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U.S.E.D FULBRIGHT-HAYS SEMINARS ABROAD PROGRAM

MALAYSIA/SINGAPORE

JULY 3 - AUGUST 16, 1999

OBJECTIVES

The general objective of the program is to help U.S. education enhance their
international understanding and increase their knowledge of the people and
culture of another country. Upon their return to the United States, participants
are expected to share their acquired broader knowledge and experiences with
students, colleagues, members of civic and professional organizations, and the
public in their home communities.

The specific objectives of the program in Malaysia were to offer participants an
overview of life in Malaysia and Singapore. Specifically:

1. To be acquainted with the history, economics, geography and culture of
Malaysia and Singapore;

2. To be acquainted with cultural diversity of Malaysia and Singapore and to
appreciate the multicultural nature of the society;

3. To gain insights into the contributions of the people of Malaysia and
Singapore in the areas of art, music, dance, science and technology;

4. To gain insights into the system of education in Malaysia and Singapore.

PROGRAM

The seminar provided participants with a comprehensive overview of how the
people of Malaysia and Singapore live, work and strive towards their vision of
moving towards a more secure east-west relationship, without sacrificing their
history or culture.

During the five-week study tour of Malaysia, the program involved academic
seminars relating to Malaysia's geography and history, the political structure,
cultural plurality, religions, economy, educational system, aspirations and goals
for the future, and contemporary issues facing her society. Participants were
introduced to Malaysia and the Malaysian way of life through talks, discussions




and field trips to schools, educational institutions and cultural centers, not only
around Kuala Lumpur but also in other parts of the country. They traveled to
Melaka, Terengganu, Kelantan, Penang, Perak and Sarawak.

Visits were made to places of historical interest, places of worship and towns and
villages. School visits were also arranged. Places chosen reflected the diversity
of the nation's life and culture. During the travel phase, opportunities were
provided for participants to interact with Malaysians involved with education,
culture, and development planning, etc. Homestays were also arranged.

One week of academic seminars and visits in Singapore included topics on the
historical and political structure, the cultural scene, the economy, educational
system, Singapore's aspirations and goals for the future, and contemporary
issues. During the visit, opportunities were given to participants to interact with
Singaporeans involved with education, culture, and development planning.

Study visits acquainted participants with actual situations, enabling participants to
exchange ideas on curriculum with their counterparts. Visits made to sites of
importance to Malaysia and Singapore's economic development and cultural
heritage. Additionally, participants explored the various political and media
aspects of the east-west relationship.

Participants were assisted in identifying resources for their individual seminar
projects, enabling them to expand and improve their current teaching, or
curriculum development work related to Malaysia and Singapore.

ORGANIZERS
Sponsor : U.S. Department of Education
Coordinating Agency : Malaysian-American Commission on Educational
Exchange (MACEE)
Dr. Andrew B. Kramer, Executive Director
Ms. Kala Kovan, Program Officer
Program Coordinator . Prof. Dr. Hyacinth Gaudart

Faculty of Education
Universiti Malaya, Malaysia
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Rice Cultivation of Malaysia

Klaus J. Bayr
Keene State College

Agricultural land used for rice production in Malaysia has been on the decline since 1975
(MADI 1995) but the production per hectare is increasing unless adverse weather
conditions are prevailing. The country is not able to satisfy the yearly need for
consumption by Malaysia’s population through its own agriculture anymore but needs to
import about 20 to 30% from other countries. There is enough agricultural land available
in Malaysia to produce the needed rice so that import of this staple food would not be
necessary.

Methodology
Statistics and data from various sources of Malaysia, interviews of several rice experts

within Malaysia, and visits to various rice producing areas in Malaysia are the basis for
this research.

The Rice Production
In comparison to other countries in Monsoon Asia, Malaysia has a rice production that is
heavily dependent on machinery and irrigation and not as much on the manual labor of
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Figure 1: Area in Hectares

the farmers. The state that has the most area under rice production (both main plus off-
season) is Kedah (Fig. 1) with more than 212,000 hectares, and Negeri Sembilan has the
least with only approximately 640 hectares (Department of Agriculture a 1999).
Malaysia’s agricultural year allows most farmers to plant and harvest two times. The
planting for the main growing season takes place during the months of August to October
and from January to April for the off-season. Approximately 46% of the rice grown in
Malaysia is dependent on rainwater (dry rice) (Khanif 1999) and 54% is irrigated (wet
rice) mostly in the eight granaries (Gunalan 1999).




Allmost all of the rice is broadcast and not transplanted. Before the broadcasting takes
place the seeds will be pre-germinated for 24 to 48 hours in water. In the primary stages
the paddy will be flooded for a period of about 80 to 90 days after which the water will
be removed. The soil stays wet for another 30 to 40 days, enough for the rice to ripen and
to be harvested in about 120 days after planting. With the exception of the broadcasting
and burning the fields after harvesting, many farmers hire people to plow, to flatten the
fields, to weed, and to apply fertilizer and pesticides. Also, the harvesting and threshing
of the rice will be hired out to people who own the appropriate machinery. It is therefore
possible to be a part-time farmer and still earn money at a different job. The government,
which specializes in the production of selected rice seeds, sells these seeds to the farmers
through its granaries at a subsidized cost. The government maintains eight rice granaries
throughout Peninsular Malaysia. Outside of the districts of the granaries mostly rainfed
(dry) rice production takes place, especially in Sabah and Sarawak (Fig. 2).
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Failures of good harvests are caused by droughts and insect infestation, especially by the
leathoppers, which not only feed on the plants but also spread viruses (especially the
Penyakit Merah virus); this can result in the demise of the crop. Another pest in the rice
paddies is the rat, which feeds on the roots and also on the leaves of the rice plant.

Some farmers encourage owls to nest in the area in order to keep the rat population under
control.

The main varieties of rice grown in Malaysia are of the types MR84, MR106, MR 185,
and the fragrant rice called Bras Wangi. While the average yield of rice per hectare per
agricultural year in Malaysia is approximately 5.2 metric tons, some farmers in
Sekinchan get a yield up to nine or ten tons per hectare (Khalid, Bin Harun, Gunalan
1999). The state that produces the most rice (kilograms per hectare) is not Kedah but
Selangor with 9229 kg/ha within one agricultural year (Figs. 3 and 4).
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Kedah produces only 7261 kg/ha. The Borneo state of Sarawak produces the least: only
3076 kg/ha for the year (Department of Agriculture a 1997). Most of that rice is grown as
dry rice and mechanization is not as readily available there. The average size of a paddy
field in Malaysia is approximately 1.2 hectares.

Malaysia
Average Yield of Rice
Off Season 1997

Figure 4

Many farmers keep one or two paddy fields under cultivation for which they can gross
approximately $2100 per field. Expenses that occur are the cost for fertilizer for which
the government grants a minimal subsidy, rental charges, if any, for land, application of
pesticides which might be three to four times during the growing season, charges for
irrigation water, and the rental charges of the machinery for flattening of the paddy,
harvesting, threshing, and mulching of the stalks. On the average these costs are between
$500 and $800 per paddy. Consequently, a farmer can achieve a profit of approximately
$.24 per kg of rice (MADA 1999). Rice imported from other countries, especially




Thailand, is less expensive, but the Malaysian government encourages the local rice
production in order to guarantee availability in case of a shortage of rice by the other
suppliers. The government is encouraging the more efficient use of the available water
for irrigation (Gunalan 1999).

Agriculture in Malaysia has been and still is an important factor in the income
structure of the people. However, its contribution to the Gross Domestic Product (GPD)
is on the decline. In 1994 agriculture’s contribution to the GPD was 14.3%, in 1995
13.5%, and it is estimated that by the year 2000 it will be only 10.3% (MADI 1999).
Despite this decline some farmers produce more rice per hectare now than they did in
previous years. This is the result of the support by the government, the highly
mechanized way rice is produced and the great emphasis on the high yield production in
the eight granaries. The National Agricultural Policy calls for 80-85% self-sufficiency in
domestic rice production. It is hoped that the eight granaries will produce between 55 and
60% of it (MADI 1990). In 1994 the local production was only at 70% self-sufficiency
and 462,000 tons had to be imported to cover the need of the country (MADI 1995). The
major suppliers are Thailand followed by Pakistan and other countries.

Table 1 Production and Areas under Cultivation from 1980 to 1997 in Malaysia (MADI
1995, Dept. of Agric. a 1999)*

Yield (kg/ha) Main Season Yield (kg/ha) Off Season Area under Cultivation

1980 3038 3260 716,900
1991 3500 2830 661,200
1997 2849 3450 690,975

*Some statistics used are inconsistant.

The area under rice cultivation has decreased by approximately 26,000 ha since 1980
(Table 1) and the production increased in 1991 during the main-season but fell off in the
off-season. In 1997 the average production has decreased in the main-season probably
due to adverse weather conditions but the off-season showed a significant increase.

This leaves a deficit of the supply of rice for the growing population of Malaysia. Imports
are therefore necessary but the government tries to encourage higher production with
greater subsidies and guaranteed prices. The research is also looking into a higher
yielding crop as well as better techniques and more efficient irrigation to increase the
production.

Summary

Malaysia produces approximately 70 to 80% of its own rice despite a decreasing acreage
of land used for cultivation. Many farmers abandon rice cultivation because other crops
are less labor intensive. There is also a labor shortage in the farming sector because for
better wages being offered by employment in other industries. Generally the production
per hectare is increasing due to better farming techniques and government guarantees.
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Imports of the staple food rice come mostly from Thailand. Many farmers convert their
rice paddies into palm oil production because more profit can be achieved with less
effort. The government of Malaysia subsidizes the rice cultivation because it fears
shortages or crop failures on the world market.
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MAHATHIR OF MALAYSIA

The November 26 issue of the Far Eastern Economic Review contained
an article entitled: Asian Millennium: the century’s 10 Leading Figures”. This type
of selection has been widely done — but this was of interest because it was
Asians selecting Asians. One who was there is the primary subject of this paper
— Mahathir Mohamad, the longest serving elected head of state in the world
today, having been Prime Minister of Malaysia for the past 18 years. On
November 29, he and his party, the United Malay National Organization, UMNO,
won their called parliamentary election by over two thirds majority, to lead
Malaysia into the third thousand years. His rise to power, and its legacy has been
one of leading Malaysia into the modern world of business and commerce. The
overwhelming election of Mahathir masks the animosity and tension that exists in
the society. It is truly a joyless victory, one that represents not a mandate for the
future, but uncertainty of how to get to the future. »

Malaysia is a country that is geographically split.... in fact, many people in
the U.S. are unaware that the country extends across the South China Sea into
Borneo. It is a fascinating story in itself how the two provinces — Sarawak and
Sabah — became part of the Malay federation. From 1853 to 1951, this area was
in fact ruled by an English family, known as the “white rajas” — the Brooke
family. James Brooke was an adventurer, who happened upon Sarawak in an
well-armed private frigate in 1839. Joining into a civil — really tribal conflict that
was going on in Sarawak, he used the more modern cannon technology
effectively over the blowgun and arrow, and came out on the winning side. In
gratitude, the Chief gave him a large land grant, which through shrewd dealings
the Brookes extended over time to the entire area of now Sarawak. It was not
until after WWII that the Brooke family agreed to the pressure brought to bear on
them from both inside and out, to turn over authority to the British government.

