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L. THE KINDERGARTEN AND THE WAR.

With war in the world turning everything topsy-turvy. institu-
tions and existing social conventions, formerly taken .for granted,
are now subjected to rigid inspection and their meanings sifted, in
order that nothi’ng useless may be permitted to cumber the earth
when every bit of time, space, lnbor, money. and thought is impera-
trvely demanded for carrying on the world buriness, .

Side by side with the process of excluding the wseless is going for-
ward the process of uncotering the essential< in human institutions

z and making them yield up their wealth of possibilities. Education
has thus been discovered. The school, as one of the chief instru-
men@Mities of education, has begun to come into its own, More-
ov 1ce bubies are assuming a new value in the whole scheme of

© demoPracy. the kindevgirien in its relation to the <chool and to the:

home is regarded afresh with respect anil expectation.

The kindergarten unit for the refuqee children of France.—One
very direct form of war service is that being provided by the kinder-
wartens of America for the task of |‘o.s't«~i1'ing to normality the little
children living in the refugee colonies of France.

i The service undertaken by the Amervican branch of the Interna-
! ®%onal ‘I(vi\ndergm‘ten'Uni‘oh is that of equipping and supporting? #
Kindergasten- unit in copjunction with the children's bureau of tha
American Red Croswin France. to work under the auspices of the
citizens’ cplhmigtee, for the conservation of the ehildren of America

during the war. Miss-Fannjebelle QCurtis s, divector and Miss Mary 4

i Moore Orr askocinte directot-of the unit. ik

! Miss Curtis and Miss. Orjj,g_gﬁohs\jsi}ihg- the: devnstated regions. -
“of Fyance, returned “witly he’strong Lonviction that it is trained
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kindergartiers who are needed to relieve the misery of the children
and to give back to them some of the joys of normal childhood
through plays. games, stories, handwork, :3nd other eduecative
activities, '

The pitiful (omlltlon of the httle ones is described by Miss Curtis

v inan appeal addressed to the members of the International Kinder-
garten Union. Subjected to theshorrors of bombardments and @as,
bewildered and benumbed by the necessity for silence in the presence
of the frightful boches, undernourished, apathetic through suffering
so many terrors, these unfortunate children are in danger of losing
their ~anity unless something immediate is done fer their restoration.
In Miss ‘Curtis’s own words:, :

They have been in the "nw'd regions, they have been lost on the fields of’
Flanders, they have fled from their bmming villages, they have been actual
prisoners with the civilfan population back of the ciemies' lines,

~_The Germans ave sending back from the prison camps thousands

b of civiliaus, keeping them in Switzerland for a certain timg and then

allowing them to return to France. At Kviansles-Balns, the dis-

tributing point, child refugees are coming in-at the rate of 5

day. Miss Curtis declaves:

It is a tragedy that has no parallel in the world’s history. Tbe children are
belng pluced i colonies, in chateavs, in conveuts, in vonvalescent hospltuls
until virtory with honor is won.  They needd songs sl stor fes and the joys of
childhood restored, and more fhan all they need motlurlng

h\er\ foreign mail brings more pitiful stovies, It s \l\lhllmod'u darkest
hour. <

s

The kindergartners of Americahave ruised over $35,000 to defray
the expenses of equipping and sending ]\lndel‘,'_'.lll(‘n teachers to
France. A unmber of teachers have :l]lcudy sailed, and others will
follow as soon as funds for the purpose can'be raised.

Conservution of the children of America.—To conserve the well-
beég of American children is properly regarded as a form of_war
service. The campaign, 0|gamzed by the Children’s Bureau of the
‘Department of Labor, for saving the lives and bettering the health
of 100,000 babies during the current year, has been earnestly sup-

© ported by parents and toachers. Kindergarten teachers have made

=" young children, and recording the facts brought out by the physical
s~,  examinations. In some instances follow- -Up Inensures are being insti-
 -tuted in order that nnme(lmte results may be secured for the kinder-
N ‘gartens.. "This is the case in Worcester, Mass.,.where the' superwsor of
kmdergm'tcns issna __to the teachon‘s the foliowmg mstructlons. _'_
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to me the number—figures unly—you discover., 1 will then tike sone steps to
» help you bring those children in promptly_in September, 1918,

‘ThYs will be an effort tn avaid the dropping-lm-at-any-time that so pulls down

onr kindergarten orgunization and work

Another form of service in which kindergartens have engaped
during the past 15 months i< thig of cooperating with those soeind
agencies, in thenr respective conununities. whose concern is witl™
child welfare. To provide wholesonie kinds of interest and activity
in connection with the social side of child life. and thus to protect
childhood from some of the blighting influences of war conditions,
kindergarten teachers are speiglagmtheir nonteaching hours in tell-
ing stories to groups of children. supegvising some of the play in the
small parks and public playgronnds, directing children in the culti-
vation of bhack-vard gardens, orgunizing excursions to woods or
parks convenient to the neighborhood. andgther similar activities,
Nor are the teachers unmindful of their ros%onsibi]ity for seeing to
it that children are gathered in and kept in school'nor of their further
responsibilities toward the mothers. especially in regard to instruc-
tion in hygiene. care and wise purchasing of food. and more efficient
ways of living. . '

