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About the Washington Assessment
of Student Learning in Writing

Grade 10

Why test writing?
Learning to write is vital to a good education. It is an essential skill for succeeding in
higher education, the workplace, and lifelong learning. Writing requires students to
express their knowledge with purpose and coherence. As students learn to write, they
sharpen their ability to clarify thoughts and organize ideas. Writing teaches mental
discipline and precision by promoting careful, analytical thinking and demanding that
students follow the rigors of correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, sentence
structure, and usage/format.

Purpose and Content of the WASL
The writing section of the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) is
designed to measure student achievement of the Essential Academic Learning
Requirements in writing.

The test includes two writing tasks or "prompts," one designed to elicit an extended
expository response (e.g., the writer may explain, compare/contrast, analyze, and/or
evaluate), and the other, a persuasive response. Although the second Essential
Academic Learning Requirement states that students be able to write for
"different...purposes" (or "modes"), holding the purposes/modes constant will ensure that
the difficulty of the test is consistent from year to year.

The decision to limit the number of modes/purposes assessed is in no way meant to limit
classroom instruction or district and classroom-based assessments. Expository and
persuasive modes were chosen because learning to write for these purposes is essential if
students are to perform well on the tasks expected of them in the 10th gradeon the
reading and mathematics WASL, for exampleas well as in the years to come.

Each writing prompt will clearly state a designated topic, audience, purpose (mode),
and form. Research has shown that in order to be effective, a writer must understand the
role and interaction of topic, audience, purpose, and form. Each prompt will contain an
underlined verbexplain or inform for the expository prompt, persuade or convince for
the persuasive promptwhich will serve to cue writing for the intended mode/purpose.
In addition, each writing prompt will also specify a form, for example, letter, editorial, or
essay. Therefore, a prompt might be written as follows: Decide on how much TV you
think students should watch and then write an essay (form) to convince (persuasive
mode) parents (audience) to follow your advice (topic).

6



Expository Writing:
For the purposes of the state assessment, an expository response is one that explains or
informs. The writer should present information in a way that enhances the reader's
understanding of the topic. Effective expository writing is usually, but not always,
characterized by the following:

narrowed topic and focus on main idea;
well-chosen supporting details, which may include description, examples,
anecdotes, reasons, and/or facts;
logical, understandable organizational pattern;
use of transitions to connect ideas;
commitment to the topic (voice);
an introduction and conclusion.

Sample expository prompts: (1) What object is most important to you? In an essay,
explain to your teacher why it is your most important object, or (2) What is your favorite
place? In an essay, explain to your teacher why it is your favorite place.

Persuasive Writing:
For the purposes of the state assessment, a persuasive response is one that is primarily
written to persuade or convince the designated audience to support a point of view, make
a decision, or take an action. Effective persuasive writing is usually, but not always,
characterized by the following:

topic or issue clearly stated in the introduction;
a clear position and stays focused on that position;
more than one argument to support position;
detailed reasons, examples, and evidence to support arguments;
anticipation and refuting of opposing arguments;
a clear, logical organizational strategy which makes the best case for position;
transitions to connect position, arguments, and evidence;
an awareness of the audience demonstrated in the choice of words, details, and
voice;

persuasive language and techniques;
an ending/conclusion which includes a call for action.

Sample persuasive prompts: (1) Think about something you would like changed at your
school. In a letter to your principal persuade, him or her to make that change, or (2) The
school board is considering extending the school day. Write a letter to the editor of your
local paper in which you persuade the readers to extend or not extend the school day.

A final note: Effective writing instruction includes teaching the traits of quality writing;
a variety of modes/purposes and audiences; various forms of writing such as letters,
newspaper articles, editorials, and memos; the writing process; and self reflection/goal
setting. The overall goal of a comprehensive writing program is to support students in
becoming clear, competent, and reflective writers who have the ability to adjust their
writing for topic, audience, and purpose.
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How to Use This Book

This booklet contains the anchor papers used to score the 2001 Washington Assessment
of Student Learning (WASL) in writing, grade 10. Anchor papers are concrete examples
that illustrate the intent of the scoring guides. They serve as a reference point or "anchor"
to ensure that scorers interpret and apply the scoring guides consistently.

The papers shown exemplify the full range of score points possible. For each of the two
writing prompts students can earn up to:

four points for content, organization, and style; and
two points for conventions (grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization,
paragraphing, and spelling).

In summary, students can receive a total of twelve points on the WASL in writing. It
takes nine points to meet the standard.

This booklet is divided into three tabs:

Student work on a persuasive prompt earning 4, 3, 2, and 1 point(s) in the
area of content, organization, and style;
Student work on an expository prompt earning 4, 3, 2, and 1 point(s) in the area of
content, organization, and style; and
Student work earning 2, 1, and 0 point(s) in the area of conventions
(grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing, and spelling).

At the beginning of each tab you will see a list of typed annotations and scores for each
paper within the section. The annotations and papers are numbered such as 10EA8a.
This should be read as:

10= Grade Level (this is the same on every example)
E= Expository ("P" for persuasive or "C" for conventions)
A8= The number of the anchor paper (in this case #8)
a= The first page of the students response; "b" would indicate the second page, "c"
the third, and so on.

This is the numbering system used by the state's testing contractor. We have used this
same numbering system to ensure accurate identification of papers should any questions
arise. Make sure the number of the annotation you are reading matches the student
sample. The score is shown at the end of each anchor paper: "COS" for content,
organization, and style or "CONY" for conventions.

Review of these examples should help you better understand the level of work expected
of students who meet the standard in writing. For additional assistance, please call
OSPI's Office of Assessment, Research, and Curriculum at (360) 725-6333.
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2001 Washington Assessment of Student
Learning in Writing

Grade 10 Prompts

Expository Prompt

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper
and as complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your
teacher in which you name an invention that has had an important impact on
how people live, work, or play. Explain why it is an important invention.

Persuasive Prompt

Recently a citizen's group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a
driver's license. The group has proposed that high school students have at
least a "B" average in order to get a driver's license. Take a position on this
proposal. Write a letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to
agree with your position.

v
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Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide

Points Description
4 maintains consistent focus on the topic and has ample supporting details

has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of completeness and
wholeness
provides transitions which clearly serve to connect ideas
uses language effectively by exhibiting word choices that are engaging and
appropriate for intended audience and purpose
includes sentences, or phrases where appropriate, of varied length and
structure
allows the reader to sense the person behind the words

3 maintains adequate focus on the topic and has adequate supporting details
has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of wholeness and
completeness, although some lapses occur
provides adequate transitions in an attempt to connect ideas
uses effective language and appropriate word choices for intended audience
and purpose
includes sentences, or phrases where appropriate, that are somewhat varied in
length and structure
provides the reader with some sense of the person behind the words

2 demonstrates an inconsistent focus and includes some supporting details, but
may include extraneous or loosely related material
shows an attempt at an organizational pattern, but exhibits little sense of
wholeness and completeness
provides transitions which are weak or inconsistent
has a limited and predictable vocabulary which may not be appropriate for the
intended audience and purpose
shows limited variety in sentence length and structure
attempts somewhat to give the reader a sense of the person behind the words

1 demonstrates little or no focus and few supporting details which may be
inconsistent or interfere with the meaning of the text
has little evidence of an organizational pattern or any sense of wholeness and
completeness
provides transitions which are poorly utilized, or fails to provide transitions
has a limited or inappropriate vocabulary for the intended audience and
purpose
has little or no variety in sentence length and structure
provides the reader with little or no sense of the person behind the words

0 response is "I don't know"; response is a question mark (?); response is one
word; response is only the title of the prompt; or the prompt is simply recopied

vii
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Conventions Scoring Guide

