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EDUCATIONAL WORK OF THE BO{’ SCOUTS.

By LorNE W. IJARCIAY.

* Director of the Department of Education, Boy Sconts of Awmerica.
. 0 P — -

Cn.hhs. Seouting and the schools—Seouting and citizeaship—The ploneer.scout— - .
Seasconting, a Wiranch of the Boy Scouts of Ameriea—National Councils endeavor to
discover vital facts in regard to the boyhood of the Nation—International aspects of
scouligy—=scout handbooks, organs, and other Hterature—Motion pictures for Loys.

SCOUTING AND THE SCHOOLS.

4

Scouting continues to enjoy the cordial indorsement of school men
evelywhere all overthe country. More and more those interested are..
coming to see the enormous possibilities of cooperation between the
scout movement and the schools.  Many schools now give dredit for
scout wqrk done outside of the schools. Many more are in hearty
sympathy with the program as an extraschool activity.

In 1919 there Were organized in connection with public schools 1,942
troops and 170 in connection with private schools. The records also
. show that for the same year 1,623 scoutmasters were also school-teach-

~ers. Many troops have their meetings in the school buildings and in
turn render good service by taking charge of fire drills, first aid and
safety firs¢ instruction. yard clean ups, flag drills, ete. »

Scout leaders take the utmost pains to se€ that scout activities o
not in any way interfere with school duties, and troop meetings are
regularly held on Friday evening for that reason. The best results
‘have been obtained not by formalizing scouting, but by supplement-
ing and vitalizing the bogk work by the practical activities of the
scout program:  Through scouting many a boy’s healthy curiosity to
know has been whetted, so that he comes for perhaps the first time in
his life to see « sense ” in books. ' As one school man has said, “ Scout-
ing has done what no other system yet devised has done—made -the.
boy want to learn.” . : A

“The National Education Association, meeting in Chicago in 1919,
had a- special'scouting section which was particularly helpful, inter-
L esting, and conducive to clpser coopeffition betweén the scout move-
+ ment and the public schools. ‘ :

- The department of education of the National Council is at present
enguged in working out the development of a national policy govern-
ing the relations between scouting and the schools, for important and’

. T0651° —21 , 5 Blis & 8




o

ERIC

Aruitex: provided by Eric

‘ 4 . © BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1918-1920,

.

suc(essful s the w ork lms hitherto been, it is helieved that only the -

very outskirts of the possible fields of mutual helpfulness lmw vet
heen reached. o -
| SCOUTING AND CITIZENSHIP.

The making of good citizens is one of the chief nims of the smnt

-movenient. l,\entluuwI in its program contributes directly and /-

directly tw‘thlc end. Every boy who associates himself with the

movement :é impressed with a sense of personal roz,ponsﬂnlu\ It

he sees a heap of rubbish that might cause a fire or collect discase-
cartying gvrms. he is taught to report these traps to the proper

--antheritied without delay. e is enlisted in every movement for
~ community ‘betterment and good health.  Scouts are organtized for

service uml hjive palhmpated in hundreds of city-clean-up and city-
beautiful. anil = walk-rite " .campaign~. They h-'ht flies and mos-
quitoés and [fever-carrying rats. They assist fm,wl wardens aad
park commissioners. in presenin'g and protecting trees and planting

.new ohes.  They help the-police in handling traffic in uo\ulml con-

ditions. as in puhulo~ fairs, ete., and work with fire départments in
spreading public information as to fire prevention, as well as actively
participating in cooperation with fire brigades.

Al this means the making of an intelligent, alert, responsible citi-
zenry, dedicated to being helpful to all people at all times. to keep
themselves physically strongz, mentally awake, mmnll\ stmight. to

do their duty to (n()(l and conntry.

« THE PIONEER SCOUT.

