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THE PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS-1924-1926
4

I. HISTORY AND PROGRESS OF THE PARENT-TEACHER MOVEMENT

(*-
. By M ARC ARKITA WILLIS REEVE

President, National Congress of Parente and Teachers

Thirty years agea.woman, a mother,ea student of childhood, con-
ceived tbe idea of parenthood as a profession in wbich the united
efforts of individuals would make for progress as surely as they do
in me¡icine or the law.

The Congress of Mothers, which Alice McLellan Birney had
founded in .1897, adopted parent-teacher cooperation as part of its
progiam. This line pf de-velopinent became at once so popular that
for. some years it almost overshadowed the original purpose of the
organization:the training of parents in th6 care and understanding
of little children. .

In 19.20 there were in this country fewer than
,

200,000
,

members, in
some 3S State branches of what is noIA: called the National Congr6s
of Parents and Teachers. In 1926 more than a million men and
women are active members, in 47 States, the DiArict of Columbia,
and the ierritory of Hawaii)

To hold together around one central idea, that of the welfare of
children, such a vast organization and assure its efliciefit functioning;
it has been necessary to formulate definite principles and to create and
mainoin certain standards by which the groups formed may meisure
themselves and may tItst thçir adberence to those standards.

Many independent local organizations exist, without affiliation with
the national Qrganizat ion, using the same or sima. names and doing
in many instanors excellent work, bur carrying out no nation-wide
policy and supplied with no program of service other than that 'which
they maly evolve to meet local. conditions. Their activity depen"ds
entirely upoI1 the quality of loCal *leadership. From this saurce has
come much of the interference yith school politics and administra-
tion credited to the associations belonging to the national movementas a whble; and much of the opposition with which it still occa-
sionallyJneets is due to the unguided efforts of these isolated groups,
whosé zeal has not been tempere'd by experience and study..
lke; table, p..19.
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2 BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1924-1926

As a knowledge of the system is necessary to a full understanding

of of this educational auxiliary, the conditions under which

the national organization operates may be briefly summarized as

follows:
(1) The annual convention has all power over the conduct of the

.organization and is a delegate-voting body representing the 49.
branches.' -

(2) The board of managers (composed of officers, State presidents,

and the bureau managers and committee chairmen whom they elect)

is authorized by the convention to carry on its work between the

annual meetings, and mOst report annually to the convention. ,

(3) The executive committee is the servant of the board of man-

agers and performs for .it such duties as the board may assign to it,
reporting to the board and the convention and having' no independent

authority.
(4) The State branch, is the representative of the congress in the

State and is pledged to carry 'out the objects and policies of the
national organization.

(5) The district organization is the rep-resentative of the Siate

branch' in the district and is therefore pledged to carry out the State

and National objects and policies in its territory.
(6) The codunty council represents the State branch in the county

and carries the congress' work to the individual members in every
locality.

I (7) The local atvsociation, unites the members for carrying out the

plans of the congress _and for the promotion of the welfare of the

chiidren in the community:
(8) The individual member belongs directly to both the State

itnd the National congress and i responsible for the attainment of its

objects. 4

The value 6f the N'ational Congress of Parents and Teachers as a
channel for the 'dissemination of the information possessed by the
various Welfare agencies operating under its auspices lies'in the fore-
going system, whereby time and effcg are conserved, and the policies,

adopted by the representative assem13IY determine'the program of the

organization and are carried down through State, district, county,
and local sections to be put into operation by the individual memter.
In the educational scheme..the,parent:teacher movement-holds a pl ce

occupied by no otiier group, uniting as it does the home, the sch 1,

and the community around a 'common objecl of interest, in a meet-

ing place which is equally the property of all citizens. Man3; power-

ful agencies are working for the schools, but the parent-teacher
association alone operates in and through them and enlists the active

interest of ail parents 4.ndof. all those who, having no children in
.4 ., .
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-PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 3
school, are yet concerned for the wen-being of the community which
the boys anti girls 'will so soon- control.

As _this group ormen and women has advanced in its experiment,
it has drawn certain clear outlines within which its activities. can
functión to. tliti best advantage. Here are found give-n. units, 'organ-
ized for a specific purpoSe, with direct, dynamic power procéedind
from n. -ceniral station. Here also are varied types of educators---"
fathers, mothers, grandparents, teachers, citizens, in all walks of
life and representative of well-nigh every business and profession;
not scattered throughout communities, tö be reached.
through whatever channel circumstances may make available, be
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it press, pulpit, or trateriial organization, but drawn ti) one center,
and by the fact of their assembly there, demonstrating their common
interest in the idea on which the organizatidn restsitlyit all force
of the community, witholit regard to creed or condition, hia.ve one
mutual concern, the building 11. high standards of measurement of
the chil4ren who are to be the citizens of to-morrow.

There are certain specific objects to be striven toward for this ohe
common purpose, and there are many whic.h are optipnal and should
be considered only in connection with local conditions. Into these
two divisiwis falls the work of the various committees and bureaus
which promote the objects of the .congressprogram act is:ities vital
to any movement which has for its object the real welfare of the
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4 BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1924-1026

average child; for the congress does hot take as ia responsibility the
care of the subnormal, the abnormal, or the child who is phytically
defective, save as it may direct to that child the attention of Ole
agency specializing in its care.

First comes the group -coveririg the hygiene of the coming genera-
tions. The foundations of sound plusical health must be laid in the
earliest years, and to this end the congress has créated several com-
mittees with a special relation to preschoól health, botil mental and
physical, first reaching and teaching t1i parents .of schildren under
school age. Mothers i4 well as fathers need this education, for
motherhood, though it may bring the instinctive desire to protect the
ypung, must in tire human race rise higher than in the brute creation
and must add intelligence to instinct ; and intelligence presupposes
recognition of ignorance and a resolve to overcome it by mental
activity.

.Then the child .of grade-school age is consideredhis 'physical
foundations, his exercise, sleep, food, clothing, and the retlution of
home to the health program of the school in which he spenqs so

many of his waking hours. Beyond this is another stepthe high-
school age, with its new and more .difficult situatimis, into whidi
Inuit -enter the study of social hygiene, with its .-modern outloQic

toward preventive measures and file making of good paeents in these
early years through the' development of the children into healthy
men and women. Along these lines the erogram has been completed
by the addition of ti strong committee on mental hygiene, headed by
a nationally known psychologist, and by the creation of a bureau of
child development under which all the forces working for the health
4f the child are combined into one .center, from which info.rmaiion
may be broadcasted and where those who seek advice may find
literature, in conferences, or through personal communication with
the experts who are directing the committees.

. The second line of activity which is based upon a fundamental
need is that which concerris itself with the creation of the means

- whereby this.many-sided group niay function and may 'avail itself of
the contributions =Ale by scientific research. As a rule the findings
of the experts creep into public consciousness through the press,
through conferences, and by. persorial word. It is, therefore, neces-
sary to have 4andardizd groups in co-nstant touch with sources of
supply, through which this kriowledge so carefully gathered may be
made to serve ihose who most need it in their busine44 of parenthood,
of leacherhood, or of citizenship. These geoups have increased to
the number of approximately 18,000a small leaven, it is truerbut
bearing within it the power to leaven eventUally the whole lump.
Tir preschool circle is the fécal point of the work of the congress,
and upon it is laid inpretising emphasis. In response to thie demand,
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Ç. PARENT-TFACHER ASSOCIATIONt 5

this type of organization continues to multipry,-and a carefully
planned program, supported by material for reading and sttidy, is
one of the latest developments. In this activity most valuable assist-
ance has been rendeised by the United States Bureau of Education
through the preparation of home reading courses and bibliographies
dealing with- this age, and by the publication of a paniphlet by Dr,
James F. Rogers entitled " Is Your Child Ready for School ? "
' The success attending these groups led to a request fop their exten-
siou into the more advanwd stages of child study and the supplying

,of mateHal and outlines and a plan of organization for the parents of
-children of grade school and of high-school age. It is reconunended
to the groups that they. nwet weekly for study and monthly for the
intercange of their conclusions and the discussion of common prob-
lemsa plan which is meting with pronounced success, as it makes
possible an intimate consideration of personal experiences in the small
cfrcle and also presents the child against the larger baCkground of the
rommunity in which the home tr,aining wit largely determine his
standing.

