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' LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.
! . |
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, )
BuGREAU OoF EDUCATION, *
4o N Washington, November 2, 1918,

Sir: I am submitting herewith for publication as a bulletin of the
Burecau of Education the report of a survey of the status of the rural
teachers of Nebraska, made vnder the direction of the graduate
school of education in the University of Nebraska. The survey was
undertaken to ascertain the exact status of the rural teachers of the

" State in regard to their academic and professional prepayation; their
\ teaching experience and length of service ; their sex,agi\’and national-

ity ; and such contributory factors in teaching cfficienxy as salary,

. living conditions, and the like. The survey is, in fact, a study of the
preparation and efficiency of rural-school teachers, which may be
considered typical of similar studies which might be made in other
States. - e

i The work was done with the cooperation of the graduate school of ..

cducation in the University of Nebraska by a group of graduate stu-
dents, working under the direction of Dr. G. W. A, Luckey, dean of

- this school. Much reliable material was procured on the education,
experience, and general character of the teaching force of the State,

il together with first-hand knowledge of the conditions that contribute
l much to the h(;?d and school environment of the teachers. The *

-~

«  collection and Ahssification: of the data are based upon scientific
methods and should be of real value to the teaching profession of the
gountry. ) . '

Respectfully submitted. :
P. P. CLaxTON,

. - Commisgsioner. -
The SECRETARY  OF THE INTERIOR,

'y
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. THE RURAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA. -~

- . INTROI)I'(?TI()N".

Pyrpase of the study.—The main object of making this study was

to procure reliable inforination on the education, experience, and gen- -

~erul character of the rural teaching force of Nehraska, together with

fist-hand knowledge of seme of the conditions contrlbutmg to the
lome und school environment of these teacherd” This knowledge
was obtained by means of a questionnaire. It in no way represents
theory or generalization, but is an array of factson the rurakteaching
force of the State as given by thd teachers themselves .

Practically no attempt has been made to compare conditions in
Nebraska with those in other States or to offer suggestions for im-
provement. With both' time and space limited, it has seemed best

_to give the facts as the} were found and to omit comparisons and

suggestions for reconstruction.

1[( thod of procedure.—The survey is basod on the six congressional
districts of Yhe State,*and includes a study of all except the west half
of tho sixth corfgressional district. It represents 71 of the 93 counties
of the State. The first, seeond, third, foyrth, and east half of the

- fifth congressional districts belong tgythe loess region of Nebraska and.

represent the thickly settled, rich agricultural portion of the $tate.!

Due to the lack of sufficient rainfall for successful farming, the
west half of the fifth eongressional district is sparsely settled. Topo-
gruphically the portion of the sixth district surveyed comprises three
distinet regions. Its northern portion is a part of the'Great Plains

Yegion, its central part belongs to’Sand Hill Nebraska, and the loess.
region extends into the southern part. The 22 counties of the sixth™ -

dlstmt which . were not surveyed belong to the Saud Hills, High
Pluins, and Bad Lands regions.”  With. the exceptioll of the North
Platte Valley, whero ir rigation is practiced, these counties represent

- the most sparsely settled portion of the State. The ackompanying

map shows the congressional districts and the numbel of wuchers
lospondmg from each district:

LY

* The material was collected during the school Year of 1914 15, and- :

the results of the study represent the teaching status for thert year.
The tabulations and discussions of the portions of the State aasngned

"
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the various members of the committee were completed in 1916. The
initial step of each member of the committee was a letter to the
county superintendents in the various congressmnal districts, explain-
ing the purpose of the study, inclosing one of the questionnaires,
and gequesting a list of the names and addresses of the rural teachers
of the county. With but few exceptions the county superintendents
were prompt in response with the roll of teachers. A personal letter,
<. a copy of the questionnaire, and a return stamped envelope were then
sent to every rural teachér, whose name and address had been fur-
nished by the county supermtendents A few county supenntendents
mailed circular letters to the teachers of their counties urging their
cooperation with the graduate school of education in this field of
research. A still greater number lent their interest and encourage-

NEBRASKA

ISR S

Map showing congnm.ma.l districts. The dots represent tembenuplytna to quaslhnmuu.

’

" ment in some other way, such as by giving the investigation publicity
at local teachers’ gatherings. In some cases cooperation was sought.
.of a few city superintendents, whose graduates from normal training
courses were teaching in rural districts adjacent to the city districts.,

Aside from the introduction, the historical sketch, and the recapxtu—
latlon .the chapter heads correspond to the main divisions of the
quest:onnanre The tables and graphs accompany the discussions. .
* The tables are numbered, and references to them are indicated in the
body of the eomposition. The graphs are self-explanatory Con-
_ siderable variation will-be noted between the total nuiber of teachers
replymg to the questionnaires and those responding to eath soparate

ko ?E@’E‘L. The coptext. indicates these differences, , Percentages are
made. 6@6 numbser of teachers replying to the questions concerned
' father than.on the entire. number of feachers’ repomng » The median

T by B4 apy

: -_ 'lnl_naed ad’a S médapre 1 more often thy\ the avar-ga, since in go; mgny




: INTRODUCTION. R

instances there was such a wide variation in the series of measure-
ments.
Personnel of the survey staff. —This study was made by 8 committee
. from the graduate schoo}, department of education, of the University
of Nebraska. The personnel of the com:mittee selected by Dr. G.W. A.
Luckey, dean of the graduate school of education, included the fol-
lowing: Edith A. Lathrop, rural school inspector, chairman; Supts.
- A. Crago, of Central City; W. M. Simons, of Friend; E. M. Colbert, of
¢  Crawford; F.B. Weyer, of Atkinsom; and R. T. Fosnot, teacher of
Vi mathematlcs Hastings High School.
‘ Mr. Simons withdrew late in 1915 and. his place was filled by
" M. C. Lefler, who at that time was principal of the model high school
‘at the St,ate Normal School, T'aru, Nebr. The porhon of the study
undertaken by Mr. Colbert was never completed. -

The collection of material and tsbulation of results were divided as
follows: First and second congressional districts, Edith A. Lathrop;
third congressional district, A. Crago; fourth congre&ional district,
M. C. Lefler; fifth congressional district, R. T. Fosnot; the east half
of the sixth congressional district, F. E. Weyer. '

The final assembly of the studies of the various congressional
districts into a connected whole represents the gwodnct of four of the
five members of the committee. The chapter .on Age, Sex, and’

*  Nationality is the composition of Mr. Weyer: that of Education,
Mr. Crago; and Experienceand the Movements of Nebraska’s Educa-
tional Growth, Mr. Lefler. The remaining chapters, tables, graphs,
and editing of the bulletin are the contribution of Miss Lathmp..
She was chairman of the committee and was appointed assistant in-.
rural education in the Bureau of Education in August, 1916, Since
her appointment she has continued this work as a specialist of the
bureau, during which. time she has had the contmued cooperauon

. of Dr. Luckey and the committee. .

9 ..
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" CHAPTER 1.

MOVEMENTS IN NEBRASKA’S EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.!

More than three centuries ago civilizaZon first took root in this
country, and yet it has been scarcely more than 50 years since much
of the great Middle West lay without permanent settlement. Adven-
turers and explorers penetrated now.and then into the interior, but
\  the scattering trading points and mission stations were usually limited

to the well-beaten paths that followed t,he natural trails or near the

waterways of the country.

Pioneer Nebraska embraced a large area of this territory, extending
at one time from the north line of what is now the State of Kansas |
to Canada on the north and ‘‘all the way * * _ * f{rom the top of
the Rocky Mountains on the west to Minnesota and Iowa’ on the °
east.

Bellevue, the oldest town in Nebra.skn, was only a “Hittle village
of fur traders and missionaries ” when thousands of emigrants trav-
eled the great California-Oregon trails across the territory in their rush
for.gold atong the Pacific. Situated on the Great Muddy, evué.
has much historical significance, since here the early pioneefkmade
their first permanent settlement, and it was “expected that Bellevue
would be the capital of the State.”

As the Tetritory opened, it was only natural that Iowa should fur-

. nish &1u'ge quots of the first settlers. Lands could be bad for the
mere coming into them, and the Iowans had little distance to travel
in order to make such occupation. Many of these ‘‘picked out the
land that suited them, built a log cabin to hold it,” and then returned
to their formek homes where they continued to earn their livelihood.

But Iowa was not alone in contributing her best stock to the newer
country. Missour, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, New York, Massachu-
setts, and Indiana, 8l sent men and women of courage whose coming
meant the—
surrender of good homes and ‘the endearments of hadmd and friends in other com-
munities. The privations of frqutier life were volumarkly sought * * * bymen
and women who had the co wod spirit, * * * the best types of mankind
physically and mentally. The dgpendent, the habitually gregarious, never strike
out from parents, kindred, and cdjpfortable circumstances of pettled social life to .
challenge the hapdhip of the wilderhgss. Only civilisstion agd those breeds of men
capable of developa'ngutmngmdwid ¥ sad solf-reliance can ‘establish and mlinuun

. ‘(-','«'
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12 THE RURAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA.

i

EARLY 8CHOOLS.

Even before the coming of the first settlers there is indication that
schools had been thought necessary, and that some such opportunity
had been given to the children that were said to be at old Fort Atkin-
son prior to its abandonment as a United States fort in 1827. Inthe
missionary undertakings at Bellevue there is little doubt that educa-. ¢
tion. received special attention, and that these bearers of the Gospel
message brought the school and its privileges, primitive as they were,
to the Indians and half-breeds whom they sought to evangelize. The
Mormons, too, as they journeyed from Illinois to their Utah home,
spent the winter en route, at or near the present sites of Florence and
Bellevue, during which time schools were ordered and instruction
given to their children.

TERRITORIAL ORGANIZATION AND SCHOOL INTERESTS.

When the new Territory came to set up its own governmental
machmery it found it expedient to incorporate into its own body of
govermng laws a large part of that which had been successfully tried
in States a]ready eqtabhshed Settlers from Iowa were in substan-
tial ' majority in the first Territorial Assembly of Nebraska, and as a
result many of her provisions were adopted without chanoe . As'the
later growth of the Commonwealth has brought new condmons in

- thelife of its people, slowly the laws have been amended and modified
to pa.rtmlly meet their needs, and what is true of progressin the general -
affairs of the State is equally true in matters of educational interest.

' The institution of the school and its principles has always been stoutly
‘maintained in Nebraska. The first settlers bolieved in intelligence as
an essential in .good government and leadership, and were quick to
provide for the common-school system, whereby free educational

advantages might be secured. )

To Brownville, Nemaha County, belo‘ngs the distinction of havmg
the first public school in the Territory. The first school at what is

" now the city of Omaha is chronicled in the Records of the State

" Historical Society as being held in the basement of a brick church in
“the school year 1854-55.

At the initial session of the General Assembly of the Territory of
‘Nebraska, which met at Omaha, January 16, 1855, definite law was
enacted for the cstablishment of the “co\mmon school system.”
State supervision was here provided by giving to the State librarian

1" an additional salary of $200 per annum. The original compensa-

~ tion “of the librarian was $100 annually. The first schools were

i - houséd in'the cabin homes, and oftentimes taught by the mothers

' since’ it was difficult to secure qualified teachers.

E@?" %t?* The first- bmldmgs set:aside for:school purposes Were made of logs,

;;'.

f,wlnle.gthe rude benches nd other “fum;t.ure




EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. ' 13

native trees. As the population pushed into the prairie interior,
where timber was not available, sod became the chief material usad
in construction. According to the last report of the State superin-
tendent, issued in 1916, 104 sod schoolhouses still dot the plains of
western Nebraska.
In these early days books were few and terms usually short, the .

winter months affording the customary season. Teachers could not

- afford to spend their meager wages, and were accordingly received
into the homes of the different families where they ‘‘ boarded round.”

. THE DISTRICT BOARD IN EARLY DAYS. .

To the district board was given the power to ‘“employ all teachers
necessary:for the schools of the district, and to pay them by. draft on
the treasurer;*-although they were not permitted to overdraw the
teachers’ funds, and if the amount of this fund were insufficient, the
balance was to ‘“be paid by the persons sending pupils.” The
funds from which the “teachers wére paid were no part of the county
or district taxes, but, were raised by voluntary subscriptions among
“the school patrons.”’ :

The district board was comprnsed of three members, viz: Presi-
dent, secretary, and treasurer, ‘‘elected in each organized district at
the regular district meeting:’ These officers were often ‘‘hunters
.and trappers, having little knowledge of books.” However, before

' employ ing any teacher the board was empowered to “examine all
| applicants in spelling, reading, arithmetic, geography, history of the
* United States and English grammar, and if the applicant is found
qualified * * * may employ him.” The examinations were
| oral and not infrequently provoked heated argument between the
| candxdam and: the board as to the “‘right answer to a (given) ques-
tion.’
" “At the first election of county officers” a county superintendent
, was provided, but the compensation did not attract many to the.
office. Two dollars per day “for the time actually spent in the
performance of his duty,”” and payment at the rate of $2.50 for each
quarter section of school land which he could sell were specific pro-, g
visions of the statute for his remuneration. The latter provision
had the immediate tendency to direct the chief activities of the .
county superintendent from professional and supervisory functions *_
r to those of a legalized land agent. Thus local jurisdiction and con-
trol were quite supreme, and schools were operated very largely to
smt the wishes peculiar to each neighborhood. o

TEE 'rowwzsmp UNIT ADOPTED. RS “.E

In 1858-the nssembly deviated Irom the district pla.n by modalmg \
the school orgsmzauon after. that of the Iowa townshxp unit.: '{ﬁé‘.;j

5 S o change_fpronded t.hat “‘every"townsh'ip in any orgamzed7 “'“S'yl%

a

0 #_‘{




14 '~ THB RURAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA. .

the Territory shail compose but one school district for ail purposes
connected with the general intorests of education in the township
* * * and shall bo subject to the control and management of
the board of education,” but “tetritory within the limits of any city
or incorporated village” wus.excluded from the jurisdiction of the
township board, and placed under s governing board of its wn.
The “several (existing) school districts” continued to be regarded
as ‘‘subdistricts’’ under the direct control of the school directors,
who had authority éver local affairs, the employment and dismissal
of teachers, the supervision and inspection of schools, the taking of
the census, and the provision of sites and buildings. They could not,
however, exceed the amount ‘“distributable to (each) subdistrict in
. proportion to the enumeration of scholars resident therein, without
the consent of a majority of the township board of education.”’
The township baard was composed of a director from each sub-
district, and it was specifically provided that this member should be
the one ““who had been appointed clerk in his subdistrict.” It was
not the purpose that the township board should take over the duties
Peculiarly local, but rather that it should be “entrusted with the
. title, care, and custody of schoolhouses, sites, libraries, apparatus, or
other property.” They had the power to change or alter subdis-
tricts at any regular session, two of which must be held each year
according to the law in the months of April and October. No sub-
district could contain within its limits, except in cases where thoe
township board might reduce the number, “less than 60 scholars by
enumeration.’’

SCHOOL OHANGES ON ADMISSION TO STATEHOOD.

. “~The township plan continued until the admission of the Territory
as‘k«s_taw in 1867, when the district policy, modeled after the Ohio
law, mmuul%d This has continued as the unit of organization
up to the present time, although several attempts have been made
. %0 change to other unite., While there were well-recognized objec-
" tions to the district plan at the time of its adopsion, yet the sparsely
. -sditled condition of the State made the general features of the plan
. well suited to early conditions. In addition it"was argued that tho
:+ “number of school officers would act as a stimulus on the people”
- - &fid thus interest many who would otherwise have little concern for
' things edueational. - S :
F “'"Thé law created a board of three members for each district, the
,-personnel being denomiriated,‘‘moderator, director, and treasurer,”
= the powers and duties of each being definitely prescribed. o
. This aamae session passed an.acs ‘4o logste, eatablish, and endow

T b e z )

sua-Btate normal school. at; Peru,” being. the firs State.educational
- institution-suthorized, within,the jurisdiction.of thy new Common..
: 5 I .“ » . - D £ 4 - -_~ Mﬁﬂ?"‘ﬁ"”i’és :
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EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 15
wealth. About 70 students were enrolled during the first term whichis’
opened October, 1867. There were three departments: Normal,
seminary, and primary. Tuition and room rent were the only sources
of income in the first school. There were but two teachers and an
assistant. :

Changes in school legislation have for the most part been conserva-
tive, and of tentimes inadequate to meet the rapidly changing needs of
the State. In 1915 a drastic revision of the statutes as affecting
education was proposed in the form of a ‘‘school code,” but the bill
was defeated, except as a number of its less radical provisions were

_attached in the form of amendments to already pending measures.