In order that boys who, live in remote muntl)' districts may el-
joy the benefits of the scout training, even though lt is Aot possible
for them to join a yegular troop, the Pioneer Dn 1 of .the Boy
Scouts of America has been established. Pioneer Scouts follow the

same program as other scouts do, taking their tests from a, specially

appointed local examiner, usually a teacher, pastor, or employer.
On January 31, 1920, there were 758 active Pioneer Sconts on record

-at national headquarters. Much interest has been manifested in

this branch of scouting. shich has been found to fill a real need

~ among country boys. . The State agriculfural departmepts and col-
Jeges have~given generous aid and indorsement, as have also the

Grange, Antituberculosis League, and other 16cal institutions. The
United States Department of Agric ulture is also lending its hearty
support and mdorsement to this branch of scout work.- The Secre-
tary of \gnculture, the Hon. E. T. Meredith, says: “ The Boy
Scout. program- fits in with the work of the ruml school, the pural

- charch, the agricultural boys’ club, and other rural: welfare organiza-
ions, - They should g0 hand in hand ne- :

“
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.

SCOUTING AND AMERICANIZATION.

-l . .
Mr. James E. West, Chief Scout Executive, mukes the following
statement in ‘his tenth annual report rendered to the National .
Council, Boy Scouts of America: -

The tremendous vilue of the Boy-Scout movement in the Americanization
problems of this ‘country has been’ recognized by the division of citizenship
training, Burcau of Naturalization, Depurtment of Labhor, from whom was re-
celved a request that Boy Scouts distribute letters and cards among aliens in
te siterest of the oducational work of the division of citizenship training. A
study of the indorsements of the movement by national leaders (selected from
the many recelved)  wilg reveal shntr recognition in such quariers, &Nnny
leaders in the organjzation, from: const to const, have long recognized 't at the

Boy Seouts of Ameriea enjoy nehixh privilege as well a8 a high responsibility
in truly democratizing the hoyhowm] of this country, .

The foreign-born boy upd the son of forelzn-born parents sit side by sldg
with native:born boys (ns they shoulid) inr our schools, They mingle in their
play and intheir homes, They are one boyhowd. But it is a hoyhood of marvel-
ously diverse facial characteristics and tendencles, Moreover, this boyhoot is

- the future manhood of Americn. And the hoy, inside each individual iu this

S000.000 or 8o of American youth instinctively respoids to-the Boy Scout pro-
gram. Ax Amerlea is the welting pot of the natlons, even 80 Scouting is the
-+ melting pot of the boys of the nations, %

Fortunately, the program needs no modifications or special anipulation
to “Americanize " its followers, It is inherently an Amerfcaniziflg progran,
In Manhattan's crowded East Side, stnce 1912, when the first scout troop was
founded there, thousands of boys have taken the Scout Onth and Law and -
followed its principles and lived its out-of-door life, To-day there ure 25 troops
in New York City, immbering 800 boys, VeTy scoutmaster and assistant scout-
master In the district is an ex-scout. These troups have a splendid record of
\vurf.«-rﬂm work, ad it has been declared of them that they were the greatest
single ageney "in operation rightly to interpret the war .to their foreign-born
nelghbors, . " , ) . J

The aggressive Introduction of Scouting Into all our industrial sections, the
enlistinent of the men of those sections (wlio are eligible) as local council”
members, troop committeemen, scoutmasters, the fullest possible r¢unid of
Bcouting activities for the men and the boys in this country \\'hq do not'yet
know America, but aspire to be her sons, will inelp to solve all our industrial
broblems and preserve our national ideals and instétutions, - ’

" SEA SCOUTING—A BRANCH OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA.

Sea scouting is another in'nportarit branch of "scouting which - aims
to develop water scouting and nautical activities and training of all
sorts. Chief Sea Scout James A, Wilder, says:

" Sea scouting I8 the way whereby scouting tuthig its obligation to tne‘imerlcnn
boy to prepare him Jor emergencies on water ag well as on land. High officials
«of the Navy and the merchant -marine have sxpréssed thelr unqualified apprdyal
of the entire program of seamanship, watermanshlp, cloud study, sallmak%
boats under oars and sail, shore cnmping, and the other fascinating activitfes.s

-Our merchant marine languishes for lack of instructed seamen. It Is not a far, -

¢ry to the time when boys who have followed the seascout program will -be .: -
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* and other opportunities to which he is entitled. At the instlg:mon

_proficient in scouting.

