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- LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

Derarrmext or e INTERIOR,
BuRreao oF EpveaTio,
Washington, duyust 18, 1916.

Sir: The effortsof county, State,and National officials and of States
in all parts of the country to provide oppm'&nities of education for
children outside the cities and larger towns havestimulated a general
inierest in the cequired length of the school term, and the desire for
the requirement of a minimum school term sufficient to enable all
childten in all communities to acquire at least a good elementary edu-
cation. For the purpose of giving information as to the present laws
and regulations in regard to this subject, I recommend that the manu-
seript prepared by Mr. J. C. Mucrman, specia#®t in rural education,
in this bureau, be published as a bulletin of the Burenu of Eduecation.

Respectfully submitted.

P. P. Craxtoxn,
. Commissioner,
The Secrerary or TiiE INTERIOR. ) )
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MINIMUM SCEOOL-TERM REGULATIONS.

.

Forty-four States have established by law n minimum term of from
60 to 180 days” schooling for each -organized school district.  Four
States—TLonisiana. Aabama. Rhode Ishand, and Georgia—have no
minimum requirement laws, but one of these, Rhode Island, has for
over 10 years maintained the longest average term in the United
States.  While the minimum number of dayvs rvequired is alimost in-
variably much less than the actual average number of days in the
school term for the State, a majority of the States still report many
schools unable to nieet even these low minimum requirements,  With-
in the past three ¥ ars, 12 States— Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas,
Maine. Nehragka., Nevada, New York, North Carolina, North Da-
kota, Vermont, and Wyoming—have added from 10 to 60 days to.
the legal requirement of o minimum school ternn, 4

Somie of the factors that have operated in fa%or of a longerschool
term. aside from the general awakening of publie sentiment. are the
phenomenal growth of the publie high sehools, the development of
State financial aid for weak districts, equalization funds, and penal-
ties fo1r not maintaining a minimum term required by law.

The growth of the publie high schools has tended to lengthen the

term in the elementary schools by setting np standards of adwmission

hy certifieate o1 examination which can ordinarily be met by grade
schools witlt a term of at least cight months,

Tack of provision for adequate funds is perhapsythe greatest
hindranice to a longer s¢hool term. A wajority of the States have
fully realized the necessity for more State financial assistance and
hyve enacted laws giving State aid to weak districts to enable them
to maintain a minimum school term. A wise provision in most of
these 1aws makes, the levy of a specified minimum rate of local taxa-
“lon necessary and provides for a certain specified standard of school
hefore aid becomes available. These laws are, us a rule, intended %o
help only those -who first help themselves. The necessity of greater
loenl gooperation and aid is urged in the 1912 report of the State
super®htendent of public iwstvtiction for Georgia. Thisreport calls
attention to a tendency tq lean too heavily mpon State aid, and cites

" the liu\'ss,of'- umotl‘\é?'Stnte which require a :cmmty levy of{ not’ less

v U - . L . _4,5;',’__‘:
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6 i MINIMUM SCHFOOL-TERM REGULATIONS.

than 3 and not more than 7 mills before ‘State nid can be’ secured.
The superintendent declares—'
If we have enough money far longer 1erms and thtor’-pnl'd teachers, we ean
rely upon our system of public sclfools o de the work expected. *
Numerous bills introduced in recent legislatures show a growing
sentiment favoring laws enforcing a higher rate of taxation upon
“the local districts in order that they _may maintain a longer sehool
term. In the State of Minnesots and in a few other States some
school districts contain public State lands that vield no revenue
whatever for the school fund, State lands not being taxed. When
there is a considerable amount of this land in the district the schoal
fund is low. To meet this condition the State of Minnesota appro-
priates the sum of $30,000 annually to aid these special districts, and
contributes from this special sum an amount equal to a tax of 5
cents npon each acre of pablic-school lands, but no district may re-
ceive from this fund an amount in excess of $250 during any schaool
year. In the year 1910 the State of Ohio appropriated a sum of
$30,00D to aid school districts which couhl not by the maximmun levy
permiitted by Jaw maintain o public scpool ecight montlrs, paxing

teachers $40 a month. In the State of Tennessee for sevetal vears

10 per cent of the general education fund (ghe edueation fund heing
one-fourth of the vevenne of the State) was set aside for the,pur:
pose of helping the several countics of the State to nmaimtain schools
-more nearly equal in quality and length of term, the requirements
upon the part of the county heing a f nat less than 40 cents upon

the $100 of taxable.property, $2 on each poli, and the full amount .

of privilege taxes which the laws permit céounties to levy for school
purposes. This equalization fund was distributed among the counties
meeting these requircments accordingz to scholystic population and
imversely as the ratio of taxable property to scholastic population.
In this wav the poorer counties received a larger amount in propor-
tion than the vickrer counties. At the 1913 session of the legislature
the general education fund was increased to one-third the revenues
of the State, and the method of distribution of the 10 per cent was
changed. : L
The State of North Carolina sets aside annually 5 per cent of the
annual. ad Valorem tax levied and collected for State purposes on
seach K100 value of veal and personal property in the Statepand this
“fund, sepnrate and apart from other funds, is knewn as thes State

“equalizing fund. The object of the fund is to rovide a six months’ :
1 £ p )

school term for each district in the State. The need of an equaliza-
tion fynd is well shown in the annual repart of the State superintend-
"ent of Nebraskn for 1912, The superintendent ‘describes two school
districts only 5 miles apart, one of which on accoint of n large tax
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MINIMUM SCHOOL-TERM REGULATIONS. T
'
on railroad property, can easily maintain its schools 180 days with a
5-mill levy, while the other can maintain its schools only 100 days
with a levy of 25 mills. '

Penalties for not providing a school termas provided by law vary
from mandatory, ns in North Carolina, where the county commission-
ers are liable to indictment if they fail to maintain a public district
schiool at least four months in each year, to no penalty specified. A
majority of the States provide that the State appropriatiags shall
be withheld for noncompliance with the law, The opinions of some
of the State superintendents indicate how interest in this vital mat-
ter has increased.~ One superintendent says:

