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. INTRODUCTION, "

The high sebool isethe pupil's college. Upon itz character, its
~pirit. and its work depend net only the knowledge and.skill, but
vlso the ideals ofl mental attitude of @ very large majority of the
men and women who will rise to positions of infiucnce in industuial,
~ocial, and civie e, The preparation and later siteeess of those who
enter schools of higher learning adso (lvfwml in large measure on the
high sehibok, but the character of the high sehools, including both
spivit and work. is determined very fargely by their principals. The
prin('ipnlshiﬁu(}-lh(- high schoal may well be conceded to be the most,
ipovtant and diflicult position in the entire sehool systen, requiring
of those who fill it \n-fl the Tighest type of native ability, brond and
comprehensive education. nuch professional knowledge. nnd great
<kill in tenching, in organization, in management. and in leadership.
Only men and women of such qualifications should be employed n
this position. To employ as principals of these schools, organized
for bovs and girks diring the-golden period of vouth, G the years of
carly aud middle adoleseenee. any other than men and women of
the beat ability is to.cowrt failme where failure spells disuster.more-
clearly thaiy anywhere else in the xchool system. *

"1t ia, therefore. interesting to know just what are the wages paid
principals jn the high scheols of the United States, to what extent
these wages have beery inereased in the Inst five or six vears, which
“have been marked by laige snereases in wages pud in most ocenpa-
tions ael in the cost of hwing,

Thix bulletin, the vesult of a vecent specinl inquiry and study
made by the Bureau of Edueation, gives this information for The
country as a whole and for each of the several States.

1t is interesting to note that the ayerage annual salary for high-
school principals for the school year. 1919-20 was ounly 81,50 4.42 —
a Hittle more thian the.average annual wages of -good stenogimphers,
about as much as Pullman porters reeciveein wages and tips (the
fiures are hased on personal investigation)t and nbout $300 less

_than the annyal wages padd vural muil earriers,

L is al2o interesting to note that within the five years from 1914-15
ty 1019- 20, during which the cost of living increased about 108 per
- ecint, and wages paid in most occupations incrensed as wweh, the
. awverage pay-of highiichool principals ouly inereased 18.8 per cent,
" Méasured by ‘purchasing power, the wages of high-school principals

i 1919220 was only AT.per cent of what it was five vears before.
Ct At.the wages paid, ean we reasonably expeet to attract and hold
" in the principalships of the high schools such men and,women as

.

are necessary, for the best resultst - © 2!
L . : ‘ P, P. Craxrox,

. > ) ) S *_« . -Commisgioner, <!
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SALARTES ,(H’.I’Rl..\'(fll’.-\LS OF HIGH SCHOOLS,

Cortain fuets of interest refating to salaries of principals of high
schools age now availuble as the result of astudy just completed by
the Bureau of Education,

The study is based on vetirns funm 10,440 high =chools Joeated in
the 48 States and the District of (ulummn Aeccording o reports
from the State d¢ partments of public instruction, there were 16,258
public high schools in 117 18 the lutest vear fgr whicl full reports
bave been received. Tt appens. therefore. that The following figures
o saluries cover approximately 60 per cent of this high <chools of
the country, :
METHOD OF INVESTIGATION.

Fach ])nlulﬁul was requested g n‘pml the amount of salary
reccived for the school year 1919- 20, ulso the salary paid to the ocey-
pant of the same position in 1914-15. Of the 10,440 principals
repurting for1919--20, only 7,981 reported thesalaries paid in 1914-15,
Average annual saliies woere compitéd for each State by dividing

the total amount of saluries reccived by the number of pnn(ipuh

reporting, and for groups of States by dividing the aggregate amonnt,

of salaries by the aggregate number of |)nnv|pu|<
Next. u distribution of salaries was seeured for cach Stage, arranged
in groups of $100 under $1,000 and in graatps of £230 above that sum.
The actual average was computed for cach. group of saluries.
Table 1 shows the (]l\llll)utl()l) of sulaties paid in California and Ken-
tucky. the two States reporting  the highest and lowest n\'mwo
.umunl salaries, respectively,
From this table it will be obsevrved that in 1914--13, in ( llllf(lllllll
155 of the salaries reported, or aimost three-fourths of th(‘ total, were
ineluded between 31,500 and $2,499; whilo in 1919-20 nearly the
same proportion, or 160 salaries, was included between $2,000 and

S, In 1914- 15, in Kentueky, 133 of the-salaries reported, or'

76.4 per cont, were ineluded between $600. and $1,249; while in
1919-20, 170 sulmw.s or 75.5 per cenl, were iveluded th\\ cen 8900

~and $1,999.

