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Helping Our Most Vulnerable Families 
Overcome Barriers to Work and Achieve  
Financial Success

Every year, our KIDS COUNT data underscore 
the fact that kids from poor families too often lack 
the opportunities and assets that will enable them 
to become successful adults. Compared to their 
more affluent peers, kids from low-income families 
are more likely to suffer from preventable illnesses, 
fail in school, become teenage parents, and become 
involved with the justice system. As a result, these 
young people frequently reach adulthood without 
the necessary tools, experiences, and connections 
to succeed. At Casey, we’ve long believed that the 
most powerful approach to altering the future of 
our nation’s most disadvantaged kids is to enhance 
the financial security of their parents. The most 
basic and best way to do this is to help parents con-
nect to and succeed in the workforce.

Over the past decade, states have made 
significant strides on this front—partly due to 
changes in our nation’s social welfare policies  
that placed time limits on the receipt of welfare 
benefits and allowed states more flexibility to  
set new work standards. Coupled with the robust 
economy of the late 1990s, these new policies 
caused welfare rolls to decline significantly  
and increased the employment rate of single  
parents substantially.

Although progress has been made toward 
helping struggling parents become employed, far 
too many have not successfully connected to the 
workforce. In 2004, almost 4 million American 
children lived in low-income families where 
neither their parent(s) nor any other adult in the 
household worked at all in the past year. U.S. 
Census Bureau data show that during the late 
1990s, as new welfare work rules took effect and 
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KIDS COUNT, a project of the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation, is a national and state-
by-state effort to track the status of children 
in the United States. By providing policy-
makers and citizens with benchmarks of 
child well-being, KIDS COUNT seeks to 
enrich local, state, and national discussions 
concerning ways to secure better futures  
for all children. At the national level, the 
principal activity of the initiative is the  
publication of the annual KIDS COUNT Data 
Book, which uses the best available data to 
measure the educational, social, economic, 
and physical well-being of children.  
(This Pocket Guide is derived from the 2005 
KIDS COUNT Data Book.) The Foundation 
also funds a nationwide network of state-
level KIDS COUNT projects that provide a  
more detailed, community-by-community  
picture of the condition of children.
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the economy surged, the number of children 
living in non-working, low-income families 
dropped considerably. But since then, largely 
unacknowledged by policymakers or the media, 
the figure has been rising. Between 2000 and 
2004, the number of children in low-income 
households where no adult worked grew from  
2.9 million to 3.9 million. One million of these 
children live in the suburbs, and 600,000 live  
in rural America.

Many of the obstacles that impede par-
ents from steady employment have been well 
researched and well documented in Casey pub-
lications and in various policy research venues. 
These barriers include an inability to secure 
affordable and accessible child care; low literacy 
levels; limited transportation options that make 
it difficult for parents to commute to avail-
able jobs; and disincentives that strip govern-
ment benefits from families when they become 
employed and earn wages. In addition, a signifi-
cant number of parents face debilitating physi-
cal and mental health barriers to employment.

There are four employment barriers that 
policymakers and others consider among the 
most difficult to overcome: substance abuse, 
domestic violence, a history of incarceration,  
and depression. These burdens can diminish  
a person’s motivation and ability to find work. 
Furthermore, they can make it particularly  
difficult to demonstrate the workplace skills  
(for example, attendance, punctuality, collegial-
ity, ability to take direction) that employers  
view as a foundation for success—even for  
entry-level jobs.

Because many people face more than one of 
these barriers simultaneously, it is critical for poli-
cymakers to champion interventions that are inte-
grated, flexible, and comprehensive in their scope.

Several promising state and local initiatives 
demonstrate that many people who are considered 
the most difficult to employ can indeed become 
successful, both as workers and parents. For 
examples of these effective efforts, see the com-
plete essay in the 2005 KIDS COUNT Data  
Book at www.kidscount.org.

Although these initiatives provide direc-
tion, they do not sufficiently address the needs 
of those persistently jobless Americans who 
can’t connect to the workforce. If we’re really 
going to build on successful welfare reforms 
and make good on our national aspiration to 
make work the pathway to self-sufficiency, 
then we must address the needs of this popula-
tion in a more systematic, comprehensive, and 
integrated way.

