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PARENT EDUCATION

5- 313a BY ELLEN C. LOMBARD
4

Axttxtunt Spceialirit in- Home Education, Bureau of Education

CONTENTS.---Governmental activitiesState activitiesPrivate agencies promoting pro-
grams of went educationNational Congress of Parents and TeachersOrganiza-
tions in large (itiesPeriodicals for parentsInternational Federation of Home
and School: Itesult of inquiry into world cooperation of home and school. By Mlle.
Maile

Siffnificant progress has been made diiring the biennium 192G-1928
in the parent education movement, which is one of the developing
phases of adult educiition. This progress is due principally to the
efforts of parents and their groups and to many national, State, and
local public and private agencies. In several States, scattered and
isolated efforts were brought together and, where previously projects
were carried on ineffectively, good teamwork was established with
favorable results.

GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES

Distinct contributions to parent education have been made through
the service of several governmental departments, stich as the Depart-
ment of Labor, Children's Bureau; the Departnwnt of Agricdture,
Extension Service and Bureau of Home Economics; the Department
of the Treatiry, Public Health Service; and the Department of the
Interior, Bureau of Education.

Under the designation of home education, the Bureau of Education
of the Departnwnt of the Interior has conducte71 a project of parent
education since 1913. During the past two ears. the activities of this
service have been reorganied, and they now include the preparation
of material for parent eddcation; conducting studies in the progress
of ;this phase of education and in other fields; rendering advisory
service on the education of parents and the care and training of
children; and preparing bulletins and pamphlets relating to these
activities.

In addition to étudies already begun, the Bureau of Education
has prepared and issued reading courses for parents and for boys
and girls containing questions or suggestions and references. The
program now under way includes the issuance monthly of circular
letters on parent education the completion of studies already beiun,
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2 BIENNIAL SURVIiY OF EDUCATION, 1924-1928

and the preparation of reading cou'rses on a wide variety of subjects.
In connection with its home economics work a survey of the pr6gress
of child care and training in elementary, junior and senior high
schools, and in higher educational institutions was issued by the
Bureau of Education.1

During 1927, two other studies of similar nature were issued by
agencies outside the Government, orae of public-srhool courses on

child care for girls, by the Aferrill-Palmer School. and the other on

child development and parental education in home economics, by

the American Home Economics A sswiation.
Through its research activities and studies of conditions

which children live, and throusr,h its othereactivities, such leaflets,

folders, dockers, bulletins, films, and reports, the Children's Bureau

has given aid to parents and others interested in itifant and maternal
welfare in recognizing and combating malnutrition, in preventing
and correcting poor posture and developing good posture in children,

and has assisted State and local agencies in the development of pro-

grams of child care. especially of the delinquent and handicapped

child.
Of particular and immediate educational iItie to p'arents in rural

districts are some of the contributions for the betterment of home

conditions for the family which have been made by the Extension
Service and the Bureau of _Home Economics of the Department of

Agriculture. In addition to research work and cooperation with

State agencies in many fields affecting the home, that department has

made demonstrations Of labor-saving devices for the conservation of

the time and energy of the rural housewife: it has organizol home

projects for boys and girls; and it has issued bulletins and leaflets on

planning and recording family expenditUreS, proper methods of

preparing and cooking meats, and suggestiom for designing and

making children's rompers and sun suits and dresses for little girls

for all occasions.
STATE ACTIVITIES

In a few States, Parent education has been incorporated into the

public education program. In California, for instance, the State

department of educatio'n and the State university at Berkeley have

united in a state-wide prot.:ram, of parent education. This project

includes a nursery school in the Institute of Child Welfare in Berke-

ley in which children may be studied by laboratory methods; train-

ing is given in the analysis of situations connected with Problems

.

I Whitcomb, Empline S. Typical Child Care and Parenthood Education Iii Home Eco-

nomics Departments. Washington, D. C., Government Printing Office. (U. S. Bureau of

Education. Bulletin, 1927, No: 17.)
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PARENT EDUCATION 3

of child life; Parents of children attending the nursery school are
provided with opportunities for consultation and with reliable in-
formation; and study groups of parents are formed in c9o1)eration
with existing agencies such as parent-teacher associations, women's
clubs, and the American Association of University Women.2 These
organizations take the initial steps to form the groups Imt when they
are organized they are conducted under State laws and by conform-
ing to specified conditions they are entitled to support from publio
funds and become a part Of the public-school system. It is reported
that in mnnection with this Nvork 164 discussion groups nunitwring
approximately >MO persons were organized in 027-28.

In 192S at Berkeley, t.he Institute of Child Welfare included in
its research program such projects as the description and iheasure-
meat of 'the development of children; factors influencihg develop-
ment, nutrition, nursery schools, nd miscellaneous projects.

Tile extension division of the "niversity of California at Los
Angeles coenducted, in 1927. for members of parent-teacher associa-
tions and Others ihterested in child Nvelfare, a group of courses which
included the preschool child, constructive programs Of home educa-
tion. behavior of children. and household management.

In the department of education of the summer sessions of 1928
of the University of Califorpia at Los Angeles and Berkeley, courses
Nvere conducted for traininglvaders of parents' grt.mps and for par-
ents on problems of chila development.

The California State Board of Health. in its Inireau of child hy-
giene furnishes outlines for mothers' study clui issues leaflets, cir-
culars. etc.. on many phases of Auld life and thus supplements the
work of the Public agencies describekl above.

Another excellent program for parental education varying sonle-.,
what in its methods of pTioceaure is conducted by the University
of Minnesota in cooperation with related agencies The Institute
of Child Welfare, which conducts a mrrsery school for research pur-
poses. carries on studies in child development, trains leaders in the
field of child life. and disseminates scientific information through
conferences with parents, publications, and extension service.3

A free correspondence kourse for residvnts of Minnesota for which,
during MT, 3,900 indiduals are reported to have enrolled, was
uonducted by the Inst4ute of Child Welfare. To persons who re-
side oub;ide of Minnt,isota this courlie is offered at, a nominal fee.
IAbsso.ns include the f lowing :talbjects: Importance of early growth,

The Nurmery School at Abe Institute of Child Welfare. Berkeley. Calif% University 4if
California. Parents' Bulletin No. 1, April, 1928. 10 pp.

a Bulletin of the Univervity of Minnegom institute of Child Welfare. Announcement
for the yearn 1926--1928. Minneapollq. Minn. Vol. XXX, No. 5, J1111. 24, 1927. 11 pp.
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4 BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1926-1928

physical growth and development, diet and clothing, children's

diseases, mental growth of the child. learning. emotional habits.

eating and sleeping habits, etc.
Course'§ of six or more lessons on child care and training have been

given through the Minnesota _Agricultural College to study groups

in some counties Organizations havini common aims anil purposes

in laubmony with the Zbollege form study groups in co(.1-Nlition with

the college. During 1926-27 in Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Duluth,

two 3-eredit extension cojirses were given in cooperation With Hill

general extension divis:ion.

Nnferences on child health an(I parent education were or,ranize(1

through the cooperation of many local agencies in Minneapolis an(1

St. Paul. in 1927 and 1 92S, and brought together specialists for the
discuss¡on of the chill for the benefit of parents. It is reported that

at St. Pau 300 fathers attended One session of the conference.

The Iowa Child Welfare Research Stati4 established in 1917

under Public funds which were subsequently augmented by grants
from a foundation, carrks on its research, studies not only in labora-

tory presch(wl groups of the University of Iowa but also in a chil-

. dren's hospital, the university elementary school and high schobl,

and in the homes of Iowa City. This station, which` is reported to
be the first of its kind in the United States, icts as a coonfinating

center for the child welfare research of the university. Fundamental

problems on physical, mental, moral. And social development are

studied and students are trained in the care of 'children. Confer-

Pnces and institutes on chill study are conducted for parents, teachers,

and others whose interests are allied.

