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e bta.te for the extension of lnndergartens The Wisconsin State Asso-

. organized, union “ree high school- districts excepted, shall upon petition of the’

' qualified kindergarten teacher for the Instruction of said children. In ease

. heretofore mgntioned shall reside not.more than 1 mile from the bullding in

. A KINDERGARTEN 'rm\mmc scnoon.s

= f t.he kmdergarten as & neoessary part of pubhc educatxon. Tha,
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ciation employs the full time-of an experiended kindergarten teachér .
who serves ad’a field worker and, who is not only helping to extend .
“kindergadrtens but also to improve the quality of kindergarten work.

KINDERGARTEN LEGISLATION.
L] . v
- The Wiseonsin State Associatioé .cooperating with other organiza-
tions in the State, has'been successful in passing a mandawry on
petition law whxch reads as follows: . coLf

The school- board or board of education of any school dlstrict. however

parents or gunrdlans of 25 or more children more than 4 and not more than 6*
years of age establish and maintain a kindergarten In charge of-a legally

such distri¢t ryaintains two or more school buildings the parents or .guardians

which jt is proposed to establish the klndbr;.nrgen When a klndergurten shall
have been established as hereinbefore provided, it shall constitut® a part of
the common public schools of the district, and the taxes for maintenance of such
kindergarten shall be levied and collected in the sime manner as other taxes
are levied und colidted for the sugport of the common szouls When a kinder-
garten shall have ?&1 established, jt shall not be discontinued unless the

. enrollment for the precedipg year shall have been less than' 15, q

¢
- New kindergarten legislation has also been enacted in Conncctmut
Pennsyl\'ama, Kansas, and Oregon. The Kansas law makes the
establishment of kindergartens mandatory upon petition in cities of
the first class with populations over 18,500, The Penmsylvariia law
ermits the estabhshment of kmdergartens “upon the petltmn of
“parents or gpardians of at least 25 children between the ages,of'4
and 6 years, Bygiding within the district and within 1 mile of any
elementary scibol buxldmg situate in such district.” Local boards
of education afe authorized to “levy an annual tax for the establish-
ment and maintenance of kindergartens, not to exceed 2 mills on the
dollar of the assessed valuation of taxable property in the district.
Such taxes., when levied, shall be kept i & separate fund and shall
be used ‘only for ghie purpose for which they were levied.” In each
of the four Statés that have enacted kindergarten legislation a sec-y
tion of the law deals with the certification of kindergarteh teachers.
In Kanses, Pénrfsylvania, and Oregon all kindergarten teachers must
have completed a two years course of kindergarten trgmmg in an
acoredited kindergarten training school. Such‘legislation in’ regard
to the éertification of kindergarten teachers is an xmportant factor
in the standurdization of kurdergarten work, " :

 The mcreased number of teacher-trammg mst:tutxons that gwo
lnndgrgarten instruction is evidence of the increasing recognition.
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institutions now giving such instruction number 158. Of these, 88
are State norma} schools or colleges and universities, 23. are city
institutions, and 52 are private. Those supported by State funds
include the southern branch of the University of Califorpia; the -
State colleges for women in Florida. Mississippi, South Carolina, .
and Texas; the University of Nebraska; Ohio, University; and the
University of Utah. The city, institutions include' Hunter College,
New York; the Municipal Univetsity of Akron, Ohijo: :
The 53 private institutions range from small-private kindergarten
training schools to colleges and universities of -the highest rank.

This group includes the following institutions: Atlanta University -

(colored)’; the University of Chicago; .I)mke'Uni\'ersity; Goucher

 College; :Weflgsley Colldee; New York University; Omaha Uni.
versity -and NeBraska™ Wesleyan University; Columbia University;
Oklahoma City College; Temple “University ; George Peabody Col-
lege for Teachers; Brigham Young University; and Baylor College,

- “Another evidence of the incorporation of the kindergarten as an
integral part of the school is the establishment of kindergarten pri-

. mary courses in many institutions, in the place of g special kinder-
garten course. This tendency to train teachers for both the kinder-
garten und early eleméntary grades is a recognition of the fact that *
the period of 4-8 years in a child’s life is psychologically one period -

“and that all tedchers of the childrén of these ages should have the
same training. In many institutionsthis course is now a three-year
course, apd seme institutions-are bﬁ'ering a four-yeur course leading
to a degrée. Because there are 1 any problems relating to the formu. -
lation of such a coursg, a committee- of the International Kinder-

. garten Union has preparéd a thrée-year minimuin standardized . -
course of study for kirdergarten primary training schools,

THE NURSERY SCHOOL.

