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Foreword:.

11

it t .
r rHIS BULLETIN is one of a series reporting the findings of investigationsI undertaken during 1936-37 under the Project in Research in Universi-
ties of the Offite of Educatión. The project Was financed under the

. Emergency Rèlief Appropriation Act of 1935, and conducted in accordance
with administrative regulations of the Works Pilogress Administration.
tudy findings in addition to those reported in this series will be mad&

available in other Office of Education or institutional publications.
The Project in Research in Universities represents ba unique and signifi-;

cant innovation in cooperative research. Sixty uiliversities and "compa-
tible institution's located in 32 States, theDistrict of. Columbia, and.Hawaii
combined efforts with the Office of Education lo conduct 40 studiès,. 23

' of which weie proposed by' the Office and 17 by the institutidns. Each
institution was invited to participate in all of the approved studies that it
was in a position to tindertake. .From 1 0%14 studies were conducted in
rach institution, and a total of}riore than 150 separate study reports were
niade to the Office of Education. ..

,
An important feature of the project was the widespread and cooidinated

attack on each problem by 'number of universities at the sime time. Each -

study proposed by At Offipe of Education and accepted 1:ir the universi-
conducted'

,

Moreties was by two or institutions. As -Triany-as .31 institu-
do'ns, loca.ted in 20 States repmentative

,

majorof each m% geographical divi-
sion of the country, participated in 1 study alone. The- task of planning,
administering, and supeivising the many subjects and studies on a national
scale, under complei and often difficult conditions, demanded the finest
type of cooperative endeavor. -Except two places where qualified..relief
workers could not be found or retained, every institution which actually
begaklyyrk on the project carried it through to successful completion. The
fine professional spirit in which responiibility for the work was acc

comp'
pted

and. maintained by the institutions made possible the successful tion
of the project within approximately 1 year.

WM this professional spirit of cQoperation in wortiv-while research and
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study of educational problems was manifested a strong huminitarian'desire
to join hands with Federal agencies striving during the years of the depre-
sion to afford gainful and socially desirable employment to college grad-
uates or former college studenti in the type of work for which they eie
best prepared. For these contributions to educational rese4rch and to the
social good of the Nation, the Office of Education extends to its colleagues
anehelpeis in the universities of the country its grateful aCknowledgment
ind appreciation.

This bulletin presents the results of a study of the economic status of rural
teachers. The incomes of these teachers have recently been lower than in
many years. Rising living standards, increased demands for higher edu-
cational qualifications, trowing needs for genuine and stable leadership
in the rural schools, all point to. the necessity of giving more attention to
the problem of making this field of teaching attractive economically. The

=. study, therefore, concerns itself with the whole question of the incomei of
rural teachers, with the ways in which these teáchers use their incomes,
and with their assets and debts. Data are presented also to show the rela-.

tionship of such factors as types of school taught, age of teachers, years
in the profession, extent of education, number and types of depend-
ents, etc., upon incoine ind expenditures of teachers. In short, the
whole purpose of this stuay was to bring together some basic statis*s
which tvould be helpful to those intereste4 in the improvement of.the

,

status of the tdral teacher.

C :

.

NirraIls

a

ar

BESS GOODYKOONTZ,

Assistant Commissioner of Education.
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Econortik Status of Rural
l'achers

fir

4110

ASTUDY of the economic status of rural teachers concerns more than their
salaries. The cost of roorit and board as well as other commodities

and services essential to a teacher's well-being varies considerably among
communities. Tbe standard of living may be higher in one locality than-
in another. In *addition to these factors there is the question of family and
the number of dependents. Teaching in the rural schools cannot rise to the
level of a profession unless men and women can depend upon the income it
affords to maintain a home and rear a family. Unless the salaries are such
as to enable a person to choose rural teaching as a permanent field of work,
the _profession will continue to attract a transitory and relatively untrained
body of young people whose aim in life will be to get into the larger schools

_or into-occupations other than teaching. Questions concerned with teach-
ers' inComes from sources other thin salaries for teaching must also be con-
sidered if the economic welfare of the teachers is to be understood.

Thus far but little information along these lines has been brought tp-.
gether. Salary studies hava from time to time pointed out that differences
in salaries paid in different school systems are in part justified_ by pecujiar
economic conditions. Unt4 ,recently no large body of facts has become
available whereby all the related factors may be intelligently evaluated or
given weight in considering the economic, status of the teachers. The
National Education Associatión i recently published the results of án ex-

- tensive investigation bf the economic statut of teachers of city schools and
appointed a special committee-4o make a similar study of this whole situa-
tion in the rural schools. Other recent studies limited'iò one or more as-
pects of the teaghers' economic status have also been made. These dealt,
for example, with the relationship of salarip to the cost of living,' the pur-*

I National Education Association. Research Division. The Teacher's Economic Position. Research bul.
lain of the National Education Association, 13: 165-267, September 1935.

National Education Association. Department of Classroom Teachers. The Economic Welfare of Teachers,
Washington* D. C., The Association, 1911. , 4 oe

Ms, W. C. Teachers' Salaries and The Con of Living. Palo Alto, Calif., Stanford University Press, 1933.
Ham, David P. (Jr.) Cost of Liviniin the State of New York. New York, N. Y.,Teachen College, Columbia

University, 1928.
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chasiog power of 3 the teacher's dollar for one period compared with that
of another. Despite the fact that in the larger urban centers the teachers
1.ave from two to three times as Much pay as those in the smaller schools,
nearly all of the studies of economic status have been concerned with the
teachers employed in the larger cities.

The situation in rural schools is particularly critical. Salaries in most
rural centers have been drastically reduced at a time when the cost of living
was rising. Higher qualifications are demanded. The disparities lletween
the salaries of city teachers and rural teachers are growing wider. The
lowest paidteachers, almost always found in the -rural schools, are airected
most. The present study, though limited in a number ofways, attempts (1)
to stimulate thought on the problem, (2) to present some basic data, and
(3) to cite some related studies which may be helpful in clarifying the issues
involved.

s Butsch, Russell L C. Trends in tbe Purchasing Power of Teachers' Salaries. American School Board
Journal, 87: 18-20, October 1933.

March, Arthur L. Teachers' Salaries and Living Costs in 1929-30. Washington Journal of Education
10: 200-201, March 1931.
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Procedure and Scope of the Study

;

E IGIIT UNIVERSITIES completel the research connected with this study,
and a number of others expressed an interest in it. Coordination be-.

tween the several cooperating universities was secured (1) by using similar
inquiry forms, (2) by tabulating the data on forms worked .out by ,the study
coordinator in the.Office ot Education; and (3) by applying the same statis-
tical treatment to the data reported. Where it was deemed necessary the
local units varied the forms suggested for use in the study as a whore by
making certain additions. But where such additions were made the result-
ing materials were tabulated separately for local use. Every effort was
made to think through in advance all phases of the study and to plan in
detail all matters relating to its.suçcess as a coordinated undertaking. Each
cooperating institution prepared a brief summary of the data making such ,

analysis as would be 'helpful to their understanding, and noting carefully
any conditioning factors. The data reported for the study, therefore, are
comparable in every detail. Upon reaching the Office of Education the
several reports were studied and the summary data from each institution k

consolidated into tables so as to produce a fairly clear% picture of each of
the various aspects of the problem under investigation.

All major sectionrof the United States except the Rocky Mountain and
far Western regions are represented in the study.' FrQm five States the
dáta reported are for teachers- of White sOools only; for one, Tennessee,
data are presentN separatély for the whiteand Negro schools; and for one,
Maryland, they include both white and Negro teachers, the proportion
being 5 to 1. Only the rural teachers living.within the respective States
studied by the coopérating institutions were included. In Tennessee, the
studies for the white and Negro teachers were gathered separately and in,
different universities. The State school authorities were in no way respon-
sible for the data except to grant *mission for making the sttidies.

The 8 universities which completed units of this còordinated study sent the

The names and logstions of the participating universities, togethet :with ihe names and cacti titles of am
Persons responsible Wand assisting in this coordinated study, are listed on the back of the title page.

3
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questionnaire to a total of 38,768 rural teachers. Of these, 5,431, or 14.1
percent, returned usable replies. - The percentages returned ranged from
341 in one State to 43 in another (table 1). Estimaterwere requested wiiere
ekact information was not available. The rural teachers participating in
this investigation did so voluntarily, and were, protected with respect to
their names and localities. Moreover, the care with which the form 2 was
filled in suggests that most of those supplying the information made of it a
serious business. It is, *erefore, believed that the data presented by this
study are sufficiently ace urate to provide góod indices of the actual situation.

In fite of the States attempts were made to make the -Vtidy Stalte-wide.
In others the forms were sent to the' rural teachers of representative counties
only. The data -supplieci are probably not representative for the Nation as a
whole, but ¡or soda 6f the States for which data are presented they should
provide fairly reliabl pictures.

TABLE 1 .States to which forms were _sent and number and proportion returned

State
Number of
forms sent

out

Illinois
Maryland.
Oklahoma
Tennessee: -

Negro
White

Texas
Vermont
Wiaconiin

Total

7, 000
3, 694
1, 700

1, 000
5, 48S
8, 000
1, 889

10, 000

Forma returned

Number Percent

38, 768

4

1, 035 14. 8
668 18. 1
310 18. 2

430 43.0
. 1, 010 1R. 4

269 3. 4
488 Air 25. 8

1, 221 " 12. 2
.male

5, 431 14.1

The detailed data supplied by the questionnaires were tabulated for each
State at the several institutions particip.ating and treàted as though each
study were independent. . Specific directions were followed so that the
master distribution tables resulting were similar item for item for each
aspect of the problem. The tables were arranged so as to reveal the range
between the highest and the lowest salaries of teachers, as well as the
central tendencies, for each of the factors studied. Similar procedures were
outlined for computing the summary measures needed. The distributions,
together with The computations, were checked and ve ffice of
Eciiication, and consolidated as indicated in the accompaiiying tables.

1. Four types of summarrmeasures were computed in connection with each
of the factors involved in the study. They underiake to answer three*

I See appendix.
Assistance was obtained In checking, !saying, and consolidating the data from all of the institutions by

special arrangement with technicians from Howard University, Washington, D. C

I
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basic qúestions: (1) How many teachers provided usable information from
each State in connection with a given question? (2) What is the average
or typical practice for each type of data? (3) What is the range of the
middle 50 percent of the Oistribution in each case?

The four types of summary measures used in answering these three ques-
tions may in general be defined as follows: "Total cases" means the num..
her of teachers reporting on each question; "median" means that measure
in each distribution which most closely fits the middle teacher when a count
is /taken from either extreme of the distribution; "Qi" is the measure in
each distrihutibelow which there are 25 percent of the cases; and "Qi"
is the. measure below which there are 75 percent of the teachers. "QI" is

_ofterì referred to as the 25th percentile point in a distribution, and "Q3" as
the 75th percentile point. That portion of a given distribution falling be-
tween these quartile points is co*monly known as the interquartile range.
It includes the middle 50 perceni of the cases reported in connection with
each question.