PRIVATE AGENCIES PROMOTING PROGRAMS OF PARENT
EDUCATION

At Harrisburg, Pa., in 1928, a state-wide conference on parental

education was held which was attehded by 30 representatives from

city school boards, university faculties, social work and adult. educa-

tion agencies, national and State organizations of parents and

teachers.
A committee of the Pennsylania Coieress of Parents and Teach-

Prs was appointed to survey and report On all Parent-education work

carried on in Pennsylvania and to formulate concrete plans for ying
all educational and social agencies in* the development of a State

pfogriun of cooperation in this phase of edugation. This committee

outlined a 4-year program in parenthood which has been published

by the Pennsylvania Congress of Parents and TeliAers.4

4 Education in Parenthood. Year IThe Home Background. Pennsylvania Congress of

Parents nnd Teachers. 1.028. 16 n.

,.
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PARENTr EDUCATION' 5

General specifications for the guidance of expertschosen t4repare
the material for this project cover 31 topics, namely..

Year IThe home backgroithil(1) Some essentials in the
home; (2) herwlity; (3) environment ; (4) the partners in parent-
hood; (5) partnership adjustments; (C) home organization; (7)
he *.; (8) the intellectual setting.

Year IIThe prewhool aye.(1) Before birth; (.2) infancy and
early years; (3) the nature and the instincts of the preschool child;
(-I) habits and what to do. with them; (5) some nor() habits; (6)
healthlater and now ; (7) play and playmates.

reap ///The Child.( i ) The elementary school years;
(2) making the most of habits; (3) attitudes and aptitwies; (4)
4)c1al development. and adjustm(nts; 0) recreation; (( ) what your'
child reads; CO succeeding in school; (S) when and how, for things

u child should know.
Year IVidolesco)nt youth.--( 1) The natuv of adolescence; (2)

the emotional background; (3) attitudes and habits; *(4) *social
needs; (5) educational 'guidance; (6) vocational gu.idance; (7)
recreatiom :NI health; (S) the intellect mil and spiritual.

The publication included thourht-Aimulat ing questions; questions
suitable for a parent-teacher association mecAting; reports of experi-
ences and home projects; the use of the honw as a laboratory for
carrying out suggestions for procedures, Observation, and the devel-
opment of habits in parents and children; and annotated references.

At Columbia University, New York, the Institute of Child Wel-
fare Research of Teachers College, which is a center for research
in child life and parent education, is used for the various research
activities of Teachers College in problems of child development.
This includos .olne of a nonacademic nature. Demonstrations and
experiments are conducted by the institute which, in training leaders
in the field of parental edtications and child (hbvelopment, makes
use of the study groups organized by the Chihl Study Association
of America as demonstration centers.

Cooperatin.g with other agetwies, the findings of scientific research
in child welfare aro made public. 'rite activities of the institute,
according to reports of the university, include: IntensLye study of
children in the nursery school or psychoeducatiocal clinic, main-
tained in comiection with the institute for 16 children between 2
and 4 years of age; problem children and the effect of their sur-
roundings; a clinic for educational research; child care; the training

. of students in the technique of obtaining and compiling scientific
data regarding children; a study of factors in the home. that influence
sleep; and the problems of child-caring institutions.

school

4
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6 BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1 92 6-192 8

Under the (fir-Nation of the home-study division of the department
of university extension of Columbift Univvrsity, in 19626, radio lec-
tures (for parents) were. broadcast once each week from October
to June On the health of children of all ages. Outlines of the
tures were furnished in advance. The lectures covered: Factors
preceding birth which influenced the health of -.the child, health of
the infant, the runabout child, and the adolescent, child.

In 1927-28, the Washington (1). C.) Child Welfare Research Cen-
ter was organized. The following eight local organizations, includ-
ing three governmental agencies, are, represented on the executive
committee and consulting staff of this center: Bureau of Wine
Economics, Public Health Servi..be, Bureau of Education, Ameri-
can Home Economics Association, American Association of Uni-

versity Women, Nr.tional Research Council, George Washington
University, and Universitv of Maryland. A director Of research
and four teachers constitute the staff of the center which has facili-
ties for 25 children whose ages approximate 3 years. Contemplated
ia the plans of this center are classes and conferences for the parents
of children enrolk11, and observat jolt and research in the development
and growth of these young children.

The educational program of the Merrill-Palmer School of Detroit,
Mich., includes preparent al and parental instruction. Three types
of courses are giw.through individual instruction to): Parents of
children attending le nursery school, parents of children brought.
for consultation, and outsiders seeking assistance from specialists.
Grolip ,instruction is' given to persons outside ihe nursery scimol

through special lectures :Ind organized courses.
The course in parental education offered by Cleveland College,

Western Reserve University, is designedesi)ecially to meet the need:-;

a of parents and others interested in the welfare of children. The
problems of health, nutrition, housekeeping, art ,in the home, the
psychology and education of the child in each period_of its growth,
family relations, parental education leadership, fathers' problems;
and parent-teacher work constitute the subjects treated in this' course.

Baylor tiniiligrsity. Texas, the Universities of (leorgileand of Cin-
cinnati, and home economics departments in many schools and col-
leges offer instruction of. some type or other on child development
and family life or on related subjects.

FOUN DATION GRANTS ENCUURAGE PARENTAL EDUCATION

In (wder to develop the field of research in child development and
parent education, the Laura Spetpan Rockefeller Memorial has ap-
propriated funds, beginning in 1924, which make possible the devel-

opment of centegs for scientific researdi national fellowships, activi-

lec-



PARENT EDUCATION

ti:fitp; in some phase of pareiit education in several private organiza-,tion, and the research work con(lucted by the Committee on Child
Development of the National Research Council.

The purposes of this fotindation in making various grants are
specifically stated in reports to be " for scientific resear21ì, the prep-
aration of teaching materials, the training of leaders for child-study
work, and pliactical organization of parent and teacher groups for
the study of child life and child welfare." 1

Centers for research in child life and parental education' trre in
operation under these grants at University of California, Teachers
College of Columf)ia University. University of Iowa, Iowa State
College of ALrriculture, University of Alinnesota, Yale University,
State College of Agriculture of University of Georgia, College of
Home Economics Of Corr IA University, and State Department of
Education of California, 1P(1 elsewhere.

This foundation has ma.le it possible through grants for several
organizations to) extend their programs of service to parents. Among
these are: American Association of University Women, American
Home Economics Association, Child Study Association of America,
Committee 011 Child Development of National Research Council,
Cleveland Foundation, Child Welfare Research Center. Washington,.

4

D. C.q and other agencies.

CHILD STUDY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

This organization, centered in New York City, arranges and con-
ducts local and regional institutes, con.'erences, and training classes,
and assists the Institute of Child Welfare of Columbia University in
its demonstrations and rxperiments in child study and parental
education. The formation find development of stilly groups is
reported by this organigation as its basic work. Fifty-four graduate
students, eight of whom were fellowship students, are 'reported to
have been registered. for a course in parental education conducted
jointly iì 1926-27 by the Child Study Association of America and
the Child Welfare Research Institute of Teachers College, Columbia
University. To provide for student practice in leadership 28 special
groups were organized. These wge connected with various organi-
zations, such as parents' associations, neighborhood housesand settle-
ments, bealth and welfare centers, Aurciws, and other groups. Ten
other groups were organized among foreign-born women for student
observation.