Tt eems too had that in a young State Hke ours we did not hegin right, It
has only been a few years since the rural scheols sprang up a our State, and all
the undesirnble features have been adopted, the terms are short, ote. We have
neeginplished ot least one thing--we have n fevenue law which provides that
ne Lg.ol shall be entitlad to county tax unless it s maintalned for at least
120 da¥s, / 4

e

One State superintendent, who was fomerly a county superin-
~tendent, advoeates outlining the work for a definite pcnod of time
and gays: . -

" e * -
T ontlined the work of the grades for 160 days’ contintous work, and this did
more than anything else to hring the furmer to see that If he wanted his boy

Ju his district to keep up with his neighbor’y boy i the adjoinlng district he

would need to luve 1600 dayx of school, beestuse the work was planned for 160
days, and i he gave bis boy but 110 days he was simply 20 ‘lu‘\-s'?ehurt' in his
sehool work,  This couereted example did more than any words of mine to
incrense the tength of term in every district to 160 days, and In mieny cuses to
180 days, - @ .

Another \t.xto snlwnntomlunt \\nllng of v diflicuity in his State,
rematrks: \
C Tt 1% going to mean nn imniense amount of work 10 wnke up Ilu\so weanlthier
u-mnmﬁlic\ that have now Jost all of the young progressive \phil our rurul

ummlnllilu'\ age chielly inhabited by the niddie-sged und the nged, amdl to

cwork on them is a very ditlicult proposition,

One-half of a1l the State superintendents have expressed a willing-
ness to cooperate in securing a uniform 160 days' term for the rural
schools, which will materially increase the present average of 137.7
days.’ 3 :

GENERAL CONDITIONS IN-THE STATES.

Alabgma.—Althongh no minimum term s provided by.law, the
average length' of the school term for the year 1911-12.05 given.in
the annual report of the department of edycatjon was 13@» days,
an increase of & days over the average for the.preceding year.

Afkansag.—The report of the State superintendent shows thnt'

in 1913 the nor\lge Iength of ter In for the rural schools was 127.1
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8. MINIMUM SCHOOL-TERM REGULAT[ON

days, an increase of 0,2 days over the 1912 report.” In_the report
for the vear 1900, the average for all schools was only T7.4 days.
The recent amendment to the Ntate constitntion increasing the Sgate

. school tax from 2 to 3 nui e has greatly aided the poorer districts in

increasing the sehool term,

Connceticnt—The minimum school term of 180 day= is evidently
not too long for papils in this-State, The veport for 1910 diows an
average of 1812 days for'the rrl sehools, while the wban sehools
report an average of 3% davs more. The average number of seliool
days for 1912 was 188 for the mhan and 186 for the rural schools,
The veport for 197001 compates the report for 18sS with the year
1902 ~howing an inerease of 9.5 haws, oo :

Flovidu—The average length of term for al) schonls of the State
in 1913 was 120 days. Fhe lowest average length of term in any
county was S0 Jays, Only one comnty had so shiort o term,

(reorgin—TIn the report for the .\'.v:n' 1912 the State superintendent

nrges the cnacting of minimum-term law of 120 days for each

school vear and an extra appropriantion 6f $100,000 wx 4 State
Tequalization fund to a4l connties and districts that are unable to
miply with this propused Timit, e refops to many comtnmmities
where only o 100 davs” term is maintiined, '
Indiond~"The veport of (e Ntate superintendent for 1912 enlls
attention to the inadequacy” of the revenue law and recommends
an increase in the loeal rate of taxation to 40 and 50 cents on the
100 valnation in order 1o maintin . miniminm school term, The
following from the_ report shows increasos i average leneth of

termas for vears named : - :

In tovwnships® . Driys,
1010-11 . R 14
TOT1-12 - , 1440

In towns:

1921011, AR / ) . 158
1 g1 o - . ' o & L1622

In citios: . ’

B HATEYS B I .. . . R 1SR
1011-120 . .

. L B b 1

1ol S10.000 was made by the, State
to aid wealg districts in mnintuining a minimun term of 110 days,
but the bicnnial report of (he State superintendent :\;lno'\.\‘.syll)ut for
the vear 1912 only &1 LO00 was needed and the present year (1913)
for ‘the same purpose only $20.657 .83, leaving.a balance of gver
$106,000 in the hiennial approprintion.  THe annual apy ropriation
for 1914-15 was $35.000. The necessa vy levy to receive aid from this
State fund is 4} mills. The uverage school term in 1862 was 61
days: in 1012, 155 days. This does not include cities of the first
or second class, P . R

Kansas.—An appropriatian
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“Keatweky~The report of the ~'u|wrintvmlmx( of public instrue
tion for 1911 mives ‘.’.'. schools having the minimmog 4orm of 120

dayss TN wpmlwl i term above and 656 Lelow the mnumuns,

|

) ')l) dn\w. and-223 dlslncts less thgu ‘)O duvq. o e

Deisiana—While no minimum i~ vequired. the report of the
acpartment of edieation for P91 12 states that the average length
o1 the ~chool term for white children way 1572 davs and for colored
children 612 davse For the year 1912213 it was 155 davs for white
children and sy for the colomd, ’

Meridopd .= The veport for the year 1912 gives the average tern
for white ehildiepe 107 davs. for all schools. and 1218 davs Tor
colored ehildren,

Miehiomn-="The average nmmbtr of davs for the sehool vegr 1912
wies 170 for imgraded and 50 davs for geaded schools, an inerease
of 9 davs in the ungeaded schools and 870 the geaded oves (he
report of 1902,

Hinnesola —The average term for rural schools for 1909-10 was
1525 davs, For the purpose of receiving Stite aid the vnral sehools
Tre divided into !]m'v clissest Class = A7 st employ a teacher who
hiolds a fivst-grnde certifieate and st maintain o term of school
for not less than 16O day=c S150 0 Class B the tencher must holdd at.
least e gecond-grade eertificate. The term mnst nat be Jese than L
dadss S100: Class *CC g session of ot less than 1O days, en)p]o‘\'i:(;_:
a teacher laving o second-grade certificafe, 275, 2

