development in your school of an enriched core program? Yes. A ... No

14. What teacher-education institutions from which you draw teachers have programs
especially designed for training core teachers?

15. Does the method of marking usets by the school require that separate marks be
recorded for each cri the subjects unified in the core? 'ea No

16. If you are devekping procedures for evaluating t-le work of core classes or if
Mire &awes,you have any results bearing on the effectiveness of instruction sn

will you please send us any available material.

17. What are your chief problems in operating a core program or in furthering as
continuous enrichment? (Please list)

****** or e
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