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THE KINDE EN IN BENEVOLENT INSTITU-
- TIONS.

'} INTRODUCTION ’

" The essential impwrtance of the kindergarten in every institution

., which has"the caro of children and its.value in simplifying adminis-

// tration and in making the work of healing, tmlmng or correction

casier, quicker, and more permanent, appear clearly in the following

excerpts from letters sent to the Bureau of Education, in response

to an inquiry, by officials of every kmd of institution for chlld
betterment.

There is a wide varlety in the kinds of organizations reprosonted
Social settlements, industrial schools, orphanages, day nurseries,
" homes for dependent and neglected (,hildrun hospitals, and institu-
‘tions for defectives; and there i3 an equally wu]e variejy inthe kinds
of children theseorgamzatmm serve—deaf, blind ,erippled, and feeble-
minded, of every race, nativity, and creed. Their ages vary from
that of earliest infancy to 21 years. .

-Some of these institutions are maintained by sectarian organiza-

4 tons for the purpose of bringing children up under certain religious
influences; others reccive childrenfrom juvenile courts and probation
officers.  Still others care for children who have been abandoned by
their natural protectors, or who are deﬁclent physically or mentally,
or bave been taken from neglectful or abusive guardians. Besides
. these there are the socml—nmprovement agencies, sett,lements mothers
clubs, and so on.

The Bxperience of all these has been the same—that the properly
adap*d kindergarten, in properly trained hands, supplies the human-
izing factor absolutely necessary for solving their problems with any
approach te completeness. No other gort of evidence could be
. qually convincing.

The children whom the community must, for its own good as well
as theirs, look after in one way or another, are brought to their
unfortupate condition, in most cases, by a lack of normal influences
for proper.development. Unjil the community began to recogmze'
the overwhelmmg importandp, of the ‘‘personal equation® in every . -
human bemg it simply seques atad those.whe oﬂ‘énded or burdened . .

3 lt. it put thexn out of mght. generally out of mmd The folly of . 3
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thus fattening its own burden at terrible expense, prosent and future,

the community now understands; -and perhaps the most satisfactory

sign of a real awakening is the position of first importance given to
¢ child work, of whatever nature. Tt is recognized to-day by practical
workers in this wide field that the kindergarten may be their greatest
single help, by supplying the substitute fordesirablefamilyinfluence
and training which, until comparatively recently, institutional man-
agements sought vainly.

The letters,received by the Bureau of Education in answer to its
questionsindicate, for instance, a tendency to under-age development
among orphanage children, because of the impossibility of giving
individual instruction to the largo numbers of little ones through the
small force of untrained and unskilled attendants with which most
such institutjons are provided.

The dimcult,y which all children’s institutions have to mect is thus
expressed in one of tho letters to this bureau:

Children brought up in any institution get into & kind of groove; theysshow a
tendency to selfishnesms—even the brightest of them develop an awkward shyness
88 a result of not coming in contact with the outside world and because of the dull,
monotonous, daily routine that exista in tho life of the institution child.

Such children frequently do not even know how to play. The
kindergarten and trained kindergartner arc of especial value to
institutions because they substitute the maternal spirit for that of
mere constituted” authority in all who are-dealing with child life.
The function of the kindergarten is to nurture, unfold, form, and train
the child’s inhercent powers; to teach him. to beecome aself-educator.
In the kindergarten the foundation of alls %ubsoqu%ﬂlucntion i laid.

The benefits of kindergarten trainingto foreign cdren are incalcu-
lable from the standpoint of language and the interpretation of the
material world through form on the one hand, and from the stand-
point of law, order, induqtry, and ethical ideals on tho other. -

Philanthropic enterprises for the.afflicted, both public and private,
such ay schools for deaf, dumb, blind, or defective children, should
have kindergartens because of, their educational benefits through the
training of the hand. Properly taught, the hand may become tho
outer ear and eyo—even the outer brain, for these unfortunates; for
through the hand the brajn is awakened and stimulated.

