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ABSTRACT

_ This Kids Count data bock examines statewide trends in
well-being for Alabama's children. The statistical portrait is based on 17
indicators in the areas of health, education, safety, and security. The
indicators are: (1) infant mortality rate; (2) low weight births; (3) child
health index; (4) births to unmarried teens; (5) first grade retention; (6)
event -dropout rate; (7) projected dropout rate; (8) child death rate; (9)
children with indication of abuse or neglect; (10) juvenile substance abuse
arrest rate; (11) juvenile substance abuse court referral rate; (12) juvenile
violent crime arrest rate; (13) juvenile violent crime court referral rate;
(14) preventable teen death rate; (15) number of vulnerable families; (16)
children receiving AFDC/TANF; and (17) children in poverty. The data book
begins with an introduction, examples of community mobilization, and a
summary of new information for this year's report. Following a summary of

- state data and information on using the book, the bulk of the report presents

data for each indicator by county, as well as a summary of county data and
county rankings. Indicators showing improvement include infant mortality
rate, event dropout rate, projected dropout rate, children with indication of
abuse or neglect, vulnerable families, and children receiving AFDC/TANF.
Indicators with worsening statistics include low weight births, juvenile
substance abuse arrest rate, juvenile substance abuse court referral rate,
and juvenile violent crime court referral rate. The data book concludes with
acknowledgments, definitions, notes, and sources of information. (SD)
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