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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

DeparreNT oF THE INTERIOR,
Brreav or Epvtcamoxs,
-  Washinglon, January 3, 1914.

Sir: I oam transmitting herewith for publication as a bulletin of
the Bureau of Education the third section of Harold W. Foght's
report en the rural schools of Denmark.  This seetion of the report
pertains alimost wholly to the folk high schools, which have by com-
mon consent been the most important fector in the transformation

’E in the rural life of Denmngrk and in the phenomenal economic and

social development of that country. In the 30 years from 1881 to
1912 the value of the (‘kp«)rtx of standard agricultural products—
bacon. eues, and butter-—inereased from $12,000,000 to'125,000,000.
Waste and worn-out lands have been r(‘dmm(‘d and renewed.  Coop-
-eration in producfion and marketing has become more common than .
in any other country.  Landlordism and farm tenantry have almost
disappeared.” Only 2 per cent of Danishi farmers are now tenants
or leascholders. Rural social life has become intelligent, organic,
and attractive. A high type of idealism has been diffused among
the masses of the people. A real democraey has been established. §
This is the outgrowth of an cducational system, universal, practical,
«and democratic.  Any ageney so simple, modest, and inexpensive as
the Danish folk high sehdol that can be considered even as one of the
important factors in such a result, or rather in such a combination of
results, is well worth careful study by the people of the United States.
That the Danish folk high school may be suocowfully transplanted
S abundantly shown by the success of such schools in other Scandi-
44 navian countries—Norway, Sweden, Finland. | That the form of the
school must bo modified for successful transplanting to English-
q‘fmkmﬂ countries’is not only shown by the attempts to establish
schools of this kind in E ngland and America, but is inherent in the
very ngatyre of the schools and in the principles and ideals out of
which they have grown™ L.agreo fully with Mt. Foght's suggestlons p
as to how these principles snd id6als may bo embodied as factors in
.the readjustment of our rural public schools for children and applled
in the establishment of schools for the instruction of adult illiterates.
Both are desirable. An extensive study of rural conditions and ne
and of rural populamg) in the Umted tates has, howev?_r, led me-to.
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6 LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

believe that with the necessary modifications to adapt them to varying
natural resources and economic aifd snciuol conditions, schools of the
Danish type.cmbodying the principles and ideals of Grundtvig, Flor,
Kold, Schréoder, Appel, and other Danish educators—short course
schools for young men and women from 18 to 30 or 35 years old -
might be no less suceessful in Ameriea than they have been in Sean-
dinavian countries,
Respectiully submitted. 0
P. P. Craxrox,
Conrmissioner.

L)
Tha SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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PREFACE.

The following paggs tell hriefly the story of Denmark’s contribution
Ao the theory and practice of edweations i. e, the Danish folk high
school.  As Rousseau in his day preached the gospel of childhood,
so Grandtvig, the father of the folk high school, gave lus 1ife to the
gospel of young manhood and womanhood.  Rousseau contended
that childhood was more than a prepurafion for becoming grown-up;
Grundtvig proclaimed the significance of youth as a definite epoch
durivg which ix determined spuch of the life to he Jived by the man,

Out of Grundtvigs philosophy. of life a system of schools for
grown-ap people gradually tookeshape. Just such schools no other
country has produced.  Almost ant progressive people can boast
some sort of ngri(‘-ulturul_ or other industrinl schools preparing “its
youth for the lifo tusks; but the Danish schools are quite different
from all such. The great work of these schools has been to lift
un entire war-<curred, hankrupt nation out of its slough of despair,
and o sel it high among the producing peoples of the-world. Nor
was this dono immediately through (auvfull\ wrought out technical
coursos of study, but rather hy dlmmnmntmg a lnmul folk culture
among all tho people—young and old alike—until illiteracy is now
practically unknown in the Kingdom. This Tutter has furnished
broad-minded leadership in town apd rural communities.  Out of it
has come a love for hamoe and soil an tive Tund, and a remarkuable .
ability to cooperate, man with man, in matters of community and
national importance in a way that mere practical industrinl schiools
can never give, : ,

As. “rightful cfildren” of the folk high schools, there have sprung
up loeal agriceltural schools, schools of fiouschold economies, and
special %('h()()ls for small-hold furmers, *Theso furnish the practical
upplu ation for the great lifo principles promulgated andgexpericnced 2
in the folk hjgh schools.  They form asystem of rural schools com:
plete mmugh to furndsh tho broadest kind of general culture |n()p(‘11y
balunced with the practical and technical, and yet so well dono that
the highest good in life is more than able to hold its oW with the
mero 1noney side of things. ' :

The folk high-schookphilosophy has been worked ot with many
modifications. Somo of. the schools still adhere” to tho originel
“cultural” courses, pure and simple. Othors havo gwatl_y modnﬁed
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their plans by stgving to solve the Lread and butter problems of the
peoplo as well. "That the former cluss of schools has exerted the
deepest and most lusting influence on the nation s cortain. But, if
Danish folk school principles aro to be in any wise made use of on ths
sido of tho Atlautic, such will probably e adaptations from the
modifiod schools which, while still adhering to the deep cultural
idoas of (i:'umlt\'ig ax enunciated through the “living word,” find
time to solve tho pressing workaday problems of all who come within
tho school's influence.

/That some adaptation of the Danisb folk high school is possiblo
and even highly desirablo in sections of tho United States there cun
scarcely be a question.  Tho purpose of this bulletin is to tell in as
simplo a manner as possible the story of these schools, cemphasizing

“what they have uccomplished for the nation at large and-for tho
rural folk as individualz, in the hope of lending some dssistanco
to tho oarnest men and women who ure at tlis time hard at work
to bring about an ewakening in some of the returded hyways of our
own Arnerican rural life.

A general acknowledgment of assistanee while studying (heso

.8chools-in Denmark and olsewhere was given in the proface to ** The
educagional system of rural Denmark’” and needs ho repetition here.
R HLOWL

December 25, 1913
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THE DANISH FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS. -

I—RECEXNT ACRICULTU RAL 1 \(Jl UTION AND THIE P()I}{
HIGH SCHOOL..

s

Denmark a land wheee agriculture 4s @ seionce.—Denmark is one of
the smallest kingdoms in Burope. The total land area messures less
than 15,000 square miles, making it less than one-half the sizo of
Maine, und Iess than one-fourth the wize of Misscuri.  The soil is
natyralby hight, and gredt sections of central arnd vestern Jutland aro

tandy and wlmost worthless. The climate, while never extremely

cold, is raw and inhospitable the greater part of the vear. The popu-

lation nambers about 2,800,000, of whom fully 61 per cent make

their living from the soil.

In this much-handicapped land a mighty struggle has Leen waged
against nature.  In less than two generations a poorly ordered agri-
cultyral system has been changed into the mest scieatifie to be found
anvwhere on the Continent of Furope. The soil has been made
to vield abundantly, and its products have been placed upon the
worlid markets by the farners thomselves, who veceive special traini
for this very puwpese. Nothing speaks in stronger ternts for, the sue-

cess of Danish ugriculture than figures showing the surprisingly rapid

increnso in the amount of annual exports. Thux, in 1881, just before .

cooperative enterprise amgng the farmers hud gained much head-
way, the net export in the three furm \tlll/OK bacon, hutter, and eggs,
was \'uluod at %1_’,()1() (100.  In 19041t had increased to 869,070,000,
and only cight vears { Tater had 1(‘11(.11(‘(1 the sur pr isingly lnrgo sum of
$125,000,000. . Sueh figures can bo explained in ono way only—the
application of broad general intelligenco to agricultural produetion
and markoting, an intelligoncoe induced by a system of gchools pecul-
inrly adapted to ruralneeds. .

. A marked reclamation service.—The old Denmark is being made

anow by the mdustn of man. Thosand dunes that have been heaped .

up by the North Sen Tor ages along the westera shore of Jutland have
boen chocked in their ‘inland drift. Grout windbreaks of pine and

plantations of ovoergreen and deciduous trees aro reclaiming the
heagher rogions at the heart of Jutland ‘whero nothing save ling
could grow before. Thé vory waters fromghe inland bogs are util-
ized ‘to irrigate the dry upland heath and\*u

R 2

(3

‘sprueo aro beginming to stop the force of the northwest winds. Vast

n it into pr&ductlve L




. first place, as will be shown later, the folk high schools teath a mutual

" members sell moc@ than $20,000,000 worth of goods annually. In

_ ganized on a plan similar to tho Enghsh Rochdsle system of stores.

2. $40,000,000:

- . ﬁ
10 . = rRE panisu ro®¥ moer scmooLs. l ,
"meadow. Everywhere the fields and meadows are kept in a higli state
of production through careful tilling and fertilization. All barnyard
manures are carefully husbanded and utilized. Great quantities of
mar] are dug at great labor fr\m deep beds and sprinkled over the
fields. Rock phosphates from the United States and elsewhere aro
likewise used to coax the soil to produce. Great macadamized turn-.
pikes have drawn the farmsteads close to the markets and made easy
the traffic in raw materials from farm to town. Free rural delivery
and parcels post are old and well tried. . Rural telephones are com-
mon, and in mafy regions the farm homes and farm schools are lighted
with electricity generated by wind power.
Remarkable growth of cooperative enterprise.—To produce much
.from the soil is but one side of agriculture; to be able to take these
pr.oducts and place them upon the world markets $o the best advan.-
tage is quite another matter. The Danisl farmer has solved both
the production and the distribution sides of his agriculturé. In the

trust and,confidence which have mdde possible this remarkable dovel
opment in cooperative enterprise, aud no one thing has played a
sgreater part in the agricultural prospetity than the spirit of coopera-
tion which prevails on every side.
More than 1,400 cooperative stores with several hundred thousand

addition, many scores of socicties are formed for the joint purchusﬁ
ing of feodmg stuffs, fertilizers, etc. “The selling associations are or-

. The cooperative dairies and cheese factories were the first to
give. Danish farm industries a name abroad. The first cooperative
dairy was started as lato as 1882. At the beginning of 1913 no less
than 1,188 sucki cooperative plants were busily at work. To these
may bo added 328 private dairies, which make the total number
‘1,516. About 2,700,000,000 kllogmms of milk, making fully 96,500,-

000 kilograms of butter, are handled in the cooperative plants. One
dairy alone—*Trifolium,)’ at Haslev, Zealand—receives the milk
from. 12,000 cows, treating at least 28,500,000 kilograms of milk;
40,000 cheeses of 50 yarieties are usually stored in the curing cel-
lars of the dairy, which if put end to end would cover fully 13 miles.

The small Kingdom boasts 84 whll-established bacon fnctonos, of
which 42 are cooperative and managed by the farmers thefnselves.
Practically every farmer belongs to one or another of these enter-
prises. *~ It majtérs not whether he is a:small holder and produces
ohly half a dozen 'pigs a year or is a big estate owner boasting his
three or four hupdred. Last year about 2,000,000 pigs were slaugh- -
tered in the co eratxvé'ﬁcon factories, representing a value of fully -

*h)ydoes not takd" into oonmdmuon the slaughtann} 3

do ‘1
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of beef cattle, ah important side industry. Every pig killed for ex-
port is carefully inspected by Government veterinarians and must be
absolutely freg from every trace of disease or it can not receive the
Government’s red export stamp. 'This bacon is sold on the English
markets in successful competition with the products of the Western
Hemisphere. All this work of preparing the pork products for the
markots, from raising the pig to selling it in London, is done by the
farmers trained for this work in the rural schools.

Even the exportation of cggs has* been orgapized as a powerful
cooperative enterpnse This began in 1895 and is now carrield on
“froln 500 gathering centers. The Danish eggs obtain remarkably
-high prices abroad, because the_v are scientifically handled and sold
under absolute guarantee that they are frbsh.  This is made possible
by the Mranding system in vogue, and the severe regulations under
which the egps are gathered, candled; and packed. :

Control unions and Government breeding centers.— Agricultural effort
is svstematized and kept at a high point of perfection by an army of
control union assistants or local agricultural experts trained in spe- _
cial courses at the rural wrrlfultnml schools. These men test the
milk for butter fat, instruct in foeding, make soil analvses, and give
advice on how o fertilize. They instruct in forms of farm account-
ing, test cattle for tubereulosis, and in other ways lend direct assist~
ance to farming. There are 524 such unions at the present time.
The value of tho organizations may bo soen in the fact that during
the year 1911 the total number of milch cows belonging within the
unions gave on the average 600 pounds of milk or 23 pounds Mutter
more cach than did the cows not so owned.  To systematize, to per-
fect, and to remove all waste is the endeavor of the control unions. .

The National Government takes an active part in agricultural
progress by training a large corps of farm experts who are at work
at the many experiment stations of the country or out among the
farmers. Of great importance are the efforts of the Government in
operating, or at least giying Statoe aid for, the maintenance of breed-
ing conters for choice stock. Thus great work has been done for the
perfection of the.two. types of Danish native horses, the heavy
Jutish sorrels and the lighter Fredriksborg bavs; likewise the fine .
black and white Jutish cows apd the sm&ller red Fyon cows are
rccmvmg much attention, as are also the lnrge white Danish “land
swine’’—the perfection bacon hogs. | ¢

Parceling out the largesestates.—The day of landlord: ~—absentes
or otherwise—is a thing of the past m Denmark. Sinc farmers
havoTearned to direct theirdwn governmont, they have | qd laws
which forbid the joining of several farms already established.® “On-
the other hand, the partitiop of larger farms or ostatoe into small ..
pgpelg is- eneournged by. legmlntlve enactment. - The vagrnmant A
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12 THE DANISH FOL.K HIGH SCHOOLS.

encourages industrious farm laborers to hocome landowrors, by

making direct long-timo loans for this purpose at 3} per cent. . Local

credit unions of farmors are also organized to assist mombers of the

.+ unions to borrow money to invest in land or farm improvements,
which money can generally bo procured at 4 per cent on the combined

- credit of the organization. This solution of rural ecredits makgs it
possiblo for men of small means to become independent, which would

be an impossibility updor other conditions.  Only one-fifteenth of the

Dnnish farmers ar¢g now tenants or lcascholders. At this timo

116,614 farms contain 7} acros or less; 28,992 farms contain from 114
to 22} acres; 35,257, from 331 to 674 acres; 6,502, from 135 to 270 -

“acres; and 22 contain 540 acres and over. The latter aro the old

ontailed estates which have not yet boen reached by the new land

laws. It should bo added, however, that during tho last few years
soveral of the lurge estates have been voluntarily parceled out into

“small boldings. In this way intensive smuall farming is over on the

incroase. o

Rurdl social life.—Two things, at least, are necessary to hold a
strong {arm population on tho soil. One of these is an cconomic
roturn from the land-commonsurate with tho labor and money
invested.  Without it no ono can bo contontoed to remsin thero.

Denmark hassolved this side of the problem.  Tho other pertains to

tho social existence in rural communitics. Even if agriculturo is

- mado reasonably profitable as a calling, this alone will not be suffi-
.« ciont inducement to hold a large productive population on tho farms.

Daily lifo must bo-kept humanly interesting and attractive thero.

If tho open country can not offer at least simgflo social attractions,

_ peoplo will go whero they can got then:. - .

. In theso respects, too, Denmark has been fortunate.  Thero is no
longer any danger of a cntymxrd exodus. - Many of the social prob-
loms confronting us in American rural communities havo been clearod
r) away. Iirst of all, tho great working factors in country life—tho

school and church-—have been able to hold their own against urban

influonce. Strong clurches and wall-organized schools in chargo of
dovoted and woll-trained men who aro giving their lives to the work
in tho open country lio thero as permanent citadols aguinst any out-
sido'aggrossion. Much of tho sociallifo in the cominunity is mspu'od
by theso_institutions. Pastors and teachers have thoir sharo in tho
remarkably offcctivo extension work emanating from tho folk high
L~ " schools and local agricultural echools. Because the social and recroa-
2 tive life is in tho main directod from these sources, it is generally
i wholesome. Each country parish has its own assombly hallvand
F o~ gymnasmm Tho former is used for extension course lectures, by
.. - ."tho local singing union, ‘and for matters of a similar nature: The _.
ﬁ & »latter hold h:gh place in Danish rurl life. The gymnamum, in fqot, i

"I*V Ol
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RECENT AﬁBICULTUBAL EVOLUTION. : 18

is the center of tho athletic and play activities of the community.
iymnasties is compulsory in all tho rural schools and is continued
at home aftor tho close of school life. It is not uncommon’ to soo
graybeards smong thio drilling youngsters, turning handsprings and
vaulting the horse with tho best of them. Such activities keep the
farm hearts cternally young. Another uniquo ~organization of the
fariners 8 the so-called skyticforeninger or sharpshooters’ associations.
These wero founded yoars ago as patriotic volunteer organizations, to
hold themselves in readiness tor tho eventualities of war.  With the

passugo of time theso clubs also lm\'o becomo centers for much of tho
commudity’s social life.

Last of mention, the schoolf are training voung men and women
for a varied rural ertisanship.  Thg small holders’ schools, expecially,
are doing a good work here.  Carpenters and masons who take specia)
interest in rural architecture; weavers, cobblers, and others who live
and do their work in the country or rural hamlets—all add their
fraction to rural-lifc betterment. It is well to remember that in the
United States we had at one time a twofold social lifo in rural dis-
tricts.  Thero were the soil tillers, pure and simple, and t6 group of
aitisans down at the crossroads—the blacksmith, wheelwright, cab-
incetmaker, cobbler, weaver, ete.—who represented an important part
of our carly so¢jpl life.  These Have long ago disappeared, forced to
the cities beeause of inzbility to compete with the machine-made
wares there.  Whether our schools or other forces shall be able to
reconstruct such an artisanship, or whether this is at nll desirable, is
quite another question. .

A correct outlook on Tife.—Danish farmers have learned to take the
right outlook on life. They have learned in a generation that agri-

cultural life needs not be complementary of city lifo.  Such farmers

aroe no longer subject to newspaper cartooning or witty lampooning.
They bave found their strength and are éxerting it in a wholesomeo

. way for national imprpvement.  With the conquest of the soil came

now, hitherto unknown, powers. Tho schools pointed the way. In
order best to handle the products of tho soil, good laws were neces-
sary. This led the way to polities. Tho mdlcnl or left party,.which
is composed mainly of small and middlo-class farmers, is now in full

£ontrol of tho Government and the Rigsdag. Pmctxcally the entire

cabinot, from the prime minister down, is made up of men from the
rural communities; and most of the progressive agricultural and social
legislation enacted in rocent years can be traced to the radical party.

Onco again, it may bo asserted that the folk high schools and schools
that have grown out of them, are largely responsxblo‘for this social-
economic ovolution. But beforo ontering into detail upon the story |
of tho schools, the beginnings of the agricultural evolution must here
be told in' order fully to mako cloar the romarkable chmges wrought
by them jia the hfe of the people, . . .,

)
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The changes of a century. —The middle of the eighteenth century

— found Danish agriculture in ‘a deplorable condition. The bulk of

t

titlable lands had, down through the times, become centered in an
_arrogant land-holding nobility or in the Crown. Not many of the
‘one-time powerful free-landed peasantry had been sirong enongh to
survive the changeable times of the middle ages as independent land-

‘owners. A majority of them had been foreed into a condition of

serfdom, under which they must remain on the estate where horn,
from the age of 4 to 35; and after the period of bondage was ended
were obliged under law to rent land lots from their recent overlords
on conditions most intolerable. Among other burdens, they were
subject to Howeri, or working a definite number of du)s weekly on
theﬁwnd estate. In addition, they were ground down by heavy
tithings; and personat initiative was curbed by the system, then in
vogue, of working the soil in common. The soil was poorly managed,
and science'in agriculture unknown.  Even the National Government
gseemed to discriminate deliberately against the strugeling peasants
through unfair legisintion —especially in the form of v\ml)mmt export
duties. To fill the cup of the peasants’ despair, a virulent cattle
plaguoe swept the country and cloged the markets of Hamburg against
cattle, their chief export.

In the middle of ome of Copenhagen’s most prominent thorough-
fares stands®a rather plain obelisk called  fiiheds Stotte, or liberty
monument. 1t was erceted to commemoratethe frecing of tho serfs
in 1788, On the one side it bears the inscription: “The King saw
that Civic Freedom fixed in righteous law gives Leve of Country,
Courage for its Defense, Desire for Knowledge, Longing for Industry,
Hopo of Prosperity;’’ nnd on the other, ‘‘The King hade that Serf-
dom should ceaso; that to the Land laws should be given Order and
Might; that the free Pessants may become brave and enliglitcnod,
industrious and good, an honorable citizen. in happiness.”  Theso
words of wisdom and prophecy have been tully justified by a century
of attainment on the part of the freedmen,

The first reforms had already come in 1781, whep communism in
landholding was abandoned. Three yoars lmor tho great €rown
cstates were parceled out; then, in 1788, serfdomn cameo to an end.
Export duties were lifted on carn and cattle, and the Government
established a credit fund to help the new small holders get on their
feet. This period of reform wrought wonders in the life of the people.
Much progress was made in agriculture. The public schools were
1mproved and intelligence grew apace. Then camo the Napoleonic

" wars, carrying with them widespread national ruin. Tho.war left

Denmark politically crushed. IHer fleets werp gone, and with them
~ lrer power at sea; Norway was lost for good, leaving a shrunken geo-

: . Ygraphwal area and 8 dxscouruged people As soon as the emba.rgoes on
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RECENT AGRICULTURAL EVOLUTION, 15

foodsuuifs were lifted, grain prices fell to below the cost. of production.
The period 1823 to 1825 suw a great erisis in the agricultural life of the
nation. More than one-third of all the big estates wend under the
hammer and changed hands. Onco more patriotic leaders came to,
the succor and brought about addidonal reforms which gave grad-
ual relief. h ’

The second great national shock came with the disastrous Cierman
war of 1864, A struggle, long drawn and embittered by national ~
differences, had culminated in 1848 in a desperate war between Den-
mark and the rebellious duchies of Schleswig and Holstein. - For the
time being Denmark came out victorious. But the fires of bitterness
fed by race differences were keptwulive. TIn north Schleswig, where
an overwhelming number of people were Danish speaking, the offi-
cials were German sympathizers and did all in their power to stir
coutention and strife. At this eritieal timo the first folk high school
in history was established at Rodding (1844), just a few miles south of
the present boundary between Germany and Denmark. Thus the
first of tliese schools took root in patriotic seed ground. Around it
was waged a bitter struggle fo™ational existence; and when Schles~- -~
wig beeame foreign soil at the close of the war, the school was moved

ily from Rodding to Vejen on the Danish side of the border,
where under tho name of Askov Folkehijxkole it beeame the alma
mater of the folk hiznh schools of the land. ‘ .

When all seemed lost, and the nation was sinking in a lethargy of
despair, new voices were heard in the land. A new philosophy was
promulgated; it taught that education mnst become universal, prac-
ticul, and democratic, that ficreafter Denmark’s defense must be built
on the foundation of broad intelligonce, rooted =un-the love of
God and home and native land.  The father of the new philosophy
wus Bishop Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig. Alded by Kristen
Kold and others, he luid the foundation for the folk high schools, ™
which were destined to revolutionize Danish rural life.  The elemen-
tary schools, too, folt the new influence and strove to answer the needs ;
of the new times. The people were eager to hstop and to act. »The
new spirit expressed itgell in more ways than in‘schools.  Christian
Dalgas and his coworkers began the gigantic tusk of roforesting the
heathor lands of Jutland, and draining the bogs and irrigating the
upland moors.  In a lifetime almost as much tillable land has been
reclaimed as was lost to the enemy. C. F. Tictgen became tho chief
spirit in a movement to reorganize commerce and manufacture; and ~
more recontly Svend Hogsbro and others with him have drawn the
furmers into a remarkablo system of cooperative buying, producing,
and selling associations, which are"now the envy and marvel of the

» world. A new era of national prosperity camo into baing, i which
a sciontific. agriculture is the most hmportant. economib: factor.
Indeed, fully 88 per cent of the coux
3
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THE DANISH FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS. 1

head of ““agricultural produce,” while manufrctures, other then farm
products, represent only 8 per cent and fishing 4 per cent.

Place of the folk high school in the agricultural evolution.—Askov
Folk High School and four score schools of a similar kind heve brogght
about most of these changes. They came into being at o time whon
the nation was politically distreught and needed a healing and uni-

- fying influence. They succeeded in harmonizing the discordant ele:

ments, binding all clusses together in the common bond of love of
futherlnnd BPuty and opportunity became watchwords.  The edu-
cated seized upon their opportunity and gavo'the best they had in
them for their country; the ignorant became educated and in time
formed a great working force for a'better Denmuark.,

Just how the folk high schools have been instrument:] in Den-
mark’s political rebirth, and how they have led the way to its present
economic independenco will be told in detail later.  Let it suflice st
this point to say, that while the schools do not immediately emphasizo
the so-called worldly practical, they do givesomething instead that has
proved of vastly greater importance—a broad culture, furnishing its
possessor with a keen world outlook, making him altruistic, strong in
love of God and fellowman, of home un(l soil and native land.  Abovo
everything else, the lifo lived in the schiools iinparts o deep confidence
and trust in man, thereby muking possible all the remurkeble coopera-
tive onterpriscs spoken of above. And lust of mention, the folk
high-school life has made clear to its students that success.in lifo
should bo mousured by standards other and higher than mere money
stundards, and with such practical results that achievemenat for land
and peoplo is in Denmark esteemed to-day fur ubove successful accu-
mulation of woalth. Tho teacher, tho preacher, thoeconomist, the
man who gives his best for his country, holds hwhm rank than the
man who has heaped up a great fortune.

Testimony of leading economzists and schoolmen., —-Th at the folk high
schools ard to boe c¢redited with organizing and systematizing Danish
agriculturo seems almost incrediblo at fit. Foreign educators and
parliamentary and congressional commissions have come to study the
schools in skeptical mood and have gone away convinced. One needs
only to take the testimony of the Danish leaders themselves. On all

-his trip of investigation, tho writer could find no man willing to give
. the credit to an organization other than the folk high schools. . To’be

sure, many would point to contributory causes-and the good work of
the local agricultural schools, but even these aro the “rightful chil-

~dren” of the folk schools. f ;

Says Poul 1a Cour, the late lnm(ented scientist of Askov:

" Justss sn enrichment of the soil gives the best conditions fdr the seeds eown in 1t,
%0 the horizon-broadening, well-grounded training of the folk high schools provides

) .the surest bnm tor bnuncas capncxty, and no§ the leut 80 in the case of the coming h
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. RECENT AGRICULTURAL EVOLUTION. 17

This much for the general cultural veluc of tho folk-school educa-
tion. Speaking on another oceasion in rogard to tho almos$ phonom-
enal spread of codperation, La Cour says: :

The resoluteness and capacity with which Danish farmers passed over from making
aquantity of poor butter on the smaller farms and holdings up and down the country
to the manufacturing in coopenative dairies of & butter of almost uniform tinencss is
no deubt the conscquence of their having had expert leaders like the latg N. J. Fjord,
withsut whom no progress could have been made.  But the question remaing, howa

great agricultural population insg short a time could he indue ed to follow directions
and carry the patter through !

.
«

By way of getting an answer to this query, Mr. In Cour sént.out a
questionnaire to 970 cooperative doiries and 260 dairies of a private
nature.  Unfortunately only 436 of these made answer; but oven this
was suflicient to pite a good idea of huw these leaders are trained.
The answes showed that of the men in charge of ‘the plants, 47 per

cent had attended some folk high school, 62 per cent some dairy ~ .
school, 24 per cent had attended some local agricultural schodl, and
90 per cent had been at one or another of these school.\, which are all

imbued with some degree of Grundtvig's philos*uphv : .
Principel Alfred Poulsen, of Rys hngo, speaking in similar vein on
the sameo subjeet, says: c .