State .ml diringe the vear 1912 was given to 555 school districts.
Class = C 7 Ea06, Class > B70and 20808, Class A A deficit in the.
fund for State atd was noted 1o the sum of 2100217, One thousand

- two hundred and fifty-nine more schools ree (‘I\(‘(l mid during the year

1912 Ahan during the preceeding year,

Missorri—X plan for the approval of rural schools that cohform
to specific requireinents, the fivst of which is n 160 days™ term, at
least. is fully explained in the sixtv-third: report (192) of the
State su]wnnlcmlvnl of publie’ sehiools. and qver 300 schools are
1epapted nmno\c(l Nhng: the requiréments for the vear 1912, State
aid to ]nmulv for a minimum term of 160 days was given 286 dis-
tricts iny 1011 and 373 in 1912, i

Mentana—n the report for the bienpium énding “August 31,
1912, of the Stage snperintendent. the average length of the rural
school term was shown to be 140 diuys: one-fifth of the districts re-
ported a term less than 120 du\s\ and a few districts veported less, -
than 80 days.

Nebraska—The report for the schaol vear ending January 8,
1912, shows that 2.048. districts had 4 school term of 180 days or’
over, 4413 distriets from 120 to 180 days, 469 dmtru,bs fmm 90 t.u
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State aid is given weak districts tp enable them to continue schools
to a minimnm of 140 days.

YNew Hampshire—~The average term for the State was 169 days.
In I881-82 it was-91.15 davs.

By a regulation oT‘tpe State department public schools, approved
‘hi.;_'!l schools, and academies must maintxin the schools at least 180

. days. ' '

New Mervico—The sum of SI1276847 was expended during the
school years 1912-13 and 101311 for maintaining a minimum school
term of 100 days in weak distriets of the State.  Of this amount
S30.837.89 was used for this purpose during the vear endin
tewgher 1, 1914, i ) -

The State superintendent savs that. as the income from common
“school lands is constantly increasing, it is probable that the mini-
mum term may reach HO days during the next biennial periad,

“Yew York—The school et of 1812 required a district to operate
a_school for at least 60 duyvs. Tn- 1847 this was incrensed to 90
days by special act of the legislature, and in 1851 a further inerease
was made to 120 dayvs.  Again in 18661 the term was lengthened to
HO and in 1890 to 160, and finally by act of the recent legislature
19123, to 150 days. :

In the annnal report for 1913 a recommendation was made {0 have
all schools open upon a uniform date, the first' Tuesday in Septem-
bers and_that the term minimum be 190 days, inclusive of legal
]1()lid:|.\(§r ’
« Nortk Carolina.—The recent legislation making 120 davs a mini-
mim termedos raised avery vital quiestion of seeuring the necessary
funds for the maintenance of the schools for this term. Tn the
biennial veport of the State ‘siperintendent for the vear 1911-12 g
recommendation which.was enacted into a law by the legislature was
made to increase the present school fund by inereysing the State levy.,

The average length of the school term for 1912 in rural white
schools was 977 days and for urban white schools 1813, The nver-
ageyfor all white schools of the State was 112.8 davs,. Tn the rural

- colored schools the average was &1.7 and in the wrban 172.9. an ins

crease in the average number of davs.in the rural white schools of 5
days and i The colored 3 days. '
. In the loeal tax.districts the rural white schools npintained an
*average of 133 davs, - ,
North Dakota—The legislature in the year 1911 revised the entire
schoollnw and fixed- the minimum term at 140 days. The State
superintendent in the twelfth biglmiul report, under date of June 30,
.- 1912 recommends a minimum ‘term of 160 days. The sime report
- shows the avernge term'in the rural-schools for the year 1012 was.
ﬂboutI{)OdﬂyS.r v ,,"s'“" ' L 1- o w .

g Sep-
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Ohio.—The fifty-eighth annual report of the State school com-
missioner for the year ending August 31, 1911, gives the average
number of days of the school term in the elementary township
schools as 160 and in the seputate district schools as 170 days. In

" the spparate districts. elementary and high, they have an average of
170 and 175 days, respectively.

Ollahoma—N\ minimum term of 120 days was suggested for the

rural schools in'the fourth biennial report for 1911-12 and 180 days

for the city schools. .
The aver age term for the 5850 district schools of the State was
122 days for 1912, .

(regon.—The average nnmber of davs in the schonl year of 1913
for all sehools was 1508 dayvs, lhelfullm\mg lengths of terms by
distriets is given: 531, term of I days; 572, term of 160 days; 8283,
tern of 140 days: 667, term of 120 days.
The sentiment in this State seems to be very strong for an average
term in the rural schools of 160 dayvs.
DTnmsil ranio —T he report of the Qtat&i)omd of education for
the vear ending December 31, 1912, states that 24 townships having
a total of 149 schools conld not maintain their schools for the mini-
o term 140 d.n\\‘, even with the ‘maximunm tax levy. .\ special
State aid fund is rv«;ommomled to provide suflicient funds for these}
speeial cases, :
o Noulh (mohna.—lhe forty- fourth annual report of the State
superintendent of 1912 gives the average term of school for white
children for the entive State, all schools, 117.5 days. for country chil-
dren. 11, and town children 1575 days: for colored (hlldlen, all
sehools 69, country children, 635, and town children (1965, The
State \up(\rmlvmlent urges incrensed local tn\ntwn to lengthen the
school term, & .