S8CHOOL. FUNDS.

Nebraska, like Minnesota, Texas, and other newer States, is espe-
cially favored in having a large State school fund, which, in addition -
to local taxation and special-State appropriations, give ample means
for promoting the cause of education. It is probable that no one
foresaw clearly the latent possibilities for school welfare which the
policy of the United States Government, injtiated in the Ordinance
_of 1787, offered in its donation of thousands of acres of land ‘’known
as sections number 16 and 36 in every township.”’ Some, however,
had true vision that the future offered much for educational enter-
prise and progress. , : :

Those who had administration of affairs and the handling of these
funds were duly cautioned lest generations yet unborn should he
deprived of privileges and opportunities withip the reach of all, if
resources were only properly conserved. A eéction of the superin-
tendent of public instrliction's report to the Fourth Territorial Assem-
bly, 1857, is in point. It reads: . .

" 1f the school Iands are held intact; not sold too early or exchanged for others of lews
value, * * * this Territory will possess a school fund * * * which will give
to every son and daughter * * * agood practical common-school education. As
the achool lands are the busis of this prospective fund ® * * every citizenchould
he deeply interested in their preservation, and legislators will not hesitate to th\w
around them that protection which shall preserve them for all time to come.

In this spirit the Federal Government made its grant of nearly
three millions of aeres for school purposes upon the admission of the .
Territory to statehood. .For the most part the trust has been faith-
fully kept, but a defalcation, the one. great blqt on the history of
Nebraska school funds, caused a loss amounting to about one-halt
million dollars, none of which has ever been returned to the State. -:*
Over a million acres of this land have been converted intoeash through.
sale, the first appraised value being ‘‘not less than $1.25 per acre.” "
The total amount, derived from all salés now exceeds $8,000,000, the- 2
ipterest 9P Which is used for maintaining the public schools. . Thia

Ee N TOP
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“16 ¢ THE RURAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA.

together with réntals accruing from the 1,800,000 acres remaining
unsold, makes no mean fund. Incomes from rentals havo constantly
incressed. The.following figures indicate the growth:

2787

870, e $6, 727
1880 .o 127, 341. 72
1890 .ot 225,554.31 .
1900 . oot e 210,274. 72
TABM0. 321, 958. 90

The amount derived from the sales of lands was gradually increased

. from $64,964.87 in 186768 to $8,482,142.76 in 1912. By legislative

enaciment.in 1897 all school lands were withdrawn from further sale.

The total income from lands, bonds, warrants,. interest on loans,

peddler, game, and fish licenses and taxes collected for the biennium
1910-1912 amounted to $1,298,054.24. ‘

SCIIOOL TAXES.

"The first taxes for school purposes were smnall, the law giving the
county superintendent authority to levy the county schoal tax
amounting to not less than 3 nor more than 5 mills on the assessed
valuation of all property, real and personal. These funds were col-

. lected as other taxes and were ‘‘apportioned together with fines,

sales of watercraft, lost goods, and estrays to tho several districts on
the basis of the school census, providing cach district had raised
locally a tax of not less than 3 mills.” |
The lovy has steadily increased until now an amount not exceeding
‘‘in any one year threo and one-half dollars on the one hundred dol-
lars valuation as assessed and equalized” may be made available for
- school purncees.  Prior to tho annual meeting in each school district
the law provides that the trustees shall prepare an cstimate of the
~ amount sufficient to maintain school for the coming -year. This
amount, which is limited by certain provisions of the laws, must be
voted on by the.electors at the annual meeting, certified by the dis-
trict board to the county clerk, and the levy made by the county
. board on the assessed valuation of the district property.
.

MINIMUM TERM8 OF BCHOOL.

", Indistricts having *‘less than 20 pupils of school age’’ four months
. of school is imperative; in districts having ‘‘between 20 and 75
. _ pupils, inclusive,” eight months is the minimum; and in **districts
' having more than 75 pupils’’nine months is required by law.

TRAINING OF TEACHERS.

~From the edrliest days ‘attention hes been given to sccuring duly
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ed, and ‘prepared teachers. -The -district board; -the -county -
- supeiinténdént, sad’finally ‘the State,  throuh ite‘system of viiiform .
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_ EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 1

examinations, have, in turn, been entrusted with the power to
cxamine candidates and mdlcate their.fitness for teaching. But the
training of teachers in the sense of a special teacher for a special task,
as applied to rural schools, may be truly regarded as an innovation

too litt]e tested and tried to fully predict what the ultimate plan will

be in this respect. Doubtless many of the means now employed will

prove but evolutionary steps toward more comprehensive and effec-

tive method of training, .

R JUNIOR NORMAL SCHOOLS,

In 1903 the Nebraska Legislature, for the encouragement‘ of rural
teacher training, authorized the establishment of ‘‘not less than three
nor more than five junior normal schoels.”

Three of these schools were placed by law “‘in the school districts
of Alliance, McCook, and Valentine,” while Holdredge and North
Platte were designated by the State superintendent of public instruc-
tion as the other points for establishment.

No entrance charges were made, and anyone bf ‘‘good moral-
character and good physical health” could enroll, if ‘14 years of age,”
and possessing a ‘‘fair degree of knowledge of the common school
branches * * * obtained in the country schools, or the lower
eight grades of well-organized city schools.”

Terms were originally ‘‘not less than ten weeks,” held during the
vacation period ‘‘between the first day of June and thée first day of -
September of each year.”” In 1907 the law was amended changmg
the term ‘‘from not less than six nor more than eight weeks,”
providing that the number of schools should not be ‘less than ﬁve
nor more than eight.” In accordance with this new law, schools not
already located by the terms of the statute were plo,ced at ‘‘Alma,
Broken Bow, Geneva, North Platte, and-O’Neill.” -

The course of study was designed to parallel the work offered in
the elementary curriculum of the State normal schools. Satisfactory
marks earned upon attendazce at any ]umor normal could be offered. .
in licu of requirements of similar rank in the senior normals. The

- following subjeets are typical: Arithmetic, United States hmbosz‘

- theory and art, music, gramma.r physiology, geography, readmg,
metHods.

In 1913 the Geneva Junior Normal was closed but the seven other
schools continued on the work which they had been doing until they
were deprived of the State allowance. Upon recommendation of the--
State superintendont the 1915 legislature did not make appropna-
tions for further mmntena.nce, and a.ll were dnscontmued ‘

, noaos°—m—-2 -
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NORMAL TRAINING IN HIGH scw,&

While the organization of additional State normal “schools at
Chadron and Wayne probably lessened somewhat the need for the
continuance of j junior normal schools, the rapid rise of normal training
classes in daly approved high schools of the State was the real dis-
integrating force. Normal training in the secondary schools was
not a new idea when it was recommeinded for adoption in Nebraska.
The academies of New York State had very early proved the principal
agency in providing teachers for the common scheols; where as early
a8 1834 the “first direct act of * * * any legislative body in
the New World, providing for the professional tramlnv of teachers'’
was enacted.

Nebraska’s ﬁrst,‘law relative to normal training in authorized high
schools was passed in 1905, as & part of a law initiating & new system
of certification of all classes of teachers. The following is the pro-
vision for normal training:

On and after Sep(ember 1, 1907, no person shal: be granted a first-grade county
certificate who has not had at least 12 weeks’ normal training in a college, university,
or normal echool of approved standing in this or in another State, or in a State junior
normal school of Nebrasks, or in a high school of Nebraska approved by the State
superintendent of public instruction as being equipped to give sueh instruction. .

Section 8 of the same law is identical with that quoted above,
excopt that it deals with the granting of ‘‘second-grade’’ certificates,
and spocifies ‘‘ at least 8 weeks' normal training "’ instead of 12. .

At the 1007 session of the legislature, normal training high schools
were duly provided “‘for the purpose of giving teachers an oppor-
tunity to meet the requirements in normal training” as made man—~
datory in the certification law of 1905, alrendy cited. This act gave
the “superintendent of public instruction’’ the powor to “designata

~the high schools in which suck instruction shall be given" ‘nd to
““prescribe the conditions of admission to the normal training classes,

. the c. urse of instruction, and the rules * * * and regulations.”
State aid is given in the ‘‘sum of $700 for the biennium * * * ¢o
each school in which a class of not less than 10 is organized and ﬂ
instructed in accordance- with the provisions of this act.” The
report of the State superintendent for the year ending July, 1917,
shows 142 normal training high schools, with' an enrollment of 4,660

: pupxls drawing money from the State. .

-

.8TATE NORMAL S8CHOOLS. 3 !

When rformal schools were first introduced into this country they
wera intended solely to prepare teachers for the compmon schools.
Very early, however, in the history of Nebraska's normals pract.ncally
=9 all of the. graduat.ee began to find' placessin- the elementary depart-
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. board.6f eddeation of normal ‘achools tay deem necéssary to equip the student fo

EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 19 e

>

ments of village and city schools, where the demand for normal
trained teachers has constantly exceeded the supply. The result
hes been-that a very small number of persons have returned to the
rural communities to teach; and the establishment of new mormal
schools has only added to the stream of teachers entering the city
and town positions. ' _

In recent years the rural-life movement throughout the Nation
has brought a feeling among the country folk that the State normals
should send & reasonable proportion of their finished product back
into the rural schools with a training that fits them especially for
solving the problems of agricultural and farm life. . 4

In 1915 the first distinct legislation was effected making it obliga-
tory for all Nebraska State normals to furnish definite rural-teacher
proparation. The law is entitled “An act to provide a course in the
State normal schools of Nebraska for the training and the proper
certification of rural teachers.” It specifies that “there shall be
established in the State normal schools of Nebraska a course of study
for rural teachers”’ that— o
shall contain thorough instruction in the common-achool subjects, rural sociology,
management, and orgunization of rural schools, observation, consideration of how to
organize & rural school and make a schoolhouse a social center, manual training,
sanitary aciences, household economies, agriculture, and vocal music. The course
shall cover two years, and mature students may enter directly from the tenth grade,
and yipon completion of said course may be granted county certificates under the
rules to be prescrihed by the State superintendent of public instruction.

All Nebraska normals have estahlished courses in accordance with
this law. At Chadron, Peru, Kearney, and Wayne special rural
school departments liave been created and placed in charge of experts
along lines of rural life and education. ' :

Nebraske's latest step toward rural-teacher training was taken
by the last regular session of the legislature when a law was enactodJ
which makes possible the certification of certain classes of teachers
upon two-years’ training above the completion of thereighth grade.
This act is¢rogard®d by many prominent school people as & djs-
tinctly backward step In the maintenanee of standards for a more
efficient teaching body for the rural schools of the State. The
specific bill is House roll 350, entitled “An act relating to courscs

rural schools.”” The provisions of* the law as finally enacted are as,

follows: N L

There mny‘,!;z established in the Staie normal schools of Nebraska two courses of

The elementary course shall be two years in length and shall include thorough instruc- - )
tion in the common-school subjects, rural sociology, the msnagement and orgunization. .
of rural schools, manual tmining, domestic science, and such other subjects qq.t,lggL

-
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rural-school service. To enter the course the student shall be at.least 16 years of
age and have completed the eighth grade or its equivalent. On completion of the "
elementary course ho shall receive a rural elementary certificate good for three years.
This certificato may bo renewed by euc") further advanced study aamuy be prescribed
by the board of education of State normal schools.

The advanced course shall be two yearsin length. To enter this course the student
must have completed the elementary rural-schoo] course or its equivalent. This
courss shall contain such subjects as may be prescribed by thesboard of education of
State normal schools. On completion of the advanced course the stiMént shall
receive a first-grade rural-school certificate, and after three years of ex perience shill be -
entitled toa profeamona] rural State certificate good for life.

Teachers of experience and gmduntes of four-year high-school course may complete
the ad vanced rural course and receive the certificate upon passing such work as may
be prescribed by the board of education of State normal schools. The advanced
certificate shall also be valid in village and town schools as centemplated under the
school laws of Nebraska.

Each of the four normal schools of the State has established rural
school courses in accordance with the provisions of law- just rccntcd

.
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. RESPONSE. ’

Dt tho5;253-Nehbraska rural teachers included in this study 3,278

responded to the questionnaire. Table 1 indicates the totals and

percontages of teachers responding froy) each district. -The best

. record was made in the second congressional district, where 82.7

per cont responded.  Good records were made in the fifth-and firct

. congressional districts; where the responses wero 77.3 and«71.7 per

cent, respectively, Some counties made excellent records in the

petcontage of replies. Sarpy and Webster,-100 per cent; Kearney,

" 996 per cent; Saline,” 90.2 per cent; Adams, 90.1 per cent; Otoc,

89 por cont; and Brown, 88 per cent. The rosponso from the State
as & whole was 62.4 per cent.

‘all the rural teachers in the Territory included in the survey, the
data may be considered representative of the State as a whole. Some
reader may urge that those who answered the questionnaire wers,
by virtue of that fact, a selegled group and that the data do not
ropresent the lower range of distribution. A study of the various
counties where replies ranging from 100 per cemt to 3 per cent wero

assumed, then, that the data do not include any considerable con-

stant errors. R
TasLE 1.—Response and sex.

. Teachers employed. Teachers responding. "Pu el
Congressionul - —— d- | Raok
v district. [ * ﬁ'ﬁ" y
Msle. | Female. ' Fotal. | Male. | Female, | Total, 2 .
First............... 41 54 ! . as 36 408 4“1 7.7 | Second.
Second. .. . . - N 130 1N 1 2l 113 8.7 | First.
‘Thid ... 100 1,177 1,m 55 495 550 43.6 | Bixth.
Fourth...............|.........]oesnes * 88 543 508 61.0 | Fourth
Fifth. ASPierers s s e | o BB b e 1,801 1n? “811 924 71.3 | Third
8ixth (mt hAll) ..... 109 "2 1 05t 7 57¢ 648 6t.4 | Fifth,
Total. .........fe..oo.. I A 8,23 s 26l 3asil )
Percent.......[..........l...o DL DU [ I ] s
SEX. ¥ 2

Of the 3,278 teachers reporting 339, or 10.3 per cagt, ‘Were males.
There was 1o important’ sex varigtion between the conggesslonnl

' B
7 ” : ; N o A
ii § e e S

CHAPTER 1I. \

As the Nebraska st,udy is based upgn rophcs from 62.4 per cent of -

. reccived do not indicate that such is the case. It may beeasonably .
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" districts, though there was often a decided variation among the
counties of each district. The followmg gives the maxima and
minima varmtxons of male teachers in each district:

Male teachers in each congressional district.

1) .
Conntes. - | Per cent. Countles. l Ver cemt.

2430

_ Or, considering the first five of the lower seven Missouri River
. counties, it was found that Burt County had 1.5 per cent male
teachers; Washington, 9 per cent; Douglas. 6.3 per cent; Sarpy,
3 per cent; and Cass, 2.3 per cont. In some cases the variatiop,
especially in the western section, ma) be explained by the fact that

" COMDARATIVE NUMBER
OF MEN AND WOMEN TEACHERS

Pig.1l. ~

., many young men have within recent years gono there to take a
‘“Kinkaid homestead,” amd during the winter months these young
mon have found it possible to teach in a near-by school.

Concerning the permanency of these men as rural teachers, the
report from the first and second congressional districts is represen-
tative of conditions in the State.

