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CURRENT EDUCATIONAL TOPICS.

I. ILLITERACY IN THE.UNITED STATES AND-lN EUROPE.

Iiliteracy is a measure of the extent of elementary education in a

nation, direct and universal in its application, For this reason
special emphasis is placed upon this item in the census of the United
States, which has become a model .in respect to,its presentation as
well as in the discussion of its age and race benrings, the latter being
oye of fundamental lmpoltnnce

The following summarieg present the main results of the inquiry
“#s set forth in the United %tates census of 1900 and in the returns
for the census of 1910

.

Population and flliteracy,

: .
. Population 10 years of age and
| over.
* ° : i Percent |- - - -__-—f—— —‘—‘—"'___“'
. Population | ¢ "l’u“:'_ Unable to read and
i . write.
' ' : ton. Total. _
> i i Number, | Per ceat.
e : L |
Natiye Whites,.......oooooiinnnnnnennnnnnn. - 50,008,379 |  74.5 | 41,296,662 : 1,013,611 Y
lem-bom whiled . i 13.4 | 10,014,256 1,287,185 129
Colored..-.rveenne.n s e biss,sm 121 6,606,906 | 2,979,328 “h
Total.l...... ....... : "8, ' 100.0 | 57,049,824 | 6,180,000 10.7
0 i
76.¢ | 50,969,303 | 1,535,880 3.0.
14.5 uﬁo«ﬁm! 1:5&519 128
11| 7,646,712} 9,331,660 0.6
100.0 | 71,680,270 © 5,517,608 | °* 7.7

\ : g subject to revision.

0 ’ : OOMPAMTIVE VIRW.

. The prelimxnary announcements of the returns under this head for "A
- the Thirteenth Census heve already excited discussion and’inquiry. ..
he United States, as indicated by this’.: %

enforced by reference; to the, enars
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mous expenditure of money and cnergy upon the work of public
edueation. . _
The slgmﬁance of illiteracy as a measure ‘of popular enlighten-
., . ment depends upon many conditions. Chief among these are the
" extent, racial character, and density of the population, since these
conditions determine in great measure the success or failure of the
. endeavor to bring all the children of a nation under instruction. It
2 follows, also, that the comparlson of great nations with smalls na-
tions, in thls respect, carries little weight. For example, conditions
in Denmark with its compact population of two and a half million,
in which illiteracy has been practically eliminated, may properly be
compared with individual States of the Union, but signify little
when the entire Republic, with its vast extent and. population, is
congidered. For such .comprehensive- vww the United States must
be brought into relation with other nafions- great by reason of their
™ populations and world influence. The significance of thé compari-
“son depends further uporr the provision for publi¢c education. From
this standpoint nations may be considered in two groups;sthe first
group comprising nations having well-organized systems of public
instruction} the second group, nationd in which public instruction
- is not yet .organized or has not yet passed the theoretic stage. Ob-
viously the standard for the United States must be looked for in
the first group.
- The.census of the United States, as n.]resdy indicated, shows every
] ",\\,10 years the status 'of the country with respect to illiteracy, consid-
. ering the popalation by age perlods and the discussion of its bear-
mg upon the school provision is Based upon the degree of 1111terscy
in the population above 10 years of age. This exact basis is not '
attainsble, as a rule for other countries. -In some instances the ratio
.o of illiterac*y is drawn from official marriage registers or.from the
. recprd of army recruits, or from both these sources; in ‘still other
% . cases it is determined for age pemods, not by exact count, but by
- statistical methods.
“ Within the limits defined, the United States helongq to the group -
of nationie’ compmSed in the followmg tables:

. s"

. ,'-‘{.--} - Density of population. ~ )
. » A

b
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nations here considered as regards illiteracy is as follows:

]

Iliteracy in certaén countries. -
— = i ————
¢ | Per cent | s
Country. 7 1 Year. .ofﬂg:er-| Basis of estimate.

' ) o . i . ! . o
France...e.............. S SRR " 1906 11.4 | Population above 10 yers of age.
QGerman Empire... ..., S . 1908 034 Army recruits

reat Britsin. ... .. s B00a0agaaoopaac0aBasaas 1904 1.5 i Marriage registe va
nited Btates..... ............ oo oo cacan sess 1810 7.7 i Populntlon lbove 1oyemouge.

With reference to France it should be noted that the population
above 10 years of age in 1908 included a large proportion of people
who had never had the benefit of the compulsory school laws, since

p - recruits in France, all of whom had been subject to the compulgory
laws, showed only 3.5 per cent of illiterates.
~ The nations of the second group present the extremes of culture

degrees of illiteracy. The following table shaws their status in the
latter respect, according to the latest census or oﬁicml edtimates, popu-
lation abovg 10 years of age alone considered :

. . . : | Per cent ol|
/ ) Nation. : Year. ' liiterates. |

1 Including Croatia anJ.Siavonia.

the*SBouthern States of the Union, m which the greater part of the
colored population is massed. In 1900, 23 per cent of the popula-
tion above 10 years of age in those States were, illitexate; for the white
population, alone, the ratio was only 11 per cent. The progress of
" the colored people in respect to education, as indicated by the prelimi-

{#fatio on the total population of the ‘South ‘was greatly reduced during
.the decade 1900-1910. Undoubtedly there has also been a. decrease

and especially in Hungary and Ttaly. ‘Throughout this group, how-
. ever,.the progress of pgpular educitlon i hindered by obstacles
* grester than are encountered in any part of the United States,
. There mhun in Europe sevpral amall hatighs in which illiteragy
red w@ to .-.'mmﬂbr mq!_icslls giyninzted. 'l‘her
i »VZ e

i

Accordmg to thedatest oﬁicml mformatlon the status of the four .

these were not enacted until 1882. In 1904 the records of srmy '

and distinction in the realms of science and literature, with high

The lowest ratio for the group, i.¢.,26.2 per ccnt‘ exceeds that for

nary summary from the returns for 1910, makes- it certain that thre - . '

of illiteracy i in the European, nations of the group Yere considered, . 5

A
.
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may justly be compared in this respect with individual Sfates of the
Union having approxlmately the same population. ch compari- .
sons, however, are. merely suggestive, as they are ngessarily made

from different standpoints. For the European najfons, in each case,

the basis is the record of army recruits; for thg/selected States, the 1
basis is the population above 10 years of ag#f Within these limits
the comparison between the smaller kingdbms referred to and tfie
States nearest them in population, censu$bf 1800, stands as follows:

2 —= e - == e > =

1

Per cent of tHiter-

- rArm¥ re- ! ates In popula-
i eruits— ! #ioa above 10,
Nations. , - per cont States.. — e
of liliter- N
ates. ative
! Totah  Fnites.
O P S — '
Den e e W L Rl 0.2 | Indtana.......... ' 4.6 3.6
T'ht )hlherlnnda .=E- e ot 1.4 | New York. .. ... | 55 1.2
weden_............ . .. NI - .3 | Nlinois. . 4.2 2.1
Bwiucrlmd ,,,, - Ee 5 | Massachusetts. . 5.8 8
— e —_— - -~ —_— —— o —— J.} m

.In the case of the f3reign nations in the foregoing table, only the
adult male popuiation is represented, which possibly gives a some-
‘what more favorable showing than would be the case if the entire
population was included, since the military system itself furnishes
a motive for the elementary instruction of men Which does not affect
women. It should be noted however, that in three of the foreign
kingdoms elementary educatlon has long been compulsory, and the

{ compulngm is rigidly enforced, so that no one escapes the obligation
of learning to read an ite. In the Netherlands a compulsory law
was not passed until 19 , but the importance attached to education
has hitherto furnished parents a sufficient motive for securing the
instruction of all their children; for instahce, there is abundant pro-

, vision of industrial and technical schools, including schools of house:
hold industry for girls, but only chlldren who have phssedyexamina-

.", tion in the elementary subjects are admitted to this-order of training. . “..
i ‘Hence it may be seid that the favorable view of these natlons with ,
' - regpect to illiteracy derived from the record of army  Yeornitg is con- /7

firmed from thany other sources, Tire condition of illiteracy in the
four States selected for this comparlson is presented from the same
standpoints as in the previous ¢omparisons. The lower proportion
of illiterates in the native white population, as compared with the
total populatlon, emphasizes nﬁg the fact that illiteracy in the-
*, »«.~United States is .a burden imposed by the presence of large propor-
~#  Tipns of foreign born and,of colored people. The decline in illiteracy -
ﬂ‘o{rthese two classes, ap shown by the comparison of thre cengys of 1900
hat vf 1010, is proof of the steady progréss of the Nation 1}
the plane 'ot:the higheet as regards popmwmfen;gence. , e |
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¥ mother. This was repeated on ?ollowlng visits. Soon canning clubs and 8chool .6

- - §ine i:lgbls:were orga
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II. INDUSTRIAL SUPERVISORS IN‘GEORGIA. |
« -

2,0

The. financial Umitations to which county superintendenté are
usually subjected and the extensive t'erritory which they must often
coyef render the work of rural supervision exceedingly dificult in
many portions of the country. One of the most promigsing efforts

. to ameliorate the conditions is that of Mr. N. 0. Nelson, of St. Louis,
' Mo. He is providing at his own expense’ for limited periods indus-

trinl supervisors as assistants to the conatty superintendents in a few
0 counties in Georgia snd Louisiana. The purpose, operation, and
results of his efforts in this direction are thus described by Mr.
Nelson: ’ : v

In the summer of 1909 consent was obtalned of the superintendent and gchool
bosrd of Putnam County, Ga., to accept an industrial teacher for the ryral '
elementary schoolg oY the county. The teacher came in Beptember. She was
thoroughly experienced in country-teachlng, familiar with copking, sewing, and
home-keeping; had managed succ;?ﬁ‘ly a small but, first-class farm ;" was
modest, tactful. and industrious; byt owned no diploma. B8he was placed under
the direction of the superintendent, but with the understanding that she ghould
smnnage for herself, he lending such assistance a8 he could. The plan was to
visit the schools in succession, speading some days in each district on the first
round. - At the beglnﬁlng she was taken around and introduced by the superin- o
tendent. She became acguainted with the tencher and .the pupils, talked to the
_ girfs about sewing and cooking; to the boye about;shopwork, & garden, cleaning

up, and improvements to the house and the gronndé. She helped with the teach-" .

ing, talked clubs, library, and wherever possible arranged for somé domestic ,

sclence. She was lavited to_ the howes, took a hand In the kitchen, talkei _

crops and stock to the {armer, and chickens, vegetablez, and flowers to the 8,

-

fmprovement clubs were,organized; meetings were beld; a library fund was
g started ; soclals and suppers were given to raise money and get together; a new.-
schoolbouse was profected; longer school term considered; and more homes - 2]
‘were visited. There was ufually a cordial response;. if not on the first. visit, i
then at the next. It was not long before she was very much in demand, freely
seut for, and entertained. She was not an instructor, but a visitor, adviser, and
leader. v -

The plan-proved acceptable and has needed no changes. The superintendent
and board regarded it an important addition tp the schools. Cooking and sew- -
lng were started in many places, additlonal tax was voted, the: teachers’were
helped. Perhaps the most important was the awakéning of soctal interest and
the ntércourse with the families ot home. For the second year the boys’ and -
nisod to mfke g joint exhibit at the county fair, with'a .
. In:one consolilated school g full ‘shop and kitchen- wére

)

.




o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

8 - CURBENT EDUCATIONAL TOPICS. | .

[

installed, money was ralsed by subscription for additional room,'and an indus-
trial teacher employed. Social gatherings and public meetings became common,

" the schoqlhouse bacame a socigl center. Doing things hecame fashionable,
- For the third year t.he board unanimously took over the teacher and assumed

the salary, which includes the very small expenses.

" Before the egd.of the first year applications had been recelved from other
counties. Three additional teachers; of qualifications about similar to the first,
‘were added. One of these wus placed in Putmun County, one in Oconee, one in
Douglas, and the first"teacher weat to Greene. * The same course was followed.
in the new countles with the same results. The superlntendents were exceed-
iogly helpful, gracious, and approving. For the third year, Qdorgan, Jones and
Hancock Counties were supplied, a number of applications being still on the
walting list The original teacher was made supervisor to visit and he]p the
others. There have been two gatherings of all the teachers and some of the
superintendents to become acquainted and compare notés. No change in the
plan has been suggested.» There are no rufes; no statistical reports Are re-
quired, but there is much correspondence. The teachers are furnished free to

the counties for two yeﬂry, @fter which the county assumes the charge.
. L]
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IIl. NEW PHASES OF EDUCATION IN BU:_«'/FALO', K.Y | ‘

\

1. DOMESTIC EDUCATION IN TMMIGRANT HOMES.

/" From the first report and_other documents of the Buffalo comnitee

of the North American Civic League for Immigrants, it is learned

that the organization has adopted a new way of teaching immigrant -« -

women. how to become good|housewives. The mq%(f)d «consists of

séndmg . domestlc edu ators "directly inte the Homes Bf such families - ,

ag'are wxllmg to receive them. There the domestic educators%how

the housewife how to keep her home clean, how to cook, how to vary

the*diet, how to get the most for her money, how to prevent sickness,

how to sew, how to take care of the children; in fact, all or nearly

all phases of hdme making are taken up and thoroughly, demon-

strated ‘The work started September 1, 1911, in charge of \hs

A. L. Hansen, who ndw has a qtaﬁ of 3 paid workers and 12 vol-

unteer assistants. The terntofy is divided into districts, appor-

tioned among. the pald workers, who supervise the volunteers. Of

the 12 who are giving their services without monetary teward, 6 are

working directly with the families, 4 are teaching classes of domestic -

economy for girls, 2 are waiting for special classes to be formed, and

Dr. Mallory, a woman, is giving special lessons in sex Hygiene in

some of the classes. °
The importance of demestic oducation for ;immigrants is thus

summarized by the Buffalo committee: ' x

Amellorntlon of the home and lving conditlons of immigrant familiés Is at

the center of the problem .of assimilati6n. Better homes mean bewer citizens.

