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State of Arizona

Q.Q“ 1D, 2
DEPARTMENT OF a2, . ,‘,.,-,‘9 >
LIBRARY, ARCHIVES AND PUBLIC RECORDS . 4 , ': e -
GladysAnn Wells, Director f:?

January 5, 2001
Dear Reading Colleague,

Each year the partnership between the State Library, Archives and Public Records
and the Arizona Humanities Council grows stronger and benefits reading in
communities throughout the state.

This year our reading program, 2001: A Reading Odyssey, will encourage youngsters
and adults alike to think beyond what we know, what we can see and touch, to
what might or could be.

Reading about places yet to visit, cultures yet to encounter, and times yet to come

helps us to stretch our minds and hearts to make more room for understanding,

Although education and knowledge are critical te our well being as individuals and ‘
as a society, it may well be imagination that serves as the key to new knowledge and

to richer lives for us all.

I hope you enjoy this year’s theme and explore with us travel literature, science
fiction, fantasy, and other materials that bring different places and cultures to life
through reading.

Best of luck on your reading odyssey.

Sincerely,

ra

GladysAnn Wells, State Librarian

STATE CAPITOL
1700 W. Washington - Room 200 ¢ Phocnix, Arizona 85007 ¢ Home Page: http://www.dlapr.lib.az.us
Phone: (602) 542-4035 « FAX: (602) 542-4972 « E-Mail: gawells@dlapr.lib.az.us

An Equal Opponunity Employer

ERIC | g




September 2000

Dear Friends of the Book:

Can it be only a year since the Arizona Humanities Council and the Arizona State Library, Archives
and Public Records decided to collaborate on “Arizona Reads”? So much has happened in that
short time—more workshops for the Arizona Reading Program, a year-round calendar of
activities, and increased funding for Motheread Arizona, a national literacy program that teaches
reading and parenting skills simultaneously.

For more than twenty-five years, the Arizona Reading Program, one component of Arizona Reads,
has celebrated the joys of reading in libraries across the state. The program will continue to be one
of the most important and innovative tools for introducing families to the library.

This new manual heralds the beginning of a new and enhanced Arizona Reading Program—one
that will provide you with manuals and related information sooner, and one that will accommodate
communities that wish to offer children’s reading activities during times other than the summer.
Related to this, the Arizona Reading Program will now be conducting several workshops

‘ throughout the state, in order to bring the benefits of the program to more libraries, especially those
in rural communities.

As the Arizona Reading Program grows, I invite you to join the planning committee—so that we
have full representation from all parts of the state and from many different kinds of libraries. This
is truly your program, one we will continue to expand and improve upon with your input.

On behalf of the board of directors and staff of the Arizona Humanities Council, I am very pleased
to join with the Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records to offer this important and
worthwhile program. We look forward to a continuing relationship with the State Library and with
you, as we work together to foster an appreciation of books and reading in our state.

Dan Shilling
Executive Director

Sincerely,

ARIZONA HUMANITIES COUNCIL
The Ellis-Shackelford House o 1242 North Central Avenue @ Phocenis, A7 83004 -1887
602/257-0335 o lax: 602/257-00392 ¢ www.azhumanities.org

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Foreword

Welcome to the Arizona Reading Program manual for 2001! The theme for the coming year is 2001: A
Reading Odyssey, which we hope will inspire reading adventures of all kinds for children of all ages. We
have for you another terrific manual full of programs for preschool children through young adults, as
well as a section for those children with special needs. The Resource Section has also been expanded.

The Arizona Reading Program manual, materials, and workshops are a result of Arizona Reads, the
continuing collaboration between the Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records and the
Arizona Humanities Council. Arizona Reads also includes Community Book Discussions, now for
young as well as older adults, and Motheread Arizona, a family literacy program now operating in
several locations throughout the state.

We have made some significant changes to the Arizona Reading Program (APR) this year, which we
hope will be seen as improvements to librarians in the field, where the ARP actually happens. These
changes include making the ARP manual and materials available to you in January, in case those of
you in areas with year-round school schedules want to use the program during times other than
summer. You are under no obligation, of course, to use the materials all year long, but we wanted you
to have the option. In any case, we have heard from many of you that earlier is better, regardless, so
you may do your planning as soon as possible.

Since it is the rural library to which the ARP is most critical, we now provide multiple workshops in
locations throughout the state, making them accessible to more librarians. Also, with the smaller
libraries in mind, we have set aside yearly program funding for which you may apply. The forms are
located in the Resource Section of this manual.

Also in the Resource Section are instructions on how each of you can submit materials and listings
for next year’s manual. We want to open up the contribution opportunities to everyone, even though
the Arizona Reading Program Committee continues to do a fabulous job; after all, this is your pro-
gram!

Speaking of the committee, members come from all over Arizona, from large metropolitan libraries to
small rural libraries with only a few staff members. If you would like to join these dedicated, dynamic
people in their exciting endeavors, please contact us at the Arizona Reads office.

In this manual, you will find all the creative planning and publicity ideas, activities, crafts, bibliogra-
phies, and other resources you have come to expect from the Arizona Reading Program. We with you
success planning and executing 2001: A Reading Odyssey, and if you have any suggestions or questions,
please do not hesitate to contact the Arizona Reads Coordinator at (602) 257-0335 x26.

Enjoy!