In 1963 Sarawak and Sabah joined the new federation of Malaysia. It was a
union of two regions that had been under British domination, although of different
forms. The populations of the two regions have great differences. Although it is
true that the Muslim religion is dominant in both regions, the Borneo population is
made up of many tribal groups who still practice animistic religions. | can tell you
that from the Malay perspective on the peninsula, they are still considered
“primitives’. But the union has worked so far, significantly because of the positive
subsidies that flow to these two provinces from the peninsula part of Malaysia,
and also because of the political space that is given the native people. As a
result, they have voted in large majority for the ruling party, Barisan National, in
the several national elections. Modern Borneo offers many surprises. Just
outside Kuching, the major city in Sarawak, a one billion-dollar state of the art
semi conductor foundry is being readied. Called First Silicon, it plans to use its
location to customers in Singapore, Taiwan and China — just an hour or two by

. air — as part of its marketing strategy. Foundries make semiconductors to order
following designs from specialized design houses or electronic companies, and
must be able to master the latest production technologies.
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And where will this Borneo operation get its high tech labor? Well, a new
university almost within walking distance has undergraduate and graduate
courses in the relevant fields. | met people in the information systems,
biotechnology and physics departments at Sarawak University — professors
recently graduated from MIT, Cal Tech and Purdue, for example. | should add
that across the S.China Sea in Peninsula Malaysia, a second advanced
technology microchip foundry, also one billion dollars, is being built across from
Penang island on the west coast. Penang is home of much of the high tech
industry out-sources from Japan and the US, and has a very strong science
university. Together, these two billion-dollar ventures will offer a bold challenge to
the rest of Asia — especially Taiwan and Singapore, for leadership in this field.

Last summer | had an opportunity to go up river from Kuching, the capital
of Sarawak, and stay in an Iban Longhouse. A long house is a multifamily
dwelling —sort of a jungle condo — a tall building faid on its side to become one
story. It has at least 20 families and is govemed by a chief — or “headman” as he
is called. It is built on stilts, which lets the air flow underneath for cooling, but
because pigs and chickens are kept there, the air seeping into the longhouse is
not the best. The headman taught me to use the blowpipe. Placing the moist
tube of the pipe to my lips, after it had been blown by several men of the village,
it crossed my mind that this, combined with thousands of other blowings over the
years, could make this a somewhat unsanitary object. But, | have learned over
the years that experiences in the developing regions of the world mandate that
thoughts of hygiene must be surpressed.

On the other hand, | found a music box powder case in a little shop that
had several objects that must have come from the home of a British planter and
his wife. Nothing less primitive can be imagined - it is the epitome of genteer and
western femininity. The story of English and European women coming to this
harsh land — to the colonies — where they aged young, as it is said, is fascinating
- filled with tales of romance, sadness, betrayal, adultery and death. No one in
my mind has captured the situation and mood of the western men and women
who found themselves in this environment better that Somerset Maugham. |
would highly recommend the collection of his short stories set in this Malay
region entitled: “Far Eastern Tales”.

Malaysia was born in the aftermath of conflict from World War Two. As
England was preparing to release its colonies in the region — Malaya and
Singapore — the first communist insurgency in Asia took place in the 1950's.
Called “The Emergency”, Chinese with the support of the Mao government in the
Peoples Republic, fought a guerrilla campaign that was defeated by the British
and the Malays by the late 1950’s. It was the first successful defeat of communist
insurgency in S.E. Asia, and might have demonstrated how important strong
support of the local population is if outside insurgency is to be defeated. Quite
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simply, the Malays view was that they were defending their country — one that
they were going to take from colonial hands and achieve their own destiny.

There are three racial groups in Malaysia, the ethnic Malays, the Chinese, and
the Indians. It is a mistake to view these groups as homogeneous. The Chinese
are mainly Hokkien, Hakka, or Cantonese. For example, | stayed at the home of
a Hokkien professor and his wife for a couple of days, in Kuala Lumpur — Lim
Teik Leung and Choo Sim (Lim being the family name). By the way — Choo
means “Pearl” in Cantonese ....and by coincidence it is also the name of the wife
of the famous Lee Kuan Yew, the strong man of Singapore. The Indians are
mainly from southern India and Sri Lanka, but also represent a variety of cultural
influences. What has brought them together in political action is the nature of the
Malay political system - a system that many would characterize as
institutionalizing discrimination. At a minimum, it is a massive preference
program, with the government rigging the economic game to favor the Malays
against the Chinese and Indians. | found that much of the political and business
discourse is dominated by this reality. A brief bit of history, and an event that still
is used to justify this racial politics.

The Riots of 1969

In 1965, Singapore and Malaysia ended their brief cohabitation as one country,
when Malaysia expelled them from the union. It really was more of a divorce than
a political act, for the prime minister of Malaysia, Tunku Abdul Rahman, actually
made the pronouncement by reciting the decree three times as is done in the
Muslim divorce ceremony. Under Malay-Muslim custom, the husband (but not the
wife) can declare “TALAK” — | divorce thee, said three times - and the deed is
done. This was a political divorce, and treated as such! There were many things
at issue — but the root of the problem was the Malay fear that the nearly 80%
Chinese population of Singapore was going to meddle in its affairs — possibly
even joining with the Malay Chinese and taking political control. This “Chinese
Problem” remains as perhaps the most divisive element in Malaysian politics —
with much of the internal political and social conflict issues flowing from it.

The ethnic issue surfaced again in a dramatic fashion in 1969. A coalition
of parties, including Parties dominated by non-Malays, mainly Chinese, had
reduced the size of the Malay controlling strength in the election. They held a
victory procession in Kuala Lumpur, and were attacked by gangs of Malays.
Officially, 196 deaths and 409 injuries were reported over a period of two and a
half weeks, although most agree this is underreported. But it left a deep and
lasting impression. To this day — including this most recent election — the specter
of the May 13™ 1969 riots are mentioned when any discussion of opposition to
the dominant Malay government coalition is offered. Quite simply — it is
unthinkable in Malaysia, that a non-Malay party or person be in majority power.




This even extends to the military and police, where only Malays are in top
positions by the national constitution!

The Malays comprise about 60% of the total population, with Chinese being
about 30% and Indians 10%. Race is very important in Malaysian politics, for the
Malays quite frankly have historically viewed the Chinese and Indians as
outsiders. The problem is that the Chinese have shown themselves to be skilled
in commerce and business, and have gained economic prominence in the
distribution of income. This, of course, can play into generating political power.

One final item is of interest in understanding the current politics in Malaysia — that
is the New Economic Policy. Instituted after the 1969 riots, it was in effect a
government preference program that would give preferences to Malays for all
types of wealth building programs, including higher education. Malays were
allocated more slots in the state universities than their population
proportion....and virtually all university education available was run through the
state. Most state supported scholarships for study outside the country went to
Malays. Malays were given employment preferences to jobs both in government
and in the large government public enterprise businesses, such as oil and autos,
chemicals, timber and rubber. Privatization schemes that sold state property and
business directed the majority to Malays, with the goal of increasing the business
ownership of this group. Firms owned by non-Malays could receive certain tax
and subsidy benefits only if they met the standards of employing the required
percentage of Malays in the workforce. Even stock shares were distributed to
Malays from the sales of nationalized colonial assets. The program was a
massive attempt to increase the wealth and standing of the Malay group to off set
the prosperity gained through the old fashioned way by the mainly Chinese
group. Of course, this gift giving also created political loyalty by the Malays to the
UMNO, the party who directed the subsidies to the BUMIPUTRA - the sons of
the soil, or Malays.

For the last 18 years, Dr. Mahathir Mohamad has been the head of UMNO, and
by this standing has also been Prime Minister. Malaysia has one quite curious
aspect of its government. In the pre colonial and colonial times, local sultans
dominated the various sections of Malaysia. The sultans still exist, and provide a
bit of moral authority and a touchstone to past tradition. Malaysia has a king —
one that is elected every five years from the group of province sultans, and who
serves as head of state to resolve constitutional impasses should they arise.

I will not go further into the New Economic Policy except to say that while there
was the not too surprising corruption that would come with large sums being
distributed through government, particularly by one party, who could select
friends and cronies for the gifts of ownership. But, there were successes as well.
The period from 1970 — 1990 was a period that saw the rise of a new Malay
middle class, including an educated elite with foreign degrees and experience.
The country gained prosperity from the rise of the Asian economies driven by
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Japanese outsourcing to the country and the rise of an electronics industry
concentrated in Penang on the western coast that included US investment. The
growth of the entire economic pie assisted the Chinese and Indians as well, and
so the economic redistribution did not take place in an environment of “| win, You
Lose — or zero sum’, as it is known.

Dr. Mahathir Mohamad rose to prominence in this ethnically charged
atmosphere. In 1970 he wrote a book entitled “The Malay Dilemma” that both
criticized the current Malay leadership, and laid out his analysis of why the
Malays were not competitive with the Chinese in business and commerce. The
book was banned in Malaysia, and published and smuggled in from Singapore.
Mahathir became a celebrity to the Malay groups who believed that the current
political leadership was not adequate to the needs of their communities against
the power of the Chinese. One of these young fervent young Malays, was a
university student named Anwar Ibrahim, the man who was to rise to deputy
prime minister and finance minister under the Mahathir govemment, and was
destined, most thought, to become the successor to Mahathir one day. But now
he sits in jail on a six-year corruption charge and is currently on trial for sodomy!

In the early 1970'’s, lbrahim, a strong Muslim idealist, was one who
illegally helped distribute copies of the banned Malay Dilemma written by
Mahathir. This began the strange journey for the two. Anwar followed a course of
leadership in Islamic party politics, and when Dr. Mahathir became premier in
1981, he selected the dynamic young Anwar to join his cabinet in order to shore
up the governments Muslim support. Anwar rose in the ranks over time, first
becoming education minister, and finally gaining the powerful post of finance
minister in 1991 and deputy premier in 1993. It was in the 1993 run for deputy
premier that the first signs of a challenge to Mahathir’s policies were seen. He
began to openly challenge corruption in the big state owned conglomerates, ones
that had developed cozy relationships with Dr. Mahathir, and involved members
of his family.

The final spark came in the Asian financial crisis of 1997. Anwar
embraced the IMF proposed policies of slashing domestic spending and raising
interest rates as part of a broader set of measures to bring the banks and
conglomerates under control. Anwar was becoming the darling of the young
suburban and educated Malays, and Mahathir saw this as a challenge to his
power base that could be fatal. He responded with his characteristic toughness.

- First he tacitly allowed publication of a book alleging that Anwar had sexual
relationships with a parade of call girls and wives of friends, and that he had
committed Sodomy.......a great taboo under Islamic law. The book showed up on
the desks of government delegates — mysteriously!! Mahathir then created a new
cabinet office of "Special Affairs”, and put his old friend Mr. Daim in place, giving
him most of the duties that previously were held by the Finance ministry.




Having isolated Anwar, he asked him to resign, and when he refused, he
installed Daim as Finance Minister and instituted currency controls — the only
Asian country to do so. Mahathir, who has gained a well-deserved reputation for
political toughness and savvy — as well as the initiator of the grand project — was
at it again. He is well known for trying to have the biggest, longest, tallest of
projects in the world. In downtown Kuala Lumpur he constructed the worlds
tallest flag pole, and a few blocks away - the Pertronas Towers, the world tallest
building. The new airport has the world's longest runway, and then there is the
world's biggest mosque! Mahathir says that this is needed: “so little people can
be proud.” Perhaps, but many of the people | talked to in Malaysia were more
impressed with the cost and money that went to companies friendly to the
government for these projects.

On September 2, 1998, Mahathir fired Anwar, and by 5:30 that evening
the electricity to his government residence was cut off. The next day the water
was cut off, forcing the family to their private residence. Anwar proceeded to hold
public rallies against the government, and after a rally of 50,000 in down town
Kuala Lumpur, Mahathir struck the final biow. Under the Intemal Security Act - a
harsh law that allows the government to arrest for actions it deems disturbing
public order, and holding meetings without a permit for example — Anwar was
arrested. He emerged from his detention, and was taken to the courtroom with a
black eye. A few days later, the chief of police admitted that he had struck Anwar.
This black eye became a cause celebre among the opposition. The court
arraigned Anwar on five counts of having “unnatural sex” and on five charges of
corruption while in government, specifically for blocking police investigations into
the sodomy case while he was Vice Premier. .

