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.. ABSTRACT

This leaflet contains a checklist of actions students should
take to prepare for college. The checklist begins with the pre high school
years, by advising selection of challenging courses and outlining ways to
save for college. Ninth graders are again advised to select challenging
courses and to begin to think about possible careers. It is suggested that
10th graders take challenging classes in core curriculum areas and begin to
refine their possible career choices. Tenth graders should begin to think
about the colleges they might choose and should take the Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. Advice for 1lth graders
become more specific, and includes recommendations for taking college
entrance examinations and more specific advice about choosing a college.
Advice for 12th graders includes details about student financial aid. Some

"useful Web sites are listed, 'and telephone numbers are given for general

information about financial aid. (SLD)
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HIGH SCHOOL - 12TH GRADE } 1

Take challenging classes in English,
mathematics, science. history, geography, a
foreign language, government, civics,
economics, the arts and advanced
technologies.

Meet with your counselor early in the year
to discuss your plans.

Complete all necessary financial aid forms,
especially the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA). Apply online at

www.fafsa.ed.gov

Write colleges to request information and
applications for admission. Ask about
financial aid, admissions requirements, and
deadlines.

If possible, visit the colleges that most
interest you.

Register for and take the SAT I, ACT
Assessment, SAT II Subject Tests or any
other exams required for admission to the
colleges to which you are applying. If you
have difficulty paying the registration fee,
see your guidance counselor about getting a
fee waiver.

Prepare your application carefully. Follow
the instructions. and PAY CLOSE
ATTENTION TO DEADLINES! Be sure to
ask your counselor and teachers at least two
weeks before your application deadlines to
submit the necessary documents to colleges
(your transcript. letters of recommendation, etc.)
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Excerpted from Preparing Yo

For College.

ur Child ”
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Useful Web Sltes.
Federal Student Aid home page:

www.studentaid.ed.gov

The Student Guide (12" grade and
beyond) and

VA%

Funding Your Education (before 12
grade) are available at this site.

FAFSA on the Web:

www.fafsa.ed.gov
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Personal Identification Number
(PIN):
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www.pin.ed.gov
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Federal government resources for
education:
g www.students.gov
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General Information

A

Information about federal
student aid programs, assistance
with the application process and
how to obtain federal student aid
publications.

1-800-4-FED-AID
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