8
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Dear Librarians,
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Louisa Aikin ............ ... ... ... ..... Scottsdale Public Library, Mustang Branch
Deborah Kearns . .......... ... ... . ... ... .. Cottonwood Public Library
Kathy Kissack . .......... ... ... . ... ... ... Mohave County Library in Kingman
KamiKrenz ............................ Braille and Talking Book Library, Phoenix
AnnaDel Paxton ..................... Flagstaff City-Coconino County Public Library
Giane Powell ......... ... ... ... ... ... .. .. Safford City-Graham County Library
Bill Reuter ................... Tucson-Pima Public Library, Kirk-Bear Canyon Branch

The contributions of these librarians are the core of the Arizona Reading Program (ARP) manual. The
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the 2001 workshops, and the new directions of the Arizona Reading Program. I offer special thanks to
Bill Reuter and AnnaDel Paxton, contacts for the Tucson and Flagstaff workshops, respectively, and
AnnaDel and her staff also deserve kudos for their terrific workshop presentations. I would also like to
thank Deanna Wyrick and her staff at the Fort McDowell Yavapai Community Library for hosting the
Phoenix workshop.

Public Library Development Consultant Linda McCleary and support staff member . H
Gloria Rojel of the Library Development Division are also on this very active com-
mittee, and they have been of invaluable help to me. They are always willing to
advise me, patiently and thoroughly, no matter how many questions I have!

Their experience and expertise continue to inform and enrich the Arizona
Reading Program.

Kathy Albert and her staff at K-READ are also greatly responsible for the
value and success of 2001: A Reading Odyssey. Their creativity, enthusiasm,
and professionalism are responsible for the quality, style, and accessi-
bility of your ARP 2001 manual and materials.

These people are a wonderful group to work with, and I personally
thank them so much for making me feel welcome in my new job. They
are very dedicated to the success of the Arizona Reading Program, demonstrated
frequently by their willingness to travel great distances! I am, as are the public
librarians throughout Arizona, deeply indebted to each of you.

Ann-Mary Johnson, Arizona Reads Coordinator
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History of the
Arizona Reading Program

Did you know that our state has enjoyed successful
statewide programs for over 25 years? Here is a list
of our past themes to get your memory working.

1974 Monster Zoo

1975 Arizona Round-Up

1976 Our Country

1977 Wizard of Oz

1978 Star Ship To Adventure

1979 Open the Elfin Doors

1980 Ready, Set, Go!

1981 Stake Your Claim

1982 Lions & Tigers & Books

1983 Bone Up On Books-Be a Bookasaurus
1984 Your Own Adventure

1985 Bite Into Books

1986 Unlock Your Universe With Books
1987 Sakes Alive-We'’re 75

1988 Time Travel - You Are There

1989 Books Give Us Wings

1990 Have Books, Will Travel

1991 Read Arizona

1992 Rainbow Earth

1993 Libraries: The Greatest Show on Earth
1994 Get a Clue at the Library

1995 Pandamonium At The Library
1996 Every One A Winner

1997 Book ATrip to the Stars

1998 Readers of the Round Table

1999 Read Arizona

2000 Read from Sea to Shining Sea
2001 2001: A Reading Odyssey
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Gelling Started

Goals and Objectives: Let’s Plan!

This section covers goal setting and program design—the basics of planning. If you already have a pro-
gram in place, skip to the following section “Promotion and Publicity: Getting The Word Out!” for
ideas on how to alert the public. Otherwise, grab a writing utensil and read on.

It’s Great to Have Goals

Goals are general statements of mission or
purpose. They are important in serving your
purpose in the community and in planning a
successful reading program. Written goals for
the library staff can bring to life the philoso-
phy of your institution. Goals serve as tools for
planning the directions of all library activities.

Does your library currently have goals for
the children’s department? If not, please spend
some time constructing and sharing some core
goals for your program. Since children’s serv-
ices are unique and require special considera-
ton, general library goals may not apply.

Consider the library’s general goals when
writing program goals. Program goals help the
programmer to coordinate a specific activity
with the library’s
overall goals and to
set priorities for
service. Program
goals may also jus-
tfy staff ime and
budget distribution.
Goals for a reading
program should
answer the core
question of “Why
Have a Reading
Program?”

The important
thing to remember
is that a positive
reinforcement of
the love of reading
is the main goal.

5 To help children develop their personal abilities
¢ and social understanding to the fullest.

Chi](ll'en’s li])l'al'ians have long

held as their foremost objectives those so well for-
mulated by Harriet Long in her book Rich the Treasure:

T To make a wide collection of books easily and
temptingly available.

20 To give guidance to children in their choice of
~ books and materials.

To share, extend, and cultivate the enjoyment
® of reading as a voluntary, individual pursuit.

, To encourage lifelong education through the
use of public library resources.

@ To serve as a social force in the community
® together with the child’s welfare.

Objectives Make It Happen

After determining the goals, develop the
objectives. Objectives are specific, measurable
statermnents that show how the goals will be
achieved. When forming objectives, you must
think ahead to the evaluation. Since the evalua-
tion will try to determine if the objectives have
been met, the objectives must be measurable
and within the ability of the library staff.

For example, the goal “Improving the
Quality of Children’s Reading” might have the
objective, “Children participating in the read-
ing program will read more classics.” This
seems to be a good objective and one that
would be worthy to achieve. However, how
would you measure success? What is a classic
and what is not? How many “classics” read
would demonstrate
that the goal had
been met?

The objectives
that will be easiest
to evaluate and com-
pare from year to
year are the ones
that require count-
ing and/or calcula-
tion. Objectives may
include statistics
such as program
registration, number
of children who
completed their
requirements for the
program, circulation
of juvenile materi-
als, or numbers reg-
istered from each
grade and from each
school. These num-
bers are compared
to the previous
year’s statistics.

