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New Web Site for the 2010 Census

The Census Bureau is working hard to reach every person living in
America to inform them and their communities about the importance
of the 2010 Census. The new 2010 Census Web site is the platform

on which we can build a national dialogue about how each person’s
participation helps paint a new “Portrait of America.” Spread the word
to your students, family, friends, and neighbors about why the

2010 Census matters. Visit www.census.gov/2010 to:
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e Hear real people from all walks of life and from communities across America express their
questions about the census and get the real answers.

Learn the truth behind census myths.
Easily find answers to even more questions.

Learn about the key census dates.

how the census is easy, safe, and important.

2010 Lesson Plans - Managing Data
Strand

Whether analyzing assessments, compiling
classroom grades, or developing lessons, every
educator will admit that it’s not the collection but
the management of data that is so critical. The
skill of managing data is basic to the classroom
and a common thread through all the Census in
Schools’ 2010 Census: It’s About Us lessons.

These brief summaries of lessons indicate grade-
level activities related to the K-12 lessons’ strand:
Managing Data.

K-2

In the lesson “A Class Census,” students learn
what a census is and how it’s conducted. The
teacher creates a classroom tally chart and simple
pie chart using data about students’ transportation
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Walk through the 10 questions on the form that you will receive next spring.

Visit the multimedia center (videos, photos, and audio) to experience people’s stories about

Students complete a worksheet by placing data
into simple graphs and tables, creating tally and
pie charts. A second take-home worksheet gives
parents/guardians brief information about the 2010
Census and requests them to assist the child to
complete a make-believe census by “interviewing”

a toy animal.

3-4

The initial activity of the grade 3-4 lesson “A
Class Census” is similar to the K-2 lesson: the
teacher creates a classroom tally chart and simple
bar graph. The question in this lesson asks
students what neighboring state they would most
like to visit. Students then break into teams and
complete a worksheet tally chart as they take a
schoolwide census by asking students questions. A
second worksheet functions as an assessment tool
when students view the 2010 Census form and

answer questions.
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5-6

The title “Take a Census” provides insight into
this action-oriented lesson. The worksheet “A
Nonsensical Census” directs students to collect
and compile data and then to determine the mean,
median, and mode of their answers to four zany
questions. A second student worksheet directs
students to www.census.gov to use “Data Finders”
to learn real demographic data and to compare
their state data to county data.

7-8

Students have an opportunity to work in groups to
play a fictional community planner and choose a
site for a community sports center. They research
data from American FactFinder to answer guiding
questions, consult maps, and determine three
suggested locations. A second worksheet contains
questions for students to analyze their decisions,
weighing pros and cons of the three suggested
sites.

9-12

Lesson 2,” Numbers Tell a Story,” connects
census data to U.S. historical events. Researching
statistics, student groups link statistical data to
historical events such as the Great Depression,
WW 1, the Oklahoma Land Run, and the Dust
Bowl. A worksheet directs students to compare
census data from 1960 with 2000 and draw
conclusions about changes in urban population.

Lesson 4, “Census and Apportionment,” helps
students learn the role census data play in
apportionment decisions and to analyze the
connection between apportionment and the
Electoral College. After a brief review of
apportionment and its history, students predict
their state’s future loss or gain of seats in the U.S.
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House of Representatives. The worksheet
identifies House of Representative apportionment
based on data from 1990 and 2000 censuses and
asks students to observe apportionment data in
order to draw conclusions about the shifts in
population during that decade.

Lesson 11, “Projections and the Census,” directs
students to access a wide range of census data and
analyze census data to make future projections by
correlating historical information and census data.
Students work in pairs to examine a case study
and write an essay about their own 2020
population projections.

Classroom Activity for November

We have attached a fun classroom activity that
uses math, reading, and language arts skills.
Attached to this newsletter are Thanksgiving facts,
a student activity and a teacher’s answer sheet.

Contact Census in Schools

If you would like to share any thoughts or ideas
about ways to introduce the 2010 Census to your
students, please call 1-800-396-1167 or e-mail us
at: < Census.in.Schools@census.gov >.

Additional information about Census in Schools
can be found at our Web site:
< http://www.census.gov/schools >.