Anwar was convicted of the corruption charge, and sentenced to six years
in prison. He is currently on trial for sodomy — the trial put on hold until the recent
election of November 29, 1999 was completed. On September 10, 1999, Anwar’s
lawyers claimed that a sample of his urine smuggled out of prison and tested in
Melboume Australia, showed dangerously high levels of arsenic. They said that
Anwar was a victim of attempted poisoning by political opponents. After a period
of testing under international watchdog controls, it was proven to be incorrect.
But it shows the level of suspicion and intrigue that exist. What has happened,
and what does it mean for the future of Malaysia? A few facts about the Malay
peninsula need first to be revealed. The peninsula has some areas that are as
modern as any on earth. Kuala Lumpur is a beautiful city, possessing a dynamic
entertainment and cultural base. The young people there are so cutting edge in
trends that it is a US saying among teenagers that doing something very modern
is “going Malaysia.” English is taught in all of the schools, and the Internet is
widely used. Malaysia is “on Line”. In fact, | didn’t carry a computer while in
Malaysia, because | was able to find an Intemet café in virtually every place |
visited — including Borneo!
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The northern provinces are quite different from the urban hip southern
ones. Kelantan, Perlis, Terengganu and Kedah, all have populations of over 80
percent Malay, and are rural and of a more fundamental Islamic nature. In fact,
the only province controlled before this last election by PAS, the Islamic party,
was Kelantan in the very northeast. PAS has called for rule by Islamic law, for
example. On a visit in August to Kota Bharu the largest city in Kelantan, | stayed
in a hotel that had the swimming pool closed because PAS said that women and
men could not swim in the same pool. You can find stores that have checkout
lines for women separate from men, and women on the streets wear the tudung,
or headscarf, and a long dress with long sleeves. It is very different from the chic
fashionable non-muslim ladies seen in the clubs of KL.

The point is that there are cultural conflicts in Malaysia, based on urban, rural,
educated, and less so, Islamic fundamental and not so, and racial categories. It
is a complicated political environment, ruled since its inception by coalitions
under majority Malay control. This last election put this control to one of its most
stern tests.

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad was up to his usual political gamesmanship.
By Malaysian law, the parliamentary elections had to be held by the end of May
2000. Mahathir kept everyone guessing as to when the election would be held,
for once it is called, there are only three weeks to campaign and vote. The
opposition was forming ever since the sacking of Anwar. Anwar's wife, Wan
Azizah lamail had started an opposition party — the Justice Party - that appealed
to the younger and more educated urban voters. The Islamic Party of Malaysia -
PAS, which had already gained control of Kelantan in the last election, joined in
the opposition in a loose alliance with the Justice Party, the Democratic Action
Party, DAP and a small third party called the Malaysian Peoples Party. It was a
weak opposition, made up of a party that wants Islamic law (PAS) and a party
that wants a more open Malaysia (DAP). But there was an opposition, poorly
financed and without the control of patronage, media and the state apparatus. It
had a big up hill battle. Mahathir, the savvy politician, sensed that it was time to
strike before the opposition politics could gain momentum. He also made the
move before approximately 680,000 new, young, and potential opposition voters
could be registered to vote in this election.

Mahathir dissolved parliament on November 11" and called for elections
for the end of November. He was supposed to be going to South Africa for a
meeting, but canceled his trip at the last minute to call Malaysia’s 10" general
election since independence in 1957. He hoped to catch the opposition in
disarray, and maintain the two-thirds majority that his coalition held in parliament.
The election resuits of November 29 seemed to show that Mahathir had again
scored a resounding victory, winning 148 of the 193 seats at stake.

But this time, Mahathir may have celebrated too soon. A ook at the details
of the results, where the devil always lies, shows a more complicated tale. The
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old-line Malay United Malay National Organization power base has been
significantly eroded. In the 1995 election it received 65% of the votes cast, but
this time it slipped to 56%, with the total vote for government candidates falling in
every state on the peninsula. UMNO as a party won 74 parliamentary seats
compared with the 94 that they held before the election, and they came very
close to losing additional seats in what have been traditional strongholds around
KL. In fact, without the support of ethnic Chinese, many of these seats would
have been lost. PAS gained control over an additional northern province,
Terengganu, and increased its seats from 8 to 27, while losing only one
contested seat in the two northern provinces. Anwar’s wife, Wan Azizah Ismail,
was elected from her husband's old constituency.

But of special significance is the fact that the non-Malay parties in the
government's national front coalition in parliament, have gained increased
importance and leverage in the political process. UMNO must now worry much
more about consensus within the coalition that it has heretofore dominated.

Note: This paper is a result of a Summer Fulbright-Hays grant to Malaysia and
Singapore in 1999. The views expressed in this article are those of the author
alone and do not reflect the views of the administering and funding agencies.




Fulbright Project
Report

In completion of the requirements for the Fulbright-Hays program;
Malaysia/Singapore, July 3 — August 15, 1999

My original project statement on application to the Fulbright-Hays Seminar to
Malaysia/Singapore stated four goals for my participation in the seminar and field trip.
These goals were based on my academic involvement and interésts, and were formulated
from the perspective of the great opportunity for direct experience and contacts that the
Seminar would provide. They were:

Goal 1. To continue to update and improve the undergraduate Honors
module on Asian economic and politics

Goal 2. To augment the Economies of the Pacific Rim semester course (3
credits) with slides and video from Malaysia and Singapore.

Goal 3. To create a summer study tour to Malaysia/Singapore.

Goal 4. To use direct experience afforded by the seminar, including meeting
colleagues from Malaysia and Singapore and establishing e-mail links, to
benefit student advising and assist curriculum development in the
university’s international area studies program.

As is expected in any project under development, there have been some changes in
timing due to new opportunities that developed both during and after the application and
trip. But the basic goals have been maintained in terms of curriculum and course
development and program and student enhancement. I will not include the individual
lectures mentioned in

Goal 1. Course development and enhancement: The Executive MBA and Honors
Program

I was asked to create a four hour lecture on the economies of Malaysia and
Singapore for our university’s executive MBA program, to be presented in early
September, 1999, three weeks after our return from the program. This lecture was
prepared and presented. It included:

SINGAPORE
Brief history of Singapore since 1945

Government structure and decision making
Government challenges in transition
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Economic policy in Singapore — the Asian crisis reaction
Issues of race and culture

Government social and economic regulation

Challenges for the millennium

MALAYSIA

Brief history of Malaysia since 1945

Government Structure and decision making

Government challenges in transition — issues in the current election
Economic Policy in Malaysia — the Asian crisis reaction

Issues of race and culture

Government social and economic regulation

Challenges for the millennium

ISSUES OF CONFLICT and DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN MALAYSIA AND
SINGAPORE

Politics
Economics
Race and Culture

THE MAJOR TECHNOLOGY THRUST FOR THE 21°" CENTURY

Information technology and economic political and social challenges

(in this section I used the Cyberjaya and Putrajaya projects in Malaysia to document the
direction and depth of commitment to this technological change. I was able to obtain the
Cyberjaya promotional video during the Fulbright trip, and also gain access to the
PowerPoint slides used for the lecture made to our group at Cyber Jaya). Singapore’s
efforts as the most wired country in Asia are also examined.

B. Honors Module Development

I have placed my honors module in the spring semester, 2000, and will use the five weeks
to focus on the issues raised in the executive MBA outline. The backdrop will be the
Asian economic crisis and how it began. Singapore and Malaysia will then be used as the
case study for two different reactions to the crisis, and different internal challenges and
threats caused by the economic instability. Malaysia is the only Asian country to impose
capital controls as an attempt to stop the flight of capital from the country. Singapore,
although negatively impacted by the regional economic collapse, maintained a more open
financial position, and as a result became a location that was viewed as a safe haven for
financial activity. It thus strengthened its claim to be the regional banking and financial
center.
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Goal 2. The Economies of the Pacific Rim Enhancement

This course is offered every other year, so will be presented in 2001, spring semester. I
have taken over 400 slides and also video camera selections from the trip, and am editing
this material for inclusion into the course. I will also use some of this for the Honors
module described above. The information concerning current political challenges in
Singapore and Malaysia is also very important as an addition to this course.

Goals 3 and 4. Participation in a school of business grant and a study tour

I was contacted before leaving for Malaysia that colleagues at the school of business had
received a Department of Education grant designed to strengthen international studies in
our business school. My participation involved designing a module for middle level
management in information technology businesses in the central Virginia region who
wished to learn on the opportunities that existed for trade and partnerships in SE Asia. I
was asked to use my Fulbright travel and contacts in Malaysia and Singapore to assist in
organizing this seminar.

I have organized three video conferencing programs with contacts made in Malaysia,
assisted by the program and MACEE . The US Embassy, through their commercial
section will put on a one hour video conference in which they will cover the commercial
opportunities and economic outlook of the local economy. They will also participate in a
question and answer session. Second, the Multimedia Super Corridor associated with the
major Malaysian effort — Cyberjaya — will also participate in a video conference,
explaining the nature of the project, opportunities for U.S. business investment, and
opportunities for partnering with Malaysian firms in research and development. While on
the Fulbright Tour, I was given the promotional video for the Multi media Super Corridor
(MSC), which will be used to start a segment of my program.

The intended follow up for this grant is to take selected business leaders to the locations
presented in the Seminars, both to gain direct experience and to create actual networking
opportunities for potential business ventures. I have been using the itinerary that was
provided us in the Fulbright Seminar to good advantage in this aspect of the program. I
have also drawn upon the experienced gained in a previous Fulbright-Hays program in
Indonesia, where I created a study tour to that country based upon the locations and
contacts gained from the field experience.

The preliminary plans for this tour — to be conducted in 2001, will be to focus on the
multimedia business opportunities and ventures in both Malaysia and Singapore. In
Malaysia, we will spend time in Kuala, Lumpur, where we will visit and interact with the
Multimedia Super Corridor and Cyber Jaya and Putra Jaya complexes. We will set up
seminars and meetings with potential business partners and government officials.




Penang, a stop on our Fulbright tour, will be an important location for our tour. It has
long been a center of electronic and multimedia business and research. The educational
environment is very supportive of this business, and we will take advantage of the
excellent faculty at the Science University there. Because of the existence of several U.S.
firms in residence there, we will be able to provide much direct experience to our group.
The Fulbright tour has given me the opportunity to collect e-mail addresses and contacts
that make this venture possible. The assistance of the local coordinator in Panang, who
was our leader for the Fulbright program there, has been very important for this effort.

Finally, we will spend time in Singapore, called the “most wired city in the world” by
some. Like Malaysia, it has made a major commitment to electronic and high tech
multimedia business and commerce. I have used the contacts gained there to establish
connections with several business and government groups that will serve to assist our fact
finding and networking efforts. Between the two countries, our participants will
experience a rich experience, perhaps unparalleled anywhere in the world.

