


Message from the  
Secretary of Education

/s/



All students must take  

Algebra I, Algebra II 

and Geometry.*

U.S. manufacturing leads the world in global innovation, but it is essential to inspire a 
continuing pipeline of students to pursue STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) 
careers to sustain our technological edge and compete in the global economy.  

--National Association of Manufacturers 

* With approval, a student may substitute 
another math course for Algebra II or 
Geometry, but not both.



Raising the bar for grads

* With approval, a student may substitute another lab  
  science for the Chemistry/Physics requirement.

All students must take Biology,  

a Physical Science, and Chemistry  

or Physics.* 

Average ACT score

South Dakota National

2009 22.0 21.1 74%

2008 22.0 21.1 77%

2007 21.9 21.2 76%

2006 21.8 21.1 75%

2005 21.5 20.9 76%

% of SD 
grads tested



The number of students in South Dakota’s public university system requiring remedial 
work in math has dropped by 8 percent since the Opportunity Scholarship program  
started in 2004. English remediation also has declined by 3 percent in those years.   
--South Dakota Board of Regents 



LEARN MORE:

www.sdepscor.org

Expanding learning  
opportunities in CTE

Taking students deep into  
world of science

LEARN MORE:

www.doe.sd.gov



Eighty percent of executives believe that fusing the three Rs (reading, writing and 
arithmetic) and four Cs (critical thinking, communication, collaboration and 
creativity) would ensure that students are better prepared to enter the workforce. 
--American Management Association



This isn’t your grandma’s high school

What does this mean for students?

42
Districts offering  
Senior Experience

44
Districts using  
Teachers as Advisors

125
Districts with students using 
South Dakota Virtual School

LEARN MORE:

www.highschool2025.com



An estimated 72.1 percent of South  
Dakota’s high school grads go on to  
postsecondary. That’s one of the top five 
rates in the country. 



Making the most of MyLife

What does this mean for students?

What does this mean for schools?

LEARN MORE:
www.SDMyLife.com



Course numbering 101
The department laid the groundwork for a common course numbering  
system to be used statewide. Under the new system, course numbers will  
be standard from one district to the next. The result: a common  
understanding of the content of courses and consistency in student  
transcripts across South Dakota. 



Improving writing skills

What does this mean for students?

Moving to consistent standards

Seventy-five percent of students scored  
proficient or advanced on the 2009 Dakota 
STEP reading test. 



Across the United States, research has shown  
that students in schools with good school libraries 
learn more, get better grades, and score higher 
on standardized test scores than their peers in 
schools without libraries. 
--School Libraries Work! 2008 



SWIM to support student learning

Elevating the teaching profession

Teacher certification became a paperless 
process in 2009-10, resulting in a $10,000 
annual savings to the department.



State Aid 

63%

Federal Grants 

33%

Agency  
Budget 

 4%

Composition  
of FY 10 Budget 

Per-Student Allocation 



Funding K-12 education

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
helps schools go green

Fourteen South Dakota school districts received $1.7 million in 
grant funds to purchase “greener” school buses or retrofit older 
models with devices that reduce toxic emissions. The result? 
Reduced exposure to pollution for school children. 

Department of Education Budget Breakdown (FY 10)                                             
 
State Aid                                             

State Aid to General Education   $348,613,560                          
State Aid to Special Education    $46,795,542                                                  
Technology in Schools                $9,289,169                                                      
State Aid to Postsecondary Institutes  $19,767,425                                              
                              TOTAL STATE AID $424,465,696 

Grants (Distributed by DOE)                                              
General Administration                   $4,542,947                                                     
Career and Technical Education   $8,226,763                    
Curriculum, Technology & Assessment          $8,578,816                            
Accreditation and Teacher Quality  $15,633,994        
Educational Services and Support  $188,912,033                 
State Library                                      $271,570
                                TOTAL GRANTS $226,166,123 

Operational Budget  $27,482,374                           

GRAND TOTAL  $678,114,193  



Department of Education  
Management Team

Board of Education Members 

State Library Board Members  
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