The teachers risponding were requested to give all data for the period
from September 1, 1934, to Auwt 31, 1935. The information relating to
incomes or outlays, presented in this study, therefore, covers an entire year.
Where estimaterykere used this fact wv to be indicated. In cases where
the answers contained items which had to be derived through computation,
definite formulas Were provided to insure unIformity of response.

The number of teachers supplyirig information varies considerably for
the several factors studied. This is explained by the fact that there were
more teachers of one type reporting than of another type.\ It is further ex-
plained by the fact that some of the teachers gave most of the information
but failed to answer certain questions. yor some States the number of cases
reported for a given type of teacher is consistently smallnneaning either
that there are few schools of that type within the area canvassed or thai few
of the teacheis reported. For example, data for open country schools hav-
ing teaching staffs Of three to six tçachers are in most instances few and
those for schools with as many as seven teachers are fewer still. Where the
numbtr of teachers reporting was 10 or fewer no medians or quartiles were
computed and the spaces in the several tables wtere left blank. Although it
is recognizid that suéh measures based-on distributions of fewer than 25 or
30 cases may, not be reliable, they may-be accepted with, qualifications.
The validity of the medians as represintative measures ofthe true .situation
may in part be determined from the spread of the interquartile range. A
small number of cases and a wide range means that the median has doubt-

value; a narrow range,.on the other hand, means that the cases, although
in number; are grouped closely about the central tendency, thui making

the median a fair measure of the factor in questiol.

....
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Type and Use of Statistical Data presented

THE STATISTICS in this study relate to four major aspects of the economic
status of rural teachirs and the relationship of these to certain pro-

fessional and soial variables. The first series of tables presented (tables
2-8) is devoted to the incomes of rural teachers; the second (tables 9-12)
centers attention upon the expenditures made by these teachers; the third
(tables 13-15) relates to the general question of the economic assets and
liabilities of rural teachers under varying conditions; and' the fourth,
consisting of but two tables (tables 16 and 18) presents data on the relation-
ship of the money these teachers have invested in education to the types

of schools in which they are employed and to the salaries they receive as

teachers.

ANNUAL SALARIES AND OTHER INCOMES OF
RURAL TEACHERS

Teachers' receipts, by size of school.--The data relating to the problems
involved in the annual salaries and other 1-eceipts of the rural teachers
are considered first from die standpoint of the size of the school (table 2).
Priority has been given to this aspect of the problem becaux the "rural
school" in itself represents, variable quantity which must be broken into
subgroupings more homogeneous in character. Grouping the schools by
size is perhaps the easiest method of showing the "ruralness7 of these salools.

One-teacher and two-teacher schools are almost without eiception located
in the more sparsely settlécl communities and attended by farm children:
Schools of three to six and seven or more teachers located in the open

country also serve farm children, but they are found in the more thickly

populated agricultural commbnities and are organized similarly to urban
The village and town schools vary in size from three-teacher

schools attended chiefly by farm children to larger schools resembling
city schQoLs in organization and curriculum offered.

Only two aspects of the income of the rural teachersinvestigated are shown
4110
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here., 1;hey are (1) the 'salary," and (2) the "total receipts" 'As the
term implies, the first-named gives the net incóhie of the teacktérs from salary
for teaching, or to .1?e more exaot the 'salary remaining, áfier deductions
have been made for discounts and other losses from warrants, deductions
for retirement funds,' and the like. Total receipts include the annual
salary for teaching, but in addition show the earnings from work other than
teaching, contributions received from friends and relatives, business in-
comes, money borrowe.d, withdrawals from previous savings, and the iike.

The use of tiiese data may be illustrated from the st4tistics presented for
Wisconsin (table 2) . Of the 800 teachers of dne-ioom schools reporting,
the median teacher had in 1934---:5 an annual school sarary of $643; 25
percent received less than $581; and 25 percept received more than $697
per year. The total receipt's of the median teacher was $687, ihcluding
an average amount from sources other ,than 'salaries for teaching of $44 per
year (median total receipts minus median salary income). There was
considerably wider variation in nonteaching receipts than in teaching
incomes. In the co_e-rooin schools of Wisconsin the typical teacher at fhe
first quartile had tiointeaching receipts of $36 per year while tht one at the
third quartile received $100 from such sources.

Teachers of two-teacher schools had both a larger salary median than
those of one-teacher schools and a higher total median for other than
salary income, showing medians of $712 and $86, respectively. This same
tendency for both types of receipts to be higher as the schools become larger
may also be observed for the successive41asses of schools. Almost without
eicception the rural teachers reported some receipts from sources other than
teaching. Such receipts, howeve?, were for the most part small and, as
will appear later (table-8), the major portions'of such nonteaching receipts
came from contributions of relatives o5her than children and from borrowed
funds.

Teachers' receipts, by types of services rendered. There were marked differ-
ences in receipts between teachers teaching only elementary grades, those
teaching partly grade and partly high-schwool cl4sses, those teaching
secondary pupils only, and those in supervisory 2 positions (table 3). Data
for Maryland, for example, ihoW salary °medians of $948, $1,180, $1,232,
and $1,800, respectively, for these various classes of services to the rural
sChools. Receipts from sources other than teaching are, $88, $153, $108,
and $315, respectively. It appears from these, and from comparable data
'for the other States, that those teaching secondary pupils not only are
paid higher salaries, but they also have somewhat high& nonteaching re-
ceipts than those teaching elementary pupils, and that those occupying

I For purposes of this study retirement funds usually considered part of net earnings are deducted.
I Only those persona were wetted who devoted half or more of their time to the upervWoo

of rural teachers.
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supervisory positions receive still more from both sources. Since teachers
are commonly promoted from grade-school positions to tigh-school or
to supervisory duties,
teithing;may be due
types of services.

Teachers' .receipts, in r
next presented tb sho
amount ollieireduca
of professional experie
position (table 5). It
should bsentitlecr to a
ure should help a teac
the economic income
however, that training
receive comparatively
In Illinois, for example
less had a salary of $59

the differences noted, especially those in salaries for
n part to factors other than pay graduated to varying

lation toyears of training, experience, gand tenure.Data are
'the relation of the receipts of rural teachers (1) to the
n 6r training (table 4), (2) to the length of their years

ce, and (3) to the years they have been in the same
ay be assumed that a teacher with more education

larget s4lary. Likewise longer experiepce and ten-
er to give better service which should be reflected in
rovided. The differences in salary medians show,
n the high-school level, 1 year or 2 years of college
little monetary reCognition in the rurai schools.
the median teacher with high-school education or

those with 1 year of college had $592, and tliose
with 2 years of college had. $558. Training higher than the sophomore
year of college was, apparently, mori substantially rewarded. The median
teacher in the same State who_ had 5 years or more I college training
received nearly twice as much salary as the pne with 2 years of college or
less. Similar relationships between salaries and education, although
perhaps not quite as' marked, may be observed in the other States, except
iii the case of the Negro teachers of Tennessee. The latter had nearly
the same salary income regardless of amount of training. The explanation
is probably to be found in the fact that since.all of the .alaries reported for
this group are but little above the subsistence level those with little training
could not be paida great deal less than those having more training, and
still maké a living. There may, of course, be other factors involved.
Receipts other than salaries slum no definite relationships to amount of

Rural teachers do not receive salary increases in proportion to education
until th4 have 2 years of normal school training% or the equivaient. It is
probable thit those reaching the higher standards also occupy the higher
teaching positions. The differences noted in the salaries paid might, there-
fote, reflect differences in type of position quite as muck as amounts of
training.

Additional years of experience and tenure appear to have a fairly direct
relationship to salaries in all States supplying data (table 5). Receipts
from sources other than salaries also show increases with these factors. The
median rural teacher of Illinois, for example, with 1 year of prokssionl
everience has a salary of ;534; the one with 6 or more years of experience
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is paid $690; nonteaching incomes vary from. $72 to $173, respectively.
Teachers Who were in tli#r positions for the first year were paid a Median
salary of $554; those in the same schools for more than 6 years received $905;
nonteacting incomes were, respectively, $116 and $148. The other States
show differentials in salary with increases in the years of experience
and tenure. The number of years a teacher holds the same position seems
in most States to have a greater effect upon salary incomes than total pro-
fessional experience. But even after 6 or more years of service rural teach-
ers' salaries remained extremely low when comil-ared to incomes in other
types of activities. In n.o Statetexcept Maryland did such salaries exceed
$1,000; in several States they did not greatly exceed $600.

Teacher? receipts,.by number of dependents.It is also significant in a study of
the econoinic status of rural teachers to inquire concerning the number of
dependents whose support must come from the salaries and other receipts
of these teachers.' Separate information was gathered to show the receipts
of those who had Children to support and those who had dependents other
than children. However, táble 6 presents the situation only by total num-
ber of dependents. First, it will be of interest to note whether or not these
teachers had dependents And what kinds. An average of 3 out of 10 rural
teachers had children dependent upon them, either their own or adopted.
In the case of the Negro teachers of Tennessee, however, fully a third had
children; and in Oklahoma about two-fifths of the white teachers of rural
schools reported child dependents. On the other hand, only about one,in
eight of the rural teachers of Vermont reported such dependents.

When, hoWever, the number of dependents other than children was taken
into account the picture changed coiísiderably (table 6). When such de-.
pendents were added to dip child dependents the percentage of all teachers
reportin; who used their incomes for the support of persons other than
the s -ives, is raised to about 45. For the rural teachers of Oklahoma and
Maryland the proportion Wring dependents was approximately three out of
five; of the Negro teachers of Tennessee four out of five.

lob

The next question to be examined through the data presented in table 6
is the rel4tionship of the salaries and other receipts of rural teachers to the
number of depebdents. There seems to be clear evidence that those who
had dependents supplemented their income more frequently than others
by means other than teaching. This suggests that their salary incomes
were too small to meet their needs and those of theirz, depe%ndents,
therefore, they had to resort to other means of making a satisfactory living:
It also sfiggests that tfie more persons becilming dependent upon a rural
teacher's income the more teaching becomes less than a full-time job, one
that must be in part supplemented through activities other than teaching.

siOnly those who drew their chief support froth the teacher in g4estion were counted as dependents.
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If fiirther study should .establgh the truth of this observation it would have
far-reaching implications upon the question of the salary and the general
economic and professional status of these teachers.

Teachers' receipts, in relatioo to sex (ix' marital staix.Still another question
commonly raised concerning the economic status of rural teachers is
concerned with

.
differences in salaries based on sex or. marital status (table'

7). \ It is commonly. known that the economic advantages offered by indus-
try and by city school systems in comparison to rural teaching are such
that those whp have families to support tend to le'ave the profession or seek
promotions to the larger schools. Data showing the present salaries and
other receipts throw light on these problems. The median salaries
show that unmarried men teathers receivetigher salaries than do unmar-
ried women teachers (table 7). E;ccept in the case of Vermont the differ-
entials are very small. Data for the singleovomen of Oklahoma, as well
as those for the Negro teachers of Terinessee, show slighdy higher salary
medians than for the single men. The fiumber of single men reporting is
small in these cases so that the slight differences rioted' are probably not
significant. In Vermont, however, single men teachers appear to receive
sallties significantly higher than single women the medians being $1,125
and $641, respectively. Again the number-of ort g is compara-
tively

As a group, the rural teachers who are married seem to receive salaries
distinctly higher than those who arb unmarried. The differentials between
married and single women are again comparatively small except in Ver-
mont;--between married and single men, however, -they are quite marked.
In three of the States the married men teachers received annual plaries
which were higher than those of the unmarried men by approximately $275.