2001: A Reading Odyssey « Arizona Reading Program
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Gewng Started

To determine what percentage of children
from each grade in each school participated in
the program, use these statistics. Several days’

. circulation figures can be compared with sev-
eral similar days from the previous year, taking
care to assure samples are statistically valid.

To continue the earlier example, the goal
“Improving the Quality of Children’s Reading”
may have this objective: “The circulation of
non-fiction will increase by 10%.” Gather cir-
culation statistics from any given day during
your reading program, let’s say July 12th.
Gather circulation statistics from a day prior to
the reading program, let’s say January 15th.
Compare non-fiction circulation in July to the
same statistic in January. What was the
increase? Then gather circulation statistics from
July 12th of the previous year. Compare the
non-fiction circulation of each summer read-
ing program. Was there an increase?

After the goals and objectives for the over-
all program have been determined, write
objectives for each phase of the program.

Priorities: Put It In Perspectwe

What are the most important
parts of your reading program?
This will vary from library to
library, and few institutions have
the resources to do it all! Plan
your program so that you can
spend plenty of time on the most
important tasks. Take into account
the following when setting the
priorities for your program:
advance planning, publicity,
incentives and rewards, follow-up
activities, and any other items that
you feel are integral parts of your
program.

Sample Goals and Olgjectives

GoAL~ TO ENCOURAGE READING FOR FUN

Strategies include: Using games and contests to
acknowledge and reward participants.

GOAL~TO ENCOURAGE THE APPRECIATION
OF OTHER CULTURES AND TRAVEL

Strategies include: exposing children to new
cultures, showing the uniqueness of other cul-
tures, encouraging the appreciation of one’s
unique heritage.

GoOAL~TO INCREASE LIBRARY
ATTENDANCE BY CHILDREN

Strategies include: making the library more
visually appealing with decorations, promoting
the library as a recreational spot with games,
promoting the library as a wholesome place
by sponsoring family activities.

GoOAL~TO REACH NON-LIBRARY
USER FAMILIES

Objective: Children who use the library will
become life-long users.

Strategy: Promote program through schools,
day cares, and religious institutions.

Objective: Families joining the library will
increase circulation numbers.

Strategy: Distribute bookbags or booklogs
through non-traditional avenues, and offer a
small prize or incentive when they bring it to
the library.

Objective: Reaching out to non-users may also
reach “at risk” or minority populations.
Strategy: Use special programs and speakers to
appeal to specialized audiences.

Goals, olgjectives, and strotegjes

are like sign posts and maps...they
help give us direction

2001: A Reoding Odyssey + Arizona Reading Program
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Getting Started

Program Planning and Schedulin

Like readers, reading programs come in all shapes and sizes. These programs have many elements in
common: a kick-off event, registration, reading recorders. Activities such as games and story hours
and rewards such as incentives and awards are also part of many programs. Here are some ideas to

keep you organized:

Timeline

Customize the following grid for your list of

tasks building up to a kick-off event. Below

each are possible items to use to build a time-

line. Remember to keep a monthly calendar
with important dates marked.

4-5 MONTHS
Prior to your program

* Read the manual. Feel free to use a high-
lighter and “sticky” notes to mark areas of

particular interest to you.
*  Choose tentative dates.

* Make sure you ordered enough materials

from the Arizona Reading Program to

cover your anticipated needs. (Call the ARP

office if you need more materials.)
* Create a working calendar for program-
ming

*  Get excited about the theme! Start looking
around for talent and volunteers to help
you implement your programming.

*  Order books to complement your theme.
Do you have dtles from our illustrator,
David Wiesner? Check the bibliography for
other ideas.

*  Start thinking about funding options.

2-3 MONTHS
Prior to your program

* Finalize program dates.

*  Make contingency plans for rain dates or
scheduling conflicts.

* Schedule film, performer, and craft dates.

*  Order materials for crafts.

*  Check all AV equipment.

*  Prepare flyers for the circulation desk.

*  Plan school visits.

*  Prepare bulletin board materials.

*  Prepare materials for volunteers.

*  Post sign-up sheets for volunteers.

-2001: A Reading Odyssey « Arizona Reading Progrom
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Gelﬁng Started

1 MoONTH 2-3 WEEKS
Prior to your program Prior to your program
*  Major publicity/promotions push. Check * Continue promotions.
your publicity/promotions check list later * Consider a press conference to get the
in this chapter for specific details. word out. ‘
* Confirm school visits. Don’t forget day * Have a staff meeting so everyone
cares, private, and parochial schools. understands the program parameters.
*  Write confirmation letters/contracts to all * Begin decorating the library.
speakers/performers.

*  Practice crafts or activities.

15
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Geuing Started

Progmm Parameters

When building your reading program, first decide whether a structured or unstructured approach

is best.

Has the library traditionally emphasized book
lists, reading quotas, and awards? This
approach gives children structure and goals,
but some youngsters can become discouraged
by a steady diet of book lists and assigned
reading quotas. Some libraries opt for special
activities such as Parent Night, Story Time, etc.,
but these programs may be too demanding for
other libraries. Consider the history of your
reading programs. What has worked in the
past? What resources have been available for
the reading program, and what do you have to
work with now? For ideas on drumming up
money and manpower, see “Community
Involvement,” later in this section. Read on for
questions that may help you to decide what
type of program is best for your community.

FACILITIES:

1) What amount of space is available and for
what size group?

3) Will an excessive noise level disturb other
patrons using the library or is a separate
room available for busy activities?