Points Description
2 consistently follows the rules of standard English for

usage
consistently follows the rules of standard English for spelling of
commonly used words
consistently follows the rules of standard English for capitalization
and punctuation
consistently exhibits the use of complete sentences except where
purposeful phrases or clauses are used for effect
indicates paragraphs consistently

1 generally follows the rules of standard English for usage
generally follows the rules of standard English for spelling of
commonly used words
generally follows the rules of standard English for capitalization and
punctuation
generally exhibits the use of complete sentences except where
purposeful phrases are used for effect
indicates paragraphs for the most part

0 mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for usage
mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for spelling of
commonly used words
mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for
capitalization and punctuation
exhibits errors in sentence structure that impede communication
mostly does not indicate paragraphs
response is "I don't know"; response is a question mark (?);
response is one word; response is only the title of the prompt; or the
prompt is simply recopied

Ail
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Washington Assessment of Student Learning in Writing, Grade 10
Expository Prompt, Task A

Content, Organization, and Style
2001 Anchor Set Annotations

10EA1 (COS 4)
This response demonstrates a strong ability to explain effectively. The response
maintains consistent focus to explain the importance of the World Wide Web, the internet.
The writer moves the reader smoothly through the text with a clearly organized plan.
Main points are amply supported by specific details that not only clarify, but add interest
as well: From buying clothes and gifts for people to buying daily things such as milk,
bread, q-tips for home.... Sophisticated transitions connect ideas: While contributing to
the daily and work life of people, the internet also provides entertainment. The writer
appeals to the intended audience with a well-ordered whole discussion that is enhanced
by engaging word choices and varied, well-constructed sentences: From buying clothes
and gifts...the internet has sites that can fullfil all needs. With just a couple of clicks,
anyone with a credit card can finish their christmas shopping, buy a week's worth of food
for the family...all from a computer with internet connections. Again, mindful of the
audience, the writer cites ways in which the young and older crowds can use and enjoy
the internet. The reader has a strong sense of the person behind the words in this essay.
The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 4.

10EA2 (COS 4)
This response demonstrates a strong ability to explain effectively. The writer focuses on
the creation of the printing press and develops this topic with logically organized, ample
details to create a sense of wholeness and completeness. The opening sets up the contrast
between the centuries during which scribes had been depended on to keep hard written
documents of everything, and if a second copy or draft was needed it would have to be
written all over again and the myriad advantages of the printing press to the point where
today every book, newspaper, magazine, or other publication is produced by a form of
printing. Transitions clearly serve to connect ideas: Without the newspaper..., For
hundreds of years..., With the invention of the printing press..., Along with newspapers
and books.... Sentences are fluent and varied; word choices are engaging and
appropriate: Just imagine how bleak and strange the world would be without the uses of
the printing press. So when the first printing press was created in the early 1800's, a
new breed of information and record keeping was found, putting the once vital scribe to
rest. Finally, the writer allows the reader to sense the person behind the words through
the obvious enthusiasm for the topic: In my opinion the most influential and
revolutionary invention in history..., ...this amazing machine.... The best-fit COS score
for this piece of writing is a 4.

10PAla: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EAla: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
IOCAla: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number

1
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10EA3 (COS 4)
This response demonstrates a strong ability to explain effectively. The essay is clearly
and logically organized, maintaining a consistent focus on the internet. This topic is
developed with relevant, well-chosen, and ample details, which elaborate on the writer's
main points: ...able to get all the information they want with just a click of a button.
Science, medicine, biographies are just some.... Sentence patterns are varied with the use
of rhetorical questions as well as simple and complex sentences. The writing benefits
from the word choice selected for the purpose and audience: Long distance bills can get
out of control, but now you don't have to worry about them, As you probably already
know.... There is a clear sense of the person behind the words, especially in the
conversational tone: Hey, you can even chat while shopping. The best-fit COS score for
this piece of writing is a 4.

10EA4 (COS 3)
This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. While consistently
focused on computers, the supporting reasons tend to be general: ...can be used for
entertainment, information, and work. The elaborating details adequately expand and
clarify the main ideas: the owner can also play video games off of CD ROM, or, play
online games off the internet. Transitions move the reader through a somewhat
mechanical, but logical, organization: Computers also can be used..., Accountants also
can use.... Word choice is appropriate for the subject matter and intended audience.
Sentence patterns and length are somewhat varied, although several sentences begin
repetitiously both in word choice and structure: The owner of the computer..., The owner
also can play..., There are encyclopedias..., There are even programs.... The essay
conveys a sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of
writing is a 3.

10EA5 (COS 3)
This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. This essay follows
a clear organization that stays focused on the light bulb. The main points are adequately
supported; the use of personal anecdotes as examples not only develops the essay, but
also engages the reader's interest and provides a sense of the person behind the words:
More times than I would like, I have found myself pulling "all nighters" in my attempt to
complete a project. I was able to finish my project thanks to the invention of the light
bulb. With a distinct introduction and conclusion and transitions connecting ideas
between and within paragraphs, the essay feels whole and complete. Sentence structures
are varied and word choices are adequate for the subject matter and purpose: Lights are
also used in communication. Sailors often use morse code, in the form of blinking light,
to communicate over vast distances. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is
a 3.

10EA6 (COS 3)
This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. This writer follows
an organizational pattern that stays focused on the telephone and develops its importance
with adequate supporting details for the main points. Much of the clarifying detail takes

10PAla: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EA1a: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CAla: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number

2
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the form of scenarios, some obviously exaggerated for effect: Imagine you were
pregnant you wouldn't want to travel 1,000 miles just to let the doctor know. Now you
just pick up the receiver and dial a seven digit number and your appointment is set.
Some organizational lapses occur near the end of the essay: If the telephone hadn't been
invented people still struggle. Financially it would be better, but for society no now it
isn't. Variety in sentence structure and length, including rhetorical questions; word
choices appropriate to the audience and purpose; and the far-fetched scenarios all
contribute to the clear sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for
this piece of writing is a 3.

10EA7 (COS 3)
This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. The writer focuses
on the computer and develops its importance with reasons adequately supported with
details: It allows kids or adults to talk to people on the other side of the world with the
press of a button. Clearly the writer knows and cares about the subject: ...it came with a
4 gb hardrive. So I bought a new 30gb hardrive and more RAM.... The essay is clearly,
though mechanically, organized with ideas connected by adequate, though somewhat
repetitious, transitions: It also allows..., It also provides.... Word choice is functional
and appropriate for the intended audience and purpose. Sentences are somewhat varied
in length and structure. Some sense of the person behind the words emerges. The best-fit
COS score for this piece of writing is a 3.

10EA8 (COS 3)
This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to explain effectively. The essay
maintains focus on the gas motor as a great invention. The writer follows a clear, though
mechanical, organizational pattern. Separate paragraphs develop the gas motor's impact
on ...the transportation of people and goods, recreation, and the way we work.
Functional transitions move the reader from one paragraph to the next: Another thing...,
Still, another one.... The sense of wholeness and completeness, however, is somewhat
hindered because the piece lacks a conclusion. Although gas motor is used repeatedly,
word choice is generally appropriate for the intended audience. Sentence structure and
length are somewhat varied. The writer's enthusiasm for the topic conveys a sense of the
person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 3.

10EA9 (COS 2 )
This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain effectively. The essay maintains its
focus on the invention of plastic and its many uses. Development of the main ideas is
uneven, however. For example, ways in which it has improved the storage of food and
chemicals are elaborated with some detail, while only one sentence elaborates other uses.
The writer's attempt to organize this piece is evident in the introduction, brief conclusion,
and basic transitions: One of the..., For example..., Another example.... Despite the
effort to convey wholeness, this essay falls short. Word choices are appropriate for the
intended audience and purpose with some sense of the person behind the words
emerging. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2.

