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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

BUREAU OF EDUCATION-,
Washington, March 10, 1917.

SIR: Any comprehensive understanding of the educational life
and intellectual' and cultural, tendencies of a country must include
some knowledge kinds of books and
the relative demands for books of the several classes. I therefore
recommend that the graphic survey of book pUblications in the
United States from, 1890 to 1916, prepared-by Fred .E. Woodward,
be published as a bullet-in of the Bureau of Education.

Respectfully submitted.
P. P. CLArros,'

Commissioner.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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A .SUOVEY OF BOOK PUBLICATION.

The rapid increase in the number of books published in the United
-States, especially during the past decade, has been-the subject of
much comment. Statistics are collected regularly by the trade
papers, and these figures give the number of books for each year in
each of several Well- 'defined .classes. Prior to the year 1900 this
classification embraced 19 divisions, but in 1901 a new class, that
of " reference books," was added. In 1911, by the adoption of the
international system of. classification, three entirely new classes were
added, viz, philology, agriculture, and business. There are at the
present time 24 clatses, as follows:'

I. Philosophy. 2. Religion and theology. 3. Sociolegy and eco-
nomics.. ,4. Military and naval science. 5. Law. 6. Education.
7. Philology. 8. Science. 9. Applied science, engineering. 10.

Medicine, hygiene. 11. _Agriculture.- 1)omestic economy. 13.

Business. 14. Fine arts. 15. Music. 16. Games, amusements.
17. General literature, essays. 18. Poetry and drama. 19. Fiction.
20. Juvenile books. '21. History. 22. Geography and travel.
V3. Biography, genealogy. 24. General works, miscellaneous.

Reference to the general chart, which shows the ,total number of
books published in the United States for each year, reveals that since
1898 the number of books has been rapidly increasing, the figures for
1903 exhibiting an increase of 50 per cent over 1899, those of 1907 an
increase of 25 per cent Aver 1903, and those of 1910 more than 40 per
cent. over 1907. The year 1910 was the most prolific ever known in
the book trade, no less than 13,470 titles being recorded.

The chart shows some fluctuationsa loss in 1906, 1911, and 1912,
and a decrease of 2,276 titles due to the European war in 1915. The
panic of 1893 was followed by a decrease of books in,1894, The Wall
Street panic of 1907 has been assigned as the cause of the decrease in.
1908.

The chart exhibits a block for each year from 1890 to 1916, both
inclusive, and the figures in the middle of each block indicate the
actual number of books published during the year. The figures in the
upper part,of each block give the number of reprints or new editions

1 In 1918 anew lac known as Military and Naval Science. was established and 94
books were recorded from Sept. 1 to Dec. 81 of that year.
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and those in the lower part of the block the nIamber.of books byforeign authors.
The number of reprints or new editioni varies considerably, lint theproportion seems to be growing smaller as the number of nativewriters increases. Fewer than one-third of the books issued in thiscountry are by foreign authvrs.
Of special interest is the fiction chart. (Fig. 19.) Fiction 111J;always been an important factor in the total number of books issuedin the United States, the exact proportion varying from 27.4 iwr centin 1901 (which gave the largest percentage as well as the largest re-corded number of fiction) to 8.77 per cent in 1914.
It, is the generally accepted belief that a large part of publications

are works of fiction, and that this proportion is increasing as theyears go by. But the fact is.that the proportion of fiction to thewhole, as well as the actual number of works of fiction, is constantly
decreasing. The number recorded in 1916 was 932, with one exception(919 in 1915) the smallest number since 1698; in fact, a smaller num-ber than in 1886, twenty-seven years before, when 1.080 were issued.The records show that in 1890 fiction was 21 per cent of the wholenumber; 1893, 22 per cent; 1899, 17.5 per cent ; 1903, 18.6 IA- cent.Since 1913 the peuintage of fiction has decreased. In 1905 /fiction
was 16.4 per cent ; 1907, 12.2 per cent ; 1911, 9.1 Aier cent ; 11b3. 9.-15per cent ;'1914, 8.77 per cent ; 1915, 9.44.per cent ; 1316, S.91 per cent.
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