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PLACE OF CLASS ATTENDANCE AT NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY:
CALENDAR YEARS 1995 TO 1999

Thomas W. MacFarland A Senior Research Associate
Report 00-23 ' November 2000

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Nova Southeastern University’s main campus is located in Davie, Florida, and the University has
additional campus facilities at other locations in Broward County and Miami-Dade County. In
addition to the instructional activities that are provided for campus-based students, the University
also uses a variety of distance education modalities to offer instruction at sites throughout Florida,
22 other states, and 9 foreign nations.

In an effort to provide useful information that supports the University's planning process, Research
and Planning has published a set of reports that address calendar year enrollment statistics and place
of class attendance. Research and Planning also regularly prepares term-related enrollment statistics
reported in the Weekly Enrollment Report and annual Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
System (IPEDS) surveys. The purpose of this study was to continue with this reporting process and
to provide a comprehensive summary of place of class attendance statistics for Calendar Year 1995
to Calendar Year 1999. This summary report offers breakout statistics for all clusters and sites in
Florida and collapsed enrollment statistics for other states and foreign nations.

On an annual basis, Research and Planning works with the University's Computing Center to prepare
the extract files used for this report. Files are prepared each year in mid- to late-December and these
extract files are made static once there is agreement on content and structure. SPSS-X™ was used
to conduct the many separate breakout analyses associated with this study.

A set of tables on enrollment and place of class attendance for Calendar Year 1995 to Calendar Year
1999 is attached to this report. In terms of overall changes in enrollment for instruction at all class
locations, the University’s enrollment grew by 15 percent between Calendar Year 1995 (N =22,221
students) and Calendar Year 1999 (N = 25,618):

. The Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services had the largest
absolute growth during this time period, with a gain of 1,871 students between
Calendar Year 1995 (7,155 students) and Calendar Year 1999 (9,026).

- The Health Professions Division had the largest percentage gain during this time
period, growing by 57 percent between Calendar Year 1995 (2,074 students) and

Calendar Year 1999 (3,265).

In terms of place of class attendance, South Florida was the geographic area where the University
had the greatest increase in enrollment and most of this gain was in Broward County.

Page i1

3



. The Health Professions Division had both the largest absolute gain and also the
largest percentage gain in Broward County during this time period, with its Broward
County enrollment growing by 58 percent between Calendar Year 1995 (2,039
students) and Calendar Year 1999 (3,224), for a net increase of 1,185 students in

Broward County.

. The Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services also had
exceptionally large absolute and percentage growth in Broward County during this
time period, with its Broward County enrollment growing by 41 percent between
Calendar Year 1995 (2,075 students) and Calendar Year 1999 (2,931), for a net
increase of 856 students in Broward County.

Indeed, these two academic centers accounted for nearly 70 percent of all growth in enrollment in
Broward County between Calendar Year 1995 and Calendar Year 1999. The Health Professions
Division contributed to nearly 40 percent of all enrollment growth in Broward County and the
Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services contributed to nearly 30 percent of all
enrollment growth in Broward County.

It is essential that the University consider the long-term outcomes of present and future shifts in
place of class attendance. The University is experiencing a fairly large increase in the number of
students attending class on or near the main campus in Broward County, especially in the Health
Professions Division and the Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services. Attention
to this type of change is essential if the University is to develop and maintain the campus-based and
distributed learning infrastructure expected of a Carnegie Classification Doctoral I university.

It may also be useful for academic center deans and program directors to review the enrollment
- statistics for the many clusters and sites presented in this report and other internal sources of
information on enrollment. Careful attention to coding and the need for accuracy in reporting on
enrollment can only help the University understand student trends and the need to plan for these

trends in a prudent and proactive manner.
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INTRODUCTION

Background

Nova Southeastern University’s main campus is located in Davie, Florida, and the University has
additional campus facilities in Fort Lauderdale (East Campus) and Dania (Oceanographic Center
Campus). These facilities are located in Broward County and the University also has an extensive
facility in Miami-Dade County at the North Miami Beach Campus (Nova Southeastern University
Fact Book; 2000, p. 23). In addition to the instructional activities that are provided for campus-
based students, the University also offers instruction at sites throughout Florida, 22 other states, and
9 foreign nations (Directory of Off-Campus Classes; 2000).

Purpose of This Study

In an effort to provide useful information that supports the University's planning process, Research
and Planning has published a set of reports that address calendar year enrollment statistics and place
of class attendance (Place of Class Attendance at Nova Southeastern University: Calendar Years
1990 to 1994, 1996; Place of Class Attendance and Permanent Residence of Nova Southeastern
University Students During Calendar Year 1998, 1999). Research and Planning also regularly
prepares term-related enrollment statistics reported in the Weekly Enrollment Report and annual
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) surveys (Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System Fall Enrollment Survey (For 4-Year Institutions) 1999, Form IPEDS-EF-1,
1999). Updated enrollment statistics are published yearly in the University's Fact Book.

The purpose of this study was to continue with this reporting process and to provide a
comprehensive summary of place of class attendance statistics for Calendar Year 1995 to Calendar
Year 1999. This summary report offers breakout statistics for all clusters and sites in Florida and
collapsed enrollment statistics for other states and foreign nations.

