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Introduction

The 2001-02 Report of Student Performance
in Writing provides information on student
performance on the North Carolina Writing
Assessment at grades 4 and 7. The annual
writing assessment is a component of the
North Carolina Testing Program. At its July
meeting, the State Board of Education
agreed to drop the writing assessment scores
from the ABCs accountability model for the
2001-02 school year. In the same motion,
the Board also agreed to pilot the analytical
scoring method for the writing assessments
at grades 4, 7 and 10 in the 2002-03 school
year; to add writing back to the ABCs
performance composite in 2003-04 and to
include writing in the performance

-composite and in the growth calculations of

the ABCs in 2004-05. The measurement of
writing in North Carolina ensures that
writing as a basic skill is emphasized in
every classroom throughout each student’s
academic experience. Such an emphasis
provides each student with a solid
foundation in written communication in
preparation for the competitive and global
marketplace of the twenty-first century.

The writing assessment was first added to
the North Carolina Testing Program in
1983-84 to place a greater emphasis on
writing statewide. Initially, writing was
measured in grades 6 and 9. In 1985-86, the
writing assessment at grade 9 was moved to
grade 8. English II, an end-of-course writing
assessment that focuses on world literature
other than literature from the United States
and Great Britain, was added to the
statewide testing program in 1991-92. In
1992-93, the annual assessment of writing
was expanded again to include the
measurement of narrative writing at grade 4.
In response to the reorganization of public
education in North Carolina and the ABCs,
in 1995-96 the statewide testing program
was reduced. The assessment of writing was
reduced from grades 4, 6, 8, and 10 (English

Il) to grades 4 (narrative), 7 (expository or
point-of-view), and 10 (expository). In
2001-02, grade 10 (English II) was offered
on a local option basis.

The 2001-02 Report of Student Performance
in  Writing provides a longitudinal,
comprehensive compendium of student
performance data in the area of writing. The
report was generated using aggregate student
data from North Carolina public schools,
including charter schools, and provides
information regarding student performance
at the state level at each of the score points
for grades 4 and 7. In addition, state-level
performance is reported by the percentages
of students scoring at or above 2.5 in grades
4 and 7 (student performance standard), by
gender, ethnicity, and category of disability.
State-level results are also reported showing
how well students are able to apply standard
language conventions in their writing at
grades 4 and 7 using +’s and —’s. Also
included in the report are results by LEA
(stem and leaf) and charts providing the
percentages of students scoring at each of
the score points and the percentages of
students scoring at or above 2.5 for grades 4
and 7. The specific focused holistic score
scales and sample student responses
representing each of the score points are also
included in this report.

The purpose of this report is to provide
information about the level of student
performance in the area of writing based on
results from the annual on-demand writing
sample required during the North Carolina
Writing Assessment at grades 4 and 7.
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North Carolina 2001-02 Report of Student Performance in Writing
Grades 4 and 7

Overview e The North Carolina Assessment of Writing was administered
statewide in March 2002 to all students in grades 4 and 7. The writing
assessment at grade 4 measured students’ composing skills in the
narrative mode while the assessment at grade 7 measured the
expository mode. Student responses at both grades were scored using
a four-point scale.

Findings e Student performance in writing decreased this year at grades 4 and 7
when compared to student performance in 2000-01. However, at both
grades, the percentage of students using correct language conventions
increased dramatically.

e At grade 4, approximately 46.8 percent of all students tested statewide
achieved a score of 2.5 or greater (the standard) compared to 68.8
percent in 2000-01. On writing conventions, 70.6 percent of the
students were rated competent by both scorers as compared to the
previous year’s 41.9 percent.

e At grade 7, approximately 62.9 percent of all students tested statewide
achieved a score of 2.5 or greater (the standard) compared to 73.2
percent in 2000-01. On writing conventions, 75.9 percent of the
students were rated competent by both, scorers as compared to the
previous year’s 74.1 percent. .

e At both grades, higher percentages of female students than male
students received the top writing scores.

e At grade 4, a greater percentage of Asian students (55.1%) achieved a
score of 2.5 or higher, followed by the percentage of White students
(53.3%), Multi-Racial students (46.9%), Other students (44.3%),
American Indian students (42.5%), Hispanic students (38.9%), and
Black students (35.5%).

e At grade 7, the proportion of Asian students (70.9%) receiving higher
writing scores was slightly greater than the proportion of White
students (70.1%). Multi-Racial students (61.2%) had the next largest
proportion receiving higher scores, followed by the proportions of
Other students (55.5%), American Indian students (53.8%), Hispanic
students (53.5%), and Black students (49.7%).

BEST COPY AVAILABLE -
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e  While schools are diligently preparing students to meet more
rigorous academic standards in reading, mathematics, and writing,
there still is variation in performance among students, classrooms,
and ethnic groups.

®  OQur continuing challenge is to emphasize and focus more on

communication skills in the classroom. Whether oral, visual, or
written, effective communication skills are the results of active
learning and frequent use of higher level thinking skills. The State
Board of Education has reaffirmed its belief that writing is a basic
skill that must continue to be emphasized in every classroom by
including the assessment of writing as a component of the ABCs
Accountability Program. '

e Table 3 on page 14 depicts percentages of students in the state
scoring at or above the standard of 2.5 at grades 4 and 7 for the
1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, and 2001-02 school
years. A disaggregation by ethnicity and gender is also provided.