The quickness and precision \\nh which this change was carried out is due parlly
t Jhe leading agriculturists of our country and partly to the high schools. By their
hclp a set of young, encrgetic men were brought up to understand the imyportance of
the new ideas; and to secure the success oftye new principle of cooperative manufac-
ture! . Some of them, after a very short c‘:lu{nN uof professional instruction, wepe able
t undertake the responzible work as managers of the larger and smaller cooflerative
dairics.? )

on. M. P: Bleny, of Copenhagen, one of the keenest of the modern
agricultural leadoss, in conversation with the writer declared that—

the greatest factor in our national agricultural life is the high scliols; for at these a
staff of able young menand women are annually trained and sent out, men and women
who with open eye and undaunted courage go out into practieal farming life and with =
energy aund understanding perform the work they have been trained and perfected in?

Sir Horaco Piunkott, who has himself made a careful study of
agriculture in Denmark, says: c

A friend of mine who was studying the Danish avstem of State aid*to agriculture,
found this [lhat the exttwordinary national progress was due to the folk high school]
to be the opinjon of the Danes of all classes, and was astounded at the achicvements of
the associations of farmers 1ot only in the manufacture of butter, but in a far more
difficult mulcrmklng, the manufacture of bacon in large factories equipped with all the
nost modern machinery and appliances which science had devised for the production
of the finished article. Ie at first concluded that this success in o highly technical

1 Odenss Maelkerttidendo No. 31, Aug. 6, 1907, -t
$Poulsen. The Danish Popular Iigh school p.oM !
3 8ee also Blem Report of the Ci.operative Movement in Denmark, p. 7.
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industry by bodies of farmers indicated a very perfeci syatem of technical eduention.,
But he soon fqund another cause.  As one of the leading educators and agriculturisty

“of the country aid tchim:  It's not technieal instruction. it's the humanities "' ?
y

A great mass of similar evidenco could be furnished to show how
the folk-high-school influence is viewed by those intimats with the
‘schools; but enough testiniony has already been introduced (o satisly
the reader on tho point of the importance ¢f the part played by the
folk high schools in Danish national kfe. 1t i3 now time to ask just
how these schools originated, and how they havo grown into their
present power and influence. These queries will bo answered in the
following section.

IL.—EVOLUTION OF THE FOLK HIGH SCHOOL IN
. DENMARK.

Nikolai  Frederik Severin Grundivig (1783-187.2).—To  tell tho
story of the beginnings of the Panish folk high school is virtually to
unfold the narrative of the Jong and uselul - lifo of its originator,
Bishop Grundtvig. This master mind dominated the oducational
and theological world in the north for nearly .three-quarters of a
century, and placed the indelible stanip UQ: spirit upon the national
Life in Denmark and, to.n lesser degrecsin Norway and Sweden.
Poet, philosopher, historian, theologian, and educator, he becume
not alone the schools’ spiritunl fathor, but his philosophy of civili-
zation has come w form the pedagogical foundation of the schools,
while his religious zeal has given them their markoed characteristies,
making theso schools distinetive in the oducational world.
 Grundtvig came of an ancient, worthy family.  From his mother,
who sprang from an ancestry venowned in national annals, he inher-
ited a lovo of historic research. To lived in a world of books till

"% theage of 9, when, according to tho custom of the day, he entorod tho

household of A minister near V(‘jl(‘ on the adgo of the gloomy Jutish
heather, whero ho spent six years in preparation for the Latin schaol.

- While roaming the heathpr young Grundtvig beeame intimato with
, the somber lifo of the folk Living on the monotonous moor, o fact

which stooed him well in stead lator when his Lifo work for the common
Ppoople began. CO

- In 1798 ho ontored the Latin school at Aarhus, and spent there, as
he lator tolls, two wasted years.  For this institation’ was one of the

., marrow, scholastic type provalont in those days, wherp natural boys

wore .compelled to absorb much Latin -und citechism through a
moanimgloss memoriter process. The result of it all was that froin
“this time onward Grundtvig became the irreconcilablo foe of the old
_aristocratic Latin schools with their deadening, formalism and dis-

1 Plunkett. Ireland in the New Century.
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dnin for the niasses of the people.  In 1800 he cume to Coponhagen
to prepare for his university entrance examinations.  Tero he almost
immediately fell under the influonee of Dr. Stetlens, the friend of
Goothe, Sehiller, Fichte, and Schelling, through whose inspiring
Jeetures ho was first carried into anew thought world of philosophy
history, and Jiterature, which was later dostined to change his entire
life and the thought hife of the nation.

An impossible love affair swakened the poetic in Grundtvig's
nature, who déspairingly strove to drown his pussion in Gocethe,
Schiller, and Shukespeare.  His poems and translations soou began
to appear in leading periodicaly.  Espocially did ho onter heart and
soul upon tho study of Norze my tlmlm'y, and in 1808 his great work,
“Norse Mytimlogy ™ was published.  His fame immediately \preml
over northern Europo, Frederik Schlegel, in his ('nthu\msm 1™o-
claiming Grundtvig Denmark’s greatest poct.

These had beon trving yoears for the war-pressed. ‘matidn.  The
unwelcome alliance with Bonapurte; the desperate naval battlo with
Lord Nelson's English fleet in Copenhagen Harbor; later the bom-
bardment of Copenhagen; the desperate though hopeless resistance
of tho remnants of & one-time proud naval force—all had u paralyzing
effect on the feodding of nationality smong the masses. At loast so
it seemed Lo the young enthusinst, who with sorrow contrasted the
time in which he lived wigh the days when Danish ravens scoured
every sen and Norse Viking rinmes struck terror in ernven hearts.
The people, he felt, no longer knew the glorious story of Valhalla
and the ancient gagls. Pheir very origin, as sons of the free, uncon-
quered north, seomed even to have lost its meaning. Ho must
write and translate and through books acquaint this people with
their own glorious past and so inspire them to future deeds! Thus
began long yeurs of literary activity, making him, perhaps, the most
“volumingus of Danish writem.

In spite of the fuact that his nmnnscliﬁls would have fillad at least
30,000 octavo pages he was in no senso a bookworm. His was.
properly a great pan-Germanice spirit, ever striving for expression,
It has beon ~ald of Grundtvig “‘that he drecamed so mightily that
he made & world thereof.”  His researches, so pationtly carried on,
wero ngt for the mere love of study; but for the fruits he could bring
the ]m&)le. Poetry was to him the lunguage of the heart, through
which he ‘best could touch responding chords in the hearts of others. .
« Moanwhile .Grundtvig had comploted his theological education

and ontered the active pastorato. Almost immediately ho found

himself deep in a strugglo against all that was falso and formal in
the Stato church. This lod to an open break with oflicialdom and
high church dignitaries. Finally the pulpit was closed against his -

polemics,” but not, ‘bofore the demand for referms had gone too far ,
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to be checked; and Grundtvig lived to seo u new freedom in church |
organization adopted by the country in l\eopm" wnth the other re-
+ forms inspired by him. . »

In 1828 Grum]t\{ retired from the active ministry, and ‘the
historian, poct, and student of research in him again steps into tho
fomgmun(L During tho great netivity of this periggd he translated
Snorro Sturlason’s ITeimskringla from the original Icclandie, and
put Saxo Grammaticus's Chronicles of Denmark from Latin into
homely Danish,  Similarly, he translatod Beowulf from the Anglo-
Saxon into Danish. These gigantic tasks were jnspired by a love P
for tho masses, in a desire to make the great literature of tho old
north available to all.  His plirpose was to bring the glorious past
to tho common peoplo in such simple #hd attractivo garb that tho
slumBorin_g memories of a great ancostry would stir tho discouraged
among them to rénowed effort, .

About this timo Grundtyvig made several trips to England, where
he pursued his researches at Oxford and Cambridge. Ilero it came
to him as an uepleasant shock that England had a throbbing, pul-
sating folk life which stood in striking contrast to the sluggish indif-
ferenco of tho peasantry at horme. Again he had founfl his spur to
further offort.  When ho returnod lmmc it was a3 a Columbus ““with
sunshine in his eye und a new workd in his heart.”

Awskel Awake! O Danish Knighthood,
b Day and Deed spell Ilero Rhyme.

Dr Hollnann says:

B) this time he was clear in his own mind that hooks are the shadow only of the
living word; his own experienco had clearly enough tanght him that no people can
bo roused by books alone, evewn though these may be ever so soulful. He even went
8o far ‘s to smile at his own impatienco that neither the old nor the new writings
could give new life to the Norse spirit and the Danish treo of lifo.!

From now on plans for a school that could bind all classes together
through & common folk culture wore gradually taking form in his
mind. At first it looked as though Grundtvig wight organize the
work in person; but this was not to be. Ho becamo reconcilod to
stand as tho groat inspiror and left the practical realization to others
‘perhaps.- better fitted for this phase of the work.

-Grundtvig and the gospel of youth.—“Youth,” asserts Grundtvig,
‘*is the creative period of the spiritwhen the groat hopes and visions
appear that foreshadow tho poriod of maturity and*when the soul
reaches out for the closk that fits it.” He would place the youth
under inspired and i inspiring teachers at a timo when impressionable
to the noblest idoals in life.” There must be an awakening of the
... spirit. The youth aro to be taken in hand toward.the close of the
B .perxod of adolescence, when all young peoplo are roady “‘to hitch
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their littlo wagon to a star,”” when tho fires of hope bumn bright.
To get them to pauvse, to thiuk, to ask themselves tho question,
What aro we? and Why are we t—to turn introspectively and examine
into their own souls in search of tho purpose of life—all this is the
first work of the “‘inspirers.”  With some glimmer of comprehension
‘of lifo purpose comes the birth of altruism and love for fellow man.
Now the awakening is cartied on apace. Tt is to bo Christian, his-
toricu], nutional, and individual.  Such work calls for great teachess—
men who aro “gifted with enthusinsm for what is historically true, .
ethically noble, And esthetically beautiful,” and for “a continuation
af the best home influence, only intensified and broadened.”* Den-
mark has been fortunate in such teachers, and the schools, in their
daily life, furnish the intensified home influence.

Grundtvig abhorred the narrow humanistic schools of his day. 3

. He called them “the black school” and “tho sgmol for death.”

“'l he (lnd characteristic of tho prevailing humanish,” ho asserted,

“Waus to turn its back upon tho homeliko and “folkly.’” The Romnn
flood, as he called the leaming of the day, was a tragedy which had
robbml thic north European nations of much of what was innermost
and best.. 'The schools had given stones instead. of bread, and filled
tho youth with questionable i impressions of a foreign culturv ot the
expense of their own virile northern culture.

Grundtvig hud practical reasons as well for combating the so-called
learned schools of his day.  ““All theso institutions have the fault,”

. he said, “that they embitter their stndents against ordinary worka-
duy activitics, so that they lose all desiro to hindlo hammer, tongs,~
and plow, and can no longer.feel happy in-the ordinary manual activi-
ties.”® The learned schools trained the fgw to bécome professors in
the university and to hold ““fat livings” in*"xovommont office. Mean- -
while tho masses wero left to shift for themselves. The folk-school
philosophy came as a powerful protest against this prevailing svstem
and led to its ultimate overthrow. 1

Grundtvig's carly idcas of what the sckool should be.—The great bishop
never outlined a definite plan for the school; but ho did promulgate,’
from timo to time, as his idcas on the subj ]('ct became erystallized, the
groat working principles around which the school is built. It was
Ieft for Kristen Kold and others to make: the practlcul application in
tho school.

« First of all, the ultimato aim of the schools must not be ‘‘cxamina-
tions followed by a Government living;”’® but rather a culture, an
cnlightenment, which shall bo its own reward. Tho main thing must
bo, ‘‘that which is living, mutunl ~and simplo’—that which every

v 1Bay, John Christinn. Conference for Education in the South, 1911, p. 163,
#1800 llolimang, Dr. A.1l. Den Danske Folkehjskole, p. 29.
¥See Grundtvig. skﬁntor Livet, Bmsaskrifevr, p 135, R
¢1bid. .
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man can afford to seek, because it is useful and will add zest and
enjoyment to life. '

Socondly, books must not be'unduly emphasized. This does not
mean the wholesale condemnation of bos)ks, but is a protest against
the useless heaping up of book learning for no other purpose, seem-
ingly, than to pass an examination. Books will continue as necessary
compondiums, that is true: but in the new schools the voice from the
spoakers’ stand shall wing the teacher’s personality to the students,
so that individual students may feel their own personality quickened
into Life.

Again, the mothod used in presenting tlie subjects is at least as
important as the subject matter. Grundtvig exclaims:

.

It is in no wise enough, although necessary, in the Danish folk high schools to strive
to acquaint the youth with a mother tongue, with history, sociology, amd statistics,

" with copstitution and law, administration and municipal affairs; for this might all be

ddbne in such a stiff, dead, tiresome, and even *“‘un-Danigh” way that the folk school
would become an empty shadow or a Jand plague.!

The school was to be based on the historic-poctical and above
everything else have a decided national stamp. That Grundtvig
should emphasize the national clement above overything else is
readily explainable in the Danish struggle for nationgl existenco.

The use of the Danish ‘‘folkelig,” .which everywhere appears in
Grundtvig's system, carries a dceper meaning than our *“popular.”
Tho German ‘“Volkisch” comes noarer to expressing it. It is ‘‘pop-

-ular,” but it is “*popular” in its nationalistic setting. When Grundt-

vig emphdsizes the national element as necessary in the schools he

. “meant thercby what he himself was—a decp national personality,

grown up in the historic soil of the fatherland, bearing the imprint of
its language, and soul-inspired by its ‘folkly peculiarities.”’? -
In consequence, the folk high school should concern itself first of
all with the fatherland, with its naturo, its history, its needs, its occu-
pations, and its shortcomings. First in the List of subjocts must
come the mother tongue and all that belongs to it —literature, song,
music, and the like. ' b

The folk high school has becn highly successful in teaching its

students to express themselves in pure, ringing Danish, and to sing

the virile folk songs and hero ballads. Likowise, it has created a
taste for the fine old Norse Sagas and tho bost in moro recent litera-
ture.. All this may seem to vary in no wise from tho ardinary curricu-

; lom. One must bo in the schools and follow- tho mothods fised and

A 18masskrifter, p. 181.

. fecl the spirit of the students to understand fully. Grundtvig himself

used the purest of Danish and his prose writings have had s purifying
effect on the language; his psalms are sung everywhere in Danish

1 Den Danske Folkehijskole, p. 85.
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churches, and his folk songs, to this day, hold ﬁrst place in the average
home. -

To digress a little here, Dr. Hollmann, who has studied * the schools
curcfully, has this to say about the remarkeble influence of language
study in the folk high schools on the nation at large:

The foreigner i3 surprised, as a rule, when he hears that in Dﬂumar{ plain peasanta
are the leaders of debate in the ]{x;,sdag and control the more important Government
ofices; and he iseven more surprised when he has had opportunity to hear them give
their viewa on important questions ju the Rigsdag or at agriculturs] meetings. The
fureigner will, perhaps, be even more surprised when he hears in the Danish folk high
schiols lectures given to young people of nothing more than ordinary commeon-school

preparation on Hegel, Schleiermacher, and the modern phileeophical and social
- problems, )

The ““living word” in these schools does not usually concern itself
with whut one would call “popular” lectures; it strives to make real
thinkers®ut of the sturdy, red-fisted youths on the school benches by
offering the best food for thought, and it teaches them to pxpress
themselves in pure, incisiveyDanish,

Then, agnin, the schools must be supplied with teachers able to
use the *'living word ™ so intimately, so soulfully, so pooucally as to
bridge the span between speaker and hearers. This is really the’
very foundation of the folk high-school system and the secret of its
success. Those.of the teachers who have been most successful in
their work have not been noted for great oratorical gift nor have
they employed the iniimately technical methods of the search-
ing scintist. The middle ground Las been theirs. Says Hollmann:

These men speak without ecstacy - use no bombastic, flowery language; but through-
out the lecture there courses a deep undercurrént of feeling that goes right to the heart

and holds the attention cy rpeak as would men of a rich inner life -concerning
the matters they deal \; much as the rays frum a lighthouse that peneirate the

surface of the decp, so as to light up for the moment the turmoil of the rolling blllowa
in the otherwise monotonous darkiess:?

Finally, the work of the school must rest on a historical founda-
tion. The subjoct matter shall not lay emphasis on mere facts,
chronological ‘arrangement, and ‘memoriter processes. Grundtvig
would prefer teaching of the kind the old Norse skjalds or ninnesing-
ers did, who through fiery song told tho valor of old to spur the

+  living to greater deeds.  To him the history of the fatherland was a
livirg__s_tory which should be narratéd from man to man, from gen-
eration to generation. With all this the practical side of life was not
to be. neglectcd He would emphasize ‘“statistics"’ or, as now under~ '
stood, cconomics cand sociology. There should also be an under
sttmd; of the constitution and law of the land. Even a study of -
local minicipal affuirs is hinted at in some of his w ntmgs
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It should be made clear here that Grundtvig warns against all man-
ner of technical instruction in the-schools. He belioved sincerely
that such woald be impossible alongside of. the general culture.
Practical agriculture, for example, and the npphcauon of cooperative
enterprise through the schools held no place in his plans.

Itis true that had he lived in our day he would, without qu‘estlon
have included the history of agriculture, the theorv of cooperalive
enterprise, etc., in the curriculum, but the fact remains that he did-
not, and whatever of innovation has come in recent years must be
accredited to other leaders.

. King Christian V11l invited to open.a Royal Frec School for Life—
It early became Grundtvig’s dearest hope to see a high school for the
people cstablished at historic Sord, in Zealand. Here, on the site of
one of the most noted monasteries of the middle ages, stands *‘Sors
Akademi,” the best endowed and most noted classical school in the

. Kingdom,‘ aside from tho National University. He eagerly set

* about convincing King Christjan VIII of the vast significance of
such a step for the future welfare of the people. The Queen, Caroline
Amalie, became his enthusiastic ally. Says Grundtvig:

1f King Christian VIII, as I gladly hope, opens such a royal free achool for life, for
popular life in Denmark, he will be able, not merely to emile at the papers when they
praige or blame him, but also to rejoice in a poFular remedy just as wonderful as our
absolute kings; for he has therein opened a well of healing in the land, which will be
sought by crowds from generation to generation and will win this renown, cven in
distant lands and in far future days, that therein, past counting, hlind pmplo received
their light, the deaf their hearing, and the dumb their speech, and that thera the halt
cast away their crutches and showed clearly that the dance trips it clearly through the
wood.!

The King was practically "converted to Grundtvig's views and
requested him to outline a definite plan for the school. Meanwhile

~ unexpected difficultics were encountered in the bitter opposition of
. members of the university faculty and the minister of education.

.This led the King to postpono the matter, and with his sudden death
in 1848 all hopo of realization was abandoned. But probably this

-was fortumaté for the futuro of tho folk high schools. As it later
proved, the strength of the school has lain in it leadership; if this is

- unworthy, the school—being a private enterprisg—can easily be

"+ “snuffed out”’ and a new ono begun by other leaders.  For, it should
* b recalled, tho strength of these schools has never been in imposing
buildings or excellent equipment, but in leadership solely.

Rédding folk high school founded.—It was stated clsewhere that the
_first of the folk high schools came into being in north Schleswig at a
> time whon national existence was threatened there. The common
{ ‘people were Danish speaking, but the Government officials wers, for*
tha most put German sympat.hlzers and sdherenta of the House of
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Augustenburg. Dr. Christian Flor, Who was professor of Danish =

language and literature at Kiel University, became the great cham-
pion in the movement to establish the Rodding school. When it
opened, in 1844, to ascore of peasant lads, it would have'hbeen hard
to sce anything in this humble institution to betoken the great future
destined to come to the new kind of school.,

The purpose of the school was stated in the school’s first circular
and reads as follows: -

The aim set is to Jound an institution where peasint or Lurgher can attain useful

and desimble arts, not so much with immediate application to his particular calling

in life a8 with reference to his place as a native son of the land and a citizen of the
State. We callita high school because it is not to be an ordinarysschool for growing
children, but an institaition of learning in part for young people above the confirma-
tion age, in part for full-grwn men; and we call it a folk high school because membera
of every station in life may gain admittance to it, although it is primarily adapted to
the needs of the peasantry and from it the school chiefly looks for its students.’

Rodding had a stirring existence. The first principal; Johan
Wegener, resigned after a year, compelled by financial and other
difficulties. Then Dr. Flor himself led the destinies of the school
until the uprising broke out against Danish authority in 1848. The

-school remained closed down to 1850, when“*Dr. Flor once more

succeeded in putting it upon its feet. But no sooner had the financial
and political difficultics been smoothed owver than a difference fraught
with the greatest importance to the future of these schools roached
a crisis.  This was what might be called n struggle hetween spirit
and matter. The faculty was about evenly divided on the question
whéther the school should continue as & cultural institution or become
8 3chool of technicalinstruction. A heatedand often bitter period of
discussion followed; Lut it ended finally with Grundtvig's philosophy
winningthe victory. ’

In 1862, one of Denmark’s greatost folk high-school leaders, Ludvig
Schroder, cast in his lot with the destinies of Rodding. In 1864, the
German war broke out and, again, tho school was abandoned. At
the conclusion of peace the fricnds of the institution nfoved it from
Rodding across to the other side of the new boundary line. Ilere,
under the name of Askov Folkehojskole, it has grown under Ludvig
Schroder's loadership to become the greatest of all the folk high
schools.

Rédding could not be called typical of tho folk high schools. It
was too closely tied up with tho purpose of preserving nationality
and mother tonguo in north Schleswig to mako of it such a factor

-in folk cudture as the schools of present-day Denmark have become,

Kristen Kold (1816-1870) the real organizér of the folk high schools.~—
Bishop Grundtvig’s folk high-school ideas wero in & sense an abstrac- _

. tion containing certain fundamental principles for a uniquo naﬁongl(?.&

-~

¢+ 5 Y feutder.. Den Nordiks Felleabdijskoi, p: 8.

~-".5in

b




P - B |
26 " THE DANISH FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS., =

education. But he never reduced his philosophy to tho tangible, so
as to give expression to a crystallized system, applicable to time and
place. This certainly does not diminish the importance of Grundtvig's
“ work in the great causo of popular education. Ie mpst continue to
stand preeminently as the *‘grent inspirer.” '
Of those who realized Grundtvig’s theories in practice, Kristen
~ Kold should have first place—and this, not because he did so much
more than others, but because he pointed the way and gave the
schools the first impetus in the right dircetion.  ITe was born in 1816,
the son of a shoemaker, who originally intended the boy to follow the
cobbler's trade. After much besceching his parents 'permitted him
to become a school-teacher. ¥le spent two years (184321845) at
Snedsted Teachers’ Seminary, and this was followed by a period as
" tutorin private families and us assistant teacher in various schools,
It dawned upon him by degrees that the methods of teaching then
in vogue were wrong and often even cruel. .

One day he found a little girl pupil weeping bitterly because she
could not learn a difficult explanation in the catechism. Then it was
that Kold asked himself, ““Can it really be God's will that children
bo thus tortured with learning by rote?’ Then and thero ho broke
every established usage in tho traditional system; for, thrusting the |
buox aside, he began talking over the substance of the lesson with
the children, explaining it to them in detail, and permitting them to
ask qugstions upon it. This immovation led to a breach with the
archdeacon, the bishop, and the ministry of education, and in a short
while the public schools wire closed against him. Ife then spent
two years in Smytna us a mussionary.  On the way home he became
practically stranded at Trieste, for want of funds. Tho indomitable
.courage of the mau can be seen in the way he returned to Denmark.
Spending his last penny for'a small draw cart, he put oll his earthly
belongings into this and started northward overland. It took ovor
two months to make the journey; but, he says, ‘it was worth it.”
Kold had the kind of nerve required in those days of the successful
-reformer; for to suggest any kind of school reform invariably meant

to invito the opprobrium of learned officialdon. :

' . Kiisten Keld was stimed mightily by tho qform movement and
*the wave of liberal thought that swept ovelEuropo during the
middle of the century. 1ITe played n humble role in helping to quell
the uprising in the duchics in 1848; then returning home filled with
pride and zeal becauso of Danish victories against great odds, he

... wondered how such an outburst of national feeling could be kopt

s alive in the people “‘so that all its mebers could take part in the

. - great national questions and live in the national history.”

Now, Kold begen a unique éxperiment. While tutor in #ho

ho

 Jamily of the well-known'clorgyman, Vilhelm Birkedal, he roquested

Y
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and received permission to take in and instruet four young peasants-
in addition to his regular pupils. The result proved so satisfactory
that Kold determined to resign his place and organize a small school
of his own. (With his savings he secored a piecce of land for the
school.  But_as his means were insufficient to curry the enterpriso
any further, he laid his plans before Grundtvig, who immediately
headed a subseription list for the new school, at the same time com-

idea. A sufiicient sum of money was raised, and Kold opened the
school at. Ryslinge, Fyen, in the full of 1851, with 15 students ranging
in age from 14 to 33 yvears. This was before Kold had decided to
follow Grundtvig’s advice to exclude all below 18 years of age. The
school gave instruction—mostly by the leeture method —in the his-
tory of the world, in Norse history, Biblp history, northern mythology
and geography, together with readin®n Danish and Scandinavian
¢ literature, and practice in singing, especially the old folk songs and
hero ballads.  Considerable emphasis was placed, in addition to this,
on a review of the elementary school subjeets, which were now taught
i such a way as to make them immediately applicable to daily lifo.
Al went well until Kold and his adherents undertook to reform
the elementary schools of the island.  Then all his opponents rallied
against him, and for o while it l()g](@(l dark for the future of the
'school.  But through it all his students were staunch ip their support.
Finally, & Government board was sent to examine and catechize the
students to see whether the charge could be substantiated_that the
school taught nothing ‘but foolishness! The crisis in the examina-
tion came, according to Kold himself, when the examining dean
asked the husky farm lads this question: © Who checked and de-
fonted Atilla the Tlan?”  Almost instantly a young peasant from
Jutland answered: “Aitius.”” This helped.  The board had come in
a critical mood and went away convinced that the school was doing a
geitiine work for the community. The cogimission recommendod
that the State aid be increased, and thus the school was saved, o
Beforo all this happened, Kold had moved his school from Ryslingo
~ to Dalby, in northeast Fyen, where he worked suceessfully for nine
years. The number of students grew year by year, necessitating
larger quarters] Mr. Kold, accordingly, acquired a farm of con-
siderable size at Dalum, near Odense, where he erected substantial
buildings. Ifero, from 1862 il tho time of his death cight yRATS
later, tho®great high-school man continuad his noble work.  In those
years at loast 1,300 students sat in his classes, becominy inspired to
go out and live good and useful lives. ) g
Kold loft no writings of value behind; ho was essentially 4 man-of
deeds. His voice has passed away, it is truo; but the seed heo sowed
;. has :multiplied « thousandfold. Says Hollmann: ‘‘Kold reminds‘
' b, £t
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one in more than one way of the great Greek philosopher, ivho did
servico as midwife to bring truth into the world; he was Socratic, too,

. in the even tenor of his moiz: of life, as well as in his method "’ e
had a way of awakening all that was good and noble in his auditor,
and could impress then-with the surpassing value of clean, noblo
living. Kold was more than an instructor of his pupils. Ho was
their friend and adviser. Because ho remained unmarried until late
in life he was ablo-to sp ad all his time among them. e presided
at tho common tdble by day and dwelt in the samo rooms with the
young men at right. The striking home aund group life which marks
tho foll high' school originated with him. The summer schools for
young wamen also were originated by him.

