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PLACE OF CLASS ATTENDANCE OF NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS DURING CALENDAR YEAR 2000

Thomas W. MacFarland Senior Research Associate
Report 01-11 July 2001

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Research and Planning regularly reports on a variety of enrollment statistics that support the
University's planning process. In addition to enrollment statistics reported in the Weekly
Enrollment Report and annual Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS)
surveys, Research and Planning also publishes enrollment statistics in the University's Fact Book.

This report was prepared to provide a comprehensive summary of place of class attendance
statistics for Calendar Year 2000. This summary provides both collapsed and breakout statistics
that offer more detail than Research and Planning can publish within the limited space
availability of the yearly Fact Book.

Regarding the place of class attendance of Nova Southeastern University students during
Calendar Year 2000:

81 percent of all Calendar Year 2000 students attended class in Florida.

a 70 percent attend class in the tri-county South Florida area:

Broward County 59 percent

Miami-Dade County 8 percent

Palm Beach County 2 percent

o 11 percent of all Calendar Year 2000 students attended class in other
Florida counties.

19 percent of all Calendar Year 2000 students either attended class at non-Florida
locations or their place of class attendance did not have an identified code:

O Other states 11 percent

O International locations 4 percent

Unidentified code 4 percent

Page ii

3



Overall, the University has experienced a 16 percent increase in calendar year enrollment from
Calendar Year 1995 (CY 1995 N = 22,221 students) to Calendar Year 2000 (CY 2000 N =
25,796). Enrollment in Broward County (the location of the University's main campus) has
increased from 65 percent of Florida-based enrollment in Calendar Year 1995 to 73 percent of
Florida-based enrollment in Calendar Year 2000.

Although this report focused on enrollment at the many sites where students enroll for classes,
also highlighted is the increased incidence of Unidentified Place of Class Attendance:

In Calendar Year 1995, Unidentified Place of Class Attendance represented less
than 1 percent of total enrollment (149/22,221 CY95 Enrollment = 0.67 percent).

In Calendar Year 2000, Unidentified Place of Class Attendance represented over 4
percent of total enrollment (1,036/25,796 CY00 Enrollment = 4.02 percent)

This change (a net increase of 887 students from Calendar Year 1995 to Calendar
Year 2000 without an identified code for Place of Class Attendance) represents a
595 percent increase.

More specifically, of the 1,036 Calendar Year 2000 students with Unidentified
Place of Class Attendance status, 66 percent of these students (N = 680/1,036 or
65.64 percent) were enrolled in programs of the Fischler Graduate School of
Education and Human Services.

The large increase in Unidentified Place of Class Attendance occurred in Calendar Year 1998,
which approximates when the University planned for and then migrated to the Banner
information system. New coding paradigms were needed to accommodate this new system and it
would appear that at least for the Cluster City codes that signify Place of Class Attendance, there
are quality issues that need to be addressed.

This concern is especially critical in terms of the management issues associated with new and
emerging distance education modalities that diffuse standard Place of Class Attendance coding
practices that are based on face-to-face meetings at identified geographical locations. There is a
concern that the current incidence (4 percent of total enrollment) of Unidentified Place of Class
Attendance will not support the monitoring practices needed for sound management of allocated
site-based and other resources.
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BACKGROUND

In an effort to contribute to sound administrative and monitoring practices, Nova Southeastern
University's Office of Research and Planning publishes a Weekly Enrollment Report. In
addition to this detailed weekly reporting process, annual enrollment statistics are also compiled
through the completion of surveys associated with the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
System (IPEDS). These surveys are linked to the United States Department of Education and the
National Center for Education Statistics. Participation in this survey process is mandated by
statute (Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended) for participation in any
Federal financial assistance program (Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Fall
Enrollment Survey (For 4-Year Institutions), IPEDS-EF-1; 1999).