Kindergarten practice itself is flugneed through the new insight,
for teachers realize as never befare the significance of the laws which
rovern all vight association of individuals, Self-activity must al-
ways be the guiding principle of the kindergarten, but the individnal
is to be developed as a member of a group; as such he must conform
te. mnst obey the laws which rule the whole. and subordinate self--
gratification to the good of the whole. Since the children who fail
to learn this lesson early in life become weaklings. self-secking in-
dividuals, and moral f:li'\yos. l(_imlor,fjnrton teacheys are more con-
sciously” than before dirdefing the children in exercises which
call for instant response in concerted netion and for conformity to
the desire of the group; also in organized plays which demand self-
subordination and*tenmwork. and which make for helpful, self-
controlled children. C

T'he kindergarten as o factor in' Americanization—It is no neav
thig for the kindergarten to-provide some of the means for trans-
forming aliens into Americans. A pernanent argument for kinder-
gacten extension is that the children of the foreign born by means

- of kindergarten training are familiarized .with English before for-

mal school work sets in, and tine i5 thus saved for the grade work.
Furthermore, home visiting and holding mothers’ meetings. have
been part of the kindergarten teachers’ business and have been a
fictor in bringing the 'foro?gn_,famﬂy'- into. an wnderstanding and
apprecintion of thie eistoms and stindirds of the new. country,
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The unique element 4n the relation of the kindergartuer to the
forcign family is that she reaches the members in a normal way
before their home life has been disturbed.  When the district nurse
ovthe social worker comes to the family. it ix at a time when economic
pressure or sickness has forced them to the position of want, in
which they are discovered.

In recent years the developient of parent-teacher associations has
tended to absorb the kindergarten mothers' mecting into the larger
bady, and the practice in ])Ill)ll(. -school kindergartens of requnmg
kmdelg.ntvn teachers to teach in the classroam both m(nnlng and .
afternoon has rendered it diflicnlt for the teachoss™ to visit in the
homes as they used to do. The timid, non-LEnglish-speaking woman,
conscious of being different from her neighbors, has been reluctant P
to uttend the ]mtro ,more formal gehiool meeting, and has thus missed
the participation in community affaivs mifil the ()pp())'llll\‘ity for learn-
ing the language which her children are using in their daily school
hfv and which her husband has acquired through tho night. school, [
" the shop school, or the lodge schiool. {

I
I
i

One vesult of this situation ix that the mother, the ceiter of the
household. is ||ovloctod and often looked down upon by husband and
children, who have aiitstripped Jier in the ucquisition of the tools of
citivenship.  As the distance between them increases she gr8ws upa- i

“ thetic, antagonistic. and reluctant to vouse hersell to—luun the lan- ¢
guage and customs which wonld help to bridge the distance. This .~
i the opportunity for the kindergartner.  Ifforts ape now_being di-

*rected toward the establishiment of more kindergartens, espvcmllv in
regions where large numnbers of aliens are emiployed in necessary 2
industries, since the barrier of noncommunication can thus be ve- 1
moved while the children ave young and ainconscious of any differ- = |
ence between theniselves ang their American neighbors; and towied

the restoration to its formgr place and function of the kindergaiten
—mothers’ meeting, and the flevelppment of the * doar-step ” meetings,

“since i theim can-be found thé machinery for a fine give-and-take
relationship between old Amevicans and more recent Amerieans,
Nindérgartens.in Ordnance schools on (Foverinen( réservations.-—
(’m(-x ninent reservations for industrial plants are 1ecessary accom-
‘paniments of the present onwrgoncv and are being ed-under
the direction of the industrist-service section of ‘the Ordna o De-"

o7 S PIRY - ihewem vy o

_xéquire it.a iicw town, is bmng created, witly.snitahle houges, . s¢hool
btuldmg@,‘dmrch bmldmgs, - MCLA bmldmg:. and_other facili-,
i T \ an¢.ov ACLL
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“Germany.  That the institntion itself lias heegme thoroughly natur- ~°

]
A Y

operation.  Cottages or teacherages are befng built for the honsing
of he teachers. Euach school has one room planned purposely for a
kitrdergarten,and the equipment ynd supplies are to be excellent in
quality. . = . i

These reservation kinderg: rtens offier to the teachers chosen to i
direct them rich opportunity for the best kind of patriotic service.
Comparatively few kinderg:artnets can go abroad at present for
service in France. but here in Ameriea is an opportunity to do a vital
and far-reaching picce of work. Not only_the“school population is
10 be educated, but the entire commmuity as well® There will be play-
zrounds and other forms of recreational activity which the kinder-
aarten teachers will he pecnliarly fitted to direct, F

Schools for the colored children, a~ well as for the white, will be
establaghed on the reservations near Clarleston, W. Va.: Nashville,
Tenn. ;. and Sheflield, Ala.

