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. LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

DepaRTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
. Bureav or Evucation,
. Washington, March 10, 1917,
Str: Any comptehensive understanding of the educational life
and intellectual' and cultural. fendencies of a country must include
- some knowledge of the number and- kinds ‘of books produced and
the relative demands for books of the several classes. ‘I therefore
. fecommend that the grapbic survey of book publications in the
United States from 1890 to 1916, prepared by Fred E. Woodward,
be published as a bulletin of the Bureau of Education.
Respectfully submitted. - © d '
) o P. P. CraxToxn,’
Commissioner.
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A‘SUQVEY OF BOOK PUBLICATION.

The rapid increase in the number of books published in the United

_ ~States, especially during the past decade, has been”the subject of

much comment. Statistics are collected regularly by the trade
papers, and these figures give the number of books for each year in
each of several well-defined .classes. Prior to the year 1900 this
classification embraced 19 divisions, but in 1901 a new class, that
of “reference books,” was added. 1n 1911, by the adoption of the
international system of classification, three entirely new classes were
added, viz, philology, agriculture, and business. There are at the
present time 24 elasses, as follows:? .

I. Philusophy. 2. Religivn and theology 3. bocmlogy and eco-
nomics.” -4. Military and naval science. 5. Law. 6. Education.
7. Philologv. 8. Science. 9. Applied scicnce, engineering. 10.
Medicine, hygiene. 11. Agriculture. 12. Domestic economy. 13.

Business.. 14. Fine arts. 15. Music. 16. Games, amusewments..

17. General literature, essays. 18. Poetry and drama. 19. Fiction.
90. Juvenile books. 21. History. 22. Geogrgphy and travel.
¥3. Biography, genealogy. 24. General works, miscellaneous.

Reference to the general chart, which shows the total number of

books published in the United States for each ycar, reveals that since
1898 the number of books has been rapidly incressing, the figures for
1903 exhibiting an increase of 50 per cent over 1899, those of 1907 an
increase of 25 per cent pver 1903, and those of 1910 more than 40 per
cent over 1907. The year 1910 was the most prolific aver known in
the book trade, no less than 13,470 titles being recorded.

The chart shows some fluctuations—a loss in 1906, 1911, and 1912,

and a decrease of 2,276 titles due to tlre European war in'1915. The
panic of 1893 was followed by u decrease of books in 1894, The Wall

Street panic of 1907 has been assigiled as the cause of the decrease in_

1908.

The chart exhibits a block for each year from 1890 to 1916, both
inclusive, and the figures in the middle of each block indicate the
actual number of books pubhshed during the year. The figures in the

upper part of each block give the number of reprints or new editions

1In laiﬂ a,new gu-. koown as Military and Naval Sclence, was establigshed and 94.

books were recorded from BSept. 1 to Dec. 31 of that year. -




6 GRAPHIC SURVEY OF BOOK PUBLICATION, ' o

and those in the lower part of the block the number.of books by
foreign authors. ' .

The number of reprints or new editions varies considerably, bt the
proportion seems to be growing smaller ns the number of native
writers increases. Fewer than one-third of the books issued in this
eountry are hy foreign authors. o

Of special interest is the fiction chart.  (Fig. 19.) Fiction has
always been an important factor in the total number of books issued
in the United States. the exact proportion varying from 27.4 per cent
in 1901 (which gave the largest percentage as well as the largest re-
corded number of fiction) to 8.77 per cent in 1914.
It is the genernlly accepted belief that i large part of publications

are works of fiction, and that this proportion is increasing as the
years go by. But the fact is that the propurtion of fiction to the
whole, as well as the actusl number of works of fiction, is constantly
decreasing. The number recorded in 1916 was 832, with one exception
(919 in 1915) the smallest number since 1o98; in fact, a smaller num-
ber than in-1886, twenty-seven years before, when 1,080 were 1ssued.
The records show that in 1890 fiction was 24 per cent of the whole
number; 1893, 22 per cent: 1R99, 17.5 per-cent; 1903, 18.6 pét cont.
Since 1918 the per: pntage of fiction has decreased. 1n 1908 iction
was 168.4 per cent: 1907, 120 per cent 1911, 9.1 per cent: 13, o5
per cent;'1914, 8.77 per cent; 1915, .44-per cent ; 1316_, 8.1 per cent.
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pruporiionate number of works of fictivn is decreaging,
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Fiction has always Lcen an interesting fuctor iu the number of books imued. The

however. (See p. 6.)
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