" State aid of $200 per year is given districts employing two certi-
fied teachers for a school term of not less than 120 days, after a local
levy of not less than 4 mills has been made, also State aid in the
sum of £300 annun]]v/o(;zi\ en when a local lov v of 4 mills has been
made and three or more cortilied teachers emplnw(l f()r n school
term of not less than 140 days. -

Nouth Dakote—~"The cleventh report for the biennium ending June
30, 1912, states that 4,472 districts maintained their schools for a
period af 120 dayvs or more, 24 for a less period and 203 failed to

maintain any school. S
The State superintendent mcommondq mcrcnsmg the minimum
~term from 120 to 140 fhys. - X
. "*T'enncssee.—The biennial report of the Stnte snpermtendent for

SRR 1] § B l",g\ves the average.length of the®school: term “for. the year; ﬁ?
e ‘1912 in the elementnry echoo]s as 114 days and for the: ye&r 911
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« I2L days.  The decrease was explainai to be due to a change in ap-
-propriation of the school funds from an annual to « semi-annual dis-

tribution, some districts not providing for this in equalizing tlie
fands fonnd a shortage in the amount of money, and the conse-
qitence was ushorter term of school. The State superintendent,
invites attention to the large amount used Ly some districts for
buildings, repaivs, cte. and the shortening of the school term in
conseghence, and-urgos a4 consideration first of lengtir of the school
term. - .

Terax~—The State superintendent repor't-s.: ¥ The constitution and
statutes of the State contemplate at least 120 days of schooling for
cach ehikd, while the facts show conelusively that Texas is not givine
cne-half of 120 days of schooling tocach of the country children of
Texas” ' o -

Fermont.—In the forty-second biennial school report the superin-
tendent of éducation savs: “ There is no gnstice in any law or system
tiat permits one ehild to have 180 days of sohooling in an inspiring
schoot atmesphere which is produced by a pleasant schoolreom and g
well-trained and highly enltured teacher while it allows another child
enly L0 days of schooling and requires him to receive that in a de-
pressing atmosphere which is produced by an unkept schoolrodm, nun-
whelesome surroundings, and a mereena ry amateur as a teacher,”

The average school term fer the vear, 1212 was 160 days. Sixty-
seven districts reported a term less than 140 days, and 273 districts
report from 140 to 145 days.  The report for the year ending June 30,
1913, shows 11§ schools unable to maintain their schools up to the
mintmum required (150 days).

West Virginia—~The bicnnial repert of the State superintendent
of schools.for 1910-1912 reports their average term of school for the
vear 1912 was 137 days, an increase of 2 days over the report for the
preceding vear.

The superintendent profers some other method of “augmenting
the school fund without increasing the school levy in order to have
the minimum term of 120 days for the elementary schools. 3

He suggests as ene method an ‘endowment fund to be: crented by
placing n very small royalty on the water power still owned and
controlled by the State, also a production tax on gas, all to be placed
in a State fund for the benefit of the schools, . -

Wiseonsin.—The fourteentdh biennial report for the bienninm end-
ing 1910 gives the average term for the rural schools of the State as
173 days, and for the entire State 180 days. For the purpose of re-

ceiving State aid, State-graded schools nre divided into first and’
“second classes. The first class, maintnining three or more departments
~and a minimum term of 180:days, will receive $300; the seeond clnss,

,'-l‘@‘-.-. ’
y uF

maintaining two departments for ‘minimum term of 180 ‘days
DTt S L %o @O | oy @ o ob gl A nell
. o S 230E - 3G




o

ERIC

Aruitex: provided by Eric

Tn ol Tnall | Inuhan | Inruml | Urhan
States. schools, schools, schools, schools, nvi::?:nl
- , .
1911-12. 1809-10. 1909-10. 1908-10. 1908-10.
United States,........ . 158.0 157.0 14.3 137.7 46.8
North Atlantic Division .. .. . . N9 179 7 w5 159.7 R.8
South Atlantic Division ., . B A 131.5 132 4 N7 119.5 59.2
South Centml Division.. .. .. Lo 125 125 7 174.0 117.6 56. 4 [
North Central Division..., .. of 164 & 164.7 14.1 152.7 31.4
Western Division........ .. fas o 1841 161, 8 a7 145.0 35.7
North Atlantic Divicion: - !
Maine......... ... .. . 164.2 - 1580 177.4 142.5 34.9
- New Hampshire..,...... . = 169.0 1640 1740 149.7 2 3
Vermont. .., ... ! 5600 @ ooo e 160.0 | 160,71 18%5.0 7.0 38.0
{ Massachusetts,, ., .. . . 7 1%6.0 186. 0 188,5 160. 7 2i.3
Rhode Island.... ... ... . Lo 194.1 193.0 194.0 190. 2
. Connecticut....... .. . 1942 1847 188 0 181.2
| New York........ 187.5 1876 199. 9 17%. 6
! o New Jervey .. 5 5 187.8 .~ 1840 8.8 176. 7 o9
2 Tonnsslvania, ..., . 171.0 170.0 1.6 149.4 38.2
i_ South Atkantic Divi.ion:
Delaware. ... L 170.0 172.5 18,0 1570 38.0
Marvland............ o © soooo o 179.5 186.0 1910 PR 1.2
Bistrict gf Columbia 179.2 181.2 18,2 1. ... s
Vieginia, ., 138.9 140 0 1:7.8 130 5 T4
Wesl Virgin . 137.0 134.0 18.0f ° 1275 8.5
North Caroliva........ .. ... 1.2 101.9 161.% .3 6%, 5
South Carolifla 92.0 105.1 141.0 4.5 88.5
Georgia...... ‘142.0 144.4 180.0 141.5 389. 1 N
Floridsa .« 122.2 1151 159.2 100.1 59,1
South Central .
Kentucky 139.2 125.0 181.8 110. 6 2
Tennessee 127.8 14,0 172.5 12,0 |7 505
e Alabama. 132.4 117.3 178 3 108. 5 6.8
Mississipp 123.0 135.0 170.5 131 O 3.5
Loujsians 1320 135.6 170 2 1241 461
132.0 131.0 13.0 119.2 51 R
117.9 108.5 140 9R8. 0 6.0
130.0 138.0 17.2 125.5 43.2
185.5 170.0 184.7 155.0 20.7
......... 16%.0 147.0 177.2 130. 3 46. 0
........ 158.0 171.0 185.8 154,48 Bl.u
1720 171.0 185.5 161. 6 2.9
175.7 180.0 91.0 173:0 150 -
182 0 1490 8$4.0 132.5 81.5
172.0 172.0 181.0 168 12. 4
1%7. 4 155.0 190.0 187.7 52.3
146 3 147.3 182.8 143.2 39.8
1674 165.9 .o 183.8 14.2
..... AR5 173.0 180. 5 170.5 10.0
...... 172.0 163.5 L 1M 160.0 141
165, 4 158.0 181.8 138.5 43.0
7.5 140.9 TO1s 138.0 375
1%5.0 156.0 180.3 123.8 56.5
125.0 100.0 163.3 L1 .1 ¢
185. 5 135.5 1id.e 105.0 0.6 -
155.6 164.8 108.7 187.0 16.7
! 145.0 145.3 10.0 131.8 34.2
1820 . 1370 1.5 112.5 87.0
174.0 172.0 18.8 18.0 19.8
0 143.8 138.0 1.5 HR.7 5.8
Califoruds............... 174.4 182.0 188.0, 178.0 © 8.0 \,
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I 4
ceives $200. State aid of $10 a month is also given to a rural school
of one department that maintains g school for 180 days and employs
a teacher who is a graduate of a State normal school or of another