We need to enable states to craft policies 
and programs that will help people overcome 
multiple barriers, while assisting them to secure 
jobs. We support the idea of offering states 
more f lexibility, including the use of waivers, 
to combine welfare and workforce resources 
into a more robust, integrated support system 
for the most challenged job-seekers. In addi-
tion, we recommend:

■ First, given the time limits (5 years or less) 
imposed on low-income families under 
the 1996 welfare reform law, states should 
screen and assess Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) program recipi-
ents aggressively to uncover hidden barriers  
to employment.

■ Second, states must do a better job of col-
lecting and analyzing data on the number 
and characteristics of TANF recipients with 
serious employment barriers.
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■ Third, more emphasis should be placed on 
helping those TANF recipients who suffer 
from severe and/or multiple barriers and do 
not succeed in standard job search programs.

■ Finally, for individuals transitioning from 
incarceration to society, states and localities 
must do more than provide work experience 
in prison to help them successfully connect 
to the workforce upon release.

We believe—and the evidence affirms—that 
it is possible to help these particularly vulnerable 
parents address and overcome these obstacles. 
Taking these solutions to scale, however, will 
require a significant commitment on the part  
of federal, state, and local leaders.

Today, too many parents want to work  
their way out of poverty, but are unable to do  
so, and as a result, the futures of too many kids 
are severely compromised. As a nation, we can 
and must do better than this. We can and must 
finish the work begun under welfare reform and 
make good on the promise of helping all of those 
who want to work—even those facing the most 
formidable barriers—connect to a job, become 
self-sufficient, and find a path out of poverty. 
Almost 4 million kids are depending on us.

Douglas W. Nelson, President 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation
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The percentage of babies weighing less than  
5.5 pounds at birth has risen steadily since 1985. 
It reached 7.8 percent in 2002—its highest level 
since 1970.

Infant Mortality Rate (deaths per  
1,000 live births), 1975–2002
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After being cut by more than half since 1975,  
the infant mortality rate rose slightly between 
2001 and 2002—its first increase in more than 
40 years. Preliminary numbers, however, suggest 
that it went back down in 2003.

Charts on 10 Key Indicators
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Percent of Teens Who Are High School  
Dropouts (ages 16–19), 1975-2003
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Teens ages 16 to 19 are less likely to have 
dropped out of school in 2002 than in 1975. 
This measure has shown slight improvement  
over the past couple of years.

Teen Birth Rate (births per 1,000  
females ages 15–19), 1975-2002
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Teenage childbearing has declined steadily since 
reaching 62 births per 1,000 teens ages 15 to 19 
in 1991. At 43 births per 1,000 in 2002, the teen 
birth rate has reached its lowest level ever.
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Child Death Rate (deaths per 100,000  
children ages 1–14), 1975–2002
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The child death rate has been cut in half since 1975, 
reaching 21 deaths per 100,000 children in 2002.

Teen Death Rate (deaths per 100,000 
teens ages 15–19), 1975-2002

Before inching upward between 2001 and 2002, 
the death rate for teens ages 15 to 19 had fallen 
steadily since the mid-1990s. At 68 deaths per 
100,000 teens, the teen death rate was still lower 
in 2002 than in 1999.
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Percent of Teens Not Attending School  
and Not Working (ages 16–19), 1975-2003
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Percent of Children Living in Families  
Where No Parent Has Full-Time,  
Year-Round Employment, 1975-2003
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Roughly one-fourth of American children live  
in families where no parent works full-time,  
year-round. The trends for this measure parallel 
overall employment trends over the past 30 years.

The percentage of youth neither attending school 
nor working was significantly lower in 2003 than 
in 1975. This measure reflects the difficulties of 
the transition from school to work.
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Percent of Children in Poverty, 1975-2003
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After falling in the mid- and late-1990s to its 
lowest level since 1979, child poverty rose slightly 
between 2001 and 2003.