Retaining the name * kindergarten” —It was ta be expected that
some discussion on the-rejection or retention of the name kindergar-
ten would follow the entrance of the United States into war with *.

alized there ¢an be no doubt.  No other phase ©f cducation is mofe .
completely democratic and American than the kindergarten. TIn
this respect the prophecy of the founder las been fulfilled that in
America. the new world where new life was and is unfolding, the
new education of the humian race would take firm root. In Ger -
niany, the geographical birthplace of the kindergarten, little more
than the outer form and the name is discoverahle; the essence s
missing. The kindergavten is not at home’ii Germany. '

The edicl of the Prussian Government in 1851 forbidding the
establishment of kindergartens is tacit evidence that a system of edu. -
cation for the people based upon the Rinciple of salfouctivity, free-
domy and respeet for individuality was considered a dangerous foe
to the success of military antocracy. Tt was charged at the time that
the tendency of the kindergartens was toward atheism and revolu-
tjon, an indictment that ingpired the Bevlin comic paper to point-out
as objects of suspicion “those three-yeav-old densgogues with their
ntlainutory speecheg. those red-handed revolutionists in swaddling
clothes.” ] 39 . . S

The ‘contention of those who desire tg change the name kinter-
garten is that, sinte the instﬁut_,ipn is. trt}ly‘,,\uieri anized, the nathe
should undergg the same process: also that the j\ejm;me should bear
imr it the suggestion of orgniye velation with tlip sghdol systent. . But
the clungsinesstaiid ineptitude of’ the substituges Which have. been
suggested miike it dificult tp believe that any of thewm “will be

% 4
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“ Children garden™ or *child garden,” the literal equivalent in
English for kindergarten, is acceptable in so far as it retains the
description of the institution; but the sound of Yt.is awkward and
disagreeable to the ear. :

“ Subprimary ¥ is a term which has been offered, and in a few

. 'systems adopted, beaiuse it is said to carry out the idea of a real

connection between the kindergarten and the rest ot the school
organization. The objection to it lies in. its failure to define the
essencerof the kmdmg.nten b ? makes the institution & meve
annex to the primary grades'and expresses only an external relatibn.
“ Primary circle” has been suggested on the ground that the .
present name emphasizes the wloofness of the kindergarten depart-
ment, from the school as a whele, whereas primary circle is expres-
sive of the truth that the aims, prine 1p]es, g wdeals of the kinder-
garten are basic of what is to follow in child training. The reéason
is good, but the naine ovitfercd is not a suecess. In sehool vernacular
“primary ” is limited. in its meaning, and has become synonvmous
with first grades; primary circle, therefore, being narrowly inter-

- preted, would cause the institition to be log_vmlcd ax & ‘side issne

externally related to the first grade.,

*“ Baby nest” is the designation Lhoson in place of kindergaten -
in Italy. The description of baby nests given by Signorina Amy
Bernardy at the Pittshurgh meéling of the National Education Asso-
ciation leads to the conviction that, according to the American
undentandlng of things, these institutions would be clissed .Nalnv
nurseries. :

X p.nsblng observation should be given to the terms “school: of
childhood ” and “house of childhood.” The former name was
selected tor designate the departifent for the youngest children in
the school of education of the University of Pittsburgh. The pro-
jectors of the school wished to be -free from the limitations which
would naturally be imposed upon the experiment if it bore the nnme
kindergarten, and from having judgments passed upon the work
accondmg to kindergarten standards. The “house ‘of childhood ”
is the name selected by Dr. Montessori to describe thé%q)e of edu- )

- cational institution devised by ler. [The classes were originally
" established within the tenement houses erected by an association for

good building in Rome, and were ‘intended to prowi(le for'the early

%, training of the children of the workmen housed in the tenements.

Aiong the members of the Intematlonal Kmdex garten Upion it 5
18 generally felt that ¢ kindergarten ” should remain. No other wogd
80 ap:éy and enphomously’ describes the thing slgmﬁed, an organjza-
tiotr it which éngh‘indmduaft child 4s regarsied as a“iwjﬁg oxgm? ism.

or plant whose itiner nature is capabls of unfylding its rithhess in
lﬁponse ‘to n"famrnble envuonmeut and under the: gmdener*s care.
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II. KINDERGARTEN BRACTICE.

Turning from the name to the institutich itself, it is evident that
modification in practice is steadily proceeding. Aside from the oft-
ctted illumination coming from “the lieht of 1odern psychology
and child-study,” several factors are contributing to bring -abou

" change of methods as well as of materials. Among these apé:

(1) The neud for giving to primary teacher< and SUPErvISOrs g
clear exposition of kindergarten principles and methds.

(2) The new faith in democracy. expressing itelf educationally
in new faith in children’s ability to direct their own activities and

- to organize their own groups. T .

(3) The friendly attitude toward experimentation with methods
and materials, coupled with the “newly acquired devotion to the
checking of results.” )

() The increasing number of kindergarten teachers who cach
year study education in colleges x{n‘ universities. )

[ Testing and measuring progress of kindergarten children—Until
| recently it has been urged that the difliculties in the way of securing
" n satisfactory measure of the redlts of kindergarten. training- are

.

