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e Write to local elected officials and newspa-
per editors about current issues.

Formal Summer Programs

Many school districts and community
organizations offer a variety of summer pro-
grams that have different goals and teach dif-
ferent subjects. Though it would seem natural
to assume that all summer programs would
help prevent summer learning losses, little
information exists on which formal programs
are most helpful. When selecting a summer
school program, parents should ask them-
.selves the following questions:

e Does the program give my child daily
opportunities to read and write?

e Do instructors teach academic sub]ects or
focus solely on recreation?

e  Will my child receive individual attention
and be a part of small classes?

* Do staff members monitor student atten-
dance and provide structured learning activities?

* How does the program involve parents?

Many of the larger summer programs that
are offered in city school districts such as New
York, Chicago, Boston, and Detroit are
designed to help students learn material they
didn’t understand in class the year before and
prepare for standardized tests. These pro-
grams often do not focus on preventing sum-
mer loss. They are usually available only to
students who are at risk of being retained in
grade. School districts often require students
to attend these programs in order to advance
to the next grade level in school. In some
cases, these mandatory, remedial summer
school programs do result in improved test
scores for students. However, they are not
designed to provide enrichment opportunities
and prevent long-term summer learning loss
for all young people.
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Regardless of whether children participate in
formal summer school programs, summer
vacation is an ideal time for parenis to contin-
ue their year-round effort to help their children
learn and grow. Summer learning activities
nurture children’s natural curiosity to learn
new concepts, skills, and information. All par-
ents can help their children succeed in school
and life by providing fun, enrichment oppor-
tunities during the summer and throughout
the school year. Working together, communi-
ties and schools can ensure that no child ever
takes a vacation from learning.

—Matthew Boulay, Teachers College,
Columbia University,

and

Ronald Fairchild, Teach Baltlmore

Additional copies of this parent guide, and
a list of other published materials for parents
and educators, are available from the ERIC
Clearinghouse on Urban Education (ERIC/CUE)
at Teachers College. These materials are also
available on ERIC/CUE’s web site:

http://eric-web.tc.columbia.edu

Another very good source of materials for
parents is the National Parent Information
Network (NPIN), which is jointly managed by
ERIC/CUE and the ERIC Clearinghouse on
Elementary and Early Childhood Education at
the University of Illinois. NPIN and the clear-
inghouses are sponsored by the Office of Edu-
cational Research. and Improvement of the U.S.
Department of Education. NPIN’s web site is:

http://npin.org

ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban Education
Institute for Urban and Minority Education
Teachers College, Columbia University
525 West 120th Street, Box 40
New York, New York 10027
800/601-4868 FAX: 212/678-4012
5 Email: eric-cue@columbia.edu
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