The grade-school associations of parents and teachers, when rightly
6"conducted, have so clearly demonstrated their v lue that the demtind

for the movement has come frorn junipr -high chools, high schools,
and even colleges, and -the past. two years have seen a reniarkable

4 developinent in these direCtions, notably in the high school, where
the parent-teacher student method of organizati-on has made the work

,
increasing popular with both leachers an(l students. Fine recrea-
tion progranr, both indoor and outdoor,'higher, social standards, and
the cooperation of the parents in keeping boys and girls in school
throughout the four years of the high-school conrse are some of the
outstanding results of this extension of the movement.

The general of definite religious training among, the chil-
dren of America led to the study of the possible advantages of co-
operation between parents and the spiritual instructors of their chil-
dren, by 'means of parent-teacher associations in churches, with
results which make it evident that the need is as urgent in that re-
spect as it is in the field of secular education. -form of organiza-
tion suited toaconditions was prepared, a committee was appointed to
pmmote the formation of these groups, -and .nottible success is .being
achievèd, though, due to the comparative .scarCity of able leaders in
this line, the progress is slower thin that of the other school units.

These are the major groups through which this idea of the educa-
ti9n of the whole child, mental, moral, and' physical, in all his rela-
tionships, in home, school, church, and communit:, finds exRression.
In addition to those mentioned in detail, any group interested in any
phase of. child welfare' finds here its logical affiliation. Mothers'
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BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1924-1926

- clubs, fathers' clubs, home and school associations, and school im-
provement or community league are all included in this assemblage
of the lovers of childhood. Some begin on closely restricted lines-,

\ doing good work so far as they go; and as the larger view is more
4u11y.grpsped, the larger ffeld is entered.

The-activities of the associations have 'enlisted the interest of the
colleges, universities, and normal- schools to a uniriA degree. and
.their reque.sts for information regarding the scope and methods of the
moveMent have been met with.

Commencing wfth Columbia University. credit courses, rang-
ing in duration from two to six weeks, have been placed in the
State univer;ities of Florida,. Georgia, Kentucky. Tennessee, Vir-
ginia, and West Virginia, and in the colleges of Colorado, Michigan,
New Mexico, Ohio, South Carolina, New Hampshire, and West Vir-
ginia. The courses, 4occupying two or three weeks, were given as

parts of courses on new movements in education or on coomunity
activities, and were well' attended. In all instames the repetition of
these courses has been requested by the summer schools.

In addition to the foregoing credit courses, short courses, One wet+
in lehgth and cprrying no credit, were given in the State universities
of Arizona,- Indiana, Missouri, and Ohio; in colleges in Alabama,
Arizona, Missouri, New Jersey; New Mexico, North Carolina; and
at Lake Chautauqua. N: Y. nstittdes of from two to five days were

patted in Alabama, Louisiana, Midiigan, Mississippi, New 'Jersey,
North Dakota, and in Cornell University, making a total of 41 units
in 22 States. The outlines used in these courses have been cal?fully
developed by trained educators, and the instructors are qualified
teachers fully equipped to serve on anyjaculty.

The courses were for the benefit of itekliers, many of them working
in rural schools and aware that only through the aroused interest
ofthe parents could they hope to secure adequate equipment for their
difficult tusk. But som6 of the universities and colleges were able,

under their regulations, to open the instruction to membefs of the
parent-teacher organization of the State, and the institutes were
especially planned to train leaders and organizers, dealing chiefly
with problems of method and of administration and with the coil-
btrudion of programs of work.

Within the past two years two special projects hive been origi-
nated and successfully developed in connection with the two inajoi
lines of activity just mentioned. As they are both of an ediicational
nature, it may licit be amiss to outline them here, as both come within
the period covered by this report.

1. A few years ago Delaware was faced by a serious school situa-
tion ,and no response could be secured froin the -general public.. A
grdup:of prominent citizen's .organized to promote a school-building
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PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 111..

program, .and, after considering many agencies, approached the
president. of. the State Congress of Parents and Teachers with a
request that she undertake the formation of a parent.-teicher issocia-
Lion in every school in the State, with the object of placing beforehe
public the educati6nal needs of Delaware. At the end of four years,
organization had been effected in about 90 per cent of the schools, and
the new building program had been carried dut.

The National Congress of ilarents and Teachers, seeing in this
successful experiment an interesting possibility, decided. to inaugurate
a similar mOvement under different conditions, financing it, not
by private menu; but. from the congress treasury. A State was tolbe
selected in which educational conditions were not satisfactory and ,
an intensive campaign was to be conducted in two oi three cotinties,
in order-to denmnstrate the effect of organized parent cooperation
-upon the rural school, following to some extent the examples set by
the American Child Health Association when it placed its mo-del
heulth centel-s in five widely differing States.

At the meetivg of the mill section -of the National Edui.ation
Àksociation, in 1924, the story of Delaware was told. It elicited
an immediate response. The superintendent oif public instruction
of North Dakota suggested her State as an excellent field, as it

. presented the, problems of immense distances, a large foreign popula-
tion, and entire lack of public support throughout tbe vast rural
sections. The national ehairman of rural life, Aim. John B. Cleaver,
who had conducied the Delaware campai02 was placed in charge
of the project; and, at the request ofthe State superintendent, was
sent to North Dakota, where she laid the plan before the annual
meeting of county superintendents, at which time it was
hoped that. two cir 'more might suggest the placifig of the
experiment in their counties. Instead of 1 or 2 counties, 21
requested the demonstration,- and .as it was impossible under those
circumstances to make a selectiori, it was added to change the
movement from an intensive to an extensive one and include all
the 53 counties Of the State. Believing that in work of so lunda-
mental a character, a five-year program should be supported 'in order
to assure lastinli 'results, the congress agreed to appropriate annually
for this period a sum not to exNed $2,000, this amount, to be sup-
plemented by stenographic service, p6Stage; and such motor trans-
portation as might be available, contributed by the State departnient
of public instruction. In cooperation with the State superintenclent,

_who was appointed vimchairman of the project, the 'following aims
were outlined : The organization of 10.per rent of the schools dupe
State by December 31, 1925; 50 per cent by December 31, ,1926;
pier cent in 1927; 90 per cent in 1928; and WO per cent 'in 1929. The #'

42149 °-27-2
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8 BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, .1924-1928gnational .congre; made a complete-9-survey of the State and local

conditions; conducted training ciases for leaders; placed the project

before county and locql superintendents; arranged for such support

as-the State branch was equipped to give; and Owed two na!ional

-organizeN in the field to wovk under the direction of the State
superintendent. An astonishing record of achi-evement followed,

often under the most trying ;Within six months the,10

per. cent quota ,for the first. year/hail been passeti every County,

and- one had the. distinctiOu a 100 'Per cent organization of its
schools. in April, MN, nine counties had passed the ..)0-1)er cent

mark, six months ahead of si.hi;iinle. and 31 per cent of thi%, schonk

had secured paren,t-teacher cooperatio4. 'The following list sets

forth some of the remIts'as reporte'd by the county superintendents:

1. Terms of schools lengthened.
... Shool attendanee improved.
3. System of uniform teNubo4sh.; e...not1 khe41.

4. hapriivonibut sailitallim and miparatus.
5. New school !Mild i tigq erected.
G. Schools stmultmlized.
7. Playground taquipment purchased...
.8. Instruments purchnsed for the Si Il1Lils.

ft. Library boOks anti pictures purelutstli t'sar the schtois.