; insurmountable, and that_the best things that happen to children
because of a year or so in kindergarten can nat possibly be reduced

o to terms of objective jneasurcment. In answer to this, Dr. W, C.
i Bagley, in his introduction to The Kindergarten in Japan, points

. out that, while the nltimate effects of certain educational doctifnes
may be difficult to predict and the immedinte effects difficult to de-
termine and evaluate, “these are assumptions neither to be made
ligh€ly nor to be used as a cloak for mental inertia. The very,
difliculty should rather be a spur to the devising of means toward
. accurate prediction, exact measurement, and just evaluation.” .
-In response to the spur prick a beginning has been made during
the past year of a valuable typé of work. Uhder the leadership of
Miss Alma L. Binzel. of Minneapolis, who_devised a tentative set of
tests of children’s abilities, a group of rienced kindergartners

i undertook to give the tests and record the results after a uniform
manner. Cerfain typical kindergarten activities were celected, ap-
propriate tests for their mensurement were determined, and groups
of children were tested at the beginning and again toward the end
of the school year. The progress in ability was recorded @ acard

- devised for the purpose, and a summing up of the findings wus madg

by Miss Binzel. ‘ A PR

; “The actiyities selegted for the project werd those epressive ofsthe
k following. forms of ability: Physical control; langiiuge, as to range

—————

; ! The' Kindergarten in Japan, by Tsuneklehi Misuno, T
00085°—10—3 . - SRS
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of vocabulary and Mlm ifi oral compazition; musical e\plewnn

and regognition; constructive ability s sliown in both tcmpm.nv

and permanent constructionsy skill in geaphic prcqultnnon scientific

aptitude as indic .\tod by -identifyving objects, answering questions ns*

to use and séurce of materials ;and 03 to processes; and mathematical

aptitude as ~h<)\\ n b\ using nnull)m counting, and recognizing mun-

. ber groups. % o
It wus the opinion of Miss Binzel that. in \]nt(\ of Landicaps, the

results of the preliminary testing justify ~¢he continnance and

expansion of the work: that-in due course of time it will he ppssible

to arrange scales of kindergarten work jnst as spelling. handwriting, i

arithmetic, and coruposition scales have been devised for grade \\'mk, ‘

that ultimately, .norm~ will cone into v}lstmm- that will be valid in

the medsurenient of progress due to Kindergarten- education; and * 1

that while growth incertain qualities of character does not n‘-uh]) '

lend itself to quantitative expression, it is legitimate to draw infer- ‘

ences as to (]('\(-lnl)ln" povwmhh from the ~(u'ntlﬁc data furnished

by the tests, . >
Waste hitwoeu the Itmlnf/r/n'( nand the primary school. —Pmm 0SS

ha<been made in the study undertaken by the commitiee on miniminn

os=entinks in kindergarten and primary grades of the snbject of what

and how mueh of the kipdergarten’s contributions to the child's |

developmient are utilized in liis stih=equent school vears. The report *
made by the commitiee chairman, Miss Annie Moore, tréats of inves- |

tigntions made in the field of arithmetical concepts, of liter: n.mo,
nn(l of the nse of frec oral expression in first grade,

A sevies of tests i’ fundamental- arithmetical concepts was need 'to
measire the abilities of kindergarten and nonkindergarten ehildren
m order to aseertain whether children- entering first. grade ofter a
\mr of kindegarten tinining are stronger ll.ll‘lfh!l\(‘tl(‘l] concepts
" than children with no l\lmlmgu'ton tmlmnf': also, if there is a, .
dffference in ability to Jentn, -whether it is due to difference in agre, -
Thestests were. npphc:l onee at the lwt'mmng of the term for initinl
,~ability, and again at the close for amount of improwgnent.

The score showod that the kindergarten children made a higher

" recard of points in both tests. The rafe.6f improvement was abont |

~the same in both kindergarten and nonkindergarten children. The
Ctime roqmrc(] by the nnnkmdergnrten group was less in the first test ;-

dn'the second test t]m time required was'the same for both groups, In
rqmu‘d to nge. ‘the l'ovnTh m(hcntod thnt ﬂm kmdorgmton pnplls, even

’h!glgcr :coros l“ pOthr“
2¥ A ‘]




dion occixrring:v and the degred®f progression secured in the subject..

- The results ofrthe study showi@nong other features. that kindergar- *
ten and first-grade teachers are dquite at one in l'o'gm'd_tohthe use of .
nursery rhymes; that in the selection af litcr:lt.l,lr(‘. first-grade teach-
ers in general choote whatever gives the hest material for teaching
reading. thus subordinating literary values to the'technique of teach-
mmg beginning reading; and that in some instances kindergarten

b teachers send fofward to the first-grade teachers a list of stories that

have been used in the Kwgergarten. y

The study of the use of ffree oral expression in the first grade was
based nporw the principle involved in the fact that * normal children’
make remavkable progress in the mastery of their mother tongue dur--

| g the preschool period. and that this mastery is attained through
the abundant and free use of speech in pur'posvful and signifieant
ways", Increased language abilty among kindergarten traineel chil- .
drencis a recognized result, dne to the freedom permitted in the kin-
dergarten and the (\l'u-on;n;!vnn‘nt of confersation about objects and
experiences of immedinte und personal interest.  Siwilar opportuni-
vies for free, naturval, oral oxpression are advocated §for primary
grades Dy numbers of schoolmen.: but that theory is ahead of pra e
i this *xspeet is made apparent by the results of the study; for' the
tendeney isfelearly towarvd silence on the part of the childron in
primary erades, a condition which prohibits their learning how to
use English fluently, intelligently, and correctly, us"fau'-us school
experience is concerned. ) '