_ Kold's school fell far short of Grundtvig’s ideals of what such a
school for universal folk culture should be; but he gave the masses of
thé peuple all they were propared for at that time, Some of the folk

.~high schools were founded by men of much groater academic training
than had Kold, though none got so great a hold on the common peoplo
as he. Now, after half a contury of evolution, wo find throughout
the land a system of folk high schools which combine the best of
Kold's homely wisdom with the learning of his better academically
trained compecers at Rodding and Askov.

When the war of 1864 broke out, there wero less thin a dozen of
the schools in existence:  But the disastrous war furnished the neces-
sary spur. In a short time they were springing up on every sido to
become the centers from which tho national reorganization began.
At tho time of writing, four score such schools are busy in every part
of the Kingdom, inspiring young and old with tho best_lifo ideals,
teaching them to work for & nobler nationalism and a greater _
Denmark. '

s
S0

&
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" IIL—HOW THE SCIIOOL IS ORGANIZED AND ADMINIJS-
TERED.
-

C wnership of the folk high schools.—Kristen Kold owned his school
in person. Whatever subscriptions he received for the Ryslingo
Sckool were made outright as gifts to the cause. From that timo on
a largo majority of tho schools have boeen privatoly owned; or, in
tho fow instances whero this has. not been the case, they beleng to a
self-perpetuating corporation so organized that it can not exploit
‘the school for-personal gain. The reader should bo clear onthis
point, that the succoss of these schools has depended from _their
inception on the personality of their organizers... The term “folk

_ = high school” stands for a faculty of ablo, consecrated loaders rather

. thai for huge piles of brick and mortar. Indeed, most of the schools

: rather pride thdmsclves u
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equipment. Kold bogan his school with a capital of less than $2,000.
Many of the schools have begun their work in rented quartérs—
often in rooms in some commodious farmhouse. Luter, if thoy
proved successful, means for the construction of pe. manent quarters
«could readily be obtained. .

A study of the following table will show that some folk high schools
have failed in their work for want of suflicient educatio. al vitality

and have died a natural death:

Tanrr L—Schools eroanized and closed, 155419131

‘. H

i Folk high schosls. Local axricultural schools.

{iring the periol, || Dyuring tne pertod |

uring the period. @ uring the perlod.

| K i P Numier ! * s I Numbher

| . ~-— ! atclose '———-I s=eo- 0 at close

! Numt er ' Number ! ofthe |\ imteer | Number ' Of the

:orgunizwl.i closed. l period. opened. | closed. period.

e m— e — . - .._..__._-' -— d
e ! ! I ! g
44181 s 3| 1 2 5 1] 4
1851-1%61 . . ! 10 1. 1 R4 2 5
1S61-1871 .. ! 49! 10} &) sl 2] 7
INTI-I8ST, | 271 13 64 S 2 10
ISSE-IS0 ..o 18 | 15 67 5 2. 13
1891 - 1901 20 | 14 3 21 ‘ 1
10011900 [ 5l i 51 1 15
19051911 | 10 1 R0 6| 2 190
9110130 L 2 41 79 4 2
Total. .o | e | o | 7 | Dy w0z
I

VTt has been found decirn-le to mclude, in this and following tables, the statistics for hoth folk high
sehoals and agricnitural schools,

Between 1844 and 1913, 145 folk high schoc's and 39 local agri-
cultural schools were organized, of which 66 folk high schools
and 16 agriculiural schools were later. closed, leaving in all 79
schools of thoe former kind and 23 of tho latter. 'This table takes
into consideration Government recognized and sided schools only.
A leading high-school man emphasized recently, in conversation
with tho writer, that “the ocase with which the schools can be
snuffed out is tho best guaranty the country has against the schools
outliving their uscfulness.” It is interesting to notice how the most
influential of the schocls have been successful in training and inspip-
ing an unbroken dynasty, as it wero, of teachers and leaders having

‘& common purpose and continuing the school’s once-for-always

established policy. At Askov, for instance, Ludvig Schrider wag
succeeded by his son-in-law, Jacob Appel, who had for years been
a leading faculty memper. When the latter was called to become
tho minister of education, Mrs. Appel had all the training and inspira-
tion-necessary ‘to stop in and take her husbagd’s place. . Likewise,
at Vallekildp, the groat Ernst Trier was succeeded by his son-in-law,
Poul Hansen, and at Lyngby, H. Rosendal has just takon his son,
H. A, Rosendal, into the administration as joint principal with, him, -
intending by dogrees to rolease the reins of control. So it is down :

"
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The teachers: Their training.—A group of nearly 600 men and
women are required to do the work of the folk high schools. These
toeachers are boyud by common bonds through Grundivig's philoso-
phy. Their efforts are further harmonized at great periodical high-
school meetings held vver the country by special um\'(mt\ courses
for hlgh-@(‘hool teachers and tho like. -

The preparation of the teachers is not uniform. Many of the
principals and permanent teachers hsve the best academic prepar-
ation possible.  The rest are cdt'u-utu;l in the teachers’ seminavies
and at the folk high schools themselves. " While thorough academie
and professional training is held in high esteem at the folk high schools,
these are by no means the only ¢ualifications considered.  As a matter
of fact, they are not always cven the first qualifications to be con-
sidered. Learned dullness holds no place in the schools.  Some of
the most successful high-school teachers have come as students up
through the folk high school in which they lnter did their best work.
The Governmeni leaves the question of teacher preparation entirely
to the principal in charge, depending on its right of inspection to main-
tain standards of desired excellence,

The students who attend the schools. - A study of Table 2 gives some
interesting figures.  During the period 1844-46, 34 men and 6 women
attended the folk high schools, and 36 men the agricultural schools.
By 1911-12, 6,936 men and women were in attendance at the folk
high schools, and 1,659 men and women at the agricultural schools.
Theso figures leave out of consideration the 19 rural schools of house-
hold economics.

TanLe 2.—dverage numher of students in attendance at Ihc Solk high schools and local
nqrwull,lr('l sehools, 18.04-1012. ~

|
l Folk high schools. | Agricubtural schools. ) Women
i ! .\gn('\lﬂ- h folk
St . turn high

l ¢ 0 i n'\‘;r‘::lxs:'r students | schools;

Apr. 1 toMar. 31, | " [ 8 o i in sth inper | per cont

X [T PR o 0| e -y ) cent of of toral

: Men. 5- FIGL Fotal. | Men, | Ty frotat. | schouls. J alt folk @izt

o students. fsehoal 141~
I . ! S tendance.
lB«M—lM(!.....W......,! M | 0 3.;! " i 15
1846-1851 ... omd 2 +1 vy 56 n
1851- 1866 Jow 4 w2 2 18
o150, 1w 1 7 20 ‘24 14
L 31 2 N 48T 19 1
S L 7 Hid 1,884 10 22
S 2oo0n 2 155 3,253 b 34
1¥76-1881 . b ose 12 31 3,755 10 3

18811845 . : 2,151 8 461 4.086 11 40
lsﬂﬂ—lm}.... L2180 &2 H00 4.267 12 42
18B1-1808 . . Lo 4 559 6,374 10 45
1800-1001 - . i 2,782 f K35 6,Joo 14 49
1901-100% . . .. RO 2 1t 9 112 7,48 16 48
1000-1811. A.- - 3,3 15 | 1,33t 7,800 17 48
1965-1000 . . .. L 30403 1,107 7.888 15 ~ 48
1903-1007... Sy ol 1,121 7,060 18 50
1907-1908. . . 3. 1o 12 1,189 7.331 16 49
1“-1909.... 3,388 173 1,30 7,917 16 49
1900-1810. ... 3.541 1811 1,400 8,178 18 47
1910-1911 ., . -] 3,608 191 1,50 K. 267 19 46
1911491.2 ...... .1 o3,n2 1% 1,059 8,508 10 40 -
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The total attendance for 1911-12 was 8,595, which number would .
almost reach 10,000 if the schools of household economics and certain
nonrecognized schools were counted.  The agriefltural schools com-
prise a littlo more than 19 per cent of the total attendunce, and the
wouwen almost 46.5 per cent of the folk high-school attendance.

g The total number in attendance at any one tinte may seem small if
compared with American school attendance; but whien considered on
the busis of the total rural population of Denmark it proves surpris-
ingly large.  Indeed, 334 per cent of the young men and asomewhat
smaller f’umbcr of young women spend some tirme, at Jeast, at the folk -
high schoals, and 44 per cent of these later attend the local agricul-

ral schools. When one bears in mind that not quite all agricultural
students attend the folk high schools as preparatory to the agricultural
schools, it will be seen thnt at least one-sixth of the yoang peoplo
frequent the agricultural schools in addition to the folk high schools.

Tuble 3 shows that theschools are open all the year round, althoughthe
heaviest attendance is during the winter months (Vovombcr March),
when the schools for nien are all in session, and during the summer
manths (May-July), when the schbols for women are in session. The -
attendance for the other months is drawn from certain gdvamced con-
tinuation courses, requiringschool residence throughout theentire yvear,

TasLe 3.-—Attendance by months.
et _ob — g oo & i
! Folk hih school. @ Agricultnural schouls.

' Months. P e
Dresa e - ol

ApritoooooL L !
Ma R !
June.
July.

55 |

i

|
'\u,u:l R Lo N | 0
September. .. L TR, T
Octoner. ... ... il 25
November H ; s
Doecember. . I 4 Wy
January . i | 021
M Y (h'lmr) { LR3 a2

March. .. ... I s |

A lmge majority of llw students pursue l]w vegular folk ln"h s Imol
and agricultyral school courses, s mag be seen from Table 4

Tave 4.—-Classification bf students according to departnienss.

Tolk Ligh sehool. : \griculiural schools, Total.
Departoents, N i

1910-11 1905-6
/

8, K08 5,608
1,49

Men. | Women.
Folk high school (mgnm?
Agriculturel course (regnlar).
Attlenns |
Nav kuliun J B T PO Y N IO, IR
Gymnastics........... : A b

Househald economics .
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Somo of the schools have special well-equipped dopartments for
the training of artisans--such ns masons, carpenters, cabinctmakers,
painters, tinners, ete.  Two of tho high schools, lying near the coast,
used to offer courses for sailors and fishermen of an 1mp1rutmnnl
rather than professional nature, but these have recently been dis-
continued.  Special dvpnrtm(‘nts are maintained for the training of
teachers in physical education and gymnastics.  Gymmnasties is other-
wise taught as a subject in all the regular couses.  Subjects in house-
- hold cconomics are offered in tho regular courses, but no completo
departments of this kind have been maintained since the establish-
ment of separate rural schools of household economies.  The number
of students pursuing gontrol assistant courses during 1912-13 num-
bered soveral hundre «d, which is a marked inerease over the figures set
forth in the above table.

According to statistics for 1910-11, only 6 per cent of the students
in the two kinds of schools came from the towns or cities,  This shows
definitely that the folk high schools—as also the loeal agricultural
schools—have becomo distinetively the schools of agricultural commu-
nitics. The average for all the schools is about 85 students.  Ilow-
ever,’tho actual attendance-ranges from 10 or more to about 400 to a
school. Many of the smallest.schools do some of the very best work.

Of all- the students, 54 per cent were (1910-11) children of substan-
tial middic-class farmers (Gaardmend); 20 per cent came from' the
" smallholds (Iusmeend) ; 10 per ecent, were children of country artisans;

3 percent of country lnboxom and the rest were variously distributed.

Of the students, 10 per cent were country artisans by llml(‘, and 38

por cent of all received State aid. g

Of the total number in attendance, 1 per cent of the students were
below 16 yoars of age at the timo of matriculation; 6 per cent were
between 16 and 18 vears of age; 80 ]wr cent weres between 18 and
25 years; and 13 per cent wore above 25 years. Only one-seventy-
fifth of the entire number had attended Realskoler or Latin schools.

A1l tho othems had completed the work of the clementar 'y school and

had devotod their time to practical tasks until old cnough to guin

admittance to the folk high schools
State aid to schools and students.—For reasons stated clsowhere,
the schools continuoe to be private institutions, but.if they are to do
. their work well and reach the mass of the common people, they must
be State-aided financially. . Almost from tho first this has boen the
. case. For a gumber of )cms»th’c Stato aid was small and grudgingty
. given. DBut as the Government camo to realizo the great valuo of

. schools and desemng utudcnts have increased rapidly..

Pre i ¥ .
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the schools, and espccially since the farmers themselveshave como into
control of the Government, the annual appropriations to aid tho
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The aid consists in (1) assisting in the direct maintenance of the
schools; (2) helping students to neet school'expenses. The amount
of tho aid for maintenance to any one school is regulated by the size
of the budget of ‘the particular school for the past fiscal yesr. . Stu-
dgnt. aid,is determined by a numbor of eircumstances, although it must
ot exceed a specified amount monthly for any one individual.
The policy at this time is to reduce the amount given immediately
to the schools, and inerease the amount of student aid. It should
be understood that the amount allowed a student is paid dircctly
into the school's coffers and never to the beneficiary.

Table 5 explains the amount of State aid that was given during

*the year 1910-11, the monthly amount for each applicant, the total
nuniber of applicants, cte. :

Tante 5.—Showing how State aid to students (s distribuded.

Applications . L
}or wid. Amount distribhuted. .

\. Avernge for school montb.

Geographical Kind of g . 1 .
v lsl’t))m schoul. Bex. Total Nl‘):,':' Men. H Women.
, appli- | g Total. —-_.-—-__l o
5 oopt-
tons. | "oy Agri- Agri-
s . . 5 High cul- | Iligh | cul-,
. schools.! tural [schools.) tural

. L. | schouls schools.

' (‘mwm.l(.‘rowr_w.

igh school... MM
The Islands.... .13 A rieunt urnl {\Icn .....
schools. Women
High schools. .
Intland.......... Agrimltural
» schonls.
High schools..
Denmark........ Agricult ur ul
schools.
The Faroes..... .| oo pooooas
Total.co | C T,

The total amount distributed during the year for student aid was
233,805.78 kroner (crowns).! The total number of applications for aid
was 4,747, of which only 2,705 were accepted. Every such applica-
tion must be made direct to the municipal board of the municipality *
where the applicant résides and is known. Only persons of, unim-
peachable charactor who do not have sufficient means of their own
to pay the smiall school fees can receive this aid. It all amounts to
this, that in Denmark every person who has an inclination to take

'o.dvanta.go of these x;uml schools for grown-up people has the oppor-.

e 1 The krone of Defitiark equals about 27 cents (28.8).
®49720°—14—3 ’
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tunity to do 8o; and this in spite of the fact that the schools are pri-

- vately owned, ! :

. Tho following figures show the recent growth in State subsidies
to the schools and their pupils: 229,292 crowns in 1908-9; 241,551
in 1910-11; 424,700 in 1912-13; and about 520,000 in 1913-14.
The ““Expanded” Askov Folk High School has just been voted a
special annual aid of 30,000 crowns out of which 4,500 crowns are to
be used for student aid. e O )

State recognition of the schools is regulated by law. In order to be
placed on the accredited list, tNe school must have been in successful
operation at least two years, and for the two years must have enrolled
no less than 10 students for 12 manths, or 20 students for 6 months,

~OY 40 for 3 months. . None of these can be less than 16 years of age;
nor ‘can more than 25 per cent of the malp students be from 16 to 18
years of age. Any other students of low age shall not be counted.
Cost of schooling.—One of the chief reasons for the substantial
growth of the folk high school is the relatively low cost of the school-
ing. The amount charged for tuition, board, and lodg e is deter-
mined from year to year by the Association of Folk High Schools and
Agricultural Schools, which is binding upon all the schools holding
membership in the assogiation. The charges for 1913 were: A
winter course of 5 months for men, 175 crowns for tuition, board, and
lodging—25 crowns a month for board and lodging and for tuition,
- payments of 20, 15, 10, 4nd 5 ‘crowns, respectively, the first 4
. months, with nothing to pay the last month; a sammer course of 3
" ~months for womes, 96 crowns for tuitiort, board, and lodging— 17
% crowns a month for board and lodging, and tuition for the 3 months,
20, 15, and 10 créwns, respectively. Ten crownsshould be added for
books and other supplies, and two crowns for doctor fee. This makes
the total amount paid for a 5 months’ winter course only 187 crowns,
or $50:50, and for a 3 months' summer course 108 crowns, or $29.19,

Naturally these sums will not buy any luxuries, but thefood is whole-
A some and plentiful. The dormitory rooms are exceedingly plain
! and are arranged for 2, 3, and 4 students to a room. The.schools are’
" now generally equipped with central heating plants. 1# the older
<. 8chools many of the dormitories are heated by stoves, or are even

- without heat of any km'd When the latter is the case, the students

. are eXPlcted to do their studying in large heated study rooms and -
... . reading rooms in the recitation hall, e . .
. The school @ democratic body.—The students of the folk high
- schools form a highly democratic body. A strong sense of responsi-
© - bility and respect for the rights of others pervades.the schdol atmos-
phére. -The students are treated as.members of the principal’s
=""family... Indeed, the latter ugually presides ‘over the -dining-room,

N ,-
L) 7 w ‘ . 3
¢ PR ROAN e

T i & S bt T 4 ¢ L

EIEaR, STy 1 y .

SR RO . A g b il e U S

it ! R e S 1 L L3 e e L e T N
AR al




- stm.mcr MATTER AND IT8 Pnnsnnm,non ‘ aﬁwaj
where teachers and students meet vn common ground All the
students, except those who live regularly in the vicinity of the school,-
are expected to room in the dormitories, where small groups of them
live in close contact-with chosen teachers whose constant msplratxon
counts for much in the course of training. Kristen Kold, in his day;
secured much of his great influence over the lives of his students
through his daily communion with“them at the dormitories. “My
occasional heart to heart talks with Kold,”” says a prominent high- .
school man of to-day, ‘‘had more to do with shaping my life than
even the homely wisdom of his lectures.” Others leaders since Kold’s
. time have followed his example with greatest success. -

In many schools the studenta live under self-imposed rules and

lations, enforced by representatives chosen from themselves.
Since the students are grown-up people who/should know %how to
bohave, the system has proved generally satisfactory. As a matter
of fact, no other rules are necessary among the students than just
such as might apply to the average family and be dictated by the
feelings of respect and love for one another. .
. It is well also to add here that the day’s work at the folk school is
so full of varied interests from early morning until late at night that
it would be difficult for any one so mclmed to find time for “1rregu-
Jaritids.”

IV.—THE SUBJECT MATTER AND ITS PRESENTATION.

- The spirit of the teaching.—The young people who attend the folk .
high schools come here at the time in life when they are most impres-
sionable. The ‘“inspirers” know this period and turn it into an
abundant seed time. The Germans call it the “sturm und drahg” ‘-
period, which comes to all who stand on the.threshold of mature
manhood and womanhood.

Denmark has been fortunate in producing &n unfailing supply
of teachers able to meet the heart-cravings of the seckers after truth.
They are themselves men who ‘‘feel a fervor and zealous warmth
for their vocation and possess & power to captivate the atbentxon sf

. theirstudents.” -

| ‘As indicated repeatedly above, the lecture method of presentmg

the sub)ect matter prevails. But this is.yaried, without warning,

with a give and take process of questions and answers somewhat like
the maseutics used by Socrates of old. The element of interest plays

a great role in all this work.

The teachers must have what has been.called the- “hxswncal-‘ ‘“‘i
poetical faculty," for the whole course of training is based on history:s -

'l'he pageant.ry of the past. is port.rayed in hvmg colors for the purpou
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of illuminating incidents in one’s own national history and life
history. Says Alfred Povlsen: e
Hero we find mentioned the relation of man and woman, parents and children,
master and servant, religious, social, and political questions, which all agitate our
own times. It is, if'you like, a sort of unsystematic, prac%sal life-philosophy, which
in this way—the historical—we seck to convey to our pupils
But this historical background is broad enough to include materials
from the virile mythology of the Old North as well as problems of
present-day social science. Folklore, songs, arnd literature hold
important place in the curriculum. The Danish high-school students
are often as well acquainted with Shakespeare and Emerson, Goetho
and Tolstoy, as with their Scandinavian Holberg; Ibsen, and Bjsm-
sen. Religion in the dogmatic sense is not taught in the schools,
but historical teaching, if properly done, is itself religious; that is,.
as one of the high-school men has.expressed it: “*The hand of God
is shown all through the evolution of the ages, and in this way the:
religious feeling is constantly kept awake and exercised.” :
Students whose preparatory training has been faulty are required
to take regularsclassroom work in Danish language, writing, arith-
metic, and drawing. Courses are open te all in practical surveying,
geography, physics, chemistry, biology, sanitation, and nature study.
Gymnastics is required of all students. Some few schools offer
sloyd. All have handwork and various phases of houseHold eco-
nomics for young women. : '
Two kinds of folk high schools.—It has long been 2 mooted question
among Danish educators just how far the high schools might safely 1
go in the pursuit of the ‘‘practical subjects.” Shall training for life
pursuits be taken up by the high schools, or shall this be left entirely
to professional schools? * Many of the leading school men insist that
to introduce professional studies would mean the early decadence of
real folk high-school culture. Of the 79 Government accredited
~ schools, 48 adhere to the culture idea. In this list are, perhaps, a
_majority of the schools which have done most to place a real stamp
on the character of the nation, but 31 schools—among them some of
the largest—offer specific courses in agriculture, horticulture, carpen-
- » .y, masonry; etc., and seem in no danger of losing their, original
. *  inspiration. . R : .
N Some subjects of particular interest: Song.—The ‘‘song birds” in the
', . hearts of the Danish peasantry are not duthb. Go into any home
. and they sing—not alawe the long and sometimes doleful church
* hymns, but folk songs, ballads, and patriotic songs of every sort.
:.~ 'Fhe children all learn to sing in the elementary schools. No teacher,
.+ ..indeed, can secure a certificate to teach who is unable to lead the

-, pupila in song. Music, song, and poetry play a great part in the folk
\ <.w-""T , The Dankh Poguls High chool, p. 10 F -
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SUBJECT MATTER AND ITS PRESENTATION. -87

high school’s work. Every lecture or recitation begins with song;
evory student sings. The average high-school men is quite a poet
in addition to being a music lover. _Many of them show the gift of
spontaneous composition so common in the old Norse skjalds or
minnesingers. )

The song collection in daily use comprises songs written by high-
school men from Grundtvig down to the present time. One can get
a good idea of what the schools sing by glancing over the contents
of the songbook edited by the Association of Folk Iligh Schools and'
Agricultural Schools, which is almost universally used -

Contents: X
1-46 Morning songs;
47-115 Spiritual songs;
116:145° Home and school;
146-176 Folk life and mother tongue;
177-361 Historical songs;
362-395 Denmark; i
396408 Norway and Iceland;
409—412 Sweden and Finland; -
413430 The North; é
431-458 Geographical songs;
459-527 Miscellaneous songs; -
'528-545 Folk SONga;
e 546-579 Evening songs.

3

‘Gymnastics and play-life.—No phase of folk school activity appeals
to the observer more strongly than does its work in gymnastics. The
students come to the schools from a variety of occupations, generally
fromoutdoor, activolife. Buttheyarenotpermitted tobecome*‘stale,” -

“as every day’s work includes at-leadt 60 minutes of gymnastics and

very possibly twice 60 minutes. The earliest schools used & violent
military system of drills formulated aftpr the German arnty system.’
In the early eighties Vallekilde abolished this and adopted in its place
the more scientifit Ling system from Sweden. Even the latter has.
become modified and improved with time. This new Danish-
Swedish form of gymnastics can now be seen in all the schools.

Said one of the school men in conversation: “ L
Our work in gymnastics has made stuxdy,. clear-eyed, keen-witted men out of the
shuffting young farm louts who have come to the school; and it has taught our young .
women pride in strong, beautiful bodios, helping them to understand what it means
to be created in God’s own image. . : |

The effect of the work is far felt. The love of gymnastics and
play is carried home by the high-school students, who have organized
gymnastic associations in every country commune. This means
much for a continued close social relationship. Song, ‘gymnastics,
and play make up the tripod of Danish rural recreative life. Where,
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“The excellence .of Danish folkschool gymnastics is now generally
‘P8cognized on théContinent.” In 19,1'1.Jexi_ia?’()Ves?n,\‘whéf’has‘_:chngge_“
_-: "of gymnastics at Ryslinge, brought a gromih‘ 28 ybuhg gymnasts,
"~ most of them farm boys.from Ryslinge School, to represent Denmark
st the International Hygienic Congress, at Dresden. Exhibitions
‘were also given at Berlin-and other German cities; and &verywhnre ..
* the Daniéh farm luds were applauded for. their «skill and ability,
getting ‘the heartiest kind of praise from “the continentsl pregs. In
;. 1912 Denmark: picked its representatives to the Olympic games at™ - '
... Stockbrolm Jargely-fromi-thia folk high schools,. And, last year, Niels
5 Bieh, artold Vallékilde student, had chargo of 20 young mhen ind - ;
.., ¥ young women who won high honors i tKe competitive drills held-
" in connection'with the Congrds International deTEducation Physigue,
Gchool work: that makes thinkers of men.—To make their students et %
ablé, to. think and reason for thgmse!’fes'hasgbcen'tho aim_of‘the.s .|
school men. .I*]{I_gly'clqp\ed_isﬁ}“husr’Bedg:«u{oiddl, and the studénté':"_q_ .
generglly rétati-to. their hotnes with strong, reasoning minds, open
. to g@gviction, but just as ready to conviide if 6n~'~t.he"iigl‘xb'3§'xdg.9‘ﬁ e i

K

the argument; “.%,- i

e The writer, on. otie occasion, had gone thraugh “w:strenuous day - - g
. :=With this 160 young men at Vallekildo and et with them again in thie >4
"' svening for the last lecturoof.tho day. Thé locture llappgng_q.,tq deal I

.cwith the so¢iaf-economic development, of Eurdpe ‘during-tho Tteers | 4.
- psni‘of the eightoenth century; end socmed sather dry and technical. "I
A " But this did nof: distourage theso horpyebinhil®d” sous’ of. tefl-whe 7.

- ;s proved’ to be surprisingly well at herne wih<uch personages as Adam ~- . “:1"]
*vSmith, Malthus, Carlyle, Voltairé ind Rousseau. - At*the ‘closo-of tho, 7+ [ ‘
¥ " Jecture thastudents broke up into smallergroups; contimuiny  discus~
‘?:,1$ignpfithQ.§@menm brqppgm}&f-ﬁy the lec tgrg;h;-%-,mw.()\-p_og;

NG

N
3
&

", found tharly a uniyersity setiior of recentiinggiory - © . ok,

vz Adndeed, the st ".bi*iority._pf‘r-_tgq Jotk - 1gh-sch061graﬁ}ugt$;§mvr§& 3 N

- dants from mere technieal agricultural ,schbol.gfi_'s.-pr'étfys?o%"n e

" . the broadér-weild-horizon of thq:fé@frm’ﬁ amd the lucility ith whichr__ Ti»

. thoy hive Jearnod, to reason Aroin causo to, et fo tlhqli't}g‘;gs“ R

. through' far themselves. e O g ot e N
Ihistorica] study the main background.—The folk Ligh school makes=.