Not only is kindergarfen work being related in an organic w'ay
* to the work of the elementary schools through kind&rg:u:ten-primary
courses'in t;'aining schools, but the objectives of kindergarten educa-
tion are being strengthened by a new emphasis_upon the pre-
kindergarten period. - Such laboratory -experiients as Watson has
made at Johns Hopkins University, and the nursery school experi-
ments which are being carried on in England and in this country, are
stressing ‘the ‘importance of education in these earl? years. Child-
welfare workers are accustomed to assert that the most neglected of -
childhood is-the preschool period. By.* preschool period ™ is ysually
~ -mearlt. the years from 2 to 6. The kindergarten lies within this
period, 4 to 6 being commonly accepted as the kindergarten years.
While the kindergaften is_becoming more and more-a part of the
) ‘éghg.-_schoot'sy@em, the fact that such a, térm as “ preachool pex:iod,’_f
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" ignéres the kindex'garte;l means that there is still an urgent need for .

"intimate contact with large nnmbers of children of & yenrs, knows how distinct

"at 5 the varlety of individuality found among children I8 almost as great as

.few Fears.of childhood and the types of .reactions set up at that time may be

dren in early childhood. The concept that the education of young
.children consists in the mastery of tht technic of reading and writ- .

: ‘Sir Aukland Geddes, the British Ambassader, made the following
‘statement about the establishment of nursegy schodls:

" their own homes the very sort of nursery school which.we are setting @p for the
" The purpose of the nursery school Is not even to teach .the three R's, but by

‘mursery in the world is ‘supposed to,be doing. - -

i
. i

educating the public in regard to the importance of the beginnings in -
education. - 5 '

~ In a recent article entitled “Preschool education,” by Mrs.

Woolley, of the Merrill-Palmer School, the following statement -is

made: ) ’

L. N . .
Any kindergarten teacher, or indeed any intelligent adult w;'ho has come into

character traits and levels of ability are by that age. Bhysical habits, mental
habits, and elements of character and personality are already formed. Even

that among groups of adults. Tt is doubtless true that many of these tralts
are modifiable; but are they Indefinitely modifinble, or are certain trends
already established which are permanent in their influence? Even though they
be modifiable. does the establishment of given types of reaction have a per-
manent -influence on personality? Madérn psychiatry and psychology ~ are
answering the above questions by assuring us that the experience of the first

determining factors throughout lite, Doclslo{s and attitudes of adults, though
they do mot themselves realize it, may be profoundly influenced by habits of re-
sponse set' up before tl}c age of 5 years. * : %

Not only is the nurtery school movement emphasizing the*im-
portance of early ~ducation, but valuable experiments are being made
in relation to the kind of education that should be provided for chil-

ing and arithmetic is still generally accepted. The nursery school
experiments are placing a new emphasis upon more important phases
of education in the early years.’ . 0

The English education act of 1918 authorized local authorities to
provide “ nursery schools for children over 2 and under 5 years of
age, or such later age as rumy be‘approved by the board of education.”

In an address on “ The new interest in education in Great Britain,”

"One of our ideas has perhaps been more unsparingly ridiculed than the rest,
the proposal to found nursery schools; I notice the ridiculers are either chilg-
less or else are the sort of people who maintain dt considerable expense in

use of all. It is easy to make merry and to draw pictutes of tiny tots with
horn-rimmed spectacles tolling with great tomes, but the facts are otherwise,

sleep,-food, and play, provide the opportunity for little children to lay founds- -
tions of health, habit, and responsive persomality, which is Just what every

Two experiments in England have attracted wide attention—that
of Miss McMillan in London and Miss Owen in Manchester. These
‘wchools have been déscribed in two'books: The. Nursery
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Schocl, by Margaret McMillan; and ‘Nurtety School Education,
edited by Grace Owep. - 5