What is the o  The annual writing assessment, a component of the North Carolina
Testing Program, is a state-mandated on-demand assessment of

Writin .
rHng student performance in writing at grades 4 and 7.

Assessment?

o  The writing assessment was added to the North Carolina Testing
Program in 1983-84 to place a greater emphasis on writing
statewide. The revised North Carolina Standard Course of Study
(SCS) emphasizes writing as a basic skill that can be improved with
appropriate emphasis. The measurement of writing ensured that
ample time and resources are allotted for the development in the
classroom.

e  The writing assessment measures students’ skills in two different
modes of writing. Students in grade 4 are asked to write a narrative
composition (personal or imaginative), and students in grade 7 are
asked to write an expository (clarification or point-of-view)
composition.

*  On the day of testing the teacher removes from a sealed envelope
individual copies of a writing prompt. At each grade the writing
prompt provides instructions that set forth the task. Each student has

> seventy-five minutes to write a composition in response to the

Administered? prompt. Scheduled extended time may be allotted to students with

special needs or students with limited language proficiency, if

appropriate.

How is the
Writing
Assessment
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The prompt requires students to apply their knowledge and skills in

How is the > W al 4 - s

Writing Test language to demonstrate their ability to communicate information in
Administered? writing. In response to the prompt, students in grade 4 must write a
(continued) ’ narrative composition, students in grade 7 are required to write an

How are Scores
Reported?

What is the
Expected
Standard for
Writing?

How are the
Compositions
Scored?

expository or point-of-view composition.

Each year students’ scored compositions, student and classroom
scores, and scoring guides are returned to all fourth and seventh grade
teachers several weeks after scoring. Teachers are encouraged to use
the scoring guides along with the student responses to acquire a better
understanding of the scoring criteria and to interpret scores to students
and parents.

Each year summary scores are returned to each school and school
system in the state.

The expected standard for writing at grades 4 and 7 is the mid-point
score of 2.5 or above on a four-point scale. This standard represents
an achievable level and quality of writing that can be reached with
effective instruction.

By achieving a score of 2.5 or above, a student has demonstrated a
reasonable command of the particular mode of writing assessed.

The score of 2.5 is the current grade level standard that is also
reported as the accountability indicator.

Each student composition is scored by two independent readers. The
composition is assigned either a 1-4 or Non-Scorable score by each
reader. For responses where the two scores are discrepant by a single
score point, a mid-point score is assigned to the student’s response.
For example, a student may receive a 2.5 as a score.

There were 101,554 fourth grade public school student papers which were scored by two readers
and rescored by the scoring director if the readers differed by more than one point on the four-
point scale. Perfect agreement is obtained when two independent readers attribute identical
scores to the same response. Adjacent agreement is obtained when two independent readers
assign scores that are adjacent; i.e., 1 and 2. The scores are then averaged, i.e., 1.5. Resolution 1s
required when two independent readers assign scores that are two score points apart, i.e., | and 3.
In this instance a third read is required which becomes a true score of the student response. The
agreement rate of the readers is shown below in Table 1.
Table 1
Fourth Grade Reader Agreement Status

Total Public Perfect Agreement Adjacent Agreement Resolution Required
School Papers Percent Percent Percent
101,554 78.9 21.0 0.1

13
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How are the
Compositions
Scored? (continued)

The 70 percent criterion rate for perfect agreement required by the State Board of Education was
exceeded and the resolutions required were few.

There were 101,425 seventh grade public school student papers which were scored by two readers
and rescored by the scoring director if the readers differed by more than one point on the four-
point scale. The agreement rate of the readers is shown below in Table 2.

Table 2
Seventh Grade Reader Agreement Status
Total Public Perfect Agreement Adjacent Agreement Resolution Required
School Papers Percent Percent Percent
- 101,425 80.6 19.4 0.0

The 70 percent criterion rate for perfect agreement required by the State Board of Education was
exceeded and the resolutions required were few.

e The assigned score point reflects each student’s performance with
respect to a set of predetermined criteria for each score point (focused
holistic scoring). The score points define the student’s command of the
mode of writing required. A generic score scale follows that is applied
across modes and grades:

e NS = Student response is not readable or composition is
otherwise unscorable.

e | = Student response exhibits a lack of command of the mode
of writing.

e 2 =Student response exhibits a weak command of the mode of
writing.

e 3 =Student response exhibits a reasonable command of the
mode of writing.

e 4 = Student response exhibits a strong command of the mode
of writing. '

e The quality of each composition is determined by considering the
following characteristics: (1) main idea, (2) supportive details, (3)
organization, and (4) coherence. A focused holistic score is assigned to
each student’s response based on these characteristics.

e A second, independent score evaluates the student’s performance with
respect to the use of standard English conventions, i.e., grammar,
spelling, usage, and sentence formation). This score is reported as a “+”

6 14
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How are the

Compositions or “-”. The “+” response exhibits an acceptable level of skills in
Scored? sentence formation, usage, and mechanics; the “-” response does not
(continued) exhibit an acceptable level of skills in these areas.

e Each year the same scoring criteria and score point scale or standards
are used as were used in previous years. However, the scoring guides
are tailored to fit a particular prompt and the anchor papers (i.e., papers
used to exemplify score point standards) are selected to correspond to
the prompt administered for a given year.