10. School grounds beil Weil.
11. Wtirn1 noqn lunch
12. Milk provided for mulerttt---riiildren.
-13. Dental clinics ostablished:
14. Physleal examination of 4:.hildren, and remediable defeets elan-

relltsd.
15. Casias tardiness,le-sened.
VI Junior banks. orgnniztatl.
17. Picture shows vensiired and spuervised. -

la Mantling rooms sponsored.
19. flenith crusades sponsAared.

20. Scholarships created.
21. Standard of home life raised through chIld study.-
sp.Friction in connnunity eliminated.)

A friendly relationship htlwecn :parents and teachers etitablished.

- thus making discipline easier for teacher...and .creating u stimulus
for better work among students.

21; The ¡world standard of the community improved.
25. Parents visit school, bet:oming acquainted %%lilt modern meillods of

ethication and curriculum.
247 Phases tit Child amusement awl recreation in comunn.iity Laproved.

27. Night schools established.
28. Splendid' work amomplished in Americanization.

Community halllhi
30. More.sttulelits finish eighth grades and high schools.
31. Kindergartens established.
32. Equipment. for school !undies puriehase41.
33. 4r8 Whole, the parentteacher aitsoclation nets as a socializing and%

Nucatiag project In tiny einutuuulti.

.
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PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS

The demonstration attrwbted widespread .attmtion, and in its
second year the State Department of Educqion of ebraska ,re-
quested the extension of tork to that Witte, wItere it will be
inatiguratelLearly in 1927. Thi.4 application was foilowejl by one
fmin :Mississippi, and that nit by it similar request from Wyo-

Blississipjii will bf1e next State in which th.e denionstrat ion
011 be placed, as it o4fris problems differing front thtAe of
the Northwest: Onv/of the chid. objects Of the movetnent is to
show the universal application of standardized parent-teacher co-
operation, and its accompanying fraining of 'every individual parent
and teacher in their relation to the individual hu1d. _

2. The second project 1111(10-taken by tilt: national congress is that
kdown us the summer round-up of the children. This i a move-

.

went to send to school *tit the first grade aclass of children 100 per
cent free from ,remediable defects.. through tho enlistment of -theinterest of the parents to secure a physical examination in Nifty.I ACarrY on through the summer the necessary correctixe work, avid
hold a secnilt examination in Septemler to determine to what etibnt
these conic :tions have Welt-lustily. The foreg;)ing project was under-
taken in the belief that the home can make to tile school no better
contribution than that of a child nbady to be taught, and that upon
the parents, and not,upon tile school system, rests the responsibility
for thellealth orthe criihiren: Since the health auti;orities in thpir
campaips have met with opposition. or inditterenisa large per-
centage of homes, it was thought that the community spirit ettgen-
tiered in the parent-teadaw association by the comiiton relation to
the school anti the absolitte democracy of the nim'ement iiiihitsiie-
peed where the State or the city failed, and that' by ketting behind
"the parents. as ()tie -siV, and urging them t'o.vard ate health
authorities, much tnore rapid progress might be'imule, since if each
conimunity, each school district, could_ take -care a the health con-
ditions connected with its own particular school, the national
problem spon reach a solutio

The preschool child was selected for this texpeliment, sinect the
entrance-into school for the first time marks. a distinct turnin'gpoint in a 4child's career and appeal may be-made io parents'at this period. Also, if die parents are aroused to the neod for
preventive and corrective measures at 'this early agt, they are likely
to carry the same interest up through the family, a fact which hashad ample demonstiaiion in this. interesting project. The first
round-up was begun late in the summer ofir1925, dndwkth only six
tveeks inwhich to organize and oarry out tile plan, its imyortanceand its success N5ere hilly demonstrated,' antu its r-esults ,were ac-

-;.corded widespread attention by educators and health authorities all
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10 BIENNIAL SURvEY OF EDUCATION,. 1924-1926

over the country. Preparations for the second roil -up were made

in the 611 of 1925. The material was distributd in ample time for
use on May Day, which was selected as the openinir day of the cam-

paign because of ..its already established recognition *as chilsl health

day, and by June 1 more than 1,300 associations, affecting approxi-
Thately 50,000 children, had registered their intention of carrying
on the campaign. In the fall of 1925 the Elizabeth McCormick

Memorial Fund, which froM the first showed the keenest interest
in the undertaking, tabulated a group of 1,159 healtil reports which
were correct ins every detail for that purpOse, with the following
results, which are interesting in that they illuStrate conditions, not
in the slums of a great city, not in a selected "iproblem " neighbor-
hood; but in a great ci:os section of the average American home,
in which the child who is not' evidently ill is considered well or well

enough.
In a group of 1,129 children from 11 States, ranging fiom en-

trants to a rural school in a class a 9 to a city round-up of near*
400, were found 2,693 defectsan average of 2.4 per child. Thirty-
three childrefi ratei 100 per cent. Vaccination was absent in 501;
482, or 42.6 per cent, had carious teeth; 477, or 42.2 per cent, had

bad tonsils; 335, or 29.6 per bent, had adenoids; 229, or 20.g per cent,

had gland trouble; 718, or 68.7 per cent, were underweight. Only

80 rated over 90 per cent in general condition; 162-rated, from 80 to
90 per cent ; and 291 were under 80 per cent.

Other defects listed included throat, eyes, ears, feet, spine, skin,
lungs, heart, and about 18 other counts, as listed in the examination
blank approved by thee American Medical Association.

:It is as ail auxiliary and not as a substitute that the parent-teacher
association desires to serve. Thp..summer ropnd-up of the children

is not an effort to secure such an exhaustivb 'examination and diag-
nosis as belong in the province of the specialist. Its aim is to send
to school, in the first grad:, a class as free as possible froin those
handicaps which,. if heglected, will result in absences from school in
the most importailt opening months of the term, or in the inability
of the pupil to do the work Tecjuiredsuch handicaps as dull hear-
ing, imperfect vision, infected tonsils, adenoids, carimis teeth, skin
eruptions, bad scilp conditions, faulty ilosture, malnutrition, and
heart trout*, All these detects save -fast two are readily curable
in the three months allowed, and if the MediCal inspection reveals
diseased heart or lungs, defective nerves or nutrition, and the child
is placed by its parents under treatment in May; it will either have

improved sufficiently in health by the 1st of September to .be able
to do efficient work, or the disaivery will have been made that 'the
school room is no place for it until the handicaps have been removed

and it.maienter the race with a fair chance. of success. ,
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PARENT-TEACIIER ASSOCIATIONS 1.1

The plan which proved satisfiKtory ín 1925 is being followed in1926, with such improvempnts as experience has suggested. InFebruary a letter was sent to the president of -every State brancha the congress requesting active c45operation and the reprintingin the State bulletins of the " Call to the Campaign," which wentout in t16officral magazine, Child Welfare, with the requirement's,the first-sif which was the registration of every entering associationwith the State president. On the receipt of these registrations ttthe campaign pffice there were immediately forwarded to the asso-ciations a first report card, a sample examination blank, The Baldwin-Wood weight-height-age table, and a " broadside " containing some
supplementary information, and nine "stories." outlining different
successful methods. developed by local' groups, ranging from therural school with half a dozen entries to the city sehool with 50 or
more. The first report tad contains the following brief question-naire to be filled out and réturned at once to the campaign office:

A. Name of association , City , State__________.B. Paid membership in national Congress as of January 1, 1920,
,C. Name of /president, e r

D. Name of local campaign director,
E. Type of school , City , Town .. , Rural .F. Total number of pupils ebrolled 1925-1926, ;

G., Approximate number of children expected to enter first grade,1926,
(Sechre signature of superintendent or principal for F and G.)