Miss McMillan states that on examination one-third of the nursery
children were found to have physical defects. In describing the
work*of the school she gays, “ Onee inside, the child comes mtde" the
influence of the great healers—earth, sun, air, sleep, and joy.” 'But
Miss McMillanbelieves that the nursery school has a broadet function -
¢han that of health. She writes, “I assume in the start that the
nursery school will, if ‘successful, change and modify -every other
order of schooi, influencing it powerfully from below.” -

In the introduction to Nursery Schogl Education, Miss Grace Owen
also emphasizes the rélat_ion of the nursery school to—

the national effdrt to ruise the physique of the people. & ¢ ¢ Yyhep f¢t s
considered that the rate of mortulity during these years is higher thun that
of any period except the Mt Fear, it is obvious that continued neglect by the
State would be fatul to the whole natlonal effort to raise the physique of the.
people. The nursery school, open o al. children-over the age of 2. will bridge
this gap. By means of it, regular supcrvision, the prompt ‘treatment of ail-
ment and disease, the necessury attention to right food, clothing, pergonal
babits, and health surroundings are all made possible, -

LN

But Miss Owen regards the work of the nursery as educational,
She says: : ' '

It ‘may wiso serve the wider cause 6f education. Tt is not hampered by the
truditions of a past gencration. It ds free to work out Its own salvation. It
has a new opportunity. If those who are responsible preserve simplicity of
spirit and an open mind, it may make an important contribution to our knowl.
edge of education, because 1t will be a testing ground of the fundamental edu.
cational doctrines of to-day. Moregver, by its 'insistence on cooperation with
¢he home, its interests In nelzhlmrliood'actiyities. and its constant function of .
putting the individual family in touch with the various agencies for child
welfare, it will tend to strengthen’ the movement toward brlngijlg allgeducation ‘
mto eloser touch with real life. Co-

. Some interesting experiments-are being carried on in this country,
and Miss Owen has contributed to the work in two institutions—the
Merrill-Palmer School of Detroit and Teachers Collége, ‘Columbia
University. _ ' ,

For many years day nurseries have been conducted -inm congested
portions of large‘citie's, where the children of working parents were
cared for during the day. These nurseries have been largely con-

- ¢erned with the physical care of young children and can in no sense
be called nursery schools. There are also a number of privateinsti-

. tutions where children of preschool sge attend school for & session

" varying from twa to three yéars in length. While many of these

- schools are conducting experiments on’a seientific basis, such ‘as the

+ preschool laboratory of the University of Towa, they can not be -

classed as nureery ,aohoo%_bécguse of the length of the seesion. - The
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few_hours of the mbrning do not give enough opportnfnity for the
practice and study of all the habits related to foou, sleep, exercise,

. etc. The program for a nursery school must inclutle the following :

(1) An all-day schedule; (2) a plant. equipment, and régime based
upon saientific knowledge; (3) an adequately trained teacher; (4)-
mental and physical tests of all children; (5) supervision and records
of mentgl and physjcal develogment. - - - ;

The Merrill-Palmer School, Detroit, Mich., the Bureau of Educa.
tional Experiments, New York, and Teachers College, New York,
are conducting experiments that have the qualifications listed above
for a nursery school. ‘ -

Each one ofuthese experiments is working out particular problems.’
Mrs. Woolley, assistant director of the Merrill-Palmer School, lms

this to say of the objectives of the school : -

The general plan is the”establishment of a pursery school for children be-
tween 2 and 5 years of age, and the use of*the school as a training center for

. young women students. Our little experiment, with only 30 children, is of slight
importance unless it demonstrites that the ex#slon of the educatlonal sys-
tem downward to two years, upward to include al young women‘in the care agd

- management ‘of small children, and oufward to furnish assietance to moth.ck
in their Immedinte concrete problems. is both desiruble and practienble.

Miss Elizabeth Cleveland, direcfor 6f girls’ activities, Detroit. savs:

It looks forwapd to women -bet(er tralned in th;e duties of motherbood. It

. may be possible that cogperative neighborhood nursery ‘schools will grow up in
' p

oW
i

which the mothers themselves will be the teachors, relieving each other of
many of the tasks that could be done for a group as well as for one or two,
and leaving more’time for the close communion hetween mothers undchildren,
which is theirs by divine right. S N .