" Otthe 39 mpomug on the subject of a life work (2 queanon asked later in the quee
tionnaire) only 15 mnen seid that they expected to continug teaching aud only 7 ex-
pocted to continue their work in the rural achoole. Of the 40 men teachers respond.
ing to the blanks, 27, or 67 per cent, were 21 years of age or younger. Since Bo large
8 per cent of these rural men teachers were little mare than boys of high-school age,

4t id quite probable thas thase who answered in the tﬂirmauvo relative to their life
work, would change their mmds after & few years.!

The followmg staushce show the history of the percentage_of men
teachers in Nebraska since 1870. Allowgnce must be made for these
. figures as they include both rural and city t,encheh The increase

i wuop ‘Statis ol m Runl'f‘ewb« n ehmm and ssmd Congmlon‘l Districes of Ncbnsh.
Fapa 1,

1 ]
4 s -

- z - - -

e j gl “f”‘ ’i
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of male teachers sincs 1910 may be explained by the introduction
of more vocational work in the lngh school which requires more men.

Por N
¢ cent

. male. fnp.
1870, o e, 49 51
1830 . e 39 81
1890 . .o SBRGE G aBaaBASE 0o S 7 B
1000 . e .21 e )
I8 e e 11 8
1) B 12 ]
LS S, T4 188

Since America’s advent into the World War the number of men
teachers has greatly decreased. When statistics on this point for.
Nebraska are made available for 1917 and 1918 the peroentage of
male teachers ‘will probably be far helow those cited in the above
investigations.

One member of the committes made a comparison of t.he number of -
married and single teachers in his district.’ .

Only 11 out of the entire group of 598 teschers reported thst they raemuned,
and of the 11, four were men. The majerity of the women who were married indi- ¢
catead that they were toaching becsuse it had been made necessary by farce of cir- .
cumstances, usually the desth or sicknems of the husband. The raral achool made it
possible for them to return to the “old home’ and there receive the touch of sym-
pathy and the ahare of thoughtful regard so much needed. One of the four men stid

he had a family of 12 chﬂdmlndthtmaddmmtohu-lwydﬂﬁpchmﬁhe‘
operated a farm of about 40 acres.?

AGE.

A comparison of the age tables, found in the studies of the various
congressional districts, indicated that the ages ranged from 16 t0 60
years, and that in this range every agd except 52 was represented,
Table 2 shows that 3,143 of the 3,278 teachers responded to the ques-.
tion of age. The groupings show that 50 per cent of the teachers -
were between 16 and 20_years of age and 38 per cent were between o
16 and 25 years. The median age Was 21.01 years’

- There was little variation in the age of the teachers over the State, .
the medians being as follows: First and second congressional dis- -
tricts, 20.48 years; third, 21.01 years fourth, 20.95 years; ﬁfth 21.1 .~
years; sixth, 20.97 years. -

" The fifth dxst.nct. had the widesy mngve of ages, and every age from - -
16 to 60 was represented except 48, 52, 56, and 56. The following

oy

* » counties did not report any beaohers over 25: Colfax, Pierce, tnd’ '..'

Butler. ?.
Miss Lathrop made a study of the compmtnve ages for .men md e
‘women teachers in the first and second districts. - L

Fifty-six per cent of tHe mien wete between 17 and 20 years; 81per eent betwoon
andzbyem, muhngnwnlofs’lpercentbetweanl‘lsnd %yuu. M%
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. cent of the women were between 17 and 20; and 39 per cent between 21 and 25,
"'m:kinga.toulolsspercentbetweenl7w25. '

"Mr. Lefler made a study of the age of teachers who were teaching
.- their first year. The following statistics based on the fourth district
* indicate his findings: o
. "One hundred and ninety of the 198 beginners reporting indicated their ages. The
range of ages was from 17 to 25 years. Median age for beginners, 19.8 years. Per
cent 17 years old at beginning, 6.8; per cent 18 yearsold at beginning, 22.1; per cent
19 years old at beginning, 30.5; per cent 20 years old at beginning, 16.3; all others,
i.e, 21 or over, 24.3. ’ g
When it is ramembered that the beginning clas constitutes 36.1 per cent of the
entire rural teaching force in the fourth district, it becomes at once appzarent how
really amateurish and inexperienced rural teachers are.! 0
‘No movement for rural-life improvement and rural-achoo! betterment can be logie- * i
ally pursued which doss not keep ever in mind the facts concerning the ages of
teachers employed. This qualification is inseparably associated with preperation
and experience, answers in very large part the feasbility of the teacher's cottage as
@ means of mlving the problems of the boarding place, gives a strong point to the
" apostle of conmlidation, denies in large measure the probability that the teacher
" can’become & real social leader in her community, explains in no amall degree the
" reason for lonesomenees, homesickness, and impatience, partially accounts for absence
from the districts over Saturdays and Sundays, shows how difficult will be the intro-
" duction and extension of agriculture and vocational courses, is an index to the ealary -~
, dilemma—in short, it enters vitally into every consideration which seeks the rejuvena-
tion and reconstruction of the rural achool in the interests of the country folk. While
it1s not & complete and sufficient'answer in itsel, it is always  large and important
- factor'and needs constantly to be remembered.! B
-~ This part of the report should be studied in connection with that
on- education as well as that on salary. The teacher, first of all,
must be well prepared for her special field of work. Because of the
. many- problems arising the rural teacher must be especially well
~ prepared, for even under the best supervisory systems, she-is left
.- largely to her own resources. For the teacher who makes the right
~ ™kind of preparation for her rural work, the age limit will largely
-~ take care of itself; and will be over and not under the 20-year mark.

-+ TaBLE 2.—Age of teathers.

.

T
Age.
16-20 | 31-25{ 26-00 | 31-35 | M40
m| | » 7 9
|l a 7 4 1
@ ;o8 0] 4
: i 294 7] 4 8|
m... L #M2| 3w 8. 2 11
{east Balh), .. w07)| ;) @ unl 5
T Totaheaieeeens 1,060 |.3,106 | 218 a|
$y, Peoant...... 0| 38 o 3
5 G — s TR “

a

73

t00 i Eha Fuiral Teaches 1 th : I = S
b ‘m AL - B‘b;‘:\! Yo~ "}3.&1’@"‘, . \‘.a‘gd?}'i";:-:s-.;m' X, ,al”.l?'
i LR 2 ._ -‘&?\i »,{, (.,,T‘. 3’,‘_‘

LR ;}l’(ﬁf‘%«‘ ; A

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



—_— " e

RESPONSE, SEX, AGE,-AND NATIONALITY. /-25i

NATIONALITY. s

Only 2,357 of the 3,278 tedchers reporting replied to the questlon .
usked on nationality.” The low percentage of replies on this item
is explained by the fact that the word nationality was omitted oa a
large percentage of the blanks mailed. Table 3 shows that of the
2,357 teachers reporting, 1,119, or 47 per cent, stated that they were
Ammc&ns The following assertion of Miss Lathrop relative to the.
nbsence of a definite standard for the term ‘‘American,” in the

AGE OF TEACHERS

0 30 40 50 60 T 80 S0 100%
16-20YRS 508
2r5YIRS
26-30YR5
- 5 =
OVER .
3 YRS

Fig.2.

answers received from the first and second congressional districts, is

probably charabteristic of all of the replies received on nationality:
= In answer to a later question in the survey, on where the elementary education
was received, several teachers named countries in Europe. The conclusion was that
these were foreign born, while the remainder were of foreign lincage. There was.
nothing to indicate whether the individual was one or more generstions removod
from this foreign lineage. The probability is that there was considerable ov: eﬂnppxng
in the answers, some answering \mencan " where the forelgn Mood v as cl*se and
others calling up & remote ancestry.

The term ‘‘mixed” in the table includes those whose Jancestry
avas represented by more than two nations and includes 13 per cent
of all the teachers. The ranking for the first five nationalities in
representation was (1) American, 47 per cent; (2) German, 13 per
cent; (3) English, 7per cent; (4) Swedlsh 5 per cent; (5) nsh [}
per cent. .

Of ‘the total white stock of. fomgn origin '(in Nebraska), which .. 3
includes persons ‘born' abroad and;also natives having one'or both ¥k
_pagents bom _abroad; )_Germany conti'xbumd 37.5 per cent}. :
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11.7 per cent; Sweden, 10.9 per cent; Ireland, 7 per cent; Denmark,
6 per cent; England, 5.7 per cent; Russia, 4.6 per cent; Canada,
4.5 per cent; Scotland, 1.6 per cent; Norway, 1.4 per cent; Switzer-
land, 1.2 per cent.

Of the total population of Nebraska, 53.9 per cent are native
whites of native parentage; 30.4 per cent are native whites of foreign
or mixed parentage; 14.8 per cent are foreign-born whites; and 0.6
per cent are Negres.!

In seven of the ninety counties foreign-porn whites constitute as much as one-fifth
of the population, the proportion being highest (23.8 per cent) in Colfax County. TIn

&1 cvunties, however, more than one-fourth of the population are native whites of
foreign or mixed parentage. the maximum (52.9 per cent) being that for Cuming

County !
Composition of Colfax and Cuming Counticz tn 1910.
(‘olfax County. Cuming County.
Linenge. | ; gt

Number.] Per cent. | Number. | Por cent.
14
Total popubstlon. ... ..oooo e 11,610 100 13,782 100
Native whitc of native parentage.. . ... ... ..., B ¢ o[+ 7 e 3,283 28 3,415 4.8
Native white of forelyn or mixed parentage ... ... e 5,607 48.3 .24 52.9
Foreign-born wlitose.o...oooiin il " 2,738 2.6 3,056 2.2

Computations made from statistics in the Thirteenth Census show
that in Cofax County 28 per cent of the popylation are native white
of native parentage; 36 per cent are of Austro-Hungarian birth or
lincage; 13 per cent of German; 2 per cent of Irish; 0.07 per cent
Danish; ang 0.04 per cent Swedish. In Cuming County there are
24.8 per cert native whitc of native parentage; 37 per cent of German
birth or lineage; 6 per cent of Austro-Hungarian; 5 per ¢ent Swedish;
2 per cent of Danish; 1 per cent of Irish? i :

Of those teachers reporting in Colfax County, 51 per cent were
Americans, 21 per cent German, 11 per cent Bohemian, and 3 per
cent Irish. In Cuming:County, 39 per cont wero American, 29 per
cont German, 5 per cent Danish, 5 per cent Irish, and 4 per cent
Swedish.* . .

The figures on foreign-horn white population in the Thirteenth Census of the United
States for 1910 for the first and second congressional districts show that those of German.
: birth outranked other nationalities in all the 10 counties of the two districts except

Pawnee and Lancaster. About 8 per cent of the entire population of Lancaster
County are Russian, either fureign born or natives of foreign or mixéd parents of Russian
extraction. This is due to the large Russian settlement in the city of Lincoln. The
table (for the first and second districts) indicates an absence of teachers of Russian
lineage. This can be explained by the fact that a very small percentage of the Rus-
sian population in Lincoln enter the high schisol. Thirty-seven per cent uof the teuch-

-

* Tirtesnth Census of the United Statee, 1910, Vol. 8, page 43. .
i ¥ rirlegnih Cénwas of the Unitod States, 1910. Vol 3, prige &3, Tabke 1.
T aCregm Stalds of the Rurdl Yedcher tn the Third Cobgresslonal District of Nebraska, Page 54,

“«
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crs in Washington County were of Danish extraction. A comparison of figures in the
Thirteenth Census of the United States({1910)indicates 14 per cent of the population
were either born in Denmark or were of Danish extraction. The Thirteenth Census
shows quite a large per cent of ioreign-born population from Austria, G and
Turkey in the 10 counties. The absence of teachers from these lineages is in
the table. This would indicate that, with the exception of Russia, chilfren from
parents of the north Furopean countries rather than frn south European are entermg
the teaching profession.!

It is interesting to note that some nationalities seem to be grouped in counti
localities. For example, Phelps County has 26 8wedish teachers, or a total of
_per cent of a.. the Swedos in the entire district, wlnle five counties (Chase, Front
Hall, Nuckols, and Red Willow) failed to report any.?

Of the 10,442 whites n*helps County, according to the Thir-
teenth Census, there were: Native American whites, 3,986, or 38.1
per cent; foreign born or foreign parentage (excluding Swedes), 2,176,
or 20.8 per cent; Swedes or Swedish parentage, 4,280, or 40.9 per
cent.> Fifty-two teachers in.all reported for Phelps County, and of
these 25, or 48 per cent, were Swedes; 14, or 27 per cent, were Ameri-
cuns; and the rest were distributed among the remaining nationali-
ties. a g a

These data are quite inadequate t» warrant generalizations, but they are at least
stggestive and -point to an interesting research study to determine whether or not the
*foreign elements of our population go intu the teaching profession in greater nuwbers
than do the native-born Americans. It is highly probable that the teudency for cer-
tain Luropean nationalities to turn to teaching in larger numbers than do Awmericans
is the result of the removal in this avuntry of rigid extension qualifications that make
the position of teacher 8o desirable in Europeyand give it true profesaional significance.
Foreigners look upon the calling as one of h and are quick to take advantage of the
*freedom that Americs offers to the teaching ranks.*

All nntionalities that are represented in the State were représented
among the teachers oxcept the following: Grecks, Ttalians, Russians,
Turks, Orientals, and Negroes.

It is interesting in connection with a stu({y of nationality to com-
pare with answers sliowing the reasons given for the difference -
between census and enrollment. It is found here that'27.6 per cent
of the answens given refer to parachial schools®

A very significant fact in this study is that over half of the rural
tenchers in Nebraska were of foreign extraction. " In the present
world crisis it is important to note that 13 per cont of the teachers
. were German and 3 per cent were Bohemian. But the problem is
even of greater xmportance in that the present conflict is revealing to
us that we have been lacking in'national spirit. It is difficult to have
it in a Commonwealth where there is an infusion of the language and
blood of many nations unless there is a very strong effort made to

! Lathrop. Btatus of the Rural Teacher in the First Congressional Distriet of Nebraska. U'age 2.
tFoanot, Status of the Rufral Teacher iu the Fifth Congressional District of Nebeasku. Dage3l,
S Thirteenth Census of United Btates. Vol 3. Page 63, B, o
. Sletler, MMthnwmintMthwmaNm Pagoa 184-385,
the c«pmmunmxmamm ‘mm
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socialize the different elements and weld them into a unified whole.
In this America has so far partially failed.

. The American public school is the one institution that can socialize
the many varied elements of our population.” But unless the teacher,
the center of ‘the school life, is filled with a practical patriotism, the
pupils will fail to catch the spirit of our national ideals and a love for
our national traditions. It therefore becomes evident how important
it is that the teacher be an American in sympathy, ideals, training,
and loyalty.

-
TaBLE 3.— Nationality.

\Iuml Nor
a8 I ver re-! Amer Ger- | En- |Bwed- Bobe- | Dan- wo
Z‘umber of distrlet.. !s d- jean, [Mixed.| pr glish. | ishe Irish. | ion. | ish, | Scoteh, glan,
< i . - ete.!
332, 10| «2) 2| = st a2 1 3 I o
13 . 50 16 19 ]....... 3 U P 12 |o.... ! 1
32, 16 8 72 2 23 21 28 12 2 14
149 58 15 8 15 10 17 2 3 3
01 48 28 97 66 55 34 4 17 28 25
510 215) 125 Hi 38 19 36 18] 10 3 1
i :
Total............ l2,97 11,19 302 20| 158 .125| 1211 37! 54 38 64
Percent......... 100 47 13 13! 7 3t 2 2 3
|

' And so forth inclnded French, Dutch, Welsh, Swiss, und Flemish.

RANKING OF FIRST SIX
NATIONALITIES REPORTED

QO 10 20 30 40 50%

AMERICAN
 MIXED
GERMAN

$7%

Y

\

| ENeLISH
| imisH

SWEDISH
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RESPONSE, SEX, AGE, AND NATIONALITY. . 29

SUMMARY.