10PA la: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EA la: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CA la: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number

3
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10EA10 (COS 2)
This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain effectively. The writer has an
inconsistent focus in this essay, beginning with the invention of the ball point pen and
ending with Computers seem to be the way of the future. Supporting details are minimal
throughout the essay: The ball point pen created an easier way to write. This eliminated
hours of writing time. The easier way was fun and new. The writer attempts an
organizational pattern, isolating each main idea in its own paragraph and developing an
introduction and conclusion, which does create a limited sense of wholeness. Word
choice is somewhat limited, but a few nice word choices are apparent: evolved,
eliminated, technique. Sentence variety is restricted, providing little sense of the person
behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2.

10EA11 (COS 2)
This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain effectively. The essay focuses on
the famous invention of the guitar, and some support is offered for its importance:
Guitars have established new ways of playing music, ...attracted a wide range of
people..., ...another option for musicians. Some of the support is specific: Electric and
Acoustic guitars have created a pathway for new instruments such as the drums and bass.
This example also illuminates a strength of the paperit's more than basic word choice,
which reflects the writer's interest in and knowledge of the topic. The focus shifts,
without transition, in the second paragraph to a discussion of Jimi Hendrix: ...music was
expanding drastically. The biggest legend known today and will never be forgotten is
Jimi Hendrix. The paper's conclusion seems to contradict its body: The guitar wasn't
really beneficial.... Despite the weak ending, the writer's obvious enthusiasm for the
subject (Crowds were going wild) helps to give the reader a sense of the person behind
the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2.

10EA12 (COS 2)
This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain effectively. Indoor plumbing is the
focus of this essay. The writer presents some reasons for its importance: ...we no longer
have to go outside in freezing cold weather; ...we have running water inside our house to
drink, wash our clothes, and even wash ourselves. These reasons are not elaborated,
however. In fact, the writer himself notes the brevity of the piece in the closing: Even
though these aren't very many reasons.... Basic transitions (Because, also, even though)
move the reader from point to point, but the very minimal development and limited word
choice create little sense of wholeness or completeness. Little sense of the writer behind
the words emerges. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2.

10EA13 (COS 2)
This response demonstrates a weak ability to explain effectively. The writer is focused
on the importance of E-mail, but minimally develops the topic. Although the paper is
organized with a beginning and ending, its three ideas are sparsely developed: It also is
helpful at work It's a great way to send a message that needs to be sent to several
people quickly. Some ideas are introduced without any development: ...it is less likely to
get lost. Language is limited and predictable, but some awareness of audience is

10PA1a: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EA1a: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CA1a: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number

4
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evidenced when the writer explains that e-mail has been taking the place of snail mail
(the term now used for letter writing). The essay conveys little sense of the person
behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2.

10EA14 (COS 1)
This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to explain effectively. Although the
writer focuses on electricity, there are few details, and they are given limited
development. The lack of transitions makes the ideas difficult to follow: ...we would be
sitting here in the dark. We would have to use candles, And candles don't last very long.
We have cars, or lights, computers, heat.... The rudimentary organization includes a
sparse introduction and conclusion, but does not provide a sense of wholeness. There is
little or no variety in sentence length and structure; word choice is limited and repetitious:
I think electricity has helped us w/ greatly because w/ out it we would be stuck just sitting
in the dark. Only a hint of the person behind the words emerges in this essay. The best-
fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 1.

10EA15 (COS 1)
This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to explain effectively. With little or no
focus, the paper switches from the invention of the spear to language or some sort of
hand communication. The writer sets up the basic central idea for the essay, but does not
go on to develop it in an organized text. The brevity of this piece and the lack of an
ending leave no sense of wholeness or completeness. Although there is a transition
(However), it is poorly utilized; ideas are only loosely connected: One of the earliest
inventions is the spear.... However, the first invention was probably language. There is
little or no sense of the person behind these words. The best-fit COS score for this piece
of writing is a 1.

10PAla: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EAla: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CAla: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number

5
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Writing

Final Draft 10EAla
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft On this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic

will
to help you with your words. Spell

check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for-your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or

. .

play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Final Draft

Writii

1 0EA1 b
Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft 1 0EA2a
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on -page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why' it is an important invention.
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Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions las
simple as a zipper and as complex as a computer or space ship).
Write a multi-paragraph essay for your teacher in willch. you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how
people live, work, OR play. and explain why it is an important 1 OEA3ainvention.
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Over the years, humans have benefited from .inventions (as.
simple as a zipper and as complex as a computer or space ship).
Write a multi-paragraph essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how
people live, work, OR play and explain why it is an important
invention.
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Writing

Final Draft 1 0EA5a
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Writing

Final Draft 1 0EA6a
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions as 1 0 EA7 a
simple as a zipper and as complex as a computer or space ship).
Write a multi-paragraph essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how
people live, work, OR play and =lain why it is an important
invention.
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Writing

Final Draft 1 0 EA8a
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you peed to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work,'or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Writing

Final Draft 1 0EA9a
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft 1 0EA1 Oa
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.

ter-cu)s.Q.

SAL

k'k12. -\\6 CA, eAL 4i44Q, )L7`)Q1. trC6

Mite& &('IR
tib bad eltafeck_ c,Ln

.

ocC-- n ri erts;
v6 CAM q-k.2n ekAck,

lAciAA_) C 010.Poi`e)6_s

Writing

1 0EA1 Ob

aeLAD K9cck.).) i-t4L)

;1).k u.,96 k.e tvimq-(kx ni\-)0
itk0 err-W*4er .

rY\V
NE I-6Q) ciAO-re?,

P.Aok_o vtot.

COS 2



Writing

10EA1 la
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

1 0EA12a
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Writing

Final Draft 1 0EA1 3a
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12. again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft 10EA14a
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live,.work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft 10EA15
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Writing

10EA16
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Persuasive Prompt



Washington Assessment of Student Learning in Writing, Grade 10
Persuasive Prompt, Task B

Content, Organization, and Style
2001 Anchor Set Annotations

10PA1 (COS 4)
This response demonstrates a strong ability to persuade a reader. The writer opens with a
rhetorical question: Should students need a B average to obtain a Washington state
drivers license? The remainder of the letter answers the question with a series of well-
elaborated reasons to support the position that The legal age for a license... should be
based on G.P.A. The arguments are logically organized and supported with specific
details that both clarify and add interest. Personal anecdotes engage the reader as well as
scaffold the argument and provide a strong sense of the person behind the words: Out of
my and many other friend groups we have noticed that the ones who get into these
automobile problems are the ones whos grades could use a lot of improvement. The
word choice is appropriate for the audience and intended purpose, and although awkward
at times, sentences are of varied length and structure. The best-fit COS score for this
piece of writing is a 4.

10PA2 (COS 4)
This response demonstrates a strong ability to persuade a reader. The writer persuasively
supports the position that Students should maintain a "B" average in school to receive
their license. The introduction gains reader attention with a provocative opening
sentence: High school students these days are more apt to attend wild parties where
drugs & alcohol are offered without parents knowing. The conclusion calls the reader to
action: I am urging all voters to agree and vote to raise the stakes higher. Main points
are logically organized and clarified with supporting details. Word choice is particularly
suited to the intended audience and purpose: strive, wild parties, incentive, zero respect,
road rage. Sentence patterns are varied; short, pithy sentences convey main points:
Instead of partying, they will be studying and Not all things come easy in life.
Additionally, rhetorical questions support the persuasive tone: Who knows what other
trouble they might be getting themselves into. The questions also provide a strong sense
of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 4.