-A graduate of Miss (Grace Owen’s school. Manchester. England. ig
the teacher of this nursery school. . ¥ ‘

"The Bureau of, Educational Experiments, New York, states the
objectives of their nursery school éxperiment as follows:

We.dld not set about our task of caring forf childl;en from 15 months to 8
"years of age becausé of the economic situation of working or professional
mothers—though this situation i3 distinctly a part of our problem. Our answera
.are not in terms of social or economic need. Our first answer is In terms of
educational need: We feel that the educational factors in t» gvironment for
babies need study and plinning as much as and perhaps more than those in the
environment of older childhen. Our second answer ia in_terms of research: We

. teél the need of fuller acientific data concerning children's growth—growth .of

- every sort that {s measurable of observable. _ )

All the physical side is tHoroughly incorporated into the nursery procedure
#nd thoroughly recorded. But this is not the fleld where experimenting iy
taking place. We are not experimenting in diets nor.in the . amount - of
“clothing nor ln the countless physical details to which we atiend.” We are
experimenting in the equipment and situations which lead to muscylar coor-
dination, to experimentation,” to purposeful acttvities, to emotional stability.

" . <We are noting for instance,. the amoust and kind of climbing a 2yearold -

-

Vel
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can o, the degree and kind of response he makes to varions sense stimull,
the amount and kind of cpntact with other children and with adults that he
ctan bear without strain, andbthe kind of use he makes of. his body and of all
his surroundings. i 3 '

Miss Grace Owen was brought over from England by the depart-
ment of lower primary education, Teachers’ College, to give a course
in -nursery school education at the Teachers’ College summer school
session of 1922. One of Miss Owen’s graduates has been con-
ducting a “toddlers’ class” in the Manhattanville day nursery since
May. 1922, and #his class is used for demonstration purposes for the
students of Teachers’ College.

<

PROBLEMS RELATING TO SCHOOL ENTRANCE AND
: : RETARDATION. i

One of the problems of the elementary school is the reduction in
the number of failures. The, largest number of failures is iff the
first grade. In the average city approximately one-fourth of the
chl!dren in the first grade have to repeat their first year of school
work.  The school has failed to provide conditions that ‘will meet
the needs of children in the beginning of school 1ife because it has ‘
neglected to take into consideration the preschool life of the child.
An effoft to make a better adjudtment to school conditions has been_
made by a number of ugencies in New York City. This experiment
is described in a pamphlet entitled “ Examination of Preschool Age
Children” and is issued by the health service of the New York
County Chapter, American Red Cross. The purpose of this experi- -
ment is given in the words of Dr. Ira S. Wile, chairman.of the com-
mittee on education of the Civie Club of New, York: )

lf/schools are to become the real centers for the ncti\'itiés relating to the
conservgtion of childhood it iIs potent that the time of entrance into the school
8ystem should yresent the strategic period for effective accompliishinents,
¢ ¢ ¢ The phyeical and mental examinations -of every aschool child-"at

_- the time of his registration are essentisl to; & completely humsanized system -
of education. ’ '

Eight schools in congested districts in New York were selected
for the experiment. The work was done in the Thonth of June
with the children who were to enter school in September for the first
time. A card’was sent home to the parents of these children and
contained this statement in relation to the information given: “ Have
your child examined at once! Do not delay! Start him right. The
best time to take care of a child’s health is before lie enters school.”

Dr, Jacob M. Sobel, of the Bureau o'f' Child Hygiene, makes the

following statement:, ) ]
Approximately 70, per cent of the children canvassed, either through written
| communication or 1 approach, were brought 10 the schools. Of this