Results of the e Students in the fourth grade were asked to write a personal narrative
Writing composition in response to the following prompt:

Assessment at Think about a time you had a great day at school. Write a story about
Grade 4 a time you had a great day at school.

. Readers scored 101,554 public school responses for grade 4. The
scores show that 46.8 percent of the fourth graders wrote well enough
to score at or above the standard of 2.5. This represents a dramatic
decrease of 22.0 percentage points from the 68.8 percent who achieved
this level in 2000-01. About 2.9 percent of the fourth graders received
the highest scores of 3.5 and 4.0 in comparison to 4.8 percent last year,
and 3.9 percent received the lowest scores of 1.0 and 1.5 compared to
3.1 percent in 2000-01. In 2001-02, less than one percent (0.2) of the
papers had problems which made them non-scorable.

e Figure 3 on page 15 depicts the distribution of narrative composition
scores for grade 4 across the years of administration (see also Table 4,

page 17).

e This year, a bout 70.6 percent of fourth-graders received a double-plus
(+ +) rating for conventions in comparison to 41.9 percent in 2000-01.
This year, about 20.4 percent obtained a plus-minus rating (+ —) in
comparison to 31.0 percent last year. This year, about 9.1 percent were

assigned a double-minus rating (- —) as compared to about 27.1 percent
in 2000-01. '

Performance of ¢ Gender. Approximately 52.9 percent of the female students scored at
Subgroups at or above the standard of 2.5 compared to 41.0 percent for male

Grade 4 students.

e Ethnicity. About 55.1 percent of Asian students scored at or above 2.5
compared to 53.3 percent of the White students, 46.9 percent of Multi-
Racial students, 44.3 percent of Other students, 42.5 percent of
American Indian students, 38.9 percent of Hispanic students, and 35.5

_ percent of Black students (see Figure 5, page 19).

bad
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e Table 3 on page 14 shows the percentages of students at or above the
standard of 2.5 for each subgroup.

o Table 6 on page 20 shows the pércentages of students at each score
point for students with disabilities and limited English proficiency.

Assessment e - At grade 4, scores dramatically decreased compared to student -

Observations at performance in 2000-01. Common weaknesses among responses
Grade 4 scored 1 or 2 were:

e rambling, two-page responses in which the writer failed to
maintain focus on the main idea,

e a general lack of narrowing of the writer’s focus on “a time
you had a great day at school,”

e a listing of multiple events within a day with little or no
elaboration, and

e lengthy, repetitive details (e.g., similes) which added little in
the way of development.

Results e Seventh graders were asked to write a well-organized point-of-view
of the Writing composition on the topic below:

Assessment at

Grade 7 Think about the person you admire the most. Name this person and

explain why you admire him/her the most.

e The 2001-02 school year is the seventh year that the writing test has
been administered in grade 7. The readers scored 101,425 seventh-
grade expository compositions. The scores showed that 62.9 percent of
the seventh graders wrote well enough to score at or above the 2.5
standard compared to 73.2 percent who scored at this level on an
expository composition in 2000-01. About 2.9 percent of the seventh
graders scored 4.0 and 3.5 while 7.3 percent of seventh graders
obtained these scores in 2000-01. About 2.7 percent scored 1.0 or 1.5
this year, and 3.4 percent received these scores in 2000-01. In the
2001-02 school year, less than one percent (0.2) of the papers had
problems which made them non-scorable.

e Figure 4 on page 16 depicts the distribution of gfade 7 composition
scores across the years of administration (see also Table S, page 18).

e This year, about 75.9 percent of seventh graders were assigned a
double-plus  (+ +) for their use of standard English conventions as
compared to 74.1 percent in 2000-01. The plus-minus rating (+ —) was
assigned to 15.5 percent of the papers in comparison to 18.2 percent in
2000-01. This year, about 8.6 percent were rated with the double-
minus (— —) as compared to about 7.7 percent of seventh-grade students
in 2000-01.

bk
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Assessment
Observations at
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Gender. Approximately 68.4 percent of the female students scored at
or above the standard (2.5) compared to 57.6 percent of the males.

Ethnicity. About 70.9 percent of the Asian students scored at or above
the standard of 2.5 compared to 70.1 percent of the White students,
61.2 percent for Multi-Racial students, 55.5 percent of the Other
students, 53.8 percent of American Indian students, 53.5 percent of the
Hispanic students, and 49.7 percent of the Black students (see Figure 6,

page 19).

Table 3 on page 14 shows the percentages of students at or above the
standard of 2.5 for each subgroup.

Table 6 on page 20 shows the percentages of students at each score
point for students with disabilities and limited English proficiency.

At grade 7, scores decreased compared to student performance in
2000-01. Common weaknesses seen among the responses that were not
successful were: : _

e a heavy reliance on the formulaic, five-paragraph, three-
reason response, whether students had three solid
reasons supporting why they admired their selected
person or not,

¢ this resulted many times in circular reasoning

¢ anumber of responses were observed in range-
finding in which if one were to remove all the
repetitive “formula” sentences” (e.g., “My first
reason is...,” “That is my second reason why...”
“In conclusion, my reasons were...”), only 3-5
sentences remained in the entire essay,

e responses lacked cohesion between sentences and a
progression of ideas within the paragraph(s), and

¢ claboration, when provided, was generally minimal
and/or confusing.
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2001-02
North Carolina
Writing Assessment
Grades 4 and 7

State-Level Summary Statistics

The following charts provide state-level summary statistics. The number tested at each grade
level and the percentage of students scoring at each of the focused holistic score point values are
provided. Longitudinal data of performance by gender and ethnicity, the performance of
students with disabilities, and the performance of students identified as limited English proficient
are also provided. The percent of students achieving the accountability standard of 2.5 is
provided for all categories.