10PA3 (COS 4)
This response demonstrates a strong ability to persuade a reader. The introductory
statement, "Crazy teenage drivers!", engages the reader's interest and provides a smooth
transition to the writer's position: If high school students with less than a B average were
not driving, that expression would not be heard. The main points are logically organized,
and transitions serve to clearly connect ideas: From all this, we see.... Although some
generalizations are not supported: In today's world, kids don't care if they succeed, for
the most part, specific details expand the main arguments. Sentence structure and length
are varied; the short sentence is used effectively: Smarter kids are better drivers. The
writer also uses the balanced sentence to good effect: Keep the good drivers on the road

10PA1a: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EA1a: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CA1 a: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
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but kick the bad drivers of Word choice is appropriate and combined with the effective
control of sentence structure, the paper conveys a persuasive tone that allows the reader
to clearly sense the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of
writing is a 4.

10PA4 (COS 3)
This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. The writer firmly
states a position: ...I do not believe it is reasonable to make high School Students have a
grade average of at least a "B" to be able to get there drivers license. Main ideas are
adequately elaborated with the writer using a clarifying anecdotal example especially
well to show how Many students that get good grades can be careless in other situations.
Opposing arguments are anticipated and countered: "Why can't there parents take
them?" The answer to this is..., "Why can't they take the bus?" or "Why can't they
walk?" With the exception of the questions, however, most of the sentences are
constructed similarly. Although some of the word choice is appropriately persuasive:
evenhanded, drastic, much of it is quite general: some students, alot of time, other
important issues, Many students. The letter concludes with a strong call for action: So I
say unto you, please think about some of the logical ideas befor voting for a drastic
change. This piece of writing provides a clear sense of the person behind the words.
The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 3.

10PA5 (COS 3)
This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. The writer strongly
states his or her position: ...should be cut down before it has a chance to become a law.
The introduction and conclusion are both succinct and compelling. The supporting points
are thinly, but adequately, developed; they are organized logically, although somewhat
mechanically, with connecting transitions: One reason..., Another reason..., In
conclusion.... Appropriate word choices effectively create a persuasive tone: defy,
proposed sanction, unconstitutional. Additionally, the sentence structure is varied,
which makes the arguments more powerful: Unconstitutional and worthless is written all
over it. The reader has a strong sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS
score for this piece of writing is a 3.

10PA6 (COS 3)
This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. The writer takes a
definite position that the proposal is a good idea in an adequate introduction. The
supporting arguments are sufficiently and logically developed in a somewhat mechanical
organization with transitional expressions to connect ideas: First off..., Secondly..., So,
in conclusion.... The writer uses parallel construction effectively in the conclusion:
...good students will benefit, bad ones will try harder, insurence rates will go down, teens
will get a better reputation, and everyone will be safer. The word choice is appropriate to
the audience and gives the reader a sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit
COS score for this piece of writing is a 3.

10PAla: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EA1 a: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CAla: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
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10PA7 (COS 3)
This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. The writer takes the
position that the proposal is a poor idea and maintains that focus throughout. Adequate
transitions connect supporting arguments: another reason, also. The main points are
organized by presenting rhetorical questions for which answers are provided: What does
school have to do with you getting your license nothing. This technique helps convey a
persuasive tone along with the call to action in the concluding sentence: I hope my views
on the subject can change your mind on it. Awkwardly constructed sentences sometimes
convey a meaning other than what the writer intended: My opinion on the idea of not
being able to get your license unless you have a "B" average is a poor idea. The
extremely long, sometimes run-on sentences, also obscure clarity and make the
arguments hard to follow; one sentence, for example, is 89 words in length. The best-fit
COS score for this piece of writing is a 3.

10PA8 (COS 3)
This response demonstrates a sufficient ability to persuade a reader. The writer's position
is clearly stated in an acceptable introduction and restated in an adequate, although
repetitious, conclusion. The two main points (... unfair to students... and ... standards
are set high enough...) are organized into two separate developmental paragraphs.
Transitions, however, are lacking between them. While the support is adequate, it tends
to be general: students are pretty responsible... It takes a lot of work and learning....
The writer attempts to develop a persuasive tone with a rhetorical question: Why raise
the drivers license requirements when theirs no need for it? Adequate variety in sentence
structure and word choice appropriate for the intended audience make it possible to
glimpse the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is
a 3.

10PA9 (COS 2)
This response demonstrates a weak ability persuade a reader. The writer's position is
clearly stated: ...you cannot base one's ability to drive or operate a motor vehicle on the
grades they earn. The writer logically presents his or her argument, but supporting points
are not expanded and are somewhat repetitive. The writer does use some strong,
persuasive language: ...it is not only wrong to those who are cautious drivers, but an
outrage to those who struggle academically. Because the writer varies both sentence
length and construction and makes some compelling word choices, the persuasive tone is
evident, and the reader has a sense of the person behind the words. The best-fit COS
score for this piece of writing is a 2.

10PA10 (COS 2)
This response demonstrates a weak ability to persuade a reader. The response states a
clear position: ...students should have to maintain a "B" average in school to obtain
their driver's license. The writer attempts an organizational strategy by introducing a
question and presenting an answer to develop his position. The argument, however, only
centers around one point: ...students who get below a "B" average are 75% more likely
that a "B" average student to get in a car accident. The argument is sparsely supported.

10PAla: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EA la: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
IOCA la: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
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Likewise, the introduction and conclusion are brief and not persuasive in tone. The
unvaried sentence structure consists mainly of subject-verb openings throughout, and the
predictable word choice gives little sense of the person behind the words, further
detracting from a persuasive tone. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 2.

10PA11 (COS 2)
This response demonstrates a weak ability to persuade a reader. The majority of the letter
simply restates the prompt with few solid arguments to support the writer's position. The
first point is an unsupported opinion: There is no way that a child's grade point average
has anything to do with the way he or she drives. The second argument is stated as a
confusing rhetorical question: If the driving skills were affected by the grade point
average, then wouldn't the below average students fail anyway? Even though the use of
this technique enhances the persuasive tone, the lack of clarity weakens the point. Fail
what? The driver's test? This also demonstrates the overall lack of logic and
organizational strategy, the letter consisting of loosely linked ideas and a minimal
introduction and conclusion. The strong language ...This is an outrage, helps create the
persuasive tone, indicates an awareness of audience, and gives the reader a sense of the
person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece ofwriting is a 2.

10PA12 (COS 2)
This response demonstrates a weak ability to persuade a reader. The writer takes a
position that it's a great idea, but fails to identify "it" at any point in the letter. An
attempt to organize the two minimally developed arguments is apparent with the use of
transitions between the paragraphs: First, Then. The introduction, however, is
rudimentary, and the piece lacks a conclusion, which takes away from a sense of
wholeness or completeness. The limited word choice and lack of sentence variety make
it difficult to sense the person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of
writing is a 2.

10PA13 (COS 2)
This response demonstrates a weak ability to persuade a reader. The writer takes the
position that we shouldn't pass this; the development is, however, minimal with only two
arguments to support the position: ...that's not fair because what if someone tries there
hardest and still only get up to a "C" average and ...people that have jobs and their
parents won't drive them to work.... The arguments are not expanded with specific
detail. To create a persuasive tone, the writer uses one rhetorical question and concludes
with a call to action: I hope all the voters read this and sat we shouldn't pass this. The
word choice is limited and predictable: pretty much; a lot; very, very upset. The best-fit
COS score for this piece of writing is a 2.