number, 78 Rer cent were accompanled by théir parents. and 25 per cont by

o
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older school children. Of the 1061 children exapiaed, 833 per cent were |
found normal and 66.7 per cent with physical dvﬂae; of the latter, 252 per
cent were children who had defective_teeth as the only defpcf fourd. The ma-
Jo'rlty of the children examined were in the age grouping of 5 and G yedrs.
The study corroborates former expericnces, as regards the necd of infenslve
‘ worlk .among -children of the preschool age, for the correction of remediable
physical defects, particularly defects of tonsils, ‘nasal breathing, and nutrition,
o It also emphasizes the fact that the public, ag a whole, has nét yet realized
the importance and significance of the i1l effects of physical defects at this
age, and the importance of their remady from the standpoint of health and
schoollng. During the suipmer months, in so far as conditions permitted, the
purses of the Burenu of Child Hygiene made necessary home visits and en-
deavored, &o far as possible, to secure the removal of all defects found, and to
extend into the homes such. educational methods as were warranted by the
findings. It was also agreed that the American Red Cross provide full-time
dental hygiene service for the preschool age children examined in both the
EBast Harlem and Henry Street districts. The work began during the first
week of the medical examinations fn June. ' : )

In regard to the mental testing the following statements are
significant : . Rk o

# The work of examining 1.000 preschool agé children who would enter the

: kindergarten or 1A grade in September was undeértaken by members of the

New York State Association of Consultimgz Psychologists in the month of June, |

1921, These children were to attend eight different public schools. The pur-

pose of the psychological examination: was to Place in the hands ef scliool prin-

cipals data which could be used in the sclentitic classifieation of these children.

The sdznlﬂm:g:’of.tmn experiment in extensive individual mental sealing is

obvious to thofe cogmizant of the possibilities of the psychologieal examination
" of children. While the use of intellizence scales does not determine the com-
plete mental status of a child, it eerves ac an excellent basis of initigl grada-
tion. The completeness of the exposition of this phase of the experiment
places it i the category of constructive research in edueational psychology.,
.The result of the mental testing is as follows:

The range is from less then 3 vears to over % .v'enrs. The medinh age lies
in the range from 3 years to 5 vears 3 wmonths. e median age for the Kinder-
garten children-is found In the range of 4 vears § months to 4 Yeurs 9 months.
For the children entering first grade the m wis in the 5 vearr 3 months
to the 5 years 6 months rance, \While none of the children exdmined had a
chronological age of less than 4 vears, a large proportion of them were dnable
to make ax high a score as the avernge 4-yoar-old child. There were 101 who
fell below the 4-vear level; they ranged In mental age from 2 vears 6 months to
8 years 11 montbs.| Practically 2 per cent of the .chiliren were below the

i standard of ability usually supposed necessary for attendance at kindergarten.
On the other hand, many of the children were exceptionully capable, Twenty-

~ four of them had a mental age of 6 vears or more. - Two of them were at least

7 years old mentally. The range of mental nges of the first-grade children is

the same as that of the kindergartners Kome of them afve less than 3 vears

old mentally. Others are abote 7 vears. Approximately 30 per cent- are
below the 5-ye‘ar level. There are 157, or ybout 2S per cent, who grade above

~ 8; of these, 15, or nearly 3 per cent of the total, have n mental age of nore than

T years. It {s impossible to express in figures the greatest. fallure of our

4
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present method of organirzing classes. The habits of- fallure which are de-.

veloped when we try over and over to ret a child to that which he has not the
~ability to accomplish may be Important factors in later economic inadequacy. .

It is also impossible to estimate the pconomic loss In the ense of*a. retarded . i

bright chiid. . SRS _

There 15, however, a fairly direct measure of loss due to the preseat system

in the number of times we require children to repeat work over which they have
- once gone. Pet us take the enrollinent of our sctiool district as an example.

The enroliment numbered last<ear 13.466, and each of- the eight grades had its
representative. Rut eizht vears In scheol did not mean that a child had ad-
vanced to the eighth grade. In fact, more than one-third of the puplis bnd
been in schoé! n'longer time than was supposed necessary to reach thelr present
urnde stmanling, Approximately 5,000 children had beer compelledd 46 repeat at -
loast one term's work, - . : .

Let ur’ disregard those who failed only once, twice, or three times, and con-
fider andy those who had failwl four or more llfn'ws. We have the following
nutbwers of them: Four lundred ‘and nfnety had fafled four times; 200, five
Y times; 162, six times; G7, seven times; und S0, eight or more times

The cost of giving instruction to a child for a term has been computed. We
know how pany duellars are roq‘nirod for every child. for each '_torxn_ ‘which he -
©.ospends in oour school. 12t us sy that In round numbers it ix £30 per year or

25 per term. Then eich repetition of g term's \\'urli‘h,\' . pupil means an

acditionsdl expenditure: of (this amount. The expenditures -for the repetitions

of the children who are now enrelled in the district would amount to $125,000.

