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. FOREWORD a .

DUCATION in the United States has developed from two oppo-
Eiite starting point& Colleges were organized to train leaders,

particularly 'for the churches and the courts. They ,needed schools
to prepare their prospectite students, and so a system of academies
grew up dominated largely by the colleges. .

But widespread public elementary schools developed- for a quite -

different purpose. The people needed education for their own personal
satisfaction and for the fequirements of citizenship. These schools
were soon siipplemented by high schools. States estaglished State
universities. Thus there came to be the unbroken chain of public
education from the kindergarten through the university.

Liberal arts colleges, while originating in the former movement, are,
of course, a very important link also in the public &Ideation chtkin.
They are affected, therefore, by the present tendency of communities

_ to extend the périod of secondary education upward to include the
thirteenth and fourteenth grades. They 'are also affected by the
increasing distinctness .with which the two functions of 'the college,
namely, general education and specialization, are being identified,
respectively, with the first 2 years and last 2 yeais of the curriculum.

Because of - the influence of these trends upon the co4tinuity of
attendance of stulients in the liberal arts, collke, it has seemed
important to study, for colleges of different types, such questions as:
How many years do students remain in a given liberal arts college?
How many transfer from one college to, another? and How many
drop out from year to year?

It is believed that this bulletin, which has resulted from such a
stuily, will prove helpful to those interested in the liberal arts college.

4

BESS GOODY.KOONTZ,
Assistant Commissioner of Education.
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CONTINUITY OF COLLEGE ATTENDANCE

1
T IS COMMON knowledge that a considerable fraction of the 4-year
liberal alike; coll ;.! es in this country are predominantly freshman and

sophömore institutions, if judged by the proportion of students enrolled
in the two lower classes. It is also common knowledge that independ-
ent junior colleges are developing rapidly in this country.

StudeAts completihg the first 2 years in the 4-year college, as well
as those graduating from the junior colleges, frequently enter either
another liberal arts college or some professional school to conthiue
their college work. These transfers Constitute a problem for higher
education in general, but for liberal arts collegesin particular. Shall
the 4-year liberal arts college be set up, essentially as a continuous
curriculum designed for those who remain in the institution for 4

years? Or shall it be essittially two successivecurriculums, one of 2
years' duration forthose who either do not intend to pursue education
further or will pursue their education in some other institution; and
oñ top of this 2-year course another 2-year course for those who
desire specialization in the liberal arts?

The problem has been made somewhat more acute duringthe reR,ent
depression because of the financial aspects of the situation. The
colleges find that the specialization period of the last 2 years is relatively
much more expensive than the more geneial education period of the
first 2 years. 'Nose institutions which rely to a large extent up6n
student fees can maintain a satisfactory 2-year cuiriculum, but find
it much more difficult 4o matintain a satisfactory 4-year curriculum.
Students appear to be somewhamore critical and exacting in their
demands with respect to their college courses than formerly. This is
particularly true of the collegecourses taken the last 2 years
of coll e. 'Specialization in the arts and sciences is coming *to be
regarded as a curriculum comparable with professional curricula,
requiring not only thorough scholarship on the part of the instructors
but expensive equipment and libraries as well.
a There is, therefore, an increasing demand that the courses in the
first 2 years of the liberal arts college as well as' those in the academic
junior coll shall be so planned as to prepire for transfer into the
junior year of the liberal arts College as well as for entrance into the
first year df the several professional schools. liberal arts colleges are
imperiew4ng some difficulty in fitting these transfer stiidents into their
,junior year courses. Students, on the other hand, aire finding them-
selves embarrassed in their attempts to transfer from one institutión
to another without loss of time. This is handicappinithein and their
parents, who'Cleeire Ilia,. -t,he first 2 years beyond high school should
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CONTINUITY OF COLLEGE ATTENDANCE

-be -spent in an institution near home even though the last 2 years
might bp spent in a distant institution.

In an effort to shed light upon the many questions involved in the
situation described above, the study reported herein was undertaken.
The original data for it were secured through a questionnaire addressed
to the presidents or deans of all the liberal arts colleges in this country
on August 15, 1936. Tfie questionnaire, which is 'reproduced as
appendix A, #ontainecl but four questions, the last two of whith had
two divisions. The Arst question asked about the distribution of
enrollm6nts among the four classesfreshmen, sophomoreyjunior, and
senioras of October 1 935. The second question asked for the number
in the graduating chiss and of this total the number who had entered
the institution as freshmen, as sophomores, as juniors, or as seniors.
The third question asked for the number of students receiN;ed in the
institution by transfer from other institutions during 1935-36. Tlie
fourth question asked for the number of students who had transferred
from the institution to some other college or univ6rsity'during 1 935-36.

From the above questions it will be observed that the purpose of
the study is tt ascertain the extent to which students in the liberal
arts colleges take less than the typical 4-year course in any given
college. The question concerns the numbers eorning into a giveii
college for only tlie upper years of the course, as well as those who
remain in a given college for only the earlyyears of the course.

It must ke made clearat the outset thatno criticism ofany institution
is implied if it is found to be serving quite largely freshmen and sopho-
inore students. Colleges of liberal arts have as a part of their legiti-
mate function preparing for other' curricula which they do not them-
selves provide. Professional schools thfoughout the country in a
great many cases require at least 2 Tears of liberal arts college training'
for admissia. Furthermore, many liberitl arts colleges maintain
terminal courses of less than 4 years in length designed to round out the
general training carried on through the high school, or to provide
vocational training of ponprofessional types.

/
THE NUMBER OP COLLEGES INCLUDED IN THE

p.

STUDY

In the direceory of colleg k.6 ,1 universities published by the Office of
Educatifin there are listed 65 institutions under the general title of
colleges and imiversities attended by white students. These exclude
all institutions maintained solely for Negroes, and they also exclude
all professional schools, teachers colleges,- normal schools, and junior
colleges.