school of equal standard, and $5 a month to any rural school which
employs a first grade teacher for 180 days. Inboth cases the State

aid must apply to the salary of the teacher, and a daily attendance
of between 30 and 40 must be maintained. :

Tl,mg{h of scssion in-dayg?

Juitte 80, 1012: columtins 3 to'8 froim s,
y, sroavatlable, N2
R 22 L, i

B

1 Colymn, 1 from Rep. of lhe'domm‘&ioner of Ed, for year on&ln‘
., 1913, No. 8. ~§o’\'.m data on urban und'mrlcl)ooyls separste)
Co PR . N SR e

Noan.

P




14 MINIMUM SCHOOL-TERM REGULATIONS.

inimmum-term regulations in the Yarious Stafes.
£

States. Session. Mlntmum.term.

Alabaras, . ceoo oo oooew| No minkmum school term provided by law,
“ | It is the daty of the State superintendeut of sducation to

P anportion all public-school moneys rafSed by the State as

8 unit among tha several connties inthe State in proror-
tlou to the nimbe. ¢f school childrer of school age there

in—ngas 710 21.

i Tha cnunty board of education shall arnnnlon the funds

| awarded to their county to the several school districts in

their connty, fo as to provide, as nearly a< practirable,

. school terms of equinl duration in such sehaal districts.

Arions. ... IS months.. .. ... | Boards of trustees for the distriets must mainfain all sehools
for & perlnd of not less than 8 months. (S. L., 1912, p.
20, sec. 51.) )

After July 1, 1913, no schéol district, execept one newly
formedt, is entltled to receive any g portioiznent of State
or conaty school moneys, which has not maintalred a
publio £chool for at least 8 manths daring the next pre-
cedl school vear. A distiirt which s pravented by
fire, flood, pravailing epidemie, or ather unavoidahle cir-
cumstances from maintainfug a school for the lengtt of
time herein designated §s navertheless entitied tolts appor-
tionment o{nSmte_nnd county school money's. (S. L., 1912,

L 44, See 105

Atkansas . | smoptns. ... ... I',{:wors determine amount of money siMelent for 8 =rhool
term of 3 months, prosided no tax for school purposes
to be greater than sever-tentns of 1 per cont of asviszed
“aluntion of nll tnxable property of the district: Provided
tarther. If sutlicient revenue can not bo dhtainel for a
dmonths’ term theyv %he electors) mav determine by
Lallot that no schonl be tanght for that year anel the
reveritie soerne for the year fallowing. (Digest of &, L.
1910, P. 115, s00. 7300.) :

When a connty has no high schaol, the tultion of a pnpil Is

ild n some other pulilic hien schiool when the divtrict
financially able to malntain ts schools for st least ¢
monihs during esch year. Tuftlon paid by district £1.50

8 month for each pupli. (Supplement to B. L., 1911, p,

31, see. 10.)

........ fimonths... .. . ] Noschnol district except one newly formed is entitied to
. recelve any spportionment of State or county school
moners which hias not maintzined a pnblie school for at
. leist 8 months duriug the next’preceding school v ear,
glix(‘cpt(ons made In case of Gre, ilood, or epldemjcs.)
: 8. L., 1911, p. iR, par. 15°9.)

Colorado. .. . Jomonths. ... ] Except that by and with the conssnt of tha connty super-

intendcnt of 'schools, school districts In n'titides of <,000
feet and upward may limit, for climatic reasons, tneir

5chool term to not less than 4 months, (8. L., 384 [a],

Califorain. .

Conneetirnt 3 weeks... .:... .| Public achools shall be maintainad for at least 35 wecks in

each year In every town and school distrlet. (Conn. Set:ool

Troc, N)o. 3, chap. 3, pa17, par. 4; Gen. Stat., chap. 131,

‘ p. 1. .

Delaware’, .. ~ | 10days.... ... ... The school gommlttm shall keep the school open for at lenst
. 110 dayvs fn each sehool vear. (S, L., 1900, p. 22)

tearhers for which mom?' was nmlvortlono for at least 140
davs during the succeed {ing school vear, the trustees of ¢ he
school fund skall deduct ont-of the appartionment of such
district or school for the suceeeding year @ sum eqnal to
that which such district-or school obtatned, becaso of the
. nonemployment of sueh teacher.
Florida. ... ... .| imonths...... ../ Itisthe duty of each connty hoard of prhlje fnstmelion to
& - . lorate and malntain schools in every localify whieraherded
for all the youth hetween the of 8and 21 yearsdurin
‘ | + not less than 4 months in each year. (Digest of Bel
[ Laws, 190, p, 18, sec. 35; {Second[ (1. 8., 317.) :
-...| No minimum school term provided hy'lnw. The several
county haards of education have full power and nuthnrit&
to regiilate the length of tho gnhlic school terms of the
o 1 . respective cohnties. (8. L., 181, p. 18,300, 11)
Practically all countles in the 81ate have a school term of
6 mouths. Through local taxation 33 countles add
Y i . from 1 to 4} months to this poriod.  In addition, R0 cities
snd towns and 606 districts theough toe:l taxation,
supplement the Btate fuhds and Lave terms varying from
0 to 0} wonths, .