The University's enrollment statistics are made available on a regular basis to the University
community. In collapsed and selected breakout format, these enrollment statistics are also made
available to other interested readers in the publication of an annual Fact Book. Nova
Southeastern University Fact Book 2001 (2001, pp. 50 to 57) included a chapter on student
enrollment.

The purpose of this report is to publish a comprehensive summary of Nova Southeastern
University enrollment statistics for Calendar Year 2000, with an emphasis on collapsed and
breakout statistics related to place of class attendance. This calendar year place of class
attendance summary provides another view of enrollment that is possibly more inclusive that
what is provided in the Weekly Enrollment Report, IPEDS surveys, or the annual Fact Book.

METHODOLOGY

On a yearly basis, the University's Office of Information Technologies is asked to prepare an
extract file that includes a wide selection of information on calendar year (January 1 to December
31) enrollment. That extract file served as the data resource for this report and the Cluster City
code was specifically used to query on Place of Class Attendance. All analyses were conducted
with SPSS -XTM on the University's host computing system.

RESULTS

A set of tables (Table 1 to Table 7) relating to place of class attendance of Nova Southeastern
University students during Calendar Year 2000 is appended to this report. Among the many
useful findings presented in these tables, it is interesting to note that:
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81 percent of all Calendar Year 2000 students attended class in Florida.

O 70 percent attend class in the tri-county South Florida area:

Broward County 59 percent

Miami-Dade County 8 percent

Palm Beach County 2 percent

O 11 percent of all Calendar Year 2000 students attended class in other
Florida counties.

19 percent of all Calendar Year 2000 students either attended class at non-Florida
locations or their place of class attendance did not have an identified code:

Other states 11 percent

O International locations 4 percent

O Unidentified code 4 percent

SUMMARY

The University has experienced a 16 percent increase in calendar year enrollment from Calendar
Year 1995 (CY 1995 N = 22,221 students) to Calendar Year 2000 (CY 2000 N = 25,796).
However, as presented below, there is a wide degree of variance in this growth on an annual
basis:

Nova Southeastern University Calendar Year Enrollment:
CY 1995 to CY 2000

Period Enrollment
Annual Change Change from CY 1995

CY 1995 22,221
CY 1996 22,732 511 2.3 511 2.3
CY 1997 24,828 2,096 9.2 2,607 11.7
CY 1998 25,143 315 1.3 2,922 13.1
CY 1999 25,618 475 1.9 3,397 15.3
CY 2000 25,796 178 0.7 3,575 16.1



Along with these University-wide trends, this report also includes detailed breakout statistics that
identify Calendar Year 2000 enrollment at individual sites throughout Florida, other states, and
international locations. This report also includes Calendar Year 1995 to Calendar Year 2000
enrollment statistics (Table 3) that focus on enrollment at Florida-based Regional Service
Centers. As evidenced in these supporting tables, there are some clear trends regarding
enrollment at Florida locations:

Enrollment in Broward County has increased from 65 percent of Florida-based
enrollment in Calendar Year 1995 to 73 percent of Florida-based enrollment in
Calendar Year 2000.

Enrollment at Florida's other major urban areas where the University recently
initiated full-service Regional Service Centers (Miami-Dade County, Palm Beach
County, Jacksonville, Orlando, and Tampa) has remained fairly constant in terms
of percentage of Florida-based enrollment.

However, enrollment at the smaller Florida sites has declined from 10 percent of
Florida-based enrollment in Calendar Year 1995 to 6 percent of Florida-based
enrollment in Calendar Year 2000.

Along with identifying place of class attendance for the many individual sites where the
University offers distance education opportunities, this report also identified the increased
incidence of Unidentified Place of Class Attendance (i.e., Cluster City code):

In Calendar Year 1995, Unidentified Place of Class Attendance represented less
than 1 percent of total enrollment (149/22,221 CY95 Enrollment = 0.67 percent).