Within each one of these 656 inititutions there is a unit known by
sOme suchhame as the college of liberal arts and sciences. Sometimes
this link has only the arts as distinguished from the sciences, but in
most cases it inoludes both the arts and the sciewes. Sometknes the,
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ÒONTINUITY OF COLLEGE ATTENDANCE 3

institution consists of only this collfge of arts and sciences. Some:
times it ha§ associated with it a few professional schools, or in the case
of universities many professional schools. Whatever the orgánization

-within the institution, this stiidy is limited to the colleges of arts and
scienceá.

The questionnaire was addressed to the president or dean of the
college of liberal arts in each of these 656 institutions. Usable replies
were received from 426 of them. Not all replies answered all questions,
but usable information ón at-least one of the questions wás`contained
in each of these replies. The colleges thus replying wre grouped. for
purposes of tabulation into the five following classes:

. , 4

_ Number
3 replying

A. Colleges under the general control of' some Protestant Church and
not within university organizations.. _ _ ...... _________________ 146

#' B. Colleges un4er tije general control of the Catholic Church and not
within university. organizations__' ..... 73

C. Colleges under the contra' of a priate corporation and not within
university organizations 66

D. Liberal arts colleges under public control, and mostly within univer-
sity organizations_ _ _ _ _ _ =1.... 74

E. Liberal arts colleges ùnder private or church control and w1thin uni-
versity ...

All of the following tabulations will treat these five groups 'sepa-
rately. The total numbers of students enrolled in these collegesu,s the
distribution of the student's among the four classes, and also the
'numbers graduating are given below.

.

.

Class

. .

Protestant
colleges

Catholic
colleges

Private
colleges'

Public
colleges

Colleges in
private and
church uni-

versifies

.

T t 1o 8 _

1 _.
, 2 3 4 5 $ 7

.

Freshmen 19, 562 7, 133 1 re 920 38, 044 19, 708

_
94, 361

Sophomores 12, 809 4.871 8, 987 28, 171 14, 994 89, 8M
Juniors 9, 164 _ 3, 889 6, 679 18, 106 11, 680 49. 49t
Seniors % 7, 556 8, 546 6, 232 14, 604 9, 880 41, 81E

Total 49, 091 19, 419 33, 818 96, 926 66, 262 255, 51/

Number graduated In 1936._ 7, 7$11 3,315 4, us 14,15e 10,74A 12,311
. .

The answers to the questions upbn which this study is expected to
throw light may depend somewh4t upon the size of the student body.
Therekre, all of the tabulations *hich are based upon enrollment
divide the inititutions into groups according to enrollment. Where
thi questions relateAo the size of the graduating class the institutions vo
artgrouped again accoiang to the numbers graduated.

In the succeeding pages data will be given on the questions in the
Cider in which they appear on the questionnaire. In all of them it
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4 CONTINUITY OF COLLEGE ATTENDANCE
.

will be understood that only regular students enrolled in undergraduate
cur.riculti are included. All special, irregular, and glitaduate students

4 are excluded. The data on enrollinent are its of October 1935.

"

DISTRIBUTION OF ENROLLMENT

The question was asked in the follgwing words:.
Distribution of enrollment, October 1935:

Freshmen _ _ _e Sophomores __ Juniors ____ Seniors ____ Total OP DP

The numbers thus secured from each institution were reduced to
percentages of the total. In order to save space, the percentages óf
freshmen and of sophomores were then added and the distribution
tables based upon this sum.

Table 1 represents the 'distribution of colleges according to the
percentages of students enrolled in the freshman and sophomore
classes grouped It types of control and by numbers enrolled. The
table should be read as follows: Among the Protestant institutions
of from 1 to 200 students, one college has 49 percent or less of its
students in the freshman and sophomore classes, two colleges have
from 50 percent to 54 percent in the freshman and sophomore classes,
etc.

Based upon table 1, the following observations may be made:
Size of 8tuclent body .--Of the Protestant colleges, 30,-or ?0.5 peicent,

have 200 or fewer students. Of the Caiholic colleges, 31, or 42.4
percent, have 2Q0 or fewer. Of the other three groupsthe privately
controlled colleges and the coll èsSS of arts within publicly controlled
or privately controlled univ,ersitiers----there are few with enrollments of
200 or fewer. 't)

Of the Protestant colleges, 69.8 ¡percent have 400 or fewer students.
Of the Catholic colleges, 80.8 percent have 400 or fewer students. Of
the private colleges, 45.5 percent have 400 or fewer.

Of thd collegestwithili publicly controlled universities, 54.1 percent
havè more than 800 students, and 18.9 percint have Inore than'2,000
students. Of the. Colleges within privately controlled universitiei3,

. 43.3 percent have more than 800 students, and 8.9 peicent have more
than 2,000 students.

Of all types of colleges combined, the predoninant size is from 200
to 400, with mere than &all enrolling fewer. than 400. There are,
however, more students in the 41 largest colleges enrolling more than
1,200 each than in the 218 smallest colleges enrolling 400 or fewer each.

Pircent of students enrolled as freshmen and sophomores.--The me-
dian; and quartiles recorded in the rightehand cohunns of table 1

iudicate the Percents which the combind freshman and sophomore
classes are of the total enrollineata. T figure', are to be read as
folio Of the 146 Protestint colleges, half have less thaii117 *cent
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CONTINUITY OF cOLLEGE ATTENDANCE

and half-have more than 67 percent of their students enrolled at; fresh-
- inert and sbphomores. One quarter cif the colleges have 62 percent.

or less and one quarter Wive 723percent or more of their students
enrolled as freshnien and sophomores.