The average annaal salary reported in California increased in ﬁvo‘

vears from $2,137.51 to' $2,620. 09, or 22.6 per cent; in I\crxgucky

tho.i dncrease was from $948.03 to-#1, 159. 71 or "o 5 por cont.
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RANKING OF THI STATES,

“In Table 2 is prasented o

summary showing the ranking of the 48
- States according

to average annual salavies paid to ligrhi-schogl
cipals.. In-column 1 oof the table the number of ligh' sl
1917-18 1s given for comparison with the
ing sularies for 101920,

number of principals p

The average annusl salary reported by the State
Clist is more than two and one-fifth times th
at the bottom. The average annuyl
i the highest sqnatter is 602 per cent greater than the average
saldry reported by the 12 States in the Towest quarter.  The median
average annual salary falls in the gronp STOST 20,
In only seven ptates, reporting 684 sehooly
total, was the averaee snndl aalary,
1919-20 m-exeess of {1 000,

at the top of {he
at reported by the State
salary reported by the 12 States

or 6.5 per cent of the
of the principal reported for
(3
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Tawie 2 ,\ummmq of kigh-school prineipals reporting, and ‘acerage (m/um[ sularies

SJor 1419 20, by \tutu ’ i
= i e oy
¢ : T"l»;'l in lms?n.m. s |
number .
1.l " ' olhich \'ln:f:;- e Mv-‘i le\k
Nlates, ; o ¥ Avoraen | O
Ed '::"” of nr.lnm« l\“‘,.'“':?‘]‘l" ; State
: Prals i
& . 1917- 18, reporting. sukiry., ‘
Cnited States. L ¢ s o Sibam v ety o GNGENE WG
First quarter. .. . 3 : 2472 1,006
Californii. . ... 3 S\ g
Rhode Island . s § 43 1
Massachnsetts . 2 2
Nevoda, oo 3l i
. ATRBOW . el 19 i
Connecticut R .. o) i
New Jersey ..o L e 1 152 118
New York. ... L. . s 6 610
3
Meantany .. LI L TR o JRRE lyref 141
Lonisina o0 : st eme S TR e s s
Wisconsin. . o of TR I B sl le” o RNCE v S AN
New Hampshire L0000 m
Secomd quarter. .. i 2,910 2.1
Colormdo. .o 00 .. 12 H2
N ermont . - " {8
Wineis. . T o] 758 1)
West Vitwinia. . ... : iy 1N
N i
New Mevien, . s . = sdaticy va 495 30
Washington . ! .. ar2 5
Marviand . . Sy Sogr(Ta T 1M ]
Florida.... . R At 152 9
Dedasvare .. . Ty KEI 22
Wyvoming, .. N R, KT 5
Utah ... N e —— . 7 R
Pvnnu |\‘m|| _______ aih a3
Third qnarter” ?:13(3 4,03 |
Waho. ... TS Se LT S, Freion 1 | 100 |
\uulllﬁ).\kull P o P n R S Ll Fmx il w1 S g Sl 201 143
Minnesola. oo e K 169 0
MISSESSIPPI ..o e 81 R
N ]
Oregon. . IS TS VAt 0 o 3 FERB 8 S S5 A P i o R o » 219§ 161
v North |’lku1 T I i s e E AP = N3 el
Maine...o.. .. e e T s Tae m e e . o i 15
1Y T et S o i B it 205
VRIS, & i it s 0 32 bomil v R Ras e R o ohae o] PEA (K]
Okhihoma. ... ... PR G 0 ST e B T o R o AN YT 84 i
o) b0 Tom ot CL et O S ST —_— N21 9
L i e et I 1,020 . W7
Pourth l;u.nm r..... B e SR e arnce R T o R 3| s,‘m l,.’M -0
» . foad i e e O e et
Sonth ¢ .amlun e i o i S ey ——— . PIAY 104 .5!7.04 { av
NVirginiv, . Lo R PON s PR PR 432 ¢ 250 1,01. 83 L L
Georgia. ... ..., . e R it . Ao ! 212 1,285, 55 )
; Tt ml;‘h‘(‘ ............ s g £ TR PR T LU 176 1,374, 90 40
| ]
Tv\')s o e SR el o ek PP S e T T TR L RO s S « 840 425 I,-m M 41
Mickigan. . ... e SOE (U 65 L 1,032 42
\nrlh(‘vmhnl ; 169 w0362 43
.\ollhdul ...... ,\r\\ ol 9t 426 1,2?.:.:.’6 44
. kmm F T BT R 1. Sy B U S B0 4] 1L, 2L387 © . 456
\\.\lmomi..... T st ot rs Ttk et v el S e ) e S W el oo 7] il " M 1,184.390 | 0 46
~ Alabama. L ST LI  SORCPER Abnis 35 B B 145 | 1,190.09 47
' ‘_ Kentyeky. . e 5n.oon .. T N A £5 225 ! l 180, 71 48
. Fom e s Bl b= o A - S e b e __1- LR betes ] R tmpe. st & g,
’ ’ v o - .
*'lhv nediat average aunual salary lalls in llw promf‘tl 387.20. " ‘
. €
Note.—The Dlstmt of Colmmbia is ontitied frot‘ﬁ\ls tabulauon 'ﬂw ) ATC BOVEN.
high schools in the District; the salar) of the pmwnpal 882, 710i insix cases, and 13, 000
in one; average, $2,777,14. : DL f“ e
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Table presents g summary of the salavies reported, by divisions n!’
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Talr b Nuaber af bigh-sehool principale repbocted as receiving speeified saluyive,
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