The course of wtudy in the kindergarten—For the purpese of fur-

. thering the better understanding of Kindergarten atms and methods
by primary teachers and supervisors and providing -constructive’
suggestions for ‘the niany kindergnrten tegchers who have to work
withont a supervisor's assistance, g group of kindergartners has un-

. dertaken to formulate the kindergarten curriculum and the standfrls
involved therein. The need for a sane presentation of a saue cur-
ticuhan in: published form is“emphasized by the fact tlat strange;

. extravagant practices are being introduce here and there under the

] Il:lln(','uf“"(‘X]’(‘l'illl(‘llt:l(i()lll.’., Clear idess as to essentials are evi-
dently necessary to enable the “ experimentors? 8 diseriminate be-

tween freakish novelty and that” whicly is validly original. - '
In preparing their formulation the committee of skindergartners

. lnve treated the eurriculum in.its twofold aspect bf content, or sybe
ject matter and forms of expressign or «ctivities. The. terms’ “oral
cxprossion,” “manupl activities," ¥ dsawing,” “physigal training,”
stnature study,” and “music” have been adopted $o as to be in ac-
cordange with the usagerin foryfilations of primary-grade curricala.

The various divisions ofithic *subjget re Wiseussed as to: Aims,
general and specificy subject finntéor; methods? pftainments. In the

—
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section devoted to language, wrong e’ welk as right methods are.
. iHustrated in"-order to throw into relief some faults commonly
- committed.! s o 0 \
Rewltboﬁgxperimen[g with self-organized groups—As evidence
\of the new faith in children’s ability to initiate and direct their owr, ~
+ - play and work activities, various forms of experimentation are,in
‘progress. Those in charge of these experiments undertook the worl
firmly believing that self-activity means what it says; that the ~pon-
taneous play of children is educative: that children are rich in pur
Poses at present and are not merely potentialities; that they should”
live in the present up to the best of their ability;.that they shonld

- be measured by their intelligent cooperation, their ability to initiatce

“and control situations, and their power. of =elf-control; that in
groups organized by the teacher the lendership is one-sided. the
adjustments are made. by the teacher, the plans and problems are
set by lier, and opportunities for ¢xperimentation or invention are
meager. - :

.-While no scientific report on the experiments is as yet forthcoming.
some conclusions appear in a report presented at the International
Kindergarten Union convention (1917), by Miss Faye Henley: Mis<

. Henley poinits out that a “spontaneous gronp ” is'a free organization

" in regard t6 numbers. Sometimes one ¢hild .will work alone; some-
times groups of two or three will work together; and sometimes the
enitire ‘group is included. An “organized &roup ” is one organized

*by the teacher and held together by, her. ‘

" The conclusions reached so fur are: . oo
"1, That the spontaneous or sclf-organized group provides for
the practice of democratic principles: that the children make their
own social adjustments and find opportunity for leadership, initia-
tive, and expegjment. ' . .
* (2) That the limitations in self-organized group work are that
some children merely repeat what pleases them, without progressing;*
€ome children do what is easiest for them: soine become capﬁ-icious ’
and even lawless. S

" . ~(8) The place of the teacher ig the organization thus becumes clear. -

[ .- She gust keep the balance, help to improve standards, be ready to

. give expert advice, stimulate lagging interest by bringing in new

% ... aims or new use.of materials, T a ® "

[
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... ML.SSRVEY OF THE KINDERGARTENS OF RICHMOND, IND, ©
220 : . - _“,:'-'&-2‘ 5 8 -, [ .g'

*?; ) recent years a number of surveys Hve besn made of the school
2. Sygtems ‘of ‘various cities, ,aﬁnd:t\he“kmggtgizwgghg%g l‘?ﬁéﬁﬁ» 2

. Mk oY ; AL WY L T u§~ A it L - SN W e AP e iy .;; T_\_
e haks come i fon@'thmj;.sham of comment; but: to’the kindergartéhs  §-7

kY

. “The report will be publisbed ahortly 8 4 bulletin of the Bureau of Bducation, .

gkt SN

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

KINDERGARTLIN EDUCATIOR. ]13 *

of Richmond, Tnd.. belongs the distinction of being surveyed as a
system of kindergartens, and by a kindergartner, Miss Alice Temple,
. of the school of education of the University of Chicago.

The survey’ was undertaken with a view to achieving a closer co-

ordination between the kindergartens and the grades. . The report *
1x a most valuable docunent containing excellent suggestions for
groups of Kindergartners who way wish to conduet g survey of their
own kindergartens, - ", ’
. In carrying on the investigation Miss Tenple visited each of the
cight kindergartens twice, and visited the first-grade ‘classes; held
conferences with the teachers both sas groups and as individuals;
examined the course of study for kindergartens printed in the super-
intendent’s report for 19125 studied mfornation supplied by the
superintendent ; and exanined the written answers to questions con-
tributed by kindergarten teachers and first-grade teachers,

The report is organized under the following sections: The kinder-

. garlens; thg room pquipment ; the teachers wtpe relation between the
kindergarten and the first grade; and the carriculum and methods
of the kindergarten. _ A

In regard to the kindergartens, Miss Temple found the prt:%a'llingj
sacinl atosphere wholesome and the ‘relations between child and
teachers all that could be desired; but in some of the classsy the
children have been trained to respond automatically to a series of
plano signals and to certain artificial devices for seeuring attention.
This method tends to produce dependence upon particular forms of
gnidance rather than intelligent self-control.

