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" DSHS Research and Data AnalySIS D/V/S/on Fact Sheet 4. 42

.'Substance Abuse Treatment and Arrests
Ana!yses from Washmgton State

- Washington State” ' Bnef Summary

 Department of Social -
‘and Health Service: : o
and Featth Services This fact sheet used adm1n1strat1ve data (treatment records from the D1v1s1on

- of Alcohol and Substance Abuse linked with arrest records from the

. Researchand  ~ °  Washington State Patrol), to examine the criminal justice involvement of
- f:;%:f;;ﬁ:f%:::::" . persons before and after receipt of publ1cly funded substance abuse treatment
and Social Research 10,284 persons were stud1ed

" Bill Luchansky, PhD. .-
ijlanuﬁef"fsiyn . Major Results '

: DanoLonghr PhD. = -

There were three promment findings in th1s study
- March 2002

¢ A reductlon in the number of clients arrested follow1ng treatment

There was a 21% decline* after treatment in the number of persons be1ng
arrested (felony or gross misdemeanor). This is true even though the

. ‘persons included here are a mix of treatment. completers dropouts and
‘those staying in treatment a very short t1me '

e A reductlon in the number of arrests for felony offenses follow1ng
treatment ' o .

There was a 33% decl1ne in the number of arrests for felony offenses 1n
- the year after treatment, when compared with the year before.

. Reduced risk of felony arrests for cllents that complete treatment and
“for those with longer stays.

. Completion: Completing an ep1sode of treatment was associated with a
- 21% reduction in the probability of a felony related arrest in the18 month )
following treatment d1scharge (compared with not complet1ng treatment)

Length of Treatment: Havmg a treatment ep1sode last1ng 90 days or..
longer was associated with a 32% reduction in the probability of felony "
- arrests in the 18 months follow1ng treatment d1scharge (compared with
" having a shorter treatment ep1sode)

- Reduced rlsk regardless of prlor crlmlnal justice involvement:
Regardless of whether clients had multiple arrests, one artest of no arrests -
prior to treatment, completmg treatment and staying in treatment longer -

. were associated with reduced risks for. felony arrests

- * 39% before compared to '3 1% aﬁer. .

(- Substance Abusé Treatment and-Asrests : March 20(




‘Statistical C'ontrols. " 'Reductions in the probability of arrest were- -
est1mated using a statistical model that controlled for the impact of

personal character1st1cs arrests prior to treatment and employment prior tof -

. treatment.

Background

. The assoc1at1on between substance abuse and ¢ crime has been well
" documented (Amaro 1999). In 1996, chkrzer et al. (1999) found that alcohol

- and drug-related crime cost $541. million; a 39% increase over costs in 1990.
Nationally, Harwood (et al. 1984) estimated that crime accounts for almost
. forty per cent of the total econom1c cost of drug abuse in the Umted States

~.

- Research has shown that publlcly funded treatment for. substance abuse can -
have beneficial effects on both substance use and criminal behavior (Hubbard
~etal. 1989)." However, much of that research was. based on self-reporred data.” -

4'{ ‘The results in the present report were based on adm1n1strat1ve records of arrest. :
kept by the Wash1ngton State Patrol (WSP) : T

Th|s Report

_Our study populatlon was 10 284 cl1ents between the ages of 18 and 64 who
* began and ended an ep1sode of publicly funded treatment in 1995. _These
-, treatment records were obtained from the Washmgton State D1v1s1on of
"+ Alcohol a and Substance Abuse (DASA)

’ -Arrest records came from the Washmgton State Identlﬁcatlon System
_ (WASIS) which is maintained by the Washington State. Patrol (WSP). In" -
s Washmgton all adults and juveniles, arrested for offenses classified'as” '
_ felonies or gross misdemeanors, are to be ﬁngerprmted and the fmgerprmts
. are to be submitted to WSP within 72 hours. Fingerprint and offense data,
" along with demographlc 1nformatlon are then entered into the WASIS
- database. : : :

Arrests for felony offenses were the focus of most analyses, as opposed to "
_arrésts for lesser crimes. Felonies have been deemed more serious by the h
legrslature and involve more punitive sanctions. They are more costly than
~ other. crimes, both to the criminal justice system and to v1ct1ms and for that -
3 vreason were the focus of most analyses : : ‘




" Results

. What percent of clients weré arrested for any offense (either a felony-or -
gross misdemeanor) in the year before and after treatment?

Fig. 1: Percent of dlients amested for any offénse (felony or gross
msdemeanor) in the year before entering treatment and in the year

: after Ieavmg treatment
45%
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Main Points

In the year prlor to enter1ng treatment, 39% were arrested for e1ther a
felony or gross mlsdemeanor -

e Inthe year after d1scharge 31% were arrested for either a felony or gross o

. .misdemeanor. This represents a relat1ve 21% dechne in the number of
- . these arrests '

' Note: Since we cannot compare this declme toa companson group of similar persons who
'~ did ot get treatment, this decllne cannot stnctly be attnbuted to treatment.