Examining next the question of receipts from sources other than teaching
the summary measures reveal (1) that;except in Vermorit, the men teachers
con-sistently had larger receipts of this-type than the women teachers, and
(2) that, except in the c. of the Negro teachers of Tennessee and the
women teachers of Tex , teachers ivho were married had much targer
nonteaching receipts than those who were not. Married teacheo in
greater number than single ones supplement their incomes from sources
other than teaaling; this appeati to be true in more cases of the married
men than of the married women The data for Vermont seem to suggest

I that when the differentials between the salaries of men And women and
those between married and unmarried *Ions are large, the -differencd
between receipts from othet sources are small. This seems to support the
observation that the nonteaching receipts are closely related to economic
necessity.

Sources of riceipts other than salaries.The reifiaining question relating to
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the incomes of rural teachers on which this study presents datais the nature
of ttle sources of the supplementary incomes (table 8). The data for Illinois
show, for example, that of the 1,032 teachers lupplying informatilin on this
general question 349 earned wages from activities other than teaching, 288...

relativesreceived contributions from other than dependent children, 24
derived some income from dependent children, 149 had income from busi-

e.

augmentedness investments such as interest, dividends, or rents, 207 their
salary incope by borrowing money, and 91 drew upon funds previously.
saved` to supplement their current income. Sixty-nine of the rural teachers
reporting from this State received incomes from .gifts, inheritances, sale of
property, and similar sources shown in this table under the heading "Oc-
casional receipts-." Some orthe teachers had no income other than salmi
for, teaching; others had incomes from two or: more of the sources listed.
It appears from these statistics that a large number ot the rural teachers of
this State supplement-their incomes in one way or another. The data sug-
gest that the most popular sources of such supplementation were employ-
ment earnings other than salaries for teaching, contributions from relativies,
and borrowed funds. A ,number of them also /seem to have had 'some in-
comes from business or investments.

These observations as to means of supplementing salary earnings seem in 9

general to hold also for the other States. The prop9rtions of the total num-
ber of teachers augmenting their incomes from any specific source, however,
varied considerably. Between a third and a fourth of the rural teachers of
Illinois, Vermont, Wisconsin, and Texas had earnings from sources other
than salaries for teaching; of the Negro teachers of Tennessee only one in
efght reported such earnings. .In only one State---Texaswas the propor-
tion of teachers augmenting their funds through borrowings larger than this.

As cpncerns receipts from sources other than teachers' salaries, if may be
' noted (table 8) that of the 349 Illinois teachers reporting nomeaching sala-
ries or wages the middle 50 percent earned between $36 and $101 during
the year in question, the median being $93. It may be observed in general
that the median amounts of money obtained from contributions from rela-
tives and from borrowings were larger than the median amounts iarned
through nontéaching activities. Again drawing upon Illinois to illustrate
the use of the data the median receipts from the several iupplementary
sources are seen to be as follows: Nonteaching earnings, 03; contributions
of relatives other than dependent children,' $458; colitributions of children,
$75; business incomes, $61; borrowed money, $114; and withdrawals from
savings, $98. For Vermont they were, respectively, $59, $131, $36, $40,4,
$94, and $89. For Wisconsin they were $50, $120, no dap, -$22, $112, and
$73. the relative Unriortance of the several sources appears to be similar
in the various Statesswhen judged from amounts pf money involved.

11 a

.

.

.

'.1,
. :,!'.11 ,

-.. ,, , . . . .. ... . .....
,... . .-- .-..,:.4

- er ?r-1.+16 L ' I i .; ' -'' ''''' ' ": -
. * . *Y. .'

:, 0.A4:-ISt:41.4::.:,,44,:n...N.r.****:;..:.-:;1 *.: i St: .):' ... I . . . . t 1. I. . ' , .. ' : . : 1 s -7 -' "-: ''-!".VI'l----a--- '.. "- `-'-'2,-.1.4...:-..4.:¡;10,,k, ' S.7.1.;::. )..,,,.....:1;Z.,,ttkalL ,.....t_ ,...,., ...1 .... P. .21,,,,,_4,......_;........ i--12,...-..,;,..-;,.....«,...-c-s. A- - . - --,Afi- ..,,-.0.-.-.4-44.1.4....-al_ ot- 44. el ..''' -- . ,-, __, MI ,..-- -rt,-,..Y.K...-.- . -,-

s



ANNUAL EXPENDITURES AND SAVINGS OF
RURAL TEACHERS

The economic welfare of rural teachers, like that ofany other group of work-
ers, is dependent -upon faCtors other, than incomes. There are questions
of how they use or misuse their indomes, what social And economic odvan-
tages they secure from these incorhest_ and whether ór not there, is anything
left to provide for future needs after current needs are met. The data corn-
paring the teaching and the nonteaching incomes contain sorri.e clues to the

'adequacy of the teachers' salaries to satisfy their needs under várying condi-
tions. These clues will take on more meaning, however, a data relating to

. the various. types, of expenditures and current savings arc exainined. The
next major series of factors to be considered in this study (tabler9 to 12)
relates ,to the purposes for which . the teachers use their moneY and how
much they haveleft at the end of the year.
\ As in the case of incomes, the teachers were requ'ested to report on a Tin-
plete and detailed check list Ci expenditures and savings. the purpose was
to make the meaning of each item as distinct and definite as possible and
to insure the inclusion of all possible typës of savings and outlays. (ee

iiquestionnaire -form in appendix.) Cross referenCes between items werç
e provided wheise these seemed necessary. to prevent ambiguity nd misunder-
standing. 'To *avoid multiplicity and secure titatistkal reliability certain
rtlateçl items were grouped in tabulation under specific headings. Some of r

these will Abed deAnition to be fully understood. Under "Basic essentials"
were grouped expenditurès for fo9d, housing, clothirig, health, and daiW
transPortation. This group includes all such primary living needs as board
or food supplies, room .or house rent, light, heat," gas, cleaning, repairs;

. taxes,/ dental and medical services, ety. Since expenditures-of the type in-
cluded in this group form so impoitant a part of the cost of living, data foi
each subgroup will be presented Kparately in-Totnection with gome of the
factors- to be 9camined. Under "Edu*cation and recreation" were grouped
expenditures for education, church' support, memberships, travel, books,
magazines, recreation, etc. Under "Occasional and business" were grouped
ifts, subscriptions, attorney's fees, cosmetics, tobacco, and the like. Under
'Debt liquidafion" were -placed the repayment of borrowed funds, interest .6

gonsuch debts, etc. (omitting amortization of mortgages), aiid other deferred
payments on property; and under "Current savings" were included bank
'deposits, incstments, payments on home or furnittiiiè., iniurance, retirement

.....aments, and like accumulatious of capital acquired during the year in
question. -To balance the data examined ori the incomes of these teachers
all data presented include expenditures for dependents as well as those for
the teacheri thentelves.

Types oPahnual expenditures and stivings.---The first question to beconsidered
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Ls: How do the rural tèachers as a group allocate thefr available funds among
the sev.era1 needs and interests of their daily Wing? (Table 9.) The *reading
of the table may be illustrated with the data for Illinois. A total of 1,012

. teadiers from that State reported expenditures under the heading "Educa-
'tion and recreation." Thtee hundred and sixty-seven inclioat4d that some of
their funds were dev.oted to the liquidation of debts, incurred in previoust
years; 943 reported putting aside some money for savings. There are similar
variations in the number of teachers who reported detailed information on
the several types expenditure.; included under the "basic essentials."

The median expenditure reportéd from Illinois was $195 for board or food
supplies, $124 for roR.m reni and other housing costs, $98 for clothing, $31 for
services relating to health, and $63 for costs relating in one_ way cir another
to travel connected with the duties of teaching. When the expenditures for
all these- basicj essentials were grouped together, the median _annual. outlay,
was $448. Since the medians for food, housing, etc._ (columns .2 to 6), are
computed upon separate arraYs of teachers, varying both in the number and
in the identity of the cases, their sum will approximate rather than equá
the median for all of thé basic essentials (column 7).

The sum of the, basic expenditures shown in tolumn 7 plus those shoWn in
columns 8, 9, 10, and 11. represent -the total expenditures Of-411 types of-
rural teachers. When percentages fox -the varictus inediarii Were computed

&

upon such approxiniate totals it was found that in the case of Illinois
about two-thirds of the rural teacher's income was spent, gno the basic
iseniials and that about two-fifths of this went for food and one-fourtitfor
housing. The annual savings equalled ibout one-eighth of the anal iltome
and a slighdy larger share wcnt for edùcation and recreaticin. The
amount used for debt liquidation was also large but fewer than half used
their funcit for this purposq,\ "it

The data for Illinois wero anályzed in some detail not only because they
illustrat'e the-reading of 'the table but because the rural teachers in the other
States for which data were reported tihoived similar divisions among the
types -of expenditures. In summary, between 60 and 70 percent of the
expenditures of the rural teachers frodit most of thise States went for the

aim essentials. Food an g claimed f m 35 to 45 percent of the
total. From 10 to 15 percent of the incomes re set aside as savings.

The: cost' of Mill; of rural teachers, ás me . .t red by expenditur.es for básic
essentiak Was appitently highest in land .and lowest in Tennessee.
Generally speaking, the variations in the ..cost of living among the several
States-are similar to those observed (see table 8) fokincomt.

A11oca#604. bask essintiair and current savings.rDividing.thes; te,achers ipto
groups in ordér to note the .effects pf.. v_arious factors 'iliporif ihé4mount and
nature of their expenditures, dim ire -first praqiied according to the size
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of the schools in which they teAch (table 10). Two aspects of the situation
will be examined, viz, the expenditares for the basic essentials and the
amounts left oyez: for savings. While the data are somewhat erratic, due to
small numbers of cases reporting from the larger schools, they show a
definite tendency for the cost of living, as measured by ihe..brasic essentials,
to increase with the size of the schools. Whether this means -that the cost
of board, room, etc., are higher in the more populous communities where
the larger schools are located or whether the teachers in such communities
spend niore for these purposes because they have greater incomes cannot
be discerned from these data. It is probable, however, that both factors
are responsible. There are more likely tcke available, in ihe more populous
communities, modern homes providing a high standard of living than in
communities served by the smaller schools, thus increasing the cost of
accommodations.

Despite the fact that the rural teachers employed in the farger schools
spent more to 'maintain a living than those in the smaller schools they
showed more savings in all States except in Oklahoma. Apparently the
differences in income were sufficient to more than offset the increases in cost
of living. These data seem to show that larger salaries are an advantage
both because they pe,rmit a higher standard of living and because they enable
the recipient to achieve greater economic security.