The response for the Stato was 62 t per cent. The women com-
prised 89.7 per cent. The median agew 's 21.01 years. The number-
of responses on nationality was small. }rom the data given, 47 per
cent reported that they weie Americans. 'he highest four percent-
ages of nationalities were as follows: Germau, 31 per cent; English,
7 per cent; Swedish, 5 per cent; Irish, 5 per cent; while 13 per cént
reported scveral nationalities. These were classed under the term
*‘Mixed.” I
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. _ EDUCATION.

Iu the study of a school system, one of the first items for con-
sideration is the preparation and experience of teachers. The dis-
cussion that follows indicates the educational preparation and; to a
certain extent, the social preparation of the rural teachers" of Ne-

braska.
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION.

In the accompanying table, showing elementary education, it is
evident that 41 per cent of the 2,874 teachers reporting had less than
72 months of work in theselementary school. As the question called
for ““actual number of months spent below the high school,” this

- number may include some who made satisfactory preparation in the
" elementary work, as eight years of eight months each would. still

place a person in this list. And many pupils, in small classes, doing
almost individual work, would satisfactorily complete the work in
less than 72 months. The 41 per cent also included many of the
older teachers whose elementary work was very irregular. The
studies made in the different districts of the State show reports as
low as 17 months in elementary work. Thirty-four per cent reported
that they had 72 months in elementary work; 25 per cent reported
that they had 72 or more months in elementary work or had com-
Pleted the eighth grade. The studies made in the districts covering
the eastern part of the State, where {@r-ycar high schools are more
acceyiue indicategd that 70 per cent had completed the élementary
school preparation.

Tanve 4.—Elementary education of teachers.

-5 |T1ad more| Complet-
odad 72 | than 73 | ed of i
3 -0t | months, | gra

Number of district. . | report

,
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v
. BECONXDARY EDUCATION.

) Two thousand eight hundred and forty teachers reported on sec-
ondary education. Of this number, 58 per cent spent 36 or more
months in the work beyond the elementary school. This dues not
necessarily mean graduation from a high school or academy, but
does represent four years of training beyond the elementary work. =
Here, too, the per cont is hlgher in the districts comprising the esstern

half of the State.
»

TanrLe 5.—Secondary education of feachers.

& )

Had no Had9 | Had 18 | Hed 0

Teachers A Had loss 11ad more
Nuunbor of district. | ‘report. [*02MI8CY| “tpan ¢ | months | months | moaths | Had 36

months. or less or less | months.

g

L5 tian, than 18, | than T7 | than 38, I R
280 |, A 4 13 12 67 22 18
100 n 1 ) 4 1 13 45 3l
I Bl % 65 64 Y] 1
353 u 1 10 87 o 321 n
8B 1.......... b 5 130 1 441 2
561 60 9 8 108 85 08 15

2,840 102 ] n2 443 434 1,488 128
100 4 1 8 10}

EDUCATION BEYOND THE HIGH &CHOOL. "

The following tablo shows the replics of the teachers with refer-

ence to education beyond the high school: .
TasLE 6.—Education beyoud the high achool. )
| l ¥ ! Business and
No Norms. school . c"u"g"’;‘“‘ﬁg.‘"ﬂw" correspondene
. Teach-| edu- } la. -
Nambar of district. m([‘:n- g"‘(?:d - ERREE
ing. high One Not
schoal. | sum- | grado-
mer. | sted.
3 Kt 7
43 19 3 |.
253 107 #
153 [ ¢ 154 ]
164 10

70
179 120 1us

804 545 s
43 28 17

. . 14

The significant facts about the table are that 42 per cent of the
teachers reported no education beyond the high school; and that
one summer represented the maximum normal school educanon.
If this is-compared with the table showing ege and also with the
table showing number of terms taught, it ‘will be seen that a large
numbei of the teachers were immature, with practically no profes- .
sional training other than the one semester 'of pedagogy oﬁ'erdd HAm
. the normal tmining oourse of the hxgh sohool,z_ -and with no tr :
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or experience that would help them to adapt the work of the schopl

to the necds of the pupils or to do constructive work in the com-

munity.
WHERE EDUCATION WAS RECEIVED.

- The following table shows the normal schools whero the teachers
had received their education.” None of these schools, at the time )
the teachers attended them, offered courses especially fitting teachers

for rural work.
- A TabLE 7.— Normal schools attended.

.

Kear Fre- | Junfor

normal 1 Waype.| side

IR pa—

Number of district.| ersre~ | Peru, Ch’x‘ld' St. Paul,

50 28 2 ) £ IO
15 25 31 3
2 18 47 36 27
211 54 18 4 60
151 25 48 32 ...
1,001 a1 246 115 | 90
5 1 9

|

M 1 \bandoncd

EDUCATIO_NAL PREPARATION OF RURAL. TEACHERS

0. 10 20 0 40 50 60-70-80 90 100
72 MONTHS OR: T
MORE. ELEMENTARY
PREPARATION

36 MONTHS OR-. .
MORE SECONDARY
PREPARATION -

NO EDUCATION
BEYOND THE( -
HIGH SCHOOL

2%

'ONE SUMMER)
BEYOND Tue/
anu SCHOOL,

N Fia. 4.

.

o

* It is evident from & study of the above table that the selection of
a normal school was determined by residence. The teachers in the
first district usually attended Peru; those in the thn'd 2Wgyne;
and those in the fifth, Kearney; etc.

Two hundred seventy-two. teachers reported attenda.nee at col-
leges or umversmes. : Eleven per cent reported colleges outside the
Stpto.\ The. ramammg 89: per ‘cent meluded pracncally every colc
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»
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|
i
Ay N R
A. TYPICAL RURAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA.
Twenty-one years old; high-school graduate: one summer in normal schocl; two years'
experience. i
; »
L
¢
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. B ANEW.BURAL BUILOING STANDARD. IN AEL RESPECTS.. 1N COLFAX COUNTY, |
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BUREAU OF EDUCATION «BULLETIN, 1919, NO. 20 PLATE 4
-

4. A MERRICK COUNTY SCHOOLHOUSE. ¢

Built in 1912; heated by a furnace, and furnished with adjustable seats. ‘-

B. A CLAY COUNTY SCHOOLHOUSE.

A~ BulltIn 1873; 30 years ago it was also the sgcial and religious center of the neighbor-
hood.

3 '
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lege within the State. The followmg are rnnkmos for the highest '

five: Num. Pe
. cent.
Wesleyatto...oooovnvaeii L Po 60600000 0E0B000 3000000000098 00000 S 83 30
State University......oooviiiii i, B6060000000000608 6000 -83 . 30
Yorke . oo e 28 10
TIastings....ooineeeee e 6 60668606000000 60000 13 b
COMeT . e ot e, -8 ‘8

It was cloar, then, that theso teachers were NeBraska products
so far as their normal and college education was concerned. The
data also verified the same condltnon relanvo to their secopdary and

‘ elemcntnr_w, oducation.

SUBJECTS STUDIED.

Nino hundred fifty-three teachcrs reported on -the subjects they

- had studied. Theso represented the first, second, and third con-

grossional districts. The answers were very incomplete in most
instances. The tendency was to report high-school: and college
subjects rather than the subjects taught in the elementary school.
One interesting feature of tho tabulatlon was the great number of
subjects listed. The following .quotation is from Miss Lathrops
study of tho first and second districts:

These rural teachers had ‘‘studied at” about every subject mentioned in a univer-

“sity catalogue. There were the five essentials, the- vernacular, foreign languages,

natural and physical sciences, mathematics, history, the Bible, music, art, manual
training, domestic science, stenography, electricity, law and medicine. One bundred
and twenty-two subjects were reported in Douglas County alone. Lahcaster County
teachers enumerated '97 branches. Both of these counties reported 19 kinds of
history. . .

PROFICIENCY AND PREFERENOCE OF SUBJEOTS.

Replies upon proficiency and prefergnco wero tabulated from all

“but the third congrossional distriet. The range of subjects was as

comprehensive as the-list of subjects studied. The results of thoe
tabulation are assembled below for the first 10 rankmgs of subjects
in both proficiency and preference.

Profictency and prcfcrcnce of subjects.

Proficiency. Preference. .
—— % .

Subjeot. Numbor.ll’eroent. . Subject. Number. | Per eant.

v

1,84 - 21| Arithmetic.. . 1.013 b=}

1,887 . . 19| Grammar... 1,0 18

12§ R - 1,25 13

zg lg glstory.h.... l.%. lg
651 8 Physloﬁwg’;'.. « 4

433 5 | Agriculture. 332 4

26| 3|8pelling....... ..ol . ar, 4

The data .above warrant the statement that these. toachers folt\

- most. proﬁcxent m s.nthmouc and hked to teach it best.




NG

" 84 THE RUBAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA.

It is significant that 114 reported proficiency in Latin, 108 in all
subjects, 74 in modern’ languages, 21 in professional subjects,\9 in
nature study, and 115 in civics.

The teacher from Otoe County, who felt most proficient in zoology, had studied the
subject 5 hours a week for one semester, The ome most proficient in German was 17,
years old and had studied the subject one yesr in a high school that maintained 1
three-year cource. Similar conditions were found for those who felt proficient in
psychology, pedagogy, and other professional subjects.! . ,

" Inpreference to teach, it is also significant that 87 reported all sub-
‘jects, 29 home economics, 28 Latin, 12 modern languages, 27 nature
study, and B7 civics. In making a choice of subjects beyond the
rural school, teachers may have in mind the subject they hoped to
teach later.

EXPERIENCE IN AGRICULTURE.

In judging the preparation of teachers for rural work it is neccs-
sary to consider the experionces of these teachers in the industrial
activities pertaining to the farm. If rural children are to be taught

theso activities rather than a superficial textbook knowledge of them. -
If the work of the rural school is to be vital in the lifo of the children, it
must first be vital in the life of the teacher, and this condition can
become true only through experience. !

Table 8 shows the experience in agriculture. Of the 3,278 teachers
reporting, only 1,343 wore impressed with the importance of this
question to such an oxtent as to make a report. . Of "this number,
only 21 per cent said that they had actual experience in agriculture,
and only 51 per cent of the number reporting ‘“‘yes,” mentioned
actual work on the farm. The answers indicated. that the teachers
had only a limited amount of training for work in agriculture. This
data should be compared with that showing sex of the toachers, in

~Chaptér II; with that showing years lived in the country, in Chapter
VII,and with the data,’in Chapter 1V, telling those who expected to
continue teaching in rural schools. Ninety per cent of the teachers:
were'women; 36 per cent had lived from. 1 to 20 Years in the colntry,
and 43 per cent stated that they expected to continug teaching in-tho
country, and only 21 per cent said that they had actual experience in
agriculture. These are the teachers who are to vitalize the work in

D% L.

 Lathropn, 8tatus of the Rural Teacher in tha First and Secand Congressional Districts. Page 70.

b

-F

in terms of rural life activities, toachers must have an experience of

the rural schools, and to teach boys and girls in<terms of country life.




o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

|
F. — - - 5 s

EDC¢ ATION. 3% -
. TasLt 8.—Erperiente in agriculture.
s Have you had actualexperience
in agriculture?
i ' Numbef ofdistrict. c
¥ Yes. | Na
% M
8 x
.q an
a7 154
n Y
68 188 .
2| 1,00
a1
EXPERIENCE IN DOMESTIC SCIENCE..
Only 1,593 teachers, out of 3,278, answered this question. The ~
} tuble indicates that only 28 per cent reported any experience in this
line. From a study of the answers the nature of the work seemed to :
be largely in the home. Thirty-four per-cent, or 154 teachers, of those '
answering “‘yes’’ reported that they had studied the subject. . About
oue-third of this number gave the amount of school time spent in’ the
preparation of the subject.  This was one year or less for 74 per cent
of the teachems- reporting.
y : Tasre 9.- Experience in domestic acience.
k N
L Nusmber of district. N . ;:‘;‘;:’ﬁ: Yes. No.

728 5 178

43 1§ ]

. 47 55 2
n 13 108

394 129 23

am 9l it

1,60 ®3 1,140

" 100 7 1M

- EXPERIENCE IN MANUAL TRAINING.

In Table 10, showing experionce in mahual training, it is not sur- _
prising, when the sex table in Cijapter I is kept in mind, to find that "~ |
ouly 10 per cent reported experience in this lino of work. Here, again,
the amount of training and experience is seen to be very limited. It .-
is interesting to compare this and the preceding table with those -
in Chapter VII, showing the number who do work in their schools in
manual training and home economics, the number who serve hot
lunches, and the attitude of the teachers toward these subjécts asa
. partof the rural-school work. These tables indicate that a verysmall
- - percent of the boys and girls in the intermediate and grammer grades -

. evidently more fmportent that they should be prepared 0.
.. - cightirgrade examinations in the academic subjeots. - =~

e L N e SR
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TaBLe 10.— Experience in manual training.

Number ol district. mﬁﬁﬁ? *Yes. No.

] 300 30 264
Second . T 7 a3
1 .. 825 30 405
] . 380 50 %0
1 556 65 91
8txth (east half) 37 » 348
Total 2,218 227 | 1,991

%0

100 10 I

Seventy-one per cent of those who reported experience in manual
training stated that this experience was in school. Ninety-ono per
cent of those reporting ““yes’” stated that this instruction was one

year or less.
o BEXPERIENCE IN SOCIAL SETTLEMENT.

Table 11 shows that 92 per cent have had no experience in social
settlement work, and replies to this question show qulw & general
failure to grasp the meaning of the term.

From overy platform of rural life confercnces and from the printed pege offering
auggemom for the betterment of the country is hdard the call for rural lmdorahlp
Exploiters and ill-informed persons are going up and down the country urging that the
rural teacher becomse this community leader, without taking into consideration who
the real rural teacher is.}

"TasurR 11.—FErperience in social settlement work.

Number of district. o | reraciom | No. | Yes
313 | 01 H
: 72 [Y 7
g . - 80 537 12
= 396 348 48
b 563 t 513 50
q ™ 347 a
2,200 | 2,21 1%
S 100 ! ;]
b |

The nature of the experienco was througlr churches, c]ubs, sottle-

,menta and study. : . .
3t - : OBRTIFIOATE HELD. :

ghm tirat 68 por cent did not have a certificate bottor than the county

- gecond grade.” The following subjects are required by law for a

aeeond-gude oartificate: Orthography, reading, penmanship, geog-

: Faphy, mthmetxc. physiology and hygiene, English composition,

Englmh grammar, Urited. States history, civil government, book-
hep’ ) blackBoarsl drawing, thgory and art of toaching, and agri-
' - iLastwop. . muwwmmnmm wwcmwmww s,

e e

AT q - .
.,'“ N Table 12 shows the kind of certificate held. It will be scen from

'«hvﬁ oYY N < i e ¥ Wit
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culture. As A professional requirement the law specifies that a
- toacher must havo eight weeks’ normal training or one year of teaching
oxperience. In many of the counties of the State, the third-grade
certificate is not accepted, so-that. the second-grade certificate
virtually ropresents the minimum requirement. It is significant that
61 per cént do not have more than the minimum requirement.
In this number, however, are many high-school graduates who are
teaching their fist school. It will be seen by looking over the '
.requiroments for this second-grade certificate that the a
trammg is really the least possible that will fit for the sub;octss%aught
in tho rural schools, the professnomtl training is very meager mdeed
and is very inefloctive when given to girls as immature as the age
table in Chapter II.

MONTHS TAUGHT IN RURAL SCHOOLS

The first, second, and fourth congressional districts only are '
included in the returns for this item, with a total of 1010 teachers -
reporting. Of this number, 38 i, or 38 per cent, show from ono to
10 months of rural toaching exponenco, 227, or 23 per cent, show
from 11 to 20 ntonths of'such experience; 164 or 16 per cent, 21
to 30 months; 96, or 10 per cent, 31 to 40 months 64, or 6 per cent,
41 to 50 months, 22, or 2 per cent, 51 to 60 months; 14 or 1 per cent
61 to 70 months; 13, or I-per cent, 71 to 80 months; and 25 teachers,
approxima y 3 per cent, show from 81 to more than 121 months
of rural teadhing experience.