Se'venty-five qualified workers in parental education or related
fields registered for the 10-day institute on parental education held in
January, 1927, to bring together for critical examination and dis-
cussion the contributions of inodorn,iicience to this subject.

523040.2.9..2
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8 BIENIAT, SURVEY OF EDUCATION. 1926-1928

Twelve groups. coniducted at the headquarters of the Child Study
Assocjatieh of America in New York City during 1 927-2S. having a
total membership of 23 1 persons and undcr the leadership of ex-
perienced ..tair members, discussed nroblems Of childhood. More
t hr.n local child study grotps, approximating 1,soo niembers, af-
filiated with the organization. Lectures and conferences, varying
from one to three days each, have been held for fatilers anti mothers.
A 4-week training course for leaders in parental education was C011

1 it 942S t headquarters.. in Whi 111 ight students were en-
bool- for parents and. for boys

(1 Study. the official monthly
rolled. Reports, pamphlets, lists o

and 'irk manuals for leaders and Chi
organ 6f the association, constitute some of the publication-, of the
opranizat ion.

NCE CLI N ICS

Child-guidance clinics, developed under the ( ommonwealth Fund,
have been consi(Lbre0 community projects requiring in each center
the coopPrrat ion of all local health, soCsiai, and educational agencies.
Childrot from 3 to i vears of a(re whose behavior showed r-

able personalitv traits and habits, which, if notcorrected early, insight
develop into delin(r27icy adult life, IIIV1 been placed by parent:-,
teachers, social and health ligencies under the Child-guidance clinics
--wherever they are ,establihed. Such community clinics have heen
established in Cleveland, Dallas, Ntinneapolis, Los Angeles, St. Louis,
St. Paul, Baltimore, Alwaukee, Pasadena, and Richmond, and some
aid ims.been Veil to other citie haing some, but nut, all, of the
facilities for establishing such clinics. sVar nsiat io ex144in the or-
iranization aud methods of the clinics.

It is reported that, the vear 1 9.27-28 the Commonwealth
Fund granted $697,0(x) to develop child-guidance, clinics visiting
teacher work in public schoolsAhl other projects related to child
welfare.

Following a 3-year demonstration in the isiting teacher service:
this work has been establishod in the public-school systems of 48
communities in 32 different States. It is reported that 1439 chil-
dren .have_been aided in these cen'ters.

The establishnwnt of an Institute of Child Guidance in New York
City provides a fully equipped center for research and for practical
demonstration for the pmblems of children and special training of
psychiatrists, ps;Thologists, and social workers. Felh)wship funds
for students in this institute have been established by the Common-
wealth Fund and are administered by the New York School of Social
Work, Smith College School for Social Work, and the National
Committee for Mental Hygiene.

a
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PARENT EDUCATION

The Commonwealth Fund has issued a pamphlet in which theclinic's are dicussed in relationhip to varion social factors') Italso publislied in .192S a Andy in parent-111M relationships whichcontains valuable data for parents drawn from some of 'the typical
experience.-: of fathers and mother- which have been gathered fromrecord of the clinics."

t111;l(.IN 11()N1E ArNt)M 14 S I VI iIiN

The A 111Crira il I I( MR.
ECOM1II1C-N ..knCiat i( )11 11,11 ;%UndliCted for i he

PaSt t WO V(1:1 P.' to aid teaclicTsrl'a project in child deveiopment a Titparental edlicat io11 the program for which 'I., ;11 charlr,, of a 11,1
worker who gives a service of consultation Mid wakes tii4lie,.. and
invest igat iolw. This project is associated with tile teaching- uf homeeconomics in schools and collefres. A survey has keen made by tiiiorganization of the child-development work in (inv. part-timil. andevening classes in public schmds and flier departments of coneirre%.,and has been issued under the title of Child Development andParental Education in Home Economic. rilli iIOeiit't iOn adini II-

.1.-Aer:', i he funds granted by the Laura Spelman Rockefeller .:1 1(611,01.i:11for the IVIsiiiiigton (D. ('.)4. Child -Welfare Research Center.Irough its monthly official organ, the Journal of Home Ec(m)mics,a 'tides on child development and parental education are puidkhed
togyther with :Lb.-tracts Of the 1e1iodic:11 literature of the field.

STUDY (;ittrUil Fi)lt RAIN 1.1) \\ (1\1 )' N

The American Association of niversity Women report an In-4ensive study during 927-2S in preschool, element zlry, and adolescent
educat*M11-. and haS Carried On a project of organizing- study groupsamong (1,11ege-t hied women. It is reported that during 19.272Sthe mothers of young'children and other adults interested in votingcliildren constituted the mombership of 41 9 study gre:tps whichwere Organized under the direvt ion of this association. In '23 eitieq%branches of the akmerican Association of University Women c()-operated Mkt y ear

.

with the program of study. The quarter! Y jour-nal Of this association contsains a depr,rt went on preschool:. elemen-tary, and adolescent education.e

NATIONAL COUNCIL M.' PARENTAL EDUCATIt)N

itive leados engaged in Organized programs for parental educa-t ion formed kt, national comwil for parental education in 1 926 to pro-w,

Truitt, Ralpb P. and other*. The Child Guidance*Cilnic and the CotoomnitYork, The Commonwealth Fund, OvisIon of publications, 192M. IOfl pp.SayleR, Mary Bu'ell. The Problem Child nt Home. New York, The emonionwenithrund, division of poblIKTTas, 1928. 342 pp.

4
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BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION', 192 19f.

mote the development of leaderip in this field; to act as a clearing
house of information on tile subject ef parental education and allied
subjects; to diseminate information of the work being (1c.in4i.--.t-o-iq tidy

and evaluate methods. materials, and results in the fielil of parental
education: to encourage the preparation of materiaTs and to. foster

the development Of parental education through existing agencies.
..ge of an

executive secretary. ,;.,Qtairman of the council. consult ing director.
Committee chairmen. and a !roverning board formulate and direct
the policies of the council.

()TITER .%(;I:NCII:k:

Many organization, n/4 already noted are maldng worthy con-
tributions to the education of parents in mental and plivical health
and in allied subjects, including Russell Sa(re Foundat iom tnerican

Child Heaith Association. National Committee for Mental Hviriene.

Elizabeth McCormick Memorial Fula Plav!rround and Recreation
..1sswiation of Americ $rnerican Social Hygiene Association.,

Anw?wan Medirlat Asso 641. and many other organizations.

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS

Reports on the progress of parent-teacher association in 'the
United State; set forth the numerical growth and tile trends of

these organizations from year to year since 1 S97. when the movement
to bring about cooperation between the home and school began.'
Some of the outstanding features of the program of this organization
are: The gradual molding of local units as integral parts of the Na-
tional Congress of Parents and Teachers: the changing emphasis
from money-raising lictivities to a program for the serious study of

parent problems: the development of an educational program adapt-
able alike to rural or city conditions and to national, State. or local
organizations: the establishment of cooperative relationships with
agencies and organizat1ons4whose aims are allied ; and the develop-
ment of a suitable literature to meet the growing needs of organiza-
tions and members.\

The numerical growth of the National Congress of Parents and
Teachers during the biennium of 1926-1928 has reached the high
level of 1;275.401 members an increase of about 32 per cent (luring

Parent-Teacher A.Amociations at Work. Biennial survey of education, 1922-1924.

Wnahington, 1). ('.. Superintendent of Document, tiovernmor.t Prin ling Office, 1925.

15 pp. (U. IS. Bureau of Education. Bulletin, 10125. No. BO.) Parent-TeAcher Associa-
tjong. Blennini murvey of education. 1924-1926. Washington, D. C.. Superintendent of
IN)cumento, Goeenment Printing Office, 19'27. 28 pp. (U. El. Bureau of Educatiop.
Bulletin, 1927, No. 11.)