Percent of Children Not Living 
with Two Parents, 1975-2003
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Despite leveling off in the past decade, the share 
of children not living with both parents was 
much higher in 2003 than it was in 1975.
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lowest level since 1979, child poverty rose slightly 
between 2001 and 2003.
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Despite leveling off in the last decade, the share 
of children not living with both parents was 
much higher in 2003 than it was in 1975.
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Alabama 
VOICES for Alabama’s 
Children

PO Box 4576 
Montgomery, AL 36103 

Alaska
KIDS COUNT Alaska
University of Alaska— 
Anchorage Institute of Social 
and Economic Research
3211 Providence Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508 

Arizona
Children’s Action Alliance

4001 North 3rd St.
Suite 160 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 

Arkansas
Arkansas Advocates for  
Children & Families

523 S Louisiana
Suite 700 
Little Rock, AR 72201-4531

California
Children Now

1212 Broadway 
5th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Colorado
Colorado Children’s  
Campaign

1120 Lincoln St.
Suite 125 
Denver, CO 80203-1604 

334.213.2410 ext. 101 
334.213.2413 (fax)
Apreill Curtis-Hartsfield 
Coordinator of Policy  
and Programs 
achartsfield@alavoices.org 
www.alavoices.org

907.786.5431 
907.786.7739 (fax)

Virgene Hanna 
Project Director
anvh@uaa.alaska.edu www.
kidscount.alaska.edu

602.266.0707 
602.263.8792 (fax)

Dana Naimark 
Vice President for Policy
dnaimark@azchildren.org 
www.azchildren.org

501.371.9678
501.371.9681 (fax)

Paul Kelly 
Interim Executive Director 
paul.kelly@aradvocates.org 
www.aradvocates.org

510.763.2444 
510.763.1974 (fax)

Sara Grossman-Swenson 
Senior Policy Associate
sgrossman@childrennow.org 
www.childrennow.org

303.839.1580 ext. 232 
303.839.1354 (fax)

Kaye Boeke 
KIDS COUNT Director 
kaye@coloradokids.org www.
coloradokids.org
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Alabama 
VOICES for  
Alabama’s Children

PO Box 4576
Montgomery, AL 36103

334.213.2410 ext. 101
334.213.2413 (fax)

Apreill Hartsfield
Director, Policy and Programs
achartsfield@alavoices.org
www.alavoices.org

Alaska
KIDS COUNT Alaska
University of Alaska— 
Anchorage Institute of Social 
and Economic Research
3211 Providence Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508

907.786.5431
907.786.7739 (fax)

Virgene Hanna
Project Director
anvh@uaa.alaska.edu
www.kidscount.alaska.edu

Arizona
Children’s Action Alliance

4001 N 3rd St.
Suite 160
Phoenix, AZ 85012

602.266.0707
602.263.8792 (fax)

Dana Naimark
Director of Special Projects
dnaimark@azchildren.org
www.azchildren.org

Arkansas
Arkansas Advocates  
for Children & Families

523 S Louisiana
Suite 700
Little Rock, AR 72201-4531

501.371.9678 ext. 114
501.371.9681 (fax)

Richard Huddleston
Executive Director
rich.huddleston@aradvocates.org
www.aradvocates.org 

California
Children Now

1212 Broadway
5th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

510.763.2444
510.763.1974 (fax)

Elena Montoya
Senior Policy Associate
emontoya@childrennow.org
www.childrennow.org

Colorado
Colorado Children’s  
Campaign

1120 Lincoln St.
Suite 125
Denver, CO 80203-1604

303.839.1580 ext. 232
303.839.1354 (fax)

Kaye Boeke
Director, KIDS COUNT
kaye@coloradokids.org
www.coloradokids.org

Connecticut
Connecticut Association  
for Human Services

110 Bartholomew Ave.
Suite 4030
Hartford, CT 06106

860.951.2212 ext. 240
860.951.6511 (fax)

Judith Carroll
Director, KIDS COUNT Project
jcarroll@cahs.org
www.cahs.org

Delaware
University of Delaware

298K Graham Hall
Newark, DE 19716

302.831.4966
302.831.4987 (fax)

Terry Schooley
KIDS COUNT Project Director
terrys@udel.edu
www.dekidscount.org

District of Columbia
DC Children’s Trust Fund

1616 P St. NW
Suite 150
Washington, DC 20036-4960

202.667.4940
202.667.2477 (fax)

Kinaya Sokoya
Executive Director
ksokoya@dcctf.org
www.dckidscount.org 

Florida
Center for the Study of Children’s  
Futures—Louis de la Parte 
Florida Mental Health Institute 
University of South Florida
13301 Bruce B. Downs Blvd.
Tampa, FL 33612

813.974.7411
813.974.8534 (fax)

Susan Weitzel
Director
weitzel@fmhi.usf.edu
www.floridakidscount.org

Georgia
Family Connection  
Partnership, Inc.