11



Figure 1. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 1996-97 to 2001-02
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above the Standard of 2.5
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Figure 2. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Asséssment, 1996-97 to 2001-02
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above the Standard of 2.5
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North Carolina Testing Program

Annual Writing Assessment, 1996-97 to 2001-02
Distribution of Narrative Writing Scores
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Figure 5. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2000-01 to 2001-02
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above the Standard of 2.5
Grade 4, by Ethnicity
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Figure 6. North Carolina Testing Program
Annual Writing Assessment, 2000-01 to 2001-02
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above the Standard of 2.5
Grade 7, by Ethnicity
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Table 7a. 2001-02 North Carolina Alternate Assessment Academic Inventory (NCAAAI)
Statewide Performance of On-Level' Students in Writing

Percent of Percent At  Percent Percent Not
Number of All Percentat Percentat Percentat Percentat or Above Achieving Achieving
Category Students’  Students’ Level I Level 11 Levellll  LevellV  Levellll Growth Growth
All Students 2,457 100.0 57.5 34.7 7.3 0.5 7.9 74.4 25.6
Gender .
Female 756 30.8 54.1 36.1 9.0 0.8 9.8 76.5 235
Male 1,701 69.2 59.0 34.0 6.6 - 04 7.0 734 26.6
Ethnicity ~
American Indian 108 4.4 519 380 10.2 * 10.2 73.1 26.9
Asian 19 0.8 * * * * * * *
Black 1,250 50.9 55.0 35.9 8.5 0.6 9.0 74.4 25.6
Hispanic 110 4.5 60.0 355 45 * 4.5 773 22.7
Multi-Racial 27 1.1 * * * * * * *
White . 941 383 60.6 329 5.8 0.6 6.5 743 25.7
Other 1 0.0 * * * * * * *
Not Exceptional® 5 0.2 . * * * N N N
All Students with Disabilities 2,456 . 100.0 57.5 34.7 7.3 0.5 7.9 74.4 25.6
Behaviorally-Emotionally Disabled 119 4.8 50.4 395 9.2 0.8 10.1 74.8 25.2
Hearing Impaired -19 0.8 * * * * * * *
Educable Mentally Disabled 1,400 57.0 59.1 34.1 6.5 0.3 6.8 74.5 25.5
Specific Learning Disabled* 501 204 - 44.5 425 12.4 0.6 13.0 82.8 17.2
LD Reading 623 25.4 49.9 37.6 12.0 0.5 12.5 80.9 19.1
LD Mathematics 451 18.4 51.4 384 9.5 0.7 10.2 82.7 173
LD Written Expression 637 25.9 48.7 39.1 11.8 0.5 12.2 81.9 18.1
LD Other 15 0.6 * * * * * * *
Speech-Language Impaired 10 04 * * * * * * *
Visually Impaired 7 03 * * * * * * *
Other Health Impaired 178 7.2 56.2 37.1 5.6 1.1 6.7 78.1 21.9
Orthopedically Impaired 13 0.5 * * * * * * *
Traumatic Brain Injured 11 0.4 * * * * * * *
Autistic 69 28 76.8 21.7 1.4 * 1.4 52.2 478
Severely/Profoundly Mentally Disabled - 1 0.0 * * * * * * *
Multihandicapped 38 1.5 76.3 237 * * * 553 44.7
Trainable Mentally Disabled 86 35 88.4 11.6 * * * 419 58.1
Section 504 . 4 0.2 * * * * * * *
Limited English Proficient 45 1.8 62.2 35.6 2.2 * 2.2 82.2 17.8
Not Served by Title I 1,184 48.2 62.0 32.1 5.7 0.2 5.9 73.7 26.3
Schoolwide Title I Program 1,210 49.2 523 379 8.9 0.9 9.8 76.0 24.0
Targeted Assistance . 46 1.9 67.4 239 . 8.7 .k 8.7 56.5 43.5
Migrant 21 0.9 * * * * * * *
Grade
4 1,505 61.3 55.1 363 8.0 0.5 8.5 76.9 23.1
7 952 38.7 61.1 32.0 6.3 0.5 6.8 70.3 29.7

Notes: 'On-level students are assessed at their assigned grade Jevel.
INumber of on-level students with complete information for assigned grade, assessed grade, level, and growth indicator.
3percent of All Students” within a category may not add up to 100.0 percent due to rounding or blanks.
“Inconsistencies in numbers reported are due to errors in coding on student answer sheets.
*Data are not reported for categories with fewer than thirty students.
When summed, subgroup N counts may not match the "All Students” N count because of incomplete coding on some student answer sheets.
The total of "All Students with Disabilities" includes Section 504.
Data received from LEAs and charter schools after August 16, 2002 are not included in this table.
Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Testing Section.
2001-02 Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4 and 7
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Figure 7b. 2001-02 North Carolina Alternate Assessment Academic Inventory (NCAAAI)

Student Participation in On-Level' Writing
By Gender and Ethnicity
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Notes: 'For the NCAAAL students participate at or below the assigned grade level. On-level students are assessed at their assigned grade level.
Data received from LEAs and charter schools after August 16, 2002 are not included in this figure.
Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Testing Section.
2001-02 Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4 and 7.