The office of this organization is in New York Cit Yin

S.
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PARENT EDUCATION 11

the past two years.8 The membership*i,n 'Alaine and in Utah is re-.
ported to have more than doubled during 1928.

The parent-teacher movement depends for its normal growth upon
the excellence of leadership and strict adherence to fundamental
purposes and voluntary service of a high' character. During the
past two years increase in membership has been accelerated by mein--
jitrship drives carried on by local associations ;11 an attempt to attain
tandards of excellence establi!-Ilea by the national organization.

f.

N1).kl:1) AND SUPERMI .S()('1ATItiN s

standard aociation. as defined by the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers, is one in which there is a. membership of >0
per cent of the homes and teachers; an attendance annually of at
'least 60 per eent of the membership; active. working standing com-
mittees, including hospitality. publicity, programs, and membership;
Lix. regular meetings during the year ; compliance. Nvith State by-laws
regarding dues; a program planned in advance, based upon certain
educational Objectives: a local Triblicity chairman furnishing local
papers regularly with the news of the organization; a program cele-
brating the founding of the organization followed by a g:ft for
State and national extension work; 10 per cent. or more of families
subscribing for the national and State official organs; no promotion
of commercial undertakings or sectarian or political partisanship,
and observance of parliamentary procedure in conducting meeting
approved by State branch.9

To be ,.'.assed as a " superior as..ociat ion," a local organization mustnot Only fulfill the foregoing requirements but in addition mustjevelop a membership of 75 per cent of the parent;i and teaChers;
-amt 15 per cent. of the families in membership must be subscribers
to national official organ. The association must maintain, in
accordance with national standards, one active preschool circle.Oh addition to the committees named for a standard association, itmust have six additional standing committees-with contacts estab-
lished with corresponding committees of State organizations. It,must giwe aid in organizing it new association or help one in need;it must send one delegate to the district or council meeting, and onedelegate, with expenses paid, to the State convention. It mustpresent or read short messages from nhtional and State presidentsat, regular meetings. It is believed by leaders in this work that the

"Proceedings. Thlrty-seeond annual meeting. Cleveland, Ohio, Apr. 30 to Mny 5, 1928.Growth of National Congress of Parents anti Teachers, p. 354. Washington, 1). C., Na-tional Congress of Parents and Teachers, 1928. 539 pp,
Handbook.a National Congress of Parents and Teachers. Standards of Excellence forParent-Teacher Associations. Washingtdh, 1). C., National Congress of Parents andTeachers, 1928. P. (18-09.
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12 BIENNIAL SURVEY OF' EDUCATION, 1926-1928

maintenance of such standards ensures the strengthening and growth
of these units. Directions for the work of membership committees
have been outlined by the national organization."

EXTENTON SERVICE FOR ORGANIZ kTIONs

The ()Teat increase numerieanv of the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers necessitated the establishment in 1927 of an
extension division for research at the national headquarters in
Washington to study intensively the nei;ols of the field and to devise
plans for meetinfr theiii. 41.n extension secretary assembled, organ-
ized, and evaluated In i i 1t i ii. maga z i Ties. pamphlets, posters, and
material on child welfare, of all descriptions; Organized a pamphlet
service and prepared or arranged sources of supply of visual aids
to parent-teacLer work, such as charts, maps, slides, etc., which are
made available to) oriranizations in membership with Statee and na-
timid congress orfranization. This division and the executive
division are the units of eryice maintained at the headquarters in
Wa4iington. D. (

DEPA fz-ni ENFS. BUREAUS, STANDI CoM m -Ern:Es

Followinff a tu(lv of the departments. bureaus. and standimr
committees of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers durina
1 927-28, a reorganii.ation of the machinery of the or(ranization was

begun in the interest of efficiency. This resulted in the consolidation
of some rehlted activities. the discontinuance of some, and the real-
location of others. There are now committees at large; 6 bureaus
and 33 committees allocated in departments. each of which is under
the direction of a vice president. In the new alignment there are no
Committees under the department of organization and research. The
committees are grouped under six departmonts 1 follows: Depart-
ment of extensionparent-teacher course and membership commit-

tees; department of public welfarecitizenship. juvenile protection,
legislation, library extension. motion pictures, recreation, and safety
committees; department (1,f educationart, music. drama and pag-

eantry, humane education, kindergarten extension, school education,
student loans and scholarships.. and physical education committees;
departnient of home servicechildren's reading, home economics,
home education, standards of literatiire, social standards, thrift, and

spiritual training; department of healthphysical iiygiene. mental
hygiene, social hygiene, and the summer round-up of children; com-

mittees at large---chihl welfare magazine. endowment fund, budget,
extension among colored people, and founder's day committees.
alie..

In Handbook. National Congress of Pnrents and Teachers. Washington. D. C., National
CongreR8 of Parents and Teachers, 1928. 10$ pp.
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Work of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers is carried
on by tile officers and the committees, bureaus, and committ4s at
large. The operation of this machinery foi child welfare has been
previously described in a bulletin of the Bureau of Educdtion."

PARENT-TEACHER AssocIATIoNS AND PUBLli ITY

The maintenance by the National Conurre of Parents and
Teachers of a publicity bureau with an active manager capable of
conducting not only practical press service necessary to educate the
public 011 the important phases of the movement and its progress
hut also of training novices in publicity work, has been an important
factor in the development of the parent-teacher movement. A
country-wide correspondence course in publicity was carried on );;I
1927-2S, and demonstrations, experiments, and institutes were among
the activities reported. In consequence, publicity budgets were insti-
tuted in 19 State organizations; many State organizations send their
chairmen of publicity to conventions; and parent-teacher news is
constantly interchanTed through local, State, and national agencies..
A compilation of plans. methods, and results of publicity work for
five years was issued to guide State and local workers in interpreting
to the public the meaning of the parent-teacher movement»

SUM NI ER ROUND-UP OF CHILDREN

During the pa.4 two years the summer round-up of children, a
nation-wide activity of the Nationid Congress of Parents and
Teachers, begun in 1 925, to insure the entrance into school of children
free from remediable physical defects, has yeached new levels. The
project was initiated anti developed under the direction of Mrs. A. IL
Reeve, president, 1923-19%2S. The main objectives are to give chiltlren
a better start, in life, to reduce the number of children whose work
may be retarded by physicai handicaps, and to reduce the number
who fail to pass into the second grade because of physical handicaps.

Examinations, recommendations... and the correction of defects
must necessarily be made by experts, but the decision a-1 to whether
the examination shall be made and whether the defects discovered
shall be corrected rests with parents. Such a cainpaign, properly
conducted. carries with it an educational value for parents and
teachers. Reports indicate that -during 1927-2S a total of 2,120
groups in local communities in 44 States participated in pis cam-
paign. This WaS an increase Of nearly 40 per cent over the groups

" Reeve, Margaretta NV., nnd Lombard, Ellen C. The Parent-Teneher Associations,1924-1926. Washington, 1), ('., Government PrInting Office, 1927. 28 pp. U. R. Bureauof Education. Bulletin. 1927, No. 11.)
12 Kohn, Laura Underhill. .1 Publicity Primer. Washington, D. C., National Congressof Parents and Teachers. lira
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registered in 1927 and in the number which carried through the
campaign requirenwnts. In Flint, Mich., for example, a local par-
ent-teacher association is connected with every. scpool and a summer
round-up is carried on in every association. Cooperation with exist-
ing agencies is advocated rather than to set. up new machinery fir
this project. In practice this has resulted in the welding together of
national, State, and local public and privat(: organizations and insti-
anions capable of making suitable contributions to this campaign.