«*_no use offormal methodsir'its ingtraction, pillybecausest daes net s
. " ‘oonceriritgelf with tochnical-subjocts and pa¥ily becapso it? stol
<::- &t grown people towhony. it can agddross itself in'& popular ph
sophie maorer. »The schoof does'net teach the casido limguaigs
; ;-;nll,- ; Engliahk and Gorman are stiidied in s0mé ‘of -.’ifha:"séﬁonls;&ﬁ@@:._ép Ve
o dfthe 1ﬁtim£npo‘mmermf relations; existing betweoh DenigarkNih 5l &
‘@;Eﬁxﬁhqd and Germany. , The langunges are- tatight with a Viewsto k%
P
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A Insi‘onchl methed. Under it mathematics and -the natural sciencgs

TR . Through the use of such materigl tho folk high schools strive to

' -"-‘f" regulag adadainie schqfls seek to eonvey 'to their students through a

3 S Askifv, oncc snpd

i "history, bty it is Trefgi”tv the larger n{ﬁ@f’ tlie pet
Bt ].. to span the gap helbeen tlw pmple and ns hm'(ury . Ro‘-‘by 3
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beyond"- the merest necessity, Mathematics as s systematic stué‘f
“'holds a minor place.*. The: requirements are always limited to the
practxoal apphcut10.u~oi' arithmetical and geometrical calculation.
~ Prof. Poyl IeCour hds even gone so far as to create a mothod .of his own
for the prosentation of mathiematics and physics. He calls this the"

. tako on’a- pewlifo.as ‘the Yocturer unfoldq them in their histgrical set~
N \tmg as historical growths.
History is, after al, t,hc main lecture qub]ect By this is moa.'nt
. historyin tlm [)r()ad(‘st sonse of the word. * It cc vers what is gonerallys’ -
T fvtermed universal or-general history, the higtorybf ('n'lllzsmon higtory
of raeml‘mlturo nnd h.tvmture About two-thirds of the time spent _
+in the gchaols is dl\votcd 8 these studies.

‘giveitio mass: of the pegple a broad-cultuse, much the same as the

Y ']srgrr numbp: of subjects covn:mg # lopger period of time. |
.* . Tho waiy deerv o betwtok:the cultured ‘person and the man
44y of o eulture is, no qubt ‘.that the.formor fepls himsglf in an organic
» touch with tho hlghcn»hfe of c;nhzaf.lasznd its- dovelopment through .
s .thQ..t hes; white the lattﬁr‘.ml kﬂmﬁg it—lives in a dlscon-" ]
nocta? M:(Paosﬂv q;ddonf'x'ﬂ m}ah&i’r tg the ca}turo and spmtual life
Ahat surrounds lum In most ¢6tntries- £hcmle s startling gap botween.
th,,s l:omparamwb éﬁall—clr(.k that can lay elaim to the higher culture.
- and the mass of, thé pople whag, go throufy lifa without it. Here t,he -
[ EX: Dunish_folk hw¢ schools hinge been, great bridge, buailders, spa.nmng:
‘ t’l{monce existing’ de,w guﬂ'ff'rthgx spu;gual life cef. te. .masges.  An able
4rgﬁqh gchoo!mml who hﬂd hde; mank mps thmmark to study
" the scht opb ro‘fomng t,e t.hm h&gp'\ &c&ﬁ&tpﬂy@n‘: uddress at

[
' weks lwh’ln(n"hnveluuohtolmm
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students make their beds (there are, as a rule, two in o room, each student furnishing the
bedding from home), fetch water, brush, beat, eweep, and polish.. By 7.30 o’clock .
everything must be splck and epan. The bell sounds for a second tinic and all students
asemble for coffee ! in *“Dagmarsalen.” One hears a clapperirgd of -wooden' ehoes and
heavy boots.  From the *‘white house,” from tie main building, and from the dormi- .
tories the hubky fellows come a galloping and are soon seated at the long tables in the
large dining room. After coffec there is morning devotion. Itis a personal matter
whether or aot one taifs part in this. Exerciges open with a piano voluntary by Fru
f the principal; then follow song and prayer.
od uf the day begins at'8 o'clock, in the large lecturé room. The
by song. Song, song, and again song. might well be the folk high-
school motto. The soags are mainly from Grundtvig, Richardt, and Bjsmsen, together
with folk songs: The lecture program varies from day to“day. Rither Dr. Marius
Kristensen lectures on philology or Prof. Poul la Cour gives a course in historical mathe-
matics, or Prof. Ludvig Bchrdder speaks on Norse mythology and the heroes of old. .

At the cloee of the lecture the young men rush out in & hurry. They must gct to
their rooms and dress for gymnastics, which begin at 9 o'clock. The instructer gives
the order, and the columns ‘‘double quick " around the gymnasium several times to
rowse the gymnasts to keen attention. Then they go through the *‘settiig-up exer-
cises’’ with great expedition. Thereupon they ecparate into smaller troups and are
soon engaged in a large vanety of exercises. Some go through contortions on the
Swedish ladder; others are using the hand and arm beams; still others are cxcrmmg_
on the horse. man works with a vim and at the close of the period the perspira-
tion stands out or their well-knit bodies. The ¢command to dismiss is given, and
the young fello 1sh to the baths and the welcome showers. No sooner are they
dressed than the bell calls to breakiast.

At 10.30 o'clock all the students meet again in the large lecture hall This time it
is either Prof. la Cour or Principal Appel who gives an interesting: lecture on some
topic i natural acience, or 1a Cour lectures an the historic methéd:in mathemaucs, ’
or Prof. Axelsen introduces & theme in modern hmtory When Lhm period is ended
the students geatter to various classrooms to receive instruction in acgountmg, hand-
work, hygiene and sanitation, history, ‘and geography, up to 2 o'clock.

The dinuner hour is 2 o’clock. The kitchen at Askov is not the least remarkable
- of the many interesting places there. An exceptionally able hourekéeper is required

to make ends meet and to make it possible to serve four meals a day on the 25 crowns

s month for board. ‘The dinner is good and wholesome; therc are always at least
4wo courscs, say, vegetable or fruit, soup and roast beef, or a variety of Danish national

dishes. The culinary depmmont is at Askov, as ot other folk high:schools, under

the particular supervmon of the principal's wife, who, besides, at times takes con-
siderable part in the practical instruction. After dinner the clase work is suspended
until 8.256 o'clock. Such students as desiro may meanwhile devote their time "to
outdoor sport, football, or, when the weather permits, some winter game or othé.
8 . At 8.26 o’clock the beloved old Nutzhorn, one of the original founders of the school,
e nppeus with his baton under his arm. The students gather at the gympasium, and
soon the large hall is filled wu.h a groat volume of song from the hundrede of etudent,
voices.
From 4 to 5 o'clock instruction ia given in Danish, German, and Enghah [or the
- young en, while the young women ? tako their gymnastic exercmea under t.he com-
mand of Fru Appel.
"At 6 o'clock all the students meet in t.he large lecture hsll fon; the last lecture ot‘ tlxo
i dty, which again deals with history. ~ Either Prof. Fenger lectures on an epoch of
’1’5\"‘

»" ‘“l!thmmmnrytonuvvyu‘htmnl—-porﬂdge,bludmdbuttu,mukoreuc»-lmmedlowynpm

., Hsing. Breakiust ls served st 10 0’clook, dinner st 3,and supper at 7.
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Danish history, or Principal Appel takes up a phase of other European history, as,
for example, of Prussia or England, or Prof. Schroder deala with Grundtvig'e national
philosophic thought or a theme of similar content. Schréder is Askov's real founder 4
and is one of the high-school leaders who has wielded the greatest influence. The
methods used by him in presenting his subjecta is, according to the testimony of many
high-school teachers, the acme of-the highest and purest in the art of popular lecturing,
and whocver has been eo fortunate as to have heard him will know the dignificance of
the power of the “livipg word.” Self-control and deep sincerity characterize his
method. Remarkable for deep thought, he expresses himself in plain, straightfor-
ward terms which are as free from doctrinairc dullness as from ontorical pathos.
Schrdder ie known to have said that he is often filled with diffidence and worry to
have guesta, especially from learned circles, tell him at the close of & lecture thatthey

" had found it “interesting.”’” *‘If my lecture has only been entertaining,’’ he would'
say, “then it has failed in so far 88 it was the purpose to impress” my listeners with
some reaponsibility which they ehould .mect and take.”” There is another way of
listening. It happens occasionally that one hears st the close of a lecture, a great
inhalation of the breath. This is a sure indication that the inner man has felt the
weight of the argument and has taken it to himself personally.

One will seo from this glimpse of daily life at Askov that a school
spirit reigns there well worthy of comparison with the best to be
found in academic institutions of tho highest rank. School,life
there is a cumulative growth, developing as the days go by, setting .
the individual free from the many trivialities which before bound
him, furnishing him with an altruism which makes work for others
and cooperation with one’s neighbors secm both right and easy. -

V.—SOME TYPICAL FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS. .

Gencral statement.—It is difficult to convoy to the reader all that
the folk high schools are and do. The work is of the spirit more than -
of matter. It is felt apd experienced rather than seen. Therefore
the glimpses of the journeyings to and fro among tho schools by the
writer-apd his friends, Which are given in the following paragraphs,
‘mey not always convey as much to the mind as would be highly

*Qesirable in order to do the schools justice. * .

There are now 79 Government-accredited folk high schools cstab-
lished throughout Denmark, besides a'fow that are striving toward
rocogmtion. To tell tho story of all would be out of tho question,
Six schools only, which are typical of all the schools, have thersfore
boen selected from this number. They aro Roskilde, Fredriksborg, »
Vallekilde, and Haslev in Zealand, Ryslinge in Fyen, and Askoy ¢
in Jutland. _ ' ' o . '

A day at Rogkilde Folk High School.—Roslilde, the-ancient capital .«
of Denmark and burial place of its Kings, is near the centerof Zealand.
The school lies 2 miles down the fjord from the town. A brisk walk
over the excellent, well-rounded, surfaced, and ditched roads brought <

us to the school, which is constructed of. brick and gtone in qxxteent.lvr vé]
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century style. Several substantial teachers’ cottages flank tho main
approach. The principal and his family live in a wing of the main
building, so as to be in the midst of the pupils, to direct and advise. -
We woro well received by Principal Thomas Bredsdorf, who intro-
duced us to his family and faculty, making us feel quite at home.

One hundred and forty young mew were in attendance—a sturdy .
family—60 per cont of them sons of Gaardmend (farmers of from 15
to 100 acres), 25 per cent of them sons of Husmend (farmers of 1 to 15
acres), and the rest sons of artisans and laborers from country and
towh. But here they were on an absolutely cqual footing.

. - A lecture period by the principal, which we attended, reflected the
daily life and work of the school. The period began, as every period
does, with song. -This was a rousing religious-patriotic song through
which the youth pledges himself to God and futherland. The particu-
lar lecture theme was Grundtvig's influence on history, poetry; and
song. The high-school ‘‘inspirer,” as he is at his best, was seen in
Mr. Bredsdorf, who so enthused his listeners that they hung on his * -
every word.

We ate dinner with the students and faculty. The fare was ex-
ccedingly simple.  The students in this particular school pay only
22 crowns per month for board and room, equivalent to about $5.95.
The charge for tuition is 23 crowns for the first month, 18 for the
second, 13 for the third, 8 for the fourth, and 3 for thefifth. -

The course of study had the usual broad. historical basis. Said
Bredsdorf:

.

History must be considered as never ending,  Allplay theirrle init, Itisa living
_ stream in which is the power and the destiny of the eternal.  All must do their little
mite in order that the stream can sweep on resistlessly as is its destiny .
Lovo of land and home and church fructify under this school in-
- fluence. Somehow, while the sturdy farma youth arc scated on the
- hard benches listening, the crust to their botter sclves gives way and
the soul shines through—they become converts to the high-school
.. faith. Then and there they become better Christians, better Danes,
"" ready to put solf-interest aside in order that G w native land may
get what by right is felt to be theirs. o= :
- During -the afternoon intermission groups of young men continued
to discuss the more vital points raised in the morning lectures. Some .
of theso concerned questions of such ethical and philosophical nature
8 the farm youth of most countries would scldom care to approach. -
The zeal of the students and instructors can not be better detnon-
strated'than in this, that one of the busy faculty members of Roskilde
walked all tho way.to town with us in hjs cagoerness to explain some of .ﬁ
* .. the'great points in the school doctrines. He loftus only when he had
.. to hasten back tounake his evening lecture, which, strangely enotigh,
;.- was to deal with ‘‘Lincoln and the emancipation pf the negro slaves.”
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Fredricksborg Folk IIigh School, the inspirer of English schools.— |
This is’ one of the most renowned of the newer schools. It was [
founded by the well-known Askov instructor, Holger Begtrup, in
1895. As a high-school leader Begtrup is known as few others, being
a much-sought leader in the extension courses out among rural corn-
munities.  Up to 1902 he had delivered 2,000 lectures outside of the
classroom.  He is, moreover, ranked as an able historian, having
recently completed his great work on “Denmark in the Ninatcenth
Century.”  Anapdent folower of the famous poet, J.C. Hostrup, who
was also a great patron of the folk high schools, Begtrup became deter-. -
mined, when the poet died in 1892, to raise up a school in Hostrup’s
home community as the most practical way to honor thesmemory of a
man who in life gave the best he had for Deamark.

Thus Frmeg Foliehojskole came into being ut ITillerod, in
northeast 7 d. The name (originally intended as “lostrup-
sminde”) is that of the renowned royal Fredriksborg castle on the

. edgeof Hillerod village, which naturali¥ beeame fastened to the schodl.

The mstitution and its grounds are very attractive. It comprises a
large, well-built main  builling® and several smaller structures, °
together with teachers’ cottages and a school church. The latter is a
“free chureh;” i. e, established by the school and community as a
voluntary organizatin outside of the State church. These churches
are found as members in most of the high-school organizations, and
theiv origin is easily traced to the movement for freedom within the
church be-gun by Grundtvig in the carly day. Twenty-two acres of
land comprise the beautiful, well-planted campus,.garden, park, and
home farm, on which latter vegetables and fruit are raised for school
consumption. . ,

The winter school (November-March) at Fredriksborg is usually
attended by from 125 to 140 young men of sterling'worth. The sumn-
mer school (May—July) for young women is larger, often passing the
200 mark. -

Principal Begtrup emphasized, for our particular benefit, tho vast
importance of the folk high school to Danish rural life. "Eighty per
cent of the leaders in dairy work, and all the other cooperative enter-
prises,”” ho stated, “‘are high-school men.”, He further called atten-
tion to the cxtension-course influence emanating from the schools,
The Kingdon has a veritable network of organizations ut work, hold-
ing meetings, lecturing on all manner of inspirational and practical
subjects. ‘‘This work,” said Begtrup, ‘‘is done by high-school
trained men. And more than this, our schools return all their
students to the plow, happy and contended.”

4 " On the wall of the generallecturo room at Fredriksborg, back of the
rostrumh whero the listeners can all sco it, hangs a large painting by
Viggo Petersen, which symbolizes well the work of the school: It is

. & Bible scene. Isaac stands in the open field before the tents as
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sunset tints the landscape in wonderful color (or is it sunrise ?) waiting
tosrcceive Rebecea, his betrothed, coming out of the north. The
remarkablo scene symbolizes the Dunish peasantry waiting for the
hght of education, brought to them by that modem Eleezer, Grundt-
vig. -
Frcdrlksborg offers interesting continuation courses for advanced
students. These are organized into an association called, rather
sententiously, the “Window,” or ““The Window in the West,” the
idea being that this class of advanced and mature students should be
looking out from the windows of life with serious thought toward the
ultimate purpose of heing.
- Principal Begtrup gave an interesting lecture on Leo Tolstoy,
which was followed closely, eagerly almost, by the 125 young auditors.
.The speaker sparkled with wit and humor, giving besides, a lecture so
historically deep and philosophically acute, that many university
students would have been put to their best paces to fgllow it.  One
of the remarkable things about the folk schools is that in an unusually
short time of five months the students are enabled to get a really
helpful outline on philosophy, history, and literature; and, in addi-
tion, many practical things, much gymnastics and song. As to the
latter, Holger Begtrup cxpressed it: “We have much song, northern
song; though perhaps, not what some people would call “fine’ song.”
' Fredriksborg 'holds the unique position of being the touching point
betweon the Danish folk high schools and the schools of a similar
nature now rooting themselves in English soil.  The first school of
this kind was opened at Bournville, near Birmingham, in 1909, by
Tom Bryan, a scholarly gentleman, whose inspiration to cstablish
such a school came to hm% whilo listening to & lecture in onc of the
Danish schools. During the last few yoars a most interesting exehange
of ideas has Bben | going on between Fredriksborg and Fircroft—the
name of the Bournville school. Both teachers and students have been
exchanged. A year ago % group of 50 English teachers visited Fred-
riksborg. Thoe past two years an enthusiastic young Englishman by
the name of Jonty Hanaghan has been st Fredriksborg preparing
himself to do folk high-school work in Yorkshire; while a young
. Englishwoman, his betrothed, is equipping herself for the same work
at Vallekilde. During 1912, nearly one-fourth of the Fircroft stu-
dents were Dancs from the Fredriksborg community. In this way
- the two countries aro beginning to reach out to one another a helping
hand to the end that—
The toiler, bent
Above his forge or plough, may gain
A manlier spirit of content, ' .
And feel that life is wisest spent *

o . When the strong working hand makes atmng
gesoo 0L _;Theworhngbrtun.
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Vallekilde, a great folk Tigh school.—Immediately after the close of

_the disastrous German war in 1864, Ernst Trier, one of the three or
four greatest school men that Denmark has produced, laid the foun-
dations of Vallekilde, in northwest Zealand. 1le felt that now Den-
mark’s only hope lay in educntion.  ““The folk high schools,” he said,
‘‘alone can lift the disheartened people.”  To opened the school in
rented quarters in 1865. Success came from the very first, because
he was inspired for the great task.  To-day, his son-in-law and sue-
cessor, Poul ITansen, stands at the head of one of the most complote
ang influential schools in the country.” _

Ninety acres of fine rolling land, laid out in ornamental gardens,
parkings, experimental plats, and school farm, comprise the working
arca of the school. In this lies a regular village of buildings. This
appears graphically from the accompanying drawing. The most
important of the struotures are a large, fireproof central school build- °
ing with dormitory capacity for 200; a good, cafefully equipped
gymnasium; a building for manual training, and another for art

» work. - There are cottages for all the married teachers, & school
church, and an elementary school for the children of the facultys

The school farm has some remarkable buil_dings"lut deserve at least
a passing notice. The entire plint, by the way, including cow barns,
stables, and hog houses, is lighted by clectricity gencrated by means
of wind .power. .. The cnormous windmill yas the first of its kind
crected by ghe famous Askov tezichor-scig,ist, Poul la Cour. The
mill is fitted With storage batteries of suffidient size to supply current
for a week at a time in case of still weather. '

In the fine sanitdry cow barns, 30 thoroughbred red Fyen cows are
kept. As .an illustration of careful cconomy in everything agricul-
tural, all liquid manure from these barns is made to pass by cement
gutters to outside cisterns, whence it is forced by clectric power to the
mcadows'and plowed ground, and carefully sprinkled over the soil,
The school butchers its own pork and beef. But the cream all goes
to the cooperative creamery in the vicinity, and the butter is actually
“bought back” by the school. There is also a large school bukery
on tho campus, and a well-equipped hospital with separate building
for contagious diseases, ’

‘Vallekilde has from 160 to 180 young men in attendance during the
winter months and 200 girls during the summer time. The young
meh are divided into distinct groups as “agriculturists” and “indus-
trialists,” the formor preparing, s the namo would indicate, for soil i
tilling pure and simple; while. the latter are t hecome farm artisans
of various kinds, It is interesting to note that Vallekilde, which has .
retained the early high-school philosophy in sll its purity, is able to .
combine with this a large degree of the practical without losing any .
~of the cultural values. To be stre the entire industrial group mugﬁ
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attend all the general lectures and live in the same “atmusphere’ ‘as
the other-students, and the industrial work is chiefly theery after sll.
Such subjocts ,as these nre taught: History of architecture, building
construction, drawing—{reshand, mechanical, machine, etc.—paint- =
ing (practical work), calculation, bookkeeping, and penmanship. - The,
agricultural group makes some approach to the practical through occa-
sional loctures in agriculture and horticulture, drawing, and actual
ficldwork in surveying and leveling. : '
Vallekildo is strong in gymnastics, and play-life, and song. The .
young women of the summer school are ¢ffered exceptional opportu-
nities for the study of handwork, music, and the fine arts; but these
studies are considerod hs-incidental merely to the culture lectures. .
‘1t was the writer’s pleasure to be permitted to spend a night at
“Hytten,” or the lodge, the most interesting of all the buildings on
the campus. ““Iytten”” is held sacred in the memory of all Vallokilde
students. Scarcely a student but has beon made a better man or ‘
woman for having come within its benign influonce. .
The story is this: Ingeborg Trier, a daughter of Ernst Trier, was
born into the Vallekilde high-school world in the late sixtiés, a true
daughter of a great father. " All her life she gave to the cause of the
men angd women who toil close to the.soil.  As & young girl sheled the
othergirlsin theirgames and gymnastics.  Shewas thewomanwho later
taught the girls gymnastiesin such a way that they learned the signifi-
esnee of being created in God’s own image. Then she married Niels
Hangen, brother of Principal Poul Tlansen, who is farm manager at
Vullekilde. She was brought as a bride to “Hytten,” and there she . -
remained to the day of her death, a mother to the wholeo school, and
when she was put to her final rest a fow years ago 1,000 old students
and-friends gathered from all Denmark to do her the last honors.:
“II¥tton” was open lo every, student in the school. Ilere they
came to plan their pleasures, to Lest from the work of the classraom.
Ilero thoy sang and played their games.  But more, here came the
young woman {o confide her heartaches to tho mistress of the house,
usually to go away again with the balm of Gilead in her heart; here '
came, too, the yvung man who sdught soul rest, and the wild young
fellow who had gone wrong, and Ingeborg Trier ITansen had words of
wisdom for them all. No “Womdor that thousands look towdrd

“Iytlon” with benedictigns in their hearts. .

This bit of,sentiment is given u place here because it comnes pretty
near-flisclosing the secret of the success of tho high-school men and
won The folk high-schooklife at'its best is a communion of man

 with tman; the work of emancipated leaders“consecrated to the work ~
of frecing others. _ ' :
* Haslev, a folk high school of the practical Tind.—This school is one

~"of a group of six schools founded by the ‘‘Inner Mission Church”—
. .81 independent church body.- To be exact, the schodl is owned by -
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'an associstion of church members which seeks to reach primarily its. -
‘own membership, though all students are made welcomo. The patri-
-oticspiritual’ Iife which stamps the regular Grundtvigian schools is
possibly not so marked at Haslev. On the other hand—since it is a
church institution—religious sub]ects are actually taught as part of
the cougse of study.

The sehool lies on the edge of Haslev, & small town in south-central
Zealand.|\ The buildings are set in a tract of 75 acres, 15 acres being
devoted campus, parking, experiment plat, and garden. The rest
of the lard is farmed and supplies milk, meat, and vegetables for the
school.  Jhree good-sized buildings are used mmedlately for teach-
ing purpdees, besides ample barns, stables, etc. There is dormitory
capacity for 210 persons. Electnclty is freely applied in this school -
all the way from peeling potatoes in the school kitchen to running the
thrashing machine at the school barns. . |

The study courses heze aim to reach two classes particularly: (1)
Those who are to till the soil, and (2) those who are to live as artisans

_in the country. Itis interesting to see how the school seeks to train
the actual soil tillers and the country artisans as well, thereby keeping
~ alive in the vountry a twofold civilization.

The first-mentioned of the two classes is really what the other
schools would designate the regular cultural group, though here at
Haslev. it becomes the farm group.- It gets less of the inspirational
work affered by he former schools, but more of religious lectures and
practical agricultural work. Forty-ﬁvo—hour periods are devoted to
class work each week by tho young men in the winter school, as ap-
pears from the following enumeration: =

. Regqular high-school section for men, i)

2 Lectures on-Bible history............ ... ... .. e
‘ Lectures on church history............o.oooviiiiiiiii

, Biographies of greatmen. ...............coiueiiiiii L
nas aQuest:onhour.............................: ............ T v L
5 History of missiona.........................

s

3

2

1

1

1

2

2

: 2

Loctumonthehmoryofhtcmtum... ....................................... 1

PDuyish (composition, analysis, classics)..................... Ceeeeenaeoannn ... b
',Agpo\mting ............ groseerencans Toseenqenananens 30Q0000B0C00B000aa T : !

2

2

2

1

1

1

3

8

2
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A. MQDEL 5-ACRE §MALLHOLD OPERATED AS A PARK OF THE SCHOOL FOR
SMALLHOLOERS NEAR ODENSE, FYEN.

4 B. IN THE MODEL KITCHEN, RURAL SCHOOL OF HOUSEHOLD ECONOMICS,
o HASLEV, ZEALAND.
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The seven liours devoted to agricultyre and horticulture inclide ]
the history.of agriculture, practical work in planning the farm,
platting and planting gardens, and fieldwork in surveying and |
leveling, pruning of fruit trees, ete. . :

.The summer course for young women is quite similar to the course’
described above, with_ tl;(e exgeption that six hours of plain sewing,
embroidery, knitting, and dressmaking are*bst.ituted for the
agriculture. It is“well to add here that the summer schools for .
women in all of the folk high schools require much sewing—seldom
less than one hour daily. : ' ' : IR

The artisan group at Haslev is subdivided into smaller groups
or classes, a8 carpenters, brick and stone masons, smiths, machinists,
puinters, tinners, and wheelwrights. The course of study for car-
penters and masons will serve to-illustrate the kind of work required
front the entire group: The courses cover three winters of five months
-each, and are intended especially*to answer the needs: of the country
artisans .who work during the summer months. Tho first year ig
devoted; more particularly to theory—i. c., geomatrical drawing,
projection, algebra, and geometry, The second-year class emphasizes .
building congtruction.’ ﬂthe close of this year the students are able
to draw, plans and spocifagtions of fair.size farm buildings. By the
close of the. third year they make,their own drawings, calculpte the
size of timbers, iron supports, etc., with great accuracy. Much
practical work is done on the premises, altlrough most of the ‘wqrk
is devoted to miniature buildings-and models. - o '
- The artisans are required to follows Eis woekly scheédule:

.’\‘
- 4 .Hours, %
Lectures (in regular high-school section).................. .. .. oo 12 s
Danish (compasition, mnalysis, classics)........ 0000300066060000000000 6
Accoimting—arithmetic......................0. LREBGE8E0060 00aRAnG 4 ey
. Bookkeeping........ ...t L 1
Naturalscience............. oo i L
Gymnastics.......................0.. T e e 3
o Technical subjects,............... .0 . ... ... S 22 4
Total. oo e 49

Hgslev'is proud of thigfact that it is sending out annually scores
of practically trained arlisans who not only know their profession,
but who are also equipped with the additionsl advantagos of having
spannged-the gap between tho deadoning workaday in. life amd ‘the
higher culture life which of right should be the common, heritage of all.

.- Ryslinge in Fyen, a.historic school.—Ryslinge, which is 'a small
. country village in south-cehtral Fyen, beautifully situated in-a =
- prosperous agriculturalieommunity, holds shigh splace sn folk: high- 3,

- . - .school. history. It was::early ;hrought-into notice because “here:

. Kristen. Kpld opeiied his fifst schoo] in 1851. The community hes.
been(” ent i ther ways:: The free-church mij,em‘g:t
o, (o) 2L oganr et e X
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-began here Jn the early day. "The first “Valgmemghed” or free,
choice congregation, was founded here—i. e., a congregation in’
which the membership is free to choose its own pastor, instead of
being obliged to accept one appointed by the State. Here, too, were
organized the “first ‘‘gkytteforeninger”” or associations of sharp-
 shooters, ‘which built at Ryslinge the first of the rural assembly halls
"now found in.every country commune. -And nowhere have the
gymnastic organizations prospered more than here.

