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SCHOOLS AND CLASSES FOR FEEBLE-MINDED AND
SUBNORMAL CUILDREN, 1926-27

This report contains statistics of schodls and classes -for feeble-
minded and for subnormal 'children. These children areinstructed
in three types of schools. State 'schools and private schools accept
mental defectives who are not insane nor charged with criminal.
acts. The city- day schitols accept children who, are subuormal,
backward and mentally retarded, and place them in special classes,o,
where they receive individual instructiori and attention. State and
private schools have boarding departments where the child can be
cared ifororas well as instructed, and where attendants 'are supplied;
and they take full responsibility for the welfare of those committed
to their care. City day "chools have their pupils only for the period
of instructipn, as a rule have no attendarits to asaist in the care of
pupils, and they allow the pupil's to return to their homes after the
school day is over. Classes in city _dity schools are usually called
"Opportunity classeg," "ungradéil classes," "classes for defectives,"
etc. Orr account the higher mentality of pupils in thes6 city schools,
statistics are kept separate for the three 'types 'of 'schools wherever it
is possible to do so.

&ports are included for 51 State insiitutions. Nb report was
received froni th-e Wrentham (Mass.) State sctiool, the Missouri.
C9lony for Feeble-Minded apd Epileptics. the Oklahoma Institute
for Feeble-Minded, the (Texas) State Colony 'ior"the Feeble-Minded,
or the (Virginia) State Colony for Epiléptics and Feeble-Minded.
Statisttcs for 1922 were wsed for .those not reporting, where the
institution was 'believed to be in existence in 1927.

Reports were received from 30 private institutions, and 1922 &Air
were included for 4 more which did not report in 1927. Reports are
included also for 218 city day schools. The 1922 report contairis data
from 51 State schools, 30 private schools, and from 138 city schools.
Eighty:five more reports from city schools are include4 in 1927 than
in 1922 and.4 more repQrts from. private schobls. In 1922 reports
were included for 214 schools and in 1927 for ,303 schools.

INSTRUCTORS

The number of instructors in State schools increased from 492 in
1922 to 580 in 1927, in private schools from 143 to 195, and in city
schoolá from 1,321 to 2,718. In Siate schoois

.
20 per cent of the in-

structiars are men; in private schools, 12.8 per cent; and in city schools,
6.4 per cent are men.

A SSISTANTS

'State schools report 4,047 assistants and private schools report
435. These assistants do.no teaching, but they serve in matters of
comfort and care of the inmates. No assistants are reported in ck
school systems. IT
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BIENNIAL SURVEY OP EmitATIox, 1924-1920 a

\ INMATES AND PUPILS

The nurpber enrolled iii State institutions increased from 21,962in 1914 to149,791 in 1927, an increase of abost 78 per cent. Theseinmates are about equally divided as to sex. In. the private inititu-tions, enrollments have increased from 916 to 2,416 since 1914, in
. increase of about 164 per tent. The am distribution in these schools'has been about equal, excepting that in 1927 there are 378 more boysthan girls.

In city schools the number enrolled in classes, for subnormal andbackward children has increased' fiom 10,890 .in 1914 to 51,814 in1927,- an increase of 40,924 in 13 years, or 376 per cent, City schoolshave been enrolling about twice as many boys as girls in these classesever since when statistics of this type were first included viiththose of State and private schoola. b*

These increases in enrollments, which are far greater than increasesin the population, do not indicate alit the percentage Df feeble-
mindedness is on the increase. It means rather that we are takingbetter care of the unfortunate children. Within the past 10 yearsthe number of city schools in which classes are orgabized for childrenof low mental capacity has about doubled. In addition to academicwork these. pupils are tauglít music, household arts, agriculture,
manual training, and certain trades, all of which are designed tomake the inmate as nearly self supporting as possible.

The tabulatioil which follows shows how these boys and girls are
classified as to mentality in the different types of schools.

Mentality of pupils in different types of schools

IN STATE SCHOOLS

Sex

Number of those wlioee mentality is
classed as

tow Middle High

Boys
Girls

Total

4, 348 6, 897
3, 970 6, 742

8, 318 \ 13, 639

5,
76, 742

842

Total

16, 987
16, 554

Percentage of those whom
mentality is classed as

* Low

25. 6
24. 0

Middle

40:8
40. 7

11,6g4 q, 541 24. 8 40. 7

IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS
b.

tots
Obis

Total

299 551
168 358

315
273

i, 165
799

. 467 909

23. 7
2L 0& 47. 3

448
588 1, 964 23. 8 46. 3"

IN CITY SCHOOLS
,

Dor--......w. ..........Girls
, .

Total

3. 506
2, 21A.

11, 805
6, 2A5

12, 661
7104

27,
15,

972
684

12. 8
14. 1

___,...,......
13. 1 1.

42. 2
40. 0

4..43
&I.........
Ai5, 721 18, 070 19865 43, 656 41. 4
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SCHOOLS.; FOR FEBBIA-MINDID AND SUBNORMAL 3
In State scbfols aqd in private schools from one-fifth to one-fourth

of the pupils classified as to mentality are in the low group, and
approximately one-third in the high group. In city schools o i °-
seventh are in tlielciw grQup and nearly one-half in the high
Since the inmates of State and of private schools are sent to those
institutions largely because they need care as well as training, it is
possible Oat a different basis is used in,grading mentality than is
ped in city systems.

TABLE 1. Review of statistics of schools and classes for feeble-minded and sub-'
normal children, 1900-1927

Items

Number of schools reporting:
State . .