[l{\[C 21b.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

D
m.



2001-02°
North Carolina -
Writing Assessment
Grades 4 and 7
Copies of the Grades 4 and 7

Sample Student Responses

The following pages provide copies of sample student responses from grades 4 and 7.
The score point for each response and an annotation explaining the score are provided on
each composition.
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2001-02 Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4 and 7

) ; i - f o )
Grade 4 Narrative SC(_n.‘e Point 4 - The response exhibits a strong command 0 nat"ratlve
Con iti writing. The response is focused and has an effective sequencing of
omposi lon. . events and a clear progression of ideas. The writer provides specific,
Focused Holistic relevant details to support ideas. The composition is unified and well
pp p .

Score Scale elaborated. The writer’s organization provides a clear strategy or
controlled plan; the composition progresses logically and has a sense of

overall completeness.

Score Point 3 - The response exhibits a reasonable command of
narrative writing. The response is focused and establishes progression
of ideas and events although minor lapses in focus and progression may
be present. The composition contains elaboration and support in the
form of specific details. The composition may have minor weaknesses
in coherence. The writer’s organization provides a reasonable sense of
logical progression and overall completeness.

Score Point 2 - The response exhibits a weak command of narrative
writing. The response exhibits some progression of ideas and events
and provides some elaboration and support. The elaboration is relevant
but may be flawed. The composition may not be evenly elaborated,
having a list-like quality with concrete supporting details. The
composition may have little connection between a controlling idea and
supporting details relevant to development.

Score Point 1 - The response exhibits a lack of command of narrative
writing. There is evidence that the writer has read the prompt and
attempted to respond to it. The writer may attempt to support ideas, but
there may be no sense of strategy or control, or the writer may exhibit
skeletal control but the response is too sparse to be scored higher than a
“1.” The response may not sustain focus on the topic, may lack clarity,
and/or may have an inappropriate strategy.

NS - This code may be used for compositions that are entirely illegible
or otherwise unscorable: blank responses, responses written in a foreign
language, restatement of the prompt, and responses that are off topic or
incoherent. The Scoring Director must approve the use of “NS.”
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Write theﬁnalcopy of your story here. .

| Tl{e bect doay” f bai at cchasl sac-ThE
' T, h1L 4. hemerun m,-And when -
3011/ l{g‘fL/m 1 qqmn I ?f«nuﬂer}mméﬁ,q
ﬂxﬂﬂlﬂﬂ gﬁ[""(l hy 7Laaa.n cafld

AQJ I f’was a. Aamenm;

Score Point 1:

The writer has seen the prompt and attempts to respond. The narrative introduces the topic and lists one event
that is repeated (*“...I hita homerun...to hit again Thit another homerun.”). The response is too sparse to be

scored hlgher thana “1.”

BEST COPY AVAILABLE »
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'Write the final copy of your story here.
?Wh’bn, T wios ey

_ouyr i\aﬁs ‘n{u\ e i J‘Ar ' 4—hese, nh\mmmc
T.ken fwe., \%e}( wb\m OUe (‘hxss» ek v
VSOON ,-S},r aur  closg -l,z be Qc«[/ee/LWe

('&)(\f\ 1(\1& r\\{\\mnﬂ- B\QX\ uJQJ ‘f\o..A O (‘o\\*\—u-l
-(-‘of‘ O \’;e,l(ou.l rlkh@n“i,k (A3 é—uS n&’-— T Sle e

Then  we Wad 4 MZL Gind ;amé a‘lmml
_\Qﬁ&k we ' eyas ao\\aj o Ao JT'F\en u)(; 8() \A nr\(\

- -

Chonce, .is&.*a Whaad Wwe  was ae’-im» wg_J ' .
the -le‘d Ou«x\ w 00 \(\ogg ok thLQ, and

J'ML—GA‘LM' d“f’ w"’ _7044,;{, A, ponters ouderde

A:Q\ga_ We s¥au¢a' au# for theee \mgm_ bre.
A).Ong o aad, o\(\m\qﬁd4n 4«) dr;; Clases.

‘Thﬂ. .‘aivl' "H«mq INES odd Loas walelh e

| woute . We  ade popesew dnd flean oud o

‘,/ hawe ;m

bame oacw, e didet) WNave do  weck We

_d.ut__tn__%Laj

Score Point 2:

The response exhibits some progression of ideas and events (“First we had these contests...Then we get...”),
but the events are presented in a list-like fashion.
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Write the final copy of your story here.