We must remember that we have not included those children who have failed

oply onee, twice, or three times, . Sinee this is the result of one district, - we.can

readily realize that the annual financial loss from fallures und repetitions
must be enovinous, ’ ]
Lut the loxs of contidence, the gense of fallure, nnd the lmpelos*ness of these
children are. more ilnpnl:fun(. Suth conditians ure not measurable in dollars
~ond cents bt do nat hecone lesg lmportunt because of that fact, It is obvious

that the children can not be at fault. Our school rrocedure must be. It pal- .

pably falls to meet the needs of nenrlypno—“lf of the children. To help the

sitnntien by organizing classes on;s the bagis of the ability of the children is

a great step in advance. . We recognize n child’s capacity and Yhen provide the

environment most - suited to hig development. - . .

Somie of the @dvacutes of grading according to intelligetice haye Insisted that

we allow the bright children to make more rupid progress through the gtades.
It & chlld can do all the work of the present eight grades in four yveahs he
_should be allowed to do so. In this contention the underlying assumption s
that the present curricutum is eminently. sutisfactory unyl necessary for the
child’s future welfare. Therefore, it ig snid, the sooner a child gets the routine
training offered in-the grades, the better will he he equipped for further study.
But there Is a possibitity that a revision of the curriculmin would be worth
“constderation, We know that aH children can not be expected to do the required
wourk in 8. or even In 10 or 12 yenrs, Are we then to keep the children who
¢ not do that work in 12 years at the same s}'hetno of thinzs as we provide
for those who can do everything required in 4 vears? Is It not possible that
n different kind of work would be better for these children And is It not
possible that even for the brightest children a modification of the schedule
might be worth while? It seems to us that we might answer in the affirmative,
The children need a richer, more diverse course of.study if they are capabrtl®
of doing’ the required work In Jess than the schedule tfme. If they have not -
the abjlity to carry on the regular assigninents, they meed a modification of -
* them; they neéd aun adaptation of their aptitudes, potentialities, ead possible
functions in’ the later years g't their lives, s : Lo ‘
. 91348°—24—26 . . - & T,
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. This notable experiment in New York City sﬁggests Miss McMiL
lan’s prophecy of the cﬂect of the nursery school on traditional
education : . . _

It will prove that this welter of Jdisease nand wirery fn which we live, and
which maleg the doctor's service loom higger than the teacher's. can he swept |
away. It will make the heavy walls, the terrible gates, the hand Plarground,
the sunlesg classreom lovk wonstrous, as they are. It will give teachers &
chance. The arrival of thousauds of beautiful und strong chikdren will break
down the Rates.  Through the awfir and grim corridors the light of joy as well ')l
as youth will pass. ¢

On the problcm of school entrunc. Doctor Gesell, of Yale Um-
vorsxtv, says:

1The prohtems of preschool hyglene and of school entrance are imopnrnble
and both in turn inseparaBle from the kindergarten. The whole matier of
school entrance Is, in the last analysis, one of bygziene. It should be comdl-
tioned primarily by standards of health and development und shoudd be regu-
lated by a_ pollcy of, mediéal oversight and educationn! observation, Instead
of uncemmnnlouxly and hapharzardly atlmlulng three - millions.of cliildrén and
falling one-fourth of our first grudors at the end of the schanl yeur, we should
gradually reorzanize the kindergarten andsthe primary schoul In sueh a way
tifat the -school beginner will be under systematic, pqu.oml observation..
This means a gradual relaxation of our present zeal to teach him and the sub-
stitution of a much more wholesome solicitude, namely, one to safeguard hils ’
health and «to understand his psychology. In the first grade all gives way to
a hasty cagerness to Instruct bim to read aml write, Eveu in the kinderygarten
we are In- danger of forgetting Froebel's suggestion: ~ Wouldst thou lead the
chilld? . . . ;Observe him and he will show you what to do” &uch a poliey
of intelligent observation of the children is not Incompatible with the program
of the progressive kindergarten of to-duy. It slmply gives to these programs
a double trend, one which {8 educative and anolther which -is interpretative.
Such a policy wilt fnevitably lead to a hygienic ratfondglization of scha®d en-
trance. The kindergarten will become the recruiting station and the devetop-
ment battalion of our i‘uwt school army.