TABLE 1.DISTRIBUTION OF COLLEGES ACCORDING TO PERCENTTHAT THE COMBINED FRESHMAN AND SOPHOMORE FNROLI,
MENT IS OF TOTAL ENROLLMENT

Collegri grouped by type of
control and' by enrollment

Protestant:
Up to
201 to
401 to 600
001 to 800....

I !

I

Total

. :

Catholic:
Up to 200
201 to 400!
401 to ado
sol to 800

Total_

Private:
Up to 200
201 to 400
401 to MO
601 to 900 7

Total_

Public:
Up to 200

401 to 000
601 to 800
801 to 1,200
1,201 to WO
Above 2,WO

Total

Pritrate or church university*:
Up to 200
201 to 400

:81 to 1,200

to GOO
to 800 -

1,201 to 2,000 .
Above 2,000

Total

All Institutions:
Up to 200
201 to 400
401 to4100
601 to 800
801 to 1,200
1,201 to 2,000
Above 2,000

Tait

rs,

a

s.

Number of colleges having the follow ing percents

Up I .50 55 60
to to to to
49% 4 M 59 64

2 3 4 5

3

=amm

2

1

3

--..1

4

!Inaba

4
7
5
2

18=4
6
8
2
1is

16

3
20

7
2

8
7
3
1

19

t15 70
to to
89 74

8

9
6

42

6
4

18
=111.611

3

si

7
2

2
2 4 8 4
3 3 4 1

13 3 2 1

18 1$ 14

75
to
79

8
04.

2
8

13
...a.

2
2

2
2

s.

ID 14 M.

4 1

1 3 1 1 4
1 3 3 3 2
4 2 .5 2 1
1 3 1 1 1

2 3 2 1

80
to
84

2

4
aalMan

2
1

3 11 -111 19 le
110=11 INE1 = 011 Momi

2
2
2

7

2
2
1

5
3
1

14

i.
3

3
2
1

1
4
3
4
1
2
2

17

4

19

2
2

s.

41.

2 4 9 14 17 15 6
4 4 19 34 41 27 14
3 2 15 15 21 16 8

4 18 10 15 8 4
3 9 8 6 3 ;
2 4 6 6 1 2
2 3 7 6 2

.

4'..

al.?
2
4
2
1

1

1

t45
to
89

10

amaaaa

Total

30
72
30
14

146

31
. 28

11
3

7$

ow

a.7=.

5
25
12
24

es

2

13
13
15
11
14

.76

Quartile perm

Firs! me_ Third
Ile dian u

12 IS . 14

-

59 64

.......

58 64

4P

........
4...... a

ss

. a I.

61 67 72

- -
18==

is.

2
17

. 13
6

13
10
6'

67

70
148

21

.

Ao

77- 61 1141 U
a

11

111

1

416

61 67
Ai 67
60' 66
88 64
57 62

64
60 64

0 66

a

72
71
69

. 66

68

71

i.

'

Its

_. _ . _

- d
.......

.....

e

201 to 400 4.

. 116

_ .

1 .
.

e ..... . a

..... ....

.

....
. .

I

7

2

2

a.

2

1

11111

.

IND /0

.

.11

19\
7

15
6

8

1

. 1

1

a

I G.

ImimmEmm

1

1

,1
11

i

rfirmomnme

1

1

I

=

1 1
1

ro

1

1

--

.

42

tr

11

Om

6

67

a» 4r .

MMMa

1
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CONTÌNUITY OF COLLEGATTENDANCE
.

The medians and quartiles of the other groups are to be read
similarly.

The percents of ,juniors and senio-rs can be calculated by merely
subtracting the quartiles and medians from 100. For example, half
the Protestant colleges ve 33 percent or Jess th9. and
senior classes, one-fo h have 28 percent or lees, and one-foturtb

.
-have 38 percent or more.

. It will be observed that while three Protestant college3 have
than 50 percent freshmen and sophomores, five others have more than

1L-8O percent freshmen and sophomores.
- The Catholic colleges have significantly smaller percentages of

freshmen anct sophomores than do the Protestant-colleges. This is
tnie d(;spite ale fact that the Catholic colleges typically have smaller
enrollments than the Protestant colleges, and in general smaller enroll-

.% ments mean larger percentages of freshmen and sophomores, as indi-
cakled in that section of the table where all institutions tub combined.

The privately controlled collegés have'slightly lower precentages. of
freshmen and sophomores than do any other group. It will be
observed, Li-0o, that the public colleges have larger ,perrientages of
freshmen awl sophomores than do the privately controlied colleges or
the colleges within privately controlled universities. This is ,true
despite the fact that they have typically larger enrollmentik z

s. Taking all institUi4oxis together, the median shows that there are
tyPically about two"treshmen and sophomores to one junior and senior.
In the Fes enrolling from 800 to 1,200 stúdents, the Percentage of'
freshmen and sophomores is less than for any other enrollment group.

LEINGTH OF TIME GRADUATING STUDENTS HAVE BEEN IN A
GIVEN COLLEGE

It is shown above thii in general the liberal arts collegeiliave about
half aé 'nit* juniors ahd seniors as frezlihmen and sophomores. The
figureg concerned with whether the students in the junior and
senior classea have spent their freshman &IA sophomore years in- the

:t:7%->:IT same college-, or whether they have Li erred from some other
collegO. It is conceiyable, for example, that one college with 200

____, . juniors and seniors receives th4m all from the lower classes in thei 3 .
s

I' & V°

4 'same college while another college with the same number might-

- w

. receive 100 juniors and seniors by transfer. Continuity of attendance
in college is conditioned by transfer as welt as by dropouts.

Answers will-here be sought to*tw? questions: (1) What percentage
. of the graduating class enter the given college as freshmen? This is

, afiswéred ihi table2; and (2) What percentage of the graduafing class
.