*When the results of this inquiry are compm‘ed wnth those of the
following table, which indicates the number of rural teachers who .
have had teachmg experience in the grades of village or town schools,
it seoms clear that the country is the ‘* training camp’’ for town md
city teachers. In the first and second districts 419 teachers said
they had had more or less rural teaching experience, but only 71
teachers in those two digtricts have had any ‘“‘grado school” ex-
perience in village or town. In the fourth district only 54 teachem,
9 per cent, said that they have had village or town experience.
Accordmg to the data 61 per cent of ull teachers roporting rural
e’(penonce show that this is gained in gne or two terms of country
school téaching, ranging from 1 to 20 months in time. The median
number of months taught in rural. schools was 16.28 months, for
the first, second, and fourth districts.
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TaBLg 12.—Certificate held.

. 88 THE RURAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA, o

. the secondary schools; and 42 per cent had no preparation beyond

/in agriculture, 28 per cent experience in domestic scicnce and 10

. .no experience in social service. Sixty-one per cent hdd\ a county
. second-grade certificate.

s

T
County. City. | State.
e . S — .
8ec Fi It;m
gepcy - &t o
IThird ond. | First.| pope r“' grade. |9lonal
N A N i .
121 302' 90 ... l 3
1 74, 2800000 2
20f 312, 100 ... oo L2000 f 7
23 wl 174 | 7
8| 639 226 ¥ 11
W0¢" 404} 121 2 5
411,98 K9 o] 3
1 61. 26 m i 2
b i I R R
1 \lmostlprrwnt
SUMMARY. . <

*The data given in the chapter are summatized as follows: Forty-
one per cent of the teachers had less than" 72 months' preparation
in the elementary schools; 56 per cent had 36 months or more in

the high school. Thirfy ‘per cent had attended normal schools
or college one summer, and 23 per cent had attended from six months
to three years. Four had been graduated from normal school and
fout from colleges or universities. The teachers had received their
education in Nebraska institutions. The list of subjects studied,

for the most part,” comprised those of the high school and coll(we
rather than the clementary school. The list was very compre-
hensive, containing about. every subject listed in a universjty cata-
logue. The teachers [..t most proficient in arithmetic and also
liked to teach it best. Twenty-one per gent reported cxperience

per cent- experience in manual training. Ninety-two per cent had
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CHAPTER 1IV.
EXPERIENCE.

The movement to secure a more efficient and better quahﬁed
teaching corps for the rural schools of the Nation has, in thé main,
stressed the need for a more adequate and extensive academic fitness.
A scholastic preparation, adapted-especially to the demands of rural
life and the country schwool has afforded the center about whichmost
training-school programs have been made. There are schools, how-
ever. where actual “cxperience in teaching'’ has been accorded a real
and vital place in the modern scheme of rural-teacher training.
 Doubtless the future will find ‘normal schools, normal training high -
) schools, and other training agencies making larger use of the affiliated

rural school as a laboratory. where actual school problems may be

experienced at first hand by teachers in training, under the expert

guidance of those specially qualified and fitted to give such dijrection. .
\ Experience, however, as comprehended in the present chapter, im- "

plies little or no expert supervision, but, on the contrary, represents the
efforts of the teacher as measured in point of ““time spent,’’ to work
out alone-in the school of “hard knocks” the multitudinous problems
with which she finds herself confronted. Here, indded. is necessxty,
again, the mother of invention.

TOTAL NUMBER OF TERMS TAUGHT.

Out of a total of 3,278 teachers who made response to the question-
naire for this study, 2,926, or 89 per cent, indicated the total number
of terms taught. Of this number, 58 per cent, or 1,700 teachers, hdd
taught from one to two terms. The data are not clear, however, rela-
tive to Iength of terms. The beginners were 988 of all the teachers’
reporting, and represented 33 per cent of the total. Six hundred and
seventy teachers, or 23 per cent, gave three.or four terms, while 10
per cent, or 293 teachers, showed five or six terms of experience.
The remaining 9 per cent were classified as follows: 121 persons, 4 per
cent, with 7 or 8 terms; 76 persons, 3 per cent, with 9 or 10 terms;
and 66 persons, 2 per cent, ranging from 11 to 85 terms. Five teachers
reported long-time experience, twa answering that they hvfd taught
28 terms, two 30 terms, and one 35 terms.

As already pointed out, there was nothing to indicate just the

amount of timje actually included in a Y“term.” Some doubtless had .

 in mind short hool periods of three monthsor more, while solne -

ﬂ doubtless made word” “‘term”’ synonomgus with- a. “year. .
Miss Lathrop notes in' her portioz of the studjon the:status of the. ..
.rural. teacher in N ebraska that “some yea.ra agqgt was very commo RY!
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for the school year in the country to be divided info three terms,
designated spring, fall, gnd winter. Quite likely most of the teachers
past 40 had experienced the three terms per year schools. The custom
of dividing the rurhl school year into separate terms has practically
disappeared in Nebraska.”
" The median number of terms, for all teachers ‘reporting, was 1.85.
Mr. Weyer’s study of the sixth district, a typical section of western
Nebraska, points out that mest of the teachers who had taught more
~ than 10 years were either holding homesteads or had gone back to
- teaching as a means of livelihood after marriage. In thissame part
of the State school terms are increasing in length, made possible
through State aid. to the weaker districts and a demand that the
school term be lengthened: a s ’
Table 13, 'which follows, shows the distribution of teachers by

Tibnd districts, relative to the number of terms taught:

TABLE 13.—Total number of terms taught.

Number of terms.

: i Teachers i *
Number of district. reporting, 2] | n
1-2 | 34§58 | 7-8 910 [11-1213-14/15-16:17-1819-20 21-22| and
. over.t ¢
322 | 181 | 78| 32 8 4 5 3 1],
82 35| 18( 13 8 [ P 21.....
550| 303|126 64} 20| N $ 5 2
58| 3431138 60| A4 ( 17 5 4 4
812 | 503|187 | 67| 30 7 4 3 .
882 | &5 (13| 87| 31| 12| 5| 3f «
2,920 1,700 (670 | 208 [ 121 ] 78 LM 19] 12
. 00 58| 23| 1] 4f 3 2
t; o ! Two, 38 terms; two, 30 terms; ons, 35 terms. ¥ ’ cos
. Median, 1.85 terms. A
L . Y

TOTAL NUMBER OF MONTHS TAUGHT.

A total of 7,126 terms was returned by all teachers, exclusive of
.. those in the third congressional district. For the same number of
" .teachers, the total number of months taught was 51,320, making an
" average term length of 7.2 months. .

. " Table 14 gives the returns, tabulated by congressional districts.

o TasLE 14.—Total number of months taught.

BEe

T%g Total
number of | number of
terms

o Number of district. n | monts
. . '3 n
B 5 : ’ - all Mm.mts.dwym

N R s
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TAbLE 15.— Months taught in rural schools. .

T

. -, | Teachers 'y I~ | a1- 31| 41- | s1- | 61~ p7a- m-lm- im- l m-! 121
Numter of Aistelct. | poporting. 21| 20 | 30 [0 |50 |60 | 70 | %0 | 90 ! 100|110 i | snd
s 1 C . i ! ‘more.

R

. - i
First and socond. ... 419 ' 162 | @2 ! 7 T2.2p.30 10 2
Fourth............0. Cos 23S ] 2| B4 37118 7] 12) 47 4 4| 2. 2
PR Y SEN RN, JUUL N S, MU S, S —— L
Total.......... 1,010 | 38 mtm 90: 2| 1|3 6 6l 5 3i 3
Percent....... 100 38| 23 | 16| 10: e 201 1 ' .3

Median, 16.28 months.
E)'IPERIE.\'CE-—VII.L.\GE AND TOWN SCHOOLS. \

It is apparent on the face of the returns tl?.t- \'illages:, towns, and
cities do not send _their teachers in any considerable numbers to the
rural school. Out of a total of 3,278 teachers responding to the
questionnaire, only' 193 for the entire State reported village schoo
teaching experience. This is slightly less than 6 per cent. Out of this
number, 26 teachers, or 14 per cent, gave less than one year of village
experience: 130 toachers, or 67-per cent, had the advantage of from
one to two years of such experience; and 23 teachers, or. 12 per cent,
reported three to four years. The remain'mg 14 teachers,'7 per cent .
of the ‘total, gave village and town experience ranging from 5 to 12
years. :
Eighty-eight persons, somewhat less than 3 per,cent of the total,
claihed town or city teaching experience. The distribution for the
number of years of such experience was as follows: 14 teachers, 16 per
cent, less than one year; 47 teachers, 54 per cent, from one to two
years; 14 teachers, 16 per cent, from three to.four years; and 8 teach*
cers, 9 per cent, from five to six years. The remaining five teachers
had town or city oxperienco rungmg from 7 years to a maximum of

13 years.
TABLE lﬁ.—Erpcrimrz——-villagc and toun schools..

1H

Towns.

Number of dis- Num- . jcars: Teach-
trict.




e

THE RURAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA.

viction that the rural school afforded larger opportunity for scrvice
and development. Thprv is evidence, however, to pomt to the fact
hat such movement Tn a rural direction as is found is largely the
result of circumstances, following failure in village or town schools,
farm demands on the home place, retirement on account of sickness,
or death in the family, etc.

42

1
EXPERIENCE —GRADES IN VILLAGE AND TOWN SCHOOLS.

Out of the 57 teachers for the first, socond, third. and sixth (east
half) congressional districts whe reported that they had had teaching
_experiencg in the grades of village or town schools, only 44 indicated
the exact nature or level of this experience. The primary grades
were credited with 11 teachers, or 25 por cent of all t]lmo mnl\nw
roply. Twelve_persons, 27 per cent, gave intermedinte ‘grade ox-
perience; le_persons, or 37 per cent, grammar-grade experienca: and
3 persons, 7 per cent, high-school experience. %m‘ teacher had been
a ‘‘principal,” and nnother indicated pravious teaching in a univer-
sity position.

In the fourth district there wore 19 teachers who gavo the grades
in which they gained their “town or city e\pononve " the most of
these saying ‘ ‘intermediate” or ‘‘grammar” grades. One tenciner in

« . this district counted experience in a “*normal practice school, . while
another gavo the answer ‘‘high-school teacher of German.” TIn the

* fifth district, Mr. Fosnot found that—
tWO bad had primary work; two the second primary; one the' clementary work; throe
had had grades four, five, nnd six; one had taught grades five apd six. four hmlruueht
- the grammer or seventh and eighth grades; one had had work in the high school; one
had been with the Northwestern Businces College at Beatrice: aml one had been u
supply teacherin New Mexnco
TaBLE 17 -—Frpmrv -gradu in ullng(- and toun schools.
Grades. N
- * Teachers| .- P e
Numbor of district. rolport- . int o it ' l _l - 7T oo
ng. nter- fume- H . : Jg
, ‘ i 5 [ primerr plitte | Gner, sehool. ; ci:»:ll.. ¢ sr:'lt\-‘.r
5 o . — . R
i 9 ! 2 1
3 1 1 !
7 7 4
12 2
«| T Tn 12
100 2 b
L TENURE IN POSITION. .
%, It has been pointed out that one-third of the teachors +f Nobraska
R were begmners and were therefore teaching their first schools. -A
%< total of 1,061 teachers showed a teaching experience in the same school

d&gct.mgmg from 2 to0:11 termis.. The distribution was. As, follows
Six bundred; Jsud MY-MYQII» or %Mtesnt, 1o, the,
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taught 2 torms in thosamo district ; 261, cr 25 per cent, of theteachors, -
3 terms: 98 toachers,or 9 por coni, 4 terms; 37 teachers, or 3 per cent,
5 torms; 16 toachers, of 2 par cont, 6 tarms; and the remaining lpor
cont, from 7 to 11 terms.

In the’sixth district (east half) the average number of torms in the
same school district was 1.1 terms; in t.ﬁe fifth district it was 10
months; in the fourth district the average was 2.1 terms; in the thind
district it wns 12,14 months; and in the first and second congressional -
distriets “‘nonrly 33 per cent had taught in consecutive districts,
ine ludmr» a pormd of from 2 tn 10 terms. 91xt_v~sc'von per cor ( had
chamged locations every vear.’ >

TapLe 18, — \umbu of teachers m cach county who havedaught in the same district the
fullou 1 ferma,

Six Rv\onj Flgm Nine Ten 'Flo\pn
terms.: lerm&‘ terms,

"l‘m‘en w o |’I‘hrw‘ Four |
repor(ln;: ma, termqlus‘mn

Five
tcfmn

Nuinher of district.

terms, lums torms.

m' sy o3|

I
First . 1p 3
Sacond || 32 18 7 4. 1.
Third. ! 128 %6 36 40
Fourth : 251 17 37 20 | 4
tho .. . 403 [ 192} 117 R n
Sixth (ea<t hulf)....; ns| 7 0 1| i
Toal... ... L081 &7 9m | es|  an
L 9!

Percent...... 100 60 ' L

EXDED/E‘NCE IN TEACHNG ,

0 10 20 30 4 5 5F_ 79
NOWHOSEE\’DEDIENC[' -

WAS NOT MORE
THAN 2 YEARS

80%

WHO HAD TAUGHT
THE SAME
TRICT 2 TEFRMS

NUMBER WHO
EXPECT TO
CONTINUE TEACHING

NO WHO EXDECT
TO CONTINUVE -
IN RURAL WORK

* . Fig.s

(‘()NTKNUANC.E IN TEACHING PROFESBION.

Out of & total of 3,134 teachars in the Stale, there werd 2,322 who

- expressed their purposs to continue in tho work of teaching. Thiswas "
74 per cent of these replymg. Another 10 per cent, ropresonting 299~ "
]orsons, were ‘“‘undecided,” while 513, or 16 pcr cent, indicatod their
intention to discontinue toadnng There is iothing in the }Iﬁorma”
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~Of the teachers roporting on “plix to continue’’ in teachmg,
..2,290 made clear the kind of work anticipated. "Only 43.per cent,
984 teachers, elocted the rural school; 2 per cent said “undecided.”
_ Tho remaining 55 per cent looked forward to positions in the-grades,
or special departmonts cf villagg and city schools. The follewing
tubula.tnon indicates the dlstrlbutlon of werk sought:

984 teachers, 43 per cent—rural .
364 teachers, 16—grades (not differentiated).
. 835 teachers, 16—primary.
91 teachers, +—intermediate.
68 teachers, 3—grammar.
181 teachers, 8—high school.
166 teachers, 7—special subjects.
49 teachers, 2—undecided. ’ ' °

o

- One teacher lookod forward to collogé' teaching and another to
becoming a special suporvisor of masic, ) v

TABLE 19.-~('ontinuance in lmch’u/.

. E Purpose. Line.
b
o .
i . T T T T
. N S =g - ] X .
Number of district. E 1 : E ég: I 9 g 5.l E] E 2
£ g |25 |5 18|2 sZ(ESi 8| % §
§¢ |03 182 6 E\g glg%|s%|Elg|8|g -
- |4 D e &2 < e [& | |&;d .
—_—r— i — ———— — ———— =
43+ 319 58 i 57| 304 123! 76 i 52| 13) 25).....]..... 13 2
14 91 n i 121 1 431 8| 17 41 151..... O . TN PSRN I
393 | 108 21| 396 ; 101 761 74| 47 1 loeaadloogao 8 2|.....
5171 4320 87 skl 4arf1x| 51| &2] 27| 49| ;@ 13 5] 10]|.....
898 | 601147 71| 633[251 | 6r| 94| 50| 657 44 | 39] 21 3 | 4
54 402|102 80| 425)1050 92 38| 40| 10{ 24| 28).....[..... 12
3,134 12,323 | 513 | 209 (2,290 '984 | 364 [ 355 | 181 | 185 | 01| 65| 40 17§ 16
100 | 18! 10| 100{ 43 i 161! 18 8 7 4 3 2 i .
4

SUMMABY

The medw.n numbr of terms taught was 1,85, The average length L
of term, computed for all districts, excepl the third, was 7.2 months. '
The median number of months taught in rural schools (computed for
threo districts) was 16.28. Only 281 of 3,278 teachers reported
experience in village and town schools. The maximum length of
time for both village and town schools was from one to two terms.