Current expenditures and savings, by number of depentknts. The available data
for each of the major ffelds of expenditure will next be examined to see how
those who have no dependents and those who have one or mpre dependents
distribute the funds available among the several categories composing the
total cost of living (tablé 11).

The median amounts devoted to the basic essentials grow larger as the
number of the dependents incréases. The teachers of Illinois, for example,
who had no dependents spent only $55 for this purptise; those with o' ie

'child, $575, two children, $588; three children, $746; fo-ui or more childien,
$750. The remaining types of expenditures show no very definite relaiion-
ship to tihé number of depen.dents. In some StatesIllinois and Maryland
median expenditures for education and recreation decreased slightly with
increases in dependents; in othersOklahoma and Vermontthey
crease. Medians showing current savings are less than $100 for all groups,
oicept in Maryland, and they tend to decline in most States as dependents
increase. It appears that the funds devoted to basic essentials increaseswith
the number of dependents. It also appears that only when these essentials
are provided for, arc allocations made to other things. It is quite conieiv-
able, for exam*, that a teacher with five or more dependents will have

rylittle for books, recreation, debt payments, and savings after the basic
essentials have been supplied.
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Curreit expenditures and savings, by sex and marital status.Some statistics have
already been examined relating to the economic status of rural teachers, by-
sex and marital stattis (table 9). These revealed some fáirly definite varia-
tions between the incomes of men and women teachers, especially betwi'en
married men and women.

The data gathered by the sttkly show (table not included) that in every
State the annual expenditures of the men teachers for the basic enentiars
run higher than those of women teachers. In the case of the unmarried
teachers of certain States, Oklahoma and Vermont, for example, the data
show men teachers paying gut for such essentials more than $100, or about
25 percent more per year than the unmarried women teachers. Since
the number of men reporting was not as large as desired for some of the
States, the comparatively small differences between the medians of single
men and women may not in all cases be significant. In the case of the
married men and women, however, the differences shown were so large
that there can vein() doubt but that the men spent more for the essentials
than the women. In all cases except in Terfnessee these differences ap-
proached closely, or even exceeded, $100 per year.

The greater expenditures of the men teachers were not limited to the
basic essentials. In all but one State substantiil differ-énces were also
found among the expenditures for educational and recrpational purposes.
The differences between the married men and women were less marked

, than those between the single men and women. These differences suggest
that the men spent considerably more on professional advancement and
recreational activities than the women spent. Differences among the re-
maining types of expenditures were too small and erratic to be very sig-
nificant, but in the great majority of cases those reported by the men were
higher. Savings, too, were higher in all but tWo of the States, but the
differences were small. It may be concluded from these findings (1) that
the cost of living of the married teachers was considerably higher than that
of the single teachers, (2) that it was higher for the men than for the women,
and (3) that it was highest for the married men.

Relationships of the annual expenditures and savings to salary incomes.Certain
relationships between the incomes and the expenditures of the rural teachers
have beett suggested in the discussion in the preceding paragraph. Data
were gathered to show the median amounts allocated to the several types
of expenditures and savings by the teachers having various salary incomes.
It was found (table 12), in general, that practically -all types of expindi-
tures increased as salariès incriased. In Illinois, for examplef for teachers
who received salaries ranging between $400-$499 the median expenditure
for food was $137;. for housing, $73; for clothing, $82; for health, $31;
for transportatigni $62; for education and recreation, $56; for occasional
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and business expenditure031; for debt payment, ;77; savings, $45; the
teachers of this State receiving friom $700 to $800, however, had .the follow-
ing expenditures, respectively: $224, $15Q, $113, $33, $83, $90, $38, $79,
and had $77 left for savings. The greatest differences were found in ex-
penditures for food, housing, and savings; those of the higher paid teachers
bing from 80 to 100 percent greater. Practically no differences were'
found betiveen the imounts the two salary groups uséd for health services
and for debt liquidation.

Rélationships between salaries and expenditures and savings were found
to be very similar in the other States io those noted for Illinois. In all but
one State the gioups receiving the higher salaries reported expenditures
for food which were nearly a half higher; housing costs and savings were
also much higher, in many cases being actually doubled. The remaining
types of expenditures equalled, and in most cases exceeded, those of the

P lower paid teachers. But in these the differences varied so much in amount
that no generalization was possible. It should, thererore, be cóncluded that
when rural teachers receive increases in salary they (1) definitely increase
their expenditures; (2) that most of such increáses go for better, or at least
more expensive, food and houiing; and (3) that they definitely increase
the amount set aside for savings. The data suggest that the percent of
increase in the expenditures approximates rather closely the percent of
increase *in salary.

Whether the lowest paid teachers spent too little for food, housing, or
health, etc., to get a proper quantity or quality is not revealed by these data.
It may be that the costs of some of these commodities and services were lower
in the communities wheit the lower paid teachers were employed and that,
therefore, a similar quantity 'and quality could be procured for leis. GenCral
observation, however, suggests that when suck commodities and 'fervices
cost less they,are also lower in quality. It is, for example, a well-known
fact that the teachers of the one-teacher schools in which the lowest salaries
are paid usually pay comparatively little for room and board, but it is also
well lc,pown that the services these lower expenditures- provide are on the
whole also very limited in character. Farm homes do not always have
modern conveniences. The teacher often does not have a suitable place
in which to work.

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF RURAL TEAÇHERS
It would seem quite as important in a study of the economic status of

rural teachers to give attention to the question of their future security as
it is to determine their current incomes and outlays. The next series of
tables (tables 13-15) will, thetefore, show the number of these' teachers
'reporting assets and debts and the amounts of such assets or debpt at the
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time the data were gathered. 'Mt_ effects of iome of the saint factors re.
viewed above in connection with the income and expenditure sections of this
study were also examined to deteimine their relationships to the present
financial standing of these teachers.

The terms "net assets" and "net debts," used in.the talpiations for this
/portion of the study, will need to be briefly defined. Each teacher was-re-
quested to report the market or estimated value of all his possessions,
including all types of real and personal property, securities, bank deposits,
retirement funds, the cash surrender values of life insurance, and the like.
Each was asked to list debts and unpaid obligations. The sum of the gross
debts of each was then subtracted from the sum of his gross assets. This
gave a remainder which was considered the teacher's present financial
standing. If the remainder was positive, the teacher was recorded in the
proper column of a sheet showing net assets; if the remainder was negative,
he teacher was obviously in debt' and was, therefore, recorded with others

on another sheet shoWing net debC After this had been done, median
and inter-quartile ranges were foiind for the various ,distributions in the
same manner as in the income and expenditure sections of the study;

Assets and liabilites in relation to size of school.--Tim factör to be conside
ar from the standpoint of the net assets or debts of rural teachers
size of the schools in which they were employed. Data weie gathered and
grouped by sizes of schools in the same manner as in the -foregoing. pArts of
the study. The effects of this factor were, however, not conclusive. The
data are, therefore, not presented in tabular forms. A few of the most
importarit facts revealed will, however, be reviewed to indicate the econ'om-
ic status of these various types of rural teachtrs as cancerna assets and
liabilities. * .

As a group, two-thirds of die tea.chers., employed in die rural schools'
(reported some assets; about one 14ere in 'debt; and about one in
six had neither debts ncir assets.. Of those employecrin. one-teacher
schools 63.8 percent, and of those in tle 14*r schools 70 pOcent, showed
assets; 21.4 perCent and 19.1 pircent, rLsi*Iively; showed debts. Tric
differences among the teachers., employed 4ir.: the smaller atd larger rural
schools were, therefore, not gmai but in boih-iopicts the .4f4.r showid'an
advantage, hi the amounts acçumilláted -4m also shOwed the teachers
of the larger schools to have!air advántage.` .114e mediao. amounts varied
antng the States, but the aikrage ampunt fot 41e1aigor sclol about
$850; for the singlet schgols it was about $66, indicating a Zffeitnce
of about $170.

.
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Not only did comparatively féw ruralryr- teachtftpoirt dienastives to be
in debt, but the amount of their iridebticine!if ivas., sthall. Again thire
was wide variatiori amongt,Sisites latit tlie."aviaitge för the larger schools. .. to ..
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was about $190; for teachers of one-teacher schools the average was found
to be about $20 less. In amount of indebtedness, therefore, the tdchei-s
of the smaller rural schools show a slight advantage,

Assets and liabilities in relation to number of dependents.Data have already
been presented (table 11) to show that most of the rural teachers; despite
their burden of dependents, manage to save a portion of their annual
incomes and that the amounts thus saved tend to decline slightly as number
of dependerits iricrease. It is important to a study of their economic
status to know what are the comparative chances of the teachers with
various numbers of dependents to accumulate assets over a period of time,
to run into debt, or to come out even. The effects of this factor upon
the amounts of the assets or debts these teachers may have acquired were
also investigated.

Wherythe data for all of the States were taken together they showed (not
presented in tabular form) practically no difference.- in the proportion of
rural \teachers who had assets or debts when compared by numbers of
dependents. In only one StateOklahomawas there a definite tend-
ency for the proportion of those having assets to decrease and the pro-
portion of those in debt to increase as the number of dependents increased.
In two .öthersMaryland and Wisconsinthe tendencies were in the
same directions but the differenc5s were small.

As concerns amounts of assets Ci1- indebtedness by number of dependents
the data for Illinois fairly illustrate the situation in all of the States. Teach-
ers with

tno
dependents hid median assets of $508, those with one, $544;

those with two, $867; those with three, $950, and those with four depend-
ents, a median of $1,000. Teachers of this State who were in debt showed,
respectively, for the first four groups the following amounts of indebtedness:
$210, $138, $200, $275.

Assets and liabilities in relation to sex and marital status.. --Comparison of the
data reported to show differences in assets and liabilities for men and women
and for single and married teachers did not show any very definite tenden-
cies. The data produced by the study will,.,however, be cited (table 13)
to illustrate the findings. In most of the States, the single men had net
assets slightly in excess of those reported for the single women. For ex-
simple, the single men of Illinois showed median assets of $458; the median
for the single women was $398. The median? for Texas were respectively,
$333 and $320; for Vermont, $80 and $541; and for Wisconsin, $527 and
$257. In Maryland, the single women had slightly more 4ssets than the
single mg. In the case of the married teichers the men had significantly
larger assets in 'Illinois, Maryland, Texas, Verinont, and Wisconsin. For
the States npf named the differences between men and women were in-
decisive. Differences in net assets between the single and married teachers
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of both sexes proved to be consistently large and in favor of the latter. In
many cases the assets of the married teachers weie more than twice great
as thok of the single teachers.

It is, of course, possible that the men, as well as the married persons,
reporting to this study were teachers who were older, had more training,
held the m9re responsible positions, And, in consequence, received the larger
salaries. But Whatever additional factors may have been involved the data
show the men to have accumulated more unencumbered wealth than the
women, the married teachers more than the single teachers.