" nual meeting (March 1920), passed the followmg resoluhon}

. America and other. orgunizations interested in the welfare of tle yonth of uw

-

found in the four quarters of the globe, doing business on rreat waters be
cduse they, as sea scouts. received the same training which helped keep our
flag Aiving on the reven seqs,.

During the _\ear 1919 the sea scouting department tripled its mem-
bership and had regularly commissioned ships in*19 States. Tt is
essentially an older-boy plan and is not a substitute for scouting
but a development of it. Only boys over 15 years of age are eligible
to )om u sea scout ship, though a preliminary rank, that of Cabin
Boy, is.open to younger scouts who are nble to meet certain tests in
“ water preparedness " and take the Sea Promise.

THE SEA PROMISE.

On my honur, I will, as a scout nnd as = cabin bo). dn my bhest to hecome

1. To learn swimming und u}wu)‘s *he prepured 't to render aid 1o those in
need in conuection with water accidents. .

" 2 To make it my practice to know the location of the life -saving devices -
- . aboard every bent I go on. und to eutline mentally any responsibility in
mulnmining order for myself and shipmates in case of. energency.,

8. To be vigilant and cautious, always guarding against wuier acdidents,

4. 'To éuoperate with the responsible wuthorities for the observauce of all
regulations for the conduct and sufety of boats and ever seek to preserve
the“motta of the sea; * Women and Children First.”

Like all scouting, sea scouting is both recreation and education. A
sea scout has a jolly good time in the water and on it, but at the
same time he is acquiring a tremendous amount of practical knowl-
edge and nautical efficiency which will stand Lim in good stead
whether he follows the sea or not. '

NATIONAL COUNCIL'S ENDEAVOR. TO DISCOVER VITAL FAETS
_IN REGARD TO THE BOYHOOD OF THE NATION.

I‘arnest seurch reveals the lack of any compuhensne aqd‘ nmform
data as to the youth of the Nation, although suth data arée {&bsolutely
essential if we are to reach every bov and assure him the ekiticational

of the chief scout executive, Mr. James E. West, the Natidgoal Coun-
eil of the Boy Scouts of America is endeavoring to start in motion an
aggressive campaign in the ascertaining and collectmg of such facts.
Each local council is charged with the responsibility of studying con-
ditions in its own locality. Reahzmg the importarnce of m&kmg this
study of nation-wide extension. the National Conncil, at lts/]nst an:

Whereas the Nationul Council of the Boy Scouts of America ro;.ard it uf-1be'
utmost importance that there should he available for use by thdBoy Scouts of |

Nation all ponlble dau reladng to this subject and.

l'

Sanriy - . ‘, . CW‘\_»'.‘.
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0 .
Whereas investigation has proved that pracically no uniform data of this
wort are at'present available as a basis for o thorough study of the situation and
further development of their respective programs for service to (he youth of
our Nation: ) . G

Resolved, That the National Council of the Boy Scouts of America In tenth
annoal meeting now nssembled requests fhat the Federal Government and the
rarion - States of the United Stutes shall, at theh" earliert convenjences, thrgugzh
their v vious appropriate (epaFtments, collate and make wallable.for our use
wd 1 of other organizations such data as will provide intelligent, efficient,
et ittt promotion of the prezram devoted to making of jrom} (-i'ﬂzonul;ip.
and . :

Be it further resoired, That the United States Burenn of Eclucn‘tlon. Census
Burean, and the Department of Chfld Welfare he especially urged te collate
such data s arv._nhsolut‘oly necessary for a thorough investigation of the prob-
lews involved ; and o °©

Be it further regolved, That it sufficlent funds are not at the present time
availabide for this absolutely essential purpose, the Congress of the United
States and the legislatures of the various'States of the Union be urged to imme-
diately mnke such appropriation as may be necessury for carrying out this
purpose, . .

INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF SCOUTING.