More serlous thau the pfesent ovgrerowding, bad air, poor food, slcknese, and -’

the regt is the underiying hygienft nnd domestic ignorance. Hitberto no ade-
“.quate steps have been taken. to replace this ignorance by lntellitence To be
reached effectively for thls purpose these lmmlgrants must be reached .in their -
homes. ~

Regarding the practlcal results achreved the most recent ; AY aalnble
report -by Mrs. Hansen‘as,ys, in part: - ‘ "

It bas been found that the teaching given to the mother ot o famlly is passed-
along to her neighbors and.relatives, especially tife teaching of foed pzlnclplu. .
.It very frequently happens that a woman's neighbors and relatives are in her™ ~ 3
home when the edueatorarriveu, and they. vé the benefit of the instruction. -
The news seems to fly along some streets that the educator is In a certain hom
. and woken come flocking into. the house to-éee wlat 18 golng on, many of thes™ . .
bringing srments to be fitted or altered.. B :

-

[
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Cerenls nre now used In 50 homes where a month ago they were unknown.
The use of coffee in all the homes the educators are vidtlng 18 onthe decrease,
and cocoa s used in its gtead, while fresh mrilk has been substituted for canned
milk. Stews and nourishing soups have taken the place of bolled OAbbege and
fried pork. Women are baking their own bread and cookles, Instead of buying
8 most lpf_grlor quality at the nearest bakeshop. Some familles who were left
&8 hopeless by several other phllanthropic agencies haye been induced to clean

:' up - their homes under the educators’ instructions. There are numberless
ot children now’ receiving proper byglenic care who before the educators' visits
- . ~ Were strangers to soap and water. Prospectlve mothers hdve beneﬂted greatly

.~ + by the Instruction given; severn! babes born this month hhive found carefully
o prepared clothing awalting them. whereas thelr elder brothers and slsters found
only an old shirt,
Hardly a day passes that the dispenraries are not yisited by mera) md‘ents
. pent in by the educators. -
Lessons in sewing have proved very attraétive to a large number of women,
. The educators have found that after tutting and fitting one garment for a
’ woman, she can generally mahage a second very well alone. The children are
. going 1 with buttons on their dresses, whereas before the garments
were piffned; the stockings are getting attention both as to *ndlng and wash-
ing, whereas previously there was only neglect.
RIS Through cooperation with the Charity Organization Soclety 20 women are
t taught how to buy economically. The Charity Organlzation Soclety committee
‘have given the grocery order, or cash, for the family into the care of the edu-
~ dators. It has'been found that after the ald has been discontinued the women
still buy as instructed. In a number of these families regular Inntructlon b'
the educntor can soon be dlscoutlnued altogether.
" The. class work has proved far-reaching. The educators bave fourd tbat
“the girls carry home .the instructions given in class so that for eveiy gir! in
class a famlly is reached. The classes In sewing are taught hyglenw-and econ-
omy as well as sewing. The tpoking classes have been given inmtewction in
" preparation of cocom, cereals, toast, and corn-meal bread. At each lesson the
food principle of the food under preparation |8 given and the girl shown the

b benefit derived from using these fooda.

o . The classes now number 10 and the total number of puplls 116. As only 3
of these children are In tnmmes visited, 1183 ndditional families Aare thus
5‘ ; affected through ciasses, making a total of 180 families reaclred.

T The famlilies dealt with are usuaily referred by tbe Ohnrlty Organisation

. :ﬁ.
>

Soclety, soclal service departments of hoapitals, settlements, the District Nurs- -
 ing Association, clergymen, and nelghbors. In these families the domestie |
SN educators confine themselves to constructive educationd! work. Where mate-

-«  ral relief is'necessary it is supplied by the Charity Organisation Society.
dn Where sickness or aflments exist the District Nursing Assoclation, thé tuber-

. culom durean of the health depamam. ai and hospitals are called
e upon. anlk:ation is avolded. Oon e watchword.
. . 2. surrALO’s sonoou or orrm:xunr -

ﬂmrding to the Buffalo committee of ‘the North Amencan Cunc
League for Tramigrants, two-thirds of thf"populuuon of Buffalo are

g-dtherﬁmgnbomorotiomignpau\mgy Thoeommmeeulnmn_

o
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a clearly recognized and distinct basis® The committee outlines -
Buffalo's irimigrant problem, in the solution of which its schools of |
citizenship are desigged to render aid, as follows: .

These immigrants In the Buffalo community are.at qnce a liabllity snd an
asset: Most of the immigrants dre poor to the polnt of destitution wiren they -
come here. “They-have been accustomed to agricuitural life. They have known
only undemoeradc government. Their traditions and their whole point of view :

- are forelgn. They are dependent on an allen tongue. ;

, Because of thelr poverty they have to find the cheapest: livin¥ quarters.

Because they bave had only agricultural experience, in the city they are fitted

S only for comiion labor and so they get only minimwn wages. Min{mum wages
mean that they.mugt continue to iive in the poorest quarters, which in turn
means overcrowding and disease. Long, grinding toll, overcrowded homes, and
the lack of wholesome recreation inevitably produce g crop of saloons, and the
saloons lead to drunkenness, moral degeneration, and crime. Ignoranee of
democratic government retards the development of intelligent citizenship. Fo!
eign traditions and viewpoint, and dependence on an silen tongue, result in
segregation in semiisolated colonies. A This segregation aggravates and perpetu-

" ates the other evils. Buffalo’s immigranss are in the eommunlty, but not of it.
For purposes of progressive citizenship they are in large degree a dead welght.
In short, they are a serious civic llability. :

The single fuch, however, that these immigrants provide half of the ‘wm-

unity’s common and semiskilled labor shdws that even under present

ons they are an asset of great value. The city's industries are largely
dependent upon\them. Their present vulup a8 An asset 18 amall in comphrison ¢~

M with their potential value. They are capable of being developed Into mwlg-

gent, alert citizens, who, instead of in mang*eays, holding the community back,

will contribute actively to its advance. For the community as a whole,-im-
provement of the conditions of the city's immigrants means & galn in community
coherency, strength, and effectivencss.