. enter the iven.college as juniors or seniors? This is =wend in.
. table 3.; ;
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CONTINUITY OF COLLEGE ATTENDANCE

TABLE 2.DISTRIBUTION OF COLLEGES ACCORDING TO PERCENT
OF GRADUATING CLASS WHO ENTERED THE SAME C9LLEGE AS
FRESHMEN o

Colleges grouped by
type of control and
by size of grad-
uating clam

1

Number of colleges having the following percents Quartile paten Lim

p 50 55 60
to to to to
49 54 59 04

3 4

65
to

MO!

70 75 SO
to to ; to
74 79 S4

sa.11IsasalmMAI ii .01111r. ..11111ri

Protestant:
tip to 25
26 to 50
51 to 75
76 to 100
Above 100_

Catholic:
Up to 25
218 to 50
61 to 75.....
76 to 100
Above WO . . .._

total
Private:

Up to 25 .... .. .
2Sto80
51 to 75._ ... ..
76 to 100
Above

a

rukdie:
Up to 23_ _-
Xi to 50.
61 to 75
7610 100
101 to 200
201 to 400... .

90
to to
89 94

aw=1M11101. a

itto To. , First i Third

100 . tiletal quar an
guar

tile
't

10 11 ; 13

2 2 2 1 3 5 1 4
2 5 3 1 9 10 6 1 5 3 j
1 2 1 3 4 5 7 i 6 1

1 I 2 4 2 4 1 3
_ .1 .,. 4 4 2 ' 1

le 8 34 15 74 1 it 11 i

.

1

3
1 3

_ .

1 j.... 1

1 !

2
3

1

1

2

i"
1

alElm

ao a

3

6

2

1

17

56
30
is
12

14$

14

3 4 23
1 3 IT

-1 12
6
31

4 15I n
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8 CONTINUITY OF COLLEGi: ATTENDANCI

TABLE 3.DISTRIBUTION OF COLLEGES_ ACCÓRDINÓ TO PEKENTOF GRADUATING CLASS WHO ENTERED TnE SAME COLLEGE ASEITHER JUNIORS OR SENIORS

Colleges grouped by
type of control
and by size of
graduating duns

Number of colleges having the following percent* Quartile percentages
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2 4
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51 ;..o 75
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Total......
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Up to 25_ _
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university:
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26 to /50
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3 2
1 2 1

1

2
1

2

7 6 7

'1

1

1 2 2
_
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CONTINUITY OF COLLEGE ATTENDANCE

27f graduate 25 or fewer students each. Of these 27 colleges 2 have
from 55 percent to 59 percent of the graduating class enter as fresh-

men, while 4 other of these colleges have 95 to 100 percent of the
graduating class enter as freshmen. In the right-hand columns are
shown the median, first quartile, and third quartile percentages. Of

the 143 Protestant coll:.: one-half have less than 81 percent and
one-half have more than 81 percent of their graduatiiig class enter
as freshmen; one-fourth have less than 73 percent enter as freshmen

and one-fourth have more than 88 percent enter as freshmen.
The public colleges appear to have somewhat smaller percentages

of grativating classes than other groups who enter as freshmen. That
means that a somewhat larger percentage transfer to the public col-
leges than to other types after spending -at least the freshman year
at some other institution.

The Catholic colleges and the private colleges have the largest
percentage of graduating classes entering as freshmen. When all
institutionslure combined, it will be noted that 17 colleges have less
than 50 percent of their graduating classes enter as freshmv, while
51 other colleges have more than 95 percent. No apparent relation
exists between the size of the college as represented by the number
in the graduating class and the percentage entering as freshmen. In
general, more tban four out of five of the graduating class of 1936
had entered as freshmen the college fromjvhich they graduated.,

In table 3 the same situation as presented in tible 2 is approached
from another basis, namely, the percent of the graduating class who

enter the same institution as juniors or seniors. The table needs
little explanation. While 55 collegesmore than an eighth of the
totalreceive less than 2 percent of their graduating c : z z as juniors

or seniors, 19 other colleges receive more than 40 percent of their
graduating classes as juniors or seniors. One-half the coll e receive

11 percent or more of iheir graduating classes as juniors or seniors,

a fourth of the colleges receive 5.percent or less, and another fourth
receive 20 peicent or more.

The large colleges ap to have smaller percentages of graduating
classes entAr as juniors or ors than *. do the smaller colleg(ts. The
private colleges have the fewest and the public colleges the most
graduating students enter hi the upper years of the course. That may
suggest that junior college graduates transfer more generally tfi public
colleges than to others.

STUDENTS ADMITTED BY TRANSFER

QueStitmiti 3a and.8h and de alternative form of (a) and (h)on the.

qiiestionilaire were défigned to ascA;rtain the 4umber.of students re-

wised transfer after completilig some short curried.
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10 CONTINUITY OF COLLEGE ATTENDANCE

ulum elsewhere and tbe numbers receiv.ed without completing any
regularly organized curriculum. These questions prgved !more diffi-
cult to answer than questions 1 and 2. Only 147 colleges riplied to
question 3a .and 186 to question 3b.

The 'alternative to questions 3a and 31) was answered by 281 colleges,
some answering who also answered either 3a or 3b 'or both 3a and 3b.
Thus there is some oveilapping ofinstitutions, but this fact does not
invalidate the summary of replies. Hence tkere are given three tables
compiled, respectivel,y, from the replies to de three questions, 3a, 3b,
and the altelative form of the question.

ft

TABLE t-DISTRIBUTION OF COLLEGES ACCORDING TO THE PER-CENT OF TOTAL ENROLLMENT 1935-36 RECEIVED BY TRANSFERTHAT YEAR ON COMPLETING THE JUNIOR COLLEGE OR SOMEOTHER LESS THAN 4-YEAR CURRICULUM IN SOME OTHERCOLLEGE

Type of enntrol

AD

Protestant. .
Catholic
'Private
Public
Private university

Total

Number of colleges having the following permits

0 to gto
1.9 3.9

17
23
14
12

6
8
6
2
3

4 to
e.9

4

-
7-

3

6 to
7.9

2
5
2
1

4

11 14

8 to
9.9

10 to
11.9

7

e. .....
41 1

12 G. 1 Totalmore

8

31
39
31
18
28

147

Question 3a was stated thus: "Number of students received by
transfer from other institutions during 1935-36 on compftting the lower
division or some other curriculum of less than 4 years __
figuie is reduced to a percentage of the total enrollment reported in
question 1. The collegep are distributed in table 4 according to these
percentages, and shpuld be read as follows: Of the 31 Protestant
colleges, 23 admitted less than 2 percent of their enrollment in 1935-36
by transfer of students who had completed some regularly organized
curriculum of less than 4 years in some other college.