Scouting as a world movement was represented if the summer of
1920 by the International Scout Jamboree held at London, England,
at which delegates were present from # of the 53 nations in which
scouting is definitely established. The Boy Scouts of America were
represented by a group of about 250 scouts and scout leaders repre-
[r snting the whole country. . The gathering was most interesting and
impressive in every way, and the value of the scout movement in
training boys to henlthful, useful activities by a program which is
. bath educationa) and recreational was triumphantly demonstrated.
" Aside from their participation in the jamboree itself, the trip was of
immense value to our own boys, us it allowed.of extensive vigiting qf
points. of interest and historic association ‘both in England and
France, {nd in Bélgium, where the delegation was reviewed by King
Albert, of Belgium, . :

At the invitation .of the* American Committee for Devastated
France, the National Councilyloaned its department of. education di-
rector, Mr. Lorne W. Parclay, to be in charge of the scout camp at
Compiegne, France, on the bank of the Aisne. .

SCOUT HANDBOOKS, ORGANS, AND OTHER LITERATURE.

Handbook for Boys.—The Handbook for Boys continues to be
increasingly in demand. T wo or three printings of the book are re-
quired annually, enchy printing including a. 1,000,000 editiogy-to sup-
..Dly the demand for what is said to be the most popular bof’s book in
[ the world. It is now in its twenty-fourth edition and ig the official

dnterpretation of the scout.movement. Y JCo

i
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a wealth of valuable material for scout lenders and other adults inter-

8 "BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1M&-1020, :

Leadens’ handbooks.—The new Scoutnmsti_'s Handbook' contiins

ested in the movement. Tt is prepared by experts and- based upon
sound pedagogical. prmcnplos as well as good scouting. Thue new
handbook for executives, called Community Boy Loadershlp. IS “now
in circulation and is proving valuable. .

Magazines—Boy's Life, the official scout maganne for bovs, 15 s
live, wholesome, interesting publication issued monthly, contaming

. stories and articles by well-known authors and speuullsts

Scouting, issued monthly. is prepared especially for scout leaders
not under council, while The Scout Executive, another mnnthlv bul-
letin, is directed ¢ lm-ﬂ\' to the field under council;

Merit Radge pamphlds —The editorial department of the Boy
Scouts of Americw has prepared and edited n sexics of -valu-
able pamphlets in connection with the Merit Badge subjects, which

_is filling a long-fe]t want agonf scouts and others interested. There

are 08 different pamphleh ‘each written by a recognized authority in
the respective subject, and each submitted before printing to a l.nrge
nuinber. of experts, over 500-of whom_were consulted for critical sug
gestion and guidance. No- effort hns been- spared to make these
booklets accurate and interésting. They contain over 3,000 pages of
printed matter and over 800 illuserations, as well as valuable bibliog-

" raphies and biographical matter. The pamphlets have already at-

tracted considerable favorable notice among school men, and several
colleges are placing the whole series in their reference llbmrws.

A classified list of the subjects for \\'hnch pamphlets have been is:ued
follows: -
I Sudjects that lmrc to do with outdoor actinitiex,

v

1. Angling. 8. Hiking. Ve 11. Ploneering.
2. Archery. " 7. Horsemanship. - 12, Seanmnship.
3. Camping, ’ ‘8. Marksmanship. 18. Stalking, 4
4. Cooking. : 9. Pathfinding. : 14. S\\lmminu
. 5. Cycling. -~ 10. l’h\»tom‘nphy

2. Reekeeping. ' 6. Dairying. ‘9. Poultry keeping,’
8 Nird study, . 7. Forestry. - 10. Taxidermy.
4, Botany. - - N
11 Subijecta which have to do u‘"h‘quem application of meehanics.
1. A'utdmt&b’lllng. 8. Electriclty. §. Slgnaling.
.2, Aviation. © 4. Muchivery. = - 6 Wireless. .