A kindergarten is thefirst demand of the social settlement, becauso
through it the settlement worker/gains the first interest of the neigh-
borhood. The kindergartner must visit the homes, and the parents
3 of the children soon find that her visits are dnsmterest,ed She has

no ax to grind, either in “trade, politics, or religion; she comes as a
. friend of the fnxmly Suspicion of any ulterior motive soon dls&p
N -and she is welcomeé; she meeta with:the greatest courtesy and
&dnm i "‘the néighborhood Hundmds of churches aiid thissiona_+ .
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THE KINDERGARTEN IN BENEVOLBNT INSTITUTIONS. 7

with records of true beneficence have found the kindergarten abso- -
lutely essential in their work. C
. The biggest bill the ‘community has to pay s that run up by
puuperssm, vice, and crime. Littlo can bo expected from remedies
".applied to chronic cases; such tréatment is palliative, at the best;
only prevention can be genuincly, lastingly beneficial. -

. B

REPORTS FROM INSTITUTIONS HAVING KINDERGARTENS.

. 1. ORPHANAGES.

.
THE WASHBURN MEMORIAL ORPHAN ASYLUNM, HlNiW‘EAPOLIs. MIKN. B

L

Webave had a kindergarten in this institution for many vears. 1t ix the founda-
tion or preparatory work of theschool.  The kindenzrten boars resemhlanee iy value
o the preparatory workeaceoiplished through clementary sloyd. When considered
in their relation to the needs of children wha are dependent upon self-developrent
for anearly preparation for self-support, these elembntary cducationnl Processes
tuke on an exceptional value that needs vnly to be suggested to bhe undemstood, 1t
may also be considered a duty to such children to ledd tiem by the most certain and
direct paths to the educational opportunities upon which they nust depend for
their ability to master ‘problems that lie before them.  The kindergarten has come

_tostay, and its place will grow larger as its values ace understood and appreciated.

HOWARD ORPHARAGE AND INDUSTRIAL {FHOOL, KINGS PARK, LONG ISLAND, N. Y.

We find the kindergarten teacher eepecially. Kelpful in an institution,  She amuges,

the lack of that individual mother’s touch that can not be given tor tifem in such a
place. We have ceme to the point where we feel we could not do without our kin-
derzarten schoal, and we do our hest to provide the teacher with everything necessary
toediry on her work ., you were to enter our kindenggen ¢lass and see the number
of intelligent little faces and note the keen pleasure the¥sseflect, you would knaw
that itis one of the happiest places for nuch work.,

ST. MARY'S ASYLUM.MOBILE, ALA,

Theongh the kindifess of :l'fﬁ-ml who gave her serviges gratuitously, oug children
enjoyed the privilege of a kindergarten lust year, but were not so favored this year.
The children derived greal benefit from’it, and the sister ate very much in favor of
. ‘The children used the games and songw, also the articles made in their recreation,
and itgave an enjoyuble variety to a life which is necessarily more or loss monotonous.
The sisters noticed that it had moero effect in bringing out backward children than
anything else. If we were notso hampered by lack of means—we have hardly enoug
for support—we would consider it money well spent to give our children the mlvan%o )
of kindergarten training. : g .

" THE PACIFIC HEBREW ORPHAN ABYLUM, 8AN rmcmco. CAL. .

The kindergarten helps to preserve the spontaneity of the little ones.’ It gives
them knowledge of thinge and relations and motives and stories and responses to
which they would otherwise remain strangers. It provides o splendid opportunity

1o slate

chamcteristic. of institution children. . ‘As to results, experi
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entertaing, and develops the young minds that would otherwise run riot because of .

for impulse and desire to pety into action, the lack of which, has in time_past been: '
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| ‘ .
that the children from the kindergarten learn to read more quickly and more casily,
their number work is better, and it is casier to provxde really helpful “busy work”
and to organize “‘group work” with them.

EVANGELICAL ORPHANAGE, HOYLETON, ILL.

We have a kindergarton and do not sec how could get along withoutit. The
ehildren are prepared for actual school work und are physically and intellectually
developed te become more useful in all stages of their life. 1t aelps to awaken and
develop the sense of duty to themselves and to their comrades.

7 SOLDIER'S ORPHAN HOME, DAVENPORT, IOWA.

We find the kindergarten to be most valuable, indeed. Tho proper sacial education
of children in orphanages is a pmhlom which the kindergarten helps to solve.  The
institution kindergarten not only is of great beuetit to the children taught therein,
but has a reflex benefit upon the wholo insiitutional body

~

JEWISHE ORPHANS' HOME, NEW ORLEANS, LA. O

We have a kindergarten in our home, and find it a most valuable asset. The value
of the kindergarten work depends primarily upon tho teacher. The child comes to
the kindergurten teacher at the sge when it is like 8o much plastic clay in the hand
of the moldor. We are great.believers in kindergurten work under proper auper-

* vigion and with the right environment, and we consider our kindergarten plays a

most prominent part in the development, both physical and mental, of our children.