In connection with this campaign free medical and dental serv-

ice is provided for children of indigent families. This is arranged
by a committee which cooperates unotentatiously with social
agencies prepared to take care of such matters.

Several States, including California, have found it difficult, for
one reason or another, to adapt. the slimier round-up Plans of the
National Congress of Parents and Teachers to their particular sit-
uations. California, has, however, carried on an excellent state-'
wide child health program for several years.

Registrations for the 192S-29 campaign before July, 1928, are
reported to have been made by 2 432 parent-teacher associations.

The National Congress of Parents and Teachers has adopted the
slimmer round-up of children as a permanent activity of the organi-
zation, functioning under its department of health. Among the. or-
ganizations cooperating actively in this project are the Children's
Bureau, Bureau of Education, American Child Health Association,
American Medical Association, State departments of education and
health, and a long list of experts in health, education, and allied
subject6.

COURSES 1N PARENT-TEACHER WORK

One of the handicaps of the parent-teacher movement. has been the
lack of trained, experienced leaders. The National Congress of
Parents and Teachers has initiated a constructive program in order
to overcome this handicap. Through courses, institutes, schools of

instruction, conferences and classes in parent-teacher work, leaders
are trqined in the technic of the work by regularly appointed officers,

field workers, or secretaries of the national organization. Qualified
instructors are provided for credit courses in colleges and universities.
Two courses are given at the summer school of Columbia University
by the executive secretary of the prganization. Among the 86 stu-
dents enrolled in 1927 in this course were superintendents, super-

visors, college teachers, deans, supervising principals, high and grade
school teachers, some of whom were working for master's or doctor's
degrees. A course in parent-teacher work for training normal school, 0,

college, and university teachers was instituted in 1926 at Columbia

under the same instructor.
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Credit courses in the technic of organization, development, amt.
conduct, of parent-teacher associations and of program making
are feported in 1927-28 to have been given in at least 16 States.
They are usually offered in summer sessions by universities,
colleges, and normal schools. Schedules have been issued an-
nouncing either credit or noncredit courses of varying length to
he given in 1928-29 at the following institutions: Alabama College;
Alabama Polytechnic Institute; Northern Afizona State Teachers
College; Arkansas State Teachers College San Diego (Calif.) State
Teachers College; Adams State Normal School, Aladhosa, Colo.;
University of Delaware; University of Florida; University lof
Georgia; University of Hawaii; University of Idaho; Illinois State
Normal University; Indiana University; Iowa State Teachers Col-
lege; Central Michigan Normal School; Northern State Teachers
College, Marquette, Mich.; Michigan State Normal College; Uni-
versity ormississippi; Columbia University, New York; North Caro-
lina College for Women; University of North Carolina; North
Dakota State Teachers College; Wittenberg College, Springfield,
Ohio; tAliami University, Oxford, Ohio; Ohio Northern,University;
Cleveland (Ohio) College; University of Pittsburgh; Winthrop
College, Rock Hill, S. C.; Utiversity of Tennessee; Tennessee State
Teachers Colleges; Denton (Tex.) State Teachers College; Univer-
sity of Virginia; Marshall College, Huntington, W. VA.

RUR1I, DEMONSTRATIONS IN PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION

The 5-year rural demonstration in parent-teacher organization in
North Dakota which was inaugurated in 1924 at the request of The
State superintendent of public instruction has been directed and
financed for hree years by the National Congress of Parents and
Teaclwrs. This demonstration was suspended at the end of the third
year in order to give the organizations time to coordinate their ef-
forts within the State. That conditions existed requiring special
adjustment is evidenced in tbe report of the State president for
1927-28 in which it is stated that most of the local organizations arejn contwction with 1-room rural schools where it is difficult to make
cOntacts with other organizations. Thirty county councils of parent-
teacher associations were organized during the year 1927-28 to give
inspiration and to close up the gaps between the local and the State
organization. The North Dakota organization reports that during
the biennium 1926-1928 the InemberAip increased from 8,552 to
23,960.

The National Congress of Parents and Teachers transferred its
rural demonstration work in the organization of parent-teacher as-

;
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sociations from North Dakota for he time being to Nebraska late in

426. The objective for` the rst year was to organize parent-
teacher associations in 10 per cent of the schools in counties partici-

pating by September, 1928. It is reported that,47 county superin-

tendents of schools!, requestpd assistance in their respective countios.

Four field organizers of the national organization worked in the

State strengthening weak parent-teacher associations, organizing new

associations, addressing teachers' institutes, and training leaders.

TWO hundred and One associations were organized under this demon-

stration during 1927-2s.
A bulletin entitled Program Discussion :11.ateri:11 for Nebraska

Rural Parent-Teacher Associations." prepared by the director of

rural education in the State department of education, and issued by

the department in 1927, provided basic material for meetings of

rural associations. County superintendents report a better spirit of

cooperation between parents and teachers. (Trefiter interest in the

schools, better community A)irit, and incrC;iisg in the number of
orm.nizat ions.

PROCR.1 M S FOR RURAL CROUPS

The development of pave,,zt -teacher associations in rural sections

has been a slow and difficult problem. The demonstrations in rural
communities in Delaware, North Dakota, and Nebraska indicate

what progress may be expMed when leaders are trained to organize

and when suitable programs a re avAilable for rural groups.

Under the guidance of a specialist in rural life of the bureau of

rural life of the Nwional Congress of Parents and Teachers, a com-
.

mitt(le was constituted of 100 men and women nationally known for

their contribution to the progress of the farm, tile rural home. the

rural school, and rural community life.
Three conferences were held by this committee during 19-27 and

1928, the first two in Washington. D. C.. and the third in Cleveland.

Ohio. At the first coknference January 6, 19'27, the objective of the
committee's work was determined: To consider the environment
of the rural child in relation to the seven objectives in education

adopted by the' congress as its general program." At, this confer-

ence seven subcommittees lvere organizol and assignments were

made for the work of ti.e committees.
The Purpose of the rural fe bureau is: To Place general informa-

tion at the service of the States regarding those rural life interests

which require special research or national action and to prepare
practical plans and programs *hich may be adapted to the needs
of the individual rural community.

"
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Special chairmen who were experts in their fields were chosen 'to
work .with selected grou'ps of committee members in preparing.source
material based .upon the seven cardinal objectives of education which
have been adopted as the program of the national organization."

In building the program .for rural parent-teacher associations a
conferen('e was iwl( I in Washington, I). C., at the Bureau of Educa-
tion, September 26 and 27, 1927.14 The Objective of this conference
Wns to develop for the programs of rural parent-teacher units such
materials as might be useful in carrying forward their work success-
fully. Participants in this conference were representatives of the
Bureau of Education, Federal Board for Vocational Education,
Department. of Agriculture, Children's Bureau. Public Health
Service. American Home Economics Association, National Edu-
cation Association, American Civic Association. National Catho-
iic Welfare Conference. Better Homes in America. the United States
Chamber of Commerce. Southert; Woman's Educational Alliance,
and Officers and workers of the National Congress of Parents and
Teachers. Organized into seven groups, each group considered one
of the following objectives of education : Sound health, worthy hornt
membership, vocational effective.ness, mastery of tools, technics and
spirit of A

ing. wise use of leisure. useful citizenship. ethical
character. The followiniz. four questions were discussed: (1) What
are the problems which relate to the topic of your committee? (2)
What is the solution with reference to these particular problem?
(3) What enn Abe done by tiii organization toward the solution of
these problem. ' (-I) What agencies.. methods, and Plans may be
worked out'?