Conclusion

I have found use for almost every aspect of the Fulbright-Hays Seminar to Malaysia and
Singapore. This includes academic course development and enhancement, program
development and student assistance. I have not mentioned the several talks that I have
given to community groups based on this Fulbright trip. I also will incorporate
information and slides from the trip in a series of lectures I will present aboard a ship
traveling through the region of SE Asia in early January, 2000. The lecture I call Politics
Running Amok in Malaysia: The Real Wild Man of Borneo”, is based on the information
and follow-up reading that I gained from the Fulbright seminars.
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Introduction

Malaysia and Singapore are remarkable for many reasons, not least of which is
their rapid economic development. As former colonies and developing countries, they
have truly earned their reputations as economic miracles, even in the light of the
economic crisis that has plagued much of Asia since 1997. These countries are also
remarkable in the high levels of peace and security that they have achieved in societies
which are characterized by deep ethnic, religious, and linguistic divisions. Ethnic
warfare and religious conflict are all too common in the world, and the leaders of these
countries have constructed politics which have allowed them to escape the strife that
unfortunately characterizes some of their neighbors. That they have done so within a
basically democratic framework is even more remarkable. ~

This summer (1999) | was privileged to participate in a U.S. Department of Education
sponsored Fulbright-Hays Summer Seminar in Malaysia and Singapore, which took
place from July 3" to August 16™.  Our group of sixteen Fulbrighters comprised
professors from a variety of disciplines and institutions throughout the United States,
and included as well three secondary school teachers and a librarian. During our six
weeks in Malaysia and Singapore we were presented with forty-four formal lectures and
briefings from government ministers, university chancellors, prominent academics, legal
experts, business consultants, writers, artists, dancers, a senator, the political affairs
officer from the US Embassy, and the U.S. Ambassador to Malaysia. On each of these
occasions we had the opportunity to raise as many questions as we could (and we
raised many, many questions), leading to much fruitful and fascinating discussion.

Our seminar was not dominated solely by lectures and briefings though. We
also traveled throughout the two countries extensively by airplane, ferry boat, bus, taxi,
pedi-cab, longboat and foot. We visited government ministries, parliaments, urban
planning offices, four universities and three schools, high technology centers, a
women’s association, more than one company headquarters, factories and cultural
centers. We wandered through Chinese, Indian and Malay ethnic neighborhoods,
toured public housing facilities, temples, shrines, mosques and museums, saw tin
mines, palm oil plantations, rubber plantations, rainforest, and clearcut former forests,
hiked in a national park in an old growth rainforest, visited an Orangutan reserve,
relaxed at two beautiful beach resorts, spent two days and a night visiting an Iban tribal
long-house in Sarawak (Borneo), spent two days individually visiting and staying with a
local host family, and had a feast with the American Ambassador to Malaysia.

Our hosts at the Malaysian-American Commission for Educational Exchange
treated us with remarkable hospitality, consideration and courtesy, going far beyond
the normal call of duty in accommodating us during our visit. We were put up in first
class hotels, and | believe that our hosts thought it was their patriotic duty to ensure




that we tasted every possible delicacy from their rich and wonderfully varied cuisine.
The food was simply fabulous, and | am afraid that despite plenty of opportunities to
sweat it off, we all came back weighing significantly more than we had on our arrival.

In short, this was a very positive and profound experience along multiple
dimensions. | learned a lot about Malaysia and Singapore from this seminar in a direct,
experiential and structured way. The multi-disciplinary approach in the seminar was
very useful in providing me with a grounding in Malaysian and Singaporean culture and
society, and the opportunity to travel throughout much of Malaysia and Singapore was
both wonderful and vitally important. Finally, but not least, the opportunity to meet,
hear from and talk to the wide range of educators, academics, officials, cultural elites,
legal experts, business consultants, and ordinary people on the street was profoundly
educational. My participation in this seminar provided me with a solid foundation for
further reading, research, and teaching on Malaysia and Singapore in my Politics of
Developing Areas course.

The Curriculum Project

This project is designed to fit into a semester long course (16 weeks) on Politics
in Developing Areas. In this course, we examine the dynamics, trajectories, problems,
and controversies of political and economic development, by looking at three case
studies. These include Nigeria, Peru, and Malaysia. | would like to include Singapore
as well, but given the time necessary to explore the other cases, have decided to defer
a discussion of Singapore for now. This course will meet two days per week, and each
class period is for one hour and fifteen minutes. | have planned for nine class periods, -
plus one review period for the section on Malaysia. The class periods include the
following topics: geographic setting, history, economic development (two classes),
ethnicity, the political system (two lectures), the Anwar crisis, and the 1999
parliamentary elections.

1) Geographic Setting

Objectives: the primary purpose of this section is to inform students about some of the
basic geographic conditions in Malaysia, and to demonstrate how geography impacts
on both economic development and politics.

Strategies / Procedures / Teaching Techniques: In this section, | will use a
combination of lecture and discussion. The section will include the display of several
maps, the use of a computer with a projector to display sections from a CD ROM, and
the viewing of slides taken by the instructor.

28



Core questions about this section include

1. How does Malaysia’s terrain shape settiement and agricultural production?

2 How has location affected Malaysia's history as a trading station, and a target for
European colonialism?

3. How does Malaysia’s natural resource endowments shape its economy?

4. How does Malaysia’s geography shape it's political system?

In class materials for this section include wall maps of South East Asia, and folding
maps of Malaysia, Peninsular Malaysia, Sarawak and Sabah which | collected. In
addition, the CIA publishes several maps on Malaysia, which can be accessed through
the government documents section of the university’s library, or on-line at the
University of Texas, Perry Casteneda Map Collection: Map Resources on Malaysia:
http:/iwww.lib.utexas.edu/Libs/PCL/Map collection/malaysia.html These include:

Malaysia (Political) 1998 (258K)

Malaysia (Political) 1989 (168K)

Malaysia (Shaded Relief) 1998 (323K)

Malaysia (Small Map) 1999 (83K) ‘
Malaysia: Administrative Divisions 1998 (323K)
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| also intend to show a brief segment from a CD ROM: Malaysia: Adventures with
Nature, Malaysia Tourism Board, (see the web-site at: http://www.tourism.gov.my).
Finally, | will show slides that | took, including views of mountainous terrain in northern
peninsular Malaysia, the eastern seaboard, thickly forested hillsides, clear-cut logging,
log trucks, palm oil plantations, rubber trees, mangrove swamps in Sarawak, highways,
bridges, and city scape views of Kuala Lumpur.

Evaluation methods: students will turn in @ map assignment, locating prominent
places and landscape features on a blank map of Malaysia which can be made by
tracing a small map and reproducing it.

2) Historical background

Objectives: The main objective of this section is to provide students with a brief
overview of historical factors and conditions which have shaped present day Malaysia
with a focus on political factors. This will include discussion of the following major
historical periods: initial settlement, trade settlements, British colonial rule, World War
Two and the Japanese occupation, return of the British, transition to independence,
independence, and post-independence.
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Strategies / Procedures / Teaching Techniques for this section include lecture and
discussion based on an assigned reading.

Core questions about this section include:

1. How have Malaysia’'s population characteristics been shaped by trade, mining,
rubber plantations, and colonialism?

What are the political and social legacies of British colonialism?

How did Malaysia achieve independence?

How were Sarawak and Sabah integrated into the Malaysian Federation?
Why did Singapore leave the Malaysian Federation?

aOrhON

Assigned readings for this class session will include Andaya and Andaya, A History
of Malaysia, Chapter 7: The Forging of a Nation, 1957-80, pp. 265-298.

Background reading for this lecture will include Andaya and Andaya, A History of
Malaysia, Chapter 5: “The Making of ‘British’ Malaya,” 1874-1919, Chapter 6: “The
Functioning of a Colonial Society,” 1919-57, especially pp. 207-219, pp. 240-261. | will
also use Edmund Terence Gomez and Jomo K.S. Malaysia's Political Economy :
Politics, Patronage, and Profits, Cambridge ; New York : Cambridge University Press,
1997, Chapter 2, “The Colonial Legacy.”

3) Economic characteristics of Malaysia (Two lectures)

Objectives: to provide an overview of Malaysia’s economic development. The main
issues will include a statistical profile which will provide a general picture of Malaysia’s
economy, including GNP, trade, quality of life indicators (life expectancy, infant / under
5 mortality, literacy, poverty, etc.), and the distribution of wealth within Malaysia. This
section will also include a review of Malaysia’s economic growth and economic
development policies, with discussion of the diversification of the primary commodity
sectors, industrial development strategies, the NEP, high technology development
strategies (The Multi-Media Super Corridor). This section will conclude with a
discussion of the 1997 economic crisis and recovery policies, Prime Minister Mahathir’s
criticisms of the IMF, currency speculators, and liberal international financial market
assumptions, Malaysia’s solutions to the crisis, and criticism of the Malaysian solution.

Strategies / Procedures / Teaching Techniques for this section includes a
combination of lectures, discussion of assigned readings, examination of economic
data provided in a handout to the students, and examination of web-sites using a
computer and projector.
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Core questions about this section include:

1. What are Malaysia’'s basic economic conditions?

2. How has the NEP affected politics in Malaysia?

3. What accounts for Malaysia's rapid economic growth?

4. What accounts for Malaysia’s economic crisis in. 19977

5. How can we best understand Malaysia's economic recovery?

Assigned readings for this section include: Jomo, K.S., ed. Tigers in Trouble: Financial
Governance, Liberalisation and Crises in East Asia, Chapter Eight, “Malaysia: From
Miracle to Debacle,” pp. 181-198; Asiaweek, “The Good Times Keep Rolling:
Malaysia's robust economy holds the skeptics at bay,” by Assif Shameen, November
26, 1999 Vol. 25 No. 47; “Vision 2020, The Way Forward,” which can be found at:
wwwi.jaring. my/isis/mbc/2020.htm .

Background reading for lectures on this section include: Edmund Terence Gomez and
Jomo K.S. Malaysia's Political Economy: Politics, Patronage, and Profits, Cambridge ;
New York : Cambridge University Press, 1997, Chapter 3, “The New Economic Policy”;
Jomo, K.S., ed. Tigers in Trouble: Financial Governance, Liberalisation and Crises in
East Asia, Chapter One, Introduction, Financial Governance, Liberalization and Crises
in East Asia, pp. 1-32. In addition, there are several useful articles that can be
accessed from newspapers on-line which will provide material on the economic crisis
and Malaysia's economic policies. For a critical view, see “Mahathir’s Re-Election
Does Not Impress Foreign Fund Managers,” by Wayne Arnold, The New York Times,
December 4, 1999.

4) Ethnicity in Malaysian society (One lecture)
Obijectives: to introduce the ethnic dimension in Malaysian politics and society.

Strategies / Procedures / Teaching Techniques for this section include lecture and
discussion.

Core questions for this section include:

What are the major ethnic groups in Malaysia®?

How does ethnicity shape politics in Malaysia?

Why was the riot of 1969 important?

What kinds of policies have been promoted by the Malaysian government in order
to improve the economic status of the majority Malay population?

HOON =
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Assigned Readings for this section are Harold Crouch, Government and Society in

Malaysicn COBRIRLAaABRIAHY Y ReURESiGRARIAE R, Politics and Society before 1970;

Background Reading includes: Fernando, Lloyd, Green is the Colour, Landmark
Books, Singapore, 1993.

5) The Political System (two lectures)

Objectives: to explain the formal workings of the political system in Malaysia,
including the constitutional structure, the parliamentary system, the executive authority
of the prime minister, the electoral system, and political parties.

Strategies / Procedures / Teaching Techniques for this section include lectures and
discussion, examination of Malaysian government web-sites and web-sites for political
parties in class using a computer and projector. Student will also give in-class reports
on assigned political parties. -

Core questions for this section include:

1. Given the difficulties of managing multi-ethnic societies, how can we explain
Malaysia’s political stability?

2. What are the political controls that are utilized by the government, and how do they
work?

3. What are the “institutional pillars” that sustain the political system, ghd how do they

work?

How has the ruling coalition party been able to stay in power for so long?

Why has Prime Minister Mahathir been able to stay in power for so long?

