Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 463 044 PS 030 130

AUTHOR Parker, McCrae A.; Miller, Patti; Donegan, Kevin; Gilliam,
Franklin D., Jr. :

TITLE The Local Television New Media's Picture of Children.

INSTITUTION Children Now, Oakland, CA.

SPONS AGENCY Ford Foundation, New York, NY.

PUB DATE 2001-10-00

NOTE 41p.; Also supported by Atlantic Philanthropies.

AVAILABLE FROM Children NOW, 1212 Broadway, 5th Floor, Oakland, CA 94612.
Tel: 510-763-2444; Fax: 510-763-1974; e-mail:
children@childrennow.org. For full text:
http://www.childrennow.org.

PUB TYPE Information Analyses (070)
EDRS PRICE MF01/PC02 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS Blacks; *Child Advocacy; Child Welfare; Childhood Needs;

*Children; Consumer Education; Consumer Protection; *Content
Analysis; Hispanic Americans; Mass Media Role; *News Media;
Programming {(Broadcast); Racial Factors; *Television
Research; Television Viewing

IDENTIFIERS African Americans; Latinos

ABSTRACT

Children Now is an independent children's advocacy group
that promotes solutions to problems facing American children, with particular
attention to the needs of those who are poor or at risk. The group provides
policy expertise and up-to-date information on the status of children.
Children Now's Children and the Media Program works to improve the quality of
news and entertainment media both for children and about children's issues,
paying particular attention to media images of race, class, and gender. The
Media Program commissioned this report, recognizing the local news media's
vital influence on social and political progress regarding children. The
report analyzes how local news broadcasts across the country cover children
and children's issues. A month of locally produced evening news programs on
the three major networks in six cities--Atlanta, Boston, Des Moines, Los
Angeles, New York and Seattle--constitutes the data. Data are analyzed in
three sections concerning children in the news: frequency and story style;
content; and convergence of race and ethnicity. Findings indicate that
children receive scant attention in local news stories, accounting for only
10 percent of all news stories. When children are covered, crime receives the
most coverage--almost half of the total, followed by health, lifestyle
issues, education, and politics and economics. Few stories focus on public
policy issues. Children in these news stories are most likely to be depicted
as victims. Youth of color account for slightly more than one third of news
stories about children; most of these involve African American children.
Latino and African American children are somewhat more likely to be placed in
the context of explicit violence. The report recommends greater breadth and
balance in news media's coverage of children and children's issues in order
to improve children's self images and assist policymakers, community members,
and the public making informed decisions for children's well-being. (JPB)
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