On receipt of tills report the office sends to the association thenumber of examination blanks required for the class, an adequatesupply of the tables and broadsides, *some excelleni material to bedistributed to the.mothers of the children, and a second report mid
to' be returned to the office after the second examination, beforeOctober 1ron whièh these questions appear:

How Many children were reported in May survey?
Ho.* manIT of their parents were members of the parent teacher asso-ciation?
How many childrE;n rep.orted for the May examination'
Date of May examination Date of September .examina-tion
A. How many children have entered your first grade? ______B. How many passed 100 per cent health test in Wy examination'C. How, many passed 100 per cent health test in September examina-tion?
D. Number of remediable defects discovered in May examination.E. Number of remediable defects correctéd as a result of the cam-paign -
F. Percentauk of gain, based on ntumber of defects ,corrected beforeopeninglif school as compared 'with number found in hia¡r round-up.
G. Class percentage in health as of Septiacir, 1920. 0
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12 BIENNIAL SURVEY_ OF EDUCATION 1924-1928

To stimulate inferest in the new undertaking a well-known publi-
cation offered $500, in 1925, to be awarded in three prizes, $250, $150,
and $100, to the thre associations securing the best results and out-
lining the moa constructive plans for the local round-qp, the methods
employed, the confmunity cooperation secured, and the results at-
tained: Owing to the tremendous increase in registration in 1926, the
prize money has been divided into five awards, ranging from $150
to $50, and is offered by the National Congress of Parents and
Teachers. The money is to be expended for the health program of
the school, according to the décision of the teachers ti'nd the parents
in the associationf r

The United States Bureau of Education has lent every possible
assistance, sending out letters to every State superintendent and
commissioner of education, and to about 14,000 county and city
superintendents, asking their active support of the movement. It
also contributed a poster which attracted much attention. The chief
of the Childreh's Bureau has sent a letter to 64 heads 6f all State
departments of health requestimg' their cooperation, and supplied-
valuable educational inaterial for distribution to parents. The
American Medical Association revised the examination blank in
1925, printed and presented to the canipaign 10,000 copies of the
Baldwin-Wood tables, and.-for the spring -of 1926 pritited and pre-
sented 50,000 examination blanks. The National Éducation Asso-
ciation has given wide publicity to the movement through its official
journal,

ThOlighest praise is also due to the doctors, dentists, Public Health
and Red Cross nurses, and to the State departments of health, for
the fine spirit of cooperation .shown and for the free service so gener-
ously rendered both in the exAmination clinics and in the, follow-up
worlethroughout the summer.

This project, having proved its practical value, has been made one
of the permanent activities of the Nttiofial Congress -of Parents and
Teachers, and it is hoped that in time it will be possible do extend
it into all the grades and through the high school.

As a dir'ect result of tire' Conference on Home Education, called
by the United States Commissioner of Education, Dr. Jno. J. Tigert,
in Minneapolis, in 'connection with the 1924 convention of the con-
gresA, and the interest. developed therefrom, the congress created the
following year (1925) a Bureau of Education Extension, as a clear-
ing-house for the committees on h.ome education, illiteracy, school
education, and Amc;ricanization, or, as we now term it, Citizenship;
This bureau also serves as the vehicle forTutting into practice the
'program agreed upon by the committee on home education represent-.
ing the United States Bureau of Education, the National University
Extension Association, the American Library Association, and the
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PARENT-TEACHER ÀSSOCIATIONS 13

National Coniiress of Parents and Teachers, a combination- of in-
terests whidi was effected as a result of the conference on home
eaucation previously mentioned, and whose objects are to further
the continuance of eduCation among adults (1) by means of graded
reading courses sifited to those desiring to supplement a high-school
or grade-chool education, as well as fo those sgeking college credit;
(2) through the presentaqon of university extensi.on courses adapted
to similar groups; (3) bY extensión Qf the Iibrary,.system, especially
in rural sections, and the formation hi libraries of reading circles
where there may be a demand for opportunity for discussion; (4) by
stimulation among the people of active interest in advanced educa-
tion and the establishment for them of *the contacts which will assist'
them to sticure it; an (5) by the organization in each State of a
committee to correspo d with the .national- committee foi ihe pro-
motion of this program.

In response to the growing demand for the closer correlation of
the various activities of the organizatioil, the National Còngress
of. Parents. and Teachers has in the past two years created four
more bureaus: Publicity, under which 12 sectional mianagers cover
the United States; service, entirely devoted to the collection, selee-
tion, .ande' preparation of various types of programs for parént-
teacher associations in grade schools, high schools, and colleges,
including topics for discussion, relerences, and bibliography; child
development, which centralizes the committee work on mental and
physical hygiene, recre2tion, and home conditions; and rural life,
in Nyhich experts on rural homes, schools, health, recreation, snd
parént-teacher organization adapt the general congress program to
the requirements of country life and cormhunity cooperation.

Recent developments in the department of public welfare include:
1. Citizenehip.The adoPtion of a definite two-year prograM on

two major points, (a) reaching the average citizen through the par-
ent-teacher association and urging thé duty to vote, thereby possibly
improving conditions.instead of lamenting them; and (b) through
the same chantiel reaching the foreign-born parents, and by
means of the universal appeal of interest in the child drawing
them into community relationships and securing their more 'lipid
Americanization.

2. Juvenile protection.The change of the name of this commit-
tee from that of Juvenile Court and the inclusion in its greatly
broadened program of emphasis on preventive measures, bringing
before the citizens of the various communities, through the parent-
teacher ifieetings, their responsibility for juvenile -delinquency, and
for its remedy by means of prot)er recreational facilities, clean
motion pictures, :the suppression of vicious litergture, and .the
improvement of home conditions.
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3. Legigation.The inclusion of an active educational campaign
on the subject of the child labor amendment, to remove the false
impressions conveyed in the efforts to defeat it; ihe gupport of the
Sheppard-Towner and Sterling-Reed bills; and especial emphasis
on the promotion of law observance in home and school, beginning
in the early years and continuing throughout the lives of both
children and adults.

4. Motion p-khzre8.The establishment of a monthly review serv-
ice, through the official magazine, of pictures suited to juveniles, to
the family, or to an adult audience- only; the promotion of the use
of films in school by means aof the installation of the requisite
machinery where the school boards are unable to meet this expense;
and the encouragement of the use of the nontheatrical film in ilocali- _-

ties in which the commercial exhibitor either can not or will not
secure decent picturei for his theater.

5. Recreation.The Creation of a separate committee on this
inportant activity, under the direction of a national expert who has
prepa-red and put into circulation a constructive program applicable
to communities of every type, and covering play for all ages, in
home, school; and community supplying material andan extensive
bibliography fro'm the- great national organization in which he is
an official and which is a cooperating ally of 'the congress.

6. Safety.The development of a special program; again utiliz-
ifig the central idea of the round-upthat if each district would
make itself what it ought to be, the country at large would wake
up some morning to find itself in a very satisfactory condition.
Through the cooperation of the education division of the National
Safety Council, three surveys were preparea and published in the
Official magazine, on " Safety in the Home," " Is Your School Safe?"
and " Community Safety," a page of clear, definite information
accompanying aspage of practical questions which can be answered
by any man or woman of average intelligence and which cover.every
necessary point. This mfiterial was reinforced by an admirable
Pageant of Safety, prepared for parent-teacher groups, which has
been presented in practically every State in the Union. The ftinc-
ticin of the congress here is to promote all-the-year-round safety,
culminating in the celebration of safety week, but beginning again
the.néxt day with its continuous efforts to safeguard the child where-
ever he may be found, whether in home, school, or community.
Theiv has also been.1 close correlation of safety with citizenship.
The National Congress of Parents and Teuchers has r-epregentation
on the National Safety Conference, headed by Secretary Hoover,
and on the National Safety Council, by reason òf these projects
and the opportunity 'which it offers here as in other instances for
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PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 15

conveying a plan of action directly and without loss of time to a
group of people already organized and ready to put it into effect.