The Best Schag Dov Everl

Do Unu N (\e,me_mlocr mLp‘»ﬁ VEA e T vou( \/L\/v FMSF
best m‘fd'zt suce o Tht wasHe bezTénlpol
doy ryer, - -
é{ Cauple o‘F uears aan [ lxas‘}’eq)v walkeed 1
y 15t a?dd?% Ia.fﬁl:%oﬁ vcf‘v nerv& L/HemI
‘ So.+ d’omn ‘H'\e 'n‘H’\e c\m\srﬁma nd{“'l(‘ormtwgﬁvc-f‘y
‘Fﬂamo”v + mf S‘\t mmf\ﬁn"mv Navw~e tﬁ gad’\c "

1 was T0 oamcb'?'”msc‘ v/ meUnq

. Qfter a‘F@lM hour < Radsi/’ a‘\kea’ me. mhvf
_glng{nzk_sﬁuam Hima_dn her L schll aid nothin
She. ol el [ Fomet )

1% in Smmcﬁfﬁ uaou\al NZ21eN
;QJ') !%e to— play width m<7 ! 1/1#\ qc\epc)f
exsfament L 2eid LA lsve o] et Goas a eleif

e Knaw Lomane | ikeed me, Bechsl aned L Taa
Qg’h LZ{g ,é/a';zcd an T, ankcv bau.—lm Shd(_.cna\)
Rarne \ amd

wre. b/awo/ 7‘aq L hed 24 rach Tan~
_1: uoc(& {mscfcrabfe )«/Q ate fahc\"\ ‘f’onr'“r\zx
and 7"&'[/(4{ a\ooq"’ 558 Besess - and how nm
fun we were hawr\m rH'\D[\-ﬂ orathe  Fhife .
éLﬁ’-e.r pie_ate- e ['\’aal'j’:{ﬂc_ amfgé, i}e, Lelt \\Kc_w{
'_L.Llu*c_ gratess, .
Soean it uxs 'hmﬂ."”o 9o hamz, LWe Mpcoj one
. Qno#\%{ ael” had‘\cn'ho cww{ ne. Sa'iof Aa Fad-\ o"rl'\-&w‘
Ll “ SQ.C_ Vd&""omor‘f‘om ! >

Ond #+11: Hhis vevy dey Bachel andgl L ore -‘J'(”
best frignds.That dad was the bpes schoal
d&\/ 'ﬁ‘ﬁ%‘—l }h\/(_ CV&T 1140/ -

Score Point 3:

The response is focused on meeting a best friend and establishes a progression of ideas and events (“..
couple of years ago...When I sat down... After a few hours... ). Specific details are present (*‘too neveres to
say anything...reses isin 5 minutes...”) and the writer’s organization provides a reasonable sense of overall

completeness.
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Score Point 4:

The response is focused on a field day and provides a logical sequence of events (*“...It all began...As the
students began arriving...Before long...”"). The writer includes specific, relevant details to support ideas (“new
glow in the dark camaflouge canteen...ice cold homemade lemonade...cans were filled with ice cold water...”).
The response has a sense of overall completeness.
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2001-02 Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4 and 7

Score Point 4 - The response exhibits a strong command of expository
writing. The writer has focused on the subject matter and has provided
specific, relevant reasons and details to support reasons as a means of
Focused Holistic elaboration. The writer’s organization provides a clear strategy or
Score Scale controlled plan with a clear sense of logical progression and overall
completeness. The composition is coherent.

Grade 7 Narrative
Composition

Score Point 3 - The response exhibits a reasonable command of
expository writing. The writer has focused on the subject matter and
given reasons to support the main idea. Some responses contain a few
well-elaborated reasons or more reasons with less elaboration. The
writer’s organization provides a reasonable sense of logical progression.
The response is generally coherent and complete overall, although
minor weaknesses are present.

Score Point 2 - The response exhibits a weak command of expository
writing. The writer has focused on the subject matter and given at least
one or two reasons or else a list of reasons with little or no elaboration.
These responses may be poorly organized and may not establish a
logical progression, but some sense of strategy exists. Some responses
introduce reasons and ideas which are not explained or related to the
subject matter, causing the reader to have to make inferences.

Score Point 1 - The response exhibits a lack of command of expository
writing. There is evidence that the writer has seen and attempted to

respond to the prompt. However, the response may not sustain focus on
the topic. The writer may attempt to support ideas, but there may be no
sense of strategy or control. Many responses exhibit skeletal control but
the response is too sparse to be scored higher than a “1.”

NS - This code may be used for compositions that are entirely illegible
or otherwise unscorable: blank responses, responses written in a foreign
language, restatement of the prompt, and responses that are off topic or
incoherent. The Scoring Director must approve the use of “NS.”
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“Writé the final copy of your composition here.
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Score Point 1:

The writer selects Michael Jordan and provides several unelaborated reasons. There is no sense of strategy
or control. '
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Ate the final copy of your composition here.
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Score Point 2:

The writer selects “‘my sister, Angelica” and provides a list of reasons with little or no elaboration.
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Score Point 3:

The writer selects Michael Jordan and provides three reasons (*...never gave up...cared for
everyone...didn’t do drugs...”’) with some specific elaboration. The writer’s organization provides a
reasonable sense of logical progression.
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Score Point 4:

The writer selects “mom” and the response is focused, organized, and provides three clear reasons (*...a
very hard worker...very caring...takes me places...”). The writer provides a clear strategy, ideas progress

logically, and the composition is complete overall.
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2001-02
North Carolina
Writing Assessment
Grades 4 and 7