In Calendar Year 2000, Unidentified Place of Class Attendance represented over 4
percent of total enrollment (1,036/25,796 CY00 Enrollment = 4.02 percent)

This change (a net increase of 887 students from Calendar Year 1995 to Calendar
Year 2000 without an identified code for Place of Class Attendance) represents a
595 percent increase.

More specifically, of the 1,036 Calendar Year 2000 students with Unidentified
Place of Class Attendance status, 66 percent of these students (N = 680/1,036 or
65.64 percent) were enrolled in programs of the Fischler Graduate School of
Education and Human Services.

Careful examination of Table 3 indicates that there was a major increase in Unidentified Place of
Class Attendance in Calendar Year 1998, which approximates the time when the University
planned for and then migrated to the Banner information system. New coding paradigms were
needed to accommodate this new system and it would appear that at least for the Cluster City
codes that signify Place of Class Attendance, there are quality issues that need to be addressed.
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Attention to policy and practices associated with Place of Class Attendance codes will only
become more important as additional students use computer-mediated communication and other
new and emerging distance education modalities that diffuse standard Place of Class Attendance
coding practices that are based on face-to-face meetings at identified sites.

Further, to better manage the additional resources that will be allocated to the University's full-
service Regional Service Centers, it is equally imperative that the University have an accurate
sense of student enrollment and the places where students attend classes. There is a concern that
the current incidence (4 percent of total enrollment) of Unidentified Place of Class Attendance
will not support this monitoring practice with the accuracy needed for sound management of
allocated resources.

The issue of a more precise sense of place of class attendance was also addressed in Table 7,
where breakout enrollment statistics by sites are provided for all states and international
locations. When appropriate, academic center directors and central administrative personnel may
find it useful to carefully examine the breakout enrollment statistics in this table to see if there is
any possible merit to consolidate low-enrollment rural and suburban sites into course delivery at
more centrally located urban Regional Service Centers. As the University continues to introduce
computer-mediated communication and other forms of "media-enhanced and reduced seat time"
(Brown; 2001, p. 22) technologies into traditional face-to-face course delivery formats, it may be
possible to reduce the required number of class meetings for some cluster-based courses. This
action would likely have an impact on the marketing potential for students in more distant areas
to drive to centrally-located urban-based Regional Service Centers. This level of consolidation
may not only be more convenient for students, but it may also have positive cost savings for the
University as low-enrollment sites are merged into high-enrollment central locations.
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Table 5

Place of Class Attendance of Nova Southeastern University Students in Calendar Year
2000: Breakouts by State in Rank Order

Location N Percent of Total

Florida 20,892 81.0

Virginia 352 1.4

Nevada 287 1.1

Georgia 280 1.1

South Carolina 280 1.1

Pennsylvania 254 1.0

Alabama 214 <1.0

Massachusetts 208 <1.0

California 128 <1.0

Illinois 125 <1.0

Texas 98 <1.0

Indiana 80 <1.0

Louisiana 62 <1.0

Vermont 54 <1.0

Missouri 53 <1.0

Iowa 46 <1.0

Arizona 45 <1.0

Delaware 39 <1.0

Colorado 34 <1.0

Wisconsin 24 <1.0

Puerto Rico 24 <1.0

Washington 23 <1.0



Location N Percent of Total

Arkansas

Minnesota

Subtotal

International

Unidentified

18

14

23,634

<1.0

<1.0

91.6

1,126 4.4

1,036 4.0

TOTAL 25,796



Table 6

Nova Southeastern University Students Attending Classes at International Sites:
Calendar Year 2000 Enrollment in Rank Order

Country

Enrollment

N

Percent of Enrollment

International Total

Jamaica 664 59.0 2.6

Bahamas 263 23.4 1.0

Panama 114 10.1 <1.0

Canada 42 3.7 <1.0

Venezuela 23 2.0 <1.0

Greece 13 1.1 <1.0

Germany 5 <1.0 <1.0

England 2 <1.0 <1.0

TOTAL 1,126 100.0 4.4
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