N

w

. -

Independently of the economic problem involved, the civie condi-* .
tion of the immigrant is susceptible of improvement through educa- -
“tion, and this angle of attack, among others, has been adopted by the
Buffalo dommit{ee by the establishment of a specialized schocl, which
e it describee as follows: : A c .
Under present condlt.gns the proportion of immigrants who become natural-
J ' "ised citisens is very small. The proportion otvmqoe.naturm:ed who have-an

adequate understanding of the mcaning and obligations of.cltinenghip is still ©
smaller. ¥ ' o

-+ The New York-New Jersey committes has for some tipe, been °. o

o~

working on s plan for establishing sthools of citizenship to desd with

o

this situation, . , : .
The Buflalo committee proposed to the department of public in-
struction 1ait spring that it try some citizenship classes in the evening
aschools,  The department agreed to be responsible for su i
i# the committee would bear all expenses.except the cost.of heat
light. - The experiment was made on this basis, with the enppeu.tiﬁ
of thé, Young.Men's Christisn ‘Association, which proyided pait of .
. Aha teachers. ‘The' classes were: held itt:May and June: Approxi-,

8

5 ®
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.- .. mately 250 Polish and Italian young men were given instruction in

. naturalization and citizenghip, combined with English.

.~ Though the difficulties involved in the entire newness of the under-

o taking were many,'the experiment was regarded as on the whole so
sudcessful—thanks-chiefly to the fact that Principals John J. Walsh

" and Charles L. Ryan were constantly at the helm—that the depart--
ment decided to make citizenship instruction a permenent and regulir
part of the evening school system. Last fall classes of this sort were

organized in the majority of public evening scheols in immigrant - g
districts. - A

. 4
n O Buftalo 18 the first city in the United States to take the forward step of
: placing citizenship edueation on this cleadly recognized and distinet basis.
Inasmuch as this departure 18 closely connected with the evening school and
2. extenslon wqQrk of the department of public instruction, and as this work as a
S8 . whole 1s such a vital factor in'the Americanization of the city’s immigrant popu-
: lation, the committee has made the following recommendations, with n view to
getting the largest profita from this part of Buffalo's educational mhchinery:
A 1. Perfecting the organizdtion of the instrucfon in citizenship.
. 2. Extending the teaching of English as far as possible and raising it to the
- maximum of efficlency.
S_..'Langthemng the evening school peason to the degree that the attendance
wamnts.
aking use of school bulldlngs every week-day evening by organlzlng two-
ng and three-evening groups of classes and bolding on Saturdny evenlngs
nelzhborhood gatherings on the soclal-center plan. !
5. The appointment of a dlrector of evening, vacation, and other extennion
work, to give all his time to these matters.

Supt. Emerson has expressed his approval of thess suggestions, and
' his intentien of putting them into effect as soon us possible. The .
department’s budget for the epsuing year provxdes for requisite
approprmtlons :

W ST, TR
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IV. JUVENILE LABOR BUREAUS AND VOCATIONAL GUID-
A ANCE IN GREAT BRITAIN. :

k In Great Britain the problem of juvenile labor has reached the
same stage as.ip the United States, hence special interest attaches

at this time to measures adopted by British authorities to conserve

and direct the future working force of the nation. These measures

have been excited by the alarming increas in the number of the -

unemployed. .

; Repeated investigations have proved that the“idle army is con-
stantly recruited from the ranks of the young who are not fitted for

- skilled labor of any kind. As regards the children of the poor and
the shiftless, education and labor present, in fact, two aspects of the
same problem. This relation is now sclearly recognized in -Great
Britain, and legal measures have been taken'to use this relation for
the benefit of juvenile workers.

"By the labor exchange act of 1909, authority was given to the
board of trade to establish and maintain labor exchanges; to assist
exchanges established by public bodies or by private agencies; to
make general regulations for the management of labor exchanges &
established: or assisted by the board; and also to establish and sup-

' port” advisory committees in connection with the management of
labor exchanges. The.education (choice of employment) act for
England which went into effect November 28, 1910, authorized the
local education suthorities “to’ make arrangements, subject to the
approval of the board of education, for giving to boys and girls
under 17 yedrs of age assistance with respect to the choice of Bhitable
employment, by means of the collection and the communication of
information and the furnishing of advice.”

As a result of the two measures the board cf trade was brought into
di contact with the educational authorities, which in many places
hyd already set up a system of labor exchange j connection with ;

je public schools. After much deliberption, a joint memorandum
was issued on the part of the fwo central authorities, the board of
education and the board of trade, determining their relations in re-
gpect to juvenile employment. . The memorandum provided that the

sfight of directing pupils, boys and girls, in regard to employment,
+~ for 6 months after. the closg of their school life, should be resérved”

‘t6 the education suthorities. .,
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: A .
This agreement not only saved the employment agencies already.

established by_t‘he school anthorities, but recognized their préeminent .

fitness for organizing the vocational guidance of the young. The

_Scotch education act of 1909 had previously empowered local educa-

tion , duthorities to take measures for the industrial guidance of
children. . )

In accordance with this official action juvenile labor bureaus are
being established in all the large cities of Great Britain, either di-
rectly by the education authorities or by other bodies with whichthe
former coopérate. The general conduct of the bureaus, which varies

but little in different cities, will be best understood by reference”

- N 4

tol typical examples.

,

o N .
THE MOVEMENT IN BIRMINGHAM.

Birmingham, a great manufacturing center, numbering more than
570,000 inhabitants, was one of the first cities to take action in re-

‘spect to the vocational guidance of the young. Widespread atten-

tion was called to the subject by public meetings and by a circular
letter enianating from church dignitaries, members of Parliament,
labor leaders, and employers. One result of this action was the
appointment of a subcommittee of the Birmingham. education authori-
ties to devise measyres for assisting pupils in the choice of employ-
ment. Before the cofamittee had completed its work, the labor
exchange act was passed, and the recommendations were carried out
in agreement with the board of trade. The juvenile employment
bureau was organized by the education committee us part of the
British Board of Trade national employment system. The bureau
and its officials are under the supervision of a central committee.