Regional by LEA Performance

Tables 8 through 13 provide the number of students tested, percentage of students at each score
point, and the percentage scoring at or above the standard of 2.5 for each of the LEAs by region
(former six Technical Assistance Centers configurations). Performance by ethnicity is also
provided for each LEA.
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Table 8. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 2001-02, Grade 4,
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above 2.5, by LEA
State Percent 2002 LEA Performance
100 Quest Academy**

92 Magellan**

87 Mountain Community**
83 Francine Dclany**
82 Vance Charter**
75 . |Lincoln Charter**
73 Capc Fear Center**
71 Yancey
70 Metrolina**
2001 State - 69 Surry
68 Avery \
67 Millennium**
65 C.G. Woodson**, Greensboro Academy**, Summit Charter**
64 Chapel Hill-Carrboro City
63 Brevard Academy**, Lincoln
62 Buncombe
61 Asheville City, Chatham Charter**, Elkin City, Moore, River Mill Charter**
60 Bridges**, Kings Mountain City
59 Gaston, Iredell-Statesville, Newton Conover City
58 Transylvania
2000 State 57 Jackson
56 Alamance-Burlington, Cherokee, Phoenix Academy**
1999 State 55 Stokes, Union .
54 Alexander, Caswell, Chatham, New Hanover, Orange, Roanoke Rapids City, Rowan Acadcmy**, Wake
1995 State 53 Arapahoc**, Guilford, Kannapolis City
1996,1998 State 52 Alleghany, Burke, Evergreen Community**, Watauga
51 Davidson, Forsyth Academies**, Hickory City, Pamlico, Polk
50 Cabarrus, Clinton City, Davie, Durham, Picdmont Community**
1997 State 49 Catawba, Duplin, Franklin Academy**, Lee, Pender, Scotland
48 Currituck, Hoke, Mitchell
2002 State 47 Anson, Ashe, Asheboro City, Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Cleveland, Hyde, Tiller School**, Winston-Salem/Forsyth
46 Carteret, Columbus, Northeast Raleigh**
45 Maurcen Joy**, Rutherford, Wilkes
44 Beaufort, Lenoir, Macon
43 Caldwell, Craven, Shelby City, Tyrrell
42 Cumberland, Granville, Johnston, Jones, Randolph
41 ArtSpace Charter**, Brunswick, Henderson, Nash-Rocky Mount, Robeson, Thomasville City, Wilson
40 Camden, Harnett, Lexington City, Onslow, Rowan-Salisbury, Stanly

39 Graham, Mount Airy City, Richmond, Yadkin
38 Mooresville City, Waync
37 Franklin

36 Carter Community**, Rockingham, Union Academy**, Whiteville City

35 Elizabeth City/Pasquotank, Gatcs, Halifax, Haywood, McDovwell, Person, Pitt, Sugar Creek**
1994 State 34 Englemann**, Madison

33 Bladen, Dare, East Wake Academy**, Sampson

32 Bertic, S.B. Howard**

31 Suceess Institute**

30 Hertford, Northampton, Sterling Montessori**

29 Washington Montessori**

28 Clay, Haliwa-Saponi Tribal**, Rocky Mt Charter Public**, Swain, Vance

27 Community Charter**

26 Wcldon City

25 Montgomery, Orange Co. Charter**, STARS**

24 American Renaissance**, Greenc, Guilford SABIS**
1993 State 23 Edgecombe, Martin, Warren

22 Washington

20 Grandfather Academy**

19 Edenton/Chowan

18 Bethel Hill**, Omutcko Gwamaziima**
17 Perquimans, Rescarch Triangle**
14 Hope Elementary**, The Learning Center**

10 SPARC Academy**
Turning Point**
Children’s Village Academy**, Village Charter**

PrcEmincent**
Healthy Start**
Clover Garden**

East Winston Primary**, Quality Education**, Stanly Co. Community**
Crossnore Academy**, Woods Charter**
Notes:  *Data arc not reportcd where number tested is fewer than five,
**Dcnotes a charter school. For reporting purposcs the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete charter school name can be found in the Appendix.
A narrative writing prompt is administered each ycar. The percent of students scoring 2.5 or better is determincd by using the Accountability Standard formula,

AN N e

Q which is the sum of students scoring 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, and 4.0 divided by the total number tested, rounded to the nearest whole number.
- Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Testing Scction.
E l C 2001-02 Report of Student Performance in Writing, Grades 4 and 7
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Table 9. North Carolina Testing Program, Annual Writing Assessment, 2001-02, Grade 7,
Percent of Students Scoring At or Above 2.5, by LEA

State Percent 2002 LEA Performance
93 Mount Airy City
. 89 Ashe
87 Lake Norman**
86 Avery

83 Transylvania

82 Hickory City

80 Catawba, Newton Conover City

79 Watauga

77 Davie, Union

76 Chapel Hill-Carrboro City, Stokes

75 Iredell-Statesville }

74 Bladen, Brevard Academy**, Burke, Cabarrus, Caswell, Chatham, Cherokee, Gates, Yancey

2001 State 73 Buncombe, Moore, Surry
2000 State 72 Camden, Davidson, Mooresville City
71 Clinton City, Gaston, Graham, Harnett
1999 State 70 Cleveland, Currituck, Dare, Lincoln, Magellan**