. Only 44 teachers reported the grade of e‘(perlence in village or town.

Twenty-five per cent of this experience was in the pnmary grades, 27

per cent in tho intermediate grades, and 37 per cent in the grammar

grades. Of the 1,081 teachers who reported teaching in the same

district more than oao year, 60 per cent had taught two terins in the

= same district. On their purpose of continuancéain {he profession
. 8,134 teachers reported. Of this number 74 per cent expressed a |,

l desu'o for continuance. Forty-throe per cent of thoge repori mg on’
»"f‘ the lmo of wprk to be followed selectad the Tural, school
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CHAPTER V.
THE BOARDING PLACE.

COST OF BOARD AND ROOM.

Table 20 shows a compilation of the data secured from the various
congressional districts on the cost of board and room. The reports
for the first, sccond, third, and fourth congressional districts are
grouped togéther and form Dnvmon A of the table. This was done
for tho reason that these districts reported the yearly cost of board
and room. The results from the fifth and sixth congressional districts
gave the monthly cost of board and room. These tabulations are
grouped in Division B of the table. The total number of teachers

‘responding from the first, second, third, and fourth congressional

districts was 1,704; 1,643 of these reported on board and room.
This was 96 per cent. Three hundred and twenty, or 20 per cent,
&f these teachers lived with parents or relatives where board and room
cost nothing. One interesting feature in the tabulation of this item
was the great variety of prices paid for board. The extremes werea
minimum of $5 and a maximum of $300. Often explanations fol-
lowed where the amount was unusually low or unusually high. Somo
times the small cash value was increased by an addition of labor.
Often the small amount peid for board represented board paid during
the winter months when it was impossible to drive back and forth
from school and home. A teacher who paid $54 for board added:
‘‘Help milk and get supper.” The teacher paying $300 supported.
two childron. One said: “Give my mother $5 a month.” The
median for the year for those paying board was $114.80. (Table
20, Division A.)

TABLk 20.—Division 4— Yearly cost of board-and room ( four districts).

. |ermre | Now- '
port- | B | 896 or| $97- | $107- | $117- | $127- | $137- | $147- | $157-| Over
Number of district. g on| Board} ‘o " | $106, | #116. | 8126, | $136. | $146. | $156. | #166. | 166,
’ cost of |1, yme, .
board.
Flt's':i and second.. 543 104 o} l(l) {g gg % :.; g g * lg
s| 132 s8] 3| s1| 18 3| 8
19] s12| 21§ us| 1 28 17 2
,1 25 13 1178 1 1] 1
RGN FSNESS SR PN, L PN EICUS S
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$109.51; and the sixth, $98.15, Mr.- Lefler found the
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* Tasue 20.— Diviston Ii——Monlllly coat of board and room (two districts).

: ! | Nusmber | g
- Number of district. | IR Board o 8 or dess| $9-810. | $11-812. | 313814, | s15-s16, | 317and
. oL~ home, - over,
board. .
| ’ .
Fiftho.... ... 8%7 20 8 48 21 160 174 56
Sixth {cast halte. . 611 0| ir 85 197 13 | & 18
N _
Total. . .,...... 1,408 319 18 133 418 21 261 H
Percont....... ¢ 100 21 1 9 28 18 18l . 3

Median for Lhose puylng board —$14.42,

Of the 1,574 teachers from the fifth and sixth congressional dis-

tricts 1,498, or 98 per cent of the entire number, responded on
monthly amount paid for board. (Table 27, Division B.) . The
inonthly amount paid for board for thesa teachers ranged from $7 to
324. The median was $14.42. In the studies from the various cori-
gressional districts the average was computed rather than the median
exeept in the fourth congressional district, where*both an' average

‘and median were derived.

According to the studies on the separate congressional districts,
the yearly averagoe for the first and secomd congressional districts
was 81'11.8§; for the third, $112.88; the fourth, $114.66@he fifth,
dian for
the fourth congressional district to be $112. Tt woull seem, then,
that the median of $114.80 found on four congressional districts is a
represontativo estimate for the State as a whole.

MON;THQ UPON WIHICH BOARI)iWAS PAID,

In the first and second cangressional districts tho tebulations were
given on tho number of months upon which board was paid as well
as the aggregate’number of months. The results are indicated,

below, - s
: TasLe 21.— Months wpon which board was paid.
— Tolal . | \ I
ot ers '
Threo Plve 8ix | Reven' Eleht Nine
Distriets. ¥ !m%hf;. rep(l){ing months. | months. | months. . months) | manths. | months.
i motiths, . 'l )
' r i
e DT [P E—— — [ ——|— —-
First and secand. .. .. ! 550 428 [ 2 12 Il 10 I 2 /]
L2 8 - : &
Median, 84 months, 3
i L 3
!
2 \\
S "::‘5'm~ T “,
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In the fifth‘and sixth congressional districts the aggregate number
of mont,hq as well as the average was given. These were as follows:

TawsLe 22.— Monthly board for fifth and eicth districts. .

Total |Teachers
st number | replying
i *| of teach. on' Aggre- o
] \ District. crsre- | months vorage.
. . sponding| bhoard gate. R
to the WA
-~ ! blanks. | paid.
T I - " e -
0000000080080 2000200 60068 50506 066006EEEE 80066 6600000 00E0EOE 0L 924 637 5,074
Sixth et hat) o e eeieir i : 618 495 3,762 m
. [

In the third and fourth mngm&qlonul (hqtnvtq the number of
months upon which board was paid was not' given. The median for
the first and second districts exceeds the averages for the fifth and

-sixth districty,_ Two factors account for this. First, the extreme
cases represented, and second, the districts upon which the averages,
were found are less sparsely settled than the first and second districts,

~f and consequently -contsin more short-term schools. The results
indicate that the majority of teachers paying board were paying

" this board on the entireschool term, which from the median given in

the first and second congressional dlstl’l(‘ts and the averages given in
the fifth and sixth congressional districts is appro“mat,ely eight
mouths. The median number of months upon which income was
received, based on four districts (Chapter VI), was 8.4. The median
*vearlyincome on these same four districts, as given in-the same chap-
ter, was $445.28; the median yearly board of $114.80 is also for these

. same four districts. The balance of $330.48 must be used to pay
board for four months, when out of employment, to pay for clothing
and professional upkeep, as well as other minor items that make up

| the sum total of “living expenses.” WTen an attempt is made to

~ estimate all these points, the difference is infinitesimal if not zero or

ninus zero, and only those teachers whose support is éomplementcd
Ly parents or relativeS or those who seek other employment dui-uig
vacation can afford to teach in the country. Former chapters in
this study sbow the rural teacher of Nebraska to be limited both in’
educational qualifications and experience. The amount she receives
is probably all her education and experience merit. The status on -
this point is well expressed in the words of the Tenncssee farmer
. school officer who said: ‘I am wﬂhng to pay more salary but not
for what we get.”’ . .
PRIVATE ROOMS ANp HEAT. ”

Of_the 3,278 teachers report.mg on the questionnaires, ,987 or \9'
per cent, indicated whether they oocupied réoms by themselves.
llus. ‘number, 2 256 or 76 perimt,;_mdxcsted that th
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= by t.helves. Table 30. The percentage of teachers having rooms

- by theinselves was higher in the more thickly settled portions of the

~ State than.in the sparsely settled districts. In the first, second, and
fourth districts the percentage was 80; in the third, 77; the ﬁfth 75;

and in the sixth, only about 66. anacy, rest, and physxca.l comfort,

are unportant factors in determining the eﬁicxency of the teacher’s

service.

The heating of this high spercentage of rooms must be considered

. quiet study during the evening.- Nebraska lies between parallels 40°
and 43° north latitude. It has a yearly average temperature of 46°
for itsnorthern part and between 50° and 52° for its southern part.!

- School is in session during the colder portion of the year, and with
v the exception of a few weeks in the fall and spring artificial heat must
be supplied in dwelling houses. Table 23 shows that 2,940 of the
2,987 teachers reporting on rooms by themselves told whether those

heated. Sometimes the only heat was that which came from the
room below by means of a register in the floor. One teacher Guali”
fied her statement of heat by saying that it was furnished by a stove-
‘pipe - which passed through the room. Some of the rooms were

zheated by oil stoves, and in a few cases these stoves were furnished
by the teachers themselves. Mr. Lefler found 1.6 per cent of the
teachers reporung in the fourth congresswnal district using oil stoves,
The tabulations in Table 23 indicate that the majority of teachers
had no place for study and relaxation.

. TaBLE 23.—Prewvale rooms and Jeat.

ntire mom.fut self. N ‘Rooms with heat.
Tl Numberof district Teachers ’ " Teachers
: No. Yes. | reporting No. " Yes.
0D 1O0mS. oo heat, T

404 M0 1688
M . 110 57 5
13 408 | 521 s 188
108 a8 540 |- o] 17
02 673 826 88 =1
108 EH 5% as| -
71 3,256 2,940 1,97 %63
% 7 100 67 ]

BATHK PACILITXES.

5" In tgbulating the ahswers on bath,fmhues “good” and “spl’en-
>, did " Were interpreted as:‘‘modern,” The replies - were_varied and
S ) mtny mat‘&neos ‘indicated why so:many teachers’ did not spmd
: \‘.h Waek g“ingg’dmmct.‘”l‘hq’foﬂﬁﬁgg A‘re so‘me of the > aniswery

e e 25

A oy b
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before it can.be determined whether these teachers had a place for

‘rooms were heated.. In 87 per cent of the cases the rooms were not
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that might appear humdrum if they were not so real: “Washb;)wl,” ‘

‘‘washtub,” ‘‘tin washbasin in the~ kitchen,” ‘‘soap.and water,”
“teacup and handkerchigf,” ‘‘unheard of,” ‘‘go home to bathe.”

Table 24 indicates that 2,438 of the teachers reported on bath facili-. -

ties. This is 89 per cent. Of this number, 68 per cent were classed
as ‘‘not modern.”” Three reported a private bath #n connection
with the room. "The 32 per cent living in modern homes can not be

considered as mesning that so high a per cent of rural horges are

modern so far as bath facilities are concerned. Allowances must be
made for teachers who drove back and forth from their homes in
town. Mr. Lefler made a studly in the fourth congressional district
of a comparison of the number of children in different families and
the distribution of bath facilities. He found the following:

In homee with no children, 58 have some bathing facilities while 85 have none; in

homes with one child, 38 some; 53 none; with twg children, 35 some, 56 none; three -

children, 23 some, 45 none; four children, 19 some, 43 none; five children, 10'some,
14 none; gix children, 10 some, 9 none; seven children, 4 some, $ none; and eight
children, 4 some, 7 none. In each of the five families reporting nine chxldmn the
bath queries were answered in the affirmative, but two out of the thrée families with
10 children do not have bathing facilities. 'l'he one family with 11 children and
likewise the one with 12 children do not have modern comemences in’ this respect.

In cqmmentmg on this fact, he says: )

One !mght conclude in & priori marner that home conditions will be gmlunlly
improved as the thildren of newer generations grow to manhood and womanhood and
establish living conditions for themselves. A comparison of the number of children’
in.different families and the distribution of both facilities do not seem to justity
such decision. It is probable that young people just setting up housekeeping either

occupy the old home place, with the houad a8 their parents have yeed it, or build -

only enough to meet their immediate needs, looking to the future for the installation
of modem conveniences.'

Tasre 24.—Bath facilities. . a
N N umber of district - ! mfmjm_n; };ot 'L‘u d

8 3 1
103 73
51 4“3 10
as 0 188
0 - m
17 Ao n

3,48 1,600 ™

CHILI)RE‘( IN THE HOMES.
On t.hxs item 2,936 teachers reported. This was more t.han 89 per
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cent of the entire: number reportmg Of tlua number, 72 per oent 3
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dren; 19 per cent, three children; 13 per cent, four children; and in
the remaining 17 per cent, the number of ohildren ranged from -
5 to 12. The median was two children. The significant fact of |

-~ seven. per cent of the homes had one child; 24 per cent, two chil- ‘

this is apparent only when considered with the results found on
heat in the homes. These teachers, - having no place for privaey,
must spend their evenings in the family living room. There they
are not only associated with the parents and hired help, but very
_ eften with children enrolled in school.
’ TABLE 25.—Children in homes.
’ . Number where teachers hoard. Total .
: |aenye: | Bomem S5 - pu,
Numbee £ district. Roriogl chk | Sub 1 9 | chi ‘
A= [N 5 el I BT I T R A S L7 and |drenin
Y — _I_' —{—a,
J st owml o aal sl 3| s m| 6] w| 2, 1| & e
1l 84 | 3t) 2| 23 41 6} 8| 1 2] 1! S4
= 526 87 138113 o4 67} 63§ 35) 11| 7| 12 5| 387
539 403 130 3| o4 |. 60| 65| 25 81 2 4 5 403
an 807 181154 [218| 74| 32) 16§ 2 8 4. a7
551 400 1421103 78 84| 66 331 24 12) 13 7, L]
2,06 9,127 | 00 | 562|514 | 410| 20 | pur —?;5—,_5’ TEREEA l
100 72 Bl | 28 19} 13 T 3 2! 1! 100
& N .
THE BOARDING! PLACE ' T
. : .o 020 -30-40_5%-. 60. 70 80~ Q9 -0
'PRMTE R00M p Per| Cent \
¢ ) A
ROOM  HEATED.
"> BATH ROOMS
F© HOUSES HAVING aaligste
{5 =4 CHILDREN . :
T ' Pgo '
il " EVOLUTION OF THE TEACHERAGE.

>  In the early history of public eduéation & home for ‘the teacher
- 2Was “solved by: “boarding round.” Records show that the custom
~ existed in- Europe ‘as ‘sarly ‘as 1648 and continued.late into the nine-
. teenth centurys . Tt still éxidts in-the Old World in the case of peri-
. patetit téachars of Scandinavia.” The practive yes gunéphn d, by ~.n
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.the early colonists, upon the American soil and flourished here until
sbout the middle of the nineteenth century.! It is characteristic of
frontier conditions and practically disappeared in both Europe and
America as wealth and population increased. The custom existed
in Nebraska in frontiar days? With the increase of teachers’
salaries came the extinction of “boarding round.” The next step
was that the teacher provide her own bed and board with some
family in the neighborhgod. This practice, as has been pointed out
in this chapter, is practically universal in the rural schools of Ne-
braska. The same is true for the United States in general. Reporta
from all parts of the United States show that it is becoming more and
more difficult for rural teachers to get satisfactory boarding places.®
The same is true inh Canada according to a_recent mvestlgatlon,‘
To meet this exigency the teacher's cottage hés been born in America,
Homes for teachers are provided at public expense in most European
countries. Investigations made by the United States Bureau of
Education show that such homes exist in one form or another in most -
of the States of the United States. Tho States of Texas and Wash- .
ington rank among the first. .

One teacher’'s home has existed in a rural district in Hall County,
Nebr., sinve 1894. The last report from the State superintendent's
office reports nine teachers’ cottages in the State.®, The teacher’s
cottage has been most successful in Europe where the majonty of
the teachers are married men. It is proving most successful in this
country as a necessary adjunct of the consolidated school plant.
In a State where 90 per cent of the teachers are women with a median *
age of 21, it can hardly become a very effective remedy to the board-
ing prob}em in rural districts. The outgrowth of frontier conditions,
the increase in teachers’ salaries, the changes in standards of living,
the present-day awakening along the lines of public health, and the
consolidatedggehool are the factors that have contributed to this
evolution fr(;g ““boarding round” to the teacherage.

