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ABSTRACT

This report discusses the outcomes of a study that compared
family needs and sources of support perceived by 55 Puerto Rican mothers of

:young children (ages birth to 5 years) with disabilities residing in Puerto

Rico and 39 of their Puerto Rican counterparts living in Florida. The
relationship among perceived family needs, sources of support, and mother and
child characteristics was also explored. The ABILITIES Index, the Family
Needs Survey (FNS), and the Family Support Scale (FSS) were used in the
interview process to measure respectively mothers' perceptions -of: (1)
child's extent of delay; (2) family needs; and (3) sources of support.
Multiple regression analyses indicated that family needs did not differ in
the two samples. Mothers living in Puerto Rico did, however, perceive
significantly more sources of support than mothers living in Florida. Results
also indicated that overall single mothers reported more needs than married
mothers and reported significantly fewer sources of support than married
mothers. (CR)
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Final Performance Report

The study compared family needs and sources of support perceived by. 55 Puerto Rican‘
mothers of young children with disabilities residing in Puerto Rico and 39 of their counterparts
living in Florida. The relatioriship between pérceiiled family needs and sources of support with
inother aiid child characteristics was also exploied.' The ABiLITIES Index, the Family Needs
Survey (FNS), and ihe Family Support Scale (FSS) were used in the interview process to
ineasure resp_ectively mothers' perceptionAof : (a) child's extent of delay, (b) family needs, and (c)
sources of support. Miiltiple regression anaijses indiéated that family rieeds did not differ in the
PR and FL sarripleé. Mothers from the PR sample did, however, perceive significantly more
sourges of support than motiiers in the FL sample.

Grant Objectives and Activities

Participant Selection

Participants for this study were 94 Puerto Rican mothers of young childrén, ages birth to
5 years, with disabilities. Fifty-ﬁve of the participants weie residents of Puerto Rico éiid 39
"resided in Florida. Mothers were identified through their child’s participation in early |
intervention programs (e.g., School Board, Health and Rehébilitative Services, Children’s
| Medical Siarvicés, Diagnostié Evaluation Intervention) or thri)ugh their membership in iocal

churches, ethnic affiliations, or any other parent support organizations. Participation was

voluntary, and mothers received a monetary contribution for the time devoted to the interview.



Instrumentation

Tne assessment instruments used m this study consisted of a demogiaphic form and three
scales: (a) the Family Needs Survey (Bailey & Simeonssbn, 1988, 1990), (b) the Family Support -
Scnle (Dunst, Trivette, & Jenkins, 1988), and '(c) the ABILITIES Index (Simeonsson '& Bailey,
1988). English and Spénish versions of the consent forms and thel assessment instruments were
-provided and used in'resl'aonse to the'particlipant’s language preferegce, -

Observations and Assessments -

Interviews were done by the student investigator, by a research scientist of the Latino -
" "Family Résearch Project, or by a research assistant. These tliree researchers were bilingual
Pnerto Rican females currently active ns edncators and formally trained to conduct culturally
responsive interviews and ensure the conﬁdentiality of the investigation. Participants were
scheduled for a visit nccording to their preference regarding date, time, and place to meet. The
interviews were recorded on audio tape to ensure accurany of the scales and to capture the

richness of the information obtained. Answers were veriﬁed; coded, and analyzed.
Data Analysis and Results.

The analysis of the data responds to the study's five research questions. Results that follow are
described according to these questions.

1. Do Puerto Rican mothers of young children with disabilities who live in Puerto Rico express:

family needs similar to those expressed by Puerto Rican mothers of young children with
disabilities who reside in Florida? T he' relationship of these variables was ‘investigated using a
multiple regression analysis. Results of the multiple regression analysis indicated that the

country of residence does not predict mothers’ perception of family needs



2. Are there any differences between the sources of family support reported by Puerto Rican
mothers of young children with disabilities of each geographical subgroup? Results of the
‘multiple regression analysis indicated that a predictive relationship exists between the country of
residence and mothers’ -perception of family sﬁpport. Descriptive information of the sample
reveals that mothers in -the Puerto Rico cohort- perceived a higher level of family support than
mothers on the Florida cohort .

3. What family Ade,mogra’phic variables significantly pfedict family needs across geographical

su_bgroups? Results of the multiple regression analysis indicated that the relationship of mother's
and child‘s'age, family's level of education and government assistance with perceived family
ﬁeeas is nonsignificant. Nevertheless, the relationship of the child's ABILIT IES score and
mothers' marital status with the mothers' perceived needs was found significant. Information
-from the regressioﬁ model also i‘ndicatéd that overall single mothers repoﬁed more needs than
married mothers. The regression model presented a positive correlation between the children's
ABILITIES ééqres and the level of family needg expressed by the mothers.

4. What fémily de.mograp.hic' ﬁriabies significantly predict family resoﬁrces across geo.gr.aphical
subgroups? Results of the multiple regréssion énalysis indicated that the relationshiﬁs betwee‘n,
mother's age, child's age and ABILITIES score, family's level of education and government
assist_anclé with perceived family support were not signiﬁéa_nt. Nevértheless, the r¢latibnship of
mothers' marital status with mothers' perceived éupport was found significant. Further analysis.
of the regression model indicated that overall single mothers réported significantly fewer sources

of support than married mothers.



5. What relationship, if any, exists between family needs and family resources within each

geographical subgroup? The relationship of these variables was investigated using a Pearson

Product Moment correlation. ‘The investigation indicated that a predictive relationship exists

between perceived family needs and perceived family sources of support when considering the
total sample Nevertheless, evidence suggested that when the sample is examined by country of
residence, the predictive relationship between perceived family needs and perceived family

sources of support does not hold true for the Florida cohort.

Dissemination

The following presentations and manuscripts-were conducted or prepared as a direct result of the

-

grant funding.
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