Two-fifths of the colleges report that less than 2 percent of their
enrollment had been received by transfer during the year on com-
pleting some short curriculum elsewhere.. I s u :16 percent of the
colleges had received 6 or more percent by siich

Quegtion 3b asks for the number received "iwithout comple any
regularly organized curriculum " This figure was redu a
percentage of the total enrollment and the colleges distributed in
5 according to these pemintagis.
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TABLE 5.DISTRIBUTION OF COLLEGES ACCORDING TO THE PER-CENT OF THE TOTAL ENROLLMENT 1935-36 RECEIVED BY TRANS-FER TEAT YEAR FROM SOME OTHER COLLEGE WITHOUT COM-PLETING ANY REGULARLY ORGANIZED CURRICULUM....
a

Colleges grouped by type
of control and 11 enroll-
ments

Protestant:
rp to 200
201 to 400
401 to MO
001 to 800.

Total`

Catholic:
Up to 200. ...Oa.. .. ,
201 to 400_____............
401 to MO
001 to

a

Number of oolleges having the follow i i percents

1
0.1 to l 2 to 4 to

I

6 to 1 8 to 10 to 12 to i 14 to 14 to 18 to 20and al
1.9 1 3.9 5.9 7.9 I 9.9 11.9 13.9 1 15.9 17.9 19.9 abovel

4 5. 6 7

3 1

`15 2
3 1

6 3 3
11 10 14
4 2 4
_1t 2 2

22

3
1

Total It

Private:
Vp to 200
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401 to 000
601 to SOO

s.

Up to WO
201.to 400
401 to 000
601 to 800

1,301 to 2,000......
Above 2,000
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VD TO

Private or church univer-
sity:

Up to 200_-
201 to 400
401 to 600
001 to SOO
801 to 1,200
1,201 to 2,000.
Above 2,000mm.. _ -
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All institutions:
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The percents in table 5 are somewhat higher than those in table 4,
indicating that the numbers received by transfer without completing
any regular short curriculum are greater than the numbers feceived on
conwleting some regularly organized curriculum. " the median
percentage in table 5 is 4, it must be remembered tha this represents
only the transfers received during I year. If all the students in the
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12 CONTINUITY OF COLLEGE- ATTENDANCE

total enrollment who had been so received were counted, pmbably the
median percentage of such students would be at least 10. That is, in
the typical college of liberal arts, at least one-tenth of the students
start their work in some other college and transfer to the given college
without having compreted any short curriculum in the former college.

Caution must be used in interpreting tairfact? Many justifiable
reasons may account for students changing from oné college to another
in the middle of a course. Change of residence of the family, for ex-
ample, accourgs for many such transfers.

The alternative form of the qiiestion was stated thus: "If the above
information is not available4 please give the number of transfer std-

.dents admitted as: Freshmen Sophomores Juniors
Seniors

The answers were reduced to percentages of the total enrollment
(the juniors and seniors were combined), and the mll Isles were then
distributed in table 6 according to giese percentages. The table is
read the same as table 5.

Of the 281 colleges reporting, 211 receive less than 2 percent of their
students as freshmen traisfers. This percentage is small in all types
of institutions but public &lieges receive more than other types, thus
indicating the tendency of students to transfer more commonly- to
public institutions than to other types without completing their fresh-
man work elsewhere.

More transfer Atudents enter as sophomores than as freshmen.
Aboukas many enter as sophomores as enter both junior and senior
classes combined. This when considered with table 5 would seem to
indicate that the transfer time is most commonly after a year in
college but before completing any organized curriculum.

Examining more particularly the section of table 6 which deals with
publicly controlled colleges, it will be noted that 11 of the 50 insti-
tutions, receive 6 percent or more of their totft enrollmelit as itmior
or senior tranaer students. It will be recalled that in publicly con-
trolled institutions as a group less than one-third of the'enrollment are
juniors and seniors. Assuming that the 1 1-institutions noted above
are tipical with respect to the percentages of theii enrollments who
are juniors and seniors, then these 11 colleges admitted 18 -or more
percent of their junior and senior classes in 1935-36 as transfers that
year. Since a like number may havelven received the previous year,
it is safe to assume that from a fourth to a third of the present junior
and senior classes had tiansfetred to the college as juniors or seniors.
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CONTINUITY OF COLLEGE ATTENDANCE 13
TABLE 6. DISTRIBUTION OF COLLEGES ACCORDING TO THE PER-CENT THAT THE NUMBER ENTERING BY TRANSFER AS (A)' FRESHMEN, (B) SOPHOMORES, (C) JUNIORS AND SENIORS IS OFTHE TOTAL ENROLLMENV

Colleges 'grouped by type
of control and by enroll-
ments

Ñumber of colleges having the following ikrtents

Freshmen

0.1
to
1.9

Protestant:
Up to 200 12
201 to 400 36
401 to 600 15
601 to 800 9

Total 72

Catholic:
Up to 200 20
20110 400 19
401 to 600
601 to 800 2

Total I 47
=1111

Private:
Up to 200 5
201 to 400 13
401 to 600_ ..... 8
601 to 800 12

r

Total las
Public:

Up to 200
201 to 400 1
401 to 600 5
601 to 800 6
801 to 1,200.... 8
1,201 to 2.000_ _ 4
Above 2,000 _ _ _ 2

Total 21

Private or church univer-
sity:

Up to 200 1
201 to 400
401 to 600 3
001 to 800 1

801 to 1,200..............
1,201 to 2,000
Above 2,000 3

28

2
to
3.9

4 6
to or
5.9 more

4 5

1 1
7 3
3
1

142 I

1

1

.111 institutions:
Up to 200 38
201 to 400 77
401 to SOO 37
601 to 800 ao
801 to 1,200
1,201 to 2.000 9

15

1111111aNamr

Total- liii

3

1
2
4
1

4

11
gloaallaala

2
3
1

1

1

8

- - -

1
2
1

4

a MO.

a a

a ab

1

2

m
. 1

3
2 1

1

1

54

1

16
7
6

4
4

a

2
1

a.. 4110

1

111

Al

Total

15
48
19
lo

20
20
6
2

48

5
16
8

17

46

9
11
12
6
7

e

1 2
5 3
4 2
3 3
1 1
1 1
1 1

41MMIIMMIND

2
12
8
2

10
7
4

45

42
101
ao
42

13
11

Sophomores

0.1
to
1.9

7

lii 13 $1
k

2
to
3.9

8

4
to
5.9

9

8 7 1

24 17 7
9 8 2.
3 5 2

Al 37 12
aaMMIa

10
9
5
2

7
10

1

.11 18

2 2
10 6
4 3

11 3

27

3
2

1

8

1

4
A 4

3

.21

19
49
21
20

3

123

14

3
3
4
4
3
2

19

1

4
5
1

4
3

18

17
40
20
13
8
6
2

IN

2
1

aaaialiala

AIM a I I MI a a

2
1

1

2
2
3

11

a.

2

1

4
12
4
4
3
2

n.

6
or

more

10

1

AP .4w a

1
a NM

1

2

3

_ .

3
3
4

2

12

1

1

aw11

2

5

5

2

19

Total

e

11

Juniors and seniors-

0.1
to
1.9

2
to
3.9

MI
12 13

15 4
48 23 20
t9

4
7
4

92 42 SS

20 10 7
20 9 7
6 4 1

2 2

48

5
18
8

17

4$

5
9

11

12
6
7

SO

2
12
8
2

10
7
4

4$

42
101
50
42

13
11

25

3
9
4

11

27

3
4
2
1

2

1$

1

9
3

6
4
2

26

21
51
22
21
8
5
4

1$

2
6
3
2

13

2
5
3
3
2
1

11

a

2
1

2
2
1

4
to
5.9

14

6
or Total

more

3 1

3 2
4 _

II 1'

11
.1110.

3
4

3

a.

dl
3
3
1

10

ta

is
2

2

7

13 7
36 11
18 5
10 6
5 5
4 3
2 ,2

88 N

.araa

15
48
19'
10

4 92

20
20

6
2

1 43.
5

18
1 8
1 17

1 5
9

3 11

4 12

3 7

..._ 2
12

3 8
2

10
1 7

4

4 46

1 42
3 101
5 50
5 42
4 22
1 13
3 11

It I 281

The difference in this respect between publicly controlled colleges
and those under other forms of control is too great to be accounted
for by chalice, even though the 'numbibr of institutions concerned is

s

.

...... 6

.as

... .. . an.

_

..... _

_ _

.

,
.

_ le....
V . s

7
a

. Total

-
Above %NO:. - a 15

.

N. em

. .

..

1

e

4.

4

41

a

3
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.
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1
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4

not large. It is quite clear that more 'students transfer to publicly
controlled colleges than to other types not only as freshmen but as
sophomores and as juniors or seniors. ,

An examination of the final section of table 6 makes itclear that the
larger colleges admit relatively more transfer students as juiliors and
seniors than do the smaller colleges: r However, there is little relation
between the size-of college and the percentages of enrollmeht admitted

, as freshman or as sophomore transfer students..

TRANSFERRED TO OTHER COLLEGES.

- The final question on the questionnaire was stated thus:
°Number of studebts who transferred from your college to enter some other

college or university in 1935-36:
(a) On completing the lower division or some other curriculum of less than

four years.
(b) Without completing any .regularly organized curriculum.

The answers to (a) and (b) were reduced to percentages of thè total
enrollment, and the colleges distributed in table 7 according to these
percentages. The question is very difficult to answer accurately be-
cau.si few colleges follow up their students after giving them an
honorable dismissal and a transcript of the': record. Neverthe-
less, 214 colleges aniwered question (d) and 266 answered question (b).

Noting first the left-land section of table 7 which concerns the
transfers on completing some organized short curriculum, rit will be
observed that of the 22 Protestant colleges enrolling up to 200 studentt
eachi 9 transferred le&s than 2 percent of their enrollment ta some
other college during 1935-36, on completing some regular curriculum.
Three of these colleges transfelered 8 or more percent. Considering
,the total of all types of colleges:, 99 out of 214 transfer less than 2

, percent ot their enrollment.per year to some other college, on com-
e pleting a regularly organized curriculum. On the other hand, 32 of

the colleges transfer 8 percent or more of their enrollment per year
in this way.

The right-hand section Qf table 7 concerns the students who transfer
to some other college without completing any organized curriculum.
It will be noted that the distributions in this section on the whole are-
not greatly unlike those of the other sectiom The percentages are
in general a little larger. This mewls that by and large the colleges
tralisfer a few more students who have not completed any regular
cmpuhim than students who have.