-8U \I\IAR\

Reports from 98 per cent of the teachers in the first, second third, . = -
and fourth congressional districts indicated that the median of
$114.80 was a fair estimate, for the State as a whole, of the amount
paid per school year for bosrd. The number of months upon
which board was paid was given for the first, 8econd, fifth, and sixth .
districts. A median of 8.4 months was compumd for the ﬁrst and ]

"t Monroe, Cyclopedia of Education. Vol.. 1, pp. 408~
t Bheldon. History and Stories of Nebrasks. Pm)u
© 7 #Kellogg, R. 8. Teachers’ Cotteges. Pages 23-83.
L. < Miller. Runlscboohhm Pagees.. - >
. - onm Blmhl!!wtotﬂnuﬂuputnundmt 1916, Pquu-w
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- second districts, and an average of 7.97 and 7.6 months, respectively,
for the fifth and sixth districts. From these data it is clear that
board was paid for approximately 8 months. Computations from
the data indicate that $330.48 represented the residue of the teacher’s
yearly salary after paying board for 8.4 months. This balance was
left for clothing, board during the vacation months, professional up-
keep, and incidentals. Seventy-six per cent of the teachers occupied
rooms by themselves, 33 per cent had heated rooms, and 68 per
cent reported no bathing facilities other than the washbowl. The
last report of the State superintendent’s office indicates nine teachers’
cottages in Nebraska.
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CHAPTER VI.
" INCOME.

YEARLY INCOME.

The yearly income was given in the first, second, third, and fourth
districts, 1,684, or 97 per cent, of the teachers responding. The
median yearly salary based on the four districts above was $445.28.
(Table 26, Division A.) The average salaries for the individual
districts are as follows: First and 'second, $513.78; third, $458.25;
fourth, $441. "

TaBLE 26.—Division A— Yearly salary (four dustricts).

Teach- | Less ! l ’
R R<rA $401-$4 11- 1842118431~ $441- $451- $4681- $4711$4R1- 14O ver
Number of disteict. o e i, | 410. | 20| 450, 40.| 480. et 500. [$500.
&t —|—

First and second (men)........ 38 7 51..... 2 20 10 (e fennsifonia]enend 5
First and second (women)..... 497 8| 88 21 18 811571 1 2 8 1} 6 1
TP, . ..o cre tnciee. cumos 535| §1] 49 [} 4 4228 |.....0..... 8{..... KE] 82
........................ 584 [ 115 84 3 2| 171198 1 21 17].....] 7 k]
Total...coovvniinnnnnn. 1,654 1288 | 226 | 11| 21| 381, 580 2|. 41 B 1|217¢ 232
Percent.....c........... 100] 17 14 1 1 2 [ 36 [.....0..... 2]..... 13 u

Median yearly income. $445.28.

.

TaBLE 26.—Dirision B— Monthly salary (two districts).

] 1
| Teachers ]
reporting . [
Number of district. on  [H0orless.| $41-45. | $16-50. | $51-88. |Over §58.
monthly
'
salary. i i
Bhece oot I s 20 3% 19 95
. 8ixtb (east hall)...... ; 578 67 182 252 57 2
Total. ..cevernnnennnnnns — I 1w 140 a4 632 206 13
Percent. . LTI | " el 1 8

Median, $47.69,

In the individual studics for the fifth and sixth districts the
monthly salaryrather than yearly salary was computed. The tabu-
lation in Table 26, Division B, indicates this to be $47.69.

MONTHS UPON WHICH SALARY WAS RECEIVED.
The-number of months upon which salary was received was.tabu-
- lated for the first, second, third, anid fourth distriets. Of the 1,704 .
. teachers responding to the questionnaires from- these districts,.
4 . y 4
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54 THE RURAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA.

1,843, or 96 per cent, reported. Fiighty-ﬁve per cent of these teachers
received an income for 9 months. The median was 8.4 months.
The details are given in the table below.

\

TaBLE 27.—Income— Number of months salary was received. o

. _ Numberof district. r’:’;’ﬁ:‘x 3 4] 5| e | T 8| 9
;_lwsocond & ............ 1 |5 g ; ?} ‘g
.................. |
Third............... 540 1 1., 2 81 9 449
Fourth 563 ...... 3|l , 7' 15| 80} 458
1,643 1 3 1| 1:] 8] 195 1,38

YEARLY INCOME OF TEACHERS

0. 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80..90« 106

LESS TUAN $400 , %
)

$400 TO 3440 %
 B44 TO $450 - . F %
3451 TU $50 5 %
" OVER 3500 t'trz-,
: Fig. 7.
AN . HOW THE VACATION WAS SPENT.

> - The total number of toachérs answering this question can not bo
«.given, for.the reason”that the number was not reported for the fifth
district. Some teachers enumerated seversl ways in which the
£ vacation was spent. In all, 3,267 ways were reported by all the
:teachers; 44 per cent said that they remained at home; 30.per cent
# #pent the tiine in school or study; 15 per cent in travel; and 11 per
- o#nt worked. It:is- probable that -this work meant, in most cases, °
 temunerative luber.. The results are tabulated i thie following table:.

~
e
T~ % »
B e 1 i e,
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TasLE 28.—Hou do you spend your racation!

T - -
._ - Total
{ . Traveling num
Teachers Bchoo! and . of ways
Number of district. repocting. HQme. . study. andﬂ:::rm— Work. reparied
h by all
First. ..o 96 200 1S ] 57 4
LY P 3 9 14
Third 449 249 168 59 25 [
Fourth, 514 46 164 80 35 514
Fitth....................... ... 397 344 165 145 1,081
Bixth (east half). .. 267 146 [ ] 106 .
Total.. ... .. 1,430 9%3 &7 377 3,27
Fer cent. . " 4 30 15 n

- — e e L L

COMM ERCL\ L. PURSUITS.

Relative to whether they onga.gcd in_gemmercial pursuits to add
to their income, 2,702 teachers. reported. This represented 82 per
cent of all the teachem responding to the questionnaires. From the
table given it seems that 16 per cent of the 2,702 teachers did engage ‘
in some remunerative pursuits to add to their iffcomes.

TaBLe 29.— Tcacher: Cngaged in commercial pursuits.

Number of district. | Teachers | Number

First and second . 405 84
Third 403 73
520 o8

41 18 .
3 i
.................................................................... 2,702 43
.................................................................. 100 1

"“Two hundred and forty-five of the 442 teachers engaged in com-
mercinl pursuits stated the amount earned. Ounly those instances
where the entire amount was given are indicated in the table. The
column “not definitely stated’’ includes those who gave the amount
ite .answers as these: ‘“‘Get rental from a
farm’’; “In business wit) my brother”; “Operate a farm.” The
umount,q ranged alf the way from $15 to $2,500. The” medmu was
$Q6+ ‘

TABLE 30.—AmouN carned in mmm(m'al pursuits:

Amount earned definitely stated.

[

Not
Number of distriet, Teachers | — - - - defl- o p°
. reporting. | gsnar | g51- | 1o~ | $181- | w200 b g2si- | Over L [ -
’ 100. | 10 | %00 | 280, | 300. | $300. s o
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- - Some of the occupations were farming, truck' gardening, poultry

ing music, and subletting rooms. One man ecarned $500 in agency
work. The man with $2,500 income was a bachelor farmer, who
taught school in the winter months. His salary for teaching was
$65. He was a university graduate, holding the degree of bachclor
of arts.! That tire teachers welcomed a chance to add to their teach-
ing income was evidenced by such answers as these: “I would if I
could”’; “No opportunity”; “If possible.”

PROFESSIONAL EXPENSES.

Eighty-five per cent of the teachers responding togthe question-
naires estimated their professional expenses. This represented attend-
- ance at teachers’ associations and institutes; and the amount paid

paid was $15.28.

. TaBLE 31.—Projeaeional erpenases.

- The median yearly ‘income based upon four districts was $445.28.
This represented 97 per cent of all the teachers responding for the

~ " was received, based upon the same four districts, was 8.4 months.
This was 96 per cent of the teachers responding for the four districts.

13

30 per eent was spent in school and the rest in travel, recreation;
. 8nd work. Of*2,702 teachers reporting on commercial pursuits to
add to their income, 16 per cent replied in the affirmative. Less
‘than half of this 16 per cent stated definitely the total amount earned.

:.Eighty-six dollars represented the median amount earned for those

T

7.

‘o_txt"for:prc_)'fessionp.l expenses.. This was'based upon 2,793 replies.
L Lar, Btatus ofthe Rurai Teache 12 ths Fourth C

4

It was interesting to note what was done to earn this extra money. ‘

raising, stenographic work, clerking in a store, agency work, teach-

for reading circle books and teachers’ papers. The median amount .

. ; ;
i . Teachers’ 2 i
reporting ' o 82
- Number of district. | on profes- ﬁg $9-10. $11-12.$88-14./818-16. {$17-18. ($19-20.' $21-22. anzt}l
slonal | o5 over.
ex penses. |
1
485 | 129 8| .19 3 82 3 42 51 104
3! 9 o 15 8 75 12 57 {.0use 173
518| 1 8 19 |l 100 |....... 2] -
783 191 1% 3. 7| 109 i8 69 8 182
485 | 181 88 19 ....... 9....... 8 100
2,793 | o8| s21| 111 18] 445 Bt 20! 15 mg
100 24 19 L REN 16 i 10 i .......
Median, $15.28
k. - .
SUMS‘{ARY.

four districts. The median number of months. upon which income

‘At home”’ represented 44 per cent of the ways vacation was spent,_

reporting. A median of $15:28 was found to be the amount paid = .
. E
ool District. MM S

.

-
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_ CHAPTER VIL
INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS AND SUGGESTIONS OF TEACHERS.

The topies discussed in this chapter include the information de-
rived from the list of questions grouped under the-general head of

“‘miscellaneous ”” in the questionnaire. ;

TEACHING OF HOME ECONOMICS AND MANUAL TRAINING.\

The following statement of Mr. Lefler relative to the status ‘of in-
strugtion in home ‘economics and manual training, for the fourth
district, is representative of the State as a whole:

The introductinvn of these phases of instruction into Nebraska rural schools can
scarcely be said tv be even in the experimental stage, if the status of the fourth con-
gressional district is to be taken as an’index.

Teachers are frank to admit that they can not handle manua] tmmng or domestlc
science because they are not especml]y prepared. and feel that their general knowledge
is insufficient when applied to instruction needed to revitalize and ennch the rural
school curriculum.

Three thousand and fifteen, or 98 per cent, of the teachers indi-
cated whether or not they were teaching home economics and manual
training. Table 32 shows that only 21 per cent were making any
attempt to teach these subjects. The full force of this small per-
centage ¢an best be comprehended when interpreted in the light of
the next question, the object of which wis tgascertain whether the,
introduction of these subjects was overburdening to the teacher.
Table 32 indicates that 2,547 teachers responded to this question.

- This was 78 per cent of all the teachers returning the questionnaires. .

Seventy-one per cent of these teachers didfind the additional subjects.
overburdening.
The following quotation from Mr. Crago’s study is characeristic of

the attitude of those teachers who felt the burdensomeness of these .

industrial subjects: : =

"One teacher answers “ Yes, indeed, I think most rural teachers are or would be
eatisfied were it not that they.are overburdened, having 30 or mote recitations to heat -

a day, from seven to eight grades; the sweeping, dusting, ﬁnngfo ,do; a great many
‘papers to correct; the legsons to plan for too many grades; going to a boarding pltce
tired 'and finding no comforts there, children hanging about you; supper at 8.30 '
9; poor hght & kerosene’ Iamp, a chilly mom, destitute of any eomfo&u whatever.

1 Lofir, smumnwrm&mmrmc@mmnnm mm

g
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. 58 THE RURAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA,

Then this same teacher takos'urmn herrelf, hesides all this, the work of training the
buys in carpenter work. farming. etc.. and the girls in sewing. cooking. Where will
ehe tind the time”™!

The remarks from those who did not find the subjects burdensome
seemed to indicate that these tenchers possessed some training in the
subjects as well as ability to organize them in such a way that they
correlated with other subjects.

TaARLE 32.—Teaching of home economics and manual training.

Do you teach home |
eoonomics and maon.! Iz thetr introduction overburdentng to the teacher?
ual training? I
Number of dia- . . = L
trict. . i
Number ) Number :
report- | Yes. { No. | report- | Yen. | Remarks. No. Remurks.
Ing. ing. . | |
Firsto...ooooiiae. 412 9| 313 353 ¢ 204 | With all grades . . | 9 l(lschool is not tne
. aryo.
Becond........... | 33 76 90 | 05 Except in combi- | 25| If there {s proper
4 nution. equipment,
Third............ 323 e} 42 438 | doq | For | teacher.....1 131 | If teacher and po-
o pils are interest.
. . .
Fourtho ... ... &ﬂ Ik | 428 468 | 3% | In Lirootn balld- 2 | A dplendid incen-
. ing without tive,
g o toxts,
Fifth............. 450 { 180 | 060 | - T24 | 529 | When parenta ob- | 195 | Not~the way I
Ject. teach it.
8ixth (east)...... BRI 08| 472 48 | 296 [ No timme. Ridicu- | 100 | If teaching 13 pre
. lous. Yes! f“! pured.
Unlemore help, :
Totsl...... 3,015 | 644 (2,387 2,547 L8N |0 Lo T8
o Per ceilt,. .| - 100 21 79 100 Tl 20

WELFARE LEAGUES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS.

It is ot possible to give the ontire number of teachers responding
to welfsre leagues and other organizations for the reason that reports
are not complete for all the distriots. A combination of the reports
from all the distriots indigatesthat, there were 157 community lengues,
852 districts without any organizations, and 1,053 different organiza-

- " tions reported outside of community leagues. It seéms probable from’
an examination of the list of organizations digoussed in the next
paragraph that 60 organizations are all thatcould properly he placed

. under the general head of clubs for community activities. It is evi-
.+ dent'that some teachers did not understand what was meant by civic
' and welfare leagues. Tho significant thing in the study is that so
L many districts were without a community organization of any sort,
27 Only 55 per-cent of the teachers reported activity in existing

7

arganizations. o -

! Crago. Statiz of the Rural Teacher in the Third Congressional Distrit, Pago 16,
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“luvenileclubs.. ... ..

INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS. 50

TasLE 33.—Welfare leagues and sommunity organizations,

‘

P S a - s —
Welfure leagues. Other organizatlons.

- —_ - ! - .-'___;..__--_._.._l. ————— T_____

q © | Civicend eachers
Number of districts. y . {aking part

Teachers | ?ef;‘gf::: Tenchers None @ k 0',:1;’8' in com-

roporting. in com- reporting. | . reported. munity

munity, organiza.

- . tions.
RS Cm—t —_— e o i —
- i '
86 N N7 100
¥ 198 67
20 149 9
41 . 344

z 142 1n3
157 1,053 578
Pereent.. ..o o 100 88

The 1,053 orgnuizations were cladsified, under general heads.
Their distribution and number and percentage of teachers taking
netjve part in then are given below.

TaBLE 34.--Teachers taling active part in organi:alions.

Number
- Group. Number. |. teachers |“£f::‘;:t_
active in— |
. Sy o o .. . RS
Roligions organisntions. . ........ ....... ... ... ... ... ... 1R &10: 3
Farmoers' orgauiaation.. ... ... . .. ... .. PP a2 41 13

Clubs for sull-improvenmwent. . 0000 oooo
by for community activitioy. ..

¥ ruternal organizutions
Muscellanoous.. .......

Total...........o.....

It is refreshing tb note that teachers’ activitids were noted in 97
per cent, of the community clubs. The second highest percglidage
was in clubs for self-imiprovement. These included kensingtons, sew-

- ing clubs, musio clubs, and culture olubs. A Ggiman club was re-

ported in one district. The third highest group. in which teachers
were active was in churches and allied religicus societies.
. - o
HOT ‘LUNCHES AND 8CHOOK GARDENS.

The responses on hot lunches and sc g)ol gardens were excellent—
approximately 96 per cent in each instduce. From the accompanying
table it is evident that school lunches were not a very tangible part
of the school program, since only 8 per cent of the teachers served.

- them.- Nineteen per cent reported gchool gardens. . *

Y
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" 11 per cent in Table 37 represents those who had spent .all their

. had lived about an equa.l number of years in both city and country.

