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Q. What can you look at in a forest
to learn its fire history?

Q. What happens to animals
when a wildfire occurs?

A. Burn scars on trees and house
foundations show fire history.

Q. What is a firebrand?

A. A firebrand is anything that
burns that is carried on the wind
and starts a new fire.

_

Q. What 3 elements are
needed for fire?

A. Fuel + Oxygen + Heat = Fire

A. Animals generally escape wild-
fires, except perhaps nestlings.............. ... . . . ...

Q. What kinds of places might
never have a wildfire?

A. Very wet tropical rainforests,
barren deserts, and ice fields
never catch fire.

2

Q. How do you think a drought
would affect wildfires?

A. Drought makes fuels
burn more easily.





Q. How can a wildfire help the soil?

go

A. Fire breaks down organic matter
into soil nutrients.

----
1

0 0
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Q. Why might prescribed burns
be useful?

1

1

..- ------ - -- --'-'\_.-- - ----- - -.. ....
-------=,----9` Q. Do fires kill the roots of all trees?- - ----- _____ ---- -. - -----:----- ,.--_---_.________------

R.
v",

Q. How can fire help a giant
sequoia grow?

A. Fire eliminates competition from
other plants, allows sunlight in,
and furnishes nutrients.------------ -

0

A. If fires do not occur in areas
where it is normal, dangerous
levels of fuel may build up.

02

Q. How can a wildfire affect
the local weather?

:

1

1

1

1

1

1

:20
A. Fire can develop nvec ve columns..

1 ,c,-
Hot air rises and the surrounding 1

.

:-- .: it ....'-'.1.1! ? A. Fires can eliminate fuel buildup
1 . A,--_---- -.air gets pulled in, causing wind. 1

- and trigger new plant growth.

t*"

A. No, some trees sprout from their
roots after a fire.

,cr Q. What are some benefits of
letting forest fires burn?
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Q. Does a fire burn faster going uphill,
downhill, or on flat ground?

A. A fire may burn 16 times faster
uphill than on flat ground.

- -

r Cr
1 ,

Q. \\That causes wildfires?
- - r - - - --

A. Wildfires are started by lightning,
but more often by humans.

II

Q. How do fires help serotinous
pines?------ ----- ---- - -- -----

A. Serotinous pinecones need fire
to open.

Q. What do land managers mean
when they talk about fuel?

A. Organic materials, like leaves,
that feed fires are called fuels.

Q. What lands of animals might
come to a forest after a fire?

- -

[14

A. Birds, like hawks, hunt along
the edge of newly burned land.

Q. How do most wildfires start?
---- ---- . -------- ----- -

A. Depending on the area, 70 to 95%
of wildfires are caused by people.
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Q. What part of a house most easily
catches fire from firebrands?----- _- __

A. Roofs, especially shingled ones,
burn easily from firebrands.

Q. What chi you call an area
with houses and forests?

20

A. Wild land/Urban interface is where
houses and forests exist together.

----- _ __ _-_-_,_ -----

Q. What happens to a house that
is burnt but not rebuilt?
-------- ---------

A. After a fire, the forest grows
through an old foundation.
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