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The purpose of this document is to familiarize educators and parents with the text-based

portion of the Delaware Student Testing Program (DSTP) writing assessment for third

grade. The configuration of the DSTP writing assessment is relatively simple...it is

comprised of one Stand-Alone writing prompt (2/3 of the overall writing score) and one

Text-Based Writing prompt (1/3 of the overall writing score).

Stand-Alone Prompt
"Stand-Alone" means that the writing prompt is an independent prompt, it "stands alone"

and is not based on material or text that students have read. This prompt assesses writing

only and provides a real context for students to write about a topic. Using the five-point

DSTP General Rubric for Writing (included on the next page), two scorers read and score

each student's response to the Stand-Alone prompt. The sum of these two scores counts

as 2/3 of the student's total writing score. (All off topic or non-scorable responses

receive a zero.)

Text-Based Prompt
The second type ofwriting prompt is the Text-Based Writing (TBW), which is scored for

both reading and writing. TBW is defmed by its name: a writing prompt that is "based"

or connected to a "text" or passage. Because this prompt is connected to a passage that a

student has read, it is in essence a reading comprehension question. What distinguishes a

TBW from an ordinary reading question is that the TBW prompt, like the Stand-Alone

prompt, provides an audience, a purpose, and a format for writing. When responding to

the TBW prompt, the student must show connections to the text that was read.

The same writing rubric used to score the Stand-Alone prompt is u.5ed to score the TBW

for writing. As with the Stand-Alone prompt, all off topic or non-scorable responses

receive a zero. The reading rubric used to score the TBW for reading is a four-point

rubric specific to the item.

The DSTP writing raw score is reported on scale of 1-15. The raw score places a:student

into one of five Performance Levels: Distinguished, Exceeds, Meets, Below, or Well

Below.

This document includes: the DSTP General Rubric for Writing; the actual TBW prompt

at third grade for 2001; and examples of student responses for each score point on the

writing rubric. Comments explaining the score points are provided in an effort to clarify

the TBW.

For additional information about the writing assessment see the English Language

Arts webpage at the Department of Education website (http://www.doe.state.de.us).
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Third grade Text-Based Writing Prompt from Spring 2001

The following Text-Based Writing prompt' was part of a set of
items connected to a passage on the life of the famous Olympic
athlete, Jesse Owens. Consistent with the English Language Arts
Content Standards, and appropriate for a third grade audience, this
biography is an example of informative text.

TEXT-BASED WRITING PROMPT
Pretend you are Jesse Owens. You have been asked to give a speech to third
graders about how you became a famous sports person. Write the speech
you would give to tell these third graders about yourself.



Off Topic Responses

The four examples of off-topic responses indicate that the students
may not have read the prompt carefully, and that they responded
only to the portion of the prompt that says, "tell these third graders
about yourself." By not taking on the persona of Jesse Owens,
these students did not fully respond to the prompt as directed. Had
students been asked to write about themselves without making a
connection to what they had read in the passage, these responses
would not have been off-topic and would have generated at least a
score of 1. This distinction differentiates the two types of writing
tasks students must perform. A text-based writing response
requires students to connect their writing to the text.
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DIRECTIONS

Wrfte y-rour answer to the following question in the space provided. Your answer will show how well you
understand what:you have read and how well you write about iL You may uSe the Prewriting Page to
help you plan your writing.

TEXT-BASED WRITING PROMPT ......60.
Pretend yciu are Jmse Owens, You have been asked to give a speech to third graders
about how you became a famous sports person. Write the speech you would give to tell
these thirel graders about yourself,
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Score Point 1 "When I became ..."

This brief response lacks specific details from the passage but does
indicate that the writer minimally adopted the persona of Jesse
Owens. There is a very basic organizational structure ("When I
became ..." can be called the beginning; "... that's how I became a
famous person" is an ending). But the lack of details and
elaboration justify the score of 1.
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DIRECTIONS
Write your answer to the following question in the space provided, Your answer will be scored for both

reaciiag and writing, .

, 45 Pretend you. are Jesse Owens. You have been asked to give a speech to third vaders about

bow you became a famous sports person. Write the speech you would give to titil these third

graders about yourself.
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Score Point 2 "I became famous because ..."

The specific details from the passage in this response indicate that
the writer has adopted the persona of Jesse Owens. Although this
response lacks an effective introduction and closing, it does
include specific details, some elaboration of those details, and
some transition between those details ("Also in my high school
career ...").
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DIRECTIONS

Write your answer to the following question in the space provided. Your answer will be scored for bothreading and writing.

45
:Pretend are iesse Owens. You have been asked to give a speech to third gradeis about:how you became a famous sports person. Write the speech you would give to tell these thirdgraders about yourself.
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Score Point 3 "Hi, my name is Jesse Owens ..."

This response includes an introduction and a conclusion, with a
clear progression of ideas connected to the text. The development
of ideas and a consistent awareness of audience and purpose make
up for sentence formation errors (run on sentences like "One thing
that makes me do my best ...").
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DIRECTIONS

Write your answer to the following question in the space provided. Your answer will be scored for bcith
reading and writing.

45 Pretend you are Jesse Owens. You have been asked to give a speech to third graderi Omit
how you became a famous sports person. Write the speech you would give to tell these third
graders about yourself.
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Score Point 4 "Hello, my name is Jesse Owens ..."

This unified, well-organized response demonstrates a clear
progression of ideas. The smooth transitions go beyond a basic
"first, next, last" approach. Specific details from the passage are
elaborated in sentences of varied length and structure. Word
choice (e.g., "flattered") is also a strength.



DIRECTIONS
Write your answer to the iollowing question in the spaceprovided. Your answer will be scored for both
reading and wridng.

45
Pretend you are Jesse Owens. You have been asiced to give a speeekto third graders jabout
how yoti became a famous sports perSon. Write the speech you would give to tell these third
graders'about yourself,
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Score Point 5 "Good day, kids ..."

This response demonstrates the writer's exceptional awareness of
the third grade audience by explaining the athletic events with
distinctive style and word choice reflective of voice. The writer
elaborates on specific details from the passage. Despite the lack of
indented paragraphs (a convention of writing), the unified, clear
progression of ideas demonstrates the organizational quality of the
piece.
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DIRECTIONS

Write your answer to the following question in the space provided. Your answer will be scored for botb
reading and writing.

4 5 Pretend you are Jesse Owens. You have been asked to give a speech to third graders about
how you became a famous sports person. Write the speech you would give to tell these thlird
graders about yourself.
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