4) Is there a play area available for outdoor
activities? Is a local park available for open-
ing or closing parties?

5) How long will the programs last and how
often will they meet?

6) Will decorations and displays be put up in
the area?

STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS:

1) How large is the staff?

2) Do regular or volunteer staff increase or
decrease in size during the summer
months? During the year? Are older youths
used as volunteer helpers for your program?

3) How much time do staff and volunteers
have to participate in the program? Is it a
key time for staff vacations?

4) Can parents of participants help with activ-
ities or provide refreshments?

5) What special talents can staff, parents, and
volunteers contribute to the program (e.g,
music, arts and crafts, drama)?

2o

PARTICIPANTS:

1) What is the maximum number of children
you can accommodate?

2) Will there be age limitations?

3) Are participants broken up into groups
based upon age, reading skills, and grade
level, or do they participate as one large
group?

4) Will a Read-to-Me program for pre-
schoolers be offered?

COLLECTION:

1) Does the library need to purchase mater-
ials from the bibliography provided in the
Arizona Reading Program (ARP) manual?

2) Wwill bibliographies of your local resources
be handed out to participants?

SCHEDULING:

1) When and how will registration for the
program begin in the librar?.

2) What are the deadlines for publicity for
your local newspapers, radio stations, and
television stations?

3) What kind of school visit, if any, will there
be (e.g., thematic skits, book talks, hand-
out flyers, short narrative on program)?

4) Do all library staff know the dates of the
programs and special events?

BUDGET:

1) What arts and crafts supplies do you have
or can you purchase?

2) What craft materials, prizes, or incentives
can be donated by local merchants?

3) Will participants be asked to provide their
own supplies for certain activities?

4) Will it be necessary to purchase promo-
tional materials in addition to those which
the state provides free?

5) Is it necessary to ask for additional money
for performers’ fees, overhead costs, rental
space, or additional publicity?

6) Is it possible to have a fund-raising project
to add to the available revenue for the
program? Can your Library Friends group
help?

2001: A Reading Odyssey « Arizona Reading Progrom
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MISCELLANEOUS:

1) Can field trips be planned and imple-
mented?

2) How can you use guest speakers, musi-
cians, artists, and storytellers in your pro-
gram?

3) What kind of support might you obtain
from various merchants and civic groups
for the program?

4) Has anyone else developed a successful
actvity or idea that could be used in the
program?

How to Structure Your Program

How do you plan to structure your program?
There are advantages to both styles discussed
above. Read on and decide for yourself.

STRUCTURED:

Set age limits for children participating.

Try to offer something for all age groups. If
you only have dme for one program, then try
to reach an age group not normally served
during the rest of the year. For example, if
there is a story time during the winter for pre-
schoolers, offer something for school age chil-
dren during the summer.

Determine the number of books/number of
minutes children must read to get a certifi-
cate. Do not set the requirements so high that
it discourages children from reading or
encourages children to read below their level.
It is important to remember that slow readers
or learning-disadvantaged children need to feel
that they belong. Determine the length of your
program and the average reading ability of
your patrons. Make special provisions for slow-
or non-reading children to earn a certificate in
some other way. For example, restructure
rewards for participation rather than comple-
aon.

Create required reading lists. Use the bibli-
ographies to create a list of books that reflect
your approach to 2001: A Reading Odyssey, or cre-
ate your own interpretation of this year’s
theme. G

Avoid competitive programs. The point of a
reading program is to make the library appeal-
ing as you encourage children to read. Don'’t
turn reading programs into grueling struggles
for supremacy. Offer avenues for every level of
reader to participate, and make sure that
rewards are available to everyone.

Encourage oral or written reviews. Oral
reviews may be time-consuming, but they give
the librarian an opportunity to determine in
which direction to guide the child in future
reading. You can make this more palatable to
children by creating a “book club” to discuss
books. Try dressing up as a character in a book
to stimulate questions and opinions from the
children.

Written reports stimulate thinking and
writing skills. You may try to make this a less
formal book report by hosting an electronic
“chat room” where children post their feelings
about the reading. If you don’t have the
resources for a technological wonder such as
this, don’t despair! Simply create a display with
a few featured books, labeling it the
“[Arizona]’s favorite author!” area (insert
name of library or city). Give the children a
short fill-in-the-blank form, with questions
such as “I liked this book because...,” “My
favorite character is...” etc, If possible, take an
instant photo of the child to post with his/her
review.

UNSTRUCTURED PROGRAMS:

Even though most librarians implement a
structured program, a less formal approach
could be both successful and easy to imple-
ment. Here are some points to ponder for an
unstructured program:

Any child (or family) may participate.

There is no required reading list or
minimum number of reports.

Any child who has participated by reading
at least one book or by participating in
one activity may receive a certificate or
acknowledgement.

2001: A Reading Odyssey - Arizona Reading Program ] 7
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QArizona Reading Program Review

Author

Date

My favorite part of this book was: ..............cccueu.....

My least favorite part of this book was.....................
...................................................................................... Our Star

i give it stars Reviewer

USE THE GENERIC REVIEWER FORM ABOVE OR CREATE YOUR OWN. TAKE PHOTOGRAPHS OF
REVIEWERS AND PASTE ONTO CARD OR LET REVIEWERS DRAW THEIR OWN PORTRAITS IN THE
SQUARE. FOR THE STAR RATINGS, YOU MAY GIVE THEM STICKER STARTS OR LET THEM DRAW
STARS. FOR FUN, JUST USE THE SISKEL AND EBERT MODEL OF FOUR STARS AS THE BEST.