The Challenge of Rural Youth to the National Congress of Par-
ents and Teachers waN the themo of the third conference held at
Chbveland, Ohio, .1pril 27--`2S, 1928, br the rural. life bureau»)

v-one State,: ero represented at this conference. Th
report brings out : 'Fite desirability of helping the. rural population
to cbe. the possibilities for satisfactions in rural life; that rural
schools offer advantages which are not fully realized by educators;
that right conditions in the home, in the school, and in the com-
munity are necessary to the proper deveiopmentof chihlren; and
that. in Order to do constructive work parertt-teacher associations
Aould cooperate with ail existing agencies engaged in work for the
welfare of children in rural districts.

.11M11111-

itur31 M. Bureau. Nit1onal Congross of Parents. Source miterial for the use ofrural parenttyncher association units. 1927, .16 pp.
" National Congress of Parents and Teachers. Conference on rural life, September23-20. 1927. Washington, D. C., 1927. 20 pp.

Proceedings. Thirty-second annual meeting, Cleveland, I 11110, Apr. 30May 5, 1928.Conference of rural bureau, pp. 509-30. Washington, I). C., National Congress of Parentsand Teachers, 1928.
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PARENT EDUCATION HOME EDUCATION'

The bureau of parent education, formerly called the bureau of
child development, which had functioned since 1925 under the direc-
ion of Dr. Bird' T. Baldwin until his death, was placed in 1928

under the direction of Dr. Lawson G. Lowrey. In this bureau the
activities relating to study groups, study course-,, and adolescence
have, been allocated. course- for study entitled The Young
Child," '" outlines for individual or group study, published monthly
in the official Organ of the National Congre,,,, of Parents mitt
Teachers; the courses of the United States Bureau of Education;
Six Programs by Garry Cleveland Myers; and Study Outlines
i)isued by the American Association of University Women are
reported to have been used by many study groups. Topics of inter-
est to the members are selected by other groups and the discussion
and lecture methods are used generally.

Approximately 400 study circles for parents were reported in
1927-28 by one-third of the State organization, of parent-teacher
associations. California with 185 groups ranks first in number and
Illinois second with 1(X) groups.

Accading to the report. Of a conference on parental education
held in connection with the annual convention of the national con-
gress at Cleveland, 1Nfav 3, 19628, four conclusions were readied,
nanwly ; That. this organization should use books with outline, as
the basis of study ; that the books selected should contain discussions
of the needs of children at, different periods; that the materials
should be fitted to the needs of the average parent ; and that a series
of graded programs be prq»tred.

The home education conunittee of the National Congress of
Patients and Teacheti is another agency which conducts a program
for the education of parents and others in the home. It encourages
reading.. habits by furnishing reading courses and by promoting the
organization of reading circles and the Ilevelopment of library
facilities to meet the needs of this work. In 1927-28 this committee
worked through 30 State and local home education committees.
The materials reconinwndedlor the work are the leaflets of the con-
gress, the reading courses and circtsilar letters of the United States
Bureau of Education, the reading courses of the American Library
Association, and courses of extension divisions of unhrzr.-5itie.46.

Four organizations sent representatives to a meeting of the Na-
tional Committee on Home Education called by the United States
Commissioner of Education at Washington, D. C., April 6, 19'28, at

1Io

le Baldwin, Dr. Bird T. The Young Child, Chicago, 111., American Library Association,
1928. 34 pp.
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which the following program, subsequently adopted by the respective
organizations represented, was recommended :

1. The Bureau of Education will prepare graded. annotated reading courses
On general and special subjects, as may be warranted by public demand.
These.courses will be prepared in printed form and distributed free of charge.
The liureau will aimo undertake to give vide publicity to the project of home
vading and study courses.

2. The Am;Irican Library Association will (a) continue the preparation and
publication of its Reading With a Purpose series: and t b ) use its good offices
in urging upon local libraries, State libraries, and library commissions the
desirability and importance of cooperating in making availahle to readers
the books required for the successful pursuit of these coúrses.

3 The National Congress of Parents and Teachers will actively promote the
use of the reading courses prepared by the Bbreau of Education, the American
Library Association, 411(1 the vapective university extension divisions, and the
formation of reading and study groups for the further use of these courses.
The congress will also devise plans for making available in interested com-
munities the books required for t hose coqrses.

4. The National university Extension Association will adopt and promulgate
as part of the extension program the reading courses Issued by the United
States pureau of Education, the American Library Association, and the
respect,ive extension divisions. Each extension division subscribing to this
program will issue, on its own behalf a certificate of achievement to those
persons ho complete courses to the satkfaction of the issuing institution.
For the service of reading papers and isguing the certificate a reasonable fee
may be charged. For the present it is recommended that this fee be $1.
It is also recommended that eacb extension division consider the advisability
of popularizing these reading courses and Other means of adult education
through State eorninittee, congresses, conferences, institutes, and other forms
of cooperative endeavor.

-This program has been adopted in extension divisions of 16 State
universities, and 1' the university extension division of the Massa-
chusetts Department of Education. Other states are considering
the advisability of including it as a part of the extension education
work.

In California, during 1927-28, in addition to the reading and study
circle work carried on as a part of the State and local organizations
of parents and teachers, there were 164 parental education groups
with an enrollment of 5,000 parents organized as a part of the adult
education program under paid leaders. This state-wide project
has the active support of the California Coneress' of Parents and
Teachers.

LITERATURt ON THE PARENT-TEACHER MOVEMENT

Literature on this movement has generally been confined to leaf-
lets and bulletins issued by State and national organizations, by
State departments of education, by extension divisions of universi-
ties, or by the United States Bureau of Education. 91
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The education1 significance and underlying Principles of the
movement for the cooperation of home, school, and community, and
the part the pafent-teacher association may take in the deve!opment
of child life have been set forth in Parents and Teachers, a textbook
which as been issued under the auspico; 'of the National Congress
of Parents and Teachers."

School Life, the official periodical of the United`States Bureau of
Education, carries frequent articles on this movement, and t he Jour-
nal of Education, of the National Eduscatimn Association, and bulle-
tins P)f the State teachers associations in many States give space in

their columns to further the work.
In a recent study of the parent-teacher Organization, the activit ies

of 800 local Organizations in 9 States were listed, analyzed, and
classified. These States were: California, Iowa, Michigan, New
Jersey, New- York, North Carolina, Ohio, Texas. and Virginia.
Three major proNems ere stated as objectives of the 'study: (I)
To discover what activities parent-teacher associations usually engage
in; (2) to consider what place, if any, such an organization should
have in our educational program; and (3) to undertake an evalua-
tion of present activities to see in what ways, if any, redirection of
energy should.take place."

ORGANIZATIONS IN LARGE CITIES

Parents' Educational Burcau. The work of the Parents Educa-
tional Bureau of Portland, Oreg., an organization whose funds are

derived from popular subscription to the community chest, is carried
on by the voluntvr service of the members of tbr Oregon Congress
of Parents and Teachers, local physicians, ant nurses.

Parents whose children register with the bureau are eligibLe, to

attend the. lectures and discussions On practical problems of child-
hood which were announced in 1927. The bureau is inten#41 for
clinical work with children residing in the city between the ages) of

2 and 7 years and, of any age up to 7 years outside of the city limits.

