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information needed by the IEP team in order to make decisions about assistive

technology;

assistive technology;
(5) kinds of assistive technology devices and services considered
by the IEP team;
included in the IEP;

technology;

(3) the professionals who can help IEP teams make decisions about

(4) decisions the IEP team makes about assistive

(6) where the child's assistive technology needs will be
(7) the inclusion of personal devices in an IEP if a

particular personal device is necessary for the child to receive an.

appropriate education;
parent, and school staff;

(8) assistive technology training for the child,
(9) the responsibility of the school for providing

necessary assistive technology devices and services and financial aid for
purchasing assistive technology devices. Organizational resources on
assistive technology are listed. (CR) ‘
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Do You Know

‘ 'Vol 4 No. l |nformuhon Brochure

Parent’s Role in Ass:stwe
Technology Consuleratums

- What ‘is“‘a‘s‘si;ﬁ‘ve‘fec‘hnoiagy‘(Af)“i‘

A ssistive technology (AT) is any devrce and/or ser— '

vice that helps a child with a disability to:-

3# do somethrng that he/she cannot-do wrthout it;
cand . :
# benefit from specral educatron services.

An assistive technology (AT) dev1ce is any prece '

“of equ1pment that can be used to increase, maintain,

orimprove the functioning of a child with a drsabrl—-

" ity. For some children an AT devrce might:be a com-
monly available item, such as a pencrl grip, calcula-
* . tor, or a magnifying glass Other children might need

a modified desk,. customrzed «&ushions for position-

‘ing, or a specral communrcatlon system.

Ass1st1ve technology (AT) services provrde help
in selecting, acquiring, or using AT devices. Examples
of AT services for a chrld with a drsabrlrty 1nclude

B evaluatrng AT needs

3 purchasrng, leasing.ot otherwrse provrdlng
"AT devices . : : = o

3 selecting, designing, adaptrng, or ma1nta1n1ng

AT devrces

¥ coordrnatlng AT wrth other services.

"% training or techmcal assistance for a child wrth a .
disability, his/her family, and/or the professronals :

-who work with the Chlld

‘-

| Whe’r mforme'non wil The IEP feam need in.
‘ { order fo meke dec|5|ons ebou’r AT?

Apnl 2002

When w|II AT be cons_ldered for my chlld?

) i

urrng the annual lndwrdualrzed Educatron Program
(lEP) review, the IEP team must consrder whether -

| a child. needs AT to receive an appropriate education. .

The IEP team may want to consider the followrng

"% Can AT help support your child’s access to educa—'

‘tional services and social actwmes at school? ’

“# Can AT help your child in meeting IEP goals and .

benchmarks/objectwes7

7’- i Can, AT help support achievement and 1ndependence .

for your chrld7

REMEMBER Not all students wrll requrre AT.

For some chrldr‘en, the evaluatron team ‘may decide

that a formal AT assessment is necessary before the
IEP team can consider the AT needs of the child. For
other chlldren, the IEP team may be able to make deci- |

-sions by reviewing information already collected about
‘the child. In both cases the team will want to consrder
" two questions: -



A,
ks

ing goals and Ob]ectlves/benchmarks in the general
education curnculum/classroom7 ‘

A,
SR

“What strategies, including AT devices-and servrces,
- will help meet these goals and objectives/benchmarks
in the general educatron cumculum/classroom7

 Vihot pfofe’séidﬁals' an ‘hél’p 6P teoms make
. decisions about AT?

}To help make ¢ approprlate decrsrons for your chrld ;

the IEP team may ask for advrce from:

S
3%

an 0ccupat10na1 ‘therapist (OT) -

S
34

a physical therapist.(PT)

-
e

a speechflanguage patholdgist

s
34

an AT specialist - .

th'r decisibhs Will n IEP;'redim ‘n]_dke» ubou’rAT?

¢

. ,The IEP team may dec1de L

: AT dewces and services are not needed. If the modrfrca—
- tions, accommodatrons and supplementary ards/ser—

s
Se%

vices or supports provided by:the IEP are workmg,. ,

"the IEP team will note that AT is not needed
(OR)

Al
NE

~ enough inforniation to make a decision - C
' - about a specific device. The IEP >
team can include in the IEP a
schedule for trials with a vari-
“ety of devrces/servrces Infor-
_mation about the success of

. those trials can help the

- IEP team make a final de-
cision. The trial period
must have a specrflc be-.

ginning and ending date
identified in the [EP.

