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IWhat We Know About Unclassified Students
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We cannot tell from
the data what students’ intentions are, but
unclassified students would include those who are
taking courses for personal or professional

CHARACTERISTICS OF UNCLASSIFIED STUDENTS, FALL 2003

ALL STUDENTS UNCLASSIFIED STUDENTS
NUMBER OF STUDENTS 271,337 15,304
FEMALE 57% 58%
MALE 43% 41%
ASIAN-PACIFIC ISLANDER 5% 4%
BLACK 15% 12%
HISPANIC 15% 17%
INDIAN-ALASKAN NATIVE 0% 0%
NON-RESIDENT ALIEN 4% 4%
UNKNOWN RACE 2% 3%
WHITE 60% 59%
FULL-TIME 70% 16%
PART-TIME 30% 84%
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Education courses

accounted for the largest

number of credit hours, which suggests that many
unclassified students may be taking courses
required for initial or advanced certification. Math,
Chemistry, Economics and English also had large
numbers of unclassified students, who may have
been filling general education requirements
(College Algebra, Freshman Composition), or
taking courses to prepare for medical school
(Organic Chemistry, Calculus), or MBA programs
(Microeconomics). Unclassified students in
accounting courses may include CPAs fulfilling their
biennial continuing education requirement.

About 35% of courses taken by unclassified
students were at the graduate level (humbers 5000
and above) and 65% were undergraduate (4000
and lower).

Who are they?

The gender balance and race/ethnicity distribution
of unclassified students are roughly similar to the
general population, with a slightly lower proportion

of black students and slightly higher proportion of
Hispanic students. Florida residents accounted for
95% of courses taken by unclassified students.

Unclassified students are older than the general
population, with an average age of 31 compared to

22 for all students.

Where are the unclassified students?

Universities that serve a statewide population
(FAMU, FSU, New College, and UF) have fewer
unclassified students (0-1% unclassified) than the
other institutions (2-7% unclassified), which are in
larger cities and have a higher proportion of

commuter students.

Where can I learn more?

For more data on unclassified students, see the
Standard Enroliment Reports at

http://www.fldcu.org/enrollrpts/
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UNCLASSIFIED STUDENTS’ CREDIT HOURS BY

UNIVERSITY, 2003-04 (Preliminary)
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