How does the electoral system in Malaysia contribute to the dominance of the ruling

coalition party?

7. How are the main ethnic groups in Malaysia integrated into the political parties that
make up the ruling coalition?

8. How are opposition parties marginalized?

9. How does the legal system reinforce the political power of the ruling coalition?

2SS

Assigned readings for this section include Harold Crouch, Government and Society in
Malaysia, Chapter 3, The Government; Chapter 4, Opposition Parties and Elections;
Chapter 5, Political Controls; Chapter 8, The Institutional Pillars of the State. In
addition, students will be asked to access web-sites for major political parties in
Malaysia, which are linked to Governments on the WWW, Malaysia, at
www.aksoft.com/govt/en/my.html . This site links to all of the main political parties in
Malaysia, including
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United Malays National Organisation (UMNO)

Malaysian Chinese Association (MCA)

Malaysian Indian Congress (MIC) http://www.mic.malaysia.ora/

Parti Gerakan Rakyat Malaysia (GRM)

People's Progressive Party of Malaysia (Baru) (PPP)

Parti Rakyat Bersatu Sarawak [Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP)]
Parti Maju Sabah [Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP)]

AKAR BERSATU [United People's Justice Party]

. Parti Demokratik Sabah (PDS)

10. Parti Islam SeMalaysia (PAS)

11. Parti Keadilan Nasional (KeADILan)

12. Democratic Action Party (DAP) http://www.malaysia.net/dap/enet.htm
13. Parti Rakyat Malaysia (PRM)
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Unfortunately, only a few of these have English language pages on their web-sites.

Background reading includes Edmund Terence Gomez and Jomo K.S. Malaysia's
Political Economy : Politics, Patronage, and Profits, Cambridge ; New York : Cambridge
University Press, 1997, especially, Chapter 5, “The New Rich,” and Chapter 7,
“Politics, Policies and Patronage.”

6) The Anwar Crisis (One lecture)

Objectives: to examine a political crisis, which seemingly had the potential to split the
ruling coalition and alter the balance of power in Malaysian politics.

Strategies / Procedures / Teaching Techniques for this section include a
combination of lectures and discussion, along with student reports based on
newspaper coverage of the event. Students will be assigned to follow the story from
different news sources (The Straits Times, The New Straits Times, The Far Eastern
Economic Review, The New York Times, Asiaweek, etc., and to give class
presentations on their findings.

Core questions about this section include:

What does the Anwar situation say about political power sharing in Malaysia?
What does the Anwar trial tell us about the legal system in Malaysia?

What is the internal political impact of the Anwar situation?

What is the external political impact of the Anwar situation?

hON =

Assigned readings for this section include “The Dismissal & Trials of Anwar Ibrahim,”
with web-links to news sources, on Internet Resources: Malaysia
httg://newton.uor.edullkpartments&ProgLams/AsianStudienggtlmaIaisia.html,
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AsiaTimes archive of (as of December 1999) 137 news stories on Anwar at
www.atimes.com , and additional news sources on the Anwar situation, available on
line and through Nexis-Lexis.

7) Elections: Press reports and analysis of the 1999 Parliamentary
Elections (One lecture)

Obijectives: to explore the implications of the November 29, 1999 Parliamentary
elections in Malaysia.

Strategies / Procedures / Teaching Techniques include a combination of lecture and
discussion, along with student reports based on news coverage of the election.

Core questions about this section include:

1. Does the election represent a continuation of the status quo?

2. Does the split in the Malay vote have serious consequences for the continued
stability of the UMNO dominated ruling coalition®

3. Why did Chinese voters support the MCA and UMNO so strongly in this election?

4. What effect did the Anwar situation have on the election?

Assigned Readings for this section include several on-line sources. The election
results are posted on-line at CNN, at
httg:l/ww.cnn.comlWORLDlelection.watchlasiagcflmalayiigi\tml . In addition, there
are a series of articles on the election in Asiaweek at
httg:llww.cnn.com/ASIANOWlasiaweek/ these include, “A Popularity Contest: The
government confronts the opposition - and Anwar's shadow - in the run-up to the polls,”
by Sangwon Suh, November 26, 1999 Vol. 25 No. 47: “After the Nominations:
Lobbying, Maneuvering and Accusing on the Eve of the Elections,” by Sangwon Suh
and Arjuna Ranawana, December 3, 1999 Vol. 25 No. 48; “The Great Divide: For the
first time, a Malay government faces a Malay opposition,” by Sangwon Suh and Arjuna
Ranawana, December 10, 1999 Vol. 25 No. 49; “Behind The Smile . . . Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad faces a startling change in his country’s political landscape,” by
Arjuna Ranawana, December 10, 1999 Vol. 25 No. 49.

Articles from the Far Eastern Economic Review can be accessed at
http://www.feer.com/ and recent articles on the election include “Malaysia: Juggernaut,”
by Simon Elegant in Kuala Lumpur with S. Jayasankaran November 25, 1999, and
“Wake-up Call,” by S. Jayasankaran and Michael Vatikiotis, December 9, 1999.

| will also ask students to read The COMMON MANIFESTO of the Barisan Alternativ /
Alternative Front: “Towards a Just Malaysia,” at
http://www.malaysia.net/dap/ba-mani.htm#1 . Additional news articles are available on-
line and through Lexis-Nexis.

Q
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10
Additional Evaluation

At the conclusion of this five week section on Malaysia, | will ask the students to
write a take home essay based on the readings, lectures, and presentations.

A Final Note on Resources

The briefings that were provided to the Fulbright Seminar group have been
enormously useful in my preparations for this project. | have about 60 pages of notes
that | will use extensively in my lecture preparations for the section on Malaysia in my
Politics of Developing Areas course. Unfortunately, | have not transcribed these into a
computer readable format, and that makes it difficult to share these notes in this
curriculum development project. For that reason | have not included them as part of
the background readings cited above.
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PATTERNS OF URBAN GEOGRAPHY
A COMPARISON OF CITIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND
THE UNITED STATES

Robert J. Czemiak, Associate Professor
New Mexico State University
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this exercise is to help students learn about the differences and commonalities of
land development patterns in the United States and Southeast Asian cities. They will do this
using the following steps: identify urban land use patterns, analyze a limited number of the urban
characteristics and speculate about the factors that may have caused the patterns to occur.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

The exercise has six learning objectives. Upon completion of the exercise the student should be
able to:

1. Identify land use patterns of urban development.

2 Describe the locations, sizes and shapes of the development patterns.

3. Identify the differences and similarities in the development patterns between a western City
and a city in southeast Asia.

4. Speculate why the differences and similarities may occur

5. Discuss what these patterns may mean in terms of journey to work, neighborhoods, land
values and environmental quality.

BACKGROUND--Discussion Of Qualitative /Descriptive Urban Land Use Models

Cities around the world exhibit distinct patterns of spatial organization. The patterns are derived
from three sets of factors. First, the patterns are influenced by environmental factors such as
topography, climate and vegetation. Second, they are affected by cultural influences for example
religious or social values. Finally, the spatial patterns are derived from the geography of
infrastructure systems, transportation systems, and perceptions of how land should be
developed.

Different regions of the world exhibit individual patterns of urban geography. Some of the
better known models of US and European urban land use are the Concentric Zone (Park,
Burgess and McKenzie), the Sector (Hoyt), the Multiple Nuclei (Harris and Ullman), and the
Polycentric (Mueller). For Latin American Cities the best known models are the Inverted
Concentric Zone | (Ford and Griffin) and the Border City (Arreola). The Asian city has its own
model too (McGee).
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The development patterns of many cities in Southeast Asia were historically influenced by
European nations and the United States. After World War I1, this influence was even stronger
because of increased economic trade with the west. In addition many of the urban planners and
decision makers in these countries were educated in the planning and development philosophies
of Britain and the United States. As we approach the beginning of the 21% century, younger
elected officials and the technical staffs of urban planning departments throughout Southeast
Asia are beginning to ask the question, “What does it mean to be a Southeast Asia city? How is
it different from the western models?”

PROCEDURE
The exercise involves the following steps:

1) Read two maps from the following urban areas-Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Las Vegas,
Nevada, USA.

2) Identify the specific information requested below for each map:

a) Describe the road systems of each city in terms of its general patterns (it may be a
combination) -grid, radial, random, combination, b) What is the general shape of the total
urbanized area-square, circular, rectangular; d) What is the land area of the city,

¢) gross population density-divide the given population by the calculated city area,

d) How would you describe the general development pattern-monocentric, multiple nuclet,
polycentric (Use the attached models as guides)

3) Discuss the commonalites and variations in the patterns observed for each city. Give
examples when appropriate.

4) For each common element or variation, discuss possible reasons for their existence.

RESOURCES

The maps for the exercise are enclosed (you may use another American city if the population is
close to 2 million people.) There is bibliography which addresses many of the issues discusses
in the exercise at the end of this document. There are also a number of web sites that have
supporting information. The map web sites are particularly useful in providing the road detail
for both Las Vegas and Kuala Lumpur.

PRODUCTS
Students should produce a written report which provides the requested information from
procedure steps 1-4. All math calculations and map analysis should be included as appendices to

the report.

The following pages are the material given to students.
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COMPARISON OF URBAN LAND USE PATTERNS
IN A SOUTHEAST ASIAN CITY
TO LAND USE PATTERNS IN AN URBAN AREA
IN THE UNITED STATES
SCENARIO

You have been hired by an international consulting firm that wants to break into the Asian land
use planning and development market. The firm has been successful for over 20 years in the
United States helping to locate and develop large shopping centers, new residential

developments and mixed use developments and industrial facilities. In order to be successful in
Asia the firm must understand how development patterns in the United States are similar and
how they differ from patterns in SE Asia. The firm must also understand why the patterns exist.
Your task is to provide the initial analysis of city land use comparisons that will provide the basis
for further studies. From this work the firm will develop a master marketing strategy to
approach government and private sector clients.

The consulting organization is relying on you to give them solid information and analysis on
Kuala Lumpur as a case study. The senior partners have selected Las Vegas, Nevada - one of the
fastest growing cities in the United States as the comparison city. The City of Las Vegas was
chosen because the firm has been successful in obtaining a number of contracts there.

Your assignment involves the following steps:

1) Read two maps from the following urban areas-Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (Population 1.5
million); Las Vegas, Nevada, USA (Population 1.2 million).
2) Identify the specific information requested below for each map:

a) Describe the road systems of each city in terms of its general patterns (it may be a
combination) -grid, radial, random, combination, You may look up other maps to
obtain more detailed road information. There are maps on the web that will help
you do this. See the bibliography at the end of your assignment.

b) What is the general shape of the total urbanized area-square, circular, rectangular;

¢) What is the land area of the city, Obtain an approximation by measuring the
length and width of city on the map. Your instrutor will help you convert the
scale.

d) gross population density-divide the given population by the calculated city area.

e) How would you describe the general development pattern-monocentric, multiple
nuclei, polycentric (Use the attached models as guides)

3) Discuss the commonalities and variations in the patterns observed for each city. Give
examples when appropriate.
4) For each common element or variation, discuss possible reasons for their existence.

PRODUCTS

You should produce a written report which provides the requested information from procedure
steps 1-4. All math calculations and map analysis should be included as appendices to the report.

Q
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MAP 1: LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

0.5 inch represents one mile

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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MAP 2: KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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MODEL 2: Multiple Nuclei (Source: After Harris and Ullman, 1945)
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MODEL 4: Polycentric Model (Soruce: Yeates, 1990)
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The Domestic and Foreign Effects of the Politics of Modernization in
Malaysia

Henry D. Fearnley, Ph.D.

Malaysia's pursuit of a policy of modernization has set in motion domestic forces that
threaten the integrity of the current regime and have resulted in a posture of ambivalence
toward the West and the United States, in particular.