Children keep their own reading records. INDIVIDUAL GOAL SETTING:
Maybe they even decide how they will Children set personal goals of how much
track their progress. time or how many books will be read.

There are no minimum quantities.
If the child moves or goes on vacation to

another part of the state and the local Contracts may be signed between child
library there has a reading program, the and librarian. This is very flexible, yet there
child may continue the program with are accountable standards.

them.

Child is encouraged to read at or above
current reading level from any type of
literature.

2001: A Reading Odyssey « Arizono Reading Program
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Children’s Progmmming Resources

Here is a collection of Web sites and government publications to help you with your program.

GENERAL RESOURCES:

www.ed.gov/free/

This is an amazing Web site which makes hun-
dreds of learning resources from more than 40
federal agencies available and searchable in one
place.

www.gutenberg.net

Project Gutenberg allows access to hundreds of
literary works for free.

www.nara.gov/education

The Digital Classroom posts original historic doc-
uments and related lesson plans.

www.ed.gov/americareads/summer

The America Reads Challenge Web site includes
valuable tips on ways to promote summer read-
ing and learning.
www.ed.gov/pubs/CompactforReading

“School-Home Links Reading Kits” include activ-
ities for improving reading and writing skills.
Use with the “Compact for Reading Guidebook.”

www.thegateway.org

The Gatewary to Educational Materials makes it
easier for teachers to find educational ideas and
materials.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS:

Government publications are available at low cost
and in bulk quantities. Some of the titles below
may coordinate with or supplement your reading
programs. Libraries may wish to order a quantity
of the publications for distribution to interested
parents or for distribution to the general public.

Order the following publications from:
R. Woods, Consumer Information Center,
Pueblo, CO, 81009. Also available at
www.pueblo.gsa.gov/children.htm.

Catch the Spirit: A Student’s Guide to Community Service.
Ideas and information on how young people can
help make their community a better place. 15 pp.
(1989 ed.) 501G. Free.

Helping Your Child Become a Reader. Help children gain
the skills they need to become good readers.
Here are ways to turn everyday activities into
learning experiences for infants to 6-year old
children. 50 pp. (2000 ed.) 617G. Free.

Helping Your Child Learn Geography. Teach 5- to 10-year
old children geography in ways that are challeng-
ing and fun. 33 pp. (1996 ed.) 308G. $.50.

Learning Activities for the Growth Season. A 7-week
schedule listing daily, fun learning acitivities for
elementary age children. Poster. (1997 ed.)
309G. $.50.

Learning Partners. Activities to help your preschool-
or elementary-aged child learn reading, math,
science, history, writing, and much more. 30 pp.
(1997 ed.) 310G. $.50.

Museums and Learning: A Guide for Family Visits. How to
make museum visits enjoyable learning experi-
ences for your 4-12 year olds. Includes activities
for children and families to do before, during,
and after the visit. 30 pp. (1198 ed.) 313F. $.50.

Playing the Buying Game. Word games, poster, and
puzzles to help junior high students learn to be
smart consumers. 12 pp. (1995 ed.) 310E. $.50

Timeless Classics. Lists nearly 400 books published
before 1960 for children of all ages. Divided into
grade group of K-12. 2 pp. (1994 NEH) 311G.
$.50.

2001: A Reading Odyssey + Arizons Reading Program
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Let’s Get Everyone Involved

You know the history and the needs of your patrons, so create a program suited to your community.
Most of us think of family reading programs only in terms of children, usually those who are three to
ten years old. Occasionally we make an effort to encourage preteens and teens, but seldom do we
realize there is an entire category of patrons who may enjoy participation. Those patrons are the adults
of the community. Consider the impact of such a program for your library. Parents, senior citizens,
nursing-home and retirement-center residents, for example, are groups who might be considered for

family reading programs

Children need encouragement, but what better
encouragement is there than seeing adults in
their lives and in their community who also
enjoy reading. Make an attempt to include oth-
ers in the community in your program. If you
do not set age limits, you may have a wider
variety of participants than you expected.

Parent Involvement

Parents who read in the home make a huge
impact on their children. Use 2001: A Reading
Odyssey as an opportunity to encourage reading
as a family activity. o

A Family Certificate may be offered along
with individual certificates. During Family
Reading Program Time, each child must bring
an adult and each adult must bring a child. Set
aside a special week during the family pro-
gram for special features for family involve-
ment and attendance. Have special bulletin
boards, reading material centers, read-aloud
programs, and lap-sit programs. Follow the
lead of one library and offer contract programs
such as “DAD (OR MOM) WILL READ TO
ME.” Grandparents or other caregiver adults
sometime bring children to the library. They,
too, may be interested in working toward a
certificate or in becoming involved in a mean-
ingful way.

PARENT ORIENTATION:

Have a guest book for parents to sign that
includes addresses so that you can send
invitations to future events or other infor-
mation.

Tell the parents briefly about the theme
and some special events planned for the
program (story hours, picnics, star gazing,
etc., see the program 'ideas in each age

group selection for more suggestions).

Give the parents a little guidance on family
reading with a presentation by a local
reading specialist. Colleges, universities, or
local school districts are all sources for
speakers. Emphasize the importance of
brevity to the speaker. The audience is
composed of parents, not educators. We do
not want to overwhelm them. If parents
think they have to make radical overnight
changes in their routine, they might not
participate.