235 Peachtree St.
Suite 1600, North Tower
Atlanta, GA 30303

404.527.7394 ext. 136
404.527.7443 (fax)
Taifa Butler
Director, Public Affairs and Policy
taifa@gafcp.org
www.georgiafamily 
connection.org

Hawaii
Center on the Family
University of Hawaii—Manoa

2515 Campus Rd.
Miller Hall 103
Honolulu, HI 96822

808.956.6394
808.956.4147 (fax)

Marika Ripke
KIDS COUNT Director
marika@hawaii.edu
www.uhfamily.hawaii.edu
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Idaho
Mountain States Group

1607 W Jefferson St.
Boise, ID 83702

208.388.1014
208.331.0267 (fax)

Linda Jensen
KIDS COUNT Director
ljensen@mtnstatesgroup.org
www.idahokidscount.org

Illinois
Voices for Illinois Children

208 S LaSalle St.
Suite 1490
Chicago, IL 60604-1120

312.516.5551
312.456.0088 (fax)

Julie Parente
Director of Communications
jparente@voices4kids.org
www.voices4kids.org

Indiana
Indiana Youth Institute

603 E Washington St.
Suite 800
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2692

317.396.2714
317.396.2701 (fax)

Scott Baumruck
Director of Programs
sbaumruck@iyi.org
www.iyi.org

Iowa
Child & Family Policy Center

218 Sixth Ave.
Suite 1021
Des Moines, IA 50309

515.280.9027
515.244.8997 (fax)

Michael Crawford
Senior Associate
mcrawford@cfpciowa.org
www.cfpciowa.org

Kansas
Kansas Action for Children

720 SW Jackson
Suite 201
Topeka, KS 66603

785.232.0550 ext. 314
785.232.0699 (fax)

Gary Brunk
Executive Director
brunk@kac.org
www.kac.org

Kentucky
Kentucky Youth  
Advocates, Inc.

2034 Frankfort Ave.
Louisville, KY 40206

502.895.8167
502.895.8225 (fax)

Tara Grieshop-Goodwin
KIDS COUNT Coordinator
tgrieshop@kyyouth.org
www.kyyouth.org

Louisiana
Agenda for Children

PO Box 51837
New Orleans, LA 70151

504.586.8509 ext. 28
504.586.8522 (fax)

Shannon Johnson
KIDS COUNT Coordinator
sjohnson@agendaforchildren.org
www.agendaforchildren.org

Maine
Maine Children’s Alliance

303 State St.
Augusta, ME 04330

207.623.1868 ext. 203
207.626.3302 (fax)

Elinor Goldberg
President/CEO
egoldberg@mekids.org
www.mekids.org

Maryland
Advocates for  
Children & Youth

8 Market Pl.
Suite 500, Bernstein Bldg.
Baltimore, MD 21202

410.547.9200 ext. 3014
410.547.8690 (fax)

Jennean Everett-Reynolds
KIDS COUNT Project Director
jenneanr@aol.com
www.acy.org

Massachusetts
Massachusetts Citizens  
for Children

14 Beacon St.
Suite 706
Boston, MA 02108

617.742.8555 ext. 5
617.742.7808 (fax)

Barry Hock
KIDS COUNT Coordinator
barry@masskids.org
www.masskids.org

Michigan
Michigan League  
for Human Services

1115 S Pennsylvania Ave.
Suite 202
Lansing, MI 48912-1658

517.487.5436
517.371.4546 (fax)

Jane Zehnder-Merrell
KIDS COUNT Project Director
janez@mlan.net
www.milhs.org

Minnesota
Children’s Defense  
Fund—Minnesota

200 University Ave. W
Suite 210
St. Paul, MN 55103

651.855.1175
651.227.2553 (fax)

Diane Benjamin
KIDS COUNT Director
benjamin@cdf-mn.org
www.cdf-mn.org
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Mississippi
Mississippi Forum on  
Children & Families, Inc.