The data relating'to the net debts of the rural teachers arranged by sex
and marital status were on the whole too sparse and scattered to indicate
anything of significance. It appears from the ,data, however (table 13)
that a somewhat.larger proportion of single teachers were in debt than of the
married teachers. This was particularly apparent when single and married
women were co pared. These differences probably reflect the compara-
tively low salari s (table 7) paid to young*nd unmarried teachers. The
differences miy also reflect recency of training and the tendency to borrow
money to fina ce college attendance.

Net assets an liabilities in relation to age. Thus far age was left largely out of
consideration in examining the economic status of rural teachers. There
are, as pointed out above, some fairly close relationships between the age
bf the teacher and the number of years he hasibeen in the profession (table
5). Similar relationships may exist between age and the number of de-
pendents (tables 6 and 1 1). The reason that the effect -of age itself has thus
far not beep directly considered is that it is not clear how age in and of itself
can become a factor in the iecomes and expenditures of teachers. Only as
increases in age meaA added training, added experience, or a greater num-
ber of dependents is this factot likely to become definitely related to the
teachers' economic status. Age should, however, be of importance in
regard to assets or debts. The older the teacher, the greater the need for
àssets in case of disability or retirement, ind the greater the number of
years during which hé has had a chance to accumulate. Data are here
presented, therefore, to show whether rural teachers of various age groups
have assets and, if so, in what amounts. If they are in debt these facts are
also of interest.

The teachers of the various age groups were distributed on--a single scale
ranging from debts of $5,000 and over on the one extreme, to assets of
$10,000 and over at the other (table 14). The teachers under 25 years of
age were grouped together; those between 25 and 40 were grouped by
5/ear intervals; and those over 40 were again grouped together.

Although many of the teachers answering the questionnaire did not
'supply information on age, the data indicate that for the most part the
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rural teachers reporting were young. In some StatesWisconsin, Illinois,
and Vermontfrom one-third to one-half were below 25 years of age.
Comparatively few remained in the rural schools past the age of 40. In
Wisconsin and Olaahoma only about 5 percent of those reporting had
reached the latter age. a

In five of the States the median assets of the teachers under 25 years of
age was $100 or less. Only in Maryland, where the beginning salaries of
the teachers is fairly high, did the median assets exceed $300. With few
exceptions, however, the amounts accumulated increased with increasing
age. Indeed, there is evidence to show that the rate at which assets accumu-
late is accelerated during successive 5-year periods. Ivn three of the States
-Maryland, Vermont, and Wisconsinthe median amounts of the.assets of
those over 40 years of age were between $2,500 and $3,000. The median
for such teachers reporting from Illinois was $1,368, and that for the white .

teachers of Tennessee was $1,297. For Texas it was $875; for Oklahoma,
and the Negro teachers of Tennessee, however, the median ámbunt accuaik
lated did not exceed $500. If the teachers reporting data relating to137
were =presentative, it must be concluded that of the few teachers who
remain in the rural schools past the age of 40, a number acquire assets in
such significant amoqnts as to provide security'against the future. In some
of the States the,amounts saved are very small.

Assets and liabilities in relation to salaries.A study of the assets and liabili-
ties of these teachers would not be complete without showing the relation-
ship of the teachers' financial standing to the salary received (table 15).
For those with salaries below $500 there was almost no data, except for-.
Illinois and Tennessee. In the higher salary ranges the data were also
sparse ind were, therefore, not grouped by $100 intervals for those receiving
more than $1,100. For the Negro teachers of Tennessee all salary levels
showed too few data to be included in the table. The statistks presented
show, with very few exceptions, that the teachers of each highA salary
group have successively greater assets. The factor affecting most rural
teachers'. ability to accumulate savings seems to be that of salary. As already
suggested, variations in many of the other factors are probably closely
associated with those in salary.

The table shows that only those rural teachers whò rec6ve the better
salaries have any great amounts of assets. Those receiving less .than $1,000
per annum rarley show more than $500. A reasonably high salary and a
sufficiently long period of time are necessary. for these teachers to accumulate
assets. The teachers showing fairly large salaries al-e piobably the same
ones shown in table 14 in the higher age groups. That is to say ihat the
1 r assets shown, as well as the greater salaries, are at least partly the

t of longer years of service.
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CAPITAL INVESTED IN THE EDUCATIONAL PREPARATION OF
THE RURAL TEACHER

In considering the economic status of the rural teacher, school boards, as
well as others, too often compare his income, his tandard of living, and his
general financial standard to those of farm laborers and others who find
employment in rural communities. Fallacies in such comparison are
shown by pointing out (1) that the rural teacher is expected to maintain a
,higher standard of living than most other types of workers, and (2) that
teachers make an investment of both time and money in educational
preparation upon which they may reasonably expect some financial returns.
Some data relating to the various aspects of the cost of living of rural teachers
have been reviewed (tables 9-12). Information will bepresented (tables
16-17) to show how much money these teachers have spent in fitting
themselves for their jobs.

The teachers were provided with formulas for computing, separately, the
'total cost of attending high school, the cost of attending normal school or
college, and the cost of the graduate work pursued. From the data result-
ing, the total,costs of the education of each teacher, were computed. The
questionnaire provided for the inclusion of all types of expenditures necessi-
tated by school attendance, such as board, room, tuition, books, clothing,
travel to and from the institution attended, etc. Self-help, board and room
provided free by parents or others, scholarships-and gifts of material or cash,
were all to be given current value and included in the total costs. No value
was, however, to be placed upon the student's time while prepáring to
teach. Although this is also a part of the teacher's investment many of the
students would not in111 probability have been gai4fully employed had they
not been in- school. Moreover, such earning ppwer is always extremely
variable. Since it is improl;able that many persons attending high school
or college have kept systematic records of all of the costs involved in atteCid-
ing high school and college, these data probably entail more estimases than
those of 'the foregoing sections of the study. But they provide an index of
this aspect of the economic status and they are comparable among the
various classes of teachers as well as amo.ng the States.

Investment in eductaion in relationship to the size and location of schools.With
this general information of the nature and organiiation of the data in mind
attention will first be given to the question of the professional investments of
the rural teachers in relationship -to the size and location of the schools hi
which they arc employed (table 16). It was seen from table 2 that salaries
tend to increase with the size of the school. It will be of interest, therefore,
to see whether the lower salaries paid in the smaller schools are justified by
the education which these teachers have. These teachers have considerable
money invested in their education.. With the exception of Illinois and
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Texas 4 the median amounts ranged from nearly $1,000 in the 1- and 2-
teacher schools to more than $2,700 in the larger sch Is. The largest
investments were reported from Oklahoma and Maryland. (Reference to
table 2 will show that the highest salaries were also reported from these'
States.) Almost without exception the teachers in the larger schools showed
increasingly larger investments as the schools increased in siie. Those em-
ployed in schools of seven or more teachers, especiay those located in the
villages, reported the greatest investments in education of any of the groups
of rural teachers. There seems to be tonsiderable co lation between these
investments by type of school and the salari in them. Relationships
to salary levels will, however, be examined somewhat more closely in con-
nection with data directly concerned with the interrelationships of invest-
merits in education and salaries (table 17)

The study also sheds some light upon the reasons for the increases in the
educational investments with increases in size of school. Data shi3wing
investments by levels of education revealed that practically all of these
teachers had completed high school. The median costs for this level of ,

education averaged abOut $600 for the 1- and 2-teacher schools and nearly
$700 for the larger schools. The cost of undergtuate study in normal
school or college, however, was much lower among teachers in the smaller
schools than in the large, the medians averaging about $700 and $1,350,
respectively. Fewer than 112( percent of those employed in the smaller
schools reported graduate study; of those employed in the larger schools,
however, more than 37 percent showed investments in graduate study.
Moreover, the amounts of money invested in this level of education aver-

* aged only about $200 in the small rural schools, while those in the larger
schools were approximalely $400. The differences noted in investmentifor

/both undergraduate and graduate study were probably chiefly due to the
fact that the teachers in the larger rural' schools had more college training
than those employed in the 1- and 2-teacher schools. It is, of course, also
possible that they attended colleges which were more expensive. In any
event the differences in the amounts invested in educátion are found chiefly

. in the college and graduate levels.
Relationships of amounts invested in education to salaries.--"In order to ascertain

whether or not those who fix the rural teachers' salaries givs financial
recognition to the teachers' investment in education, data are presented to
provide more definite information (table 17). Whed the data for the
teachers within the various salary ranges were arrayed in 9rder of. the
amounts they had invested in their educition it was found that of the 169
in Illinois receiving $400 to $490 the median investment was $703; that of
the 52 receiving salaries of $900 to $999 was $1,650. It appeats that both

4 The cost of education in these two States does not include high-school attendance.
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salaries and investments approximately doubled. A similar situation was
found in each of the other States. Generally speaking, therefore, it appears
that rural teachers may expect considerable.increases in pal; as they acquire
additional education.

It should, however, be pointed out here that it is questionable whether
the salary incomes of any of these teachers are cpmmensurate with the
amounts of money they have invested and with the standard of living they
must maintain. Many of these teachers, especially in Illinois, receive a
sala*ry of less than $500. Such a salary is below the incdmé of any of the
professional groups. Indeed, it hardly more than equals that of the lowest
labor groups. But the teachers in these salary ranges have invested from
$500 to $1,000 in preparation for their work. In addition to this monetáry
investment they have in most cases spent 5 or more years of time attending
high school arid' college.
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Summary and Coiiclusions

A. Income status of riiral tefichers.
1. Salaries increased with the size of the schtol. In most of the States,

however, they were low in all types of rural schools, but especially so in
the smaller ones. In the smaller schools the salary medians as low as
$600 were common; in the larger schools of three or more teachers they
sometimes exceededI1,000. Receipts fro% sources other than salaries
also increased with the size of the school and showed larger differentials
than the salary incomes.

2., Both salary and nonsalary reCcipts were larger for teachers teaching
in ruraLsecondary than in the elementary schools. Salaries of super-.
visors were nearly twice as Reat and nonteaching receipts nearly four
times as great as those of thc elementary teachers.

3. Little salary recognition was reported for additional education ot
training until after 2 qr more years of college or normal school work.

_ The higher amounis of education appeared to be rewarded.
4. Experience and tenure seemed to be rewarded somewhat by salaries

in rural khools.
5. Comparatively few rural teachers reported child dependents, but

many had dependents other than children. There were no significant
salary differpntials as humbers of dependents increased, but the teachers
with dependents showed larger receipts from nonteaching sources.
These findings suggest that salaries were insufficient and Aad to be sup-
plemented through other activities, thus reducing teaching to a part-
time job.

6. In most of the States studied men teacheneived higher salaries
EV

than women teachers aúd married persons than ufim.arried, the differ-
-4 ences for the most part being too small to be significant. Differences in

nonteaching receipts, however, were considerably larger for the men\
than for the womin and much larger for married teachers than kr single
teachers. The findings suggested that the heads of families generally,
and married men in particular, supplement their salary incomes.
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7. The sources by which rtiral teachers supplement their salary in-
comes were in order of frequencY: Earnings from employment other

. than teaching, contributions by relatives other than children, and bor-
rowed funds. , In order of amount they were: Contributions by 'relatives,
borrowings, and additional earnings. The data seem clearly to show

a that in many cases these teachers receive such small salaries that their
economic neOs must in part be supplied by relatives, by work outside of4

.
teaching, or they must go into debt.

