
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 447 250 CE 073 958

TITLE Transition from College to Work. Indicator of the Month.
INSTITUTION National Center for Education Statistics (ED), Washington,

DC
REPORT NO NCES-96-929
PUB DATE 1997-05-00
NOTE 3p.

PUB TYPE Numerical/Quantitative Data (110)
EDRS PRICE MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS *College Graduates; College Outcomes Assessment; *Education

Work Relationship; *Employment Level; *Employment Patterns;
Entry Workers; Graduate Surveys; Higher Education; *Majors
(Students); *Outcomes of Education

ABSTRACT
Attaining a bachelor's degree is one measure of the skills

learned through college attendance, but in recent years, concern about the
difficulties encountered by recent graduates in making the transition from
college to work has grown. Data gathered by the National Center for Education
Statistics for April 1994 showed the following: (1) two-thirds of recent
college graduates were employed full time and not enrolled in postsecondary
education, whereas 9 percent were employed part time and not enrolled; (2) 76

percent of those who worked full time and were not enrolled in postsecondary
education had jobs with career potential; (3) although about three-fourths of
recent graduates who were working full time and not enrolled in postsecondary
education reported their jobs were related to their field of study, only 60
percent said a college degree was required to get their job; (4) there were
no measurable differences among the percentages of recent graduates who were
unemployed by field of study; and (5) females who majored in seven fields of
study (business and management, public affairs and social services,
biological sciences, mathematics and science, social sciences, humanities,
and "other" majors) were more likely than males to work in the traditionally
female occupations of administrative and clerical support. (KC)
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Transition from college to work
The attainment of a bachelor's degree is one measure of the skills learned through college
attendance. In recent years, concern about the difficulties encountered by recent graduates in
making the transition from college to work has grown. Students,--their families, and educational
policymakers are interested in graduates' employment prospects and their relationship to fields of
study.

In April 1994, two-thirds (67 percent) of recent college graduates were employed full time and were not
enrolled in postsecondary education; 9 percent were employed part time and were not enrolled. About three-
fourths (76 percent) of those who worked full time and who were not enrolled had jobs with career potential.

Although about three-fourths of recent graduates who were working full time and not enrolled reported
their jobs were related to their field of study, only 60 percent reported a college degree was required to
get their job.

There were no measurable differences among the percentages of recent graduates who were unemployed
by field of study.

Females who majored in seven fields of study (business and management, public affairs/social services,
biological sciences, mathematics and science, social sciences, humanities, and "other" majors) were more
likely than males to work in the traditionally female occupations of administrative and clerical support.

Percentage of 1992-93 college graduates according to employment and enrollment status
and relatedness of jobs to education, by selected characteristics: April 1994

Selected characteristics

Employment and enrollment status Relatedness of Job to education
Employed

full time,

not enrolled

Employed In labor
part time, force,

not enrolled enrolled2

Not in
labor force,

enrolled

Not em-
ployed, not

enrolled

Job related
to field

of study

Job
required col-

lege degree

Job
had career

potential
Total 67.1 8.7 12.4 5.5 6.3 77.6 59.9 75.7

Field of study
Business and management 80.0 5.3 7.9 1.9 4.9 87.1 54.1 79.6
Education 59.9 16.1 14.4 4.8 4.8 80.4 72.1 78.1

Engineering 69.2 3.4 13.7 7.2 6.5 910 83.0 85.8
Health professions 68.6 8.4 12.9 4.5 5.6 94.4 77.4 84.6
Public affairs/social services 70.3 9.0 9.2 5.0 6.5 73.5 53.0 71.6
Biological sciences 44.3 8.4 17.4 18.3 11.5 69.5 54.7 62.1
Mathematics and science 60.8 8.5 14.9 9.9 5.9 87.1 71.0 80.8
Social sciences 66.6 7.0 13.1 6.1 7.2 57.7 48.8 72.3
History 64.9 8.1 16.4 6.6 4.0 40.6 43.4 69.3
Humanities 59.2 12.8 13.5 5.9 8.5 58.2 50.1 69.1
Psychology 56.5 6.9 19.5 8.8 8.3 59.2 54.5 54.1
Other 69.4 9.0 11.4 3.6 6.6 75.2 55.0 70.5

Sex

Male 69.2 6.8 11.9 6.3 5.7 76.6 59.1 78.0
Female 65.3 10.3 12.8 4.7 6.9 78.4 60.5 73.6

College grade point average
Less than 3.0 71.7 8.9 11.1 2.2 6.1 73.2 54.6 74.2
3.0 to 3.49 68.2 7.9 12.7 5.0 6.3 78.7 63.0 74.7
3.5 and higher 61..1 9;3 14.1 9.4 6.0 81.5 61.6 79.2

Table reads: Of 1992-93 college graduates, 67.1 percent were employed full time and were not enrolled In postsecondary education
In April 1994.

Includes only those who worked full time and who were not enrolled in postsecondary education.
'Includes persons who worked full time or part time or who were unemployed.
Includes persons who were not in the work force or who were unemployed.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal
Study, First Follow-up (B&B:93/94).
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Percentage of 1992-93 college graduates working full time and not enrolled in postsecondary
education whose job was related to their field qf study, and the percentage of those whose

job required a college degree: April 1994
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal
Study, First Follow-up (B&B:93/94).
This indicator is one of 60 from The Condition of Education 1996. It is in the public domain and may be reproduced without
permission. Suggested citation: U.S. Department of Education, National Center.fat Education Statistics, The Condition of Education
1996 NCES 96-304, by Thomas Smith (ed), D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1996.

To obtain a copy of the full volume of The Condition of Education, contact the National Data Resource Center on (703) 845-3151
(E-mail: ndrc@pcci.com or ndrc@ineted.gov). This title is also available on the Internet at http://www.ed.gov/NCES/pubs/ce.
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