In the period covered by this report two new committees have
been added to the department of èclucation. The object of the com-
mittee on art is to promote the study of art in its application to
home, school, and community, in order that the teaching of alit in
the schools may be led up to, and later supported by, the apprecia-
tion and expression of art in the home, beginning in- the earliest
years. An imliortant contribution tb the study -of art has already
been made by this committee in the shape of a pamphlet on " Pic-
tures in Home and School," prepared by jWr national experts,
which, supplementetnik a paper by Dr. Frankitivah Parsons, chair-
man of the committee, on art, education, and life, has already run
through two editions and is being ordered in quantity by art direc-
tors in schools, one city system alone using 5,000 copies.'

The purpose of the committee on music is defined' as follows:
(1) To promote more and better Music in our sphools, homes, and
communities; (2) to endeavor to bring to every child the oppot-
tunity to study, understand, and appreciate good music; and (3)
to impress parents with the genuine influence for good which music
exerts in character building.

The parent-teacher associations are encouraging the formation of
groups of " mother-singers "; are supplying musical instruments,
where there are no melans of securing them, for school orchestras;
and are sponsoring the introduction of folk-dancing with its accom-
panying appreciation of the music of other countries.

The congress continues to lay 'emPhasis upon humaft education as
-a powerful factor in character training, and also carries forward the
extension of kindergartens in the public schools through the educa-
tion of parents in the need for this valuable instruction of the pre-
school child.

A third forward step, .which is an outgrowth of the Summer
Round-Up, is the addition to the work of the illiteracy committee of
tile congress of a movement to secure, through the action of the local
parent-teacher association the presence in school of every child of
sc'hool age, by means of (1) a survey of the district; (2) an educa-
tional campaign directed toward the parents, in order to prove to
them the financial loss they as taxpayers suffer through the absence
of children from scil\ool, and (3) the promotion of open discussions
on the value of education to the wage earner, whether in business or
professional life.

In connection with this the congress is laying special emphasis on
the establishment and maintenance of student loan- funds and schol-
arships, to be provided not only for the graduate frpra high school
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.16 BIENNIAL SURVEY QF EDUCATION, 1924-1926

who desires to attertd college or technical sche6l, but also for -the
boys and girls who, often from the lack of a small. sum of money,
are obliged to drop out of high school or even from the upper grades.
Owing to tile strategic position, of the parent-teacher association,
with its close relation of patrons and faculty; such emergencies are
discovered and met ; and practically all State branches, and in addi-
tion i.nany city cduncils and local associations, are operating one or
both of these funds, unobst rusively but none the less effectively.

The committee on school education has added a special program,
with the slogan, 4. Know Your School," to cover the entire year.
For this a carefully prepared questionnaire has been made ready for
the opening of the school year and will be distributed throughout the
49 branches of the *congress, resulting, it is confidently expected,
in greatly increased appreciation on the part of the general public of
the schools; the teaching force, 'and the* responsibility of the com-

munity for the 4uality of both.
In the department of home- service, in additi.on t9 the regular

activities of its committees im home e.conomics, social standards,

standa.rds in literature, and thrift, spocial progress has been noted in
the past two years on the following lines:

In the section devoted to children's reading., cooperation has been

'established with the American Library Association, which has ap-

pointed a spt:cial vommittee for the purpose. Sarah, B. Askéwt of

the Public Library Commission of New Jersey, chairm.an of the

national committee of the congress, prepared an exhaustive program

for the encouragement of reading, of which 25,000 copies were 'dis-

tributed in 1925. A similar projzram has been prepared for use in

1926. Definite steps have been tpken for the promotion of traveling

libraries in rural sections and for the encouragenwnt of the placing

of libraries in schools unable to secure them, as a legitimate function

of the parent-teacher association. °

there is a marked increase.along the line of home education within
the organization, due to the more intensive specialization of the work
of the congress in training for parenthood, and in developing the
closer cooperation of home and school. The creation of a committee
on study circles for parents of children -of grade and high-school age,

as.supplements to those for parents of preschool children already
flo.urishing to a marked extent, and the publication in .the official
magazine of carefully prepared study programs based upon books-

recommended in the home reading courses of the United States
Bureau of. Education, have been to a great degree in direct response
to the demand for home education which has arisen from the interest

* created by programs of definite practical value at meetings of parent-
teacher associations. The plan for thé study circle has tleen pre-
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PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 17 .s

viously outlined. The connection of the. circle with the parent
teacher association offers unusual facilities foi the development of
tlw parents' interest in the school, and in the conditions there which
the child must be equipped to meet, which in turn affect his attitude
in the home.

In response to a widespread demand a committee on spiritual
training has also been create(1 and placed in this department. It
is to be under the direction of representatives of the Prótestant,
Catholic. and ewish 'faiths and will offer outlines adaptable to the
mpds-of any sect, the special emphasis being laid upon the necessity
for the religious element in child training and for intelligent instruc-
tion on spiritual as well as on secuhir -lines. This committee will be
prepared to fuiwtion within the.coming year.

the Oepartment of health -mention has- already been made of
the major project, the summer round-up of the children, and of the
creation of the committee on mental hygiene.

The committee on physical edUcation has discovered and is endeav-
oring to meet three new needs in its -field as related to the National
Congress of Parents and Michel's: (1) The presentation of a prac-
flea! system for Alcuring and maintaining the " positive health ". of
the mother in the home and the teacher in the schoolroom, in the
belief that this has a direct bearing on the mental and physical well-
being of the child in con_tact, with both; .(2) an active campaign
to assure the right type of lithIeties for the adolescent girl; and
(3) fhe stressing of a school and community method of competitive
sports which will give opportunity for the physical development of
every boy and girl and not of the school " teams" only.

For the past two years the cominittee on social hygiene has coop-
erated with the Anwrican Association for Social Hygiene in main-
taining in the field all instructor on this important subject. who has
addresseq large audielices,of parents and-of high-school pupils in
many States with notable success.

"The wor,k of. the National Congress of Parents and Teachers, as it
has been set forth, may seem to many but a duplication of much that is
already being carried on under other auspices, but attentioil may
b:e called io soine- points of difference in iiddition to its unique posi-..
tion in relation to the educational system: All other bodifs take as
their central idea 'some activity and develop around it their-pro-
gram, which is then applied to the child or the adult to whom- it
appe.ars to that organizatiowto be.applicable. The activities of the
Congress of Parents and Teachers, on the contrary, take into first
conside'ration the child, or the adult in. his or her relatisin_ to the
child, and develop each program as it. may be made to serve the
interests of the individual. In connection with hygiene, for
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p.

stancethat most absorbing topic of researchinnumeraye truths
may be studied and brought out. It then becomes necessary for an
organization to gather a group of children, analyze them, observi3
their reactions, and then apply to the group, and through it to its
component units, the facts which have been discovered. In the
parent-teacher movement, on the contrary, the committees- on mental
and physical hygiene, working always toward the scientist,take the
individual child wherever he may be found, study him, his health,
environment, heredity, his mental stittus, his character as shown in
his relationships both at home and in school, and endeavor to adapt
to the advantage of tbe one boy or girl some or all of the great dis-
coveries which have engaged the highest powers of the scientific
world, fitting tlie discoveries to the individual child as the all-
important unit in all the processes of invention and research. In the
belief that no system of &Mention can be considered complete unless
it includes both of .t.liese approaches, we find this method operative:
First, the individual child, then the discovery, and finally the appli-
cation of one to the other.