- Local exchange centers are established to record and fill local

vacancies, acting always in advice with the central committee.
There is a * Central Care Committee ” organized as a subcommittee
of the education authority, and including six representatives of that
body, four social workers, four tgachers, four employers, and four
trade.unionists, together with the superintendent of the Birmingham
Labor Exchange, and the medical inspector of schools. {
The British” Board of Trade meets all expenses incurred in con-

- nection with the employment bureau, the head of which is appointed

by $hat body after consultation with the local education authosities.
The - work of teachers in finding situgtions for boys and girls is en-
couraged, while employers are urged to notify cies to the
employment bureau, so that they can be filled by exchdnge officials.
At the time 'the eystem was adopted it was estimated that in Bir-

- mingham 8,580 children leave the schools annually, of whom 4,500

are boys; that there were in Birmingham 85,900 ‘children less than
oy e - . - .
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17 years of age who had left school, of whom 800 were ¥ss than 14,
11,500 hetween 14 and 15, 11,600 between 15 and 16, and 12,000 be.
tween 16 and 17. These all belonged to the laboring classes; and
while the numbér who were in need of responsible guidance was not
exactly known, experience showed that they must form a very lirge
proportion of the total number.

EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT BUREAU, EDINBURGH.

The school board of Edinburgh. like the council of Birmingham,
established a system of labor exchanges in the interests of juvenile
employees before there was any legislation on the subject. yThe work
was started by the school board: employers, organized trades and
crafts, religious, social, and other .welfare agéﬂfies joined in its sup-
port. Their efforts at fitst were ‘directed to promoting attendance
at continuation schools. «In 1908 the board took meastres to utilize
the understanding and cooperation thus brought about for the estab-
lishment of an educationgl information and employment bureau.

After the passage of the labor-exchange act, this burea became a
branch of the labor exchange, but housed in the school-board offices,
and managed in connection with the edacation system of the city.
All matters pertaiming to" the employment of persons between the

school-board offices. The advisory committee formed originally by
the school board continues to maintain oversight of the employment,
the continuation education, and the general welfare of children and
youth.

comprises the members of the school board (two of whom are
women), a representative of the board of trade, and representatives
of the town council, chamber of commerce, trade associations, local
trade unions and educational trusts. and head teachers of day and
continuation schools.

During the four school years (1908-7 to 1909) covered by the
latest report of this l4:0!’1( in Edinburgh, the enrollment of pupils

at the continuation sphools increased by 186 .per cent; that is, from
8,722 (in 1905-6) to A789 in the Inst year. The school boards sup-
ported by the labor bireau and by the advisory council, has been
pushing energetically in the direction of enrolling the 7,000 or more
additional youag people, between the ages of 14 and 17, who are
receiving no.instruction either in subjects of general education or in
the. techrical principles of their daily occupations.

, confidence -and ‘support of
aorin—g
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wloygrs" on the one side, and on the
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.ages of 14 and 17 were transferred to the juvenile department at the .

L]

This advisory council. which is an invaluable feature of the system, -

The report sliows also steady progress in the difficult undertaking
of placing young werkers in sujtable employment. This requires the -
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other a .willingness to be guided on the part of the parents and the
children needing the services of the bureau. ' .
In the summer of 1909, or 14 months after the present organization

- was effected, 4,270 pupils were reported as leaving the ordinary day

schools, Of this number 3,074 stated their intention of enrolling in
continuation classes. A third of thege (1,129) made application for

- employment, and of this number 740 were placed, turough the agency

of the bureau, in suitable employment. The positions included GO
different trades, also office work and miscellancous business.

MAGNITUDE, OF THE PROBLEM IN LONDON.

The problem of juvenile labor in London presents special difficul-
ties by readon of its magnitude and racial complications. The'Lon-
don county council, the education authority for the “inner ring ”
of the metropolis, through its special committee deals with a popula-
tion of 4,750,000. The entire school population, in round numbers
887,000 children, is scheduled and under the supervision of school -
attendance officers. Consequently the status of each child as regards
school attendance and living conditions is known.

The need of juvenile labor exchanges has long been recognized in
the metropolis, and several private agencies have undertaken the
service within limited areas of the city. But the most successful of
thess, the “ lads’ employment committee,” reaches every year only a
few hundred poor boys of the better sort. It is estimated that
40,000 boys come to the school-léaving. age, 14 years, annually; they
represent the juvenile labor problem of the metropolis in its full
magnitude and its blackest aspects. .

Within the past few months the London council has developed
plans for the new serVice on the basis 1aid down by the board of trade.
Already 20 advisory committees, representing employers, work
men, aud the education authorities have been formed to cooperate in
this work with the 21 metropolitan labor exchanges pertaining to
the system umder the board of tgade. The teachers send to the com-
mittees of their respective districts particulars concerning the children
who are about to leave school. The committees, through their rela-

. tion with the labor exchange, are posted as to employers and vacan-

cies; and thus it is hoped, the work and the young worker may be
brought together. - a §

In London, as in Boston end New York, experiencé has shown the
need of ‘special training for the work of vocational guidance. To
meet this need the board of trade and the London council have
drawn up a tenthtive program for profeesional instruction, and made
provigion for classes under er conduct of competent and experienced
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2 THE GRAVER ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEM.

The graver aspects of this social problem were considered in s
recent meeting’of the North of England Conference, an organization
that has led public action in many reform measures. The conference
declared emphatically for an extension of the compulsory school
period. “Thie is essential,” said a leader of industry, “ if the youth

" of the country is to obtain the minimum standard which a modern

state requires * * * gnd our industrial and commercial gystem
demands.”’ : .

At present “compulsory education” in England beyond the age
of 14 years is secured in n measure by the action of certain private
firms whicH send the young people in their employment to evening
classes up to the age of 18 or 19, and pay the fees. This form of
“friendly compultion ” is not to be hoped for in the great centers of
industry. In them, the only remedy for the evil of premature labor,
with its aftermath of incapable and idle men, is legislation that shall
raise the age of entry into trade or business to 16 years, with com-
pulsory school attendance up to that age. Makeshift employments -
for the young wonld thus be ended ; but every effort for such legisla-
tion is baffied by the pressure of human necessity, the need of fnod
and shelter, which is the chief cause of the labor of children.

In London, where poverty exists in its greatest extent and compli-
cations, the public school is rapidly becoming the chief center of the
movement for social and industrial reform. Its agents in this activity
are the jivenile lubor exchanges, the advisory committees, and the
children’s care committees. The last-named committees were formed
originally to look after necessitous children attending the public
schools. In the depelopment of the juvepile employment system, they
have been authorized to maintain’ friendly oversight over boys and
girls securing positions through the labor exchanges, up to the age
of 18 years, i

Already 450 elementary schools are referring children to the labor
exchanges through €he medjum of the advisory committees, and every

week the number increases.

-

e &




- % Objects must always underlie books as the guarantee of knowledge .