737 N President St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601.355.4911
601.355.4813 (fax)

Jane Boykin
President and Project Director
jane.boykin@mfcf.org
www.mfcf.org

Missouri
Citizens for  
Missouri’s Children

606 E Capitol
Jefferson City, MO 65101

573.634.4324
573.634.7540 (fax)

Cande Iveson
KIDS COUNT Project Director
civeson@mokids.org
www.mokids.org

Montana
Bureau of Business &  
Economic Research— 
University of Montana, School 
of Business Administration
234 Gallagher Business Bldg.
Missoula, MT 59812-6840

406.243.2725
406.243.2086 (fax)

Steve Seninger
Director of Economic Analysis
steve.seninger@business.umt.edu
www.bber.umt.edu/kidscountMT

Nebraska
Voices for Children  
in Nebraska

7521 Main St.
Suite 103
Omaha, NE 68127

402.597.3100
402.597.2705 (fax)

Anne Baker Geisler
Research Coordinator
abaker@voicesforchildren.com
www.voicesforchildren.com

Nevada
Center for Business and  
Economic Research, University 
of Nevada—Las Vegas
4505 S Maryland Pkwy.
Box 456002
Las Vegas, NV 89154-6002

702.895.3191
702.895.3606 (fax)

R. Keith Schwer
Director
schwer@unlv.nevada.edu
http://kidscount.unlv.edu

New Hampshire
Children’s Alliance  
of New Hampshire

2 Greenwood Ave.
Concord, NH 03301

603.225.2264
603.225.8264 (fax)

Ellen Shemitz
President
eshemitz@childrennh.org
www.childrennh.org

New Jersey
Association for Children  
of New Jersey

35 Halsey St.
Newark, NJ 07102

973.643.3876
973.643.9153 (fax)

Nancy Parello
NJ KIDS COUNT Coordinator
nparello@acnj.org
www.acnj.org

New Mexico
New Mexico Voices  
for Children

2340 Alamo SE
Suite 120
Albuquerque, NM 87106

505.244.9505 ext. 34
505.244.9509 (fax)

Sara Beth Koplik
KIDS COUNT Coordinator
skoplik@nmvoices.org
www.nmvoices.org

New York
New York State Council  
on Children & Families

5 Empire State Plaza
Suite 2810
Albany, NY 12223-1533

518.473.3652
518.473.2570 (fax)
Deborah Benson
Director of Policy Planning  
and Research
debbie.benson@ccf.state.ny.us
www.ccf.state.ny.us

North Carolina
North Carolina Child  
Advocacy Institute

311 E Edenton St.
Raleigh, NC 27601-1017

919.834.6623 ext. 233
919.829.7299 (fax)
Elizabeth Hudgins
Senior Director of Policy  
and Research
elizabeth@ncchild.org
www.ncchild.org

North Dakota
North Dakota State University 
Department of Agribusiness  
& Applied Economics
IACC 424
PO Box 5636
Fargo, ND 58105-5636

701.231.8621
701.231.9730 (fax)
Richard Rathge
Executive Director   
North Dakota KIDS COUNT
richard.rathge@ndsu.edu
www.ndkidscount.org

Ohio
Children’s Defense Fund Ohio

52 E Lynn St.
Suite 400
Columbus, OH 43215-3551

614.221.2244
614.221.2247 (fax)

Barbara Turpin
KIDS COUNT Coordinator
bturpin@cdfohio.org
www.cdfohio.org
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Oklahoma
Oklahoma Institute  
for Child Advocacy

420 NW 13th St.
Suite 101
Oklahoma City, OK 73103

405.236.5437 ext. 110
405.236.5439 (fax)

Anne Roberts
Executive Director
aroberts@oica.org
www.oica.org

Oregon
Children First for Oregon

PO Box 14914
Portland, OR 97293-0914

503.236.9754 ext. 103
503.236.3048 (fax)

Tina Kotek
Policy Director
tina@cffo.org
www.childrenfirstfororegon.org

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Partnerships  
for Children

20 N Market Sq.
Suite 300
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1632

717.236.5680 ext. 205
717.236.7745 (fax)

Joan Benso
President and CEO
president@papartnerships.org
www.papartnerships.org

Puerto Rico
National Council of La Raza

201 De Diego Ave., Suite 221
Plaza San Francisco
San Juan, PR 00927

787.641.0546
787.641.0545 (fax)

Nayda Rivera-Hernandez
Research Analyst
nrivera@nclr.org
www.nclr.org

Rhode Island
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT

1 Union Station
Providence, RI 02903

401.351.9400 ext. 12
401.351.1758 (fax)

Elizabeth Burke Bryant
Executive Director
ebb@rikidscount.org
www.rikidscount.org