There is no doubt that Malaysia has unequivocally committed its physical, economic, and
intellectual resources to the process of modernization in its most advanced form. For
instance, in terms of the technology of globalization - the information revolution- the
government of Prime Minister Mahathir has set the nation on a path that will place it
firmly within the frontiers of this new world order. On the Southwest edge of Kuala
Lumpur, rising out of the felled forests of palm oil trees, there is a carefully and
ambitiously planned Malaysian version of Silicon Valley. Fifteen kilometers wide and 50
kilometers long, the purpose of this Multimedia Super Corridor, as the project is formally
named, is to create within it the city of Cyberjaya, a" multimedia utopia" designed to
challenge the technological giants of Asia and perhaps those beyond. In the words of the
government's literature, Cyberjaya will be an intelligent city with multimedia industries,
R&D centers, a Multimedia university and operational headquarters for multinationals
wishing to direct their worldwide manufacturing and trading activities using multimedia
technology'

The Research and development center of Cyberjaya will be the second largest outside of
Japan. The campus of this twenty-first century city is called the incubator, where new
ideas are hatched and nurtured. In a way, it is the incubator of a new Malaysia, for it is
from here that the country, in the words of the government's promotional literature, will
"leapfrog into the information age"

Within this 750 sq. kilometer piece of cleared land and on the opposite side of an
anticipated superhighway that will pass through the center of the Supercorridor, rises
Malaysia's new 11,300 acre administrative capital city, Putrajaya. This new capital
promises to be, if the government's goals are realized, one of the most wired cities in the
world, one that, we are told, will be the first administrative capital to carry out completely
the business of governance electronically.

To the south is Kuala Lumpur International Airport, modern and still underutilized,
because it is built not for the present, but for the sleek affluent future that Mahathir's
government envisions for Malaysia. To the North, in Kuala Lumpur itself, urban planners
have already carried out highly impressive preliminary plans to turn the current capital, in
their words, into a "world class city" - perhaps even the first city of Asia.’
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The assumptions that lay behind the building of these plans are also the assumptions
driving the government's forward thinking vision for the entire country. Normal industrial
growth is no longer enough to create wealth, argue those who are building the future.
There is, after all, too much competition within the region. And while becoming simply a
follower and a user of Western technology provides more hope of a brighter future, it is
still not enough, they say. What the architects of this vision anticipate is nothing less than

" aleading technological role for Malaysia. Only this, said one spokesman for the MSC, will
provide the "big payoff. nt '

Reinforcing these plans for the future of Malaysia are the "smart schools" concept of the
country's education program. The plan has not been implemented as rapidly as
government statistics would suggest, perhaps due to the economic downturn of 1997, but
when it is fully realized, it calls for the computerization of the nation's school system ( 1
computer for every 2 students by 2002) and the full introduction of the Internet into the
classroom.

In fact, as part of the modernizing process, the government of Prime Minister Mahathir
has correctly identified education at all levels as being the key to unlock the capacity and
resources of the Malaysian people. Toward that end, Malaysia has embarked on a fairly
substantial project to expose large numbers of Malaysian students to both domestic higher
education and the educational systems and expertise of the West. As of 1998, over
220,000 Malaysian students have graduated from western universities,” and 14,000
students are currently enrolled in U.S. institutions of higher education.® After all, as
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Ghazally Ismail of the University of Malaysia, Sarawak has
stated, students coming out of the university must be global players.”

These examples of the modernization of Malaysia's infrastructure are part of a broader
program that has been given the name "Vision 2020", and whose basic outlines were
enunciated by Dr. Mahathir in early 1991. Vision 2020 has served as the blueprint for the
evolution of this modernization process during the last 9 years.

Unquestionably, then, there is, in Malaysian society today, the aroma of change. And it is
precisely here that there lies a dialectical dilemma for those who now govern the country.
The dilemma is that the recognition by Malaysia's pragmatic leadership of the need to
adopt western style modernization has the potential of clashing with domestic political,
ethnic, and cultural forces at work in the country that could undermine the government's
power.

It can be argued that the paternalistic and somewhat authoritarian government of Dr.
Mahathir survives, as does a fragile social consensus, as long as the economy remains
healthy. If the economy should turn sour, there is the chance of social and political
upheaval, which is why Dr. Mahathir correctly resisted IMF pressures during the 1997
economic crisis. In order to keep Malaysia's economy healthy, Mahathir must continue to
embrace modernization, industrialization, and, ultimately, globalization if that is the name
of the game. At the same time, these changes, including the information and technological
revolution, have the potential for undermining the foundations on which governmental
power in Malaysia has been based, especially in the last two decades. In this connection,
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as we shall see, the westernation of Malaysia is viewed by Islamic traditionalists in
Malaysian society as a threat. Such perceptions have far reaching political ramifications.

. Also, a fiercely competitive globalized economy risks, paradoxically, undermining some of
the critical economic safety devices that the government has instituted in order to protect
against ethnic unrest.

More specifically, the current political order in Malaysia is vulnerable on three separate
but interrelated fronts. In the first place, it is possible that as the modern sectors of
Malaysian society continue to expand with the growth of the economy, a greater
consciousness of democratic institutions, including civil liberties, and justice will take
hold in the growing ranks of the middle class and begin to erode the more authoritarian
structure on which the current regime is founded.

By far, the most important contributor to this potential transformation will be the
information revolution, the consequences of which are already profoundly impacting the
sovereign borders of national states. In a world of universal mass media in which everyone
watches and monitors everyone it becomes a major challenge to maintain the integrity of
one's culture, including one's political culture. In the face of this transparency it is "... now
harder," Professor Lily Zubaidah Rahim writes, " for governments to conceal from the
international community human rights abuses and to restrict the incoming flow of
information. This phenomenon," she continues, " is problematic to the development-
oriented authoritarian regimes of Southeast Asia, whose attempts at economic
liberalization and upgrading their economies requires greater emphasis on a ready inflow
of information technology and capital....... "

There is already evidence in Malaysia of the effects of these Western influences. At the
beginning of 1998, for example, there emerged in the media and other forums, serious
criticism of Dr. Mahathir, accompanied by suggestions and expectations that the Prime
Minister might relinquish his office. These criticisms continue on a growing number of
Internet sites and have, in fact, become considerably more hostile toward the government.
As John Funston suggests, these and other similar development at the time might suggest
that, assisted by the new technology of information, the political culture is changing in
Malaysia and that "people are no longer willing to take their orders from above".

But the growth of the global communication network is not the only carrier of outside
influences that threaten the integrity of Malaysia's current political establishment. The
internationalization of Malaysian education in the form of extensive education abroad
programs for Malaysian students must also be taken into consideration. For the Mahathir
government, these programs have served, at least in part, as the conduit for the foreign
expertise that has helped significantly to put Malaysia on the fast track to modernization.

These programs have not been without criticism. There are suggestions, that Malaysian
students studying overseas, primarily in the West, are being "Westernized" and returning
with ideas and values that may ultimately pose a threat to Malaysian political and social
culture. As Felix Abisheganaden, a retired New Straits Times journalist observed,
"...young Malays, many of whom have been educated abroad, have become less willing to
simply swallow what the newspapers tell them"'® In fact, one of the arguments used by
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some experts to justify the expansion of higher education in Malaysia, rather than
overseas, is the fear of "deculturalization" particularly of Muslim Malays. !

This fear has led to a level of criticism among some circles, particularly those manifesting
a strong Muslim consciousness, that justified a response from the highest levels of the
government. Foreign Minister Syed Hamid Albar, for example, found it necessary to
publicly assure critics that although his department was keeping a close watch on the
situation, he didn't believe there was any danger of Malaysian students overseas falling
under foreign influences that would lead to a "new form of colonization" in Malaysia. He
also indicated that The Ministry was taking measures that would counter such influences,
such as staying in touch with the students and meeting them periodically.'

Paradoxically, although concern of Westernization via the communication revolution and
international education has come largely from traditionalist Muslims, many of whom, as
we shall see, are the government's most vocal critics, they have themselves become the
beneficiaries of these changes. Members of anti Mahathir Islamic factions appeared to
have paid heed to the Prime Minister's arguments that it is essential that Malay Muslims
should be able to compete in their own country and so must be able to manage modern
technology." Thus, in the face of being barred from established forms of communication,
they have begun to use the Internet to further their political ends and have established web
sites to spread their message.'*

And as far as international education is concerned, Manning Nash points out, for example,
that there is evidence that the overseas experience, which is assumed to have the effect of
inculcating strong western biases, may have the opposite effect among some Islamic
students of reinforcing the Islamic revival (discussed below). This is the case, since there
is the inclination of students, faced with the unfamiliar and intimidating trappings of the
city andlforeign countries, to seek comfort in organizations formed by influential Muslim
leaders.

The Islamic factor leads us inevitably to the second area of vulnerability for the Mahathir
regime. As in other societies experiencing the pull of modernization and its attendant
internationalist influences, Malaysia is experiencing a paradoxical reaction to Western
materialism in the form of a revival of parochialism, represented by Islamic traditionalism.
This reaction also carries with it the risk of not only undermining the power base on which
the current regime governs Malaysia, but of threatening to abort the goal of achieving a
modern technologically advanced Malaysian state.

The dominant and official religion of Malaysia is Islam, which the state regards as the
religion of all Malays. But in Malaysia, Islam is hardly monolithic in its degree of intensity
and commitment. Instead there is represented a broad spectrum of religious devotion from
secular Muslims to those of a strong fundamentalist stripe. Professor Rahim sees two
forms of Islam at work in Malaysia. The Islamic modernist who is prepared to emulate
aspects of Western economic accomplishments in order to catch up with them, and the
traditional Islamic adherents many of whom, though not all, support a return to traditional
institutions and who look to the past glory of Islam as their point of reference,'® rather
than to the promises of a future high tech utopia.

Q
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It is to the traditionalist Islamic movement and to the Islamic revivalism of the last 25
years, that we must turn if we are to understand the dilemma faced by the Malaysian
leadership. The revival particularly as it has been manifested by the appearance of
dakwah, a form of puritanical revivalism led mostly by ex-university students,” that has
had a significant impact on the religious and political landscape of Malaysia.

Although not entirely uniform in all groups, dakwah seeks, as a common purpose, to
renew the purer forms of Islam. These traditional Islamic groups preach a largely anti
Western anti modern theme, in which the U.S. and Europe represent moral bankruptcy,
chaos, and lack of discipline that is being extended to Malaysia on the wings of
modernization.'® Through their superior technology, the West is seen as attempting to
control Malaysia's Muslims."

It is in this revival of traditional Islam in Malaysia that we also see the fusion of religious
fundamentalism and Malay ethnic consciousness. There is, in this regard, a clear and
inseparable link between the ethnic and religious difficulties that challenge Mahathir's
government. In attempting to determine the true identity of a Malay, the debate is often
framed in a religious context. While the ruling party, for example, sees the Malay identity
as being based on race, language, and custom, the criteria for the Islamic opposition is
Islam, race, and language.”” More than four decades after independence, the question still
remains: is Malaysia a Malay country with Islam as the official religion and Bahasa
Malaysia as the official language? Or is it a truly multi-ethnic country? Penang's Minister
of Education openly admits that it is a difficult balancing act and, as yet, there is no
resolution to the problem.”*

The increased revivalism of Islamic consciousness has also been manifested in the growth
and presence of large Islamic youth groups, on the one hand, and the increased visibility in
recent years of the Parti Islam se-Malaysia (PAS), a fundamentalist Muslim party, on the
other. Both have presented some serious challenges to the pragmatic leaders of Malaysia.
With regard to the former, it is believed that as many as 60-70% of students from the
University of Malaya are involved with dakwah to varying degrees.”