B. Expenditare status of rural teachers.
1. From 35 to 4Q percent of the total expenditures of rural teachers

write spent for food and lodging; 15 to 20 percent for such other daily
. needs as clothing, health, and transportation. to and from school ; and

from 10 to 15 percent were set aside for savings. Those whO did not
have to pay-oir debts incurred in previous years, therefore, had from 25.
to 40 percent of their salaries left for education, recreation, and miscel-
laneous expenditures.

2. Expenditures per teacher, esprcially those for the basic essentials,
increased definitely with the number of dependents; on the basis of.
the total number of persons benefited by the yarious expenditures there
were, however, sharp decieases. Savings also-mdecreased greatly when
the total number of persons whose security °depends upon them was
considered. .

3. Comparisons of expenditures !A men and Women showed those of
the former to be higher.

4. Married teachers generally reorted gieater expenditurts than
ti4single teachçrs.

5. There were mhrked differences in the amounts th rural teachers in
the lower and higher salary ranges spent for food, hous ng, and savings.
Those having lower pay apparently found it necessary to reducp chiefly
in these aspects of their standard of living. Expenditures for educa-
tion, recreation, and transportation also had to be curtailed somewhat
with lower salaries. Assignments to health, debt liquidation, and other
'miscellaneous purposes 1-en-pines! nearly constant, suggesting perhaps
that these weee considered irreducible.

C. Assets or debt status of rural teachers.
1. About 67 percent of all rural tiachers repot Led some assets; about'

20, mccat were in debt. Of those employed in the smaller schoojs
slightly more were iw debt and fewer hid assets. The amount of thC
assets shown rarely totaled $1,000, being considerablyjower in, the
smaller schools; debts were found to be small and similar in amounts
for the two types oLschools.

2. The number of dependents'apparently did not greatly affect the-
. 41ft.,
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proportion 6 teacheis who had assets or wére in debt, The amounts
possessed by ose háving assets, however, showed considerable increase
up to -three ependents arid then declined; amounts of indebtedness of
those in (re t. also increased with dependents.

3. The men showed slightly More assets than the women and married
more than unmarriao teachers. The data relating to debts revealed
nothing of significance.

4. Few teachers ikporting had passed the age of 40. In some of the
States, however, teachers having reached this age reported median
savings of nearly $3,000.

5. The firtdings slow a close and direct correlation between the
salaries of rural teachers and thleir assets.

D. Investments fit professional preparation.
1. The teachers employed in the various types of rural schools had

apparently invested abtnr the same amounts in high-school edii.a6-On.
Investments in undergraduate and graduate study in college, howsver,
showed differences, those in the larger schools being greater. The
better prepared leachers are in the larger schooLs.

24 Rural teachers' halaries---showed a direct and close rerationship to
I their investments in educational preparation.
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TABLE S. Annual salarijs and receipts of all classes of rural teachers, by sources'

Items considered by

.1.

k ,
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teach-;n
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3 1 4 I s 67 8 9 11 11
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MARYLAND
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0:
Median : ____ .......
Qi
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th

Median
01

TEN N ESSER

Negro '

Total cases
03. ________________
Median .:....... ......
11.. .7.

d'kisi

Total cases
Qi
Median
01

TEXAS

Total cases
Q:
Median
Q

VERMONT
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01
Median
01 r

WISCONSIN
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Ql
Mediad
Qi

v.

e

_

i_.....
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$158

$82

127
$527
$224
$115

73
$622
$2 31
$115

29
$181
$81
$26

192
$244
$120
$66

72
$433
$217
$111

97
$324
$131
$60

152
$20Q
$120
$62

24
$175

$75
$31

h

8
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TABLE Types of annual expenditures and ctgrent savings of rural teachers
.

.

Items considered'
by State -

, .._

Basic essentials 'n

.
r

Edilt'a:
tibt
and

rec.rea-
tion

Oc-
casion-
al and
busi-
ness

Debt
liqui-

dationFood .
Hous-

ing
Cloth-

ing Health
Trans-
porta-
tion

Total 1

ammo

1 2 I I I .7 8 1 11

..

ILLInots

Total MP. p 946 639 1, 008 972 931 1, 009 1, 012 953 367
03 $301 $230 $139 $60 $104 i .$654 $151 $65 $183
Median $195 $124 $98 $31 $63 $418 $95 $35 $97
Qi r $116 $71 $71 $14 $30 $291 $49 $16 $53

M4PYLAND .

Total cases -3 579 435 585 578 529 571 ' 565 SSS 167
03 .$388 $324 .$203 $71 $149 $869 $226 $98 $242
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91 wx
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..
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....?
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Qs $138 $62 $69 $26 $315 $325 $87 $36 $67
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Median ...... _z____ $243 $117 $96 $36 $52 $422 $88 $43 $73
03 ...... - - - - - .. - $183 $66 $62 $18 $26 $325 $50 $21 $40

WIscoNsug . _. .
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'$80
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it types of information are included in all
for bassc essentials.

Data for column 2 to 6 were gathered 'from a
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TABLE 12.Medians of expenditures and savings for 2 salary groups of rural
teachers

Salary range by State Food Hionugifr- Cloth- Health
Trans-

a

EliCa-tion a ar1..cl

tion

OC"Prt iaonnt

business

Debt
liquida-

tion

Cur-
rent

savings

1 I*.... 4 1 8 7 8 II
-

ILuxots

$400-$499 $137 $73 $82 $31 $62 $56 $31 $77 $4,5$7004799 224 150 113 33 83 90 38 79 77

MmtYLA 11D

$4004499 173 73 80 29 48 77 38 56 44$7004799 257 150 86 44 85 100 45 121 96

'. OKULM 0 ILA

$4004499 175 60 69 40 81 81 31 46 75
$7004799 250

, 106 135 35 69 136 53 100 109

Tantitsaint

$4044499 124 74 86 29 34 81 29 78 7E1
$7004799 217 147 133 36 6 91 45 102 158

,

TIMM

$400-$499 125 75 110 40 40 138 28 12R 4C$700-$799 231 113 132 58 70 145 34 110 71

Vn.stowr
. .

$400-$499 250 131 70 26 43 50 29 s 73 11
$70114799 279 121 93 33 55 91 46 94 109

Waco It 8111

$400-$499 150 53 85 33 69 63 31 86 90
$700-$799 209 80 148 39 97 76 34 90 10C
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TABLE 1 Assets and debts of rural teaihers, by sex and marital status

Items considered by
State

1

Tntal cues
Qs
Median

....a a

MARYLAND

Total cases

Median
Qs

OK LA BOMA

Total cases
01--
Median
Qi

--

Mb

Tammuz

Nigro

Total cases_ - -

Median
QJ

Single

Male Fe-
male

3

Total

Married

Male

6

tem
mlire Total

7

Duffs

Single

Male Fe-
male

Married

Total Male

II 11

95 362 457 163 85 248 35 106 141
$1, 096 $1, 056 $1, 082 $1, 881 $1, 737 $1, 827 $573 $421 $420

$458 $398 $431 $806 $710 $791 $211 $218 $215
$237 $180 $197 $318 $256 $300 $109 $78 $84

50 209 259 65 87 152
$1, 611 $2 044 $1, 946 $3, 350 $2, 232 $2, 60)

$700 $850 $817 $1, 711 $990 $1, 35P
$350 $366 $358 $763 $446 $557

4 63 67 4 7 41 88
$1, 023 $1, 105 $1, 361 1, 875 51. 632

$454 $454 $575 $775 $650
$184 $191 $286 $216 $267

..
a am. a

abaa

Whitt

Total cases
Os -
Median

TRIM

Total Cases

Median
Qs -

a a a

VERMONT

otal cases
Ogaaaa..._..- ...... -

Median
Qs

%scow=
Total cases
Os
Median
Ch

commismoro

6 35 41
$1,042 $975

$325 $338
$44 $31

4 17
$1 688

$650
$463

21
$1, 750

$650
$431

62 230 292 140 83 223
$850 $1446 $1, 346 $2, 000 $2, 583 82, 239
$350 80 $433 $967 $1 139 $1, 029
$138 $185 $171 $336 $373

1 68
$1, 333 $800

$333 $320
$150 $164

16
fl, 667

$850
$250

199
$1, 524

$541
$226

158 514
$1, 124 $526

$527 $257
$221 $12

84 SS
$1, 875

$61 7
$286

$325
$1

215
$1, 537

$554
$226

672
$R36
E21

36
SZ s I

$925
$271

91
fl, 938

$683
$2 :11

21 66 87
$3, 917 $2, 071 $2, 464
$1,68 $1, 11 $1, 339
$1, 031 $363 $438

152
$2, 437
$1, 162

$425

3 189
$2, 511 $2, 222

$649 $1, 153
$375 $407

mi. ow

a,

Mb

MD a

28 37
$522 $563
$225 $275

$53 $104

Fe-
male

13

$617
$300
$104

a a 0. MP My

Total

1$

14 52
$450 $575
$175 $250

$9-1 $100

91 16
Ss00
$3i0

$75a a MD MP MI a a aa.

27 36 14 15 29
$313 $300 $475 $238 $269
$146 $144 $200 $142 $163

$84 $83 $108 $4 $93

et
17 18

$119 $113
$24 $25
$12 $13

2 127
$675 $263
$325 $139
$188 $56

amar a a

156
$323
$170
$66

71 10
daallba. a ...IBM.

aaallwa aaMae
a a Mr a OM aweee

33 21 54
$488 $44 $521
$175 $275 $208

$80 $107 $86

24 31 19
$225 $228 $363
$120 $130 $192
$46 $49 $113

4 23
ea... $342
----- $181

$109e aaa

9 100 109 17 26 43
$383 $396,. $688 $650 $675

___ _a. $159 $18° $442 $475 $458
- $73 $83 $221 $92 $144

35 69 104 14 10 24
$565 $129 $225 .$262 $350
$269 $79 $99 $219 .0 up a $232
$108 $50 $57 $158 $125

p.

I 2 types of information are included in all columns: (1) number of rases: (2) assets and debts.
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TABLE 14.Assets of rural teachers, by pge gróups

Items considered by State

1

Total cases
Qs
Median
Q3

!union
111111,11

Total dn.
Qs
Median
Ql

MARYLAND

OK LA BOMA
Total cases

Median
Qi

'et
Total cases

Median

7

Tusszsaas

to Negro

Total cues
Qs
Median
01

Whim

Total cases
Q.
Me:siaa
Qi

Total cues
Qs
Median
Q.

To cues

TEXAS

Vasuosn.

WISCONSIN
4

aedia
Q. .

Figures with minus () signs indicate indebtedness.
%. I 2 types of ifflormation were included. in all columns: (1) number of cues; (2) assets and debts.

"A.