The educational system of public or private school can not afford
toignore the combination of parent and teacher; nor can any group
'other than one composed of parents, teachers, and citizens bring
these two elem'ents into contact in a way which sufficiently emphasizes
the responsibility of the.individual for the well-being of the 'group.

The parent-teacher movemerit has certain features which make it
one of the unique developments of modern times. .Contrary to the
common misconception, it is not a crusade to reform the schools;
it is not a ryceum course to offer entertainment to the community;
nor is it a federation 6f clubs, each operating independently accord-
ing to its fancy and uniting forces for certain great objectives.

It is a great school for parents and for teachers, with one major,
object, to know the child.

It is a social expériment in ciooperativt education, ibarried on
according to a single standard in home, school, and. community,

It is a aemonstration that not only government but reform,
mental, moral, and physical, must be conducted " by the people for
the people," and that prevention by the parents will in tittle do away
with the necessity'for cure or correction by the State.

It is the prciof thatthe vaSt, unexploited reserves of parent power,
fully understood, intelligently directèd, applied through the simple
machinery of local interest rather than by the more complicated
systems of public welfare agtncies, will accomplish from within

'that which no external application of civic betterment has been able,
thus far to achieve.

It is- an agency through whose means local conditions .may be
ifivestigated and improved, the value of education and its tools dnd
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PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 19

its skilled administrators may be made cletii to the public, anti the
findings of experts in hygiene and child development may be brought
within reach of the people who most need the scientific knowledge
in their profession of parenthood.

It, is a great democracy in which all points of difference, social,
racial, religious, and economic, are lóst to sight in the united effort
to reach a common goal the welfare of all the children of:every
State in the Union.

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND-TEACHERS
s.

(rganised In 1897; membership in 192n, 009,485.1-State branches, 47; District of Columbia and Hawaii)

4

State

.1. Calffornin
2. Illinois
3. Ohio
4. Michigan
5. Missouri
& New York

.7. Texas
8. New Jersey
9. Iowa

10, Washington
n. Colorado

.12. Pennsylvania
13. Indiana
14. fleorgii ,
15. Kansas
10. Wisconsin
17. Minnestua
Ic. ilregon
19. Kentucky
20. Nebraska
21. North Carolina
22. Oklahoma
23. Massachusetts
24. Niimissipni
25. Delaware
26. Alabama
27. Rhode Island
2q. Connecticut
W. North Dakota
30. Florida
31. South Dakota
32. Maryland
33.. Idaho-
34. Tennessee
35. Vermont
36. Arkansas
37. Virginia
3S. Arirona.
39. South Carolina
40. est Virginia
41. Louisiana
42. Montana.
13. New Hampshire
44. New Mexico
45. Wyoming
44. Maine
47. Utah
District of Columbia

hawaii

%MO

Date of Mem-State bership,organ-
1442.526Italian

I Number
Iof local
organ-

!rations

l!n0 132, 720 1, MO
.1900, 74,1M 900
1910 67,099 752
lilts 57, R4R
1912 46,1119 640
1g97 43. 7R1 6111

. 1909 43,737 1, 400
I9no 41. 464 663
1900 35.059 564
I lion 33, R.32 MO.
1907 31.4114 414
DM 2Q, 1n7 373
1912 24. :.12 - 425
1906 23. g4i2 M2
1914 21. 156 325
1910 19: 472 396
1972 19.2h2 314
1944 17, 703 254
191R 15 g17 303
1922 14, 142
1919 13.711
1922 12, 752 225 664
1910 11. R44 197 ma
190 11, 3RR 290 228
1911 11.01) 29R 365
190R 9,799 152 000
1909 9. 1199 142 305

"`1900 9 099 130
1921 R, M2 651 200
1921 7,914 175 500
1915 0 350
1915 5 1136
1905 5,1.74 139 206
1911 5,123 206 412
1912 .... 4 g-i5 109
1925 4 &32 30g
1921 4 532
1903 4, 63 290
1923 3, R44 7R 290
1923 3. R19 )35 115
1923 3, MO 63 9M
1915 2, 946 ..... ......
1915 2, R57
1915 2. ORj
1924 1,100
1921 1,945 82
1907 500 1

1917 5,432
'1925 1, 229 I_

i

Nurpher
of mem-

largest
bers in

organ-
lentl

!ration

MS
1, 811

738
951

1,009
011

1, 122
1,
1. 421

375

Ml

654

. .......
010

tA5

130

1. 000

1 This tah e is
e

dpon the reports of membership of State branches recoilved before April 1, 1926.Belated re rts brought the membership to more than a million.. .
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H. PROGRAM SERVICE, TRENDS, AND EXPENDITURES OF -PARiVT-
TEAcIIER ASSOCIATIOS

By ELLEN C. LOMRARD

Junior Pm-Tint:At in Honor Education, Bureau of Education

The inftuence of the parent-teacher association movement depends
upon three main fac.tor's : -Leadership, the quality of programs
offered at the 'meetings, and the efficiency of the work of the com-
mittees. Entertainments and. lecture courses on detached subjects
unrelated to the needs of the school or the activities of the as.44)ciat ion
may relieve the program committee of considerable work and enter-
tain the members of the organization. but_ they do mot furnish a
legitimate program for parent-teacher at:44)ciations, according to
adviee given by the national organization to its menrbeN. The
program service of the -National Congress of Parents. and Teachers
provides an agency within-the organization to which State and local
parent-teacfier tisociations may look for guidance in .planning.pro-
grams. Subjects of these programs relating to the welfare of
children of all ages are available and may be adapted to local needs.
State branches are depending more and more upon the assistance
afforded btr this program materiiil and less upon 'printed circulars
of their, own. - .

A method of testing the success or failure of a program has been
suggested by the national organiiat ion in a set of questions for
determining whether it develops in parents and citizens an apprecia-
tion of, and a semse of responsibility for, the school; and whether
it Ands out the needs of the school and the community, encourages
the study of the child, arouses a sustained interest in training
for parenthood, oncaurages' members io participate in the progranf;
wisfether it is adapteq to the need's of the school and community; and
whether it leads to some activity or study whih will make home,

--\.school, and community conditioni better -ft_F. the development* of_
children.

Program outlines. and articles on subjects relating to child welfate
_are written-By experts and published in the Child Welftire Magazine,
the official organ of the National Congresii of Parents and Teachers.
In addition to the nationnl programs, State organizations iAsue pro.
grams of service througL. their yearbooks, official State bulletins, and
committees cm program service. Several State,. br_onches inaintain
speakers' bureaus, loan papers, and program seti4ce.

Thé trend of the work of the National Congress of and
Teachers mily be trice() by a study of the programs, prepared by the
chairrrien of national IcOmmittees and issued in leaflet form which
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PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 21

give usually the purpose and scope of the committee, suggestions for
suitable activities. for. State and local organizations, and how the
program can be matte to 'function in the lives of individuals.
'The question of how to intluce talent0 members of Parent-teacher

associations who are unaccustomed to public speaking to lake part
in the program is one that comes not only from rural organizations
but from all organizations. The National Congres of Parents and
Teachers recommends for programs such activities as singing, play-
ing, working, and acting to)..74er in order to break up the formal
atmosphere of a group. Many State branches offer a program of
work to their constituent associations, which is determine(1 by the
*needs of the local school, and a study program to cover the needs
of the children, such as physical examination, proper' food and cloth-
ing, recreation, etc.'

FINANCES REACH NEW LEVEL

In the aggregate the receipts and expenditures of the .National
Congress of Parents and Teachers, State branches and local organiza-
tons; reach a higher level than would seem posible in view of the
nominal dues for membership. Information concerning the revenue
of National and State organizationS is easily obtainable, since these
groups make public their financial condition al their respective an-
nual (!onventions. During the ifiennium 1921J926,h the membership
of the national organization inekeased more than 57 per eent, with
an increase in 'income of more than Ory per-cent.