5
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Incaso any district or school shall fall to employ a teacher or
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Minimum-term regulations in the rarious Slah-n—Contlhued.

States. Session, Minimum term.

Idahn, . 4 months, A I At the annual meeting of the board of trustees of the districts

| (third Monday in April) the length of the school 1erm is

decided. 1t shall not be less than 5 mooths in o dis-

J trict having less than 20 pupils; nor less than 6

! months in districts having between 20 and 75, fnclusive;

| | nor less than 9 months in districts having more than 78

| s pupils. No State funds to be recelved unless above act
complied with. (R. 8., 1913, art. 6, p. 27, sec. 54 (d). -

: 8chool district lapses if district fails to maintaln 4

; monthsin a year. (8. L., 1912, art. 5, p. 24, sec. 52 1

Hlinois,.......... «... 8 monthe, .. ... Board of directors shalt establish and keep in operation for

' at least 6 mouths in each year a sufficient number of free

: schools for the sccommaodation of all persons in the dis-

a trict over the age of 6 and under 21 years. (8.L., ™12,
p. 35, par. 114 [9*.)
0 . Apportionment of lunds hr county suferlntendent depends
bove. (8. L., 191

: upon compliance with a 2,p.9, par. 14.)
Indisna...... ... .. . 6months, ., . .. .. School triistees shall maintain in each school corporation a
: term of school.at least 6 months in duration. Must
suthorize levy sufficlent, proviaing sald levy does not
exceed limit provided by law. Donations may he re-
cefved by school authorities to extend term of school.

: (3. L., 1911, p. 77,3ec. 71.) (R.S., 1908, par. 6411.)
Town............. ... 28 weeke. ... . .. Each school regularly established shall continte for at least
O o . 24 weeks of 5 school days each, unless the county super-
) intendent--should authorize the board to shorien this
rerlod when In his judgment there are suficient reasons

' or so doine. (8. .., 1912, pp. 58-59, sec. 2:73.)
Kansas,, .., ..... . S 7months... ... ... All sehool districts must maintain a public school for not
A less than 7 months each schoad year. Cities of the
§ first and second class must maintain school for a period
of not less than 8 months of each school year, the school
year heginnmg Bept. 1 and ending June 1. 1f full
assessment hxﬁ?})een made the Btste and the county
= are to ald dist in making ux the amount that is neces-
sdry for 7 months’ term. Appropristion withheld ff
above {s not complled with in full. (R. S., 1911, pp.
i 442493, ch. 269 )
. Kentuchy. .. .. ....... 6menths. ... .. ... County board of education has power ta distribute the school
. ] fund for school urPosos, bul no school distrlct is entitled
to anmerl of this fund unless it has maintained a school
in the district for at least six months. (8. L., 1912, p. 49,
par. 137, ch. 10.) .

Louislana_..... ... ....................| Nominimum requirement. except for State approved high
| schools. These are required to maintain sessions for 180

. a VS, .

Maine ... LA weehs L Publicschool must be maintained for at lenst 30 weeksann-
: - ally. Any town failing to meet thls requirement is de-
harred from druwing its State school moneys until {)ro\'i—

sinnsape made for futnes maintenance. (8. L., 1915,
Maorylaud, .. ., e j9monthet.. - 1In e ery schoolhonse district tn each cormty there shall be
| kept for 10 months in each vear, if y:mlhle, one or more
: . S(‘hn;l:ﬂ) according, to populstion. I8, L., 1912, p. 2,
i Tu any gounty where schaols have been maintalned. for loss
than 9 months the comptroller shall withhold from
sald comnty the March: instaliament of the State schont
tax. (8.1, 1012, p, 57, sec. 148, R. 8., 1904, ch, 6%4.)
Freryelty and town (toWnshl{R] shatl maintain, for at least
32 weeks In each year, a sufficlent number of achoois for
the instnietion of all the children who may lerally attond a
puhlic school tharein, except that in towns whate agsossed
valuation is fess than $200.000, the mlulrvd period ma{,
with the consent of the board of edizcation, be redueed fo

W weeks, (R, 8., ¢ch, 42, p. 464, s0¢. 1.) -
. No town shall receive any part o the income of the Massa-
L chusefts School Fand unless It shall have complicd, to the
satislaction of the hoard of education, with all laws relat-
ing to the public schools. (Acts, 1904, ch.-107, sec. 1.)

Every city and every town containing according to the
Iatest census, 8taté or natlonal, 500 families or house
holders, shall, and any other town may, yaaintain a high
. school, adequately equipped, which shall be kv{vt- by 8
: i)rmciml and such assistants a3 may be needel, for at
east 40 weeks, exclusive of vacations, in each  yeat,
A (itevised Laws, ch. 42, sec. 2, p. 466.)

t For white children only.

Massachiisetts... ..., .| 32 weeks..

o
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Minimunm-term regulations in the various Ntutes—Continuerd,

States

Michigan

Minnesota. .

Mississigyi.,

Missouri. . ...

Montoa.

Nebrasho oL

Nevada_ . ...

New Hampshire. ...

Session

Smonths. .
i

Smonths,

|
4mnnths

Rmonths, .

wonths..

4 months, .

Smonths,

20 weeks

——

Minimum term.

H any school district shall neglect to maintain a school
“‘ilgin its borders as prescribed by law for at lewt &
mouths or ne-lect to pros ide for the edueation of its mipila
inanother distriet, it shal) bedeprived for thuensiing vear
of its proportion of the primary school fnteriet fund.
(Constitution, art. 11, sec. 9, tien. School Laws [Revision,
M1}, p.6.) .

Schools with more than 400 children on the censng list mnst
hae 9 nmonths; with less than S0 and maore than 30,
8months; 30 of les<. 5 mont hs.