10PA14 (COS 1)
This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to persuade a reader. The writer takes
a position that they should maintain a B average in school, and makes an attempt to
provide an organizational framework with simple transitions: What I am about to tell
you..., To start off ..., To wrap it all up.... The logic, however, is unclear or unexplained:

10PA la: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EAla: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CA la: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
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...they should maintain a B average in school. In order to do that it will reflect on their
driving skills. So this is why they should have a certain grade to have a certain privilage.
The "smart driving" paragraph is weakly supported: ...they will have a clean healthy
record and low insurance.... The conclusion is confusing and demonstrates the writer's
apparent misunderstanding of the prompt: ...could you put an ad in the newspaper for
me.... The vague, repetitious language forces the reader to make inferential leaps about
the meaning of the arguments: have a certain grade to have a certain privilage, ...why
certain things should go certain ways. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is
a 1.

10PA15 (COS 1)
This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to persuade a reader. The writer takes
a position: ...I don't think that you should have to wait to get your driver's license if you
have bad grades. The letter is sparsely developed, however, presenting two unelaborated
ideas: ...your grades at school doesn't have anything to do with your driving ability;
punishes those children that try there hardest and still come out with grades lower than a
B. The response shows little evidence of an organizational strategy; the conclusion
introduces a new idea: ...don't bring ower children down by making them feel
unintelligent.... Although a direct appeal to the reader in the concluding sentence
...Please hear what I say... shows some evidence of a persuasive appeal, the essay lacks
a compelling persuasive tone. Word choice is predictable, providing little sense of the
person behind the words. The best-fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 1.

10PA16 (COS 1)
This response demonstrates an insufficient ability to persuade a reader. The writer opens
with a compromise position: I think a grade average to get a driving license should be a
"D" ... and offers one reason relevant to the argument: ...there are not a lot of people in
this school who get "B" and "A", they get "D" and "C". No specific details are
provided to expand the arguments. The rest of the response is a loosely-related statement
about rules in general: If this school didn't make ther rules like they do...life will be a lot
better... and is not linked to the original position. The organizational framework is weak,
failing to provide transitions other than For my final words.... The introduction is
rudimentary, and the conclusion fails to even mention the topic. Even though a
persuasive tone is attempted with a rhetorical question: Do you know why?, the
vocabulary is limited and provides little sense of the person behind the words. The best-
fit COS score for this piece of writing is a 1.

10PAla: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EA1a: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CAla: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
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Writing

Final Draft 1 OPA1 a

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next
four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver's
license. The group has proposed that high school students have at least a "B"
average in order to get a driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a
letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree with your position.
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Final Draft
1 OPA1 b

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.

(1) C.1/ e_ 0) G. p -Pe vA ,t.,/ 0

h-eAsr e.-( c I1 0 o () 50 tke. y ( 1.01.

h.151tkeif c-c=v1 c e. ve_ stAto,oc(

c 4. AA ( -c.kJA Cc v. fe.ck. mc. )1 y s uf vet S

0.0 42,.3 rr \.0 0 v.A- s4-(A.1-e.n+c (Ai f i--k

cAna el -4 e Gro.d1/4e Avey,y_ (C7, Pik)

tAihc-Ir\ 4 kotAis y of less c lZQ -k Lc.6

Veln stu,c/tYdt, 1,04se_

41-44, 1..Ay ios,Afance comp6-r\i'es 4 A

ao0A si-imAttAl-- 01i cobk vvr, cAJI (

CoMPp.v i-No,vQ, Meth 7eatift5 po fc_i es SQL,

CLG .01`.) Po f" rov;-vt.1 eclorS --c) 11 E7 k e, o t."}

how 4eevw3e.f5 k-\ Dooms rc.1/4r-Xt.5) 01\Fle'f

frvtD ok 0 no 4-r.y

sk3 ot leen') LA/ . A 0 OCA exjket

re.404 1911.ft, 0,-Y\cK : 0,f e._ iv\c) rt. 0 RI le_

11-,00t\ eri I t\ 0..v)L r
Iam A shnoktnt ko .

e.,1\ , oo-vX mokY\ e.,\15 w ko ka vt.

f(07,k -1- e_ ones

62

4



Writing.

10PAlc
Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writ

10PAld
Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing-

Final Draft 10 PA2a

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next
four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver's
license. The group has proposed that high school students have at least a "B"
average in order to get a driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a
letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree with your position.
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Final Draft
1 OPA2b

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing-

Final Draft 1 OPA2c

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for
obtaining a driver's license. The group has proposed that high
school students have at least a "B" average in order tnet a
driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a letter
to the editor of your local paper to co yince voters to agree
with your position.
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Writing

Final Draft 1 OPA4a

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next
four pages, if yoti need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver's
license. Thesgroup has proposed that high school students have at least a "B"
average in order to get a'driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a
letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree with your position.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.

1 OPA4c
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft 1 OPA5a

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next
four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver's
license. The group has proposed that high school students have at least a "B"
average in order to get a driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a
letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree with your position.
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Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.

1 OPA5b
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Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules-for
obtaining a driver's license. The group has proposed that high
school students have at least a "B" average in order tiaet. a
driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a letter
to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree
with your position.
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Writing

1 OPA7a

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next
four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final. draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft.: Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver's
license. The group has proposed that high school students have at least a "B"
average in order to get a driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a
letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree with your position.
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Final Draft
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1 OPA7b
Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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ReCently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rtzlei_for
obtaining a driver's license. The group has proposed that high
school students .have at least a "B" average in order to-get -a
driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a letter
to the editor of your local paper to ronvince voters to agree
with your position.
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Continue your final draft on this page. Wpm nerd to.
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Reee,ntly a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules -for
obtaining a driver's license. The group has proposed that high
schiiol students have at least a "B" average in order ttrget a
driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a letter
to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree
with your position.
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Writing

Final Draft 1 OPA1 Oa

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next
four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver's
license. The group has proposed that high school students have at least a "B"
average in order to get a driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a
letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree with your position.
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Final Draft
1 OPA1 Ob

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing-

Final Draft 10PA1 1 a

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next
four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver's
license. The group has proposed that high school students have at least a "B"
average in order to get a driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a
letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree with your position.
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Final Draft

Wri

10PAllb
Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rubs -!or
obtaining a driver's license. The group has proposed that high
schol.)1 students have at least a "B" average in order to get-a
driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a letter
to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree
with your position.
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Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules !or
obtaining a driver's license. The group has proposed that high
sclaul students have at least a "B" average in order ttmet a
driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a letter
to the editor of your local paper to conyince voters to agree
with your position.
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Writing

Final Draft 10PA14a

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next
four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver's
license. The group has proposed that high school students have at least a "B"
average in order to get a driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a
letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree with your position.
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Final Draft

Writing

10PA14b
Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.

vd/-451.,./seede

-0474, Sil-/c2,"/ -/4,0 zq.$0,7.e rc1 ,../1-x7/17 /

/11 Giro YL/
.5 (2)/111/ 714 C412 Arca/ 74ey

/r4, C'-f 4-'4 dr?
7111, eve_ c../g Air%

Z" I,40, 2-;/,,z. .Z_;- .?j /11.77 f'd

..,...e.,../ee.4, ,G... ... 4 4W 1 e/ Z''')--5- 74

_,-- 74- 7'/44- C'7 7k-- /tc-?7 - Zr9

Gdo.

. ol'
.rZe.....' .-421.0,-- -1,- .."frie, szis-f..e...// ;4q,..47 ,ci

4.G1-, -,41 yon. ,74.e... . /-7 .fr,o,,,e, /_i-
''' ,..--- .