. .
g BT.VINCENT'S ASYLUM, SYRACUSE, N. Y,

e
We find the kindergarten training very useful 1o the children. Tt teaches them
0 emmploy their time out of achool, and also tends te make them happy and contented.
The teachers in the lower grades find it of great-value in their work, the children,
having become accustomed to disciplino and to employ their hands in manual work,
adapt/themseives to the schoolroom work more readily, and' thus poesess a great
-advantago ovet the untmined pupils.

.

4 SIMILAR LETTERS. g

Similar letters have been recoived from the following:

Bacred Heart Orphanage, Pueblo, Colo, i ’

Methodist Orphan Home, Macon, Ga.

Angel Guardian Orphan Agylum, Chicago, Ill. !

The Chiicago Orphan Asylum, Chicago, Hl. .

The Chicago Nursery and Half-Orphan Aeylum, Chicago, Il

Methodist Deaconess Orphanage and Epworth Children’s Home, Lake Bluf‘ll
The Soldiers’ Orphans' Home, Normal, 11].

Guardians Home, Indianapolis, Ind. : .

“The Rose Orphan Home, Terra Haute, Ind. :

The United Norwegian Lutheran Church Orphans” Bomeﬁeloit, Towa.

Btate Orphans’ Home, Atchison, Kaps. -
Orphanage of Our Lady of Mercy, Worcester, Mae. g

8t. John's Orphan Asylum, Grand Rapids, Mich, ) ¢
Orphans’ Home, 8t. Louis, Mo..

The Christian Orphans’ Hows, 8%. Lonis, Mo, .

Methordist Orphans’ Home, 8t. Louls, Mo, . Lo

- :  Mismouri-Baptist Orphans Home, 8t,, Louia, Mo. ~ . :
3, Al We Aaylum,men,l{o : Lt

it H"w Rigpen 11
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Tho Albany Orphan Home, Albany, N. Y.
Asylum of the Sisters of St. Dominic, Blauvelt, N. Y.
Brooklyn Hebrew Orphan Asylum, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Orphan Asylum Society, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Buifalo Orphan Asylum, Buffalo, N. Y.

L : Orphan Asylum Society, Nastings-on-lHudson, N. Y,

Thonas Indian School for Orphan and Destitute Children, Iroquois, N. Y.
The llebrew Orphan Asylum of the City of New York, New York, N. Y.
The Hebrew Infant Asyluin of the City of New York, New York, N. Y.

* St.Josevh's Asylum, New York, N. Y. :
St Joseph's Axylnn, Rechester, N. Y. 4
Rochester Orphan Asylu, Rochester, NL Y,
Onondaga Orphans Home, Syracpse, N, Y.

Pl

v Froy Orphan Howe, Troy, N, Y.

Utica Orphan Asylum, Utiea, N. Y. . s

+ )

II. HOMES AND INSTITUTIONS FOR CHILDREN.

" CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY, LOUISVILLE, KY

The kinderganen i< of untoh] value to the classof children we lake, ax it does more
to (-ln_-,\'vlnp'!lu-m_ to brighten their lives, and to make them sweet. Iovable children
than all other agencies compined. “Che Special attention given the children in the
kinderzarten, who have never received any eare. affection, or ad tention before, mitkos
a wonderful change: and after a fewmonths, instéad of having a lot of dow, droopy,
dudl-eyed, dull-faced children, we lave a room el of the happiest, brightest little
children to he fiund anywhere.  1n iy opinion, tite kindergarten should be estab-
lished in every institution that handles children permanently.

CHILDREN'S HOME, URBANA, ILL. N R

We consider aur kindergarten one of the most important factogs in the plan of our
honme training. The canstruetive play, the devolopment of keen observation and con-
centration, the lessons in nature study, and particstarly the methodical habits formed
in the kindergarten are, in my estimation, necessary to the right upbuilding of child

character. —_—
N MISSION FREE SCHOOL, ST. LOUIS, MO.
4

We find the kindergarten of the greatest value, helping, us it does, to train tho whole
child, physically, morlly, and spiritually, and thegehildren are always happy and
harmoniourly occupied there.  Children ko young can not profit by regular'day school
or the usual manual training, and yet it is of the highest importance that their activitien
shonld be directed and wnified as they are ifthe kindergarten. The power of the
persomality of the kindergarton teacher is also of tmnsforming putoncy.