4

414 I *I
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TABUS 7.DISTRIBUTION OF COLLEGES ACtORDING TO Tilt PER-
CENT THAT THE NUMBER TRANSFERRING IN 1935-36 TO SOME
OTHER COLLEGE (A) ON COMPLETING THE LOfER DIVISION OR
SOME Ct_THER tESS-THAN-4-YEARS' CURRICULUM, (B) WITHOUT
COMPLETING ANY ORGANIZED CURRICULUM IS OF THE TOTAL
ENROLLMENT

alostilb

Colleges grouped br
types of control and
by enrollments

0.11e 23 ts40)

'1

1 t 3

Number of colleres having the following percents-

On completing some curriculum

Protestant:
Up to 230
201 jo 400
401 to fAX)

. 801 to 800

1,44a1

Catholic:
Up to 200
201 to 400
401 to 800
801 to MO

ireta1

Privet*:
Up to 200

401 to MO
801 to 800

Total.

Public:
Up to 200
201 to 400_
401 to MO
601 to 800
801 to 1,200
1,201 to 2.000
Above

Total_

9
16
3
2

30

11
7
4
1

4

1

17

41.00MIM11

Without completing.organizPd cur-
riculum *-

4 to 6 to 8 or 2 to
5.9 ; 7.9. more ! U 414" 1.9 3.9

4 .,...

4 2
7 3
3 1

3
7

3
10

Private or churchiuni-
natty:

Up to 200
. 201 to 400

401 to 600
801 to 800
901 to 1,200
1,201 to 2.000
Above 2,000_

All institutions:
Up to
201 to 400
401 to 600
.01 to 900 . .
801 to 1,200
1 2 .00...
A

3-
2

2

3

10

1
3

===
1

2
2
1

.=1=111M0

. . .

2
1

2

5
3
1

11

2
4 O. OP.

7

22
42
10
1

5
19
9

4 to
5.9

111

Total

13

.

......
a* Mo

0,011D.

..... .000110.

1 .

11 5
14 10 2
8 1 1

2

r2
19
4

46

2 1 2
, 14 5 3

6 2
12 4 3'

19

12

i 4

1 0110 ii
1

5

4
2
1

IS 7

22 7
40 16
12 12 .

13
6

4
1

41
99 se

4 1

1

1

1

1 1

7

8
13 5
5 1

2
1
1

2 1

110 14

4

15

2
3

5

3
14
8
1

5
3
3

37

1

3
1

1

4

14

1

2
2

0

1 1

c .
1
I . . .

,

1

2
3
1

8
14

3

a. 40

33

50 19
88 40
36 16 .

20 8
10 3
3 . 3
7 5

114 I 94

10
21
8
5
3
1

01000,
49

10

- 9
5
a
2......

411

6
12
9
3

ai

elMIN

SS

A

6
8
6

4

X

2
1 10

4
2
7
A

1 3

17
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,
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CONTINUITY OF ATTENDANCE IN RELATION T 0 ENDOWMENT

The foregoing tables with the brief comments and interpretations
concerning each one tell the principal quantitative story of. continuity
of college attendance when all the Colleges are grouped together into a
few catagories. There'are many other forms of college grouPing into
wahich the daa might be thrown. Only one of these possible groupings
will be considered here.

The question is sometimes asked whether colleges with relatively
small endowments tend to lose their students at the end of the sopho-
mote year more so than do colleges with larger endowments. It seems
important to attempt to answer that question by a special grouping
of the colleges. S

Each of the three catagoriesProtestant, Catholic, and private
was divided into three groups:' (1) Those having 60 percnt or fewe'r of
their enrollments in the combined freshman and sophomore classes.;
(2) those having more than 60 percent but less than 70 percent; and
(3) those having 70 percent or mort of, their enrollments in the
combined freshman and sophomore classes. No "Use was made of the
middle group, but for each of the colleges in groups (1) and (3), there
-was calculated the percentage whicidthe income from itudent tees for
educational purposes was of inCome from endowment. Figures found

- in the Office of Education biennial statistical report on 'higher educi-
tion, 1931-32, were used for these

The distribution of colleges in group (1) according to the .pekcentages
thus calculated is given in table 8, and the distribution of colleges in
group (3) is given in table 9. Table 8 reads as. followi: Of the 30
Protestant colleges flaying 60 percent or fewer of their enrollments in
tee freshmaii and sophomore dasses, 3 have from 51 to 100 percent
as much educational income from student fees as from endowment.
At the other end of the scale 2 .Protestant colleges hive educationtil,
income fróm sliudènt fee.s which is -more. than 1,000 percent of the
endowment inOm%e,.or 10 times as great.

In tables 8 -and 9 certain totals are smaller than would be expected
from tile figures in table i . These discrepencies are exp1ain9d in
footnotes to the tables.
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Tams S.DISTRIBUTION OF COLLEGES HAVING 60 PERCENT OR
FEWER OF THEIR ENROLLMENTS IN THE COMBINED FRESHMAN
AND SOPHOMORE CLASSES, ACCORDING TO THE PERCENT THAT
THE EDUCATIONAL INCOME FROM STUDENT FEES IS OF THE
INCOME FRQSI ENDOWMENT

Percents

0 to 50
51 to 100
101 to ISO-.
151 to 200_ _

301 to 400
401 to 500...
501 to MO._ .

Proto, Catho 1
Prir.atP Totaltwit lic

5 12 4

3
4
2
4
1

5
4

1

1

3
5
5
4
5
6 r

PertNentk

lk.

Protes Catho- Pr.vsy Tot I;tant I;c

2 3 4 II

4 001 to 700
;

.) .
.

3
S ii 701 to W... . 1

.. . 2
10 1 1 801 to 900._ .... 1

7 901 to 1.000 ...r .. . . . _
10 ' 1 Over 1,000 2 3
7 i

1'
5

1

Total as 7 29 1 it
4 1 Median . . 24e

1 Protestant college reponed student tees but no endowment income; 2 Protestant colleges were not'
listed in 1931-3Z and 3 Catholic colleges were not listed in 1931-32; 15 otber Catholic colleges reported
student km but no endowment income.

