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ABSTRACT

This presentation describes the development of an Icelandic
school for students in grades 1-10. The school is based on the needs of
students, their families, their communities, and their country. The process
for making decisions about the new schools is called "design down," which
refers to starting with the biggest issues and moving toward smaller goals.
The physical space is intended to support all elements of school
organization. Decisions are made collaboratively by school and community
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planning team considers four concepts high priority: community, nature,
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national and local exams. The learning process includes aligning with the
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