. »

HOME ’FOB. TEE FRIENDLESS, BALTIMORE, MD. .

On noaccount would we givd up the kindergarten work.  Qur teachers in the inter-
mediato school say there is the gredtest differenco between the children from the
kindergarten and those from .outeido who lack the triining. Everything depends
upon the teacher. The teacher should not only bo a guod teacher, but sympathetic
and patient as well. Thero little..homolex:\ and iricndless ones need mother dove as

woll as trainiag. . &
MOURT FLORENCE S8CHOOL, PERXSKILL, K. Y. .

1 t would not be possible in tho space of a mere lotter to oXpress our npprecist.ion‘

of the benefit children gain from kindergarteh training, conducted according to true

", roehelian princples. . The Kindorgarten i the ‘chlds warld, "1 which e gl
& P -, B > i (R ; ),»’VJA-A. v %
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who has the advantage of tsue kindergarten training. 1t develops the entire being

lessons learned in'this, the seed time of Ythe child’e life, will undoubtedly bear

fruit in time. Love of order, necessarily implying Observance of rule, power of
imagination, concentration of mind, retentive memory, love of the beautiful and true,
creative activity, control and use of bodxl) members, is a natural outgrowth of true
kmderganen training.

. BTATE PUBLIC S8CHOOL, COLDWATER, MICH.

’We have a kindergarter?department in the day school of this institution with two
trained kindergartnere in chmge Children are sent hefe because of parental neglect,
and such children seldom test up to normal mentahty At first many of the younger
ones are unable to exprees themselves except in the crudest kixd of language, “glang”
and “‘vulgarity.” They have no vocabulary, and until they have eeen thlhgs 10
g ~intereet them and have acquired words to exprese themselves they appear unusually
stupid. A few weeks in the kindergarten works wonders in brightening up these
neglected little onee mentally and physically. Therefore, I'heartily recommend the
kindexgarten. " 5
HOUSE.OF THE GOOD RHEPHEED, GARDINER, ME.
The kindergarten has been of inestimable value in teaining our little ones. Tt
quickens their memories, btings out their powers of \beervat.lon and they apply all
they lgarn in kindergarten to their everyday life.

8 SIMILAR LETTERS.

. Similar letters have Hecn received from the following:

Sonoma State Home, Eldridge, Cal.
Home of the Guardian Angel, Los Angeles, Cal. = |
Washington Homs for Foundlings, Washingten, D. C.
Wichita,Children's Horne, Wichita, Kana, ‘
New England Home for Little Wanderers, Boewn Mase.
The D. A. Blodgett Home for Children, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Haskell Home, Battle Creek, Mich
- State Public School for Dependent Children, Owatonna, Minn.
z The Institutional Church, Kansas City, Mo
-~ Mothere’ Jewels Home, York, Nebr.
“+ - Davenport Home, Bath, N. Y.
The Brooklyn Indusmal School Association and Home for Destitute Children,
Brooklyn, N. Y. s,
8t. John's Home, Brooklyn, N.Y .. . : .
- City and Town Home, Newburgh, N. Y.
Amencsn Female Guardian Society and Home for the I‘nendlea New York, N. Y
House of the Good Shepherd, Utica, N. Y. )
_Bt, Joseph's Infant Home, Utica, N. Y. \

o B # [, DAY NURSERIES.
= aARDNER lvnmi DAY NURSEZRY, DROOKLYN, X. Y,

Prwiom to the time we wbre ‘ablet®secure & kmdergwtner the little ones were like
"8 mgny gny h lt:eu ‘material welfare, was well looked after, but we were -
uabletopny_{gp‘n G Bonié_t0 amuse thewm. ‘Now we gotthuervice-onhaundep

It

otuh-uwh nmliti-hzdto mmmwmmmmm

isguided in its work and in its play and led to choosearight. The child is truly bleesed

of the child—body, mind, and heart—each iving thoughtful care and culture.

r;,
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THE KINDERGARTEN IN BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS. 11

has been for the litile ones. The work the children do is not enough to tax their

young minds, but is a start in concentration very necessary for chxldmn eapecially
for children in their condition of life. , .
DAY NURSERY OF ORANGE, BOUTH ORANGE, N. J.