CIV. Nub}ccu tchich have to do with the preacrvaﬁon ‘of health and the saving

of life.
" 1. Athletics: o 4. Fivemanship. A Physical Developme'nt.,
.. 2 FirstrAld. - b, Life Saving: 8. Public Health.
s+~ 8. First ‘Ald to Animals. .. Persona) Heulth _ 9 Snreh Firat,

1. Rubfccu that have to do with :mldoor activitics of a tvwational mdure,

1. Agricultyre, " . 8.Conservation, - 8. Gardening,

}"‘4' R s (vt ey
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V. Nubjoets u Mcio have to.do with xoculled > Trades,” - .

1. Blacksmithing, 4. Hafpdicraft,

2 Carpentry. -8 Lasther workag, R
3. Crattsmanship, including Craft~ 6. Masonry. a -
wark dn Mefdl, “Leather, Rys. 7. Mining,

ketry, Pottery, Cement, Book- 8, PMlumbing,

linding, Wood Carving, (7 sqm- 9. Printing. o
Py rute pamphlets.) 0, Surveying,
o~ Ay which hare (o do itk knowle dye yu?un'l mainly from bookx and
' Iohoru!oric aounder instructors,, : 3
10 W, 3. Business. 0 S Imerpretmg,
2 wy, . 4. (¢ ’i\‘lq\-s. 6. Reholurship,
i . .
VI Subjects which have to do with gome form of art, / !

1. Architecture., ‘ .3 Musie ¢ ncluding Bugling) . 5, Rvulmu)n-,
2 oM A Paditing, - . -7

.

Other Tite raturd.—The: Nationad Council aleo jsenes u large num-
ber of .other informatiomal wnd interpretative publications. such as
the Mahual of Customesand Drills. The Seascout Manual. What
Every Seantmaster Wants to Know, Scouting and the Public Schools,
Your Boy and Scouting, What Scouts Do, Membership in the Roy -
Seonts of Americi, The Boy Scout Movement (as approved by the
Religrious "Education “Association), ete. o A
Cooperation with publishers—The WAeparfment duning the vear
has maintained throwgh its director constant contact with publishers
ail authors. More than 100 new hooks published for Voys in 1919
“have been arefully examined (n goad mpny in manuscript form) for
review in. Boys’ Life or inclusion in snn&onc of our book lists und,
of these, of the few veally good books for hoys_published in 1919,
itis a joy to report that more than half of these were fist published
serially in Boys® Life, u record that stands alone. : :
New-hools edited—The - director hns editeil ns usuul the Boy
= Scouts” Yenr Book, compiled from lust year's issues of Boys' Life,
the sales of which have been more than a third larger than in pre-
vious vears. More notable still has been the success of the Boy:
Seonts' Book of Stories, u compilation of stories of interest to boys .
selected, one each, from the writings of onr best American and Eng-
lish short-story writers. The purpose of the director in editing such
- # buok was to. interest boys in stories that have the quality of fine
writing, and -sh help to*develop in them n taste fyr literuture that
" will make them-i6ivers of the great and goad books of all ages. The
very nature of the hook warranted the conclusion that it would t
considerable time to make it a. good sellen Once again the unex- ...
pected has happened in that the first year's sales of the Boy Scouts’.
“Bouok of Stories has equaled the fist year’s sale of the Boy Scouts’

I, Year Book, and the present promise is that for years to come this
' 2 SRR v;'x,,i'\'f,‘\'-v : i !' *!, mw i
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book will ,nf(;re than hold its own. In the coming vear material is
being gathered for a conipanion volume to be published under the
title the Boy Scouts® Book of Stories in Verse.: , o
Votion picturcs for scouts —The director of the library epat-
mént of the National Council, Mr. Franklin K. Matthews, has sérved
- as a literary adviser to a motion-picture company. As a.result of
this collaboration a” large number of educationnl afid scout films *
- have.been put into- circulation, including the popular * Knlghts of
‘the Nquare Table,” by Chief Scascout James . Wilder. It is be.
lieved thut these films offer splendisl opportutiities not only tu show
the educational possibilitios of the scout movement but also to ntered
and instruct the public in the jovs and benefits of outdoar life, i
necessity for safetyfirst and fire-prevention measures, and otlnr
features which are accentuated by the scout program. “The filins can
also be adwirably used in connection with the Americanization
“movenent, D ) ' ’
&
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