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TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS
FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Introductmn

' Ind1v1duals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), 1997,
requires a statement of individual
accommodatlons needed for the.
-student to participate in state or
* distriét assessment of student -

' progress. Students who qualify as

_ astudent with a disability under
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
- Act are also eligible for test

; accommodatlons

Rule 6A-1,0943, Florida
Administrative Code (FAC), -

SR prov1des the basis for .

--accommodations to Florrda S

~statewide assessmient system for -

‘students with disabilities.
Information about allowable °

" accommodations is provided in " "

- the 'test administrator’s manual:

" for each of the statewide
_ assessments. This paper provides
-additional information about test

accommodations for

* - consideration by persons -

7 administering state or district -
: assessment programs

s

~ Testing of Students
. with Disabilities

The following points should - ‘
guide district and school

. personnel in providing for
accommodations for students
. with disabilities in state and

i ‘d1str1ct assessment programs

,Test coordmators in each school

_'* . “district shouid assure that

1nformat1on on accommodat1ons

" for students with disabilities is. *;

shared with all school-level -
- personnel-administering state or
“district assessment programs.

4

‘opportunities-to- practice test- .
. tak1ng strategres _

School level personnel should

‘. provide opportunities for persons :
,admrnlstcrmg -agsessments to: -
* review and discuss appropr1ate .'
- accommodations and plan the "~
" assessment administration
- process for students w1th
. disabilities.

~ Students should receive
1nstruct1on in testing procedures | -

and be prov1ded with

. The accommodatlons used for an -
. . individual'student during testing.
» should match accommodations -

used in 1nstruct1on without

*_invalidating the purpose of the
assessment. :

A 'Testaccomr'nodati‘ons must be’
* ¢ indicated on'the student’s :

individual educational plan (IEP) :
or the. 504 plan -

) Prov1d1ng |
| ‘Accommodatmns

5 'Consrderat1on must.be givento
- providing accommodations that .
-~ will allow the student witha - .-
- disability to demonstrate skill'and .
. "knowledge without jeopardizing
"+~ the quality of the testing process.

"Students must have anJEP or 504

“ plan to be considered for testing .

accommodation's. -

.-~ Each student is un1quc and each -
" may require different . - L

. ‘accommodations: Even students .

- . with the same d1sab1l1ty may
' ‘fequire quite different, .-

accommodat1ons The student’s
IEP or 504 plan should address
the accommodations that are’

. regularly provided for classroom

activities-and assessment and

should gulde dec1s10ns on _
_ accommodat1ons for specific test
Csituations. However, allowable

-‘accommodations for statewide =

. tests are limited to those listed in’ .
the test administration manuals.. -

N Accommodations that are
" allowable for students withr

disabilities generally are
described in fivé different

- - - categories. These categories are -
o dcﬁned with examples below

: SETTING

Students may take the test

" “individually or in a.small group

setting under a proctor’s

‘supervision. Students who are

casily distracted or require-close

. monitoring may take a testina -
- 'sett1ng that is d1stract10n free
- (e.g., in a study carrelora
separate’ room) Some. students T

may require a flexible setting to -
accommodate special l1ght1ng, .

" furniture; equipment, or acoustic
~ needs. Other students may need
" calming background music; -
.. freedom to move about as o
* needed, or a space that is-familiar -
*and comfortable for them. . The -
- special education teacher may
. neéd to proctor a test , .
" administration so that these -

accommodat1ons can be

: _prov1ded

SCHEDULING
: Students may. take a session of

the test during several brief -

‘periods within one school day,
“however, a séssion of the test -

. ‘miust be completed W1th1n one
T school day : :

‘ ,'Students who tiré easily may
need more frequent or extended .-
. “rest breaks. Some students are

better able to give their best
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performance at certain times of
the day. and may need to be tested
at a differerit time of day than
when the test is scheduled.