The kindexgarte.D is of grest\alue to the children, who, through its agency, learn

" tobe self-reliant and helpful, carrying this attitude into their homee. Thereby they

help to raise the standard of family life.
DAY RURSERY ASSOCIATION, INDIANAPOLIS, .

Our institution has one kmdergarten teacher, who apends two hours daily in -
mst:ructm% the children. «Wé feel that the discipline and instruction thus imparted
10 these little folks, who would otherwise be left to themselves, is of such a nature
that it forms arr easential part of our institutional work.

BT. MARY'S !’U'RSBBY WATERBURY, 00”

The childrer st Mary's Nursery attend the, kindergarten in our parochial .
~school. Asaresult they show greater resourcefulness in plav and are happier. They
have a fund of facts and ideas and spontaneity of expreeswn and are observant and

docile. n
HALSEY DAY NURSERY, NEW YORK-CITY. .

We find for these children that the kindergarten methods are invalusble in training
their minds and preparing them for the public echools. ¥ou would be surprised to
find how well they can count. They learn patriotiam and similar necessary things
which they do not learn at home. ’

SIMILAR LETTERS.

Similar letters have been received. from the following: .

Day Nurt.ery Colorado Springs, Colo. -
Bell Lenox Nursery, Denver, Colo. P : : . *
The Margaret Etter Crechs, (Jhmago,‘ Tn.
South End Day Nurmery, Brookline, Masa. i
The Morgan Memorial Day Nursery, Bgston, Mass. . ‘
Fitch Creche, Buffalo, N. Y. - o
Grace (hurch Nursery, New York, N. Y. . . 0 -
Riverside Day Nursery, New York, N. Y

. Washington Heights Day Nursery, New York, N. Y. -
West Side Day Numsery and Industrial School, New York, N. Y.

IV. HOSPITALS.
DAISY FIELDS BOME AND HOSPITAL FOR omrx.in cn'n.nm ENGLEWOOD, X. 7.

We feel that the kindergartén training is of vihe. The children gain deftness with
their fingers, and célor eense. They are madé happy, and are benefited in all ways.

HORE, HOSPITAL AND 8CHOOL FOR ORIPPLED omxrnife, HOUSE ors. an.n,
GARPEN CITY,L.L <

The kindsrganon has proven most valuable in'a threefold sense: Not only do our
children learn to forget their deformitics through pleasant occupation, but t.hey are
brought to a realizationof their usefulness. They come to know that they are in ma
ways like other children, playing the same pames, singing the very same songs,
and making ‘exactly the- nmehndofm!ngsmtheh school work. The respltof
@ ; s'hounebold of bﬁght,.hnppy children, keenly wlive with interest in all their

e
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BIMILAR LETTERS.
*  Similar letters have been received from the following:
Nursery and Child’s Hoepital, Baltimore, Md. '
New England Peabody Home for Crippled Children, Boston, Masa.
New York City Children’s Hospital and Schools, Randalls leland, N. Y. *

V. INSTITUTIONS FOR FEEBLE-MINDED.
ALUMNZX OF THE TRAIRING S8CHOOL, VINELAND, N. J.

C

We use kindergartens as our greatest help in training the weakened minds. + We have
groups of children attending the kindergarten classes as preparation for other lines
of our work. Also we find teachers who have had the kindergargen training much
better fitted to teach all of the subjects taught here than throse without the training. It
gives teachery an insight into child life. which is so necessary in our work. At present
I am requesting, a4 far as possible. that all of our new teachers shall have had
kindergarten training. : ’

. DR. S8, J. FORT, GfLSTON HEIGHTS, BALTIMORE, ¥D.

. Concerning the kindergarten, ax applied t the mentabdefective, Iwould like to go on

record as & firm belicver in its great value as ap educational factor. For 25 years
I maintained . school in which Iroebel’s metjsds were the foundational elementa
of all training used therein. Wherever the kiMerirarten has failed, it has been due to
poorly trained teachers rather than to the principles. .

THE INSTITUTION FOR FEEBLE-MINDED, GRAFTON, N. DAK.