PARENTS' "COUNCIL OF l'IliLADELPIII.k

During 1927-2S the Parents' Council of Philadelphia had a mem-
bership of 913 fathers and mothers in 47 child-study groups which
met weekly or semimonthly. The council maintains for its groups
a reference and loan library, a bookshop which supplies books for

17 Mason. Martha Sprague. editor. Parents and Teaciwrs. A survey of o &mixed coop-
eration of home, school, and community. Boston, Ginn & 1928. 317 p

"Butterworth, Julian K. The Parent-Teacher Atomoclation and Its Work. New York,
Macmillan Co., 1928. 149 pp.
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parents which are not easily found in bookstores, a bibliography
servivo, and a speakers bureau. Publicity has been issued through
the official organ, Parents' Council Pilot. Parenthood education for
families in the conAnnity who desire it is stated as the objective
of this organizatioti.

'The parents' touneil furnishes leadership for child-study groups
but takes no responsibility for the organization, administration, or
housing of the groups which have been formed by parent-teacher
associfttions, clubs, churches, or other community gronps.

The program for a course of lecture-conference on personality
growth in children WaS prepared in, cooperation with the Philadel-
ph,ja Child Guidance Oink in 192S. Leaders in educatiA,.pyrchoi-
ogy, and psychiatry open the discussions' which follow the lectures,
and members of the group participate.

A monthly bulletin has been issued in mimeographed form as a
Part of the Service of this council.

PARENTS'THE UNITED. ASSOCIATIONS GREATER N EW YORK SCHOOLS
INC.

series of programs 011 trerids in eloantary and secondary edu-
cation were prepavd by a committee of the United Parents' Asso-
ciations for its nwetings in 1927-28. The topics for the pro-
gram, selected because of th.eir importance in the life of Ow average
child, dealt with what the scivauLidoing for the individual child;
the changes in present-day living; education 24 hours a day: progres-
sive movements in education, etc.' The speakers' bureau furnished
speakers for all topics listed in the program, and, when nexary,
speakers in foreign languages were Isludplied.

In 1928 the United Parents' Associations sponsored a parents'
exposition primarily for parents. This project had the cooperatiorí
of#, pH local agencies of child welfate. It was feported that 93
outstanding authorities worked on the various conunittees which
arranged the program.

The fundamental purpose for which This organization was estab-
lished is to awaken and instruct parents as to the importance of im-

.

proved school conditions, adetpate instruction, teachers of the high-
est type, and other equally important topics.

The organization is sening its member associations by providing a

field service on organizatioli problems: helping committee chairmen
plan programs; publishing The Schools Parent, the official organ,
weekly, except in July and August ; giving radio talks; acting as a
clearing house; conducting studies on problems affecting the schools,

and recommending united actioli on them.

41
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PERIODICALS FOR PARENTS

The following is an incomplete list. of periodicals, some of which

are official organs of organizations, which cpntain popular or tech-

nical contributions of educational value for ,phe use of parents or

others interested in child life :American Child; American Chihl-

1104 Babyhood ; Childhood .117:ducatEducation; Children, the Parents' Mag-
azine; Chill Welfare Magazine; Child Study; Hygeia; Journal Of

the American %.!.,sociation of University IV(-)Inen; Journal of Homo
Economics; Mother and Child ; Progressive Education; 1111(1 School

Life. There are many more publicalions which, 'from time to time,

furnish excellent material for parent education; among these ate the

Popular women'. journal:;.

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF HOME AND SCHOOL

fedoration of the forces enga!red in child welfare throuvrhout

the world was organized ivo an International Federation of Home

and School at the meeting of the World Federation of Education

Associations in Toronto, Canada. in 1927, and headquarters were

c-tablisited at Northwe:4 School, 142 1 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
organizations represented at this meeting were the Canadian

National Federation of Home and School; the National Mothers

Congress of Japan; the Union International de Secant's aux En-

fants, Switzerland; Parents' National Educational Union, Ireland;
Ndtional Congress of Parents and 'teachers, Ihnit(7(1 State; Anstro-
American Institute of Education, Austria; Ligue de l'Education
Familiale, Belgium; National Ministry of Education, China; De-

partment of Education, Cuba; People's College, Denmark; New

Education Fellowship, England; Jupior Red Cross, France; Prus-

sian Landtag, Germany ; Department of Education, Hawaii Hindu-

stan Association of American and Gawalior College, India; Japanese

Educati,cn Association, Japan ; Department of Education, Mexico.

The objective of this organization is to bring together the forces

which are working in home, school, and community, whether for

the purpose 'of teaining parents, teachers, or children, for the im-

provement of the cimditions under which boys and girls of all ages

live and work and play." The program for the two years 1927-1929

includes: Acting as a clearing house of information on matters con-

cerned v.ith the fulidamental purposes; publishing an international

news letter; conducting a biennial conference coincident with the

meeting of the World Federation of Education Associations; and

promoting the organization of fiational groups.

-
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RESULTS OF INQUIRY INTO WORLD COOPERATION OF HOME AND SCHOOL

BY MLLE. MARIE BUTTS

General Seerclayy Inirrnational Bureau of Education, Genera, Switzerland; Chairman,
Committee on Education, International Federation of Home and

In a message to all countries the president of The International
Federation of Home and School says:

We fully understand that each nation must have its own special program.
We, in the United States, do not claim that our plan of parent-tcacher asso
tions is a perfect one, but we know by j wrietwe that it succeeds with a great
vnriety of nationalities. 'We have in our National Congress of Parents and
Teacher's* groups speaking Gorman, Spanish, Japanese, Russian, etc. We have
developed here owapizations which are not purely Anglo-Saxon but which
may he adapted to the 'vatic,' viewpoints of people of all nationalities.

With the desire of making an inquiry into the methods en oyed
in other countries to bring together the school and the home, a ques-
tionnaire WaS sent, out by tlw International Bureau of Education,
Geneva, Switzerland, for the International Federation of Home and
School. About 50 replies from departments of public instruction
and principals of public and private schools were received. Mem-
bers and correspondents in more than 50 countries were then asked
to send information, and 77 replies (tame from 32 countries

In proceeding tairiAla the abstract of the returns, a distinction
was made behveeniotlie o Idol organizations prescribed 1,37 law, and
the private undertakings. It is important, to note that the govern-
ments of vanious countries, far from being indifferent, to the move-
ments to bring school and home together have, far more often than
is generally believed, made seriims efforts to establish conditions of
good understanding between the home and the sohool.

Parents' councils are created by law in several countries, especiOly
those in which C4)rman is the language, such as (iermany, the terri-
tory of the Saare, the Free City of Danzig, and Austria. These
councils (Elternbeiriite), at whose meetings the teaching body is in-
vited to be present, permit parents to exprese their desires as to the
education of their children with a vkw to ate establishment of un-
derstanding and cooperation. between home and school. In Ger-

i..many large gr.oups are fornwd for,thetsupport of a special type of
school to which they may be attachedfor example, the Free Na-
tional Association of Parents of the German High Schools, and the
National Parents' Club of the Mi.erman Intermediate Schools, etc.

Here are a few details in regard to the parQts' councils of Sax-
ony. At, the beginning of each 'school year, the Marents may, if they
Eo desire, elect a council of .parents to which fathers and mothers
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whose children attend the school are eligible. Generally, in Saxony,
these councils are divided into two sectionsthe clerical group and
the lay group. These.councils try to develop -a sense of parental re-

sponsibility to work with the teachers for the success of the school
activities, but. they have no authority to interfere with school ofE-

cials, the teaching force, or the individual teacher. The school-di-
recting committee, established in Saxony more than a half century-

ago, exercises the right of control over the teachers. Teachers and
official authorities are represented on it.

In Hamburg the Council of Parents names the head master.
Aforeover, the school council is composd of an equal number of par-
ents and teachers, and each school has its parents' publications.