South Carolina
South Carolina Budget  
& Control Board
Office of Research & Statistics
1000 Assembly St., Room 460
Rembert C. Dennis Bldg. 
Columbia, SC 29201

803.734.2291
803.734.3619 (fax)

A. Baron Holmes
KIDS COUNT Project Director
bholmes@drss.state.sc.us
www.sckidscount.org

South Dakota
Business Research Bureau
University of South Dakota

414 E Clark St.
132 Patterson Hall
Vermillion, SD 57069-2390

605.677.5287
605.677.5427 (fax)
Carole Cochran
Project Director  
South Dakota KIDS COUNT
kidscount@usd.edu
www.sdkidscount.org

Tennessee
Tennessee Commission  
on Children & Youth

Andrew Johnson Tower, 9th Floor
710 James Robertson Pkwy.
Nashville, TN 37243-0800

615.532.1571
615.741.5956 (fax)

Pam Brown
Director, KIDS COUNT Project
pam.k.brown@state.tn.us
www.tennessee.gov/tccy

Texas
Center for Public  
Policy Priorities

900 Lydia St.
Austin, TX 78702

512.320.0222 ext. 106
512.320.0227 (fax)

Frances Deviney
Texas KIDS COUNT Director
deviney@cppp.org
www.cppp.org/kidscount.php

U.S. Virgin Islands
Community Foundation  
of the Virgin Islands

PO Box 11790
St. Thomas, USVI 00801

340.774.6031
340.774.3852 (fax)

Dee Baecher-Brown
President
dbrown@cfvi.net
www.cfvi.net

Utah
Voices for Utah Children

757 E South Temple St.
Suite 250
Salt Lake City, UT 84102

801.364.1182
801.364.1186 (fax)

Terry Haven
KIDS COUNT Director
terryh@utahchildren.org
www.utahchildren.org

Vermont
Vermont Children’s Forum

PO Box 261
Montpelier, VT 05601

802.229.6377
802.229.4929 (fax)

Beth Burgess
Research Coordinator
bburgess@childrensforum.org
www.childrensforum.org
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Virginia
Voices for Virginia’s Children

701 E Franklin St.
Suite 807
Richmond, VA 23219

804.649.0184 ext. 23
804.649.0161 (fax)

Cindy Hetzel
Director of Data and Research
cindy@vakids.org
www.vakids.org

Washington
Human Services Policy Center
Evans School of Public Affairs
University of Washington
1107 NE 45th St., Suite 205
Box 354804
Seattle, WA 98105-4804

206.543.8483
206.616.1553 (fax)

Richard Brandon
Director
brandon@u.washington.edu
www.hspc.org

West Virginia
West Virginia  
KIDS COUNT Fund

1031 Quarrier St., Suite 313
Atlas Bldg.
Charleston, WV 25301

304.345.2101
304.345.2102 (fax)

Margie Hale
Executive Director
margiehale@wvkidscountfund.org
www.wvkidscountfund.org

Wisconsin
Wisconsin Council on  
Children & Families

16 N Carroll St.
Suite 600
Madison, WI 53703

608.284.0580 ext. 321 
608.284.0583 (fax)

M. Martha Cranley
KIDS COUNT Coordinator
mcranley@wccf.org
www.wccf.org

Wyoming
Wyoming Children’s  
Action Alliance

3116 Old Faithful Rd.  
Suite 100
Cheyenne, WY 82001

307.635.2272
307.635.2306 (fax)

Mike Daharsh
KIDS COUNT Coordinator
mdaharsh@wykids.org
www.wykids.com

The Annie E. Casey Foundation is a private  
charitable organization dedicated to helping 
build better futures for disadvantaged children  
in the United States. It was established in  
1948 by Jim Casey, one of the founders of UPS, 
and his siblings, who named the Foundation in 
honor of their mother. The primary mission of  
the Foundation is to foster public policies, human-
service reforms, and community supports that 
more effectively meet the needs of today’s vulner-
able children and families. In pursuit of this goal, 
the Foundation makes grants that help states, 
cities, and communities fashion more innovative, 
cost-effective responses to these needs.

To obtain additional copies of this publication  
or to request a free copy of the Data Book, 
please call the Foundation’s publications line  
at 410.223.2890, or visit our website at  
www.aecf.org/publications.
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