N

Not only is the kindergarten becoming recognized as an important
factor in the control of school entrance, but two recent studiés show
that the kindergarten tends to reduce retardation in the grades.
In nine of the public schools in Louisville, 'Ky.. a study has lbeen
made of the effect of kindergarten training in the primary and
upper grades. R. J. Bell, principal of the I. T. bullsburv School,
makes this report: .

" The records complled represent 3,064 nonklndcrgnrton children and 1 407
t.lndergurtdmrulned children from uine of the Louisville, Ky., public schools;
all of which are listed below, showing by schools a percentage o :aparison of
the points under consideration. The percentage of fuilure among klndergarten
¥ upils s In all schools very much lower than among nonkindergarten children. -

t 13 also shown in the table that the per cent of retardation in all of the schgols
is much lower among the kindergarten group than it is in the nonkindergartén
group, while the reverse condition prevalls with regard to acceleration. In
eonsideration of initiative and responsiveness the results obtalned in each’ tase
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, are favorable to the kindergarten group, except ‘In the case-of School No. 2,
vrbc‘re the kindergarten children are 1.1 per cent lower in responsiveness than
that kindergurten training jtems to reduce failure, retardation, ant with
degwal and at the same time (o Increase the possibilities of promotion, accelera-
tlon, Initintive, and responsivencss. The effects of Lindergarten training as
shown by the jnvestigntion above prove conclusively that the bronder the ex-
perience gotten early in life the more gertain is the child to remain interegted

. apd active In his school work and the more capable he w1l e in the inaugura-

tlon of prodlems of his own.  He s les€ liahte to fail of promation and s more
likely (o renain one of a Troup of accelerated or normal children. . He will re-
‘apon}l“mont readily to sltuations confronting the cluss and Individual child and
wnl manifest greater initiative in the creation of situationd' or the elucidation
of conditiogs, b -

iu;c(m.\lz.\‘m'nos IN SURVEYS IN REGARD TO THE
. KINDERGARTEN

. * o

1

In a'survey of the New Bedford schools, Dr. Spaulding. of Yale
University. has published a study of the influence of kindergarten °
training on advancengnt through the .grades. He states that 49.4
pert cont of the ‘pupils reaching the. sixthr grade withiu strictly nor-
mal age had enteved school in the kindergarten. Of the children
who were retarded one. Year or more, gnly 17.6 per cent had started
in the kindergarten. Dr. Spaulding says: .

Compurathely late entrinee unquestionably handicaps New Bedford children
from the very stert; a_stady of the fkures indicates that this handicap aver-
ages approxinately a. Year. Apl the handicup continues throughout  the
schoul difetof the children, with all its serious effects on the extent of thelr
education and their conynuance in school into the higher grades- and the

highy schoul, 3 o .

Dr. Spaulding not ‘only considers the kindergarter® a means of
reducing retardation but also stresses the importance of kindergarten
- training for foreign children. He says: .
Asswmning that all childten whose native tongue is English speak the. lan-
guage well en entering: school, over 60 per cent of uu-__ New Bedford chijdren
begin mr school capecers  with serfous language " handicaps, such as. the
children of communiti®® largzely Knglish speaking do not suffer.. The kinders
Farten s the tiest place to begin the .removal of these: lunguuge bandicaps.
Trobably mare con e accomplished, fn this during a kindergarten yea? than
in any subgequent year. This initial achlevemeut gives the child of _lore’lgn
parentage something ke a fair stact, : : A .
Dr. Spaulding recommends ‘that the kindergarten age be lowered ~
to 4} years or 4 years, and that systematic eflorts be-made to enroll
all children in kindergartens as a preparation for entering the first.
-grade, - e S g . o . A
In a survey of the schools of Augusta. Me., Dr. Alexander Inglis.
" of Harvard University, commends the provision made by thé school
officials for kindergarten education’, but sugg@sts that it would be

b e i

the nonkincdergarten children. 1t scems clearly demonstrated fn the foregoing - .
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8 great advantage.if all children who enter the first grade are given
‘kindergerten training. In a recent study of retgrdation in the
schools of Washington, D. C., it is recommended that kindergartens
be established for all children of ‘5 years of age as one means of -
solving - the problem. In Minneapolis children are required to
hgve at least one quarter in the kindergarten before entering the
first grade. In exceptional cases this rule may be meodified by.the .
sssistant superintendent in charge of primary grades upon recom-
mendation of the principal of the school. - '