Bring groups back together and have
someone read a story or chapter to the
entire group. Prepare the reader with an
enticing selection, but read it, do not per-
form it. While everyone enjoys a good sto-
ryteller, we want to convince parents that
reading and listening together is a pleasur-
able experience within any family’s reach.

Book talk your parents! Draw their atten-
tion to books for adults that will help
them get started reading aloud or inspire
them. The New “Read-Aloud” Handbook by Jim
Trelease is excellent. It contains lists of
proven read-aloud winners. Describe or
quote briefly from one or two titles.

Prepare a hand-out of read-aloud books
for the parents and give it to them to take
home.

2001: A Reading Odyssey « Arizona Reading Program
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OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS:

Try a midsummer parent/child get togeth-
er. You may want to have someone share a
favorite book or excerpt and/or show a
short film based on a children’s book.
Draw attention to any interesting new titles
and be prepared to recommend more
favorites. Allow families plenty of time to
swap experiences and favorite titles as well
as to browse.

Sponsor a father or male caregiver’s night
out at the library. Have children bring their
fathers, grandfathers, or significant male
adult to the library for a special event such
as storytime session, refreshments, or book
selection. Do not forget to mention the
need for family read-aloud time. If the
evening is a success, consider making it a
regular event.

Host a family spelling bee. Use regular
words or focus on the travel/adventure/
odyssey theme.

PROGRAM SUPPORT

Keep good family read-aloud books on
display throughout the program. Develop a
family reading display on the wall or bul-
letin board.

Send an updated list of read-aloud titles
home with the children. A biweekly or
monthly read-aloud newsletter could be a
regular feature. This can be as simple as a
photocopied list of additional titles espe-
cially suited for reading aloud or a report
of the children’s activities in the Arizona
Reading Program. Use your mailing list if
funds permit or send a sheet home with
the children.

Senior Citizen Involvement
During the active working years, time is not
always available to read the many books or
periodicals an individual might want to read.
Consider a special program for senior citizens
using the family reading theme. A low-key
public awareness program to the targeted sen-
iors in your community, pointing out that a
special family program is available, may bring
in several new patrons. A simple letter to civic
clubs, churches, senior residences, health care
offices, area agencies on aging, and senior citi-
zens centers should help to spread the word.
Your sincere interest will become known and
the response may surprise you.

NURSING HOMES AND

RETIREMENT CENTERS:

Those who reside in nursing homes and retire-
ment centers may be served by regional library
centers, but the involvement of the local public
library may prove to be popular.

Program directors in these care facilities
might appreciate having buttons, ribbons, bib-
liographies, bookmarks, and other.thematic
program materials. The games and activities
enjoyed by children may also be enjoyed by
seniors who live in nursing homes and retire-
ment centers. Program directors are always
looking for new and interesting program
materials.

Retirement homes and assisted living cen-
ters are also good place to look for volunteers.
Many of these residents would enjoy reading
aloud to children. They may also be interested
in making flannel board characters or favors
for your programs.

YOU MAY WANT TO REPRODUCE THE LOG
ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE TO ENCOURAGE
INTERGENERATIONAL READING OR DIVERSE
SUBJECT READING.

21
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Family Reading Log

[ Today I read with my mom

[ Today I read with my dad

[ Today I read with my
grandma

[ Today I read with my
grandpa

[ Today I read with my
friend

O Today I read with my
brother or sister

[ Today I read with my
neighbor

[ Today I read with my
teacher

[ Today I read with my
librarian

[ Today I read all by

-~ MYSELF!
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Decorations

Here comes the fun part: transform your library into a visual wonderland! Pick a theme and decorate
your library to encourage interest in that subject. Here are a few ideas that your patrons might enjoy.

Odyssey in Time
Take an odyssey in time. Whether you start in
the paleolithic and proceed through the
mesolithic or simplify with dinosaurs to the
Jetsons...it’s up to you.

Time travel can be very broad, so you may
want to constrain the dates, geographic set-
ting, or topic.

TIME LINE:

By using a wall, bulletin board, or display case
in your library, you can create a timeline.
It’s very flexible. Consider creating a time line
with pictures of animals and people from

different time periods: the dinosaur age,
ancient Egypt, the Middle Ages, or the early
settlers in America.

Instead of people, you may want a time line of
great events from the past. Even a time line of

great inventions has enormous possibilities
for props and visuals.

Make it personal. You set up the decades, but
let patrons fill out index cards with important
dates. It could be world events or something
personal, such as “Jason Garza born on August
14, 1989.” All patrons can participate and
what you will have is a timeline of your
community.

! Dates to Remember

1783..... FIRST SUCCESSFUL FLIGHT IN A
HOT AIR BALLOON BY THE MONTGOLFIER
BROTHERS

1903.....THE WRIGHT BROTHERS MAKE
THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL AIRPLANE FLIGHT

1927..... CHARLES LINDBERGH MAKES THE
FIRST SOLO ATLANTIC FLIGHT

ENGINEER FRANK WHITTLE

1937..... AMELIA EARHART DISAPPEARS

1939..... HELICOPTER IS PERFECTED BY
IGOR SIKORSKY

1957..... SPUTNIK IS LAUNCHED BY THE
USSR

1961.....YURI GARGARIN FROM THE
SOVIET UNION WAS THE FIRST PERSON TO
TRAVEL IN SPACE.