I /
C_.--- ./41p re-SS. /,.5



Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft 10PA15a

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next
four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read.the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver's
license. The group has proposed that high school students have at least a "B"
average in order to get a driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a
letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree with your position.
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Writing

Final Draft 10PA16a

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 2 again. When
you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the next
four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Recently a citizens' group proposed a change to the rules for obtaining a driver's
license. The group has proposed that high school students have at least a "B"
average in order to get a driver's license. Take a position on this proposal. Write a
letter to the editor of your local paper to convince voters to agree with your position.
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Final Draft

Wilting

10PA16b
Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Washington Assessment of Student Learning in Writing, Grade 10
Conventions

2001 Anchor Set Annotations

Note: A common set of conventions anchors were selected from papers written for the 1999 and
2000 assessments to ensure consistency.

10CA1 (CONV 2)
This piece of writing consistently follows the rules of Standard English for usage, spelling of
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. Only
a few minor errors occur in usage: your dead..., punctuation (minor comma errors), and
capitalization: "why did... ?" Sentences are complete with some fragments used for effect: To
protect our families, our children? This writer uses parallel constructions effectively to enhance
the persuasive tone of the paper. Paragraphs are indicated. The best-fit Conventions score is a 2.

10CA2 (CONY 2)
This piece of writing consistently follows the rules of Standard English for usage, spelling of
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. A few
minor spelling errors occur, feild, proffessional, and one in usage: ...young actor...their mind.
The names of the classes were not capitalized. Sentence formation, punctuation, and
paragraphing are all correct. The best-fit Conventions score is a 2.

10CA3 (CONV 2)
This piece of writing consistently follows the rules of Standard English for usage, spelling of
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing.
Occasional errors are offset by a demonstration of knowledge of the rules through the majority of
this response. A few misspellings occur: ...necesary...where ever. Capitals are used correctly
at the beginnings of sentences, and the only serious error in punctuation is the lack of a question
mark at the end of the opening sentence. Minor comma errors do occur. Although some of the
sentences are awkwardly constructed, there are no errors in sentence formation: Even if music
lyrics and movies, you can still get it out of a book. The best-fit Conventions score is a 2.

10CA4 (CONY 2)
This piece of writing consistently follows the rules of Standard English for usage, spelling of
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. This
nearly flawless paper contains only minor capitalization errors: ...rd...dr...Repetitive. Sentences
are complete; words are spelled correctly, and paragraphs are indicated. The best-fit
Conventions score is a 2.

10CA5 (CONV 2)
This piece of writing consistently follows the rules of Standard English for usage, spelling of
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. One
minor usage error occurs, we have many class that are available, but it may be a hasty error
since no other errors in agreement occur. One sentence fragment is the only error in sentence
formation: Two of which are Child Psychology and Computer Applications. There are no errors
in spelling or capitalization. Paragraphs are indicated. The best-fit Conventions score is a 2.

10PA1a: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EA1a: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CA1a: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number

109

105



10CA6 (CONY 1)
This piece of writing generally follows the rules of Standard English for usage, capitalization,
and paragraphing. Most sentences are formed correctly, although three sentence errors occur: a
fragment, Since your supposed to be 18 or older to see the movie...; a comma splice, Both 15
and 18 year olds...same time, sometimes they are even...; and a run-together sentence, Take
American Pie for example I was only.... There are occasional usage errors and punctuation
errors: question marks omitted and random comma errors. Most words are spelled correctly
although there are some obvious misspellings: theatures, your supposed, whatch. Paragraphs
are indicated. The best-fit Conventions score is a 1.

10CA7 (CONY 1)
This piece of writing generally follows the rules of Standard English for capitalization,
punctuation, and paragraphing. Sentences are formed correctly except for a comma splice:
...wouldn't take all their property, I'd give them.... Many errors are evident in spelling,
Presedent, stronges, countary, anouther, aggress..., and a possessive is omitted: ...countarys
men. Some usage problems, occur with verb agreement: ...everyone agrees...and are able....
The best-fit Conventions score is a 1.

10CA8 (CONV 1)
This piece of writing generally follows the rules of Standard English for usage, spelling of
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation. Minor usage errors
occur, for example, in the incorrect formation of possessives: a childs age...a childes birth to
age 3. Commas are sometimes used randomly. Sentence fragments indicate some lack of
control over sentence formation: Which crys and waits for you to satisfy its needs...How to teach
Them to share. Words are sometimes capitalized inappropriately: what kinds of Things they
like. Some common words are misspelled: crys...All through...Theres. Paragraphs are
indicated. The best-fit Conventions score is a 1.

10CA9 (CONY 1)
This piece of writing generally follows the rules of Standard English for usage and capitalization.
Most words are spelled correctly with only two errors: salery, makeing. Apostrophes are
missing, lets...that's, and minor comma errors are present. The only quote is unpunctuated: OK,
lets ditch the kids. Sentence formation is generally correct with one fragment evident: especially
if the student who...summer. Paragraphs are not indicated. The best-fit Conventions score is a 1.

10CA10 (CONY 1)
This piece of writing generally follows the rules of Standard English for sentence formation and
paragraphing. Many spelling errors are evident: descsion, write (for right), having, relazie....
Because the student printed mixing capitals and lowercase letters randomly, it is difficult to
assess this student's control over capitalization. Some errors occur in pronoun agreement,
...School District has been a closed campus since they first opened..., but in general, the student
follows the rules for usage. Punctuation errors are minor. Paragraphs are indicated. The best-fit
Conventions score is a 1.

10PA1 a: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EAla: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CAla: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
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10CAl1 (CONV 0)
This piece of writing mostly does not follow the rules of Standard English for spelling of
commonly used words and punctuation. A high density of spelling errors is evident: violice,
statement, intrestes, chock hold, encored.... The first sentence lacks ending punctuation, and
there are some comma errors. Most sentences are formed correctly, although the syntax is
somewhat awkward because words are often omitted. One fragment occurs: In best intrestes of
you the pareant in our fight agenst violice and profanity portraed through television. Even
though the writing shows control over capitalization, usage, and paragraphing, the density of
errors in this relatively short piece of writing makes the best-fit Conventions score a 0.

10CA12 (CONV 0)
This piece of writing mostly does not follow the rules of Standard English for usage, spelling of
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation. This letter exhibits a
high density of spelling errors: reson, beause, inosent, there (for their), bomeing. Plurals are
also formed incorrectly: familys. Errors in capitalization, america, and usage, am convince, two
thing, are evident as well. There is little control over punctuation; there are errors in the use of
apostrophes, house's, were, cant, comma errors, and omitted question marks. Sentence
formation errors appear throughout the piece, and syntax is often awkward. Paragraphs are
indicated. The best-fit Conventions score is a 0.

10CA13 (CONV 0)
This piece of writing mostly does not follow the rules of Standard English for spelling of
commonly used words, capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation. Commonly used
words are misspelled: anebody, vary, papular. There are comma errors; capitalization
problems, bill gates; and a sentence fragment: Because not only is he very rich but he is vary
smart and papular. The high density of basic errors in this minimal response makes the best-fit
Conventions score a 0.

10CA14 (CONV 0)
This piece of writing mostly does not follow the rules of Standard English for spelling
commonly used words, sentence formation, usage, capitalization, and punctuation. Common
words are misspelled: buessnes, raceisum, their. There is a run-together sentence, but this is a
different issue this is a fight that needs to stop, and other errors in sentence formation; usage,
...because the U.S. couldn't keep thier noses out...; capitalization, ...should Happen
here...cosvo...; and the formation of possessives, peoples buessnes. The density of errors in this
short piece of writing makes the best-fit Conventions score a 0.

10CA15 (CONV 0)
This piece of writing mostly does not follow the rules of Standard English for usage,
punctuation, sentence formation, and paragraphing. Usage errors include the use of apostrophes
in creating plurals, number's, book's, Lab's, and a lack of subject/verb agreement: The
differences is in science. Lack of control over sentence formation is evident: Let's take Math,
you work with number's, and Science you also work with number's. No paragraphs are
indicated. Capitals are sometimes used inappropriately, and no words are misspelled. A density
of errors in this short piece of writing makes the best-fit score for Conventions a 0.