In Danzig the faculty of the primary sichools is, elected by the

school deputies who are named by the citizens and is composed as

follows: One-third, residents of the school district ; one-third, teach-
ers; and one-third, members of the senate. These deputies seek to

establish a close contact and collaboration between the home and
school. Formerly this activity was impeded by political considera-
tions, but politics has passed into the background and, it is reported,

it is necessary to guard against. its reappearan(T.
In Austria the Parents' Council, co`mprising one-third teachers and

two-thirds parents, with the addition of the president of the city
school board, the district. school inspector, the school physician, etc.,
is chosen by the members of the Parents' Association. Since the
World War these associations have developed rapidly in Austria.

They are to be found in all primary (elementary) schools of Vienna
and of the Province. where the majority of the inhabitants are re-
ported to be social democrats. They have to be recognized by law

and the decree of August 4, 1922, insi.sts upon their obligation to
establish a close collaboration of home and school.

Their activities are especiiilly practical in nature. They furnish
funds by the organizat,ion of school festivals, excursions, gynlinastic

lessom. reading rooms, for the purchase of musical instruments, ma-

terial for manual training, etc. The cost of country vacations for
delicate children has been met, but they can not officially organize
child protective aciivities. They have no right of sifpervisdon over

the teachers, and they must keep out of politics.
Poland has in certain Provinces official councils of parents, and

in Holland and in Belgium receptions and meetings are prescribed
by law, but this does not mean that they are actually organized
everywhere.

It is in Rumania that the Government and the teachers have

apparently profited mo.t by the aid of the parents. Each school has
its committee, instituted under a law of 1919, and composed of

-
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parents, teachers, local authorities, former pupils. and other inter-
ested persons. These committees work for the benefit of the schooN
along the following lines: The construction or repair of school build-
ings; planting of ganlens; promoting school museums, art classes,

libraries; organization of conferences, festivals, courses, vacation
colonies, open-air schools: aid for needy pupils, etc. It is due to the
support of the parents that after the war it was possible to recon-

struct the schools and that they are now functioning satisfactorily.
In some countries there are parents' associations in addition to the

parents' councils. They are to be found, as previously mentioned.
in Austria: in Bulgaria they are organized in all the secondary
schools of the capital. They are also to be found in Australia, where
they are called " Parents and Citizens Associations"; they correspond
to the parent-teacher associations of the United States. Their by-
laws must be approved by the Minister of Yublic Instruction. They

, have no teaching jurisdiction and must not interfere in .matters of
ilinstruction. but leir object is to defend the interests of the school

and to sustain he teaching body in its relations with the public.
They endeavor to promote regular school attendance. give aid to the
teachers, and supply funds for the improvement of the schools (play-
grounds. books. pianos. etc.) . In Western Australia, the parents'
associations appoint the school board and are united in a federation
called the " Federation of the Parents and Citizen's Asoeiations,"
whidi publishes a monthly journal. In Victoria the school commit-
tees,,appointed by the Parents and the Parents' association, Play the
same r6le as the parents and citizens' alociations in the other
Provinces"

.

It is quite evident that in many countries parents, if they are not
organized into councils or associations, 4re officially represented on
school committees, educationid commissions, and others of the kind.
This is pointed out in replies from Belgium, Scotland, Estonia,
Norway, Switzerland, and India. As an example of what is done, in
the community of St. Gilles, Belgium, the members of the school
committee are: The fathers and mothers of the children -attending
community schools; delegates from clubs of various activities; post-
school and outside of school fathers and mothers in their turn. The
fathers and mothers are appointed by the parents of the pupils,
gathered in an assembly, which is presided over by the Provost of
Public Instruction. At these assemblies, or parents' meetings, the
representative of the department of public instruction makes an ad-
dress on the organization and plan of the teaching in the community

11' It should not lw inferrvd that the Australian school hoard% and school committees
have the same functions as our nwencien which bear thotal titles. 1i1 Augitralla teachers
re.appoinled and 'insigne(' and ochtiols are maintained by the central government of cab,
State. Editor. rh\ IA*
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schools and' discusses with the parents the best methods of preparing
their children for life.

In the elementary schools of Estonia, the parents and teachers meet
at least three times a year to discuss educational and pedagogical
questions. Their wishes are then submitted to the educational council
and to the Kuratorium. The Kuratorium, composed of one-third
teachers, one-third school authorities, and one-third parents, concerns
its(:lf with financial questions and with school attendance.

For Purposes of home education there is in England th Parents'A
National Educational Union which whs founded 30 years go, well
known for its special methods of home .!ducat ion and for organizing
t he Parents' Union School. Its official journal is the Parents' Review.

In Switzerland the canton of Schaffhausen has a Cantonal Society
(I Instruction which deals with educational questions and to which
belong people of all classes and of all political parties And at Sole-
nre a decree of ilfay 26, 1877, instituted in each of the 10 districts of
the canton, an educational association recruited from the school com-
mission (teachers and friends of the school) of the district.

There is a .project. under French law which aims to create school
councils, whose members are reported to be the mayor of a commu-
nity, the head masters and mistresses of the. school, with. an equal
number of municipal councilors, fathers and mothers of the pupils,
and teachers. These councils are intenAed primarily to *take care
of the material interests of the s( hool. An article on the Manual of
Elementary Instruction (January 16, 1926) declares:

We conceive of the school council as first of all the center, where will of
necessity be united all the subsidies, legal or optional, together with other
lesourees, which tbe SCate, the departments, the communities, and private indi-
viduals may lend to the school, and as the agent especially authorized to use
these credits and these contnibutions. The council will supervise the mting
up and the maintenance of tlw local schools; will take the necessary hygienic
measures; ill create gardens, studios, experiment stations, etc.; but it shall
not interfere in the organization of the curriculum. The principal shall main-
tain his educational inaependence. Thanks to the school council it will he
possible tu attach.to the school the civic personnel so that it will become au-
tonomous from the financial point of view. .

In Paraguay each public scho91 has a people's ectucational commi-
sion, composed of parenis and leachers, and appointed by the na-
tional council of education.

From this enumeration of facts taken from the report which was
based upon replies to an Inquiry, a conclusion has been drawn that
in spite of the many praiseworthy efforis which are briefly described1
the problems of cooperation of the forces of home and school have
not yet been solved. The two groups still oppose and contradict
each other. The reasons for this incompatibility have been given
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frequently in detail : The lack of education or of interest in educa-
tional matters on the part of parents; distrust on the part of the
teachers, who do not like to have the parents interfering in their
'affairs; social prejudices; politics, etc. In Norway, for example, we
are told t hat the supervising committees. composed partly of parents,
have only increased the difficulties of the teachers, especially in
matters of discipline, and have even caused attacks to be made upon
the teachers in the labor papers. In such countries as India, where
the new generation is far removed from the old, the parents would
have difficulty in giving really effective Cooperation. An English
correspondent points out that it would be difficult to create an
:Nsociation of parents and teachers in England because societies
:ire already too numerous; the social conditions do not allow
ihe success of organizations of the type found in the United
States; and the English teachers are professionals, men of cer-
!Ain technique, indrvidualic4ts, and little disposed to allow them-
selves to be counseled or aided by parents. In South Africa in
response to the questionnaire it, was stated that the school admin-
istrators are already so largely controlled and influenced by the
public that they do net need to meet with the parents; in another
section it is the Opinion of the superintendent that parent-teacher
associations would not be very useful in the rural districts because
the teachers are already in daily contact with the parents, but in
the cities they miOit, render invaluable service.

In spite of all difficulties and although progress may be slow, the
cooperation of home and school is steadily advancing. It engages
more and more people, and methods are being improved. When
these methods, adjust ed to ineet the needs of each country, shall have
been centralized by a-sirong organization directing them definitely
toward the same end, it will be possible to fully realize this com-
munity of action between parentF and teachers.
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