City day
Private

Total

tors:
fits schools-

en
Women

Total

City day schools
Men
Women

Total

Private schools-
Men .,,.
Women_

Total

issistants:
State schools--

Men
Women

Total

Private sChools-
M en
Women

Total

¡states (or pupils):
State schools-

M ale

Tutal

.....

City day schools-
Mcle
Female

Tots,
Private schools-
. Male

Female

Total

19

10

1903

53
'195

248

1910 1912

25

15 16

40 41

1914

74 58 70
227 212 264

301 1 270

13
43

56

1910 1918 1922 1927

38 38
54 118
2.5 28

117 184

LI:A=

15 6
63 64

'7$ 70

8
82

90

764 1, 208

437
948

1, 385

511
1, 182

1, 6tr.i

X, 148
4, 644

9, 792

8, 266
7, 264

38
128

186

8, 825
7, 833

so
142

15, 530 16, 678

172

1 f, 315
10, 042

21, 357

259
166

425

417 480
293 432

710 892

359
390

749

43 51
131 133
82 30

214

51
218
$i

303

92 81
859y 344

381 451 425

44 45
626 893. 1, 089

6301 939

11 11 9
105 117 112

116 128 121

773 915 767
1, 555 949 1, 830

Z 328 2, 864 2, 597

40 29 17
183 142 182

171
f 149

14, 6M 17, 1' 18, 353
13, 308 15, i 17, 615

27, 962 32, 882 35, 968

7,489 11, 237
3, 401 6, 287

10, 890 16, 624

443 398 487
473 492 516

916 890 983

492

1, 237

580
=====

175
2, 543

1, 13,4 1, 321 2, 718

14
129

143

23
170

195

1, 006
2, 241

1, 340
29.687

3, 337 4, 047

25 108
194

219

.327

435

19,197
19, 564

24, 355
25, 436

761 49, 791

11,937 14, 480
8, 196 7, 507

83, 214
18, 000

18, 133 123, 252

707
079

51, 814

1, 397
1, 019

1;386

ilneluding those not distributed by us.

2, 416

s

;

.

.

I

,

1900

,

,..... ........ . a .....
. ....--

29

......

23

I 20

334
he=c

.

I

'

,.

.
Female

....4...

N

4

* 206

71
208

-111:11111111=11111

83 .1 116
409

.

__======g

it
.

1

1-

1

,

.

t
T.Ya

7.1" .
.

O .
I'

....a

.

r

.=4

my

L

;

,

,

t

,

e 464

A

e

e

A



BIENNIAL SURVEY OF 1111MCAT/ON, 1924-1926

TABLE 2. Summary of statistics of,schools for the feeble-minded, 1h6-17

Items

I.- n
reporting

8111Zi
Men
Women

Assistants caring for inmates:
Men
Women

Inmates in institutions:
Mate
Female

Total

Inmates not in school:
Male
Female

Total

4.414

st4

Enrollment in school:
Kindergarten-

Male
Female

Elementary wades-
Male
Female

Enrollment by subjects:
Music
Elepintary household duties
Manual training
Agriculture
Trait() training

11.-Reetipis
&tools reporting receipts
From state, county. or citY
From private benefactions
From other sources.

4 Total, including unaistributeti receipts

UT.-Expenditures

Schools repixting expenditures
For teachers' salaries, books, etc
For other current expenses

Total current expenses
For buildings and lasting improvements
Expenditures not Aistributed.

Grand total expenditures

Per capita costs:
Number of schools reporting both enrollment and expendi-tures
Enrollment in these schools
Total current axpenditures in these schools
Total expenditures for buildings and lasting improvements.Expenditure per pupil for current expenses
Expenditure per pupil for -buildinp and lasting Improve-mats

1

e s r

W.-Libraries and talus ofproperty

Numb& of schools reporting libraries
Volumes in libraries
Number of schools repotting value of propertyValue of buildings and grounds
Value of scientiflo apparatus, furniture, eti
Number of schools reporting both value of property and enroll-ment
Enrollment in these sobools-
Value of property per capita enrolled

State
institutions

Private
institutions Total

61 34 8
116 25 IQ
464 170 Ili

1, MO 108
2, 687 327 1 1,014

24, 335 1, 397 15.7125, 438 1. 019 4 184 435
A

49, 791 Z 416 51.W
A. =1111=11:1:==.

10, 921 341 11,712'10, 834 229 11,013

21. 7S5 570

1, 497
1, 322

3, 855
3, 687

6, KV
10, 180.1
R, 115
2, 317
4 712

42
$16, 381, 667

121, 838
648, 506

r

220
184

482
458

499
780
257
348,

24

$232, 722
1, 06$4196

17, 568, 311 1, 372, 428

49
$523, 076

12, 838, 334

23
$199, Si
933, 117

n?

szt
vas

tat
14671

kfilS
rim
95)

13. 361. 410
3, 089, 132

578, 401
r-
17. 028, 043

1, 132, 411
124, 070

714, 731

74

STA :70
13, 771,4S1

14, 493,111
3,211,n

657,10

1,335,212 364,11

411

7M
$13, 361. 410
$3, 089, 132

$288

*38

.49
37, 490

w *a 49
$47, 675. 670
$6, 921, p40

,, 49
48, 008

I

21
1,744

$1. 132. 411
$124, 070

$649

$71

22
24, 574.

29
$3, 393, 814

$572, 040

22
a81

$1, 908

CUM
$14,493,121

$3zi, 213, 311
$21$
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