Assets by ages of -Nisif teachers

Under
25

284
$410
$149
$44

108
$750
$514
$22

56
MOO

$88
$6

22
$475

$88
$6

181
$2 70

$37
$126

/10 L
e

25-29

A

286
$8S3
$326

$21

164
$1, 413

$663
$300

103
$508
$161

--$98

18
$450

$5G
$i8

223
$811
$65

$61

76
$33. $739
$100 $274
$17 $106

129
$360
$78$7
435

$589
$247
$72

134'
$792
$322

$79

337
$873
$392
$140

30-34

8

163
$1, 375

$599
$125

79
$2, 022

$338

56
$1, 125

$217
$45

35-39

e
a

62
$3, 750

OP, 188
$325

46
$2, 807

I 899
$450

34
$1, 875

$440
$50

-AL

40 ant
over

95
$3, 375
$1, 368

$379

99
$4, 781
$2;964

$284

17
$1, 344

$275
$13

14 10 16
$1, 875 $1, 500

$875 $500
$450 1

$67

134 69
$1, 518 $2, 972

$433 $1, 042
J1 3 $271

33 31
$Q79 $1, 498
$269 $745
$131 $289

60 21
$1, 667 $3, 750

$625 $1, 750
$200 $1, 208

143
$194

$91
$50

44
$1, 310
$1, 048

POO

47

e

'99
$3, 232
$4,1, 297

$547

30
$2, 833

$875
$325

65
$4, 145
$29500
$1,018

31
. $5,000

$2, 833
$1, SOO'

7

s.

.

..- - - -- - -

a .. e e

- e. ar- ...... !or bi

sa .... .... ......

a

..... . flb

... ... .... . ....
QlIl e .....

a... ...... ...
.1.

_ e. .......... ....... _ ......
Ch . e ..

404111 ... e ce .. .. . ....Cb ....... ..

Ili 11

4.

. .....
.. e e .... à e e S ate e .. es .....

41..0 404" a. e e ....................GIP ..... ....... e Mae e es. ..........

. ........ ........

...

; OD

atUfs ..
Non. ......... .....

,

3

.

!!
1

to-

.

a

.' 1:41._ _ A.& - -

. ..

.10-

I

.

'

-

:

'.
. . . . -

.

. r

0



. ". 

poradat aq cq ra¡ ocn an.* taanauuai, Jo amps= 
moon (z) :tam jo iaquicitt 

paumo 4aJojaiatp ialaAL pere urrnpillp 
nil n ¡Tar n 'mg Inv nai ittqApciai amps*/ 

:satanic° we 13! papnpu! xis tiopirttuom Jo tadil 
qap PU anopu! nap () mum t 

8891 Mfg Sill 9E11 661e 163 fill ZS1 
OSL &zi Z1O 'II çLsi 1Z51 L991 SLI1 OSE1 OOZE 
LIL 'Ei. 91, SLO `ii 90E L99 'I1 9/61 SELi 06Si 

ZZ S8 LE 8L 89 Sit SEE - IOZ 8 

Z63 
SLS '11 
000 `S1 

61 

00Z1 SZ91 OSis 8f1 SZ1 Z91 981 8£11 OSL1 OM 003 Mt LSZi OSZi LIg 
000 `ii 8ft '11 fIE 05L 11 SZ1 'It 051 '11 8161 

8Z 81 ZZ OE Lt 801 9Z1 1Z 

9 

L99 
'Zi 

9 11 

0011 L9g SL1 53 fig- 0051 05E1 t6Z1 Z6Z1 S Li 
OSL 11 L9I `11 8i61 i881 £911 

Of it 19 59 61 6 

1111110011IM 

Utql)3/1 
to 

Safi* 111r401. 

LX0P1111 IA 

OSI1 881 cort s 81 £111 f51 SZ9111 8161 9,9sit 0051 Mg 00h 8111 S911 
68011 1E8 'Ig 11 OSZ 6ZZ '11 L9I `11 880'11 194 t50 '11 

1£ 91 elE ZE 19 $01 ZII 861 LL 

334 0 
JO 

00543 

8 

136fit 
OSZ 11 
'810 '11 
181 

6Z11 
£181 

118 111 

II 

161 611 
SZtit Lig 

SZI 1191 
SE SS 

051 
00S1 
SZ61 

S81 
E8f4 

SLI 
ES 

660'11 6661 
02 

0061 

6681 

0081 

81i Ili Ili 83 
Ong LS1 L111 161 
SZ91 00E1 1951 1651 

85 85 LZ 1Z Z 

8E11 Sf 11 881 
OSZ1 SZ91 L911 
6591 Writ 5Z91 

61 EZ 0£ 

001V 
0811 

000 11 
09 

9 

66L1 

COLIC 

6691 
03 

0091 

6651 
03 

IIVX:Eld 

urP2isi 
-to 

...... ¡viol 

t EMU XIII/ 

..... fn. MP 

151 81 1511 IZI1 
8L51 891 

ZSI 
. 

SE 

I 

TR 0IIVI 10 

.......... 

Or 
...... e e e 4 e e e 

reni 

Sallb 
cucruirtm 

e 

III 
6611 66E1 

0011 

&tut/ inprs 

avnS 
19 Pal3Miu°3 'wan 

g 
(4Vab 07 2uviorm 'Wpm; ¡tutu fo male/ 

-v -a- 

. r+ ' .1 ; # : 
. 

4 ---- 07rt r .t1-."'.""ii":".""r'S. 7 t ' 

% ( ; a 
. . 

.1Nr %. :%".egii;'t 
r . rF rit . . " . . . 

a . 11. 
at. 

flb 

, . ; 

t. 

4. 9111. Mr 

O'e ra 

a CO 

11 

a. ..41 

zit4 
11 

MP 

ere ea -90 

s. 

.. ..... a 

85.61 
Os 

SZ8 3 8L 

reD I 9 

..... Or 

.a.ar a ea. 

tit 

a -..a a a 

11 
8 

(93 
081 

SL6 11 
S8 

6611 
03 

0S11 
00t1 
f80 
St 

000sil 

91 

Lii 
Z6Z1 

i 

1151 
EZ 

03 

- 

All ...... 

...... 

9 

I 03 
oosi oori 

03 

10 
a ...... aeaaa 

10 
urpait 

san3 

...... 110. O. e O 

-Oa a A.,. 9I e . .... 

0 

san5 

WM. 

orpaN- 
-10 

gam inole 

a e ..... rmt a 

ai a a to 

IVIOL 

urP2PI 
WO 

. . flI20/6 

imam' 

siisry 's 

O 

et 

ni 
Z 

E 

1911 

E 

TISI 

0011 

It 

41 

`11 Zia 
161 

t to 

Z 

ro 

e 



TABLE 16. Investment in educational preparation,' by size and location of schools
in which rural teachers are employed 2

Items coasidered by State

1

LLII4 0 LS
Total cues
0:-
Median

MAUL TLAKD
Total cases
Qs-
Median
Ql

/AROMA
Total cases

Median ILst

01

Tzxxsuzz s
Tntal cases
0:-
Median
01

Total cases
01
Median

e.

Ticzas

Total cases

Median

%rumor?'

%Visconti'
Total cues 4

edian

Types of schools claisified by size and location

1-
teacher

2-
teacher

3

3- to 6-
teacher,

open
country

4

7- or-
Mort

teacher,
open

country

3- to 6-
teacher,
villages

6

7- or-
more

teacher,
villages

7

560 35 166 14k
$1, 229 $1, 462 $2, 76$ $3, 1g8
. $712 $950 $1, 600 $ 2.

$435 $588 $758
337

98 65 38 34 49 197
$1, 750 $1, 950 $3, 050 $4, 063 $2, 982 $4, 151
$1, 133 $1, 300 $1, 800 $2, 167 $2, 225 $2, 762

$744 $705 $1, 033 $1, 250 $1, 325 $1, 517

65 58 22 39 2 56
$2, 109 $2, 114 $3, 031 $3, 042
$1, 433 $1, 533 $2, 188 $2, 083 a . $2, 077
$1, 008 $1, 122 $1, 775 $1, 275 $1, 629

149 240 117 61 120 256
$1, 480 $1, 497 $1, 790 $2, 281 $1, 980 $2, 937
$1, 150 $996 $1, 300 $1, 700 $1, 500 $1, 957

$813 $680 $853 $988 $975 $1, 230

25 51 70 17 36 151
$1, 11 7 $1, 290 $1, 833 $2, 025 $1, 933 $2, 391

$825 $775 $1, 250 $1, 625 $1,467 $1, 856
$575 $515 $963 $625 $900 $1, 164

192
$2, 059
$1, 311

p $875

708
$1, 310

$981
$529

42 32 14 42 49
$2, 025 $3, 313 $3, 7F0 $4, 500 $3, 275
$1, 550 $1, 950 $2, 500 $2, 833 $2, 225
$1, 225 $1, 075 $1, 500 $1, 440 $1, 475

73 21 6 119 127
$1, 717 $1, 950 $2, 789 $3, 971
$1, 038 $1, 233 $1, 871 $2, 750

$733 $925 $1, 239 $1, 564

Data for Illinois and Texas do not include cost of high-school education.
s 2 types of information are included in all columns: (1) number of cases; (2) investmen; in edvational preps-ration.
s Data for Negro teachers of Tennessee, too kir to be significant and therefore, omitted.
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Appendix
s.

The Economic Status of Rural Teachers

To the teacher who receives this form:
Only as the public comes fully to understand the economic status of rural and semi-

rural teaching can this important field of social service hope for improvement, Persons
entering this itld of service are not likely to remain in it or regard it as a permanent
profession worthy of their best efforts unleis they are able to see in it a chance to eirn
a living wage, maintain a decent standard of living, and occupy a place of respect in
society. It is believed that a detailed study of the economic status of rural teachers
would be most helpful at this time. Such a study needs to consider more than teach-
ers' salaries. It needs to take into account income from sources other than teaching,
borrowings for current expenses, amount and nature of annual expenditures, 'amount
and kinds of savings, the number and 'nature of dependents, the amount of money in-
vested in education, the 'idebt status of the teacher, etc. Unless the rural teacher's
position in these important economic considerations i known it will be .impossible to
see fully just when( rural teaching stands both as a means of making a living and as a
profession.

The folloWing form has been devised for the purpose of gathering this type of informa-
tion from rural teachers. Your cooperation in furnishing exact information will be
greatly appreciated. Please read through the entire form first, get the whole situation
in mind, and note the vatious,definitions given for the terms used. Then give -the data
requested as fully, as accurately, and as promptly as you possibly can. The contribution
you will make toward the whole vexing problem of getting into our rural and semirural
schools a per Inianent, well-paid, and professionally trained staff of teachers will amply
repay you for the time and effort you will spend in .filling out this form.