1930..... THE JET ENGINE WAS PATENTED BY

1962..... JOHN GLENN IS THE FIRST
AMERICAN TO ORBIT THE EARTH

1969..... FIRST WALK ON THE MOON

1973..... FIRST SPACE STATION, SKYLAB,
LAUNCHED

1983..... FIRST AMERICAN WOMAN IN
SPACE IS DR. SALLY RIDE

1986..... SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER
EXPLODES

1990..... HUBBLE SPACE TELESCOPE IS
LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE

1991..... LAST TOTAL ECLIPSE OF THE SUN
OVER NORTH AMERICA FOR THE TWENTIETH
CENTURY

2001..... 2001: A READING ODYSSEY
IMPLEMENTED IN LIBRARIES THROUGHOUT
ARIZONA

2001: A Reading Odyssey « Arizoma Readingl)rognﬁ 3

B-12




Geuing Started

TIME MACHINE:

The Ultimate Time Machine: The Library!
Making a Time Machine Reading Center would
be a great project for a teen volunteer.

@m
S
o]
=
]
23]
w2

large sheets of corrugated cardboard OR
large appliance box

glue stick, packing tape

tempera or spray paint in metallic colors
glitter ‘

old pillows or cushions

@eee

Build a time capsule by taping sheets of corru-
gated cardboard (available at packing centers)
into a large barrel shape OR use a large appli-
ance box.

First, have an adult helper use scissors or a
utility knife to cut openings in the sides so
that kids can go inside: Cut two parallel slits
approximately one to two feet apart from each
other. Stop cut at least six inches from the top
so structure is not weakened. Fold flap up
from cuts so you have a swinging door or
remove completely.

For embellishments, you may want to cut
cardboard fins for the sides. Notch cut wall
and fin to attach.

Meet the ends of the corrugated cardboard
and staple together. Using packing tape (or
duct tape), go over seam and staples to add
strength and protect readers from any sharp
staples.

Decorate the outside with gold or silver
paint and glitter. Put old pillows or cushions
inside for children to sit on.

B13

If you want to involve the readers in the
design, gather a group of adventurous “time
travelers” near the capsule. Explain that you
have built a time machine and you need their
help to program it. Ask the group about things
that happened a long time ago. Feel free to
give prompts concerning dinosaurs, the
Middle Ages, etc. Record the answers. Ask the
children what sorts of things they think will
happen in the future. Record these answers,
too.

Make a “dial” for the time machine by cut-
ting out a circle of construction paper. Record
the “past events” and “future events” around
the edges of the circle in clock fashion. Cut
out a paper “hand” to use as a pointer on the
dial. Attach the pointer to the middle of the
dial using a brad.

. 2001: A Reading Odyssey « Arizona Reading Program
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Odyssey by Air

The sky is the limit! Adopt this theme and take a look at birds, hot air balloons, airplanes, and aerial
explorers or would-be explorers: Icarus, Michelangelo, the Wright Brothers, Amelia Earhart, Charles
Lindberg, etc. Don't lose this opportunity for studies in zoology: show how and why different ani-
mals fly..Here are a few decorating tips to help guide reading and special activities:

CONTROL TOWER:

Use a flagpole on a stand as a basis for an air-
port control tower. Use your creativity to turn
a box into a control tower. Hang model or
paper airplanes from the ceiling in the area
near the control tower.

Other ideas include:

*  Post aerial views of your community
around the library. See if patrons can iden-
tify landmarks...you might even find the
library!

* Focus on famous aviators: the Wright
Brothers, Charles Lindburgh, and Amelia
Earhart would make intriguing display
ideas.

HoOT AIR BALLOONS:

Hot air balloons are so easily identifiable.
Nothing takes your breath away like seeing
one float across the sky. Bring the excitement
into your library.

Some ideas include:

* Take a hot air balloon trip around the
world. Hang a world map and move a hot
air balloon around to the different coun-
tries as you read their stories.

* Fly wind sock balloons throughout the
children’s department.

* Use a balloon basket (or replica) as a spe-
cial reading space in the library.

Adapt any of these decoration ideas into a reg-
istration plan. Allow a child to choose a cut-
out of a hot air balloon, ship, airplane, or time
machine. They will write their name on it and
post it on a bulletin board. As the child reads
or attends library activities, they can move
their “character” across the library.
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Lend Odyssey

Think of Marco Polo leading a string of
camels, or Native Americans following buffalo
migrations. Learn
about the intrep-
id riders of the
Pony Express or
the travel revolu-
tion begun by rail travel. There are so many
subjects for an odyssey by land! Use one of
these decorations to explore this topic:

RECYCLED MAPS:

Use old maps to wrap prizes as a mystery gift.
They're also great for background on your bul-
letin board. Find an old world map or make
your own. If you can collect enough you may
want to cover an entire wall!

Other uses could include:
*  Use to mark destination postmarks of the
Odyssey post cards mailed to the library.

* Let children mark the routes they've
followed on vacation with colored string.

GREAT GEAR:

Imagine a trek and what gear you might want
to bring along for the journey: maps, com-
passes, old suitcases, etc. Using these items,
create a vignette or grouping near the chil-
dren’s department to get everyone ready for
their odyssey. You may want this to change
every week along with a new journey at the
library. Volunteers or a teen group may be will-
ing to coordinate.

Sea Odyssey

Introduce children to the original Odyssey
with a seafaring theme! An ocean odyssey will
introduce history, culture, and even technolo-
gy. Explore this theme with famous explorers
such as Ericson, Magellan, da Gama, and Cook.
Here are a few decorating tips:

SEA VOYAGE (WALL DECORATIONS):

Let patrons feel as if they are viewing the
ocean from your reading room. Create “port-
holes” by collecting pizza boxes and cutting
the centers out to create a porthole frame.
Cover your frame with aluminum foil and
pasted pictures (hand drawn or magazine) of
views from under the ocean floor. Hang
ocean-themed books on the wall inside the
portholes. Display these decorations along the
wall so that as patrons walk down a hallway or
through the department they get an ever-
changing view of the ocean.