As far as PAS is concerned, its growing visibility and its ability to win control of the state
of Kelantan in the 1995 elections, inextricably fuses the religious and political challenges
to Malaysia's current rulers and exacerbates the dilemma they face. Indeed, it has been
argued that the rivalry between UMNO and PAS is really a battle within the Malay
community to capture this religious consciousness.” The leadership of PAS is essentially
fundamentalist. Its members are both conservative, in a religious sense, and yet driven also
by radical demands for social justice. It might be said, then, that PAS's position represents
a combination of Islam and class conscious socialism.

Accordingly, the government is accused of standing in the way of the spiritual purification
of society”® and, pursuing policies that create a wealthy Malay class who ally themselves
with Chinese capitalists at the expense of the Malay underclass. PAS, in its political
confrontation with UMNO, represents the only anti-government Islamic political party of
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any significance and therefore reaches for support to Muslims of any orientation, but
especially the great majority of Muslim traditionalists.”

Indeed, the confrontation between PAS and UMNO, played out within the Malaysian
political framework, is inseparable from religious, sectarian, and both intra and inter ethnic
conflicts. UMNO is viewed by PAS as the product of a Faustian bargain between, on the
one hand, urban, commercial Malays with a shallow commitment to Islam and, on the
other hand, the non-Malay members of the National Front coalition. In striking this
bargain, PAS alleges, UMNO has abandoned those Malays who occupy a lower social and
economic strata in their own land.?® In fact, there are those who suggest that the
interethnic and interreligious nature of the National Front has both aggravated PAS's
animosity toward the political order and has "increased Muslim self-consciousness."”’

Conversely, PAS is portrayed by UMNO as a party of Muslim extremists who wish to
transform Malaysia into a state governed by Sharia law. There is truth to the allegation.
For example, even after PAS had publicly joined with other parties in an alternative
coalition, some PAS officials renewed their intentions to establish, if victorious, an Islamic
state, restrict all non-Islamic religions, and impose the death penalty for apostates.” It
would appear that the traditional goals of PAS remains very much alive.

Moreover, the argument that PAS does not necessarily deserve the fundamentalist label,
and that while playing on ethnic, cultural, and religious grievances, they have purposely
avoided association with fundamentalism is somewhat suspect in light of the fact that
during its administration of Kelantan, PAS has on a number of occasions called for the
establishment of an Islamic state. Political exigencies, particularly during electoral
campaigns, can force even the most dogmatic to adopt chameleon-like strategies to
achieve political ends. And this certainly has been the case in the months leading up to the
impending elections in Malaysia where PAS has joined with the Chinese dominated and
highly secular Democratic Action Party, Parti Keadilan Nasional (the Justice Party), and
the Malaysian People's Party in the Alternative Front.

The seriousness of the challenge to the government's authority and dreams for Malaysia
represented by the danger of throwing Muslims into the hands of PAS cannot be
overemphasized. Thus, the government is forced into a position of seeking ways in which
to reconcile modernization and Islam and to defuse the traditionalists' criticism that
modernization "enriches those in power and threatens traditional values."” Toward this
end, the Prime Minister has pursued a policy of selectively co-opting Islamic initiatives.
For example, earlier Malaysian governments reached out to the dakwah movement by
establishing prayer rooms in all government offices and in barracks. Additionally, they
created PERKIM, The Islamic Welfare and Missionary Association, whose primary focus
has been on converting Chinese.*® Also, the Government of Dr. Mahathir recently
attempted to encourage a Malay cultural revival by decreeing an official Malaysian culture
founded on the ancient practices of Malays and with a recognition of Islam as the
dominant religion®!

Arguably, these kinds of policies, which, as we shall see, also includes a policy of
ambivalence toward the West, are designed to outmaneuver PAS, and to take the wind
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out of its sails by repudiating its fundamental assertion that UMNO "has no interest in
Islam but was set up to further the cause of Malay nationalism and secularism. n32

One must also keep in mind, however, that the Prime Minister cannot be seen to embrace
too enthusiastically Islamic traditionalist positions. There are, after all, significant numbers
of secular Muslims in Malaysian society, as well as approximately 40% of non-Muslims
who vie\;sg with some trepidation any indication of a trend toward "Islamization" in their
country.

Thus, the Prime Minister has also assumed an openly aggressive posture toward Islamic
fundamentalists, although the strategy has proved somewhat risky. For example, in the
UMNO General Assembly in September, 1997, at a time of economic instability, Dr.
Mabhathir launched a major attack on Islamic fundamentalists and, by doing so, alienated a
section of the party.>* More recently, and in a similar vein, a speech broadcast via
television to the nation by the Prime Minister was reportedly received favorably by
viewers in Kelantan until Mahathir turned to a strong attack on Anwar Ibrahim, at which
time the response by viewers chilled noticeably.>® There is always the danger that this
approach, if carried too far, could result in accomplishing precisely what Malaysia's
leaders seek to avoid, namely: to create sympathy for one's adversaries rather than to
isolate them.

Additionally, the second half of the 1997 financial crisis that struck Malaysia,
compounded by the verbal assault on fundamentalist Muslims, conspired to alienate also
the more secular elements of the Middle Class. Not only was this estrangement
manifested in the mainstream press which was becoming unusually critical of the Prime
Minister, but also in PAS's surprising victory in a bi-election for a constituency in Perlis
State. The election was won, not on a religion-oriented platform, but by focusing on the
issues of corruption, cronyism, and nepotism in the government.’

There seems to be little doubt that the emergence of Islamic revivalism in Malaysia and
the growing visibility and strength of PAS is part and parcel of the reaction by traditional
forces to the appearance of modernism in the state. This phenomenon is not unusual and
has shown itself throughout history when societies undergo great psychological and social
stress and when they find themselves swept by currents of rapid, revolutionary change that
threaten traditional activities and patterns of behavior. And just as Singapore seems to be
turning to Confucianism to serve as a safe spiritual intermediary between the people and
the effects of rapid modernization, the Islamic resurgence in Malaysia "has acted as a
reassuring means of providing a level of security and logic to many Malays, particularly
from rural areas, in an otherwise disorienting and fast urbanizing social milieu."*’ The
great difference, of course, between this phenomenon in Singapore and the Malaysian
counterpart is that in the former, the Confucian revival is a government sponsored
instrument, whereas in Malaysia, as we shall see, the government seems to be rightfully
less confident of its ability to channel its people's spiritual inclinations in desired
directions.

Political manifestations aside, this cultural reaction to the intrusions of modernism are not
hard to find in today's Malaysia, although much of it may be passive, and the depth of the
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reaction hard to ascertain, particularly among the young.*® Although there has been a
tradition of wearing a scalf among older Malay women, the wearing of the tudung which
covers the head and shoulders has become commonplace among muslim ladies of all ages,
and even among some girls below the age of seven since the 1960s.*® This "creeping
Islamization"® is not confined only to the admittedly conservative states of the eastern
peninsula, but it extends to Kuala Lumpur itself, a city of great skyscrapers, western malls,
and night clubs. Social pressures among contemporaries to conform only serve to expand
these practices. In this connection, a Muslim businessman Omar Mustafa, lamented to a
British journalist that "both of my daughters now have to wear a tudong to school even
though they are only eight and ten years old. There is no rule saying they must, but they
are expected to, or they are looked down upon"*" A noticeable growth in attendance at
Friday prayer* and an increased observance of other religious rituals* as well as PAS's
efforts to institute a Muslim state in Kelantan, may be seen, as additional signs of the
cultural reaction.

Tt would, of course, be a mistake to view the reaction to Malaysia's modernization as
taking place exclusively within a religious framework. Simultaneously with the rise of
Islamic consciousness, there has occurred a renewed interest in traditional Malay culture
in the performing and visual arts that may have previously been taken for granted. But, for
the most part the cultural reaction to Mahathir's plans for a modern state is being fought
out in the Malay community and in the context of Islamic revivalism. And, in the final
analysis, it appears to be a battle which will determine whose Islamic credentials are the
most legitimate. To a significant degree, those who lead the Islamic response are opposed
to the secular state, hold Mahathir responsible for it and for advocating a moderate form
of Islam,* and are influenced, to varying degrees, by "places like Iran and other Middle
East areas, where the West is seen as attempting to undermine Islam."* In this sense, the
reaction to modernization has powerful political, economic, and social ramifications for
the future of the country.

That such reactions, may, under, ideal economic circumstances be kept under a modicum
of control is subject to debate, particularly in the context of recent Malaysian history. The
secular and the spiritual require different salves. And while the special governmental
programs that gave, as we shall see, preferential treatment to Malays may have helped to
satisfy in part their economic aspirations, it clearly did nothing to nurture their spiritual
needs especially under the stress of change. But there is little doubt that reactions become
exacerbated and radicalized when economic circumstances place additional stress on a
society in the process of rapid transformation.

Although the economy has improved significantly in the last twelve months, the serious
economic crisis that befell Malaysia and its neighbors in 1997 struck a blow, in the view of
Matthew Chance, at the "politics of moderation."* In short, the crisis did not cause the
reaction; that was initiated by what the clerics saw as acceptance of decadent Western
modernism and unIslamic values; it simply reinforced it. It is to particular economic
factors that we must now turn.

From yet a third quarter, the government of Malaysia must also pay heed to threats to its
integrity. On this front, influences from the West, an inevitable consequence of
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modernization and globalization, are being felt in terms of their impact on critical
economic policies that involve ethnic stability in Malaysia.

The ethnic challenges faced by Malaysia's leaders are not of recent origin. There has been,
since long before the British left Malaya, a developing ethnic consciousness on the part of
the Malays, but the potential conflict that this consciousness bred with respect to other
ethnic groups in Malaya was kept under tight control by a "divide- and- rule policy during
the British colonial regime. Only when the British departed was the virus of ethnic
tensions released into the social and political atmosphere of the new country.

Since race was identified with economic standing during the colonial period,*’ the British
left behind a seriously divided multi-ethnic society made up of Malays, who were a
majority but who occupied one of the lowest positions in the social and economic
hierarchy, a significant minority of Chinese, many of whom had become merchants, and a
much smaller group of Indians. The Malays felt culturally, socially, and economically
oppressed in a country in which they constituted the majority. By the time of
independence in 1957, the ethnic groups were both well entrenched and fairly well
insulated from each other. The increasingly bitter ethnic nationalism arose from the
Malays' insistence upon seeing themselves as the rightful and primary heirs to the
resources and benefits of their newly independent land.

While the West has often failed to fully comprehend the potential dangers of these ethnic
divisions, Malaysia's leaders have addressed these problems both creatively and, to a very
large degree, successfully. It was, for example, in an effort to cope with these ethnic
tensions and to avoid the loss of political control by Malays that Tunku Abdul Rahman,
the first Prime Minister, forced Singapore from the federation in 1965. And, likewise, it
was to appease the ethnic consciousness of Malays that in 1967 the Tunku instituted
Bahasa Malaysia as the official language, at a time when it was already becoming clear
that English was emerging as the lingua franca of the modern world.

But the continued dissatisfaction of the Malay population was dramatically manifested in
the now legendary ethnic riots of 1969. These events ultimately led to a series of
important social and economic reforms, labeled the New Economic Policy (NEP), by
Mabhathir's predecessor, after it had become clear that what had been done so far to
resolve ethnic tensions and to satisfy the demands of Malays, was not enough. The NEP,
representing institutionalized preferential treatment for the Malays, is seen by the
government as the primary vehicle for establishing a stable social contract between the
various ethnic groups. Among the many benefits of the NEP, was an arrangement which
gave advantages to Malays over other ethnic groups seeking entrance to universities,.
Also, the NEP provided for reduced costs for housing for Malays, and required that
foreign companies establishing a presence in Malaysia take a Malay as a majority partner.