To subscribe or get general information about this
mailing list, visit:

< http://lists.census.gov/mailman/listinfo/census-
schools >.
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Thanksgiving Facts from the U.S. Census Bureau
Nov. 26, 2009
In the fall of 1621, the Pilgrims, early settlers of Plymouth Colony, held a three-day feast to celebrate a
bountiful harvest, an event many regard as the nation’s first Thanksgiving. It eventually became a national
holiday in 1863 when President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday of November as a national day
of thanksgiving. Later, President Franklin Roosevelt clarified that Thanksgiving should always be celebrated on
the fourth Thursday of the month to encourage earlier holiday shopping, never on the occasional fifth Thursday.

250 million

The preliminary estimate of turkeys raised in the United States in 2009. That’s down 8 percent from the number
raised during 2008. The turkeys produced in 2008 together weighed 7.9 billion pounds and were valued at $4.5
billion.

Weighing in With a Menu of Culinary Delights
45.5 million
The preliminary estimate of turkeys Minnesota expected to raise in 2009. The Gopher State was tops in turkey
production, followed by North Carolina (37.5 million), Arkansas (28 million), Missouri (21 million), Virginia
(16.4 million) and California (15 million).

709 million pounds

The forecast for U.S. cranberry production in 2009. Wisconsin is expected to lead all states in the production of
cranberries, with 400 million pounds, followed by Massachusetts (190 million).

$9.2 million

The value of U.S. imports of live turkeys from January through July of 2009 — 99.3 percent from Canada.

1.8 billion pounds

The total weight of sweet potatoes — another popular Thanksgiving side dish — produced by major sweet
potato producing states in 2008. North Carolina (874 million pounds) produced more sweet potatoes than any
other state. It was followed by California (437 million pounds) and Mississippi (335 million pounds).

2.2 billion bushels
The total volume of wheat — the essential ingredient of bread, rolls and pie crust — produced in the United
States in 2009. North Dakota and Kansas accounted for 34 percent of the nation’s wheat production.

13.8 pounds
The quantity of turkey consumed by the typical American in 2007, with a hearty helping devoured at
Thanksgiving time. Per capita sweet potato consumption was 5.2 pounds.

The Price is Right
$1.33
Retail cost per pound of a frozen whole turkey in December 2008.

117 million
Number of households across the nation — all potential gathering places for people to celebrate the holiday.

** This data is excerpted from the Thanksgiving Facts for Features from the U.S. Census Bureau. For complete
source information and to view the entire document, visit < www.census.gov > and click on “Facts for
Features.”
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Name Date

Thanksgiving Facts from the U.S. Census Bureau
Student Activity Sheet

Fill in the blanks with the correct answer from the information provided in the Thanksgiving Facts from the
U.S. Census Bureau. Then use the letters in the boxed blanks to form a six-letter word related to Thanksgiving.
(Hint: There are too many letters because some are duplicates.)

1. Therearel1l7 D households across the U.S.

2. The retail cost per pound of a frozen D . D __ last December was $1.33.

3. The forecasted production for U.S. cranberry production in 2009 is 709 million _ D :
4. _ _[J_ _ U0 _ 1 leadsall states in cranberry production.

5. North Carolina produced more of this food — a popular Thanksgiving side dish — than any other state.

Jo___ __bgud-_d

| 6. The total volume of wheat produced in the U.S. in 2009 was 2.2 billion _ _ ][] _ _ [
7. Minnesota is nicknamed the _ _ _ [] _ _ state.

8. From January through July 2009 the U.S. imported most live turkeys from the country of

9. Did you eat your share of turkey? The average Americanate 13.8 _ [| _ [] _ [].
10. What general observation can you make about the geographic location of cranberry production?

Use the letters in circles above to form a word related to Thanksgiving

Can you find these geographic place names related to Thanksgiving? Once you locate them, take this home
and challenge your relatives to a Thanksgiving geography lesson.

Turkey, TX, NC

Turkey Creek, LA

Cranberry Township (Butler County) PA
Cranbury, NJ

Plymouth, MA, MN

Mayflower, AR
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Thanksgiving Facts from the U.S. Census Bureau
Teacher Sheet
Answer Key:
1. million
2. turkey
3. pounds
4. Wisconsin
5. sweet potatoes
6. bushels
7. Gopher
8. Canada
9. pounds
10. Cranberries are grown in northern climates

Word Related to Thanksgiving - Thanks
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