METHODOLOGY

On an annual basis, Research and Planning works with the University's Computing Center to prepare
the extract files used for this report. Files are prepared each year in mid- to late-December and these
extract files are made static once there is agreement on content and structure. SPSS-X™ was used
to conduct the many separate breakout analyses associated with this study.
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RESULTS

A set of tables on enrollment and place of class attendance for Calendar Year 1995 to Calendar Year
1999 is attached to this report (Table 1 to Table 2.F). These tables offer greater detail than Research
and Planning is able to publish in Nova Southeastern University Fact Book (2000, pp. 52-53).

In terms of place of class attendance, South Florida was the geographic area where the University
had the greatest increase in enrollment and most of this gain was in Broward County.

Nova Southeastern University Calendar Year Enrollment by Place of Class Attendance:
CY 1995 to CY 1999
Change: 1995 to
1995 1999 1999
N Y% N Y% N Y%
South Florida
Broward County ............... 11,870 53 14,807 58 2,937 25
Miami-Dade County ............ 2,074 9 2,326 9 252 12
Palm Beach County ............. 702 3 651 3 -51 -7
Subtotal ...................... 14,646 66 17,784 69 3,138 21
Other Florida Locations .......... 3,596 16 3,391 13 -205 -6
Florida ........................ 18,242 82 21,175 83 2,933 16
Other States .................... 2,663 12 2,584 10 -79 -3
International Locations ........... 1,167 5 1,110 4 -57 -5
TOTAL ....................... 22,221 25,618 3,397 15
= The Health Professions Division had both the largest absolute gain and also the

largest percentage gain in Broward County during this time period, with its Broward
County enrollment growing by 58 percent between Calendar Year 1995 (2,039
students) and Calendar Year 1999 (3,224), for a net increase of 1,185 students in
Broward County.

w The Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services also had
exceptionally large absolute and percentage growth in Broward County during this
time period, with its Broward County enrollment growing by 41 percent between
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Calendar Year 1995 (2,075 students) and Calendar Year 1999 (2,931), for a net
increase of 856 students in Broward County.

Indeed, these two academic centers accounted for nearly 70 percent of all growth in
enrollment in Broward County between Calendar Year 1995 and Calendar Year

1999.

o Health Professions Division Broward County growth between Calendar Year
1995 and Calendar Year equaled 1,185 students out of a total increase of
2,937 students in Broward County, or 40 percent of all enrollment growth in
Broward County.

o Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services Broward County
growth between Calendar Year 1995 and Calendar Year equaled 856 students
out of a total increase of 2,937 students in Broward County, or 29 percent of
all enrollment growth in Broward County.

In terms of overall changes in enrollment for instruction at all class locations, the University’s
enrollment grew by 15 percent between Calendar Year 1995 (N = 22,221 students) and Calendar
Year 1999 (N = 25,618):

The Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services had the largest
absolute growth during this time period, with a gain of 1,871 students between
Calendar Year 1995 (7,155 students) and Calendar Year 1999 (9,026).

The Health Professions Division had the largest percentage gain during this time
period, growing by 57 percent between Calendar Year 1995 (2,074 students) and

Calendar Year 1999 (3,265).

Enrollment changes in the other academic centers from Calendar Year 1995 to
Calendar Year 1999 ranged from an increase of 393 students in the School of
Computer and Information Sciences to a decrease of 361 students in Center for
Psychological Studies.

SUMMARY

The University has experienced a 15 percent increase in calendar year enrollment from Calendar
Year 1995 (CY 1995 N = 22,221 students) to Calendar Year 1999 (CY 1999 N =25,618). However,
this growth does not follow a straight line and there is instead there is a fair degree of variance in this
growth on an annual basis:
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Nova Southeastern University Calendar Year Enrollment:
CY 1995 to CY 1999
Period | Enrollment % Annual Change % Change from CY 1995

CY1995 22,221

CY 1996 22,732 23 23
CY 1997 24,828 9.2 11.7
CY 1998 25,143 1.3 13.1
CY 1999 25,618 1.9 15.3

Between Calendar Year 1995 and Calendar Year 1999, the University has experienced a 25 percent
increase in enrollment in Broward County and a 12 percent increase in Miami-Dade County.
Enrollment has declined by 7 percent in Palm Beach County, by 6 percent at other Florida locations,
by 3 percent at other states, and by 5 percent at international locations.

It is essential that the University consider the long-term outcomes of present and future shifts in
place of class attendance. Currently, there seems to be a fairly large increase in the number of
students attending class on or near the main campus in Broward County, especially in the Health
Professions Division and the Fischler Graduate School of Education and Human Services. Attention
to this type of change is essential if the University is to develop and maintain the campus-based and
distributed learning infrastructure expected of a Camegie Classification Doctoral I university.

It may also be useful for academic center deans and program directors to review the enrollment
statistics for the many clusters and sites presented in this report and other internal sources of
information on enrollment. Careful attention to coding and the need for accuracy in reporting on
enrollment can only help the University understand student trends and the need to plan for these
trends in a prudent and proactive manner.
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