No district is entitled to recoive any apportionment of
schonl fnds of the State that has not had ut least 5 months
of school term within the year. (Laws of Minuesotsy re-
Liting Lo school systems, 1011, P. 43, ch. 9, see. 1)

Exception made in new districts which far first yvear have
provided for 4 menths' term i) Lave tai ned for
1 mouth a legal schinol, ;S. L., ¢ 9, podh, sec) 107

Constitutional pro ision for at least § manths in ecach
year, (Srateconstitution, art, 8, secs. a5 and 206

Mayor atid Loard of aldermen st proyite jor any levy for
more than 4 months provided by Euate. (S, L., 1912,
P. 2%, RS A0ty 4a31)

Municipal aid 1 arate district< must malntain school
8l least 7 tonths each years (Sees 430, Code, [90%6.)

Auy district Containing not le<x than 12 square anies may

¥ Laxes on its property to extend tenm. (N, B., Xo.
225, Laws, It

The board of dircetars empowered to continue parhlie sehool
or schonls in euch distriet for g period of 8 months in
e:ch  scholslic year, providing maxmmnm tevy pro-
vided by law bas been mile and teiachers paid maximum
sylaries fur prade of cert ificutes held, Any dedicit will ha
;nrm il for by the SLue inon sim of not Lo excosd §100
or each district for each vear. Districts mist have an

" Duty of school trusteos to pr

. High school In s s

aren of not Jess than 6 s
10545, .

Schonds tnust be in session not less than 4 nionths in all
distriets of the third class (under 1,00 in pepilation),
Distriets of second class (over LOON, bt Jess than K000
and distriets of the first ehass (o8 or <000 must maintain
4 free pubdic school for at’least & wanshs in each year,
Nut entitled 1o Tereive any apportionment of school
moners for noncomplianto with abiove proision, (8. L,
AR I ¥y b

Thelegal -ofers shall determine at each annual meeting tho
letieth of 1ime o schovlshabl be taught in the distriet the
ensuing year, which shall not be les han 4 months
in a district having less than 20 pupi school age (8
monthis in districts having belween d 7 ]m|-hs of
school age and 9 months in distrl having over 70
pugxils of sehool'age). provided sehool shai he taught in
siaeh district for 9 months In the Year when the same
cob be su;vvoriud by levyof 13 mills on the dollar valuge

on in sich school district, when stipplemented the

district apportionment fram the State fund, and Yor at
least 8 months fn the Yo by a sitmilar levy of 20 millg
supplomented s above. Penalty, withholding Sinte
funds. (It 8., secs. 11540 Ad 1544 [in effect July 1s;,
1213). Supp. to 8, L., pp. Tand 2)

Stateaid iz given to weak districts for the purpose of provid-
ing at least 7 months’ schoo! each year in the first
NyTades. (RS see. 1149, SII{IS. to School Law, p. 3.)

ovide for at Jeast 6 months of
frea sehool in each distelet, must mnke levy sutlicient to
suppart sehool for this number of months, and, if fnnds
bermit, must maintatn a school for 8§ months, County
commissioners shall muke the levy suflicient for a @
menths’ term dn ense of fuilure to do so u bott tho part of
tha trustees.  (Kehool Code, P. 27, =00, 67‘[5:?.)

Natow shall-zecelvo any benefit from the ‘Hterary fund "
(school fund known ‘ay litorary fund) unless proper
returns have been mado to superintendent of publio
frstruction and fts schools have been malntained at st
2 weeks during the school year next receding. (8. L.,
1891-1011, p. 9. “R. 8., ch. 77, par. 7, 1890.) e

Further aid lxzymvldod when towns are under equalized
valuation of §7,000 pupllofaverage attendanice or when
Population is not in oxcess &f 3,500, nor when tax rate i3

-.mro.mih-s‘ (S. L., 1914, sec.

over $4.50 on cach $1,000 vAluation or whon schools are

maintained over 30 weeks for schiool.year, (8. L., 1801~

1011, p. 7. R. 8, ch. 158, sec. 1, 16909))

Iulglstrlct m(usst t mlnlnllu(ned for t:{

eac! . 5 801-1011, p. 1
=70 b : a

loast 34 weeka

S:, ¢h. ¢4, pag. 1,
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Minimum-tcrm regulations in the rarious States—Continuad,

Siates,

New Jersey, ... .

New Mexleo. ...

New York. oo

North ¢’arolipu.

North Dakota......... ;

Oklahoma.....

Rescion

Minimum term.

9months. ... ...

Smonths..........

10days, ... ... ...

4months... .. . .

7months......

S2weeks. ... ..

Amonthe... .

é months.. ..

7months.....

‘Provision for ad

State school tax shall not be apportioned to any district
which shall not have maintained & puhlic ghool for at
lowst 9 months during the, preceding sthool year:
Frovided, That the commissioner of education may, for
good (;'1;150 shown, remit said penalty. (8.L., 1911,p. 24,
par. 44.

A puhlic school shall be maintained for atleast 5 months
in esch year in every school district. (State constitution,
art. 12, p. 28, see. 4.% (Mention made In Report of
State énperiulendent, tine 15, 1910, p. R) Act of fl:t

- legislature to Brovide funds to secure minmum number
of months (5) by State aid and also for buldings. (Laws
_of New Mexiro, 1913, ch. 74, p. 83, sec. 2.)

No district shall be entitled to any portion of school moneys
nnless the report of the trustees for the preceding year
(school) shows that 8 common school was supponed in
the district and taugbt b{s (Anallﬂod teacher Jor st least
130 days, inclustve of lagalholidays that may have occurred
diring the term and exclusive of Saturdays. (laws of
New York, ch. 611. sec. 2, enacted May 14,1013, amending
¢h. 21, cubdivs, 2 and 4, sec. 492, Laws, 1909; and ch. 140,
J.aws, 1910.2 .

The county board of commissioners upon estimateo of the
cou board of educatign are required to levy not 1o
exe 15 cents on every $100 valuo of pronrerty, real and
r"rsonnl, to securo a term of 4 months; unless this levy

s made where necessary fora four months'term nocounty
shall recefve any part of the equalizing fund of the State.
(8, L., 19134, pp. 8-12.)

Law passed same yvenr making equalizing fund ter in
order 10 have 6 months of school, and providing for an
ennual setting a<lde of 5 cents of the ad vawrem taxlevied
und collected for State purposes was passed. (S. L., 1013,
Y. R, 8ees, 3 and 4; Laws, 1911, p. 425, par. 109. BSee

Aaws, 1911, p. 418, par. 83.)