TABLE 9.7-1ASTRIBUTION OF COLLEGES HAVING 70 PERCENT OR
MORE OF THEIR ENROLLMENTS IN THE COMBINED FRESHMAN
AND SOPHOMORE CLASSES, ACCORDING TO Tilt PpICENT THAT
THE EDUCATIONAL INCOME PROM STUDENT FEES IS OF ,THE
INCOME FROM ENDOWMEN 64

Percents

0 to 50 t
51 to 100.. r_
101 to
151 to 300
301 to 300
301 to 400
401 to NO
601 to SOO.

ta
Prows- I Catbo- private

lic

2
2

13,
5

3

2
40 4E,

4

.. ...
4

2
1

2

Total i

2
2
7

13
7
4
5

Porcents

001 to 700
701 to 800 di

901 to 1.006
Over 1,000

Inotai
Malian

Protes- 1Cat ho- pnvste, Total
taut . lic

at,

3
1

3

4 1

se 4

a 4.

4
1

3

5

a

6 other Protestant colleges reported student fees but DO endowment income; 6 other Catholic colleges
reported student fees but no endowment income; privately controlled student leis but
no endowment bloom; 4 other Catholic colleges were not listed in

college
and 319312; roetgredprfrately controlled

colleges reported se 'Fula colleges in 193142

These tables reveal that there is littli or nó relation between the
ratio of income frpm studönt fees to ificome from endowment rid the
percentage ivhilt the freslunen -and 'sophomores are of the total
einrollment.. In other woidii colleges ha*ing 70 parent or niolii3 of
dieir students in the fredinan and .sophomore duke have but little
'lower ratio of student fees to endowment, inçome than do 'the co
having only 60 percent or fwer of tleir, 4udents "in the
sophomore classes.
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APPENDIX

QUESTIONNAIRE USED
6.

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OriPICE ()F EDUCATION

.

WASHINGTON

A study of. the continuity of student attendance-in-coireges of arts and sciences

Name of
InformatiOn supplied by _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ Address _ _

Title _

All questions refer only to the college -of arts and soiencetr, and only to regular
iftutléilts enrolled in undergráifilate curricula. Omit all special, irregular; and
graduate students..
1. Disiribution of, enrollment, October: 1935:

. an.

s Freshmen _ m.

..

*

Sophofriores _ _ _ Juniors _ _ _ _ Seniors _ _ _

6f 193tb_ . Number of these graduates,
who entered the college as:

Freshmen _ _ _ _ Sophomores _ _ _ _ Jiit --. Seniors _ _ _ _ _ _

3. Number of studenlovetived by transfer from other institu ring 1935-36:
. a.' On completing the lower division ór some other curriculdm o than

I H 4 Years ._ _ _-....._ -_-.- I..' ,.. . a

b. Without coffipleting any regularly organised eurifculum
Ibthe above information is ilot available,. please aniwér the following:

Nuniber (If transfer students adinitted as:. . ,. .
SeniorsFreshmen _ _ _ ...... _ tophoniores.., _e_. , _ ..i.uniors

4. Num,ber tft itudetits w.ho tramdeited NM rour ccillege to enter soOp.other C'ol-

.16

J

V.

lege or university. in 1935-46!
a. On'climpleting thelòwg division or some other curriculum of lepithan

4 years _ _ _ .

b. Without.completin
(This questioh desitned

than-for4ear curiicula7kuch
lege sttidy nob pireleed by yoùr
end of the low diVision: It
transfei while in the mi *curriculum)

.

y reguli* ówinj:zed curriculupi _

ascertain the ktent of d;velopment of shorter-
as premglical, whIch lead- to more .advalicid ào1-
institution as vell as the extent of transfer at Ole
is . 1 Oefgned to ascertain how many stud6ntii

. 19 .

ob,

_

ir 4

b e 4 .

t s
1 911). .1.: Itt . 11. . Nit

. 4* ".?4,0(
' I..' V V. r _ , ,

--, . 11.11."
.7.4 ...

_4- , . , '
I; ..**0

! . *

- -
-* 4 Alt". . .

.

. - - IS L.
.% . ;** # eC 4.Zi: 41. .t.:412e3:01.4. 1....14,14,m I I

4

,

A

3

1.

E-

.

os

.

-. ¡

o

s ,
college .. _ _s__ _ _ _ _ _ _': _ _ .. .._ .. MP a. . ... m..» go

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _

'

.

_ --Total
. -)11 c: .. .
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Study of failures during fall term of 1930 in the colleges of liberal arts and edtication at the University
of Minnesota, showing that in case of former college, chances were less than 4 out of 100 that a failing
student will reach the upper classes. In case of latter, trend was not definite.

GOODRICH, T. V. Flunking college freshmen. School executives magazine, 51;
-

3-5; 80; 313, September 1931.
Discussion of questionnaire replies on limitation of college entrance and flunking of freshmen u a

solution of the problem of the increasing demand for education beyond high school.

HALs, WYATT W. Comparative holding power of junior colleges and regulir
four-year colleges. Phi Delta Kapten, 13: 69-44) October 1930.

Compares the holding power of 38 junks oolleges distributed among 22 States and 21 4yeaicolleges
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A statialtical history of the claw of 1928 in 38 land-grant college and universities from entrance as
freshman class of 22,000 In 1924 through to graduation, sbdwing additions to and withdrawals from the
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All the reports include data for higher instliutions In the Southern territory only except the two
earliest. They show a wide range of difference in percentages of failures in the various types of insti-
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Scaionam, H. ., and WOOD, E. R. Success and 'failure of college students.
Emporia, Nam., Kansas state teachers college, January 1931. 103 p.
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