Hang ropes around the library with notes on
how to tie knots (found in YA section.)

Use last year’s manual for more water-related
ideas.
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Publicily and Promotion

Getting the Word Out
Why Promote?

Getting the word out to the right people in the right way is what this section is about. Promotion for

events and activities serves several functions:

IT’S AN INVITATION TO ATTEND AND/ OR
PARTICIPATE:

Be sure to include as much information as you
can about the event. The earlier people know
about the event, the better the turnout is likely
to be.

Even if greater attendance is not a goal, it
gives community leaders a chance to publicly
support and discuss your event and its impact
on the community.

Leaders from major corporations, govern-
ment officials, and other prominent citizens in
the community can take this opportunity to
support reading as an activity that has no cul-
tural boundaries. In a time of great debate over
the “haves” and “have-nots,” the Public Library
stands as a great equalizer. Remind your lead-
ers of your purpose whenever you can to gar-
ner their support.

INCREASE THE VISIBILITY OF THE LIBRARY
IN YOUR COMMUNITY:

The broad base of support for the event should
be a grass roots effort from within the local
community. Use bulletins, newsletters, and fly-
ers to distribute among community members.
You want to inform and raise excitement
about your event. Make the activities for your
event sound fun and exciting. Don’t forget to
include locations, times, and schedules. It’s
also important to acknowledge your sponsors
and contributors on much of your materials. If
they feel they are getting “value-added” pro-
motional value, they’ll be even more eager to
support you next year.

GET THE LoCAL MEDIA INVOLVED:
An often under-utilized marketing tool is non-
paid advertising in the form of public rela-
tions. A full-fledged feature article or a spot on
television will do more to publicize your event
than any other single action. Why? Using the
mass media reaches the greatest number of
people.

To best utilize their services and expertise,
it’s best to understand how most organizations
operate. A good way to get started is:

* Make a list of local newspapers, radio sta-
tions, television stations, and community
bulletin services such as on the communi-
ty access station. (If you have a committee,
this is a good place to divide and con-
quer!)

* « Call and find out which writer or producer
would best handle your event

* Remember, broadcast news will have a dif-
ferent producer and team for weekly and
weekend coverage.

* Drop off a 2001: A Reading Odyssey button or
T-shirt to your contact as a thank you.

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS:

Ask partner organizations to prepare their own
press releases to support 2001: A Reading Odyssey.
Their releases should follow the same guide-
lines as yours. Ask your partner organizations
for copies of their press releases. Be sure to
include these in your press kits. Remember,
most organizations have internal newsletters
which effectively reach different groups.
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The Press Release

The most essential tool for communicating
directly to the media is your press release.
These releases are the the main vehicle for pro-
viding the press with the event information
and updates. It is important that the press
release include all the information needed to
cover the event thoroughly. Printing your press
releases on your library letterhead is very
important. The letterhead gives importance to
the information and it also gives your media
sources a clear idea of who is in charge of
your 2001: A Reading Odyssey event. Using press
releases, it will be easy to get your community
excited about your event.

SHORT, SWEET, AND TO THE POINT:

Most press releases are one or two pages long.
Especially when it comes to unsolicited releas-
es, most professionals will not read lengthy
press releases. Some organizations will reprint
them almost verbatim, while others tend to
rewrite and sometimes misunderstand your
intentions.

WHAT’S YOUR MAIN MESSAGE:

Your press release should carry one main mes-
sage. This message should be clearly stated in a
single sentence in the first paragraph of the
release. All paragraphs should be between one
to three sentences long. A good way to accom-
plish this is to use a outine or bullets when-
ever possible. Whatever method makes the
press release easy and quick to read is the best
way to go.Try to include at least one relevant
quote in every release.

May I CaLrYou?:

Be sure that you include a date for release and
the name and phone number of the contact for
your library at the top of every page in the
press release. To make this important informa-
tion stand out, try printing it in bold face type.
This information will make it easier for the
media to get in contact with you if they have
any further questions.

Voo

USE THE INVERTED PYRAMID STRUCTURE:
The easiest method of organizing a press
release uses an inverted pyramid structure.
Begin with the general information and give
progressively more specific information in
each additional paragraph. Remember, the first
paragraph should be a statement of the main
message of the press release. The purpose of a
press release is to convey the most essential
information about your event in the fewest
and clearest word possible. The last paragraph
should include information about the organi-
zation releasing the media advisory: the mis-
sion statement, the goals of the organization,
and a reminder of the contact name and phone
number.

JUST THE Basics—WHO, WHAT, WHEN,
'WHERE, AND WHY:

Sometimes referred to as the five “W”s. Who
is giving the event? Who are the main groups
and people that will be attending? What is
2001: A Reading Odyssey? What kinds of activities
will take place at the event? When will the
event take place? Where will it be held? And
most importantly, why is your event newswor-
thy? All of this information should be worked
into every press release sent to the media.

A good way to ensure that the right media
person receives your information is to call first
to identify the best reporter to receive your
release. Send the release, then follow through
with a phone call to make sure they received
it. They are inundated by material, so anything
you can do to make your information stand
out is helpful.

Remember, many of these organizations
have good intentions. When they are under-
staffed or unorganized, it’s easy for your press
release to get lost in the shuffle. The best way
to get coverage is to start early and develop key
relationships with the person responsi