Ryslingé Folk High School can scarcely be considered a contmua- .
tion of Kold’s school,- though it has taken to itself all the spiritrand - .
.8l the traditions of this school. As it now stands, Ryslinge owes its - )
origin to a former army chaplain, Johannes Clausen, who begr.n his
school sctivities here in 1866. He was pastor of t.he local church
and really intended his school for an “Inner mission” institution,
but he brought several teachers—his intimate friends—into the
school, who had strong Grundtvigian tendencies. This indiscretion
probably cost the principal his, position; but it gradually gave the

*school a new coloring, so that to-day it stands for the purest of

Grundtvig's philosophy.  ° \1

1n'1884 a new era began at Ryslinge, when Alfred Poulsen was chosen
. principal. He came from Lyngby Agricultural School, where he had
been in charge of the folk high-school department. Poulsen is one of
the biggest schoolmen in active charge of the schools at the present
time. The most lucid delineation of the folk high schools ever penned
'in English is from his hand.! He is also the president of the Associa-.
tion of Folk High Schools and Agncultural Schools an organization
whiah hias been of vast importance in unifying the work of the schools,
and in getting for them the necessary State recognition and aid.

Prof. Poulsen is one of thé most ardent advocates of the palicy
-of keeping the folk high schools as free as possible from textbooks und
clessroom practices. 1esays: - _ |-

HEISE

A

It i8 & great mistake, and contrary to the high-school philosophy, to combine thia
school with agricultural schools, or with other departments requiring much study.
The right spiritual uplift of the man and opening of tho,soul demand, first of all,
peace and quiet. Where there i8 much book activity there can be little time for
‘meditation and the “living word” becomes powerless,
. . His fear is that many practical subjects strongly emphasizod will
- - force thereal spirit of the folk schools into the background—ultimately )
* to get only such time for lectures as can not be used for “practical”’
'+ purposes. A majority of the schoolmen seem to share these views.
- ~ Ryslinge is remarkably well built and attractive. “Its sttendance .
. iz limited to 200 young men in winter and 200 young women in sum-
. mer. Months before a term opens the matriculation sheets are 1
- closea and the students are refused for want of room. :The fact -
% tlut such sc.hools deliberately hmxt themselves to a comparatively 4

Seayic, o, i l'mmnhhpopnunusew ; e
) M Tge s Bl #

T, e y Y 3
w:,. X T (R ”~ ¥ SR PR .“3.4 R SRS W
it i P : . - . Tt s e v
e et e i i . . P — ks




e tfaomrrrwa;{zéx.x mcfn SCHOOLS. R O
small number of studengd shovid convey a hint to schools where big
numbers too often play® vhé wiaster role. .

It is unnecessaly. to*take the time here for a review of the work
.seen-at Ryslings. ‘In organization of courses, in daily life, and in
,other ways it closely resembles Vallekilde; to tell the-story of one

sehool isito givefthat of the other. Our sojoutr there was delightful °
and ingtruetive, although cut short because of the principal’s forced
sbsence fromi Home. -

A Askov ¢ Ezpanded” Folk High School.—When Schleswig becamo

1y German territory Rodding Folk High School was transplanted, it
will be recalled, root and branch, to loyal soil north of Kongeaaen
(King's River), which marks the new boundary. Vejenis an unim-
portant country village on the railroad between Kolding and Esbjerg,
and the topography of the country is, on the whole, monotonous and
uninteresting. In spite of all this, no spot in Denmark has greater -
historic memories, nowhere is the patriotic life and the folk life more
Keenly alive than here on the frontier. , Askov Folk High School,”
the greatest of all the folk high schools, lies in the midst of this com-
munity, a short half hour’s walk south from Vejen, right in sight of
the German frontier. Had Denmark built strong, frowning earthworks

" along the boundary, they could not have been the national defense that
she now hasin the work of this school. North of the line the people
have become welded in clear-sighted, far-seeing nationality; and’even
south of it Danish spirit and Danish languale Have been kept alive.

It is a significant fact that a large number of young peoplo from the
‘German side of the boundary may be secn not alone ‘at Askov, but -
at the other schools in the peninsula and over on the islands.

. Askov is a direct continuation of the first school established in
Denmark, and has retained all the old traditions. Above the portal
of the oldest of its many school buildings may yet be seen the inscrip-
tioni: “Flors Hojskole,”” in remembrance: of Dr. Christian Flor, the
carly champion of Rédding. - Ludvig Schréder brought the school
across the boundary and directech its work up to the time of his death
in 1908. During these years remarkable progress has been made.
The school was at first conducted as an ordinary folk high- school;
but in 1878 it was reorganized as the “ Expanded” Askov. -

Prominent high-school leaders had ever since Grundivig’s time
« kept alive the hope that Sord would eventually be converted into a

great dentral folk high school with continuation courses for students

from the other schools. All hope finally failed, and by common con-

: sent Askov was chosen instead. Indeed, such men as Emst Trier,

of Vallekilde, and J, Fink, an old Ryslinge leader, and“their sup-

porters, were among the first to point to Askov as the ligical place
for such a school. The Danish high-schpol association was organ-
ized to look after the financial side of the probleni, and with such

- marked success that the reorganized school could begin its work a8, -

- early ss November, 1878 ¢ -~ - «° 2
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~ At the present time the following courses are offered: An advanced
course for men, covering two winter sessions of six months each; an
advanced course for young women, also covering two winter sessions
of six months each; and a regular summer course for young women.
In the advanced courses the men and women attend the lecturcs
in common; althouglein most of their otheg work they have separate
‘classrooms. The men alone reside at the school dormitories durmg
the winter sessions. The women students find accommodation in the
small village that is springing up around the school grounds.
Some 260 young'men and women—the pick of tho advanced folk
high-school students—were in attendance at the time of our visit.
+ Many of these had completed the regular courses in the other folk
high schools; some were here from the agricultural schools; some
from teachers’ seminaries and from the “learned” schools; and still
others had come from the National Polytechnic Ipstitute apd the

)

National University. This enthusiastic throng was here preparatory
“to going out into the other folk high schools as teachbrssand inspirers.

The summer courses at ov differ but little from the summer
work in the other s 2 he first year of the advanced
course is practically the same as offcred elsewhere. “The difference
lies in the second year's work. Throughout, therc is more actual
book study, methods, and Wboratory work. The natural and social
sciences, especially, receive much attention.

_ The following daily program will give a good idea of school work
' oat Askov )
Daily prog'ram summer school for women, 1913,
e LT — .
Hour, Monday. I Tucsdn_v‘ \\nlnesday.; Thursdny.i' Frldav\n. | Saturday.
. &0 ~ Sqgial seience. Geopraphy. | ‘ Nature study, ’
.. . :
. 9-10, : uymnaztios. ’
R 10-11. Danish. |.\rithmolic‘ Dunish. \rithmetic, | ~ Danish, Arlthmetic,
tt-12, History of liternture. General history.
X _ -
Noon intermission,
a. Drawing. | Handwork, Drawing. ‘llamlwurk. Drawing. Handwork,
130-230. | - — .
b 1landwork.! Drawing. Handwork. | Drawing, liandwork. Drawing.
2.30-3. - ' Song praet fee.
325425 | Natorostudy. . Sanitation, Flocution. |  Danish.
P = - e fr—— < - ———
4.30-8.48. Discuselon., Sewing. . Disrusston, .
. - ‘/
Lectuxe. .
Locmm Bundoyunu'noom at 5.30. : s
-"3;“5,%‘.,_:5 s

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



SOME TYPICAL FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS,
Daily program, winter school for men, 1913,
(First year.)
Hour. H&ndny. ‘Tuesday. ‘ Wednesday. l Thursday. l Friday. \ Saturday.
- —— —— | —— = | U R - ———————
Discussion Discussion | o
R-9. on  {inhistory of Mathematics. ! Hypiene and sanitation.
imu\hemn(&(-s. the north. |
9-10. g f G ymnastics. / ’
10.30-11,3C. Ilistorical physics. | Cieneral history. | Natural science.
d ! iscussion | i
11.30-12.30. | Geozraphy. | i': ;ﬂ:’;z::‘:‘ i Geography. | Accounting.
. t ! 1.
_— l'.
Discussion ] . Discussion
1230 2 Drawing. general hrawing, | Swimming. Lnévneml
islory. H history.
I ‘
3.20+4.0 Song practica.
_.‘. [ p—— ki
can A - I English or English or
45, Foriotoryt German. l.ectures. German
i = \
I Discussion | Discussion | ¥
et Danish. Danish, natural in | Danish, Danish.
Scicoce, m-,\lhem:ni_ve.i
Lo e [t J— = —
(S lstoty of iterature. f Hictory of themorth. K
i |
- {Second yeir.)
e e o © —. - Vi
. . . i
Iour. © Monday. : Tuesday. | Wednesday. ' Thursday. Friday. Baturday.
0 o
2 o R E i L r
5o, | Literature of all nutiots, ‘ Advanced geography. Applied mathematics.
a-10, : Gymnastics.
g 3
e = J
e i
10.30-11.30. I*hysies. 1 toneral history . | Natural seience.
L\ i
[
q Advancel English or . o ale | English or
11.30-12.30. algebr. German. Advanced algebra. ’ E German.
N i L4
Discussion l
12.30-2. in gencral Drawing and laboratory practice. 8wimming, ; .
. history. !
- - IO T TR e S EETLT S EVUE STt
wan-g, . . Sonp practice.
= - 1— i o o
. Hyglene and
Norv 5 e v
1-£, Iistory of retiglons. AT Blolouy. Soclology.
ot
Discuseion o Niseussion ¥
: -G, in history of Danish. in peneral Danish. Danish. Danish,
= the north, history. ’
- O = Al -
. L ' istory of literatute, o . llistory of the north.
N .
L AT e

o
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Askov has had associated with it the names of such great men as. .
Poul la Cour, Svend Ilogsbro, and others. ILa Cour is known to
the world for utilizing wind power to generate eloctric current. ‘' The
mill at Askov is built above a very interesting chemical laboratory,
located in a grove of trees by itself. The mill furnishes current to
light the entire school, a score or more buildings, besides supplying
all the electricity required for experimental purposes. The chemical
{ laboratory was primarily intepded for advanced research work only;
but, of late, two weeks’ courses have been added for farmers and their . -
hired men, and dairy employess, who are all oblnged to understand
the general principles of electricity, since this is commg more and Y
morg into use for lighting the farmsteads and runmng the dairies.”
October 6 to 14, 1874, marked the beginning, in Denmatk, of a
most remarkable system of extension work. At that time some 70
or 80 young and old people met at Askov and “‘lived” for more-than
a week in an atmosphero charged with religious fervor, patriotic zeal,
and eager desire to help one’s fellowmen. This was the beginning of
a series of annual meetings which grew in importance with time.
_ Each.autumn larger throngs of the poasantry and town: folk flocked
bo the school.
* This movement was not limited to Askov nlono In a short time
ot.her folk high schools ‘and agricultural schools had taken it up and
Y “the.two wecks' autumn meetings were held all over the land. . School.
buildings proved too small to hold the throngs, and froves of trees
‘b, near by were used instead. Some schools have their natural \\oo(h, )
» while others have been obliged to plant for thi8 purpose. Sc '
" Askov has a historie grove for its great meetings, which, by the
wav, are no longer limited to the autumn time, but ure hcld daring -
* spring and summor as well.  This is'**Skibelund Krat,” wsmall forest
i of gnarled oaks and other trees, a few minutes’ walk south of the schoal
" and overlooking the German frontier. This spot has been sacred
ground for many yoars. lHere the peasantry met to celebrate the
_ signing of the liberal constitution of 1849; and hero have the Danes S
south of the Dorder miet with their brothers annuslly since the w u'r' to .
renew’their vows of stendfastness to a lost cause.” Since .tho coming f-
of Askov, Skibelund has become & veritable Mecca for the high-school s
- folk. All kinds of popular meetingsare held here. At or near the
natural amphitheater where the speaking is held are busts and monu-
. ments of folk leaders who have given theit lives for a,happier Den-
mark. Among the others can:be setn a great memorial to Principal
Ludvng Schréder and his wife, who died some six years ago. Pethaps. -
* the most smkmg thing at $k1be1und is ‘“Modersmaalet,” 3 group.
monument in the center of wlnch stands & woman of heroic size, |
gazing southward—‘The qu'lt of the Mother Tongue” : blessing her
g“ d.lVlded children e
e 9 sl Sl .
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The themes discussed at these gat,hermgs cover a wide range of
knowledge. At first they were limited by the folk high-school tradi-

" tions to the mbpn‘a.monal lectures in }ustory, literature, mythology,

etc. With.time the feld has broadened until now every. phase of
ethics, politiés, agriculture, souology and the like are freely dis-
. oussed. This extension work is_quite similar to the Ameriear Chau-
taujua, except that no admission fee is charged. -

It might be added here-that many men who had gained  their
“inspiration at the high-school meetings later organized their home
commumtv and mntmued the great work at the community hall and
gymnasium, one of which may be found-in every rursl district. In
the -towns and cities the frlends of-the new education built Hojsko-

* lehjem, ot high-school homes—institutions combining many of ‘the

features of u iodern Y. M. C. A. building withi the conveniences of a
first~class hotel. Even Copenhagen Ims such an institution, %alled

(:rundlmg s ITus (Grundtvig's House). Aside from offering the faciki- »

* ties of first-class hostelries, mamlbed in a truly Christian spirit, these
homes are the ra]lvmv centers in town and city for the new extension
“work.. Each has its library and reading rooms, and holds weekly

-, nicetings fashiotied after the great outdoor meetmgs It is estimated

that in-this wuy a vsfholesome and helpful education is brought to the
very thr eshold. of every farmer ‘andsvillager in the hmgdom

- The State hos lent marked aSsistance. to the extension movement
b ucourumng perambulating courses in a.gnculture and household
conomics, sctting aside for this work aamlly large sums to pay
teachers and lecturers. To this should be udded that the Govern-
. Inént maintains o national service of control asstatxmts —-scmnce

spocialists—whose serviems.us speakers and agricultoral orgamm

may be lm.d for the nskmg P dmeme g D CE

o S04, . R

VI.—LOCAL AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS:AND THEIR WORK... |

- General stateménit.—The Danish country: boys leave t-lzé\e}enmmary_ .

rural school at the age of 14 or'15;.then tlicy devote three years or,

.more to practical home and farm tasks. At 18 they maly énter the
folk high schools, spending there a winter or two fo get as large &

|."

“share as possible in the cultural sub]ects -Then-at 19 or 20*or éven
lator they are ready- to-mike a final study of the txx‘hmcal agncul-
tural subjects.in the local agncﬁ]tural'sdwols | e g

The importance to stixents of & course in the folk hlgh schools

before they. enter the agncultur'l s¢hools can scarce]y be..gveresti-

matéd.. The life-at the forter schiools has a quickening effect pon
them; they learn to thmk fot thgmsalves, and enter tho agricultural -
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find there than coudd otherwise have been possible. From ﬁgures

" quoted elsewhere it appears that about 50 per cent of all agricultural

students have attended folk high schools for one or more winter ses-

sions before entering upon their ‘technical studies. Many agricul-

a tural schools, as a ‘matter of fact, require that their matriculants

shall have spent some timo at the folk high schools before beginning
agricultural studies.

Capt. J. C. la Cour loved to say: “The Danish agricultural school
is.the.child of the Danish folk high school, and must, like this, have
Christian faith and national life for its basis.” The union between
the two kinds of schools is remarkably close. In organization and
internal management the agricultural schools are very similar to their
prototypo, the folk highschools. The same democratic spirit of gov-
ernment, the dormitory plan of student life, the great emphasis
placed on song and gymnastics, the use of the locture method when-
ever feasiblo—all besperk this.

Every. agricultural school has its school farm’ For that matter, so
has practically every folk. high school. Somo of the schools have

- a hundred acres. . It is true that the folk high schools use their lanidl’
chiefly to aid in the upkeep of the school by furnishing vegetables,
whilo the agricultural school uses its land for laboratory purposes.
The amount of practical workevaries greatly. Some schools are
content to adhere closely to teaching the thcory of agricultire.
Others have extensive experimental fields, herds of milch cows, great
numbors of swine and poultry; at a fow scheols there are fully
equipped creameries for the working up of the milk produced on the
school farm and milk hauled in frem neighboring farms. Several
have well-equipped bacteriological laboratories, where problems aro
worked out of greatest value to agricultural life. Iach separato -
school strives to formulate its courses-to the needs of its own agri-
cultural section. G

The Government-aided ageicultural school.s nunber 23, including
three spocial- agricultural’ schools for small-hold farmers. Some-
thing of the daily life and work at three ty picul schools of this kind
is describod below.' The three are: Lyngb\ in Zealand; Dalum, in
Fyen; and Ladelund, in Jutland. .

Lyngby Agricultural School.—Lyngby is one of the most beautiful
spots in Denmark. It is only 7 miles north of Copenhagen, and on
this account is visitod by foreign commissions and unattached edu-’
cators more frequently than the other schools. Theé Lyngby com-

. munity comprises a wholo systom of educational institutions rather
tham=a singlo school. . There is the Lyngby Agrie¢ultural School and
right across the road from it Grundtvig’s Folk High School. A Gov-

. ernment e'(perlme.nt farm lies contiguous to tho agricultural school,

;’; and a8 most umque agnculturnl museum ud]oins the high-school

S
i
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grounds. Besides these, a cocperative association of local farmers
has experiment fiolds and-sales emporiums in the school community.
Lyngby Agricultural School wes organized in 1867 by Capt. J. C.

- In Cour iind 2 local association of farmers. This was really an attempt

to operate an agricultural school having as ono of its integral parts a
folk high-school department. This did not prove a very satisfactory

- arrangoment,; the folk: high-school department did not prosper. In
1890 the Grundtvig High School Association (orgafized to perpotu-

Lt Reede Latopoara

- Ws

GROUND PLAN OF GRUNDTVIG'S FOLK HIGH SCHOOL..

1. Agricuftural school. | 10, Experiment fields of 1lorse Couperntive Assock
2. Grundivig's High School. V. ution. .
3. Agricultitral museuno. . 117, Cooperative association headquarters.

4,5 and 6. fusoum buildings. | 1R, Agricultural schod! farm. ’ -
7. Museum exhubits. 19. Further oxperiment fields.

. \\\J

')‘ .
e Al

K, 9,10, 11, and 12. Additionsl mugeum farmsteads. | 20. Fxperiment orchard. -
3. Machinery hall. . 21. 1. C.la Cour's monument. ¢
1. Qovernment experiment fields. - ‘ 22. 'teachots’ cultage.

15. Buildings of experiment station. 9 o |

- . .
ate tho bishop's namo in a folk high school) ))ur(rh:y(ed‘ tho agricul-
tural school and additional land. A group of new buildings was
erocted for Grundtvig's Folk -High School, giving the school at the ~

- same timo a soparate administration. Tho present status is there-
fore this:- One association of school men and farmors owns both .
schools, -but theso have soparate principals and separate internal -

management.- Yot théy work in the greatestharmony, so far as to ..
use & gymhasium -in common, exchanging locturers, and in other:

< E oy v
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ways helpmg each other. The work, a('cogdmg ter expert testimony,

has been much more satisfactory to all concer no{l since the division
into two schools. . :
Lyngby Agricultural School is a good illustretion of the sub-
stantial smaller schools of apriculture. The school farm embraces
some 19 acres only, but Lyngby has the opportunity to make use
of important investigations carried-on by the Government on its
experiment farm mentioned above. Tho students mav also draw
much inspiration from Grundtvig's Foiik Iligh School and from
study at the great Danish Agricultural Muscum (Dansk Land-

brugsmuscum) near by.

Lyngby offers two courses for voun" men —one of six months

-and one of nine.  Prerequisites for admission ave: (1) Some fanilinrity:

with farm work, and (2) timo spent at some folk high school.  The

six juonths' coume » as follows:

Chemistry (inorganic and organic).
Phywics.
Study of soils. S
Treatment of soils (including meadow and
< mooriandsy, irrigation and drining),
Study of feriilizers.
Rol.uhn of crops.
Plant culture,

_ Study of weeds,

Secd culture.
Plant diseases,
Domestic animals (their anatomy).

Breeding of domedtic animals (eattle,

horses, awinep, and sheep).
Btudy of breeds and breeding,

.

Judging horses and vatyhe.
| Discases of domestic urhmls
T Feeding.
Ilnm-r«huving and smithing. -
Duirying.
Farm machinery,
Farm accounting.
Prawing.
Surveying and leveling,
Arithmetic.
Written themes,
Danish,
History of agriculture.
Study of how to overcome commeraial
fautta in our domestr anjmals.

The nine months” course includes all of the above, but is more
detailed. Lecfure courses in sociology and cconomics with. special

reference to rural lifo are added.

students who desire to become

. agricultural experts who offer advige in dairving,

tion of soils, ete.

The Government experiment station is utilizing some 125 acres
The Lyngby station limits its work to cereals
and root plants especinlly adapted to Zealand conditions.

of land at this time.

Some work is also offered for
“eanitrol assistants” —i. e, local
foeding, fertiliza-

Highly

scientific experiments are carried on in the comparative values of
cereals, clover, roots, etc.
students of the agrncultuml school.

Dansk Folkemuseum is the largest museum of ‘its kind 4n Don-
ntark. Several large buildings are filled with agricultural implo-
ments and furniture and household utensils, arranged chrono-
logically covering many hundred yeais: Here the students have
‘the opportunity to study the evolution in the plow JHr harrow from

‘
. £
£ = % A

s ——

All such work may be observed by the,
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tho simple wooden affair of the forefathers to the manv -modcrn'-
implements. Harvesting, threshing, and dairying may likewise
be observed from their. primitive beginnings to the :present-day
laborsaving machinery. Cntire farmsteads, with. all their out--
buildings, two, three, or even four hundred years old, have been
moved in from various ]mrts of Denmark, Sweden, the Faroes, and
Teeland, and Febuilt on the muscum grounds at Lyngby.

The cooperative onterprises carried on in the community can
also bo utilized to practical ends by the school.

Dalum. Agricultural aend Dairy School.—-To tske the half hours

© wilk from Odense in Fyen out to Dalum Agricultural School seemed

almost  like making a pilgrimage to the shrine of Kristén Kold.
Lhs first-Ryslinge school, it may be recalled, was moved to Dalby
in northesst Fyen, and in 1862 Kold opened a more pretentidus
scheol at Dalum, where he labored up’ to the time of Lis death in
1870.  His was a great work, and when he died no available man

" was found to continue what he had begun, with the result that the

wehool eventually closed its doors, not- to bo reoperred before 1886,
when it was reorganized by a grcat school man, Jorgen Petersen,
as Dalum Land brugsskole. a
This school, with Ladelund and Tune, make the trio of greatest
local agricultural schools in Denmark. Tt has influenced Danish’
agrieultural life in cevery corner of the Kingdom. Some 4,267
students havo completed its courses in the 26 years of Its existence.
Of these, 3,198 havo returne'd to *the soil as &eientific farmers, 652
have gono into the creameries, and 417 hdave become control assist-
ants, or agricultural experts w h_050 business it is to advise the farmers
und teach them bettoer agriculture.  The averago winter, attendanco
is about 200, while in summer onfy 25 of the most capable students
areretained, who get the practical work of the farm by actually ‘/(lmnr{
it" under experts. This small group becomo heads of large fmms,
nunagers of-dairies, bacon factories, ete. ! :
Dulum offers the following courses: -

1. Courses for agri(-ul.(.urisuq—— )

(a) 6 months (November-April). s

(h) 9 montha (Vmembor—Juk) ’ :

(¢) 3 months (May—{uly : L :
2. Coume for dairymen— , '

{a) 8 months (Soptember-—;\pnl\ '
3. Course for control assistanta-—

(u } month (October).

1. (‘ounsx-,é\ FOR Aomcuurums-re

The #ix months’ coume requirements for admiseion are: (1) Practical knowledge.of
farm work; (2) completion of a course in a folk high school; (3) applicant must generully
*be it I6ast 20 years of age. - The atudies are as follows:

(hemistry. —Inorganic and organic—in relation to everyday Ilfc

Physica. ~—ﬁoch&nm, heat, electricity, moteomlogy, ole:
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voe and ‘orgariic subetnnces . S

- The dairy school of Daluny has its own lecture halls; bacteriological and chemical

‘co d from the farmé of the vicinity; and much other modern equipment, Only

' jg‘iscuhw schodl of equal raok, The mk %5 all sdvanced:,
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' Plant culture.—Structure, life, common diseases. - ¢

Drawing.—Geometrical, mechanical, ete.
.Burveying.—Field work throughout the spring. .

Danish.— Langusge, comp&mon (hemeﬂ ‘.

Arithmetic,. - ° o

Parm accounting. —Cash and bank accounts, fodder and®*milk accounting, field
records, daily and annusl settlements.

Gymnastics.

History of agriculture,— With rpecial reference to Damqh conditions.

Study of soile.

Dau‘ymg —In addition to Lhe regular course, a series of lectures of epecial interest
to milk producers is offered, such as4reatment of milk in the home; etatistics on dairy
management, etc.

Farm ‘management.~~Farm organization, rotation of crops, usze of bauks and vredn
unions, land laws, communal laws, etc. )

Farm machihery.—Study of farm implements, results of trials and experiments
with common farm machinpery, preservation and use of machines, etc.

Plant culture.—Preparation’ of soil, study ‘f fertilizers, seeding; harvesting, histoty
ard culture of the most useful plants, weeds, plant disoases, seed culture, ete.

Domestic anjmals.—Anatomy; the horee, breeds and breedmg, the cow, hog, sheep,
etc.,"i#t similar manner; care of all domestic animals.

The nine mouths’ course presupposes the completion of the above
six months’ course or its equivalent in some other school. “The course
includes sli the studics enumerated in the six montis’ course in addi-  «
tion to threo months of advanced work, with practical applicatior in
laboratory and experiment ficld, d\mng May, June, axd July.

. 'The three months’ course is & continuation course for old and
advanced students: It is practical laboratory and field work chiefly, '
It covers the months of May, June, and July.

« 2. COURSE rorDAmYua\:.

lab®atories; a large creamery which manufactures the.milk from’ tho school herd of .

mature students of good echool preparation are accepied. The course covers eight
months’ work, from Soptember to Aptil.. The studies are as follows: . 5

Chemistry, . p i'(encs, machinery, bacteriolog , domestic animale, dnu'ymg, farm, i
accountifig, i)ook ecping, arithmetic, penmanship, and gymnastics. |
Practical exercises: -

1, Btudy of milk il the creamer)' testing for fats, ete. ' .
2. Bactenolog:cal exercises; common" bactenologmL technique, microscopic cul-

tures, efr.
3. Chemical analyses of a practical kind for the dairy, such as teating for purity,

4. .Chemical experiments in quahmtx\&annlyz-)s dealing with the chief inorganic

. a © L

- B 3 louns: FOR CoNTROL ASBISTANTS.