What problem(s) is the child experiencing in meet-’

“What kinds o AT devices and servces will
. the [EP team consider?

Sk AT devices/services are needed, but the team doesn’ thave '

% AT devices/services already belng used are sufflctent and
should continue. r

oday there are over 20,000 items classified a3 AT
devices, for all disabilities, all ages, and all levels

" of functlonmg AT can help children talk, write; move,

see, read, eat, hear, play, and care for themselves When
the IEP team decidés that AT is néeded to meet- your
child’s educational needs, they will explore this wide
scope of devices and servrces

These devices range from. low- tech ‘equipment and
supports to more complex, hrgh tech devices. Low-tech”
equipient and supports include picture schedules, pen- -

K ‘crl grips or larger pencils for writing, calculators for build- -
ing math skills, and different kinds of recording equip-

ment. Some éxamples of high-tech devices'include spe-
cialized software,.voice-output communication devices,
and systems that allow students to use eye-gaze to con- -

dtrol a. computer keyboard S

As the team consrders the most approprrate AT
devices ‘and services, it is. important to remember that -
AT is just one. of many different strategies thdt they
. can use to-support the needs and strengths ofeach child
with a dlsabrhty

(OR) .~
ERIC -~ . - -
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'A* Where i my ch|IdsAT needs be
mcIuded ntheleP?

VAT may be addressed in the IEP as:

Speczal education sewlces

23 Some AT devices (e. g communrcatron devrces) re-

*.quire specrally desrgned instruction®in. order for the v
o child to master the use of the device. In these’ cases,»‘

‘ ‘goals and ob]ectrves/benchmarks relatéd to this in-
. struction would be 1ncluded as. part of the chrld s spe—' '

cral educatron servrces :

Ve

Rélated services

E3 AT mrght be involved in specral transportatron physr— g

.cal or occupatronal therapy, or crientation and mo-

 bility services. When ¢hildrén begin transition activi-
ties into . the’ workplace AT could.be an important |
related service'to provrde addrtronal support for the.-

chrld

V Supplementary alds or. sewlces

. room. Many students depend on ‘assistive lrstenrng

. devices every day to help provrde thrs access, to gen-

o eral educatronal opportunrtres

k Should my ChlldS glesses or heenng md be
. con5|dered L and be addressed on rhe IEP'-’

¢ AT may be a supplemental aid or servrce allowrng the"
* - child to be involved in the’ general education class—.; ‘

l’n most cases, - eyeglasses hearrng ards, braces, andv

other personal Use devices-are not the responsrbrlrty ‘

of the school district:bécause the student would need -
- these devices regardless-of whether she or he is attend '
ing.school. Generally, these personal devices would not -
be listed as AT on the child’s IEP-However, an [EP team

. may decide that a partrcular personal device is necessary

_forthe chrld to-receive an appropriate educatron In that '

case, the IEP would list the device as AT to be provrded

by the school ‘at no'cost to the parent: * oy

The school would owri the devrce and could requrre
thar rh:ldevrce remain at school when the child leaves

A )
1

."for home at the end of the day If the chrld needs the' '
}ydevrce to complete homework -assignments, then the-
“scheol must consider how the thild can complete the o
' requrred assignment within the hours’ of the school day :
or send the devicé home wrth the child:

/' J

Is rhere i trmnlng for me, my child, and schooI ‘f.‘»;;‘_

l Lo
| _Lsmff members who work W|rh my ¢ chlld? Tl o

‘ AT tramrng for the chrld famrly, andfschool staff mem-
~bers isa responsrbrlrty of the school district: It may bean -
;important part of the IEP.School staff members in most' o
" cases, will be able to arrange and/or provrde trarnrng that -
"-may 1nclude e . : .

3 basrc 1nformatron about the devrce RV
E specrfrc ways.the device is is used in the. chrld’s darly lrfe
S how to trouble shoot minor problems o

S changes in use as a: chrld grows and develops

Who is reSponS|bIe for purchesmg an AT dewce'-’
' Who owns rhe dewce'-’ R

hen an IEP ‘team. decrdes that a chrld with a. drs—- .
~ ability” requrres AT and.includes it in the IEP,
the school is’ responsrble for provrdrng the devrce .