10PAla: 10 = Grade, P = Persuasive, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10EAla: 10 = Grade, E = Expository, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
10CAla: 10 = Grade, C = Conventions, A = Anchor, la = Paper Number
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Letter to aloe Editor

Day One: Writing Task B

Writing

1 OCA1 a

Directions: For this writing task, you will have the opportunity to follow all of
the steps of the writing process: prewriting, writing a first draft, revising,
editing, and writing a final draft. You may use a thesaurus and dictionary in
print or electronic form. Spell check may not be used. Please note: The
only piece of writing that will be scored for this writing task is your
final draft. Your score will be based on the.scoring criteria listed on the
previous page, which are different from the scoring criteria presented for
Writing Task A.

Your View
A letter to the editor expresses the writer's opinion on a specific topic raised in
an artide that appeared in the publication or on a situation that the writer
thinks the publication should have covered. The real audience or readership of
the letter is the reading public.

YOUR TASK .

Write a letter to the editor to convince readers to support your
position on a current local, national, OR international issue in
the news.

Since this is an assessment of yoUr writing ability, be sure to
refer to the scoring criteria provided to develop an
appropriate letter to the editor.

You may use the scratch paper provided to do your prewriting and/or write
your first draft.

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft ott this page, if you need to.
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Comparison and Contrast Essay

Day Two: Writing Task

1 OCA2a

Directions: For this. writing task, you will have the opportunity to follow all of
the steps of the writing process: prewriting, writing a first draft, revising,
editing, and writing a final draft. You may use a thesaurus and dictionary in
print or electronic form. Spell check may not be used. Please note: The
only piece of writing that will be scored for this writing task is your
BYini draft. Your score will be based on the scoring criteria listed on the
previous page.

Looking at. Two Academic Courses
In a comparison and contrast essay a writer notes both the similarities and the
differences between two subjects.

YOUR TASK

Write a comparison and contrast essay explaining the
similarities and differences between two classes you are
taking or have taken so that new students will be able to
decide which class to choose.

Since this is an assessment of your writing ability, be sure to
refer to the scoring criteria provided to develop an
appropriate comparison and contrast essay.

You may use the scratch paper provided to do your preWriting and/or write
your first draft.

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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1,t1 riming

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft.

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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Final Draft 1 OCA4b

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Finn] Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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-Writing

Final Diaft

Use the lineses provided to write your final draft.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writhig

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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Comparison and Contrast Essay

Day Two: Writing Task C

Writing'

1 OCA8a

Directions: For this writing task, you will have the opportunity to follow all of
the steps of the writing process: prewriting, writing a first draft, revising,
editing, and writing a final draft. You may use a thesaurus and dictionary in
print or electronic form. Spell check may not be used. Please note: The
only piece of writing that will be scored for this writing task is your
final draft. Your score will be based on the scoring criteria listed on the
previous page.

Looking at Two Academic Courses
In a comparison and contrast essay a writer notes both the similarities and the
differences between two subjects.

YOUR TASK

Write a comparison and contrast essay explaining the
similarities and differences between two classes you are
taking or have taken so that new students will be able to
decide which class to choose_

Since this is an assessment of your writing ability, be sure to
refer to the scoring criteria provided to develop an
appropriate comparison and contrast essay.

You may use the scratch paper provided to do your prewriting and/or write
your first draft.

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your .571n1 draft on this page, if you need to.
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Letter to the Editor

Day One: Writing Task B

Writing

1 OCA9a

Directions: For this writing task, you will have the opportunity to follow all of
the steps of the writing process: prewriting, writing a first draft, revising,
editing, and writing a final draft. You may use a thesaurus and dictionary in
print or electrOnic form.. Spell check may not be used. Please note: The
only piece ofivriting that will be scored for this writing task is your
final draft. Your score will be based on the scoring criteria listed on the
previous page, which are different from the scoring criteria presented for
Writing Task A:

Your. View
A letter to the 'editor expresses the writer's opinion on a specific topic raised in
an'article that appeared in the publication or on a situation that the writer
thfrari the irublication should hive covered.. The real audience or readership of
the letter is the reading Public.

YOUR TASK

Write a letter to the editor to convince readers to support your
position. on a current local, national, OR international issue in
the news.

Since this is an assessment or your writing ability, be sure to
refer to the scoring criteria provided to develop an
appropriate letter to the editor.

You may use the scratch paper provided to do your prewriting and/or write
your first draft.

Final Draft.

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your filial draft on thii page,ifjni.u:need to.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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friting

Final Draft

Continue ye' final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Final Draft

Continue your final 'draft on. this page, if you need to.
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Writing.

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Letter to the Editor

Day One: Writing Task B

Writing

10CA12a

Directions: For this writing task, you will have the opportunity to follow all of
the steps of the writing process: prewriting, writing a first draft, revising,
editing, and writing a final draft. You may use a thesaurus and dictionary in
print or electronic form. Spell check may not be used. Please note: The
only piece of writing that will be scored for this writing task is your
final draft. Your score will be based on the scoring criteria listed on the
previous page, which are different from the scoring criteria presented for
Writing Task A.

Your View
A letter to the editor expresses the writer's opinion on. a specific topic raised in
an article that appeared in the publication or on a situation that the writer
thfuks the publication should have covered. The real audience or readership of
the letter is the reading public.

YOUR TASK

Write a letter to the editor to convince readers to support your
position on a current local, national, OR international issue in
the news.

Since this is an assessment of your writing ability, be sure to
-refer to the scoring criteria provided to develop an
appropriate letter to the editor.

You may use the scratch paper provided to do your.prewriting and/or write
your first draft

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.

rnL b

10CA12b

!G o 150 n9ht t n _0+1i-kar or aS flt:u)

40C,Iir-F;P toe arP do f4i m J t r Goe (Iry

1-Y2t ir,a IC) r-N& ft)Ty.i ly G not i oo.c4erit .

1kt ria \it i") 1 tA )Q ()t ria if" is

t,Cp_rg (ice -fry a q e-t- r

:/.orcrpa -Mtn!) ta-r -Hay Ara rinqn.5.

-Ft--V ."may h6vo, been. Lo. y/ein Qn InllaSe4lf

'At r

ro f al &C h = kugs

a

(.1)eA--.4? us t tisg trorre I) and
f iv Y i -rep) 444.Ake -Ryr

1-xin4.1P=:s cl=t1.1p \el iur cue Vbv e, i cf 0-p

t)ctfrelee., p (AMO arl v

6 66 (kr) an t
J

COneAti iity -Prom d lit-T'Pree*

fliktfyr ef rrO 6-1- *aft

144

138



Final Draft.

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.

Didtr M

10CA13

-G I. comb( he. A_ti,bal
tiotri-1- -47,. .1)e.: .17

4A-t--gs : 4;1---11f

vArs. rich h/44 Ai (S. VA

S WIlift- ,ekY10( polpa6(f ita r
pot/nod/A-r,

138
CONY 0 147



Letter to the Editor

Day One: Writing Task B

Writing

IOCA14a

Directions: For this writing task, youwill have the opportunity to follow all of
the steps of the writing process: prewriting, writing a first draft, revising,
editing, and writing a final draft.. You may use a thesaurus and dictionary in
print or electronic form. Spell check may not be used Please note: The
only piece of writing that will be scored for this writing task is your
final draft. Your score will be based on the scoring criteria listed on the
previous page, which. are different from the scoring criteria presented for
Writing Task A.

Your View
A letter to the editor expresses the writer's opinion on a specific topic raised in
an article that appeared in the publication or on a situation that the writer
thinks the publication should have covered. The real audience or readership of
the letter is the reading public.