‘Commenting upon the room equipment, the report redbmmends
more growing plants and some form of animal life. Of (he materials
for play and Wendwork, the criticism is that they are inadequates

+ The kindergattens are supplied with the * traditional ? materials,

It is recommended that larger blocks. together with boards of vary-

in;.: lengths, be added to the equipmeunt, in order that the children

may ke buildings and furniture for their own play use. A

¥ kinderhaus ™ or five-fold séreen to inclose a space for a playhouse

is also recommended, . . , ‘
According, to present-day theory, materials are primarily Valued
ns means through which children may give expression to their ideas:
and carry out their play purposes. This means that any of the tradi- -
; tionnl mategials may be disarded and more adequate’ ones nscd,
« - Among these more ndequate supplies sre Inrge-sized and.heavy pipers.
for consteuction work; €61t wood cut: ib blocks angd. boards, tbgether
with hammers and nails for construction; easily handfed textile nia-

{ecinls fo{ weaving; and materials for simphe and trude dolls* nlgi{iea; <

v : “ﬁpﬁﬁmenqﬁy{ eqnc'itlon!l:i;o@;)gnbh of the scnéél Review 40d. Klementary Behiood -
v Journa),” Vol, 1, No. 6, ; : v : . ; NS 0 FAETEn
: e e B e e R
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Small toy animals, small dolls, toy utensils, and dislics to use in con-
nection with bux]dmg plays are recommended.
" In respect to the "teachers and their needs, it is recommended that
-a well-trained-and thoroughly efficient supervisor of kindergarten
and primery grades be secured; that the kindergartners be encour-
Aged to attend summer sessions and pursue further study in kinder-
“eurten education: and that a more proﬁtable use be made of the
- afternoon” hours of  the kindergartners. It is pointed out that the
constructive movement within the ldndelgurten during the past 10
or 1i vears has.made rapid progiess, “and that kindergartners shonld
put themselves i in the way of further study av one of the progreSsive
normal schools or nniversities in order to keep pace with the best
developments in kindergarten practice. w»
The need for the continuity between the work of the kindergarten
“and that of the first grade -is apparent. It is suggested that the
teachers and supervisors work out s kindergarten-primary curricu-
Iutn which shall provide for continuity in each of the subjdcts com- -

0 i DR S e e s VT A S T SO TR AT

mon to both: Community life, industrial and fine arts, languaga 2
music, physical education, nature study, number work. s 9
A\ number of first-grade teachers, while recognizing the inde-

Al

pendence of the kindergarten- trtgled children in many -irections,

find them too dependent on the-teacher’s help in handwerk. If

kindergarten teachers would plan simpler forms of handwork and be

satisfied with-cruder pmdnch, ,they wauld be able to dev elop in the
chijdreira desirable degree-of independence.

The criticism Yy the grade teachers that kll\(lelgallon childven.

L wantto talk and play instead of work is n criticism of the first grade

rather than of the kindergnrten. Two reusons for this so-called rest-

lessness are that the seat work in the first grade doesnot call forth

«  the thought or the effort of which six-year olds are enpable, and that

not enough time is allowed for active play. :

Commenting upon the curriculum- and methods of the Kinder-

gurten, Miss Temniple points out that too great quantlty and variety-

- of intellectual material was introduced within a given period of

tie, and the subject_matte™was unwmely utilized to present ideas

- and ideals which belong not to the kmdolgauten but to a later etngo .

-~ of dcvelopment ' A

: ™ She criticizes as devoid of real thought on the part of the chlldren

s lo“onq which begin with a series of exercises dictated by the teacher

< ithe purpose of which:is to help chiildren take some snmple blocks from

e box, -and- “are contmued by dlreeuons as_to.vertain ‘moves with the

e

v

SRR s

or-
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e blocks, qnd afe’ ﬁmshed by,‘retumm J%ghe blocks“ to: ;he bm:es mx&n = B
. eXaut tﬁanner}ﬁ! The“dfnition=of a Tight or wiong result’in such &', Ky b
]e»on ‘is not determineéd by the fitness of the object made for the

S - uge of lt, but whether or-not. il duphca.tu t.he form made by the ;

o
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KINDERGARTEN EDUCATION, 15

teacher. Tt is pointed out that 1 chance should be given for testing
the efficiency of the objects constructed and that a motive bevond at
desire to please the teacher should be given to children’s work,

The report goes on to deal with each form of activity in the kin-
dergarten, drawing. language and literature. plays and games, and
music, in every case offering construetive and stimulating suggestions
for the improvement of subject matter and methods. .

The spirit in which the Richmond survey was undertaken, the .
friendly cooperation with which it was carried on, the carefully pre-
pared report, with its thoroughly practical and constructive recom-  *
mendations, all unite to commend not only this particular’ piece of
_work, but also this typeof work as worthy of being widely applied to
kindergarten systems.