.the ground upon which the school museum was introduced into the

“the fair itself. Valuable itions have since been made through

- Jamestown Exposition officials, and of commercial firms, both domes-

enforoad by the exlubntwn of the Object descrlbed and this in turn

V. THE EDUCATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE ST. LOUIS
PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

" The effectiveness of many elementary ‘school courses may be in-
creased by the liberal use of ‘photographs nnd other objective mate-
rial, to the end that the child may be brought inte a more nearly
immediate contact with reality than can be given him by books.

which concerns the iaterial world.” —(B. R: Andrews). This is

instructional scheme of the elementary schools of St. Lowis.

The collection was })egun as an experiment in 1903, at the close of
the St. Louis World’s Fair. when the board of education acquired
from the exhibitors, principally by gift, large quantities of matevial,
the educational value of which did not cease with the termination of

the courtesy of some of the great musemms of the country, of the

tig and foreign. The musenm now contains about 6,700 collections
of educational material, so classified as to reenforee and accord with
the course of study. The subjects in the teaching of which the edtica-
{ion museum provides’especially useful aids are history, reading,
art, geography, nature study, and other elumontary sciences. Of the .
collections on hand, 1,742 are separate entrics, the rest being dupli-
In the ool]atlon agd n:‘esentation of the museum material, n two-
fold purpose is constantly “Kept-in view: By showing pwtnres to
transport the child, as it were, to the place 1llustrated, and by Sh()W-
ing objects to transport the place to the child. Thus, when the class
comes to a study of the Gotton States the museum furnishes specimens
of the cotton plant in all its various stages, together with pictures
showing the"manner in which it is gathered and the products into
which it is transformed. A stalk of cotton is passed around the cluss
‘the.same time the child is logking upon a plcture of the white-
ed fleld. As he handles the cotton boll he is shown pictures of
the pickers at work. So tho lesson proceeds, description bomg re-,
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- by pictures showing how the crop is raised and how manufactured.
An extract from thexmuseum’s. carefully anunotatcd catalogue, issued
for the guidance of tehchers, shows the completeness of this teaching

* process. The following is quoted verbatim, mcludmg the paren-
thetical remarks of explanation:

MATERIAT, FOR CLOTHING.

Reference Books: CisnorM—Commercial Geography ;* HANA&—TextHe
Fibers of Commerce; LybE—Man and His Markets ; TooTHAxer—Commerciul

Raw Materials, . q

Cullection 100: Culton of the United Stutes.

I'ibroua portlon of fruit or cotton plant.  Cotton most gxlenél\-ely used s
that cultivated In the ‘;outheln part of-the United Stites, from Virginla to
'T'exas. 0

1. Cotton bolls. Louisiana. .

2. Cotton. unginmed, Texus. .

8. Cotton, glnned, Arkansus and \Iexlcn

4. Cotton seeds. h

5. Coltonseed linlers, : . -

6. Miniature cotton bale.

g s " -
Collcction 101: Colton of olher countriea.

. Sea Island cotton, West l‘ndles. ’ .

8, lem\lun or kidney votton, Peru.

8. Slik cotton obtatned from the cotton tree, Hondures and Venezuelu

4. Pods of cotton tree, 'Lilippine Islands.

A

Collection 1020 Cotlon products. .

1. Cottonseed ofl. Substitute for olive ofl; nlso usel for burning in lnmps,
sony making, and lubricating. Pl

2. Cotton ol cakp. Used as cutlle food and fert!lizer,

3. «Cottonseed meal. Ground coltonseed cake -

4. Cottonsen) menl. Cattle food. e .

6. Oottonseed oll soap and sonp powder. g

6. Cottolene. ‘Cooking fut obtuined from cottonneed oll.

7. Varieties of paper made from cotton slnlks, carded and ' beckled, and
changed Into pulp, from which paper 18 made.

. . 14
CoNeetion 113: Manufucture of cullun,

_Glass case showing the varlous sthes of panufacture of cottou‘ods.

qutrulifvg cotion and cotlon ln;luntry collections.

-

» - ~
104, Stereoscopic®views: Cotton industry of vurious countries
106. Cotton Induutry Fifteen copies of ovne view—" (,otton ‘pickers in the
neu "
100, Cotton, lndustry: Fifteen coples of one vlew--—“ Cotton on the levee.
New OrIeana." .
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_magic-lantern lesson. Again the quotation is from the museum’s

Amrhtu for the lilustration of Elomenta;: Mcl.
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For purposes of quitk review, ns well a8 for further exposition,
this series of collections’ could be supplemented by the follow&

catalogue, mcludmg'the brief descriptions:
. g
' COTTON.

1. Map of United Stutes, showing cotton area.

2. Among the cottoy negroes in fleld, Tooudsiana.

3. Topsy In the cotton, Loulsinni. TLittle colored oirl.

4. Home of a cotton picker, Mississippl. One’story cabin.

6. Bringing In the cotton. Storing it in 1og-house, Loulsiana.

8. A cotton gin. Exterior of rude house. Boiler under shed.

7. Cotton-press yard.r Cotton packed in hales. New Orfeans, La.

8. Cotton at railroad station. Pnacked in bales. )

9. Cottbn levee. Ready for shiipent.  Ocean steamer.  Mississippt Rlver.
New Orleans, La. .

10. Cotton factory, l«ull River, Mass. Fron mills: steam power. *

11. Cotton factory; cotton house, Fall River, Mass.

12. Cotton factory: rear; voverdd bridge connecting bundings. Fall River,
Mass.

18. Cotton factory; carding room (English cards), “Fall River, Mnss !

14. Ootton factory; carding room, Fall River, Mass.

15. Cotton factory; spinuing room, Fall River, Mass.

18. Cotton factory; weaving room, Fall River, Mass.

17. Cotton ready for sale; Interior wholesale house, St. Touts, Mo.

If it were cohsidered desirable to use the cotton industry as a point
of departure for further lessons in geography, it would be readily
possible to continue with lantern lessons on the Southern States; on
Egypt, Japan, and other foreign countries where the cotton is raised,
as well as on New England, Great Britain, and other manufactunng
centers where it is turned into cloth. -

The classification scheme of the museum is as fo]lows'

B'ood Products Comprising the cereals in the plant and grain and their
pmducu. Coffee, ten,<dugar, cacno, the cocoanut, the varédus spices, nuts and
fruits, waxes, olls.

Materials for Olothing: The varlous animal and vegetable fibers of the
worid and the fabrics made of them.

Other Natural Producta: Foreign and domestic woods, rubber, gutm-pfha.
eamphor, cork, coal, etc., thelr varlous stages of development and their use;
materials for dyeing and tanning; medicinal plaats, etc.