If a family . decides they want to purchase and ownan -’ h

AT device, thereare three drfferent kinds of fundrng they

- can’consider, through publrc programs pr1vate programs,.' s
g and loans. :

LM Publrc or government programs 1nclude school drs-
_tticts, state programs that help people with disabili-~ - -

. ties, and federal insurance agéncies that c cover AT costs -
that are medically or occupatronally Recessary. '

" Prrvate"fundrng usually comes from insurance, which
covers AT on a polrcy by- polrcy basis: Schools can- - -

‘not.require parents to use Medrcard or private insut-
- .ance because the cost of AT may count against life- -
time caps on coverage, may result in hrgher premi-

© .urns, or may require a ,dedu.ctrble or percentage pay- . -



. Ve
LY

' ment Other prrvate fundrng may come from nonprofrt '

drsablllty organlzatrons or communrty groups.

- 3 Financial institutions may offer low interest loan | pro

grams for AT. Manufacturers of AT often provrde spe‘ :

" cial payment programs.

Any AT purchased by a-school belongs to the school |
- district. If the studerit moves to another school district; .-
the equrpment generally remarns ‘with the drstrrct that

bought ‘the devrce

When the drstrrct is decldmg whrch devrce ‘to pur e
. chase for-the child, cost cannot be the. decldlng factor:. | .-
However, it is not necessary to, buy a specific or more"

. expensive brand name'if: a less expensive devrce will meet

the chrlds needs S N L

' Who is resp0n5|b|e for mmn’rmnlng ond repmnng

Z* AT devices? | |

he school is responsrble for making sare AT de-

vices and/or services required by the student’s IEP
are available and in workrng order when needed There-
fore ultimate ly the school district is responsrble formain-
tarnrng, repairing, or replacrng the AT devrce even rf
the device is owned by the patents. . '

An IEP team may become coticerned about damage

to AT devices off school property and/or the need to bay
| -substitute’ devices. The team may réview the IEP and

consrder different ways to provrde an approprlate educa

K tlon for the chrld

‘

Center for Innovatwns in

. from the CISE library or ordered through the.online fibrary catalog.

One _West ‘Armout Bivd., Suite 302

N Your Local School D:stru:t‘,

Your ch/Id s teacher(s), bwld/ng pnnapol or director of special educanon
- - can heIp answer quesnons you may have. E

o : - Education (CISE)', 4
Resources on;: n asssive technology and other topics con be borrowed -

L Mtssourt Ass;stwe Technology (MA‘I)
"MATprowdes access fo assistive technology information and products for
* individvals with-disabilities, service providers, and. orhers ‘

4731 South Cochise, Suite 114 . ’

- Independence, MO 64055- 6975 S

‘ v0|ce (800)-647-8557 (instate only) or (8] 6) 373 5] 93

© (800) 976 2473 (MO only)-or (573) 884-7275.
Lo - WWW.C08. mlssoun edu/~moqse :

' M:ssour: Parents Act (MPAC‘I) \
Tro/nlng ond lnformonon center for parents of ch/Idren with disabilities. .

© .. Kansos City, M0 641]] B
(8]6) 531 -1070 or (800) 743- 7634 .
: fax: (816) 5314777 -
 emal: mpuct@phmpuctcom -
s wwwphmpuctcom .

For more mformnhon nnd fesources on GSSIS'ﬂve Technology, contact: -

fox: (573) 5264404 . -
‘email: webreplyspedc@mml dese.stafe.mo.us
- hﬂp / /servuces dese state. mo us/dlvspeced

:'and Secondary Edueatwn (DESE)
. PO.Box480 - .- _
<Jefferson City, MO 65]02‘

-fux (816) 3739314 . 7, N
" e-mail: matpmo@swhell.net L

Dwnsuon of Speetal Educatwn- R
M;ssourt Deptartment of Elementary

(573) 7515739

. (800).647:8358 (in-state only) o (81 8) 373 9315

www.dolirsfate.mo.us/mafp- ;

[
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