The following -recommendations were made by Dr. Thomas Alex-
ander, of George Peabody Teachers* College, Nashville, Tenn., in
a survey of the schools of Shreveport, La.:. '

Kindergartens should be gradually established as an lntegrﬁ part of the
8hreveport system, upon vote of the board of education. . Teachers who have
had kindergarten-primary training should alone be employed. The ktnder-
. garten and first grade should be closely articulated. The transition from
- kindergarten to first grade should be natural and easy—made so by modifl-
cation of the subject matter and methods of the primary grades so as to
conform more In fupdamental principles to some modern theory of education— .
& course based upon instincts, interests. and experience of .childhodd. There
should be fewer children per teacher in the kindergarten, - O

Dr. La Rue, head of the department of education of the East
Stroudsburg State Normal ‘School, in a survey of the .schools of
Honesdale, Pa., also emphasizes the broader training of the kinder-
garten teacher. He says: . :
-The teacher employed should be one who knows not only the essentials of

. kindergarten practice but of primary grade work ns well. She und the first-
- gfade teacher should regard themselves as mutual caretakers of ‘the children
who are undertaking the first two years of school work and classity them ac-
cordingly. Under present conditions every 6-year-old who enters must begin
the reading exercises-immediately. This ig unfortunate, for some 6-year-olds
are not ready to read. For some time longer they need the *kind of education
that comgs'through systematired play and handwork. Promotion from kinder-
garten to first xrnde should be determined chietly by these two ages, physlo-

" logleal age as revealed by the conditlon and action of the various bodily sys-
tems.and“mental age as revealed by responses to standardized exercises. ’

-Under the caption C Why have a kindergarten? ” Dr. La Rue writes
as follows: - . :

¢ . 8o'ar as the development of the pupil Is concerned, the kindergarten is
probably conducted more socially, denmcratically, naturally. and skilifully than
, any other part*of the school system from first grade through the university.
! It makes play equals of those whom caste would keep apart; but the educa-
" tional environment makes thein equals on a high level. not at all like the low-
- .level equals of the street. Further, Its protective and fostering value are lurge
. and varjed; it protects the pupil's henlth and practices him 1n tife habits of
., Bealth; ‘it protects his language from warping, ‘contaminating influences, and
‘makes correct lunguage common Instead of uncommon ; hest of all, perhaps; it.
protects. his emotions. from the regressive tendency toward anger, self-feeling,
:suspicion. igolation, sullenngél'. and nervousness, and fosters &ood nature, open-
-~ mindedness, soclability, self-confidence, cheerfulness, and the habit of being *
Bappys - - o . .
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of the recommendations was the extension of kindergartens. "Sinceé
the survey 25 kindergartens have been opened and the board of edu-
cation has decided upon opening 10 new kindergartens every year.

. In surveys made in Wilmington, Del., Wheeling, W. Va,, and Sparta, -
" Wis., recommendations were made to make the kindergarten an inte-

grakpart of the public-school system.

THE KINDERGARTEN AT THE PAN-PACIFIC EDUCATIONAL .

. CONFERENCE.

Because of the contribution that the kindergartgn has made in the
solving ‘of the race question in the schools of Hawaii it was given an

‘important place on the program of the Pan-Pacific Educational Con.

ference held in Honolulu, August, 1921." The only official ‘woman

delegate from the Uriited States represented kindergarten education.

One session was given. entirely to -the elementary schopl and’ there
were three speakers on the subject of kindergarten.education. These

speakers represented the International Kindergagten Union, the Free

Kindergarten Association of Hawaii,-and the Bureau of Education,
In eight different addresses, given by delegates of other nations and

by delegates from the United States, the kindergarten was recognized

as an integral part of schoo! education.
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-In 1920 a survey was made of the schoolé in Baltimore, Md. One
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