Complete financial reports of local parent-teacher associations are
not ()btainable, but it is evident from the available reports that large
sums. of money are expenaed for the benefit of schools; and it is be-
lieved_that a full report of these expenditures would give R startling
realization of the service of these organizations.

Parefit-teacher Associations are in agreement with the idr that
all necessary.school expensesoshould be met by public taxation, and
they' genetally work to infofm the community of the needs of the
school and of the lack of finds.. When necessary they meet the
needs temporarily or make a demonstration of some desiied ad-
vantage, tpt this is usually followed by a campaign for an appropria-

,tion of public money_for this purpose.
It is r6ported that some associations *have imposed financial bur-

dens upon the parents, teachers,:afid school patrons in membeishir
and have malile an excessive expenditure of time and strsength upon,
the activities by which they raise money, and that.sometimes in
their enthusiaSm to assist the schools they have acted prematurely,
without consulting with school boards, officers, -and teaching'staff.
Thesç c)riticisms, howevef, do not apply to _the large majority of-
parent-teacher associations,. and such situations will .never occur
0
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where wise leadeN untiftaiul the true relatiAship, between the
organization and the school system.

Demonstrations of educational exlieriments untried in the com-
munity may be legitimately -sponsored ami financially supported
by these' organizations, if this can be done without placing too
great a burden upon the- parents and other school patrons; but
the queition is constantly raised aslio whether a minority of school
patrons .should finance material needs of the school and thereby
relieve other citizens.from their sham of taxation'.

The Kentucky branch of the national organization consisting, in.
1P25---26 a. 303 local associations, with a membership of 1i.817 men
and xvom(-,n, reports that 46 per cent of local groups in nwmberAip
raised more than .$70,000. This Money was srnt in a variety of
ways tú overcome the limitations under which the schools exist.
Some of these associations reported that they lengthened the school
term by vaying the sala6- of the .teacher for an additional period;
others increased the teachers'.salaries; and several- paid the entire
salary of the music Nadler. Eighteen Per cent of the organizations
repoting say that they -have botight books for school libraries; 15
per cent have supported !Mich rooms or cafeterias in the schools;
14 per cent have furnished playground or gynlnasium equipment ; 11

per cent .have furnished vietrohis or pianos; 12 per cent have im-
proved the'sanitary conditions of the schools; and many organiza-
tions report contributions to funds, such as the teachers' annuity.
car-fare fund, community fund, Red CroRi, and student loan fund.
Preschool clinics, nutrition clinics, and furnishing milk for under-
nourished children a-re among the activities which thew. organiza-
tions have carried on during the year.

Expenditure.s of .the Los Angeles Federation of Parent-Teacher
Associations amounted.to nearly .$100,000,..for home and school aid,
nuerition, scholarship, and Americimization. %Revenue from three-
fourths of the associations in the. California Congress of Parents
and Teachers amounted to more than $200,000, *hich was used for
child welfare work in the schools. This State organization, consist-
ing in 1926 of 1,330 local associaticins in fewef than .25 per cent of
the schools, and having 132,229 individual members, realizes the fact
that raising money is simply an ind.e'x to greater achievements along
other lines, and it places.stress upon the nee4 of educating the mem-
bership .and leaders.

Reports front 26 per .cent of the local parent-teacher assoeiatioias
in Alabama show that more than $75,000 was raised (luring the year
j925-26. This was spent on equipment for schools, beautifying

'school groynds, -welfare york, motion pictures, visual education
equipment, hot lunches, community fairs, etc.
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More (him 50 oikjects are listed by the Delaware, parent-teaeher
issOciations for which funds x4re expended. A large proportion pf
the objeets weiv needs of the schools which are usually suppliegl by
public funds, but such funds were evidently not obtainable. Eighty-
eight associations report that they furnis& the school; with books.

According to reports frotii 14 pirent-Mcher association in the
third district in Gebrgia. $10.800 was spent by them for school
improvement. It is evident that this is only'a small pereentage of
the association revenue of this sectioii, since it contains 43 -active
associations, but it k an intimation of the incimw of one district.

The Ohio State -organization places emphasis on ;the child Raul an
increasing sense of responsibility for him, rather than upon material
achievements. Of the -1G per cent of local associations r(¡)lying to a
questionnaire on work anti results in 1924-25, only 44 organizations
reportetron finances. These show that a total of nearly $14,000 was
expended on the schools.

The Altoona (Pa.) -parent-teacher associations dming 1924-25
raisitd $44,409.- which was .usvil for playground eiluipment, to install-
banking systems in a 4mmber of.schools, three new -schooi libraries,
a piano, vietrola anti records, pictures for the schools, ett.

COLAIKED PARENT-TEACHER AtilSOCIAMJNS.
quo,'

In 19423 the National Congress of Paren'ts and Teachers appointed
a committee of five to study the -situatIon with reference to colored
parent-teacher associations, with a view to organizing a .national
eongress among the colorea people. A corresponding committee of
five was organized in each Statò branch, with the result that a
National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers was organized.

Delegates repmenting parent-teacher associations ip CToi4gia,
Florida, Alabama, and-Delaware (which has 81 colored issociations)
were in attendance at this meeting.- The form of organization aria
program as Cleveloped- by the National Congrelss of Parents and,
TeachOrs will lie adapted to the schools and communities where these
groups are i operation. Standard literature of the national con-
gress is furnished for this new national group. It is reported that
eight States am in membeiship, with 303 associations and 5,514
individual members. It is evident that th;s new organization con-
tains only a timall proportion of the -colored NeenHeacher
tions, since these associations have been organized in many States
and in the District of Columbia.

The Indiana Parent-Teacher Association organized a -department
of colored associations in 1924( with the idea of assisting in the for-
mation of a-Stati colored association. This was effected. The colored
president reports growth in the organizaiion.
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At the yequest of the. State colored education association of Okla-
homa, a plan- isms perfected in 1925 by which the colored parent-
téacher associations were to be conducted entirely as. a separate.
organilation by their own people but under the supervision of a
committee of five of the Oklahoma .bran6 of the National Congress
of Parents and »Teachers. .

Many colored pared-teacher associations have been formed lin
Mississippi with the cooperation of the State supervisor of negro
schools. This moVement is supported by the State white organiza-
tion through a State chairmane.until the colored people are able to
carry it on -themselves.

QUESTIONS INDIRECTLY RELATED TO CMPILD LIFE
O

TheNational Congress of Parents and Teachers frequently takes
up i,:;):,, lion's bearing indirectly upon child life and passes resolu-
tions in relation thereto. Among such questions considered have been
these : The protection of theliome and community through enactment
and enforcement of prohibition la*s; laws affecting the right of
children4to freedom from prem'ature toil and hazardous occupations;
laws'to conserve the life and health of mothers and infants.; laws to
surround child life with wholesome influences and to give all children
a chance to grov0 up into worthy citizeniship ; and la-ws restricting
the sale of narcotics, the ue of cigarettes by children, the distribu-
tion of objectionable liteeature, and forms of recreation aid amuse-
ment which encourage an unnecessary risk of human life or create
false standards of courage born hof brutal cunning against helpless
anima Is.

Prom year to year this organization has maintained its stand in
favor of a program for world peace and for uniform marriage and
divorce laws. Through its resolutions and work it -has urged ex-
hibityors of moving pictures to give the public the highest-type .of

O

films, and, 'at the same time, the membership has endeawored to
create a demand for good, Clean pictures.

The forening objectives, indorsed .ht resolutions by the national
organization, offer to the State and local units standards for action
which they may or may notCcept. State branches, however, gen-
erally adopt the policies of:the parent organization and carry out its
program.