ERIC

PAruntext provided oy enic [




How many arrests for felony offenses were there in the year after
treatment compared to the year before" Lo ' '

A Frgure 2 The Number of FeIony Arrests in the ‘
Year Before and One Year After Treatment. .

. Number of Arrests.

Marn Pornts

e Inthe year before treatment c11ents in the study populatlon had 1710
- arrests for felony offenses B
- o Inthe year after treatment cllents in the study populatlon had 1 104
. arrests for felony offenses a dechne of 33% when compared to the
yearbefore - S LT L -

Note: Smce we cannot compare this declme toa comparrson group of srmllar persons who

drd not get treatment, this declme cannot stnctly be attrrbuted to treatment.

'Substarice ‘Abuise Treatrment and Arrest




In the 18 months after treatment were there dlfferences in felony arrests
S among cllents w1th dlfferent treatment experlences" o ’7 S SN

F|g 3: Statlst|cally Adjusted Probab|l|ty of a Felony
Arrest by Completlon Status and Length of Treatment*
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L Statlstlcally ad_,usted probabllmes were obtalned from a log15t1c regressmn ‘model whlch

" controlled for the impact of differences between groups in measured background
characterlstlcs of clients and their expenences pnor to treatment 1nclud1ng prior arrests
and ‘treatment., < . -

~

| _Maln Pomts

~ Two prlmary treatment vanables completlon of treatment and length of stay, ‘
were both assoc1ated with felony arrests. : .

The prob_ab1l1ty of an a_rrest for a,_felon.y offense was 2 1% lower'..for'el,ients.‘ '
' ‘completing treatment when compared to clients that-did not complete.' '

L. " For clients whose treatment ep1sode was greater than 90 days, the _
' probability of a'felony arrest was '32% less than cl1ents with shorter
treatment ep1sodes :

e Regardless of whether clients had multiple arrests one arrest or no arrests ,
v ‘prior to treatment, completing treatment and staying in treatment longer
were assoc1ated w1th reduced nsks for felony arrests '

Conclusion N _ } |

The analyses presented here were designed to address a key issue: whether
treatment can reduce the-impact of substance abuse on the criminal justice system.
For all clients, arrest rates fell after treatment when compared to before, and

_ completers and those in treatment 90 days or more were less likely to be arrested.
for a felony than non- completers or those spendmg less than 90 days in treatment




Technical Note

Statistical model used for statistical adjustment of probabilities of felony- arrests:

b R _ Table 1: Logistic Regression Analysis Predicting Felony Arrests

' ’ ' " in the Eighteen Months Following Discharge from Treatment -
T . .1' Parameter o | 0dds
.‘Treatment Varlables Estimate Std. Error P-‘Value | Ratios

. Completed Treatment -0.2507 | 00832 | 00026 | 0778
: Eplsode ' 1 - : S

'Length>90Days - . --o 4195 -| -0.0882 | <0001 | 04657.
Had T.reat_ment in the Year 0. 1332 _ 0.0823 0.1057 . 1.142
Prior : N _ ' o .

" Inpatient Treatment Only | - 0.0734 | ~0.083 |- 03762 :| 1.076

‘ (cémpared'toOutpatient'Onlv) ’ SO ' . ' .

Both Inpatient and - | 03137 ] 0.0904 | 00005 | 1368
" Outpatient in TX Eplsode I ’ i
(compared to Outpatient Only) _

‘ Client Characteristics

Age 18-29 | 04833 | 01591 | 0.0024. | 1621 |
(compared to age>45) - ‘ B - I
Age30-45 = | 02684 | 0.1591.] 00915 | 1.308
-(compared to age>45) e T . I

o Male 05395 | 0.0756 | <0001 -| ‘1.715

" White (compared tonon-White) .| 04651 | 0.0684 | <0001 | 0.628

Married - " | 01695 | 0.1063| 01108 | 0.844
~ Employed in the Year before 012555 |+ 0:0671 | 0.0001° | 0.775 | :

Treatment A

- Mental Health Problem " 00348 | 0.1085 | 07488 . 0.966
Hard DrugUser = | 09118 | 0.0681 | <0001 | 2489 |
(heroin, cocaine, amphetammesv . ‘ N . 1

.. alcohol and manjuana) S N I B

‘ ArrestedlnfrlorYear; 1.3125 ~ 0.0'69'3' g-<.0001",_ S 3715

|7 Intercept | 33152 | 0178 | <0001

' Associ'étion offPr'e_dicféd- Probabilities and'Observed Responscs: .
~“Percent Concordant Pairs: 74.4% (10,615,680 pairs)

o .6 1 7. 3ibstance Abuse Treatment and Arrests - March 2002 "




Techmcal Note

Because the groups being compared were naturally occurrmg, and’ not based on .
random assignment, they-could have differed.on characteristics: that ‘were not
S measured. Group differences in unmeasured characterlstlcs might have had an effect '
- on the results of the statistical model, to the extent that they were mdependent of
;_ demographlc and other character1st1cs already accounted for. :
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