'l'he demnnd for control amistama is ro urgent that the ach‘ol has organized a specml‘
course in this field.- The work is open to men and women of ma,turuy, and experience
.who have.already completed an agncultunl or dairy course at Dalum or at some

.
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Dalum is a large school. Something like a score of substantial
strictures have sprung up around Kold’s original school building,
which is still in us¢. The expenment fields are large and interesting.
The school berds of; cattle and swine were the best seen anywhere
on our trip. . The faculty list includes some of the ablest agricultural
scientists in Denmark. The principal is Th. Madsen-Mygdal, who
has done much for Danish agriculture. Another man of note is
Jacob E. .Lange, who is well known for his work in horticulture.

Ladelund Agricultural and Dairy School.—This great farm school

lies only an hour’s walk northwest of Askov, or may be reached ina

few minutes by rail from Vejen to Brorup Station. The school
embraces 50 or more acres of land, divided into home farm, experi-*
mental plats, forestry station, and school campus. Tho.latter con-
tains some 40 farm and’school bulldmgs
The purpose of the school is-stated in the followmg langyage:
- Through the courses of instruction it is sought to give the students—who must
be acquainted with the practical side of agriculture and dairying—such a Toundation

of knowledge a8 will enable them to attain a clearer insight into those things which
they in pmctice must labor with, and bence slso greater interest, greater returns,

. md greater joy in their work. This end is sought te be atwained partly by giving

the students knowledge of nature that surrounds them, of the farces that are work and
the laws that govern, and before which we must yxeld and regulate our daily work in
ﬁcld and bara and dau-y and partly by making known’ to the students the results of
‘experimentation, of investigation, etc., in the field of agriculture and dmrymg—-
tesults on the baais of which we must ehape our practica] activities.!

The school offers courses in agriculture, in dmrymg, and in ‘the
proparation of contrbl assistants.

The agriculture courses are three: (1) A five months’ course, from-
Novembor to March, for young farmers who canmet give the growing
season to study; (2) a nine-months’ course, from November to July,
for long-time students; and (3) a four months’ continuation course,
from April to July, for students who-have already taken a short
preparatory course. The subjects of instruction are practically the-
samo as studied at Lyngby. -The continuation course, however, lays
great stiées on practical field work.

Tho. course in dairying includes ¢hemistry, physics, bactonology,
furm accounting, Danish, drawing, gytnastics, bookkeeping {for
dmrymen), dairy culture, lnstory of ngnculture dairying, and rufal +

. economics, practical wol-k in the l)ncteriologlcnl laboYatory and school ~
' dmry.

-t Undervimingsplan lor 1012, ° . -

SRR B

The course includes classwork and lectures on dairying, dairy accodnting, study . '
of feeding, study of eoil tests and fertilizing, with practical work in milk weighing,
testing for fata, etc., the uee of Dr. Gerber’s apparalug, keeping records of lndl\ndual
cowe, etc.
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There are three courses for control assistants—of six, three, and
0 one month. These agricultural specialists devote their time to
- giving expert advice to the farmers of & given community and are -
paid partly by the commynity and partly by the State. Such experts
may be found all over the land, testing milk for butter fat or the cows
for tuberculosis. They make soil examinations and give advice as to
what fertilizers to use, what rations to feed, etc. Their work has
been especially effective among the older farmers who have not had .
the opportunities for study now at hand. Students taking control-
assistant courses have generally completed some agricultural course
before matriculating in the new work. Here emphasis is laid on
control accounting, milk testing, bacteriology, and the study of
domestic animals.
Ladelund Agricultural School is equipped with remarkably strong
d l)a('tenologlcal and chemical laboratories. The latter is used exten-
sively to analyze milk, fertilizers, and feeding stuffs from the farm-
steuds far and near. The school owns a herd of 35 red Fyen cows,
sqine of which yielded 16,500 pounds of milk annually. This milk,
togother with the milk from many hundred red cows from adjom-
ing farms, is manufactured into butter and prepaned for the English
‘ _muarkets at the cooperative creamery, which is a part of the school
plant. This school creamery handled the past year fully 1,000,000
kilograms of milk.

The Royal Veterinary and Agricultural Institute.—It is appropriate
in this connection to mention the great mother school of agriculture,
the Royal Veterinary and Agricultural Institute (Den Kongelige
Veteriner- og Landbohéjskole), situated almost at the center of
Copenhiagen.  The agricultural schools discussed above are mere
local schools intended to train practical farmers. The Royal Institute,
on the other hand, is a school of research, and offers advanced courses

“for the training of practical agriculturists, horticulturists, forestcrs,

- surveyors, veterinarians, and blacksmiths Most of the tenchers in
' the local agricultural schools have been trained in this great school.

The college was founded in 1783, at first solely as a veterinary

~ school. It was afterwards enlarged to include agriculture and horti-

culture, and still later departments were added for surveyors' and

foresters. In 1892 and 1893 the State contributed about .1,000,000

crowns for further enlargement. . .

° The total number of students ra,ngea from 400 to 600. 01' these
about 200 belong to the veterinary group. The agricultural group is
. smaller, seldom passing 125. The rest are divided pretty ovenly
- among the foresters and the horticulturists. * The attendance is not .
limited ‘to Depmark. The reputation of Dr. T.: ‘Westerman, Dr.-
K. Rordam, Prof. B. Bang, the great authonty on animal ‘tubercu- = i
. Alom, md ot.hfr megmbers of :the foculty is 20 great that students ki
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attend from nll over northem Europe, and evenfrom Bulgaria, Greece, ® 1
and Roumania. -
Without descrlbmg the work of the institute in detail, it should be
-said that it is a great institution, comprising many acres covered with
massive buildings, wherein are found well-equipped laboratories,
libraries, museums, etc. The school forms the center of all agricul-
tural activity in the Kingdom. Here is, for example, the laboratory .
for agricultural-economic .experiments, through which 1mportant
chemical, bacteriological, physiological, and other experiments' in i
dairying, feeding, aud breeding of cattle, swine, and poul#®y are car-
ried on at selected farms throughout the land. The laboratory pur-
sues continuous tests of butter intended for export. Another
important arm of the service is the serum laboratory, which prepares
and distributes various sera, vaccines, and preparations intended to
stamp -out disease of domestic animals. Finally, the 25 national
experts in agricultural economics (Statens Landékonomiske Konul- -
enter) are connected more or less closely with the Royal Institute.
Four do their work under the ministry of agnculture, one is attached ;
. to the ministry of ]ustlce, while the remammg twenty are stationed at '
. the scattered experlment farms, and are in direct touch with the
school. These epc(mhsts lend direct assistance to the focal agricul- - |
tural schools, and in many other ways promote agricultural i unprove—
ment.

5. ) L . 9
VIL—SPECIAL AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS FOR SMALL

+ JOLDERS "AND RUBAL SCIIOOLS OF HOUSEHOLD
ECONOMILS .

General staicment —Three special schools hme been cstablished for
the sons and daughtem of small-hold farmers, and, in some of their
-_courses for the“fgthers and’ mothers also. The‘smnll holders face
* problems which call Tor special treatment. There are 75,000 such
farmers, each of whom must make a living out of from 2 or'3 to 7
acres of land. As the regular agricultural schools were organized i
to answer the needs.more particularly of tho gaardmand, the hus-
“\. *ﬂnd sought relief in these schools, which have been opened at’ ‘
' ted in Zealand, Odense in Fyen, and Borris in Jutland.
Here follows'a brief description of two of those schools-—Kmrehavc,
Kear Ringstéd, and Fya Stifts School, near Odense: ;
“. \Ksmrehdve' Husmandsskole (small-hold school).—N. J. Nielsen- = |
dskov who s credited with originating tho movement for tho ’

purpbse of the schools ‘to be ‘“to prepare leaders who shall make the
] 1;! hfe of the Danish liusmand so honored and recognized that the young
£ons and, daughtem of these homes will gladly choose tlns calhng in >
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4. DALUM LOCAL AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL NEAR ODENSE. TYEN. EXPERIMENTAL
a

FIELD IN FOREGROUND.

-—

B. FIRCROFT FOLK HIGH SCHOOL, BOURNVILLE, ENGLAND,
This'1s the flest adaptation of the Danish schools on British soli. * .
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preference to city life.” The schools have, indeed, already done
much to make the small holders” lot more tolerable and their work
more profitable. They prepare the students for intensive scientifi¢
farniing in the same way that the agricultural schools are doing, but
they go even further in stressing the awxiliaries or side lines of agri-
culture, as chicken raising, rabbit breeding, and bee culture. Many
of the small holders would be unable to make entls meet were it not for
chickens, rabbits, and bees. The small-hold schools also lay an
unusual stress on the short courses of 11 or more days—time enough
to give people who are in the ruts inspiration for a new start.
hmrehme was founded in 1903, and during the 10 years of its
existence has instructed 5,500 studontq ranging in age from 18 to 75
years. The school is the property of Principal Nielsen-Klodskov. -
A gift of 50,000 crowns from d’local philanthropist and & State loan
of 60,000 crowns made its foundation possible. Later other friends
“of the school have given liberally to place the school on a solid founda-
tion. At this time the school property, including the large 125-acre
experimental farm, is valued at half a million crowns nearly. The .
student capacity is 200. . .
The school equipment of the small-hold schogls is at least equa.l
to what may be seen at the best of the agricultural schools.” Kere-
have has a land area divided about as follows: Ten acres used for
buildings, campus, parking, flowers, and shrubbery; 3 acres of beech
and oak forest fashioned as an outdoor auditorium for summer
meetings; 7 acres divided into parcels and used variously for the
breeding of chickens, rabbits, hogs, etc.; 3 acres planted to orchard
for experimental purposes; 2 acres given over to experiments in
vegetables and for a school-kitchent garden; 4 acres used exclusively
for horticultural. experiments; and, finally, 96 acres divided into
interpsting small-hold farms of 6, 12, 18, 20, and 40 acres, respec-
tively—the latter as practlcal obJect lcssons'}n manugmg farms of
different size.
1n variety of courses the smull-hold schools tnke first place. Kmre-
have offers the following long dnd. short courses: )
During tho winter sesdion—
Six months' agricultural course for young farmers.
Six months' training course for country artisans.
» Six months’ hort.ncultural course for young gardeners )

Six months’ course in household economics for young women. -

During the summar sdssion—
Five months’ course in household economics for young women. -
Six months’ continuat}in’course for agriculturista.
8ix'monthe’course in horticulture for men.

Thmgghout the year.—Eighteen short courses of 11 working days each, for older

mon and women, residents of Zealand. New courses apen on the first and thud
Tucedays of each month except October.

49720°—14—-5
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-morths each. The first course covers the same ground as is covered

dn the elementary course in the average agricultural schocdl. It

includes work in sanitation, gymnastics, Danish, accounting, history, '

of agriculture, plant culture, domestic. animals, farm bookkeeping,
surveying, practical experimentation, and manual training. :

By special enactment of the Rigsdag, a liberal sum of money has .

been set aside for aid to worthy students of the small-hold schools.
This is moro liberal than in the other schools. For example, & worthy
young man of small means may obtain as high us 30 crowns a month
to help him through the six months’ course mentioned above. This
is nearly enough to pay his way through the winter half year.

But the prac&ical and theoretical continuation course is actually

planned to give the student worker an income. Accordlng to a law -

_passed in 1908, students who have completed a courso in this’or other
“recognized agricultural or folk high school may ask admittance to the
summer continuation course aml receive aid and pay through the
ministry of agriculture. ’

The daily plan is about as follows:

Time devoted to fleld work. | Time devoted to instruction. | 7 Timo for meals,

* 53to6.25a.m {todp.m. 6.30 to 7 a. m., coffee.
710258 m 5tofp.m. 10.30 o 11 8. m. breakfast.
1110230 p.4n 8to 7 p. . 220 tn 3 p. m., dinner.

R 730 to 8 p. m., supper.

The instruction embraces agriculture, plant culture, domestic
animals, horticulture, and the auxiliarics of agriculture. Theory,
and practlce go harid in hand. The students are divided into groups,
each in charge of teachers and field managers. The practical work
is done in the several experiment ficlds undm’ the dircction of the

_ latter. Durmg October the daily instruction is suspended, and all

%he time is devoted to work.

The students receive 10 crowns a month durmg the first 5 months
and 50 crowns during October; in’ addition to free tuition, board and
lodging. 'The work has proved remarkably satisfactory. A young

~man who applies his theories to the soil in the sweat of his brow is

likely to get his agriculture about right. At least so it has prgved at

~ Kwrehave, which sends out annually a throng of practical and indus- ’

trious young farmers who are well equipped for their life work.
+ Courses in household economics: The two courses for young women

. are thorough and fit ‘their students well to take charge of small farm

homes, whete the greatest economy must be oxerclsed to make ends
‘meet. . . . . q . .
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The half-year courses are almost identical, so an outline of one may
answer for both of them: : :

Hygiene and sammtmn ——Anatomy of the human bedy; laws of bealth; home
aanitation.

Gymnastics.—New Danish gymunastica.

Danish.—Reading, composition, and themes

Accounting.—('ommon and applied arithmetic. 0

History.—History of civilization, history of hlor‘\(uro church hmmu, hmnry of

the north, geography,.and sociology.
Song.—olk and patriotic songy.
Physics,—DPhyrics of evervday life.
Chemistry.—Chemistry of the household.
Housekeeping. —I’ropamtion of foods: Baking, hul(hormg practical kitchen work,
drying and-preserving fruit; pickling. ete. -

.~ .,’
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Handwork.—Knitting, darning, patchmg plum newing, drcuqmakmg and embroid- . -

ering.

llouse management.—Relation to domem(- treatment of clothing; tho laundry.

Sick and child nursing.—Lectures and practical work.

Sloyd.—DBasketry, patching shoes, work in -pasteboard; bookbinding; making
clothes brushes, etc. , - ’

Bookkeeping.—Practical housebold accounting.

Plant culture.—Structure, life, treatiuent, and improvement; kiwhen plants, amall
and large. fruit; windbreaks, seed culture, weeds. =~ .

Domestic animals.— Anatomy, life, management; special atudy of chickens, ducks,
geese, mbbiw, and bees. )

Practical work.—Practical application in all the above, #0 far as possible.

This course is seen to include consi(lci‘nble work of an agricultural
nature. The housewife at the avérage:small hold works her own

garden and may in a pinch help in the fiefd. A considerable number .
of women still work regularly in Danish fields; but these are chiefly -

Polish and Russian girls, who are glad to-do a man’s work, thereby
escaping the worse condition of their old home. Noedy young women
may. procurg aid on the same terms as the young men. In this way
they may draw from the State, upon applieation through their home
communc, as high as 30 crowns morithly for not to exceed five months,

Eleven-day courses for mature men and women.—By far the most
interesting are the short courses of 11 days each. A special appro-
priation has been ntade to aid men and women of small means t@ake
advantage of them. Any perso, who, by reason of his occupation, _
can profit by such a course is eligible to aid. The total cost of the

- course is 30 crowns, and the amount of aid is usually enough to

cover both this and such other expenses as rmlrnnd fare, etc., to and
from the school.

The practical lessons learned in t;ho short courses are unquestlonnbly
many and important; but the mspmmon gained from contact with -
other people with problems to golve, is oven greater. Many is the

small holder _who has returned hoe from the short courses with a new -
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outlook on life, and with courage in the heart for renewed effort.
““When my wife returned home from her 11 days at Kerchave,” says
one man, “she looked 11 years younger than when she left home.”
And so it is down the line with others. 5 :
Fyn Stifts School, near Ogense.—This school, also known under the
name of Odense Husmandsskole, was organized by the United Asso-
ciations of Small Iolders in the Island of Fyen in 1908, The institu-
tion is leased to the present principal for 10 years, as the universal
experience in Denmark has been that the success or failure of all these
schools is closely bound yp with the individuality of the onc man at 1
the head. ’ '
The purpose of the sthool may be stated from the school catalogue
*in these words: '

It i< to give the students a pood spiritual awakening and peneral guidance, and to
‘offer them such knowledge of the professional subjects as shall enable them to take
their place in the body politic and community as independent citizens, as farmers, in
such ways that they may.live economically independent Iives, and make the mostof .
their lot g3 small holders. The purpose is, moreaver, to give such knowledze and
understanding of theauxiliary lines of agriculture that thesmall holder may be enabled
to Lt?.is entire family together, each member to work at some specitic avocation at -

n : ’

ho

The instruction is similar to that of Kmorehave. It embracos lungc
and short courses for young farmers, with special application to small
holds; two courses for young women to- aid them in their diflicult -
rolo as helpmeets on these small farms; two courses for artisans—
carpenters, masons, etc.—and two courses for control assistants.

Here, too, of greatest interest, are a number of short eourses for
mon and womon, young and old, living in the country. At this point
“the scliool is very close to the people. The investigator found at .
Odense middle-aged and old men and women mingling in classes with -

. young men and women inl their best years—the agos ranging from
25 to 75—but all with life problems to solve. Some come to got new

insighit into potato culture, others make a two wocks’ study of soil
from their own land, or others again take up bee culture, rabbit
brbeding, or chicken raising. * And they all gain enough stored-up 1
inspiration to tide them over the hard places of the future. >,
. It is hard to say whether this school or Xmrehave attracted us the . I
|
l

——

o S ——

most. Both of them are well built and well rquipped. Their grounds
and experiment plats were especially full of interest. The school lics
.in an area of 65 acres. The main building is set in a beautiful lawn
of several acres. In the left foreground is a camplete model small
+ holding of 7 acres. In the right foreground are the outbuildings
of the larger farm (25 acres), which furnishes tho schodl with vege-'
tables, milk, and meats. - There is also a horticultural experiment’
station of 17 “scres, for the cultivation of all and large fruit,
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iricluding a large kitchen garden and individual garden’ plats for
students.  Another part of the farm has a’ modgri hennery, a rab-
bitry, and an apiary. There is oven an area o;mulberry trees for
silkworm culture. . _

The model smell holding of 7 acres deserves a few words in passing.
Upon it a model home has been erectéd, adapted to'the size of the
farm. Tt contains a suite of four rooms for the family, o barn for the
cows, and stallyoom for a horse, besides room for grain, fodder, and
machinery.  And all of this is under one roof—but it is all built so
substantially and-is kept so cloan that it never becomos insanitary
or a nuisance. Over the stall of each cow is kept a record of the
weekly produetion in milk and butter fat; and if o cow should fall
below a cortain minimum- it would go immediately to the butcher.,
Beeauso the small holder's land is very limited, dwarf apple trees and
long-stemmed cherry trees are grown, the latter often along the
driveways, where they can combine the useful with the attractivo.
Dwarfl apple”trees are plantod 9 to 10 feet apart.  Somu of thom yield
amazingly. A perfect system of rotation is followed in the small
hold. Every foot of ground is utilized, and rocords are kept of every-
thing produced and sold, and of everything purchased. “Tho young
farmers who make a special study of this model small hold are able
to attack theirown farm problems with eyes wide open.

Rural schools of houschold -¢conomics.—Separate schools to prepure

" SPECIAL AGRICULTURAL SCIIOOLS, ETC.

- country girls for their later life responsibilities are comparatively now
“in Denmark, although house-mother schools have been . popular in

the towns for many yoars. Not moro than o dozen rdral schools of -

tlds sort are sufliciently estublished to be recognized by the State,

though 17 or more are in operation,

All of the folk high schools offer summer courses for young women,
especially of tho inspirational order, and several thousand students
attend annually.  Class work in sewing and needlework, loctures on
sanitation, and other important themes are included in these summer
courses, but theso have never been considered suflicient preparation
for the responsibilities of housekeeping. It is an old custom in Den=
mark to send the young woman, as soon as bethrothed, to some large

" country homo~the manse or the homo of & country squire—to take

8 ycar's work in practical housekeeping. Tlis has unquestionably
been afine training for Danish housewives, but even the best homes
aro not expected to know many of the latest things which science'is
thrusting upon the schools, which schools alone can supply. With

.tho. demand for agricultural schools where to train sciontific young .

farmers came a natural insistenco that the holpmeots.of these young -

.men ‘should bo afforded equal oppprSunitios ; honce the rural schiools
of household economics. ' ’ . :
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It usually has land enough—3 to 5 acres—to
‘furnish vggetables, milk, and butter for school consumptnon‘ Afirst-
class vegetable and fruit garden is used as a laboratory where tlic
young womep do much individual work. The flower _garden, 100,
receives its sl;xre of attention, .

The young‘women are expected to reside at the school during their
“cortinuance there. The courses are usually six months in length.
- This eriables the schools—whic¢h often run the entire year—-to {gain
._two- geparate groups of students cach year. The buildings are
qupped with model kitchen, dining room, ljving room, and cham- .
ber, all of them intended as models for praptwul farm homes.

Soms.idea of the scope and thoroughness of the sclmjols may bd
obtained from the following brief description of one such school—
Haruldsborg, near Roskilde. .

Haraldsborg School of Household Feonomnice.—This school lies'on a .
beautiful ridge of hills, overlooking Roskilde Fjord, nbout 20 minutes’
_walk from the rsilway station. The housemother, Tru Anna °.
ansnger-Nlelsen, limits the number of resident studénts to 35, who
aro treated as members-of the fimily. These are grouped for con-
venience into five families of seven euch. At the time of our visit

* three families had«charge of .the mole! | kitchen, one funuly was occu-

. pied in the hvmg-rooms and bed chambers, uml the remaining family
was hard at work in the dressmaking room. :

The school was 2 marvel of neatness.  What seemed most valunblo ‘
in this- systemn of preparafion wes ot so much what the young women
. learned to db, as the right habits of life inculeated with the work of
the day. '

Haraldsborg is largo enough to produw the vegetables, milk, meats,
etc., consumed at tho school. Four atres aro devoted to la\\ n and

- ﬂowers, and ‘ten acres to the farm, which keops a span of lwrcos, N
couple of cows, and some pigs. : '

The course of study includes the followmg subjec ts:

Natural science.—Chemistry ancl phymcs, with special reference to the houschold.

Bousekeeping.—Preparution of fouds; food values, theory of household economies;
household accounting; baking; butchering; curing meats; pickling; leanimg house:
dining-room work ;, washing; irmning.

Handwork.—Plain aewmg, dressmaking ; p\nchmg, darning; fine noodlewmk and
embroidery. »

Sanitation.—Study of human anatony; laws of health; home snmmh,on

Garden culture.—Care of kitchen, fruit, and flower gardens; preparing vegetables
snd fruit for keeping and winter use, ]

_ Other subjects.—8ong, gymnastics. literature, ruril] socidpgy, and roviews in any
o! the elementary subjects wherein the sfudents mny prove dgﬁcuent
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VIII.-THE FOLK HIGH SCHOOL TRANSPLANTED TO
OTHER NORTH EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.

The adaptabzlztu of the folh Ingh schools.—The question naturally
arises, could such institutions as the Danish folk high schools be-
.adapted to the needs of other countries? They were born of pecu-
liar national needs.  Can they live and do their work on other thhn -
Danish soil? The answer is that the sehools have been (quite nduptn-
ble to changed conditions and needs. They have done as well, in
fact, outside of Denmark as at home. 1t is true that th fransplantu-
tion has so far been limited to®north Furopean rmtio’hr‘k'indmd
origin with the Danish, but there seems little doubt that Grundtvig's
system, especially in its more recent practical application, coyld find
a ready field of usefulness even as far fmm the Tand of its origin as
the United States. Indeed, Danish emigrants have alrcady mndo a
b('gmmng at transplating them to American soil,

The folk high scheoels were carried to the mountain regions of
Norway in 1864, where they have flourished despite much advorsd
legislation.  In 1868 they were transplanted to Swedish seil, x¢here
44 strong schools, of a somewhat modified type, are now moldmg a
remarkable influence in farm communities, Findand has found the
folk high schools a national bulwark against Russian domination, 43
such schools are now keeping alive the sturdy Finnish folk life.  Even
Iceland and the Farces have each one high school. The next step
was the sucgessful transplantation to England. The first school of
the kind for English-speaking people began its activities aj Bourn-
ville, near Birmingham, in 1909, under- the namo of Fircgoft School.
Its appeal has been especially to the artisan class, with which it is
doing o good work. A second. school has just been opened in York-
shire, which will b(‘ watched with mue h interest by friends of the
movement, # -

The folk school in Sweden.— " The se h()ol eamo to-Swedert as a protest
ageinst a deadening mateyinlism and indifferenco for fatherlund and
nationality that had long prevailed.

According to Swedish thinKers of 50 years ago:

Tho peasaiitry’ were, devoted solely to thei swine, their calves, and brandy stillg;
and the chief qualification: for election to the Rigsdag was a promise to see to the -
reduction of taxes, The great social questions of the futuro were left to sluft for
themselves,! a

Then appeared- Dr. August Sohlman (1824- ]874) editor of the
Swedish ““Aftonbladet,” as en-advocate of ““a new kind of schools
free to all the people—a school which miglit also become a means to
refotin the existing narrow humanistic schools and lead to a national
folk culture " He was seconded in his eﬁ'ort by many leadmg mon

i Schrbder. Folkahomolenlskue p 38, °
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“

" of the day” Ultimately the “N ordiske Vauonalforemng” offered its |
sup(port to the new cause, with the result that the first Swedish folk
_high achool was founded at Herrestad in East Gothland, November 1, - i
-'1868. The very same day another school was opened at Onnestn(l :
in Sknane, and one day later Hvilan Folk High Schovl, neac Akarp,
in southwest Sweden, threw open its doors. ‘ ‘

This beginning marked a renaissance in Swedish agricultural hfq : '
The school has caused tlie same ** aking through of sleepmg souls””
here as in Denmark. Thsjwconhdence in one’s neighbors is 1
Just as marked ulso.. Coopertfive enterprises are clustering wherever

“ the folk high schools thrive. In Sweden, the schools early empha-
. sized more of the purely practical, laying more stress on textbook

“study. Andin a few instances examinations were introduced, though
" generally to be discontinued later. The chief Swedish modification .
of the Danish systgm lits in'the addition of fully equipped ‘agricul--
tural departments to most of-the schools. In ‘this respect, at least, ‘
the Swedish policy is at variance with the tenets of a majority .of
" Danish high school men. Since 1882 —when the Swedish Govern-* -
ment began offeririg liberal support for the establishment of agricul-
tural schools—the folk high schoolg have gone through a partial reor-
ganization. * Two schools are now usually found on the same camptis,
under one administrative head, alt,hougb the schools continue to have
séparate principals and are housed in their own buildings. Their
relation is much the same as is that of the several schools in an
Amgncnn university—each with its own deen subject to,a common
admlmst.ratlve head. The schools at Lyngby and a few other places
in Denmark have a similar organization.