We find the kindergarten increases activity, stimulates the minds, aud trains our

children in the very things they need. In fact, this method is really the basis of all

" . our educational systcm, and the more retarded the children are in their development
the more useful we ﬁnd\it. ' y

. @ -
WISCOKSIN HOME FOR FEEBLE-MINDED, CHIPPEWA FALLS, WIS.

The kindergarten is of great value. Tae children form right kabits of plgy. They
k. gain control of their muscles. Their morals ard improved. Thay appear active and
are more normnal. They lose their timidness, which is a characteristic of them.

OAK LEIGH EDUCATIONAL SANITARIUM, LAKE GENEVA, WIS.

9 L .

The kindergarton is helpful for our children along the same lines as the kinder-
garten for normal children. It is especially helpful for self-control and the ability
to conform to living happily with others. It slso broadens the children’s interesta
and aids in speech, . : S .
Y SYRACUBE STATE INSTITUTION FOR FEEBLE-MIXDED CHILDREN, SYRACUSE, N. Y.
o Lut Year we had one class in kindergarten work, and the results were so gratifying

. .- thatat the beginning of our present school year a kindergarten department was organ-
. ized and the werk greatly extended. Wo have already found the kindergarten work .

of inestimable value in the development of our children. .

% _ THE NEW JERSEY STATE VILLAGE POR EPILEPTICS, SKILLMAN, X. J. N
%’._,ﬂ .. The kindergarten work in an institution such as ours is of great importance for
%7, the reason that many patients. have no edueation or training before entering the
- lnostitution, and owing. o their mental condition are children of larger growth, I |
* shauld very much regret it if I did: not have & department of this'kind in contiection. "
with the dnstitution. ¢ F T e, U A e s '
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i SIMILAB LETTERS, \

Similar letters have been roceived from the following:

Connecticut School for Imbeciles, Lakeville, Conn.
‘‘Beverly Farm” Home and School for Nervous and Backward Children, God-
frey, Il

" Lincoln State Bchool and Colony, Lincoln, II.
Indiana School for Feeble-Minded Youth, Fort Wayne, Ind.
Towa Institute for Feeble-Minded Children, Glenwood, Iowa.
Maine S~hool for Feeble-Minded, West Pownal, Me.
Masmachusetts School 4er the Feeble-Minded, Waverly, Mases.
Minnesota School for Feeble-Minded and Colony for Epileptics, Faribault, Minn.
Montana Training School for Backward, Boulder, Mont. -
New Hampshire School for Feeble-Minded, Lacpnia, N. I
Miss Copeland's School, Saratoga Springs, N. Y.
Institution for Feeble-Minded, Columbus, Ohio.
Pennsylvania Trining School for Feeble-Minded Children, El

, Pa.

" Eastern Pennsylvania State Institution for Feeble-Minded dnd Epileptice,
Spring City, Pa. a &&
State Institution for Feeble-Minded of Western Pennsylvania, Polk, Pa.
Miss McGraw’s School fer Boys of Defective Mentalities, Sharon Hill, Pa.
The St. Coletta Institute, Jefferson, Wis.
o Lutheran Home for Feeble-Minded and Epileptics, Watertown, Wis."-!

-
-

4
VI. INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND.

n‘l‘m HOME FOR THE BLIND, SUMMIT, K. J.

Our home is for blind babies, and our 30 children are aged from 3 months to 8 years.
While I consider the kindergarten training of inestimable value to children under
sty circumstances, to our children with their handicap it seems & necemsity. Its
first value would be the especial training to the senses, which are very keen if our
children are taught to propely use them. The manusl work is needed to teach

*  them t¥e use of fingers and hands, while the games and marches Jead them toward
the independence we constantly work for, and in connection with the songs and stories
introduce them to a world that would otherwise be darknbee to them, J.can not

eeo how our children could be prepaged for their schooling and thus for 8 vocation in

life without some years of kindergarten training. 5

'
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APPENDIX.
WHY SHOULD THE KINDERGARTEN BE A PART OF THE SCHOOL EYSTEM?

The kindergarten considers the whole nature of the child —pXysical, mental, moral—
and gives every aspect of that nature a chance for exercise, training, and growth.
Col. Parker, one of the greawest reformers of modern American education, .used

to urge his teachers to remember that *“the wholc bag goes to school.” Tt isnot merely

a segment of the boy’s brain that goes. And the wlfole boy needs opportunities for

exercise, training, and growth. o
Is not a child who has had the special opportupities that the kindergarten givea

for the all-sided development of his nature a better product. for th&school?

