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ABSTRACT .

This KIDS COUNT data book examines trends in the well-being
of Vermont's children. Following an introduction and executive summary, the
statistical portrait is presented, based on 18 indicators of child
well-being: (1) child poverty; (2) families with children, headed by a single
parent; (3) national school lunch program enrollment; (4) children in
families receiving ANFC; (5) children in families receiving food stamps; (6)
women in the labor force; (7) child care need versus capacity; (8) new
families at risk; (9) teens agés 15-19 not in school and not in labor force;
(10) early prenatal care; (11) low birth-weight babies; (12) infant
mortality; (13) births to teens; (14) child deaths; (15) teen deaths by
accident, suicide, and homicide; (16) children and youth with disabilities;

-(17) children in state custody; and (18) child abuse and neglect.

County-by-county statistical findings are presented comparing available data
since 1988, as well as narratives explaining improving measures and
deteriorating measures. Economic findings show decreased enrollment in ANFC
and Food Stamp programs, while the number of new families at risk has
increased. Positive health and safety findings include more use of early
prenatal care and decreased infant mortality, births to teens, rate of child
and teen deaths, and child abuse and neglect rates. The rate of low birth
weight babies and delinquent custody cases show increases. The data book
concludes with notes on sgtatistics, methodology, and acknowledgments. (SD)
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