Data should bc given for a full year beginning September 1, 1934, and ending August
31, 1935. InClUde incomes, outlays, arid other financial transactions for the summer
months as well as those for the school year. Give actual figures wherever possible, and
where not ponible give your best estimate for a given item. If an item is estimated-
mark "Est." An effort has been made in.sections I to III to obtain a complete account
first, of your incomes and financial gains from all sources during the year, and second,
of your expenditures, savings, or investments of whatever nature. It is, therefore, clear
that the totals for I and II should be approximately equal to thc total for all the items
included under III. The information revested under V and VI will be of great
value in interpreting the data given in sections I to IV. Since the form dóes not call
for your name there should be no hesitancy in giving data of a personal nature.
.111MINNIMI

s 1 Forst vied in *Amin. data for the study.
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4.

state. OOOOOOOO .

I. Current incomes and ieceipts.Please record below to the best q your knowledge the
amounts of money you received during the period from September 1, 1934,
August 31, 195, fran the various sources indicated. If you received no money from
a particular source, write zero (0) in the appropiiate space. All incomes and other
aids to yciur economic welfare for the year should fall into smile one of these groups.
If such incomes or aids were received with other persons not dependent upon you,
compute and give as accurately is possible the share falling to you. Give best
estimate, if necessary, and mark item "Est."

Amount
(to nearest

Sources of current .income dollar)
1. Your own salary for teaching: (Include face value of warrants, retire-

inent deductions from base pay, amounts deducted or donated to help
balance- the school budget, etc.). (See items 25 and 30) S.. .

2. rour' own earnings from work other than teaching S..
3. Income contributed to your living or maintenance of your home, by parents,

spouse, or other members of your- family except dependent children . . S..
4. Income contributed to your living or maintenance of our home by depend-

ent children . .

5. All other current income or receipts: Interest, di nds, rents, net annual
4 business profits, etc. (Exclude borrowings, gifts, /Ind inheritances,

withdrawals from savings, receipts from sale of property, and othcr
reductions of holdings)

6. Money borrowed during the year tut not rcpaid during same year.
(Omit money borreiwed to pay debts incurred in Aother years or for
investment purposes) S. .

7. Withdrawals from savings, or money obtained from sale of property for
current expenses. (Omit if money which was reinvested, transferred
from investments to savings, ett. See item 9) OOO .... S.. ..

8. Total current receipts for the year. (Sum of items 1 to 7) 5. .... .
Nolk-urrent income.List below all income received during this year (September 1,
1934, to August 31, 1935) which is not annual or regular in type.

Sources of noncurrent income
Amount

mipb. 4 (to nearest dollar)

9. Income from sale of property, matured insurance, and other reduc-
tions in savings or holdings. (Sei item 7) ??

. $. . . ...
10. difts and inheritances

1.. 1 6 . . 5. . . . Ir

IL Total noncurrent receipts (sum of items 9pand 10) , 5.. .

. 12. Grand total of incomes and receipts (sum of items 8. and 11) . . . . $....
Expenditures and oullays.Record in appropriate spaces all expenditures during_the

year September 1, 1934, to August 31, 1935« If theie were no expenditures under
a given head, wrifeeivero (0) in the appropriate space. Space is provided separately
for expenditures for yourself and for dependents. If exact figures are snot available
give best estimate for each and mark "Est."

MIA
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For de-
pendents
(to moral

Distribution of expenditures At self dollar) Total
13. Food.Include; board, meals puichased, and all

food supplies

fo.

14: gousing.Annual rent paid.° (If owner: Include
upkeep, insurance, taxes, and interest on unpaid
loans on house; exclude payments on principal.
(See item 28)

15. House operation.. Expenses of runniiig the house:
Include light, heat, gas; phone, domestic service,
cleaning, house furnishings. (Omit new furniture.
See item 28) 4 S

16. Clothing.Purchase, repair, cleaning, etc ... . . . . $
17. Health.Include the services', medicines,- and appli-

ances procured from doctors, tntists, opticians,
nurses, hospitals, drug stores, hekth and accident
insurafice, etc

'118. Transpoyation.Streetcar, railway, or bus fare 'and
operating cost of oN'vn automobile.¡ (InClude only
estimated portion of cost of transportation fairly
chargeable to your work.) (See item 22)

19. Edurztion.Include all cps incurred during year
for school or, college atten ce, private lessons,
extension courses, afid oth types of direct edu-
cation

20. Professional expenses.Expenditures during year for
professiorial books and magazines, professional
nlemberships, costs paid by you for 'Attending meet-
ings and other professional travel, etc

21. Associations other than professional.Annual member-
ships in social, civic, land luncheon clubs, lodges,
church, ánd other organizations. (Omit insurance,
mutual benefit associations, etc. See item 29).... .

22. Recreation.Books and magazines not included in
item 20, newspapers, theaters, concerts, spdrts, vaca
tion costs, operation of automobile,1 etc. (Not in-
cluded in item 18). .

n. Gifts during year to charity and civic improvement;
include gifts to relief, charitable institutions, sub-
scriptiornitc. (Omit minor gifts to individuals
listed as dependents) .

24. Interest, taxes, upkeep, attorneys' fees and other ex-
penses incurred during the year in connection with
property and investments other than those included
in item 14 OOOOO 15....

25. Losses or deductions from teacher's salary. (Include
discount of 'warrants, donations to -help balance
school budgets, etc. See item 1). . . . .

I Allocate to "Transportation," item 18, and "Recreation," item 11, such
operating your car, if you own one, as seems to you a fair division. (Total
include for depreciation ono-fifth of original purchase price.)
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26. 'Miscellaneous or incidental expenditures. Barber or
bauty parlor services, cosmetits, tobacco, moving
expenses, presents, and other personal nd inciderrtal
items. If some items are large, please list separately
below:

(a)
(b) "
(c)

IT de-

pendenti
(go 'rarest

For self dollar),s " Lt. 00

$ ses.. $o 0.
S.

27. Debts: Payments on principal of debts incurred
in previous years fbr college attendance, --medical
services, borrowings, etc. (Omit payments on
house, furniture, etc., given in item 28)

28. Savirigs during zear.Include accumulated cash,
ban1/424p.psits, and money invested during year in:
bonds, stocks, building-loam associations, notes or
unsecured loans, annuities, payments on principal
to purchase home and furniture or other. property
(see items 14 and 15) and all other savings except
life-insuiance and retirement payments or deductions.

- (See items 29-and 30)
29. Life iiuuranee.Inciude annual payments on life and

endowment policies, and* other types of insurance
or annuities which are rikatute of an investmen.t.
(Under "For self" incluac iirr:miums for insurance
covering the life or fu* of yourself; under "For
dependents" record inErance on others)

30. Teacher retirement Annual payments 6r deductions
for retirewint. . (See item 1)

31. Total eXpenditures and outlays.2-7(Sum of all itelns 13
,t. to 30, inclusive) . . . S..

IV. Present financial standing. Please give below as accurately -a.1 possible your financial
standing as of August 31, 1935, as indicated by the items listt:Cli:

-

Amount
Property Or indebtedness ilugun 3 1, 1935

mvinv-or32. Total securities.lf securities are not wholly paid up give your
present equity. Include bank deposits, and cash value, otbonds, stocks,
mortgages,' loans, and othei obligations due you. (Oink insurance to

- be given in item 35) ................. .
33. Total market value of real and personal property.(Give full market value

regardless of mortgages on unpaid debts agiinst such properties) . .

34. Total amount of debts or unpaid obligations on real or persqnal property,
including mortgars and other debts against such property.. . .

35. Total present cash surrender valuevof life insurance, annuities; teacher ¡efire-
ment, and similar investments S.

36. All other debts.Initude all unpaid debts and obligations (except aim
given in item 34), such as college debts, dottor and Cabo unpaid bills,
loans onornsurance policies, etc .... ... S

1 Total exPenditurn and outlays should be approsilnately equal to total income d receipts. (See item 124
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a .

V. &National data. appropriate spaces check (x) or give number which most closely
4fits your case.

37. Type of xkool district in Which employed.Open country if in village or
fown, please give latest population figure

38. Size of school.Pleke give the total number of teachers employed gin your
school .. . . . .

39. Field of teaching. Please state elementary or high schoól grade or grades
taught

40. Duties.Teacher a principal ; supertisor ; superin-
tendent

41. Education.Please give total number of months you have attended high school
or equivalent ; college or nornial school ; postgraduate college
work42. Investment in education.Give clqsest estimate of cost of school attendance per
month, such as board, room, tuition, books, clothing, travel, etc. (Include
=bunts paid by parents, value of self-help, etc.): High school or equivalent
s. . . . ..; normal school or college, S. . . . . . ; postgraduate college work, $

43. Experience in teaching.Please give total number of months you had taught school
prior to August 31, 1935. a 4

44. rears in present position.(Exclude present year.) . . . . . .

VI. Perional data.In approprilate spaces check (x) or give number which most crOsely
fits yowl case.

45. YoWsex.Male . . . . ; Female . . .

46. rour age.Under 25 . . :; 25 to 29 .. . . ; 30-to 34 . . . . ; 35 to 39 ... . ; 40 to 44
. . ;.45 to 49 . . . . ; 50 to 54 . . . . ; 55 to 59 . . . . ; 60 to 64 . . . . ; 65 or more . . .

47: Marital status:
(a) S4ngleliving with paren3 or other near relative . . .

(b) Singlenot living with parents or other near relative ..... .

(c) Marriedliving with parents or other near relative other than spouse . .

(d) Marriedliving with spouse
(e) MarriedNot living with parents, or other near relative, including spouse

III II

48. How ?rimy children, Your own dr adopted, if anywere chiefly dependent on your
income for their support duriiii the period September .1, 1934, to August 31,
1935. Please give numbers ..

49. How many persons, other than children, were chiefly dependent on your income for
support durIng that year. Give number .P

450. Service contributions to living costs, check (x) one or more:
(a) Kept own room in order .

(b) Helped to keep other parts of house in order
fc) Helped with preparation of meals
(d) Other arraniernents, please specity

51. General living conditions.Check (x) onc or more. (Only persons boarding gknd
rodming will please furnish following information):
(a) Shared sleeping room with other menibers of household . .
(b) Had use of living room ; other sPecial romps . . . . ; piano .. . . ;

ridio . ; phonograph . . . . ; current magazines . . . . ; current newspapers
p

tr.

(c) Living quarters equipped with furitace ; electric lights . . . . ; running. . . .

water . . I I ; indoor toilet .. . bathroom . . .

-

i

I
..

, .

.

k, .., '
. .

, 1

., 4

. ';

. .... . .......

. )
,

. . . ., . .

.

.

4 A

.

.....

..

. ..
. 1r '

.. . . /

. .. . ..
. . .

.

.

.; ..
gat I

s.

144%
.

1*

,

GOO

..

-

11.



tf .\
1

.
_

*
:

.

.r
.-

..-
t

7

.4

4 ..
:

.'.
-

..
e

L
g

dk
fit

0
'

v
4

.

0

L
oc

at
io

n 
of

 ,t
he

in
st

itu
tio

ns
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

in
g

in
 th

e 
Pr

oj
ec

t
in

 R
es

ea
rc

h
in

 U
ni

ve
rs

iti
es

-s

.1

;

4

1,

q.

11
41

V
1

11
11

11
11

1,
É

t