This issirply pragtical good sense.  We ask you, Is there any department or aspect.
of lifc where expert attention and special training do not count in the terms of succesa?
The result of expert attention to the growth and education of a little child is no excep-
tion to the rule.

Kindergarten education is motor, and its aim is to develop human power.
Some of its maxims and watchwords are:
“Seffactivity.”
“‘Learnipg to do through doing.”’
‘‘Education by development.” -
““All real growth is from within, out.” 2
These terms nsed unintelligently often stand for nothing but cant and formalism;
but rightly understood and followed by the well-trained kindergartner, they mean
that the child gets special training for his lower nerve centers. He gains contaol of
his physical organism. He gains:
1. The ability to obey promptly and to camry out instructions. -» .
2. The ability to concentrate attention.
3. .The ability to carry his own idess into effective action.

The kindergarten furnishes a mental hackground for the formal study of rending
writing, arithmetic, and geography.

1. READING:

The kindergarten child enters the school familinr with a selected group of the
best etories and poems, and is therefore 8t home with the subject.matter of reading,
and tus mind the more readily masters the symbols of reading. 3

2. WRITING:.

In teaching a child to write, the following processes are involved:

1. Holding and directing the pencil.

2. Observing the copy.

8. Reproducing the cepy.

4. Connecting the symbol with the idea. ‘

The kindergarten child has had much practice in the use of chalk,crayon, and
paint brush. This means training of the muscles of the hand. He also.has had
training in drawing from natural objects, which mesana the ability to put down with
his hand what his eyes see. For a child so trained’to learn to write, but one more
feature is involved—the reproducing of an wnfamiliar symbol. The experience of

- many teachers shows that the process of learning to write, which iscommonly a nervous
| - strain, not aloneto thie child but to his teacher, may-be made, by previous hndeb o
il oarten tmning wa euy and interedting step in the child’s development, - T
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16 THE KINDERGARTEN IN BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS. '
. 13

3. ARITEMETIC: "

The ®ducational material used in the kindergarten, known technically as the
“kindergarten gifts,” was developed according to & mathematical plan. Through
the use of this material the child learns to count, to deal with simple combinations of
tnumbers, and becomes familiar with euch mathematical forms as sphere, cube, tri-
angle, etc.

In the best kindergartens such training is incidental to the use of the gifts as play
material in building and in deaign. -

[ 5 gxoown‘:e': 7

Through its outdoor excursions; its garden work, and its plays in imitation of nat-
ural phenomens and of occupations of men, the kindergarten lays a good- fourdation
v for geography. :

Through the use of the sand table in laying out streets and parks and illustrating
the scenes of stories, the child makes a good beginning in geographic construction
and map making. .

The kindergarten promotes the happiness of children. They delight in its activitles, -
all of which are based upon their natural instincts, such as:

1. The instinct to construct—building gifts, handwork, ete.

2. The instinct to seek playmates and to organize games.

3. The instinct to investigate (materials given for this purpose).

4. The instinct to play in the sand.

5. The instinct of self-expression, which is the art instinct—painting, drawing,
modeling.

.8. The instinct to sing. N

7. The instinct to listen to stories and to narrate them. )

This association of happiness with organized activities in a clase under the direction
of a teacher sends the child to school eager. expectant, anxious to cooperate, and
eminently teachable. ’

_The kindergarten promotes the physical well-being of the chiid. a
We have already said that the kindergarien trains the physical, mental, and moral
nature of the child, but a special word sccms needed concerning the importance
placed by the kindergarten on physical health. '
The human child is born to fulfill a high destiny, and that destiny, the fine purposes
of the mind, will, and spirit, demands an admirable tool. The child’e body is the
tool with which he must work through life. Any education that does not promote
the eficiency of that ool is baneful.
Howldooe the kindergarten promote physical efficiency?

By ¢ftering the best of opportunities for the natural, normal activity and growth
of the child under hygienic-and healthgiving conditions. Idleness, aimlessness,
’ dissipation of energy are nerve wasting and devitalizing. Little children are @xceed-
ingly active by nature. They should bave a fitting environment and right channels

- for the expreasion of that activity. : .
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