Industrial Products; Bhowing the various processes in the manutnctm'e of
industrial prodncuf"ll paper, Ink, pen and pencll, glass, leather, etc.

Animals: Mammals, birds, fishes, reptlles, {nsécts, etc., mounted or in aleohol,
together with pictures and charts of specimens.

Plants: Models and colored representations.

Minerals, Rocks, and Ores.

Bxhibits: Vlews, chartg, and nruclen mustrnunx life and hlntmy of other
nattons.

Apparatis for the Illustration of Physical Geomphy

PR
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.
Charts and Photograpbs for the Illustration of History And Architecture.
Charts INugtrating Astronomy. -
Charts Illustrating Physiology.
Classifled Collections of Stereoscopic Views and Lantern 8iides for the illus-
tratlon of geography, history, botany, zoology. art, and rendlng

A few representative col]ectlons, ‘as described in the “ca alogue,
follow: .

BIRDS. - -
Domestic Birds: Thrushes.

Our finest songsters. luhabit woodinnds. Migratory. Great destroyers of
insects. Feed mostly on the ground. -

‘Collections of mounted- specimens. =

. A
479. Wood Thrush. Euastern Lnlte('l States.” Winters in Central America.
In maples apd elms about human dwellings. Nest built in sapling near ground.
480. Hermit ‘Phrush. Kastern North Americn. Winters In Middle and
Southern States. Smnllest of thrushes. In dense woods. One of the dnest
ingers.
481. Varled Thrush. Western parts of North America, Food and habiis
much 1ike those of robin: ’
482, Robin. Enstern North America to Rocky Mountains. Winters chiefly
ln Southern States. Best known of tbrushes. Feeds on worms and fruits,

particularly cherries. 5

483. Bluebird. United States. Winters in Southern States. Bullds about
our homes. Decreasing because of persecution by English sparrow.

Foreign birds: Thrushes—Collections of moonted specimens.

575 Black Thrush. (Merula Mandrina.) Europe and Asia. Frequents
hedges, thlckets and gardens. Feeds on larve, anans, wones, lnaecta. nnd
frulgs. Imitates notes of other birds. :

58. Rufous-tniled Thrush. (Merula Pallida.) Ma]e and female Eastem
*Asia. Good singer.

" 577. iround Thrush. (Geoclchla Sibirica.) Edstern Asin. Terrestrial. In-
pectivorous. o )

578. Rock Thrush. (Rhyacornis Fulgurosa.) Bastern Asia. *‘nﬂdl nests
in crevices of rocks. High mountains in summer. lower slopes in winter.

Feeds on insects and fruits. .
570. White-headed Thrush. (Chlmma¥rhornis Laeucocephalus.)  JHastérn
- Asla. . . N

580, Bong Thruah (Stachyrotﬁpls Rubiceps.) Europe and Asia. Woods
and meadows, near streamsa. Excellent singer. ' ,

581. Bushcat. (Pratincola Maora.) China and JIndia. "Very noisy. and
active. Inhabits pine forests Feeds on snails, slugs, end {nsects.

582. Fruit Thrush. (Pycnonotus Sinessis.) Msle and female. Easily tamed.

Porciyn Birdas: Bulduls.

-k

_ Bulbuls, a branch of the thruuh family, belong chleﬂy to Indla, although
some are found in Africa. Inhabit woods, jungles, and gardens. - Fead on
_fruits aud seeds, occaglonally on insects. Good slngers. :

LA
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B Collections. : :

22.

583, Crested Bulbul, (Otocompan Emeria.)

884. White-headed Builbyl,

G858, Short-winged Buibul.
India.

(HyiTsipetes Leucocephalus.)  China and India.
(Hemixus Ornensis jnd Canipennis,) Clinn and

VOLCANIC ACTION,
= Collection 1029: Lava.

Iard, tough, aml dark<colored rock formed of masses Hrued by etuptions
fregn volennoes, Articles used by jewelers ns tava s 0 oceme
ang water. The material which covers Pompe
I8 underground Iavn.

All lInvas are finely crystaliine, due to rapid cooling, (1) Obsidinm wre vl
canic gh,sa; (2) volcanic ash; (3) busnllg: (4) aunorthite, Mdunt Vesuvins;
(5) pumice, used as polishing material; (6) dendritic lav
tree-llke formations on surface; (7) manhnrite,

nt of voleanie ash
iUis largely of this mature. Iiy.

A, 80 calied from

»
4

Cdllectson 1030 - Cusracly crystelline igncous rocks.

Found underground. Crystals® nre course because of slow cooling. (1)
Pyroxene; (2) diabnse; t3) sahlite, the Tyrol: (4) dilorite. i

Lilustrations of releanocs—-Callections,

1011, ‘Vurloqs stereoscoplc vilews illustrating voleanic wetion, *

1032. Voleanic action: Fifteen coples of one stereoscopic view—* Mallibon,
Strange River of Kire, St. Vincent, British West Indies.”

1033, Voleanié action: Fifteen coples of one steregscopic view—-* Mammoil
Crater, St. Vincent, British West Indles.”

'1034. Voleasic action: Fifteen coples. of one stereoscopic vlew-—*“ Crumbling
Asb Deposits, St: Vincent, British West Indies.”

-Collcction 1564: Adraneed ocogmphy—-Vu;cunic caployiote,
1]

Appﬁrntus: Teét tube, test tube holder, Bunsen burnar or alcohol lamp, cork
for tdit tube. Fill test tube. three-guarters full of water. Hold over flame
cautiously. (Do this over g newspaper Iakl on desk and point tube awny
from puplla.) Note how bubbles form at bottewn and water 18 then thrown out,
Then fill test tube half full .of water, cork gently, sud repent heating, taking
care that the tube does not point tosvnrd puplls.  Nole how cork is at last
thrown put with great violence—aun- explosion, in fact. Can pupils explain ¢

volcanic explosions? Can they explain the earthquakes thnt accompany val.
eanice explosions?

.

NoTE~—Great care on the part of the !cachcr {8 neeessary in Lhég czperiment,

Thirty pictutes on voleanoes, carthquakes, and geysers are also
‘given as a lantern-slide lesson. '

-8TEREQSCOPIC VIEWS—MODES OF TRANSPORTATION.

From 6 to 10 views in each collection.
Collection 246%™ Transportation on land. Transportation of people; primitive )
and lodern metbods.

Dollectlon 1468 Tranmortation on land. Tranaportation of frelght; primi-
tiye and modern methods. -

~
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Collectlon 1469; Transportation by water; primitive and modern methods.
Collection 1470: Transportation, aerial, Metbods of nerial traunsportation.