Students may be provided
additional time; however, a
session of the test must be

- completed within one school day. -

" Some students.may need
extended time to complete the
testing process. However,
extended time should not be

prov1ded automatically. Decmonéu

. to extend time should be based on
‘the student s demonstrated =
performancc on similar tasks in

- the instructional setting. Test
-ddministrators should monitor the
extended time accommodation to

assure that students are attcndmg -

to the testing situation. X
Ifa district uses a timcd test for
student achievement, decisions
will have to be made about -
including students who typically .
need extended time. If extended .

- time is used, the testlng 51tuat10n

becomes a nonvalid -
-administration, and results should
* be reported individually with-
; 1nd1cat10n of the modlﬁcatlons
_ used

Students may provide an oral
‘response, 4 signed response, a
response on a word processor, or’
a response on a Braille writer. If
an oral response is given by the
student, the proctor must ask the -

. student to indicate the - .

punctuation and spell uncommon

* words. Oral responses and signed

responses must be transcribed by
a proctor into the test book
assigned to the student. Student

responses must not be edited -

when transcribed. This,
accommodation may requlre a
one-on-one test administration in
order to avoid distracting other -
students. o ’
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PRESENTATION
Students may use mechamcal

" .aids such as'a magnitying device,

a pomter a noncalibrated rule or
template, or other similar devices
"to assist in maintaining visual .
attention to the test book or
-answer book. Flexible
- presentation means that students
may need to have directions read
‘to them or summarized for them.

- Re-reading directions may be
' necessary. Some languagein -

directions may need to be
simplified or the student may -,
‘need to restate the directions in -
hls/her own words: Proctors may-
_answer student questions about
any 'test directions. Test item:
language may not be reworded,’
and proctors may not answer -’
_.student questions about the

" wording of test questions or

interpret test questions for
. students. Reading items and
passages designed to test reading
skills may not be read to students.
‘Simple math quest1ons should be,
read to the student in their

: entirety; more’ complex multlple-

step math questlons may be read

one part at a time. Students may,

need to use magnifiers, auditory ,
- amplification devices, or other
~devices typically used in
‘~classroom mstruct10n

Flexible p_resentat’ion includes
the use of revised formats.
Revised formats
“include:
Print Versions.
Studénts may be
tested with
cenlarged-print
" materials or with
regular-print
“materials
. enlarged
through -
mechanical
or
-= electronic
means.

-

Braille Versions. Students may
be tested with materials that have

- been transferred to Braille code,
“or tested .

by using devices that perrmt

‘optical-to-tactile transformations.

" Auditory and Sign Language
. ‘Presentations. The test
* administrator may sign, provide--

oral interpretations of, or read to
students general directions,
writing prompts, and the
mathematics items. Reading

_items and passages designed to-

test reading skills must be read by
the student uszng v1sual or tactual
means.




Spec1al Noteon = : -
- Section 504 Imphcatlons

* To assure that all qualified students with d1sab111t1es inour . :

publrc educatron system are _provided necessary related aids,

- services, or accommodations during the administration ofa - -

test, d1str1cts will ensure that students with disabilities who

_ are not currently in any special education program or who do“ S
“ not have a current IEP be considered for and, if appr0pr1ate, e

- provided test accommodations listed in this document.

“Testing accommodations for these students must be listed on- -

. the student’s 504 plan. Procedures for qualifying students as
- disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
are provided in the document: Meeting the Needs of Students:

- -Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 available from .
the Florida Department of Education, Bureau of Instructronal o

Support and Commumty Servrces
614 Turhngton Burldmg, Tallahassee F londa 32399 0400

s F or 'more information on testing accomrnodatiOnscontact’: o

Dr Comeha Orr, Program Drrector -
' Bureau of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
- Assessment and Evaluation Serwces :
(850) 488-8198 - o
-~ SC 278- 8198 . .
' ema11 orrc@marl doe state ﬂ us -

. Or .. '

Dr Carol Allman Program D1rector

Bureau of Instructronal Support and Communlty Serv1ces .

- ‘Exceptional Student Education o
- (850) 488-1106 '
- SC278- 1106 ~
. ema11 allmanc@marl doe. state fl. us

Bureau of Instructuonal Support and Commumty Serv:ces
D|V|S|on of: Publuc Schools and Commumty Educahon

ESE 9603
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