TR R,

DR ERRCS SR

1

IV. RECENT PUBLICATIONS PERTAINING TO THE EDUCA'i’lON
OF YOUNG CHILDREN.

.

“PLAY LIFE IN THE FIRST BIGHT YraRrs!”

Miss Palmer has carefully listed games and plays that are ty*
of those best suited to the gradually developing Yowers of typi
children of the ages from 1 to 8 vears. Even a casual reader can not

v fail to get from these lists and explanatory descriptions’ a logical
idea of the-mental unfolding of the small child and the reaction he
requires from his environment to further his growth into a well-
balanced, usefulicitizen of high ideals. .

i The book is neither technical in phraseology nor dificuly in stvle .
and is so definite in its port rayal of the type of games needed by the

y, - child at various stages in-his development that it should be of great
valie, not only to the trained teacher, but to the parent orsmurse or
social worker who has the supervision of small children,

£ “ PRIMARY HANDWORK ™ AND © ILLUSTRATIVE Haxpwofk."? '
The worth of the first-nanied book lies in the value-standard it sets. -

It does not view the primary currisulgn as ‘a certain amount of

*r. knowledge to be acquired by the:child more or less painfully

{  preparation. for the next higher grade; it sces each period of the
. child’s development time seething with childish interests and .
| enthusiasms which, 1 itly used, make of cach school year n triu ph
E of achievement, development, and happiness. The problems ofé(:)iv ¢
struction are approuched from tlie child’s point of view and interest.
The standard of the work ig_muasured by the ,(‘hf]d.’s abilitv todo and” -
tiink. The child's growth is shown. by fis iicreased ability to Jutge
his efforts and intelligently mbasure his_ snocesses.” Tﬁia produices
~ what Dr. Dewey calls a “child who has something €o say rather than' =

4,0

By Luelia A Faimer, : By RilE Victoria Dobbm.-

W i v
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] having to say something.” Miss Dobbs shows cléarly the way in
which the artificial gulf between the kindergarten and the pri-
mary grades can be made to disappear. ’
In the second-named book are offered }}m'tica] working outlines
) upon which the teacher may build. The object of the book is to

2 prove by means of work already tried in actual schools:

1. That iltustrative handwork can be used profitably as a method of study 3
by giving the children s«'un(-thing tv do which they will wish to do, but which ,?
can not be done successfully without & practical knowledge of the subject é'
matter to be studied. ' %

2 “Fhat illustrative handwork can be usedd profitubiy ag a mml_:od recitation ,2
by requiring the children to make something which they ean not make success- <
fully unless they have gained vlear and definite ideas of the subject which has x};
been studied, . . ¥

3. That work of thix kind not only bas w plude as o regular forn of study .:3

and recitation, but that it can be done without exceelding the Nmit of time
allottedsto the subject. ’ * ‘ .

4. That the equipment and materinls are easlly obtainable fn any school.
- 5. That work of this king may be carried on tn the regular classroom.

6. That such methods may be?ueed by teachers who lave got been trained in
the manual arts. ’

CRPIRAR. Yo - .4

,
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A COURSE FOR BEGINNERS IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.™?
0 »

-
Rk

Miss Rankin, a trained kindergartner, has brought her knowledge
of child psychology and the knowledge gained from actual contact
with many children to the problem of making a year’s coursg of Sun-
day-school lessons that will make for a better feeling, thinking, and
doing in the life of the-little child, and that will also be quite sim-
ply and definitely stated, so that the average untrained Sun'dayi

.scliool teacher may use them literally as the supporting framework™
for her .work. " .
™~

v
-
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r
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“

“THE USE QF THE KINDERGARTEN G1#7e.”3

L3

O RRSEA LN

. The use of the kindergarten gifts carries from cover to cover n
" ‘plea for a wider knowledge on the part of the t uchers of every’ma-
- terial to be used; and a_greater insight into the progess of thé’
;-7 growthi 'of little children. The book is of particular vilue to the
" recently graduated kindergarten student. who has had a limited op. -
portunity_ for ‘actual teaching experience, and 1o the teacher who

ok

7{” . emphasizes organjzed group work in her school. - . v f
g e 'BULLETINS NOS. 1,'2; 3, 4, AND §: BUREAU OF EDUCATIONAL EXPRERIMENTS, ﬁ ,

il
%o Sihe: Burenu o Educatjongl :Exjeriments ls.iade up. ot s

Frg Ny .

* who. are"bnigiged if irit-hand: efforfs for"improwing the eucation'

A V’I_‘q_’ggi)(é_’fiom the preface in one of the btiliatih’_s: ;

iy

- . and who hnvé-all- shared In me'..g;euémltn_wve__menvmatmm,mﬁ‘&ﬁ abo

“4c 1By Mary Bverett Rankin, " *ly Omes Fulmer.

o
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inure sclentific study of them. They feel that the development of some mo}e
vomprehensive plans of utilizing the results of the recent interest in “ free
education ™ is the next step, and that it depends esgentially upon securing a
closer couperation among experimenters.