'Sweden has 44 Ggvernment.recognized folk hlgh schools, with 1,100
‘then and 1 ,080 women students g The State approprm.hon in 1912-13 - |
for aid to the schools—pm'ately owned as in Denmark—was 839,200 !
. crowns, and stipends for ncedy stu 80,000 crowns. 0

Hvilan FolkhSgskolan och LaniémBnnaskolan.—It is-unnecessary to
describé in detajl thé Swedish-schools. “In adniinistration, methods
of instriction, ‘and subject matter they fol]ow Glosely tfhmr Danish
© prototypes. Ome marked différence has' been noted -above——tho
-Swedes prefér to bring under one’ adminidtration all the schools

mhlch in Denmark arg usually kept as distinct-institutions. In all

% ~probab1hty, =3 adaptation that. mighf:be made of these schools in - .
, the United States would likely resomble the Swedish $lan more than

5 :the Danish, since_our conditions will*hagdly permit of ‘schools de- *
: dmg solely on the lnsplratloial elements’ to attract a etpdent,. X

Hvdm. Folk High School and ‘AgriculturaY Schiodl may. be t.aken
:-u typma.l of th‘e Swedish schoals. - The four distinot Danish schools— .
'iolk hgh hool, agncult,unl school;*smnll—h school, md sch,ool of ek

1

-

ﬂe} f' » P '\\3

LA
Bt

ui‘
o




. publio in Ootober, 1864. . Bighty young people Were in sttendatoce

POLKE HIGH SCHOOLS~IN NORWAY, SWEDEN, ETC. 8

-household cconomics—are all represented at Hvilan by very good
courses. This is not to say.that the opportunities offered here are
just’as good in every respect as in the separate Danish schools, bubd

very safisfactory work is done. =
The courses and number of students in eack course for the year
1911-12 were as follows: A .
The folk high school— = .o Students.
" General course for men (November 1 toApril 13)............ L. 63
Advanced course for men (November 1to April13)................ ..., 28
¢ General course for women (Mayd toJuly 28)......................... 34
Advanced course for Women (May TioAugust 14):. ... ... ... 19
The ugricultural schoqlt-.. -
General course for men (November 1 tq April 13)................. ..... 48
Twe courses for control assistants (September to October and May to i
June)......... oo R 006008400 S o pottiznanmakEl Bo R 00 . 129
Special course for small holders (March 4-16)............. 60 0000 65 TG 29
- Course for housemothers and their daughters (July 1-C)............... .. .. 36

Origin of the Norwegian folk high schotds.—In Our Redeemer’s
Churchyard, at Christiania, stands a simple gravestone bearing an
inscription that may be translated thus: .

) So awaken the folk one morning tide
With life in heart and light in mouth,
And sweetly 1t singa
With loosened tongues
» What life’s about. .

Beneath the stone sleeps Ole Vig, the Norwegian teacher and
writer who first brought Grundtvig's spirit to Norway, With him
came u great awakeniflg to his people. Now, V. A. Wexel roused
the church to a greater spirityality; Ivar Aasen strove to purify tha -
mother tongue; P. A. Munch and others wrote in fiery words the
history of Norway; ‘Agbjérnsen and Moe published their marvelous .
collections of folk tales; Lindemann set the mountaink echoing with
his folk melodies; and Ole Bull played for all the world. This was
in the decade 1850-1860. Like Grundtvig, Ole Vig was only the
prophet; others were to carry to execution his plan for a system of
Norwegian folk high schools. il - = e

Two young university students, Ilerman Anker:and Olaus %rvesen,

* wero won for tho high-schdol cause by Vig's zeal. Thoy both went .
to Denmark and lived the folk school life for a season. When, they

" roturned home they tbok steps to epen_a school jointly, Anker, who
was 4 man of wealth, to firnish the means, and Arvesen to devote all

* his time to the work. - . : ¥
~ In this way Sagatun. Folk High 8chosl, besutifully situated $u the
" shoré 6f*Lake Mjdsen, -was organized, and opened its doors to the -
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LK - il- 3y o E FIORRCF LT R o S P




T m— -—ﬂ
T 74 ; THE DANISH FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS. . )
the first year, and the folk school idea took root, never to lose it~

hold.

In 1867, the great schoolman Christoffer Bruun founded the re-

"nowned Vanheim- Folk: ITigh School. This was followed by Seljord

and nearly a score of others. But thuse schools have all had their
difficulties to meet. Some’ own their own buildings; others have been
obliged 40 get along with rented quarters; while a fow ars really per-
ambulating, going from mountain district to mountain district, open-

ing their doors for & few weeks or months at a timoe at some large {

) farmstead. Yet, in the midst of al} the@o\ difficplties, the spirit of ) {

. the schools has not lagged ; the song has continued to stir the hearts °
of the mbuntain folk, and the lectures™to fMle their souls to noble
action,

. Two serious difficulties havo hampcred~t.he wotk of the folk qchoolq
in Norway: (1) Each ‘‘amt” or local administration unit- had its
own continuation school abovo the free elementary school, intendod

. to give the country populatlon a liberal education. Unfortunately,

as it appears from an investigation—

the amt schools have proved the causc of drawing many farm boys away from the
poiland into other callingd instead of preparing them to live the country life as . -
enlightened 'and interested muzens’ wnh a keen sense for the life and customs of
tbeu forefathers. ' ]

L.

The amt schools were mchned bo bo aristocratic and narrowly
scholastic, becommg rea.lly nothmg more than preparatory schools '
for the hlgher learned institutions. - Naturally these schools were not
inclined to share the field with.the privately owned folk high schools,

(2) The folk high gchools at first had to depend solely on private
open-handedness for ma.mtenance as the State was dismchnod to
lend aid. .

\ More recently these dlﬁ'lcultles have been surmounted. The folk

spirit has permeated she whole people, reaching even the official ,
lasses. State aid has been egtended to all worthy.folk high schools. -~ .|
_The amt schools, too, have become somewhat, modified jn their* or--

gaxﬁza&m, mak,\ng it possitle for the qchools to work in greater
harmony than in-the past. g :

.- Norway is: a ;great mowutain ridge cut by deep ocean f]ords into
 innumerable mountaln districts, each with its’ own manners and
“'f' customs, and even dialect. ‘The folk bigh schools have invaded these
‘fastnesses and rallied the mountain folk around them. The great
nanona.hmng movemmf. in Norway of redent_years, which hes cul-

b minated. jn. the udoptlon of & purified national tongue, a nationdl

- music, [ revival of national dress, folk danceseand the like, can be -

traced in: lugo measure to the influence. of the folk high echools, - L

,mfo}k Ig.pg\egkm ‘Finland.~-Here Eliss Lénnrat, .well known . 2

oomplhﬁan of l,fmms.h folk songa, the Kalévals; Johan Lude-
gt S
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4 'éig Runeberg, the poet; and Uno Cygnaus, the father of the sloyd

system—all had something to do with preparing the people for the
coming of the folk high schools. :
" The first school was organized by a woman, Sofia Hagman, at
.+ Kongasala near Tammerfors, in 1889. She rallied around her the
young women of the community, giving them from 18 to 20 hours
of instruction ‘weekly. Sewing for women was the most important
part of her. course. There were also classes in - religious study,
accounting, drawing, song, and gymmnastics, and lectures on the
history of the world, church history, geography, etc:

This school was soon followed by Borgd Folk High School, which
was largely inspired by the poot Runeberz. The first folk school in
Finland to use the Swedish tongue wag opened at Kronoby in East
Bothnia, in 1891. This resembles in almost every respect the Danish’
and Swedish schools. )

In 1905 Finland could boast 23 folk high scliools, of which 7 used
the Swedish language. Now they have grown in number to 42, of
which 15 are Swedish-speaking. Prior to 1905 the Finnish Govern-
ment was very conservative in jts suppott of the schools. Then by
degrees the ernment's policy'changed. At this time it encoufages
the schools thirough liberal State aid. 'This now amounts to more
than 300,000 marks annually. ' .

.’ The folk high schools on English soil.—One day back in 1905 a party
of English gducators and other gentlemen on a tour of inspection in
‘Denmark were spending the weekend as the guests of Principal Poul
Hansen, at Vallekilde Folk High School., 'While here they kistened,

among other things, to an instructive address on the purpose of the

- @folk high school by Prof. Valdemar Bennike. One of the English,
party wag J. S.-Thornton, who has written much on the Danish
school systom for the press and educational perioditals. He deséribes
the scene of the address in the following language: _ =~

As ho (Bennike) spol{e he stood in front of the Anagar p'icturc (it was Ansgar Wh(;
first brought Christianity into Denmark), thus emphasizing all he had te say by
showing that the teaching of himseli and his colleagues, whilat looking eagerly forward

*  to the future, wus novertheless rooted in the past and based on & Christian founda~
tion, * # ¢ = R ; . I

“The main object of this school, said Bennike. “is not to impart to our studenta s |
mase of useful information—that is only a soctndary aig, The principal aim-is to
impart to thema apiritual view of life, 8o that they may see thore issome scnse irfithdle
existence.’” The last words were scagcely out of the.spesker's mouth when I heard

+ " an involuntary chuckle from the neighbor at my right, telling me that the phrase had
gone home. The sced had fallen into good ground; for, sope three yeams.after, the
gentleman in question—Mr. Tom Bryan—had become the head of the first People's
High 8chool in Ebgland that could fairly be said to resemble the Danish original,! "+

; The school here referred™lo is Firoroft, previously mentionody™ If:

would be wnfajr to say that it is, root and-branch, a_transplantation -
: 1, Thioeaton. Fm;of{,\ﬁiﬂmrwib‘aﬂ;&uw i Englsnd; p. 1.7 |
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‘from the Danish mother tree. To say that it is a Danish graft on an
English stock comes much nearer being the truth, for it is really a
continuation of the so-called Quaker Adulit School which used to meot
at Bournville of a Sunday morning for a serious study of the history
and literature of the Bible. ‘With such preparation it was not difficult
for the folk high school to strike root. . :

A little booklet, issued by the school, has this to say abouy the
« genesis of the school: :

The founding of Fircroft Colleze in January, 1909, was the outcome of serious thourht
on the part of a few ‘pegple keenly interested in the education of working men,

A study of existing educational facilities impressed them with the disabilities under
which the workers labored, and the strong necessity of attempting to lessen these
disabilities if, in case of the workers, education was to yield i{s best results.

1t was fclt among other things that the invaluable work of the adult schools, the
Workers’ Educational Association and kindred institutions needed supplementing in
a particular way; that larger opportunitics of systematic s{udy should be brought
within the reach of those pursuigg it; and that, beyond all, there should be added to
systemstic study w common life and fellowship through which might be nurtured g

- - clearer discernment ef the things of abiding value.
The desirable thing, indeed, was a modest workingmen’s college, which should be
. adaptable t» varying standards of educational attainment on the part of its members,
. but the chief end of which should be to mold and fashion men, and teach them the
. greateat theme of all—the art of right living. i

Education, it was felt, was not an exhausiive pursuit of facts, nor a desultory

scquaintance with them, but & broadening of the whole life, and the success 8f Fircroft
. would be measured by the extent.of its achievement in this direction. :

Fircroft has, for the ‘past four years, worked along these lines with
the greatest success. Laborers, clerks, teachers, gardencrs, farmers,
+  colliprs, mechanics, and shop assistants from various parts of the
United Kingdom have gpent some time at Fircroft and are witnesses
to the broader outlook made possible by their stay.

The school is situated near the village green at Bournville, and is
.. set in 3*acres of beautiful old garden. The accommodations are
l: * limited to a family of 20 only. The.school is equipped with library,

-+ : locture hall, common room, gymniasium, dressing rooms with shower
7", .baths, and a workshop. 'The garden offers opportunity for practical
- - gardening in charge of an expert.gardener; for open-air study>of ‘-
. which there is much at-Fircroft; and for recreation. = :
. Methods df instruction and subject matter follow closely the
‘Danish schools. The subjects include Bible study, political and

social history, ebonomics and industrial history, English literature,

liatural science, local government, and social questions of the day.
intereating feature is the Monday evening lecture course on social

“questions of the'day, given by eminent speciatiste.”* Another rocent
5 innov%‘l i
* §ind it'impe gibl
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The daily program follows:

Autumy term, Sept. 24-Dec. 17, 1918.

. »
| ]
Time. I 9.45 to 10.45. 11 t011.20. 121012.50 p. m. | 8t09p. m.
¥ o - e me B A . =
Monday........ ! Lecture....... ..| Logieand gram- | Gardening. ... .. (2to 4 p. m) ' Special lecture
P mar. Naoture' asannounted,
stady, rAm- |
g ble.
Tuwdayx... ..... Engl is‘h lan- | The growth” of | Essay and critk | (3.30 to i'..'l]
guage. humansociety.| clsm class. p.m.) Gym-
. nasinm. i
Wednesday...v.| Liementary | Natusesiady.. | Shakespeate |.............. English bistory,
economics, reading. /f
Thursday....... Eiementary | Bible study..‘... Essay and criti- | Gymuasium..| Commorec #al
biology. cism class. . geography.
Friday......... ! History of Eng- | The history of Gardening...... Gurdening. ...| Cozy hour.
| lishlitorsture. | * landscape. - 1 S
Baturday....... 1 1}| g ustrial| Readingclass. . .| Arithmetie..... [........... ... .. Bible study.
I history. -
»

It is intcre:;t‘mg. to have the opinion of the Engliyh pfess and the
verdict of the resident students at Fircroft on the value of such an
institution. We may first quote from the report of a special repre-
sentative of a prominent London paper! who made a careful study

of the school. He says in part: 3

I found tho authentic stamp of the Héjskole on Fircroft. Here aro workers—
there a clerk, a mechanic, or g shop assistant; there a gardener, a laborer, or a miner—
withdrawn,. for a time only, from the daily round, to learn what they may make, if
they will, not only of their minds and souls, but of their bodies; for Pphysioal exer-
cises, the only compulsory thing at the rural high schools in Denmark, are given a®
.+ prominent place at Fircroft. 'The three dozen men—in their early twenties, chiefly—

cultivate tho humanities in an old house sequestered in 3 acres of garden, and their
way of life js simple and frugal. As to study, there is the freedom of choice that
characterizea the.Hdjskole system. There je also the same intention net to make
- of'education a thing pumped into poople. From the activities and opportunities of
Fircroft there results, it is found, not an exhausting pursuit of facts, nor a desultory
" > acquaintanco with thenf, but a broadening of the whole life. "It is cortain thatjnany
who have been introduced for the first time:at Fircroft to a wider world of thotght and
knowledge aro now, when back at their occu‘pgtions, keencr-eyed and playing a more
'y serviceable part in the world. The students, says theswarden, are “‘drawn into & hew
atmosphere of study and reflection, sffecting the whole of thoir subsequent life.”

The report of tho inspectors of the board of education pays a tribute_to the high
quality of instruction gived,* But theindividual attention which the students receive
is oven more important than the clus instruction. The wirden, "speakirig oh the
subject of cultivating a taste for literdture, says illuminatingly: YA book must be
found for.each man which will, mako the most direct appeal to his imagination. In
the caso of & man who has had a religious training, the thiug that appeals to him mogt
readily is poetry, like Lowell’s Vision of 8ir Launfal: The influence of this upon.the
mind of & young farmer was magnetic. In the caso of & farm fyborer, book after book .
‘was suggested, apparently without any 8ffct; the awrakening came in reading Adat

", . Bede. Inghecam of n mechonic, Kingsloy struck the #éte Which found a respouse.”

=~

:  vPaily Momniig Leder, Ot 30, 0iL.
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. At the annpal reunion of old Fircrofters held May 25, 1912, six

., 4T the one-time students, Alf' Stephens, Cecil Leeson, Bob Pounder,

- "Syd -Davis, Tom Handforth, and Frank Ferguson, gave five-minute

speeches on ““The value of Fircroft, my personal experience,” which

bring out some very illuminating phases of this and similar schools,

. 'These’ statemients are contained in the July issue of The Old Fir-
* crofter, the students’ periodical: :

Frank Ferguson eaid there were many waye in which Fircroft had benefited him,
He tame, having read 4 little and thought a little; but Fircroft filled in tke gaps. le
’previousl_y had s fair grounding in industrisl history, but at Fircroft he got many
details he conldn’t have got elsewhere. Then, again, at Fircroft he ‘had his mind
ministered to on more than one side; he had heard something of literature, and Bible
matters, and science; and as & result he was now better equipped for serving the
community. But that wasn’t all. Fircroft also gave him food for hiw soul. It'did
something to temper.his disposition; it gave him new points of view; and, mixing
with other fellows, he was educated in human nature as well as in books™" It was
one of the great plessures.of hislife to look back on the two terms he sfent at Firroft.
Bob Pounder said that o Fircroft he got hold of the idea that the wealth of the nation
did not depénd on pounds,” shillings, pence, but on healthy, well-cducated ‘indi-
viduals. He found that religion did not consist of facts and creeds, Bit of feeling

unless one spent a term at Fircroft. One got bound .up with lot 6f fellows.

for so few people to have so much, while so many had eo little.. He even joined o
socialist party, but-he hadn’t the faintest idea what socialism was, or which way- he
was going. At Fircroft hefound the very. thing he winted. . He learned something
of the past history of the nation and of other ations, and got some ifkling of the way
in which it would have to develop. He thdught he: was now a wee bit mare " of 8
dangerous rebel, for ho- knew where he was going. Fircroft showed him there was o
purpoee in life, and it was eacli moi?saduty to carry ‘the work forward. .

Al Btephens thought Fircroft had tdught him some valuable truths.  Ho had: got
the idea of regponsibility, whether in conneetion with politics, religion, or education;
He had come to desire the genuine in everything, and to do away with shams. Il

» ° to-day. Inbtudy, Fircroft put him on the track-of things. "His étay at Fircroft was

the awakening of his mind. K : : L
" . Answering a saries of questions which had been suggested by Prof._}luirhead, Cecil
Leeson enid: - : ) ' o '

' * (1) That be did not think that'any but aa infinitesimal proportion of Fircrofs,
applicants were led to seek admission simply in order to attain positions conveptionally
regarded as higher than those held by:workingmen. At the same time, considering

‘the responaibilities which résted on Wworkingmen in connection with' trade unions;

S5

etc., it seemed td him that where there wns found in‘a_crolter_nny‘mlept worth culti:
-, yating, one.could not afford to waste it. ST P
. .{2) In answer to the question whether the-Fircroft tmining had been of material
; ‘.dvmxm-on case, ho-said that since his residbnco his wagos, had incréascd
ol about od€-third and his worgies about one hundredfold.- Rreroft Was quiteat liberty
i s5to take credit for the one; provide® N shouldered responiibility for the other, ol
: _f%'};@ Herdid ot wait to sde any definite prepanation fie residencein Fircroft excopt
- Hithat whioh dhould dovelop wn Interestod state mind... _*
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and ‘thought, and action. But therc was something that one eouldn’t understand .

Tom Handforth said that before he came to Fircréft he was a rebel; he was a rebel .
still, but a different kind of rebel. From his early days he had thoaght it was wrong .-

had learned the oneness of things, and that shed a great light on the difficuities of

.
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(4) “Asked:iwhat he \would have done dlﬁerently if he had his time at Fucroit over
again, he eaid, first, that e now realized that, in the ]ecture, tho stident should work
at least.as hard as the lecturerfnd, secondly, that he would try %o be courageous g
enough to dq without a notebook at lectures.

(5) He did not think that attendance at univeraity classes by Fircroft students was
‘sdvisable. Fircroft was too small 1o be divided, and if it was to keep its dmunctme :
atmospltere it could not afford to find room fot-external students. .

(6) Answering the question, ‘“What do you value moat as the result of your residence
at Tircroft?” he emphasized three points. First, he had learned the value of books m ¢
giving information; secondly, the greater value of bookd in giving rise, in thé readcr;

- to theughts vslnch in a very real way were orxgmnl and, thirdly, he hnd attmned self-
-reliance. .

- In xmuwer to the rame series of queations, Syd Davia agreed in ‘most pomta w1t.h (‘ecll :
Leeson. DBut he thought that it wou)d be a great advantage to a’prospective Fircroftée
to have had a preliminary training in the rudxmenm of Englwh grammar and to have
taken a course if the correspondence classes: 2o Os -

S

England has made a beginning. But “whether such a school can-
‘becomo as W}dely popular here as it is in Denmark,” Prof. Thornton
_remarks, “remaing to-be seen.””. He. furthe‘r 8ayS:

If Lancashire, and Yorkshme had 50 such schools. dottéd about their country spots,
and other cotumea had:them.in the same proportion, we ahould still have fewer for
our popfilation thiyn they have in Denmark. But théy would Be enough to uplift not
| a man here nntkthero, as already happens,but tgleaven the whole lump. For Eng-
lishmen are’sf the @me raco aa Danes, Norsemen, and Swedes; and what has happenad
on the eait of the North Sea may jugt as well happen on thg west. There is no Sunday
school, no council school, no town or parish council, no cooperative undertaking, no
religious commumty that would not have receiv odeah upward impulse. The effect
wbuld be seen in all our mdustrml pohtlcnl and religioug life.!
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Sk IX—JDANISH AMERICAN FOLI\ HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE
4o '} , . UNITED - STATES ) =

Early history of the tramplantanon -—Damsh 1m1mgrat10n to the
United States was of littlo consequenco numerigglly before tho close
of the Civil War. The period 1865-1870 may o beginning of a
_ rising tide; 10,000 Danes landed in tho United States during the five
* years. Noa:ly/ 36,000 came. during 187p -1880, and this numibef

N e .

increased o 76, 000' the next decade. Mter,thls, agricultural condi-

4  tions became very “much lmproved in the Danish Islands, and the
. omlgrants came in_ decreasing numbers, unml now. the annual 1nﬁux~
2 Js considerably less than it was in the early seventies: - R
J;.' Many “of. these newcomers, scattering over t’he country. and par-

»{ . ticularly over the Middle YYest, were.old Tolk lngh-sehool ‘atudents

who féund it hard to fOrget “the' teachings of their early school daynr e
- They mstmct.wely sought the open country, and mado’ théir pxongei
o . sett.lement.s from. chlugan and, Towa; Westward to the Paoxﬁc, Eve:y

¢, ". @’r\w;ﬂ N (o Riroroft, Tummsmwhh‘m vebs Y ,3.1“,'& 2

Ly 14;:-::? ey gk»m .,»J-ar 2 (,fw\.v, . ,,\;. _:..‘ -2 -‘,x:“ﬂ,% ,,c,%.
AR

e i ik b ..'.1__"...,'
(,J'-".__\ = MLt R AT LY e

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



TR O T n o
06

g™y PR
Y 3

.80 " THE DANISH FOLE>

settlement had its ch and_its resident psstor, who was also
generally p-high-g ‘man.” The pastors have generally teken the
lead in-orggpirifig the schools within the setfloments. ot
- In_MoVember, 1874, -Rev. Olav Kirkeberg, a Norwegian in the
vice of the Danish-American Church, and resident pastor at Elk

Horn, Towsa, an inland settlement many miles from railroad, opened

- Kirkeberg was a student of the great Norwegisn folk schoolman,
Christoffor Bruun, and his assistant at Elk Horn was Kristian Oster-
gaard, an old Askov student.

Another sehool was founded at Ashland, Mich., in 1882 by the
Ryslinge student, Rev. H. J. Pedersen.- Unfortunately, this school
lay too far eastward to attract Danish-Americans in sufficient num-
bers to. pay oxpenses. Soveral able schoolmen, including Prof.
Christian Bay, a well-known writer on the folk high schools, have
tried to reo qnizc\ tho school, but in vain. Recently another offort
‘has been made to revive it. ' -

. Another school which later suspended activity was opened at West

College), and: Des’ Moings, Iovc"'a,'f~(Gra.nd View College), which still

retain considerablo of the folk high school spirit, method, and subject

« matter, but whose chiof work mow is to prepare pastors for the two

;  -branches of the Danish Lutheran Church in the ©nited States to

.~ which they bolong. ‘These may ¢hereforo be passed by in the present
discussion. . . o

for our consideration: Elk Horn Folk High School, Elk Norn, Iowa;
/, Nysted Folk High School, Nysted, Nebr.; and Danpebod Folk High
.School, Tyler, Minn. - .

e kind in the United S(ates have been founded wither immediately by
* some body within the Danish Lutheran Church or by an association

;. first the property of the congregation. ‘Thé campus comprised three
: ... seres, upon which was erpcted an unpretentious main building costing
“. abput $3,000. This has twice been destroyed by fire and each time
. rebuilt larger snd better. Thero is. also a dormitory for young
- 'women, s gymnasium, and & home for tho principal. * -
i “ The'school, when it was first opered, lay far out on the fow,'avlmlling
.5, prairies; ‘Rng the mettlers were much scattered. But the Danish
"« " “armes of Shally and Audubon Counciefupported it loyaly, giving
ool o thaiF small mbkria g doing such werk with ther pwn binds
* and teais as night by Tequired of ‘thém. - All coat:and “building
 materials; for examplo, hivd to bd ‘hauled over hillyj%m&dn'hvm‘rxﬂw‘ay
T AT SocE i ol e A e
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the first Danish-American folk high school in the United States. -

. This leaves just threo typical Danish-American folk high schools

Denmark, Wis., in 1884, bj Rev..K. L. Norgaard, also an Askov |
student. Schools were furtheg established at Blair, Nebr. (Dana

ETk Horn_Folk High School.—This and all tho other schools of is -

3 " of 'members belonging to-the church. The Elk Horn schdbl wds at"

3 &
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" laboriously by wagon. “Theso experiences,” says A: P. Juhl, the

. County, Nebr. ' The school was operied in an empty agre buildidg

-

stations 12 to 20 miles away. Al this work was cheerfully donated
by the scttlers. - Even the students, who in: Elk Horn’s most palmy
diys used to como from 20-or md¥ States, had to bo transported

present principal of the school, ““ were not of the most pleasant when
the students, in order to ease the load for the horses, were obliged to
get out and trudge through the mud up the hills, to say nothing of the
bitter winds they often wero obliged to face.”” Nothing short of the
folk high school spirit could have suffercd such hardships without
complaint, 2 o

Tho work at Ilk Horn in the early day was in overy respect similar
to the work of the Duanish schools. Many lectures and very little
textbook work was tho plan. The lectures, especialiy from 11 to 12 -
noon and 7 to 8 at night, were well attended by tho farmers of the
vicinity, who would drive miles to be present. .

Rev. Kirkeberg was succeeded by Rev. H. J. Pedersen, who later
founded the Ashland school. In 1882 bo was in turn superseded by |
Rev. Kristian Anker, a distant relativo of the great .schoolman; o
Herman Anker, of ‘‘Sagatun,” Norway. Under Anker’s adminis-
tratiop, from 1882-1897, the school did its best work. Students
camo annually from .nearly half the States in the Union, reaching
closo up to the 200 mark. Anker ownod the school privately, and -
under this management it propsered the bdst. Then came chufch
differences and other disagreements. The school was sold to ono of
t%o discordant church bodies, and after that time has not been so
prosporous. - _ g

Down through the ‘years cousiderable clusswork has been added. in
academic subjects. The lectures have been reduced in numbers in
the same proportion.  The school has done some work in preparing
teachers for the rural schools and even for commercial activities.
Unfortunately, it has not seen its way ‘clear te be of any material
assistance in tying the agriculturists to the soil in the way the modified
Danish schools do in -the mother country. . ‘ ,

Nysted Folk High School.—This interesting littlo school was founded
in the fall of 1887 by Rev. C. J. Skovgaard, who also belonged ta the
large group of Askov students doing pionecr work in the Middle West,
The school is located near the small village of Nysted, in Howard

with a leaky roof. Tho first year was’ marked by many hardships;

but when, on occasion,-itgot too cold in the house, “the students

would go through -their gymnastic exerdises and later forget -their

troubles in song and interesting lectures.”” *The second yeear-a.school

was opentd -with & ‘eapacity for\ 24 studonts;. but the foundet had .

' difficulties in making ends megt financially, as he was obliged to pay *
24'par cent interest 6n o small Joan for the bqildfng. s Ve
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- -‘'Stone House.” This little structure was used for several years as

: “khow ourselves, and thet to ua sheds an everlasting halo around it.”

82 THE DANISH FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS.

- A corporation was established and given the name ‘Nysted
Hojskolesamfund,” which purchased and now supports the school.
This body consists of about 300 stockholders, and is independent of
any church organization. A suitable building, with dormitory capac-
ity for 50 students, was soon after erccted on'an attractive (mnpus
of 10 acres.

Says Principal Aage Méller:
The achool has replaced the undesirable dancing and drinking of former days with

a serious spiritual lile. The whole covntry side, including teachers and students,
form a harmonious brotherhood of kindred interests.