. —

60 - . THE BURAL TEACHER OF NEBRASKA.
TabLe 35.—Hot lunches and school gardens.
|

, I Do yourserve hot lunches? I Do you have a school garden?
Number of dlstrict. : N & N '1" : T
t Number Number
’ = I reporting. Pies l No roporting. | Y% | No
- i i
|
3 al 32 asl 1! 207
‘ 15 14| 101 112 | 40| 72
59 4 46 493 539 113} 428
N 571 46 l 525 560 109 | 451
i #90 8 | 804 82 148 738
i 624 2 | %8 | 621 73 551
3,162 | 21 | 2,901 3,135 | 802 | 2,533
100 R 00 i 19 | 18
i

SHOWI.NG ATTEM&TS AT, QEVITALIZATION
ND 7 REDIRECTION™ OF THE ‘COURSE "OF STUDY

O 10 20%30-40 50 60 .70 81 90 100

"

TEACH EITHER HOME™
ECONOMICS OR MANUAL

| %

»
r

" THINK THE/SE SUB-,
JECTS BURDENSOME.

.

HOT - LUNCHES

-

'SCHOOL GARDENS,
—7

Fig. &

, RESTDENCK, IN GOUNTRY AND CITY.

Nmety -two per cent of all the teachers respondmg to the ques-
txonnmrw had lived from one to 60 years in the country, and 89 -
per cent had lived the ssme range of years in the city.” Only 8 per
cent stated they had never lived in the country. (Table 36.) The

lives in town. The statement is frequently made that the rural
teacher is town bred. From the data given in Tables 36 and 37 it
is evident that the Nebraska rural teachers of 1914-15 were not city"
bred. An examination -of .the $ables indicates that -these teachers
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES IN'THE COUNTRY

.

0. 10 20 -30 . 40 .. 50 60 70. 80 _

o
INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS,
[ 4
TaBLE 36.— Years lived in the country.
—n e
‘ “Timo definite. | Time indefinite.
H T i ’
v | ! |
. * : i Al,
Number of distelct. Tegeh-: | T 4-50 Al | except
orsvo- | 1-10 . 11-20 § 21-30 [ 31-40 | years [ when }
m- yoars. | years. . years. | yesrs. | and | J0Y in 5
. : : ., over. . high
il | *  |schoal.,
B ) ! I
: . I : [ 2.0 i |
Firat and second.... L ; 427 92 188 103 10
Thied........... o oooo ol 519 110 ¢ 118 ‘0 a |} .
" Fourth..................... ¢ MO 118 24 113 9
Fifth e 745! 138 * 357 23 19
Bixth (east half) Vo 448 ¢ o B, el i
Total .............. S 2,6 599 . 980 451 . .39 1
Percent. ... i 100 20 3 17 1
“ t oL
\J TavLe $7.— Years lived in toun and city.
' - - e
. | Time dofinite, Time Indefinite,
-] - o> oux—o o o
| .
Number of district. | Tesehers : ’I 41-50 .
) 1-10 - 11-20 2r-30 31-40 - All oy
| i °"l‘ years, ' years. | years,  years, iyc:l"'sc:nd | life. IN‘”_‘“- .
- ] ' .
367 1168 | 173
| 521 128 102
I 490 160 158
L 52 L2335 228
i 307 B4 | 84
47200 723 738
! 100 32 ; 33 |.

.90 . 100

COMMUNITY . = T,
< CLUBS - AMONG . '

ORGANIZATIONS

-

TEACHERS TAKING,
ACTIVE PART IN ?
ALL_ORGANIZATION

TEACHERS “WHOR
HAVE LIVED. MORE'
THAN TEN YEARS
. IN_THE y COUNTRY
S !
TEACHERS ~WHO
. REMAIN IN THE( |
DISTRICT : OVER:
SUNDAY -

- 3 g Fig.v. - o

25 % 5 v

e §
™~
R
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- - [

: Jurron BERVICE.
As to whether. they did their own janitor work, 3 238 teachers, or

99 per cent reported 3,123, or 95 per cent, reported upon extra pay
for such services. Table 38 indicates that 94 per cent did their own -

janitor work and 3 per cent were paid for their services. On the
pext question: * If you hire it done, do you.pay forit?” One thousand

~ six hundred and sixty teachers reported. This nnmber greatly
.exceeds the number who did their own janitor work. It is accounted
for by the fact that the teachers interpreted the question to mean:
“1 would pay for it, if I hired it done.” The significant thing is that

91 per cent of the teachers hmng ]amtom must pay for such service
out of t.helr own mcomon

TasLe 38.—Janitor work.

.\ do vou do your own 11 so, are yoix paid 1f you hire it done, do
' Jamitor work? extre? ) vou pey for it?

."«'nmbe'r of district.

Teach- ' " | Teach- Teach-

ersre-| Yes. | No. [erare-{ Yes. | No. [ersre-| Yes | No.
Iporting. porting. orting. i
. ’ =
9 03 25 1 18
r @ =3 68 5
9 29| 18] 180 »
8! 88, 29| 28! 31
2 83 338 | 318 l o
21 B 501 478 =
01| 3.082; 1850 1515 148
3. o' 100 0! v

Mr. Crago * in his study for the third distriot, calls attention to the
spirit of annoyance and discontent evidenced in these answers on
janitor services. ' *

‘Mr. Fosnot ? made a study, in the fifth district, of the amounte

. paid-for janitor work. He found them to vary from one to five
.'dollnrs-.per month. Tt
THE “WEEK END.

. “Reports upon the question relative to the week eud were received
from 3,182 teachers, or 95 per cent of all the teachers responding-to
the QUéstionnaires. Of this number 39 per cent remained in the
“district over Sunday, 36 per cent went home, and 25 per cent
' remained in the district part of the time. Some who answered
“yes” said that they would like to go home, but railroads. would
% not permit. Some who stayed. in the district part of the time
¢ . answered thus: “Only in coldest. mther U ‘“In case of storm.”
meﬂ-the returns not all of the 39 per cent, who stayed in theé dis-
-Lﬂ triot over Sunday, did it by choice. There was enough in the data

> e B e et tee o 73

|« part ot the social- fabric of. t.he commumty

< iora,. hwqmnwwm&mwnm Pape 148, *
M‘mammmummwm hpm~

to sn{qt.antmte the fact that these tea.chers‘ were 1ot nn mtegral :
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Qn INDUSTRIAL AND S0CIAL CONDITIONS.
Tanre 39.—The week end. : X
Do you remaln in the district Saturdsy
L. and Bunday? .
Number of district. -r
” Teschers g q Some-
, R ing. Yes. No. timmes.
L]
FLBL e e ee e e e e e e e arrn e e ae e eannnas a2 e 188 ur .
Second.. o 114 2R L] 0
Third. .. . 521 250 145 128
Fourth. . § 583 03 3 158
Fift . 895 a8 375. n
627 328 168 138
- 3,182 1,244 1,132 206
100 ™ 3 %

SUGGESTIONS PO‘B. BETTERMENT OF RURADL 8CHOOLS.

No attempt was made to keep a record of the number of teachers

" offering suggestions for the betterment of rural schools. Some did

not, offer any suggestions, while others gave geveral suggestions. In

all 3,312 suggestions were tabulated. These were classified under
the following general heads: -

.

TABLE 40.—Sugyestions for betlerment of rural schools.

Heads. Number.| Per cent.

Consolidation 800 H
Better buildingsand equipment . 75 s B
Botter trained teachers. .. 3 12
ter salarfes........ od 301 9

Mabe coeperntioh.. ... oo 24 8
Improved course of Study....coeveiiieiiieiiiaiins \95000 . 183 [
Hetter living conditions.. 181 [ ]
Janitor sorvice...... 147 4
Better supervision 14 4
. Miscellancous. . ... 72 3
More social life...... 35 1
[T T CIET o T PO 3 1
TOtAL. .. eneeneeriieeeneeeniarens . PP ———; 3.312 10

- Consolidation ranked first place among the suggestions; better .
L. Duildings and equipment came second. Evidently these teachers
were aware of their own lack of training, for the need of better trained .
teachers ranked third place. These suggestions are wholesome, -
affording a wealth of material worthy of an exhaustivestudy. Com-
ing as thoy db from. the teathers themselves they represent the ideas--- -
of those nearest the. riral-school problem, for these teachers repre-
sent ‘‘the man behind the gun.! _'7,\ : N

SUMMARY. \z,‘ ' S N

® L . A
. Twenty-one per cent of-the teachers|gave instruction in cither.
. ‘home «étonomics or manual training or, both. The objections to.-
| teaching the subjects were: #lready crowded programs; lack of room

~ and equipment; and objeotions onthepart bf parents. * Some thought$
P P N S A DT B e TR Ty i S
A ,".—-‘\‘4.‘.‘ % . é{.&.*_.;,ﬁ‘ 4 ‘;i i . ‘<. __-*;g,?-?\}f_“ Q ._" _ g
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it possible to teach the subjeots if tcachers were prepared and the
subjects were properly correlated. One hundred and fifty-seven
community leagues were tabulated. However, an examination of

the data indicated that many teachers failed to interprét. just what

community leagues meant, for only 60 of the organizations named
could be properly termed commumty leagues. Fifty-five per gent
of the teachers took an active part in the entire number of organiza-
tions reported Although the number of community' leagues was
small, in comparison with the entire number of organizations, it is
refreshlng to note that teachers took an active partin 97 per cent
of the community organizations. Eight per cent of the ‘teachers

. served hot lunches; and 19 per cent reported school gardens. These

teachers had hved about an equal number of years in town and
tountry. Their own janitor work was done by 94 per cent of the
teachers; 3 per cent were paid extra for their services; 91 per cent

 said t.ha.t if they hired the janitor. work dofi® it would be necessary
to pay for it themselves. Thirty-nine peggent:of the teachers spent

the week-end in the district, and 25 per cent sta.yed over occasionally.
Many confessed that they would go home.if they could. In the sug-
gestions offered for the betterment of thdural school consolidation
ranked first. :
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CHAPTER, VIIL
A RECAPITULATION. -

This study on the status of the-rural teacher of Nebraska was
made by a committee from the graduate school of education of the
University of Nebraska.” It is based upon the replies to a.ques-
tionnaire sent by the committee to all the rural teachers of the State,
excepts the west half of the sixth congressional district, during the
school year of 1914-15. Replies were received from 3,278 rural
teachers. This represented 62.4 per cent of: the entire number of
teachers to whom questionnaires were sent. Interpreting the s‘udy
in terms of medians, averages, and highest percentages, the following
may be said relative to the status of the rural teacher for the school
year that the study was made:

The rural teacher was a young woman 21 years of age, who had
lived approximately an equal number of years in both country and
town. From the replies on nationality it was evident that her
foreign hneage was near rather than remote. Her education was
received in Nebraska and consisted of one summer beyond eight
years of elementary and four years of high school training. She '«
held a county second-grade certificate. The list of subjects that.
she had studied was comprehensive. She felt- most proficient in
arithmetic and liked to teach it best. She had no preparation for
the industrial subjec*s, did not teach them, and béltwwed that their -
introduction into the rural-school course was a burden to the already
overcrowded program. She had no training in social service work.
Her expectancy in the teaching profession was 1.85 terms. She - |
hoped to become a grade teacher in town.

’ This teacher's yearly income was $445.28, She pald $114.80-for
board, did her own janitor work, without extra pay, and spent her
vacation at home or attending summer school. She would have - ~
been glad of an opportumty to add to her income through some
¢ommercial pursuit. Her institute expenses and teacher’s periodi-

* cals amounted to $15.28 per year. She lived in-a family of two
children. She occupied a room By herself, but it was not heated,
and there were no bath conveniences. She did not apend the week
end in the district unless forced to do so by weather or traveling -
conditions. She took some part in the organizations of fhe com- .
munity.. The organizations that appealed to her most were com- "
munity ‘and self-xmprovement ‘clubs and religious societies. She >

_ beheved that. consohdatxon wes the thmg most needed for t.he bec-
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A copy of the questionnaire which was sent the teachers is given below:
THE STATUS OF THE RURAL TEACHER IN NEBRASKA.

In order that the results of this questionnaire may be of the greatest value to the
Btate, you are asked to give the utmost care in answering the questions. Where there -
is not space enough for answers, use the back qf the sheet. This survey is being con-
ducted by a committee from the graduate school, department of education, University
of Nebraska, consisting of Edith A. Lathrop, ruralschool inspector, chairman; Super-
intendents A. Crago, of Central City; W. M. Simons, of Friend; E. M. Colbert, of
Crawford; I E. Weyer, of Atkinson; and R. T. Foenot, teacher of mathematics,
Hastings High School. Please send your answers to the member of the committee
from your congressional district whose name is stamped upon the blanks.
50050000gPE00D000R0G *...County. Name.............iiiiiiiiiiiiiienn., 3Pooee0a

Education.
1. (a) Number of actual months spent. below the high school and where? -

(8) In high school and where? '

(¢) If you have had work beyond the high schbol, where and how much?

(d) List of all the subjects you ever studied, including time and week
hours (i. e., time in hours of recitations per week) given to esch.

(¢) Subjects in which you feel most proficient?

. (/) Subjects you like to teach best? _ L

(9) Have you had any actual experience in agriculture (nature and amount
in each case)? ’ :

() Domestic science?

(f) Manual training?

(/) Social settlement work?

(k) What certificate dn you hold?

2. (8) Number of terms, including months’ experience in teaching?
(b) Asarural teacher? : ’
(¢) As 3 village teacher?
(d) In town or city?

’ _ (e) If city teacher, what grade?
< . (f) Give dates of teaching, including districts?

(9) s it your purpose to continue in teaching?

.. {#) If so, what line? .

" 8. (a) What is the school census enumeration? Give number by ages thus:

Age 5, males ...... , females ...... ; age 6, males ...... , females )
Ceneees i age 7, males ......, females ......; etc. .
+ * (8) Give number enrolled in school, including ages and sexee, thus: Age 5,
.. males-...... , females ...... ; age 6, males ......, famales ......;
ogo7,malea......,femsles....,.s'etc, : '
66 - ’ o
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8chool census, aumdarwe and enumeratwn—-—Coutmued
8. (c) Account or give th‘e reasons for the difference between those reglstered

and enrolled?

(d) Average dily attendance, including ages, thus: Age 5, males ...... ]
females ...... ; age 6, males ......, females ...... ; age 7, males
...... , females ......; etc. .

(¢) How many defective children in your district: Males ...... , females

(/). Blind: Males, ...... , females ......?

(9) Deaf: Males ...... , females ...... ?

() Feeble minded: Males ..... ., females . ... .. Y

(1) How many of these are being cared for in State or private institutions:
Males ...... , females .. ... ?

The boardmg place.
. (@) What does board and room cost-you per year, on how many months in
school?

(b) Do you room by yourself?
(¢) Ts it heated?
(d» How many children in the home?
(¢) What facilities for bathing?
TIncome.
5. (a) What is your yearly salary on how many months of Leschmg?
(b) How do you spend your vacation?
(¢) Do you engage in commercial pursuita to add to your income?
(d) The amount of the latter? '
(¢) What does it cost you to attend teachers’ institutes and associations
and buy reading circle books, etc.?
Miscellaneous.
6. (a) Do you t,eacl\ home economics and manual training?
(b) Is the-introduction of these subjects in the.rural school ov erl)urdemng
the teacher?
(¢) Is there an organized civic and welfare league in your community?
} -(d) Name other helpful organizations in your community?
: (¢) Do you tske an active part in any of {pese? Which?
s —.. () Do pou serve hot. lunches at noon?
(9) Do you have a school gardeu?
. (k) How many years bave you lived in the country?
(%) In town or city? :
() Do you do your own janitor work? If so, are you péid extra?
(k) If you hire it done, do you pay for it?
() Do you remain in your district over Saturday and Sunday? :
{m)What suggestions would you offer for the betterment of the rural
teacher? ' '
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