YOUR TASK

Write a letter to the editor to convince readers to support our
pOsition on a current local, national, . OR international issue in
the news.

Since this is an assessment of your writing ability, be sure to
refer to the scoring criteria provided to, develop an
appropriate letter to the editor.

You may use the scratch paper provided to do your prewriting.and/or write
your first draft.

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Comparison and Contrast Essay

Day Two: Writing Task C

Writing

10CA15a

Directions: For this writing task, you will have the opportunity to follow all of
the steps of the writing process:. prewriting, writing a first draft, revising,
editing, and writing a final draft. You may use a thesaurus and dictionary in
print or electronic form. Spell check may not be used.. Please note: The
only piece of writing that will be scored for this writing task is your
frinl draft. Your score will be based on the scoring criteria listed on the
previous page.

Looking at Two Academic Courses
In a comparison and contrast.essay a writer notes both the similarities and the
differences between two subjects.

YOUR. TASK

Write a comparison and contrast essay explaining the
similarities and differences between two classes you are
taking or have taken so that new students will be able to
decide which class to choose.

Since this is an assessment of your writing ability, be sure to
refer to the scoring criteria provided to develop an
appropriate comparison and contrast essay.

You may use the scratch paper provided to do your prewriting and/or write
-your first draft.

Final Draft

Use the lines provided to write your final draft.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Grade 10 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 WASL in Writing

"Presentation Guide"
For Principals

Introduction
The following guide is designed for principals to use with staff, to introduce the use of the Grade 10
Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 WASL in Writing document. The document has two applications:

Teachers in grades 8-10 will be able to use the document as a tool for identifying quality student
writing, improving writing instruction, and improving student achievement in writing.
The materials in the document may also be used to teach students to assess and improve the quality of
their own writing and to set goals.

Purpose
The purpose of this publication is to encourage all principals to conduct a staff presentation introducing
the Grade 10 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 Writing WASL document.

A staff presentation will lay the foundation for grade-level teams, cross-grade level teams, or individual
teachers to delve further into the Annotations document for the purpose of enhancing writing instruction.

Presentation Overview
Arrange participants in groups of 3-5 people per group. The presentation should take approximately one
hour.

1) General Information for Staff ( 2 minutes)

2) Scoring Activity (15 minutes)

3) Instructional Implications Discussion (15 minutes)

4) Debriefing the Activity: Group Discussion (14 minutes)

5) Next Steps/Conclusion (14 minutes)

> Note: A detailed outline of the "Presentation Guide" and the materials needed for the presentation are
attached. The two materials sections, the student responses and scoring guide, of this packet will need
to be copied for participants.
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Grade 10 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 WASL in Writing
"Presentation Guide"

Materials/Arrangements Needed for Presentation:
One copy for each participant

Student Responses: A Sample Selection
Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide
Grade 10 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 WASL in Writing

Presentation Steps:
1) General Information for Staff

This document contains student responses from the Grade 10 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001
WASL in Writing document. The purpose of the document is to give examples of student writing at the
levels described in the scoring guide. The materials should be useful for all teachers in grades 8-10.

(Hold up copy of Grade 10 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001 WASL in Writing, but do not pass it
around at this time.)

Remember, on the 10th Grade WASL in Writing, students respond to two prompts, one expository
prompt and one persuasive prompt. We will work in groups today on an activity using the
expository prompt and the Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide.

2) Scoring Activity
(Distribute Student Responses: A Sample Selection. Do not distribute the Content, Organization, and
Style Scoring Guide at this time.)

In this packet are six student responses written to the following expository prompt: Over the years,
humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as complex as a computer or space
ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you name an invention that has had an important
impact on how people live, work, or play. Explain why it is an important invention.

Read the six student responses. Put them in three pileshigh, middle, low.

Discuss rankings in your group and come to a consensus as a group.

Discuss the rankings in the whole/large group.

Distribute the Content, Organization, and Style Scoring Guide.

Using the scoring guide, assign scores for each paper first in the small group, then the large group.
Use the scoring guide to defend the scores.

Discuss if/why the scores were different from the original rank order.



3) Discuss the Instructional Implications for students to improve the quality of responses in content
and/or organization and/or style. Discuss as a group how you would teach to that instructional
priority.
(Ask groups to share the instructional priorities they identified and explain how they would teach to

those priorities.)

4) Debriefing the Activity: Group Discussion
What new insights did you gain about the WASL and how it is scored?

How could students use these same sample papers?
Individually draft a response to the prompt.
Work in groups to sort the six sample responses into two categories: strong and weak.
Generate two lists of descriptions: one for the weak papers and one for the strong papers.
Use the scoring guide to evaluate two or three of the six sample responses.
Evaluate the same response individually, then discuss as a small group, and finally debrief group

ideas with the whole class.
Practice revising to improve content, organization, and style as a whole class, using a copy of one
of the sample responses on an overhead transparency along with the scoring guide.
Revise individual draft response to the prompt, using the scoring guide to improve the draft for
content, organization, and style.
Repeat the process above to edit for conventions, using the Conventions Scoring Guide with the

sample responses and then individual drafts.

5) Next Steps/Conclusion
This is an introduction to the materials contained in Grade 10 Anchor Set Annotations, Spring 2001

WASL in Writing document.

There are many more student samples for both the persuasive prompt and the expository prompt
contained in the Annotations document, complete with scores and annotations for content,
organization, and style, as well as for conventions.

What are some of the ways we might delve further into the Annotations document? For example, we
could learn more about how conventions are scored; staff and students could work together to develop
a "student friendly" version of the scoring guides, or we could decide to meet in grade-level or cross-
grade level groups, including special education and Title I specialists, to further study the Annotations

document.

Suggestions for Additional Writing Resources for Staff
NCS Mentor CD ROM
Writing Process: Persuasive Writing CBE in the Middle Years Tool Kit
Technical Informational Writing in the Content Areas CBE in the Transition Years Tool Kit
Grade 10 Anchor Set Annotations from the Spring 1999 and Spring 2000 WASL
Grade Level Frameworks for Writing, K-10
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Grade 10 Anchor Set Annotations
Spring 2001, Writing

Student Responses
A Sample Selection
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Writing

Final Draft

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live,.work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.

u-)\,f\e Nos-Wk(N \ADo_f-, ekr8orri
%Wq.,La I,AaA3Ae> ktkefie,
v.,04a) \nq oe? vo3kz. vp<t*._2_9 t.ofof-te,

Nh tN-7

QedkAD

`,A0eA04- c 0C-- \r613,,

rea.ocRA VAQJ -YrveisSt Ockce f-o

5- rc,e),-kinc,

ADcVt) tkpareS rk 0.,k vytess.

in a)
\.,V) VW, Cy irtp 6,A(1),J-

152

44,



Writing

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writi

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

I

Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12 again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the
next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you peed to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inventions (a$ simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work,'or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if nu need to.
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Writing

Final Draft 5c
Continue your.final draft on this page, if you need to.
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Writing

6a
Directions: Before you begin your final draft, read the checklist on page 12. again.
When you have made your revisions and edits, write your final draft on this page and the

next four pages, if you need them.

After you have finished writing your final draft in the booklet, read the checklist one
more time to make sure you have done your most effective writing. If you need to make
any final revisions or edits, make them on your final draft. Remember, you may use a
thesaurus and dictionary in print or electronic form to help you with your words. Spell
check may not be used. Your final draft will be scored.

Over the years, humans have benefited from inyentions (as simple as a zipper and as
complex as a computer or space ship). Write an essay for your teacher in which you
name an invention that has had an important impact on how people live, work, or
play. Explain why it is an important invention.
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Writing

Final Draft

Continue your final draft on this page, if you need to.
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