.1 The distritt boards deterrine and fix thelength of the term

for the comron schools, which shall beo keptin session for
not less than 7 months in each school vear. (laws of
North anoln.({). 419, par. 83 art. 6, 19117)

itional school tormif 8 majority of the

* patrons of any school having 8 or more pupils In dslly
sttendance for its last term shall petitjontho rd 1o con-
tinue such school for that length of time, providiog funds
:50 nmﬂs;blo. (Laws of North Dakots, 1911, p. 420, par.
K5, art. 0.

FEvery clementary day school shall continue not Jess than 32
hor more than 40 weeks in each school year. (S. L., 1912,
ch. 3, scc. 7644, R. 8., 4007, p. 97.)

A high school of the first grade covers a period of 4 years
of 32 weeks cach; second grade 3 years of 32 weoks each;
third grode 2 years of 28 weeks gach. (8. L., 1912,¢b. 8,
sees, 7652-7654. R. 8., 1004-7.)

Qualified voters at each annual meeting or at any special
mecting duly called fix the length of school term, which
shall not be fess than 3 months {or the ensuing year. (8.
1..,art. 4, sec. 57, p. 20; R. 8., 8057.)

The compulsory-aftendance law requireg puplls to aitend
school at least 3 months, which may be increased to 6
months by order of $he district board.

Districts shall not be entltled to thelr proportion of the
vounty school fund at the dispesal of the county snperin-
tendent unless they shall report to bim within 15 days
after the annualachoo’ meetingand shallhévo had 8 school
taught in their distra s at least 6 mohths in each school

Vi * ¢ (8ec. 214, Behool Laws, 1913.)

Year.
.| Distriets of tho first and second class must keep achool open

for at least 9 months (first class dists. 133 500,000 or
over; districts of the socond elgss, pop. 90,000 but under
500.000).  Districts of the third class (pop. of 5.000 but
under 30,000), for at least 8 months. Districts of the
fourth class (pop. of less than 5.000), for at least 7 montha.
(8. L., 1911, art, 18, p. 85, 8cc. 1801.)

No minfmum school term provided by law.

y law,
.| The {ree public schools ef the State shall bo kept opon in each

school dfstrict-of the Staie for & periud of at least 8
mqnths {n éach "‘? school year. g. L., 1913, p,
29, por, 1782, B8ee Aocts 8§, C., No. 497, p. %24 of 1912, and
Acts, 1913, No. 131, p. 194.) - - . i
Ita.1y school district falls to hold ct least 6 mouths of achool
- in any school yeer, no warrant fur the amount due from the
. 8P| m{o)hmt fund can be drawn. (8. L:, 1911, p.- 38,
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Minimum-tcrm reguladions in Hie varions Stoates—i ‘ontinued,

States

Tennessee.

Vermont. .. ..

Virginia, . ...

Washington

West Virglni, . ™
Wisconsin.., ... . ..
a

i.

Wyomtng.... ..

i =
Ression, ; Minimum term.

S manths, When the money derived from the p«!mxment school fund

und State taxesleftin the county treasury i3 not suflicient

0 to keep up a public school for 5 months in the year in the

schoot dstricts in the county, the cotrnty court shatl fevy
au additinnal tax sufFcient lor this purpose, or they may
i submit this propoesition tu u vote of the people. (S. L,
1911, p. 29, see. 39.)
s montie, - Available schoal funds arising from all sourcedshall be suffi.
] cient 1o muintei. and sapport the public freo schools for g
period of not less than 6 months in each vear. ({‘onstitu-
li-mal)provisiou. S. L, ff. L Constitution, Art. vil,
<ec. 3.
2V wewhe, Any distrlet failing to maintain o puhlic school for nt least

1 weehs during the vear next preceding thut in which the

nJ\purl wnment s made, the number of school children
shall be subtracted from the total school population of the
State and coanty before making the appourtionment.
(3.1, 1913 1.9, see. 1775 (2))

P daysoooo o0 The temim “leral setwol T applies to nny pnblic school main.
tiined at least 150 days, inclnding holidays and ot hers
allowed by law, during any school year. (Act approved
Teb. 22,1013, I’,n\\‘\-ol Vermant, 1912, par. 76, sec. 1, 11,89

smoenths. . NoState hinds Paid to uny district for school urposes un.
lessthere Ls filed With thé division ﬁn;wrlnleu&nlu written
statement sicned by the chairman and clerk of the hourd
of district frustees cortifying that sehool g been. kept in
operation for § monthg during the currest school year,

(3.1, 1911, p. 39, sec. 50.)

Albaetivol dastiicts in this State shafl maintain school during
at lewit 8 months each. veur, (3L, 1oy, k2, see. 9,

| Laws of Waish.. 1tm, p. h. 97, sec. 7.)
fmonths.ooo 0 Duty afsehool oteers (0 fix vsothuta piblic school shall

he maintained for st least 6 nionths, Nuschoul lunds can
bo drawn nntess the above provisions are'complied with,

(Revised S 1. L1011, pp I and 19, see. 21, 31 spe. 42)
s months.. S Abtdeast 8 months, 160 h:\ys, of schoul (uuz{:t by a lezully
0 Qualified teachier mnst be maintained in orider that the dis-
©triet may hweentitled to shate in the apportionment of the
State nad tow 6 sehaol money. (S. L., 101, - 233, sec. H60.)

Constitutivnal provision not lessshan '3 months, (Art, 10, "
sec. 5. See p. L1, School Law, 1911, sve. 554 {8], p. 254,
86C, 5!'.0[.?

Clerk of distriet certifies to number of teachers, providin
thatnfter the year 1913 every teacher for whotn credit shal
he claimed in‘such certiionte must have heen onguged in
teaching {n said district for at least 6 months during said

Smonths

school year, or in conjimetion with o predecessor shail

have tdught for said period.

(3. L., 1913, eh. A2, w1,

.- Pl . .
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