Twenty-four pietures of modes of travel on land. on water, and in
air are also given as a lantern-slide lesson. i

’;\ SPECIMEN EXPERIMENT IN PHYNICN, v
»
Collection 1518: How heat ig distributed i Vguids,

Apparatus: Tubular rectangle of glass. filled with water. a fews drops of lnk
put into-opening at top, an nlcohol lamp or Bunsen burner.  Heat cautlously at
one corner over lamp.  Notice how ink travels down fartber side. Tow 18 heat
transferred? Why do we heat water at the bottom?”  How Ix water beated in
the kitchen hot-water tank? ‘

A valugble feature of the schgol museum is a collection of 174 lan-

.. tern-slide lessons, 2 of which havd been indicated above. Some of the

topics with which these deal are descriptive and physical geography,

ingustry, science, history, urt, literature, und the ancient world. Re-
.garding these lantern-slide lessons the museum’s cnt:.nlogue says:

Method of picture recitation,
A brief reciintion or explanation should accompany each slide slrown 6D the
sereen.  This explanation should be given by the children themselves, so far As
It fs in any way feasible: it should be very brief, not wore than could be writfen
fn 3 or 4 lines. A funller explanation should be deferred. The lantern-glide.
lesson should not be . protracted by lengtby recitations. The time of 20 to 30
minutes should, under no circnmstances, be exceeded. Where it feems ndvisabie
tor a full understinding of the picture on the screcn. the téacher of the room
or the principal mny adgdh very brief word of further explonation. It I8 sug-
gested that such questions Le nsked by the teacher at all points of the leszon
as will invite the attention of the chiidren to close observation of the picture
before tbem..™ It would be n total departure from the lutentlon and purpose of
thesd lessons if they were glven in the form of lectures or lengthy explanations,
_ Each lantern-silde lessun shiould be n serles of very brief recHatlons and ‘the
children should be actively engaged in spenking and answering questiogs while
the pictures are shown. They should not be merely passive spectators. 7The
viiglons topics should be assigued beforebaud. and » brief explanation, not v
exceeding 39 \gordq, prepared by each child to whom a tople is agsigned. Each
recitation should be strictly In reference to the picture on the screen, and not
“be n rambling talk on some subject which is but indirectly connected with the
picture.

In history ng special care ‘should be taken in this respect. The entire
period covered by the lesson is supposed to bave been already etudied m‘ class,
and might be reviewed the day previous to t.h?‘lantem lesgon. When the pie-*~"
tures are before the class the chief nttention of teacher and pupils should be
directed to the particular incident 1llustrated and not to the serles of events
that.led up to or followed it. . - |

One room In each school bufiding has:been fAtted up for these lessons, And- the
classes go to this room o rotati¥n. ST

-

Al the material in the museum has solid educdtional value: Thers
. are no objects to ‘arouse mere fickle curioahy; no pictures to incité « ;

. {
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surface interest. Every entry is designed to convey information, to
arouse the children to thought, to awaken their powers of induction.
’ The stimulus afforded the child’s mental self-acti%ity, tha almost
unlimited possibilities of coordination, the aid to the visualization of

Louis sehools receive large and peculiar contributions from the school
museum. ' &

inspection of school children, the St. Louts School Museum contains’
the following collections: -

(a) The 8tudy Exhibit for Teachers, consisting of the current 'teaching
materlal, arranged for personal inspection. A
() An Bducational Exhibit from Forefgn Countries, which includes work off
pupils in other lands, from the kindergarten through bigh and gormal schools,
s well as textbooks, courses of study, reports, photographs, plans and models
. of school bulldings, etc. . .
{c) A Teachers’ Library, of some 7,000 volumes., Each teacher is supplied
. With a catalogue, which is {ssned independently of the school museum’s cata-
logue.

o e~

PROBLEMS QF ADMINISTRATION.

~ In the administration of school museums, the very small number
: “ . of American cities which maintain them find serious difficulties. If
every sifigle school is to be supplied with an individusl museum, in-"

ical collections, the cost would be prohibitivé, even for an inadequate
. equipmédt. .
. __~“On the other hand, objections were found, equally serious in degree,
Fff ,«.«"’""70 the maintenance of a central mugenm to which the children may be
ke brought on special trips of inspection. In the first place, it has been
[ the experience of the teachers that children-can not be taken any-
2? where out of the sclioolroom without their regarding the affair more
% or less as a pleasure trip, with consequent detrimental effects upon
" discipline and class work. Moreover, once the children are in the
¥ museum, it 4 found that their sttention can not be concentrated
E upon the collection” which it is the teacher’s main purpose to show,
4 but on the contrary the great variety of material.about them dissi-
5 Ppates their attention with the result that.their impreesions become
= surfeited and confused. This was:demonstrated i, the St. Louis
.. achools some time ago, when the children were taken on trips of in-
[*.  spection to the musenm, and the next day were called upon for
7~ thelmes upon their experiences. - Some. remarkable reminiscences”

. developed, .8 . . '
.St Louis has overcome ¢he ebjections which it school authovities
. found in botk the decetitralized and-the cgntralised gystems.of man-

Jement, (It utilises the
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knowledge—these three factors in the instructional scheme of the St. -

In addition to the teaching material sp'eciﬁcally designed for the

cluding physical apparatus, scientific specimens, and full'geograph- -

‘strength and eeonom of.coophration by. .-
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establishing & museum in which all the schools have a common in-
terest ; and, by sending needed material direct to the teacher request-
ing it the dlﬂicultles incident to perbonal visits by the children are
obviated. Each week the teachers make requisition for the museum
material which they need ; that material, and no’ more, is delivered at
their schoolroom door, and taken away again when 1t has been used.
The teachers may learn of the contents of the museum, either from a
personal visit to the display room or from the voluminous catalogue
issued by the authorities. .

Two wagons are kept busy delivering_coilections. For the expedi-
tion of this branch of the museum’s work, the city is laid off into five |
gections) equaling the number of deys in the school week, and the
schools of each section have a delivery once a week.

The popularity.of the school museum may be judged by the fact’
2)“ some 30,000 of the collections were delivered to 100 of the St.

uis schools last year, in addition to 5,000 reference books. During
the first half bf the present school year more than 20,000 collections
and more than 5,000 reference books have been sent out.

The entire exRense‘of the St. Louis School Museum, including the
salaries of 7 persons, wagon hire, buying collection material and
books, building display cases—in short, every expense incurred dur-
ing the 7 years of its existence—has been carried by an appropm-
tion from the school board averaging $7, 600 nnnually This is an
average annual outlay of 9} cents per pupil énrdHed in the St. Louis
public schools. The appropriation this year is $10,500.
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