O

The Alabama branch of the National Congress of Parents and
Teachers urged in resolution; Mat, because only little more than 13
per cent of the population of the State exercise the right of suffrage,

...the women of the State qualify as voters and perfoim their duties
O

as patriotic citizens in taking part in the Oovernment; and also
O recommended that the adoption of the child labor amendment be

.
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ratified by the. legislature. Arizona passed a resolutio a r ving
and supporting effective means of establishing kindergartens
thiroughout th,e State.

Believing that literature and recreation play an impOrtant part
in the character building of youth, Colorado parent-teacher associa-
tions passed a resolution placing upon the home the responsibility
for providing proper reçreation, standard books and magazines,
music, and art. Many State organizations have passed specific
resolutions favoring the suppression of literature and films whaich
tend tó lower the morals and social standards of youth. Among
these States,are Colorado, Missouri, hidiana, Kentucky, and Massa-
chusetts.

The Massachusetts parent-teacher associations, realizing the many
outside interests lending to distract the attention of the pupils from
their school 'work, resolved to use their united efrorts to get the
children to study at home sufficiently to máster the work assigned;
to let nothing. interrupt the period of home study, such as gocial
activities or attendance at moving-picture. shows, on days or eve-
nings next preceding a school day; to urge the boys and .girls to
obtain adequate sleep; to encourage participation in supervised sChool
athletics; and to supervise, in cooperation *ith.the teachers, the books
and magazines read by the boys and girls..

The Ohio branch adopted the national legislative program and
worked for the extension of kindergartens and the introduction of
credit courses in parent-teacher work in State teacher-training
schools.

The parent-teacher associations in Kentucky urged that. parents.
gi correct sex education to the children alonF scientific lines; that
those controlling educational resources of the State exercise a more
liberal policy in meeting the requirements of the Federal Govern-
ment. in connection with the Smith-Lever Act.

Missouri resolutions show that this State organization follows the
leadership of the national organization in its legislative program
It stresses the need for stamping out illiteracy and of carrying on
an'intensive campaign to interpret the community School bill of thè.
State, etc.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND STUDENTS' LOAN PTNIA

Financially handicappedschool children desiring to Complete their
education in elementary or high Awls, or in colleges, are enabled
to do so tlfrough.the efforts of natiorial, Stateond local organizations
of parents and teachers in Ink 8tates. Methods of, handling the
details-vary widely, according to,local conditions, aild the terms.
spplied to the ftinds. appear to be. choseri in accordance with the
particiilar nature of the aid offered. Some.d-the funds 'are adrairi.
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istered under the titles of scholarship limn funds, studenW aid
committees, students' loan funds, and boys' loan funds. Each coin-
munity raises and administers its own funds, but the State and
national ch'airmen of students' loan funds committees give advice
and promote the movement. School officials cooperate in the adjust-
ment of special cases and sometimes in making the loans.

An appeal was sent throughout the State 6f South Dakota to
promote siudents' loan fund day. Special demands were made upon
the parent-teacher associations to raise the funds, but othe'r organi-
zations and individuals were asked to participate. The funds are
administered by a general' chairman.acting as criector of the depart-
ment of education. scholarship Was arranged foi: the community
raising the largest fund per capita, based on the number enrolled in
the schools of the toivn or city. A subcommittee of three, .with a
bonded treasurer, receives and administers the funds, which are safe-
guarded against depletion through- dishonesty or otherwise by a
short-time paid-up insurance policy taken out in favor of the fund.
Any boy or girl who has graduated from high school and can.secure
the indorSement of three responsible people may borrow money from
this fund without the payment of- interest during school years and
with a slight charge for interest for the years after school until
payment is Made. Students may iittend any institution of higher
learning in the State. In Bónesteel, S. Dak;the parent-teacher asso-
ciations havd undertaken to make a gift of $5.0 each year to the loan
fund.

The boys'. loan fnnd in Colorado has been in -operption about 11
years, and assists boys of high school or college age. A personal -nofe
is required. Thirty-nine children were kept in school (luring 1924

..25 by the students' loan fund of the Louisville (Ky.) league of
parent-teacher tissocihtions.

Texas parent-teacher assocrations are reported to have raised more
than $10,000 within two years. In Houst,on a balanCe of more than
$2,000 is reported after aiding six students in high school. Other
childreil in Houston were aided in getting remunerative positions.

. The srudent loan fund of .the Tennessee Congress of Parents' and
Teachers, established in 1924, functions at the university. Money
may be borrowed for use in any ac.credited school within the State..

.Nearly $2,000 has been loaned to 16 students in sums ranging from
$35 to,$300 during 1925-26. A second fund is foi use in any educa-
tional institution,

The Austiri High Sgchool, of Chicago, Ill., reports that it raises
fron; $1,000 to $1,500 each year .for scholarships to enable promising
children to remain in school. Pare,4t7teacher aSsociations in Kansas
City, Mo., ha4 ai incorporated body called the Mary HarmoTi
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Weeks Scholarship Foundátion to keep wathy boys and girls in
school who would otherwise be deprived of the privilege. In four
years 125 scholarships, amounting to mOre than $7,000, have been
granted.

The Oregon student loan fund committee useS 'councils of parent- \
teacher associations as the largest unit for funds, althougli there may
be several funds within one council, for it may be more feasible to it
aid with various union high schools as units instead of maintaining
one fund for the entire council. It is believed that the smaller the
unit the better the supervision and the response to the ap.peals for
funds. Each applicatidn receives individual attention, and the
names of the borrowers are not made public. Funds to the amount
of nearly $3,000 have been received and are made available to boys
and girls in Oregon without interest by the Oregon parent-leacher
associations.

Student loa,n funds. in Milwaukee and Kenosha, Wis., are 'main-
tained by the parent-teacher associations to help worthy .students
through school.' Parent-teacher associations in Detroit, Grand
Rapids, aginaw, and Muskegon-, Mich., support student loan funds
and, in order to guard carefully the identity of the beneficiary, the
sCholarships are paid to the children by the supervisor of attendance.

HOME EDUCATION PROMOTED BY PARENT-TFÀCHER ASSOCIATIONS

Parent-teacher associations have been the means.of awakening and
stimulating the interest of parents in the literature of child life and
training. The National Congress of Paients and Teachers itnd its
State branches encourage this interest through committees on home
education, preschool circles, study circles, and chila hygiene. New
and helpful literature on child psychology, mental and physical
hygiene, recreation, etc., is brought to the attention *of parents
through thse groups. Individual parents are encouraged to read
books upon how to bring up iheir children, as well as to make a home
Sbrary of books useful for the whole family.

The national home education committee concentrates its energies
upon the establishment of home and public libraries, the_reading of
parent§ at home, and -promoting the use of the reading courses of
the United States Bureau pf Education. Assisting this* national
committee, chairmen of State Committees on home eduCatiOn in the
following States procure the appointment of local chairmen who
carry on the work with individuals: Arizona, Arkansas, California,
Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiazia, Iowa, Louisiana,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Hamp-
shire, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Ore-
gon, Pennsylvania, Tennessie, Texas, Vermont, and West Virginia.
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The chairman of home education of the State of California tire-
pares and issues a State brime-education progrkin in which are incor-
porated the plans of the national -committee on home education
adapted to the special needs of the State. Reading cirUes have
developed in this State through the ictivities col this connatee. It
is reported that more than 60 reading circles are in operation in
California.
:During 1925-26, preschool study circles have develiped very

rapidly. During 1924-25, it was reported that in MisSouri more
than 40 preschool circles were formed in parent-teacher 'associaiions.
Other States in Which these circles are organized include Siortli
Dakoti, Iowa, Kentucky, Minnesota, Oregon, Illinois, Georgia (from
whiCh reports have'been made of 64 preschool circles), Washington,
and California. It is reported that in Los Angeles the first child,.
study group was organized in 1893 and continued td function until
the parent-teacher child-study circles.were established '26 years ago.
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