69 Elkin City, Lee, Rockingham

68 Stanly, Wilkes

67 American Ren. Middle**, Bridges**, Francine Delany**, Henderson, Kings Mountain City, Metrolina**,
River Mill Charter**, Winston-Salem/Forsyth

66 Caldwell, Downtown Middle**, Duplin, Exploris**, Guilford SABIS**
65 Johnston, New Hanover, Onslow, Pamlico, Pender, Wayne

64 Alamance-Burlington, Macon, Pitt, Polk, Wake

1998,2002 State 63 Guilford, McDowell, Mountain Community**, Randolph

62 Asheville City, Mitchell, Nash-Rocky Mount, Swain

. 6l Alexander, Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Jones, Rutherford

1996 State 60 Alleghany, Brunswick, Granville, Madison

59 Craven, Roanoke Rapids City, S.B. Howard**, Whiteville City

58 Haywood, Jackson, Shelby City, Wilson

57 Carteret, Franklin Academy**, Orange, Yadkin

56 Asheboro City, Montgomery, Rowan-Salisbury

1997 State 55 Beaufort, Cumberland

54 Hoke, Robeson, Sampson

53 Halifax, Quest Academy**, Richmond

52 Elizabeth City/Pasquotank, Greensboro Academy**, Thomasville City
51 Kannapolis City, Person, Scotland

50 Clover Garden**, Evergreen Community**, Lenoir, Omuteko Gwamaziima**
49 Columbus

48 Clay, Franklin

47 Edgecombe, Kestrel Heights**

46 Anson, Bertie, Durham, Edenton/Chowan

45 Greene

44 MAST**

43 Vance Charter**, Washington

42 East Wake Academy**, Martin

41 Perquimans

40 Northeast Raleigh**, Weldon City

39 Arapahoe**, Rocky Mt Charter Public**, Turning Point**

38 . [Lincoln Charter**, Warren

37 Lexington City

36 Sterling Montessori**, Thomas Jefferson**

33 Northampton
31 Bethany Community**, Vance
29 C.G. Woodson**, Provisions Academy**, Tyrrell

27 Sugar Creek**
26 Forsyth Academies**, Orange Co. Charter** !

24 Chatham Charter**, Hertford, Hyde

22 Carter Community**, Summit Charter**
20 Imani Institute**

l7 CIS Academy**, Kennedy Charter**

14 Alpha Academy**

lO Village Charter**
8 Woods Charter**
4 SPARC Academy**
O Grandfather Academy**, Lakeside School**, Quality Education**, Success Academy**
* Crossnore Academy**
Notes: *Data are not reported where number tested is fewer than five.

**Denotes a charter school. For reporting purposcs the charter school name has been abbreviated; the complete charter school name can be found in the Appendix.
An expository or descriptive writing prompt is administered cach year. The percent of students scoring 2.5 or better is determincd by using the Accountability
Standard formula, which is the sum of students scoring 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, and 4.0 divided by the total number tested, rounded to the ncarest whole number.
Q Prepared by the NCDPI Division of Accountability Services/Tcsting Scction.
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2001-02 List of North Carolina Charter Schools

Alpha Academy

American Renaissance Charter School
American Renaissance Middle S¢hool
Arapahoe Charter School .
Bethany Community Middle School
Bethel Hill Charter School

Brevard Academy

Bridges Charter School

Cape Fear Center for Inquiry

Cape Lookout Marine Science High School
Carter Community School

Carter G. Woodson School of Challenge
Charter Day School

Chatham Charter School

Children's Village Academy

CIS Academy

Community Charter School
Community Partners High

Crossnore Academy

Developmental Day School

Dillard Academy

Downtown Middle School

‘East Wake Academy

East Winston Primary School

Engelmann School of the Arts and Sciences
Evergreen Community Charter School
Exploris Middle School

Forsyth Academies

Francine Delany New School for Children
Franklin Academy

Grandfather Academy

Greensboro Academy

Haliwa-Saponi Tribal

Harnett Early Childhood Academy

Healthy Start Academy Charter Elementary School
Highland Charter Public School

Imant Institute Charter School

John H. Baker Jr. High School

Kennedy School

Kestrel Heights School

Lake Norman Charter School

Lakeside School

Laurinburg Charter School

Laurinburg Homework Center Charter School

LIFT Academy

- Lincoln Charter

Magellan Charter School

MAST School

Maureen Joy Charter School
Metrolina Regional Scholars' Academy
Millennium Charter Academy

New Century School

Northeast Raleigh Charter Academy
Oma's Inc. Charter School

Omuteko Gwamaziima

Orange County Charter School
Phoenix Academy

Piedmont Community School
PreEminent Charter School
Provisions Academy

Quality Education Academy

Quest Academy

Raleigh Charter High School
Research Triangle Charter Academy
River Mill Academy

Rocky Mount Charter Public School
Rowan Academy

Sallie B. Howard School

Sandhills Theatre Arts Renaissance School (STARS)
SPARC Academy

Stanly County Community Outreach Charter School
Sterling Montessori Academy
Success Academy

Success Institute

Sugar Creek Charter School

Summit Charter School

The Learning Center

The Mountain Community School
The Woods Charter School

Thomas Jefferson Classical Academy
Tiller School

Turning Point Academy

Union Academy

Vance Charter School

Village Charter School

Washington Montessori - A Public Charter School
Wayne County Technical Academy
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