The bureau aims to accomplish these ends by giving support to
present experiments, by initiating new experiments, by collecting

- and making avayable for public use information about the whole
field of experiments in education. and by hastening the introduction
of newly acquired methods through actual teaching cxperiments.

The first bulietin is entitled * Playthings”; the second is a study
of Animal Families in Schools; the third, fourth, and fifth bulletins
deseribe the kind of work being done at The Play School, by Caro-
line Pratt; at The Gregory School, by Margaret Naumburg; at
Teachers College Playground, by Mary Rankin: at The Home
School. by Mattie Bates; and at “ Stony Ford School,” by Mr, and

g Mrx. Hutchinson. , ‘ |

{
g
g

k]

t

i : “SELECTED LIST OF STORIER.”

~ The literature committee of the International Kindergarten Uni_on
has published an excellent Jist of storicé to tell w children in kinder-
garten, first, and second grades. ."In presenting the list the committee
i point out that extended lists prepared by libraries and other com-
% pilers are eusily obtained: and for that reason it was thought best
to confine the committee’s endeuvors to the preparation of a limited .
y lixt of stories of distinctly literary quality. each story haying a
. proved value and interest for children. . ' : .
With the title of cach story are listed several books in which
different versions may be found.

~

© V. KINDERGARTEN LEGISLATION.

- The excellent mandatory-on-peiition law has yielded such good

- results during the past five years in California that friends of the

kindergarten have been stimulated to Secyre the passage of a similap

law in other States. Their efforts have been successful -in Maine,

Oregon, Tennessec. Washington, and Texas: _

§ In Maine the superintending school committees are required. upon

the filing of a petition ecoming from the parents or guardiang of 30

;v more children between 4 and 6 years of age, livihg within a mile

y; of a public elanentary school, to maintain a kindergurten as a part

¢ of the common-sthool courss, unless otherwise instricted by the city. -
or town. The kindergarten may be discontinued §f the daily average.

. attendance falls below 15 cliildren.. In respedt ¢o kindergarten .
teachers the Jaw p,xovides“’ti‘mtmo. pex‘s’qriuhﬂi_l;b%_s&llbwg@ to teach in.
any Kindergarten who has ot éémpleféd at least & tgo-years’ course
in training and received a certificaté or diploms Trom.a recognised
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N oA e
kuulvmal ten tr aining uhooi .uppxou-d by the State superintendent
of schools. .
" In Oregon the peuulmr provision of the kinder carten bill is th lt
the (~tabll~hment of kindergartens is confined to tho city of Portland,
the law stipulating that not more than five and not less than three
km«l(-rgurton\ must be installed during the vear.

The law of Tennessee is a permissive one—that is, cities and towns
may establish kmdelgartens bnt must ~upport them by means of
‘local taxation,

In the State of W ashington the enactment provides that the

N knulclgnrten shall be a part of the schiool system and bé supported
Just us the primary and upper. grades are xupportAd

The Texaslaw issimilarto that of Maine. A noteworthy feature of

the campaign was the hearty support given to the measure by the

- oflicers of the State department of education, Emphasis also was
placed ypon adequate - provisions for well- trained ‘kindergurten
teachers, ‘

In a muniber of other States the Federation of \’V()men s (‘hlbe the

PR . AR T A R RTINS

WL AT

{‘5
Nutional Congress of Mother=. and other women’s organizations are g
taking an active interest in State campaigns for- more public-school |
kindergartens. . ?

New kindergarten training schouls, —(-lowlv connected with the
legislative successes in Texas and in (' alifornia is-the announcement
- of the opening of three new kindergarién training schools. The
College of Industrial Arts, Denton, lo . has organized a depart-
ment .of kindergarten education, with MM Mabel Osgood, formerly
, of the Milwnukee State Normal School. in charge; and in the Sam
Hnmton Normal Institute. Huntsville, Tex., a kindergarten depmt-
ment is being incorporated.  Miss Grace Fulmer has opened a school .
" in Los Angeles, Cal.  Children’s elusses in kll\lolgmton and primary - §
work and a (lopalhnonl of kindergarten and primary education for.
_ymm«r wonien are included, Ewmplasis is ]ﬂ).m-(l upon open-air work.
A two-yenr kindergarten training cotirse was Grgunized in 1916 i
in the State nornal schoel, at Tempe, Ariz.; a uummg class, undor
th(- direction of Miss Laura I° isher, was oponod in Boston, the sanio™
year; and Miss’ Laura Cushnian orguanized a tmmmg school in

.

- Miami, Fla. . | Qg ¢ .8

- Kindergurten dopxutments are also being mshtuted in connectlon d- ‘

Ex Seartss - VP RET * Yl

_with the schools of education in the University . of Nebmska, ut ]
Lnuoln, and in the University of Missouri, at Columbm.
o Tl ppro;matwn for kmdergar!cn «lu('ahon.——By 1o. means .the least.
sxgmﬁdant qyent -of the past_'- s ‘tlle hppmprmtlon gmnted by B
: u;u(‘&ngress' whor@y I‘edoml wppun Iis becorhe availible: for the:im- ’s;é .
: portant field &f kmdergmtc-n proniotion and practice. Two. spacml =
mh in kmdargartsn education lomtltllte the staﬂ' {or the pmﬂent i B
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