Continues Mr. Méller:

Our school is reared on exactly the same principles as are ihe fulk high schools in
Denmark. But the United States is now our country. This musl be kept well in
mind. Wehre planting the sclmol in American soil, and we feel that success shall # .
the end be ours. . : ’

At presents 80 to’ 9Q students are eéurolled in the course of a year:
young men during the months December—Murch, and ydfing women'
during April-July. An interesting short .course of eight days is
.given in March for old and young people. The Work is highly inspira-
tional. “It includes lectures on church history, Bible study, social
and economic problems, debates, and song.

Danebod Folk Iligh School.—Thete is a large degree of similarity
in the history of the Danish-American folk high schools. They all
began as pioneer institutions in new prairiv settlemeuts, and have
all seen hard times, always hampered in their possibilities by Inck of
funds. They have every one had among their leaders and teachers
meany who wero ready to suffer surprising hardships for the sake of
the cause of education. ‘Perhaps none of theschools has had & more
varied career than Danebod, near Tyler, Min, and yet survived,
and with a fair promise of greater usefulness in the years to come.

Danebod was orgnm?e;l in 1888 by Rev. H. J. Pedersen, who has
been mentioned above in connection with other schools. A heroic
struggle now began, which has been continued for a littlé more than
a'quarter of & century. In thoearly years thesettlers wore dcspomtol_)
poor and could do but little. ~ After the school had been in operation -
‘for & few months tenchers and students began to feel the need of an
- assemply hall and gymnasiym. Tumber wns expensive hut great
boulﬂers—gla.cml drift—wero abundant. Many hundred londs of
" these were now dragged together, and slowly hewn into shape for the

~ church, audntormm and gymnaslum ‘It was-net attractive,” says
am old student, ‘“but it was-hete that many of u# first learned to

1ebod(graduully Yrew’ from jits humble beginnings.. A church
78 bﬁilt" the: alzbohool building ‘was: greaﬂy enlarged -then'a
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gymmasium and, finally, a small hospital were added. By 1912,
during the administration of Rev. Thorvald Kunudsen, the attendance
had reached 100. The new -principal, ev. Halvdan Helweg, has
just celebrated the quarter-centennial of Danebod -amidst pronuses
of & most prosperous futurg.
Ilindrances to satisfactory growth of the Danish-American schools—-
It is undeniable that the Danish-American folk high schools havo
not succeeded as well as Ahgir friends had hoped; yet if they should
,ull suddenly stop work no one who understands what theyhave dope
would have the L(\ment,\ to say that their existence has been in vain, «f
~or that the results from their labor have not beest worth the sucnﬁ(e
of the herpice souls who gave both time and nicans to the cause.  The
schools have done a work of inestimable value among Daunish-
Americ sals, und one can ohly wish that the future may shape itself
in such ¥ way that the work of the schools for the comilr years may
be greatly enlarged.
1t is in place here to point out the maiu reMsons “h) the schools
have-succeeded no better than they have; so that this may not be
tuken as a valid reason why other schools of the folk high-school
. type in the Unjted States should not be ablesto prosper. :
Perhaps no one difficulty - that Danish-American leaders have suf- 4
fered under is greater and more lmupoml)le than the-scattered con- _
dition of the peoplg from whom siudents must be drawn. Therq |
ere scarcely half a million Danes in the U nited States, counting the
first native-born goneration, and these arc scattered from ocean to
ocenn.  Even under these conditions the folk high-school splrlt.'lms
begn strong enough to draw studentsifor many hundred miles, so that
even the humblest school can boast students from half a dozen States.
At Elkhorn 50 students of the winter session 1896-97, as an oxperi-
ment, ay em"od up their traveling expenses—going. to nnd from tho
school, and their expenses whileat the school—and found that it hed
cost. 15 per cent more to reach the school than, to spénd the term
-there. This seems cause cnough to force the closing of u]most any
. ordnnu) kind of school.
" Again, there has bwn o lack of financial bnckmg The men*who -
. led in the work have thcmsck es been poogmen. It will be recalled
that the Danish scheols could scaroely make any huul“u.y beforé the
State came to their. aid with subsidies. The growth‘ﬁ the sthools
has heotrorippled in. Norway for the same reason. It is quitdtcertain
* that had substantial aid been-oxtonded to these schools in the Cnited
States, they m;ght have succeeded qulte as well as thoy have done
in Denmark '
It would be hard’ to deny, too, that some of the lugh-school leaders,
~ _who have had ‘all their treumng -from anmark, ound it. d.xﬁioult to«.x
", ¥6ndjust; themselves to: the.new conditions, -
3 55 ,{};_ o ey

N S "bs“"

o :

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



X.— FEAQIBILh Y OF ADAPTING THE FOLK HIGI SCHOOLS

“tion of the educational system.  Fifty years ago the American people
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broadmindedness, and contrary to Grundtvig’s philosophy, which is
all embracing, they tended to give too much egergy to reproducing
Danish conditions and life. On the other hand, it is but fair tostate
that the schools have served as a check upon the over-hasty immi-
grant, making of him. a saner, truer Danish-American for being first
well grounded in the best that the schools have had to offer.

- A last cause for indifferent success is, no doubt, that the schools
have been unable to.adapt their activities, in any large measure, to
American conditions. This may be also explained by lack of funds.
If, for example, the three Danish-American folk high schools that
are now acuve should reorganizo their school plants on such a basis
as to combine the pure folk culture with the practical courses offered,
say, at Haslev or Vallekilde, «nd more particularly with the long and
short courses of such schools as Kerehave or Fyn Stift’s School at
Odense, they would unquestionably be enabled to accontfplish a much
more vital work for Danish-Americans than they are now doing. In
other words, it ought to be possible to combine in - the Danish-
American folk high schools of the future Grundtvig’s Aﬂosoph)
with the practical work of the other Danish sc hools which are so
successful in meeting the needs of an agricultural people.

S

TO AMERICAN CONDITIONS.

General statemént.—The discussion of adapting the folk high schools
to American conditions has been left to the last. It seems sc nr(‘(‘l)
necessary to raise the question as to whether such an ndqpmtmn is
possible after telling the Danish story in detail above, or whether it
is desirable to make use of the inspiring folk-school culture as a
lcavening influence in American communities  The only questions
asked ought to be, where should. the beginnings be made; and.how
should they be made? .

That there is both a place and a need must be evident to people of
ordinary discernment. The great national industrial transition going
on round about us is foreing upon the country' a partial reorganiza-

weroe essentially agricultural.  Now it has become half rural and hall
urban, half agricultural and half industrial. Tho cities are growing
apaco—often at the expense of rurg) commupnities—and thither aro ,
flocking also .undreds of thousandfof unassimilated aliens. - s
It is self-ovident that an educatfnal process which can reach clear
down to tho roots of things, s ngthening character, and teaching
rights of fellowmal, loya o the State, and fear of God, even
while it supphes the youth: and old men, without dlstmctxonf with
’pra,chcal trmmng for breadmtimng, may be made of mostamable value

Pt : i.d‘
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in hurrying the Americanization of the ulien, Such is the Danis
system. But tho school, after all, adapts itself most readily to
country needs and conditions; And in, American rtral life there
seems if anything greater urgency for cducational reorganization
than in city life. . )

The agricultural rromanuatzon —The movement away from the
land, cither to the cities or to newer, unexhausted soil, has retarded
and stunted the agricultural development of whole sections in our
country. In places-this retardation has culminated in the decay of
agriculture itself and the people who live on the soil. * There is a
surprising amount of degeneracy In many one-time prosperous rural
communities which have become drained of their best blood. Other
scctions, lying far from the highways of civilization, have become
lost to progress; not becanse of disintegration of population particu-
Aarly, but because of the dendemng cffects due to isolation from
fellow men. ' \

The future of our agricultural life must be closely hound up with
cducation. The pioneer period of the natien lies behind us; and even
the time of houschold cconomy in American life is past. Instead,
we are in the midst of a period of exploitation. Even hefore rural
districts had felt the call of the cities and the beckoning of the West,
land exploitation apd land xpoculntmn were well ynder way.  One of
our greatest national weakuesses is this disregard for the Go -given
soil, and the carelessness with which we plunder it.  The soil should -
be holy; but the schools, at least, have been unuble to inculcate this
d()ctrmo. The very worst phase of our present agricultural transition,
perhaps, i3 tenant farming. American landowners are moving to
town, drawn thither by its educational, religious, and social attrac-
tions. The farms are left in tho hands of tenants who generally
“skin” the soil to death in their cfforts to meet the incronsingly high
renta.  This suicidal system is gradunlly destroying odr greatest
natural resource—the soil. What have thé rural schools been doing,
to check this national evili

The old rural schools unable to cope with the situation.—The small

_ one-teacher schools ‘which answered well the needs of rural life among
the pioncers and the houschold cconomy type of farmers, can no
longer keep up with the procession of change and reorganization in
agricultural life, and must be abandoned for a new type of school-
organized to-meet the needs -of our new agriculture, that of the
Lusbandman type. ’

It is true let in some sections these gmall schools must persist for

: indefinite time, chiefly on account of geographlcal difficulties.

(“l%ere the most will have to be made of, a bad situation by proyiding
good, well-trained and we]l-pmd tenchem, and who, mthal, must
. -have the nght. vmon of, tho Dew agncultural life, * - e
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Coming of the centralized farmers' schools.—A great movement is
+Dow beginning to spread across the continent, which, contemplates
the consolidation of the muny weakling schools in a few, centrally ,
located, graded farmers’ schools. The best organized of the consoli- i
dated schools offer eight grades of elementary work and from two to
four years of high-school work. :

The new, schools should do for the community what the old have
been incapable of doing; namely, train the boys to hecomo scientific
farmers and the girls practical farmers’ helpmeets.  Such training

“.can be made to inculcate a wholesome love of country life, and may
be expected to counteract ‘the townward exodus. Moreover, fromo
these schools must come many impulses to organize the couhtry .
peoplo on a more permanent social and cconomic hasis. 4

ITow the reorganized schools may profit by the Danish system.—The
first lesson taught by a study of the Danish system is that rural

“schools must be reared in the midst of the, rural community und
nowhere else. By this is meant the open country; or the rural village,
preferably the.former. The whole system of Danish rural schools—
elemontary scliool, folk high.school, agricultural school, and school
of household economics—is found in a rural environment, ~The
founders of these schools are too wise to tempt the pupils’ susceptiv
bilities for city life by rearing the schools in the organized urban
centers.

.There are in the United States z’\t. .this time several thousand
-consolidated schools, many of them built in the midst ofiidenl rural

# surroundings—as real farm schools. In too many instances, unfortu-
pately, consolidation has been brought about by disorgynizing
independent districts adjacent to some villago or larger town, adding
the taxablo farm area to this and sending the children to tho town

¢ 8chool. It should be understood that thisJs not invariably a wrong
way to solve the problem. If the village is rurakminded and clean,
nom‘l? ‘88 gopd results may be looked for; but ordinarily the-town
_school is organized solely for the town children, and the farm bovs
and girly are not likely to come under }atiéfuctory influences, since
the agricultural atmosphero will be wy ting. On the other hand, in .
one or two States whero consolidasién has taken place in the open
country, tho organizers have beep-€o unwise as,to carry to the country

~ & fully organized town course’of study, including grades and high |

- school, striving to graft thi§ city branch on-the rural stock. Such -

- procedure must fail whefever tried, and in several instances it has

.. brought ‘the reorganjration of the.schools into ill-repute. _

igh-school spirit in our agricultural communities— It has

d reiterated above that the folk high-school spirit has*

the .agricultural population in Denmark, It has at
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least made country pcoplc the peers of their ~city brethren. They
have become leaders in affairs—in production, m distribution, in
politics, and chiefly because they- have learned to think for them-
selves and to act independently of the industrinl classes. As mu
can not be said of our farmers as a body. The schools have been
small belp in this respect. Now that the new agricultural schools
are coming to the nation we shoul¥ be clear on:several points:

First, there is great danger of going to the extreme in the, imme- '
dintely practical and technical. The woik of the schools is in danger
of focusing too much on making two blades of grass grow where one
grew before, on teaching girls to cook and keep house according to
samitary regulations, and the like. These things are all necessary
and must be taught in the schools, but they are utterly insufficient
o mako us a really great ag'mu}tnml nution. It was not the local
agricultural schools and household econtmics schiools that primarily
made Denmark a great scientific agricultural nation,  If the worldly
practieal is separated from a broadening culture, the life horizon of
the pupilys prone to become narrowed down to what is immediately
present only, resulting in shrewd, calculating secking for personal
gain instead of a far-reac “hing altnu;m ‘

Second, our tinal donquest of the <01l can scarcely come bdnro a
more genuine folk culture permeates our rural communities at large.
This would teach a greater love of the soil—and the naturalist farmer
is the greatest kind of a farmer; it would holp us to measuro the good.
i life by spmtual standards and not by nfan-made rules. It would
help us to riso above the limitations of loc ality und State, and teach
an understanding of the national and even universal in existenco.

Therefore, men and women, trained in schools where this inspira-
tion abides, themselves imbued with the spirit of altruism, wise as to
tho purpose in life, inspired and inspiring; only such as these should
be given charge of the new farm schools,

Inspirational lectures and extension courses.—The writer believes
that there should be at least one inspirational lecture by teu.clmrs
and others dmh in all tho consolidated: rural schools. There is nced
of real thought food for the daily appetito of adolescent boys and_
girls. To argue that there is no timo for theso things in the schools’
would be much the samo as to say that we have not time to live éur
lives. Ifug toachers. are incapable of giving heart-to-heart talks
intended to make the pupils pause and seriously sook the purpose
of life, it is quito sure that they are out of place in the schoolroom.

The'Danish folk lngh schools 4re conters from )v]uch all kinds of
oxtension work springs. To begin with, grownup people of the
community take advantago of the noonday and evening lecturos
%n the regulm- lecturo halls and in summer t,hey attend numerous
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meetfngs\in the groves near by the schools. Finally, the high-school
loaders organize lecture courses in the assembly halls, far and -wide,
over the country. Some such work is being dono in our country
pow, but it is only a meager beginning. Every consolidated and
other farm school must become the social and intellectual center of
the community. Stated lecture courses—hoth inspirational and
practical—should bo offered the grown people of the school
community . /

Short courses for all whe need help.—Nothing in the plans of the
folk high schools and their auxiliaries appealed to the investigator
s+ more strongly than did the continuous short courses. At the small-

hold - schools, for example, new courses begin cach first and third
Tuesdays of the month and continue 11 or 12 months in the year.
" The time spent in school is short, but it is long cnough to give an
sbundant store of inspiration and much practical knowledge.
Annusl short courses aro now a part of the established work of
most of our agricultural colleges, and oven the local village and
country schools in a few States have begun to offer this work, But
- ths work has not yct been carried so far that people beyond school
affe, as ordinarily undorstood, feel that tho school is intended as
fully for thom as for the children. It will be a great day in the lifo
of American country communities when tho schools shall see their
way clear to labor continuously for the whole community—to sccl\

~ o solve the life problems for all the people, whether young of’old.

The preceding paragraphs have merely suggested tho application
of Danish folk school spirit and matter to the new farm schools that:
are gradually superseding the glder smaller schools. Tho remainder

_of the section is devoted to tho possiblo establishment of the school
as & wholo—in a modified form—in certain sections of the country.

Why there is nced of schools for grown-ups in the. United States.—
When the Fedoral Census for tho year 1910 was taken, tliere were
in the United States 5,516,163 persons 10 years of ago and over who
could peither read nor write, including 2,273, b()Q who wore 21 years
of age and over. “Of these illiterates, 3,184,633, or 58 per cent,
were white persons; 1,534,272, or 28 per cen\, wero native-born
* whites; and 1,650,361, or 30 per cent were forcign-born whites;
2,227,731, ot 40 per cent, were negroes. The rest, 2 per cent, wero

- Indi Chimese, Japanese, and others.” !

. Mor¥ than two-thirds of all the illiterates come from ruml con-
~munities. Theso illiterates are not now limited to race or section
"of country. Tho colored illiteracy of the South is almost balanced

. Bullotln, 1013, No. 20, ., _
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*
remote perts of the southarn mountain plateau is scarcely greater
than theilliteracy in rural life in the northern Appalachians.

All this illiteracy is found very largely among persons above 20
years of age—men and womer who can not be expected to get their
education from the ordinary school. The Nation has .its choice
between letting this generation of illiterates continue to live and

die in their ignorance at a fearful cost to nattonal life, or it mays
. organize schools especially adapted:to their needs, in which they

may get the rudiments of learning, and in addition to this, some
inspiration to do better, somo insight into the highest good in life,
something to lift them out of the déadening mutcrmhsm and indiffer-
ence for country and their fellow men.

‘The South Atlantic Ilighland *a good place to begin.—The most
natural seetion of the United States in which to begin the Ol‘ganiza-

~tion of schools for grown- ups, modeled after the Duxmh s(hools,

t

the great broken upland region t\at usually goes by the name of the
South Atlantic Highland.!

This comprises a total area of 108,164 square miles, with a popula-
tion of 5,085,736. One whole State and parts of seven others have’
been carved (\ut of the South Atlantic I]lghland which really embraces
the three well-marked geographical areas known as the Alleghany-
Cumberland plateau belt, the greater Ap}*luchian valley belt, and -
the Appalachian \Immbun belt, or, as it is also called, the Blue Rldgc
belt. It includes the whole of “’Ost Virginia, 42 countics iif western
Virginia, 23 in western North Curolina, and 4 in western South Caro~
lina, 25 in ndbrthern (noorgm 17 in northeastern Alnbama, 45 in

" castern Tennessee, and 36 in castern Kentucky.

Whilo large arcas within this highland are no more backward
cdueationally than the rest of the country, all are included here for
convenience of statement,  Adult illiteracy in these mountain regions
i3 surprisingly large, and duty demands that educators.fuce the facts
a5 they really are in order that relicf may come. The Federal Census
for 1910 gives the illiteracy per thousand in the total population 10
yehrs of age and over in these States as follows: West Virginia, 83;
Kentucky, 121; Tennesseo, 136; Virginia, 152; North Cnmhna,.l&),

.

Georgia, 207; Alnbu.nm, 229. 'l‘lw figures for adult males 21 years ~

of ago and aver are even moro startling.  For tho same States they
are: West Virginia, 104 for each thousand in the total population:
Kentucky, 145; Tennessce, 157; Virginia, 177; North Carolina, 213;
Georgia, 228; Alabama, 243; and SouthCarolmn 2H. Those.ﬁgures
are for the entire State and wo.uld insome cases be increased if applied
to the lughlamd arep only, whilo in others, on account of tho large low-

i For the mop and duu as to area and population of the South Atlantle 11ighland, the writer h Indobud
1o John C. Campbeli, Becretary Bomham Highland Division, mmell Sage Foundation. -

Q




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

e
THE DANESH FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS. ‘

T8 .
land negro population, they would be somewhat diminished. The
L 1M .
figures are, hawever, suffitiently correct to cemphasize the urgency of
the need: 0 .
LA [J] < et AN o x W .
ex sAND \s ANO n L (A L
I NN, (ol S N ¢ WAVAS R
a0 periA SENECA I . T ARK Cﬂ‘-'}“ 3 hJ I__ a3 ‘5_" 4) : (3 g
08 PAU | pyri \xaNe wATH N © v
wni\ anit " v 44" arc " el P actt STMO. ) N vo
s rAN w NOLT I rus ADAM
\? $ g AER Y aaoT Ak Twon. AR WASH "3 Qé 3 rRA .
LAG | AvEL L Am0% | cosno saveT ‘;,0 ¢ [l AR
) A JAY L '3 i\ ort s cutar T G"l m > FRED. ;
cnart ' ] ant = 2o |
LA AV YA PYTY PR R % . o P yor'
CLARK aift woR3
prs NEN ) yar ’ P " -
MO\ cattNY ay - Ll v ‘o," '
M‘: iy - N rosS \yiwro (4
“ ARAN YBUTL . ». -
2EC | MM | pixg Yuac y o1 Lo s
5 12 & "0 70 Yo = Wied
¥ o % s a\ SCh — ) c.
7k iz Ar Lo oyl
\ s ) — b AN |
n v Ay 5 ca’(:v ~, "
' N Q| pow
Wy %y, 3 suck 3 wEs
Jl” SHEL > APP oy Aﬂr
SAL P DIN
: Sl 7 N
et L34
N Ui
MARDI X
o Kya¥ pir73 | mattf NmEC
cMYS ra ‘ £ o\ 3 $ AR A
b, & U poc Tt CAS Son PRV,
v\ STOX Al (L
(o hd v 4 Al ALA U sy
AuL fmont ENT7 “‘b rage (#84 “ wanl Wit
ACO) Y [ X v ™
] - ub vy E By qand crit JonnST
A el '
] AN ~AF"[ i
.4 4 TINC 8 - q’ ooll
LA daY: |
4 ) pyrn. fy ] cLe 1% x
L{ AnSON) U =
7L yNION € Ac
o’ R t rors N rones0 | aLrdL
CHESTERNY P :
— sreRuan S'rio 8US
£ P unNi nt ol oLuM
LN, g C ens oaRL o
49 p NOER N, avR! il AL GRAT
2 RA ~EWS S S % '
2 E e onre [0 AV AR
= ACK i AL AR fyn i A
- o i ZwiN o6Lf A\ 206! F fgroR
wALl ';;K‘N RANGLBE
o) won A 5 § peanbLl
P o AN () A i< ARN P2 SN
e ff~ oppeea! e AL EN PYT Jpanc 9r . 8. < L
L gt O™ N Lo ™ £r \BY coutIyen : \
Il RIS < G L% [scmer\ waM : . »!
& TeoU or7)
rALL
s ~ ana]AL A//eg/zen y-Cumberland Flateau Belt. 17 t
7 18 e ~
PG -Greafer Arpalachian Valley Belt.
o
AUSS
ot , [IITID Appalachian Mountain Belt- .
sUILO
o S e
‘ . ' L3

» THE SOUTH ATLANTIC HIGHLAND.

*The most nltunl section of the United States for schools moﬁelqd after the Danish folk high

>

The l‘ W’&”
tion of ad

“schools."’

’

schools of Kentucky, an experitent in the elimina-
literacy.—4ttempts have been made from time to time

by church organizations and individuals to reach the illiterate adults




of the southern highlands. Some of these attempts have been moro
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~or less abortive, while others have proved a great blessing to limited

communities. A most notable illustration of whatscan be done—
showing ‘also the startling need of what must be done—is the work
of Mrs. Cora Wilson Stewart and her ‘associates, in the so-called
“moonlight” or night schools for illiterates, which were begun in
Rowan County, Ky., in the fall of 1911,

Mrs. Stewart made a careful study of local conditions and
decided the most feasible plan to be to open night schools on moon-
light evenings in the public schoolhauses ovor the county. The
regular teachers all responded to the eall and made their preparations
and issued their invitations. We read -

It was expeeted that the response would be slow, but more than 1.200 men and
women from 18 to 86 yeans of agze were enrolled the firt evening. They came trooping .
over the hills and out of the holl.ws, some to add to the meager education received
in the inadequate schools of their childhood, some to receive their first lessons in
readingand writing.  Among them were potaloneilliterate farmers and their illiterate
wives, sons, and daughfers, but also illiterate merchants or storckeepers, illiterate
ministers, and illiterate lumberien.  Mothers, hent with age, came that they might

learn to read letters from absent sons and daughters, and that they might learn for
the fimst time to write to them. ! '

This remarkable experiment grelv rapidly in populatity. In 1912
the enrollment of adults in Rowan County reached nearly 1;600 and
the movement had meanwhile spread to eight or ten other counties.
Of the 1,600 mentioned above, **300 entered the school utterly unable

"to read and write at'all, 300 were from thoss who had learned in
September, 1911, and 1,000-were men and women of meager educa-
tion.”

The work of such schools as these must naturally be limited to the
merest rudiments of education. To learn to read and write, to spell
and figure, with brief drills in the essentials of linguage, history,
geography, civies, sanitation, and agriculture—this is the most that
can be expeeted.  But Yhe mountain districts erave vast] ¥ more than
raading, writing, and arithmetic.  The fatalism:of rctardation engen-
dered by centuries of isolation, poverty, and civil war has placed
a peculiar stamp wpon the civilization there which mére academic
schools will find it difficult to remove, at least in the present generation.

The inspiring work of the.folk high school, it would scem, should

*be able to reach theso people more fully amid placo them in their
rightful place in the nation more quickly than might other schools:

'« The folk school wo\'fld‘cnuge the breaking through of slumbefing

souls” and remove: prejudicés and give a national outlook, both of
which are needed in the mountains. . - .‘ g

18ee Illiteracy In the United

Btates, p. 28,
) .. 2 D"%g
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IHow the schools might %e organized.—The schools must be able to

“inspire to an cerly coordination of head, heart, and hand. Real

inspirers must be found/to take chargo of the schools. These should
offer a liberal number of lectures on historical, social-economic, and
local themes in connection with the practical work in the rudiments
of learning.
~ Theschools should reecive all who are not now looked after by the
public schools. In some communitics the schools would include
even the public-school children.  There-should be courses for those
who are cntirely illiterate as well as for those who haye had some
schooling.  The schools must, in fact, be ready to meet the problems
of all the p('opl("\vitlunn; regard to age or preparation.  The poor hill-
side farms have their problems—these must be looked after. The
mountajns need their own artisan class to rebuild the hones and
reestablish the houschold arts of the olden time on.a modern footing.
There should be long courses for the youth and continuous short
courses for their parents and grandparents.  There should be day
lectures open to the whole countryside, and extension lectures should -
be earried into the remotest coves.  The schools for small holders in
Denmark had conditions almost as difficult to meet.  What they did
Amcricans will not refuse to do. - R

The sghools might or might not be State founded and State aided.
The most natural way to begin, and the most likely to succeed, would
be for some philanthropic foundation to furnish the funds for the
cestablishment of the schools at a fow points of natural vantage as a
beginning,  The work might be directed to some extent by the
National Government and be in time subsidized by National and
State aid. The heads of the schools should have mueh the game
freédom as in the Danish schools. JAs a beginning, tuition and-lodg-
ing should be entirely free and sch¥¥ships might include all expenses
in return for work done on the scheol premises,

Schoals in which to train the * inspirers.” —But why shall the teach-

- ers be in thesé schools? Whence shall come the inspirers able to

understand the needs of their people and willing to undertake thoe

-work? Much -the same’questions are being asked throughout the

Nation to-day in regard to the supply of teachers for the modern rural
schogls. It is casy to sce that the trained leadership needed in woun-
try districts can not bo realizedr until a stafl of teachers, professionally

- trained and with the right vision and power, establish themselves as

permanont teachers. Heretofore the schools have dono little to
prepare rural teachers for their difficult tasks. Amost encouraging
sign of the times is this, that normal schools, colleges of agriculture,
and even schools of ¢ducation in the universities have eemo to sce
t;heir opportunity in training teachers for the new farm schools.
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With all that is being done there is need of one or more central
schools to devote ‘all their euergies to the preparation of rural-life
leaders of all kinds—teachers, local agricultural experts, rural com-
muuity organizers of various kinds, including the men to tako chargo
of the transplanted folk high schgols. The Seaman Knapp School for
Country Life, at Nashville, is promising to frain men for rural leader-
ship, This school; or a school similarly situated, might undertake to
prepare the first leaders for the folk schools ivour southern highlands,

N
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No. 85. Legisiation and judlicial decisions relsting to educstian, Oclober 1, 1600, to Octobar 1,4012,
James C. Doykin and Willlam R. Iood. :
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