From one perspective, the NEP appears to have achieved some success. Although the
discriminatory aspects of the program have regularly appeared as an issue in elections, the
fact is that there has been considerable social stability in the state since the disturbances
of 1969. And although inter ethnic tensions have not completely disappeared from
Malaysian society, particularly in light of the pro Malay biases of the NEP, the relative
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absence of the kind of ethnic bloodletting that has been manifested in neighboring
Indonesia over the years or, in countries like Nigeria or Fiji, are testimony to the
effectiveness of the government's approach to ethnic policies.

But another point of view might hold that the government of Dr. Mahathir is now
attempting to pursue what are essentially conflicting policies to address the social and
economic inequities suffered by Malays. On the one hand is the NEP, which Mabhathir
inherited but which he has enthusiastically endorsed and, in fact, reinforced. As previously
indicated, the provisions of the NEP, consisted of a variety of requirements for the
redistribution of a greater amount of the nation's wealth in favor of Malays, including the
partnership requirement mentioned earlier. '

On the other hand, it was also for the purposes of improving the lot of Malays and,
therefore, providing the maximum degree of domestic tranquillity in the country that
largely motivated the Prime Minister to position the country to become a global player in
the twenty-first Century. Indeed, his speech of February 28, 1991, outlining the vision for
2020, included the promise of a brighter future for the Bumiputera.*® But one might ask
whether the commitment to the Bumiputera made in the February 28, 1991 speech, is
being slowly undermined by the commitment made in the same February 21 speech "to
secure an economy that is subject to the full discipline and rigor of market forces."® In
short, it would seem that preferential programs developed as a reaction to the events of
the 1969 upheaval are subject to growing challenges created by the economic necessity of
a rapidly changing global society.

For example, it is interesting to note that in order to attract outside entrepreneurs to the
MSC, the government has found it necessary to suspend the requirements that foreign
entrepreneurs take a Malay partner5° Since the corporate partnership requirements seems
to have been an important component of the New Economic Policy, the fact that the
ultimate goal of the Malaysian government is to "make all of Malaysia one great MSC,"*!
places in question the integrity of the NEP as a social and economic safety valve.

Just as important, in this connection, is the fact that other components of the NEP have
already been suspended in areas that are not necessarily related to the special needs of the
MSC. For example, In February, 1999 the government introduced a new policy to sell
some corporate assets of Malay businessmen to non-Malays and foreigners. And even
earlier the government decided to return most of the economic activity to the ethnic
Chinese. What is significant about these decisions is that the policies now being reversed
were designed to avoid repeating the ethnic upheavals that occurred in 1969 between the
majority but economically disadvantaged Malays and the more affluent Chinese minority.
Thus, in this unsettled social and cultural environment where ethnic identity is still
unresolved, there is potential risk when the prerequisites for long term modernization
collide with more immediate domestic imperatives.

To compound the Government's problem, the results of the NEP have been below
expectations. The special economic policies have not been particularly successful in rural
areas where poverty, although reduced, is still a problem. Moreover, the creation ofa
professional class among Malays has not enjoyed great success. The proportion of the
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Malay share of the economy to the Chinese share has remained at 33.1% to 52.4%
throughout the 1990s, and, in fact, the Chinese share has continues to expand during the
NEP period.*? Malay participation in the professions is modest. And while it is true that
over the years, the income gap between the Malays and the Chinese has narrowed, recent
liberalization policies have begun to again widen the gap.”

Not only have the legendary disturbances of 1969 spawned transformative programs of
social and economic remediation and have been used by the government with considerable
effect to persuade the other major ethnic groups to accept their relative disadvantages as
the price for domestic peace. But the events of 1969 are presented, in part at least, as the
rationale for continued authoritarianism in the regime. The need to prevent a resurgence
of social tensions in the country such as occurred in 1969 are cited as a justification for
the coercive character of Malaysian social control, typical of which are the Sedition Act
and the Emergency Act .*>* It might be argued, then, that ethnic-based politics is not only a
reality in Malaysia, but a desirable one for those who hold political power.

As long as 1969 remains a key symbol of the danger of a return to anarchy in the minds of
the Malaysian population, the intimidating affects will continue to help maintain the
current social and political order. In fact, the older generation of Malaysians still see the
riots of 1969 as equal in importance to the ?eriods of European colonialism, the Japanese
occupation, and Malaysian independence. >

But if young Malaysians, increasingly subjected to western influences and modernizing
trends, and with no personal memory of 1969, cease to recognize or appreciate the
historical and political importance of the events of that year, then it is possible that
Mahathir's UMNO will lose an important apparatus of compulsion and persuasion. In this
regard, young journalists at a major newspaper in Kuala Lumpur, told the author in an
interview that they believed that race based politics was disappearing among young urban
educated Malaysians and that they were beginning to think more like Malaysians than
Chinese or Indian. More importantly, perhaps, they opined that "1969" didn't carry the
emotional weight for them that it did for their elders - that for them it was no longer
significant.*® It is true that these young Malaysians were from the urban educated elite, but
this group generates some of the most dedicated followers of the current ruling coalition. .
Moreover, there is every reason to expect that as Malaysia grows its economy, this group
will expand. Perhaps it is reasonable to suggest that those in power today are aware that
1969 cannot be used indefinitely as a justification for the monopolization of power, and
that ultimately a substitute may have to be found.

What that substitute may be is anyone's guess. But it may be that what will replace
ethnicity, if it should ever cease to be one of the central issues of Malaysian politics, is the
concept of class. Indeed, there are those such as Professor P. Ramasamy who believe that
class politics has already arrived and has already begun to replace ethnic alignments.”’ It is
possible that Professor Ramasamy is premature in his assessment. After all, the current
split in the Malay community on the eve of the general elections has been caused not by
class divisions but, essentially, by a classical ethnic conflict over how the authentic Malay
is to be defined. And while it is true that the middle class is expanding in Malaysia, there
are still vast areas of the country where the wave of modernization has not been felt, and
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where ethnic identity reinforced by traditional religious consciousness remains dominant.
But when and if the politics of class do begin to replace ethnic politics, it will most
certainly require a radical reconfiguration of the Malaysian political order and thus
endanger the current system and those who depend on it.

ii

" At this juncture, it is essential, if we are to fully comprehend the significance of the forces
acting upon the Malaysian political establishment and its subsequent response, to
understand the role and impact of the economic and political crisis that began in 1997. It is
in this crisis that we see the confluence of all the factors that we have identified as posing
a significant threat to the current Malaysian leadership. :

Prime Minister Mahathir's decision, after the 1997 economic downturn, to reimpose
currency and other controls in Malaysia and thus defy the will of the IMF may, in
retrospect, have been a wise and unavoidable decision given the idiosyncratic social and
ethnic character of Malaysia. As we have argued, economic stability is viewed as a
prerequisite for political stability in this multi ethnic nation and, therefore, for UMNO's
continued domination of Malaysian politics.

Although it is true that the Prime Minister and his government came under great stress in
the early months of the economic crash, he might have weathered the storm with few
negative consequences had it not been for the political turmoil that wracked his
government in 1997 and the following years and seriously complicated an already difficult
situation.

The case of the rebellious Anwar Ibrahim is a central factor in this crisis. The impression
that begins to form of this domestic political scandal and the internal upheaval within
UMNO is that Prime Minister Mahathir finally came to believe with some validity that he
was faced with the threat of a political coup d'état from his appointed successor and
trusted friend, Anwar. Indeed there are even references made in private conversations
among the politically alert in Kuala Lumpur that Anwar had actually planned an
assassination of the Prime Minister while the latter was attending an overseas conference
of mostly Third World nations and that the discovery of the plot caused Dr. Mahathir to
cancel his visit. In fact, the Prime Minister's failure to attend the conference has been seen
as a most unusual decision for a man who was deeply committed to the interests of the
Third World.

It is important to point out that no evidence of such a plot has ever been brought to light,
and there is little likelihood of anyone doing so in the near future. But what these rumors
do illustrate is the nature and passion of the emotions that characterized the deteriorating
relationship between Anwar and Mahathir in the second half of 1998, at least as viewed
by onlookers who were witness to this political drama.

What would exacerbate the conflict and, one could argue, Dr. Mahathir's animus toward
the West was, as we shall later see, the indisputable fact that the United States seemed to
be promoting Anwar as an alternative to Dr. Mahathir, who had already begun to
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demonstrate his reluctance to fall in line behind Malaysia's neighbors and bite the bullet
that the IMF was about to hand it as a condition for being rescued. It also appeared that
in the pro IMF position that Anwar Ibrahim publicly adopted by the Summer of 1998, he
had made it clear where he stood vis a vis the leader of his party. Indeed, with Mahathir
being openly criticized in UMNO, there appeared to be a danger of mutiny against the
Prime Minister as party leader.”® Anwar's support of Western solutions to the economic
crisis and his open criticism of official policies led to the final split between the two men
and subsequently, it is alleged, to the arrest of Anwar on a variety of charges.

While the alleged political coup d'état had failed, it would take considerably longer for the
bitter taste left by America's involvement in the struggle to leave the Prime Minister's
mouth. There were suspicions, for example, that the U.S. was using multilateral strategies
of globalization to promote its aims of dominating the developing world.” And, of
course, the taste was exacerbated by the visit of Vice President Al Gore to the APEC
summit in Kuala Lumpur in November of 1998, after Anwar had been imprisoned and
beaten. The American Vice President , after delivering a speech that was highly critical of
the Prime minister, would then hurriedly depart Malaysia, refusing to meet Mahathir and
thus publicly shunning Mahathir Mohamed in his own capital.

Additionally, after Anwar's arrest, Mahathir was also faced with the turbulent pro-Anwar
demonstrations in the streets of Kuala Lumpur as well as the formation of the new Justice
Party led by the wife of Anwar Ibrahim and rallying to the cry of "Reformasi”. For
Mahathir, these were irritating reminders of the rift within UMNO, the challenge to his
authority, and, one would suspect, the dark presence of western influence. One would
have to wait until early November of 1999 for the Prime Minister to finally admit what
observers had suspected for some time; that the crisis surrounding Anwar was seen by the
government as a threat to UMNO as it prepared to enter the general election.® Finally,
Mahathir's concern for his continued leadership must have been reinforced by his
realization by mid 1998 that the unanticipated collapse of the Suharto regime in Indonesia
had been driven to a large degree by the same accusations of cronyism and corruption that
were now being leveled against him.®'

The crisis surrounding Anwar Ibrahim is, in part at least, linked to the much broader
issues regarding religious identity in Malaysia, particularly as it relates to the place of
Islam in Malaysian society. And it is here too that the Prime Minister's party, UMNO and
its National Front allies would have to perform a delicate set of maneuvers between the
Scylla of westernization and the Charybdis of Islamic revivalism.

The fact is that the political situation involving Anwar Ibrahim aggravates the growing
religious challenges facing the government. This is particularly so in light of Anwar's early
association with Islamic resurgence and Malay ethnic consciousness through his leadership
of the Angatan Belia Islam Malaysia (ABIM), the largest and most influential of the
Islamic student groups. Thus, today Anwar, who is regarded by many as a pious
Muslim,* enjoys the sympathy of many of the traditionalist Islamic factions, including
PAS, who refuse to accept the government's allegations of sodomy. In fact, Anwar's firing
not only generated very large rallies in support of the deposed Deputy Prime Minister, but
an almost a five-fold increase in the circulation of the PAS biweekly newspaper,
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Harakah.® It is possibly with this in mind that, a number of political observers argue, that
Dr. Mahathir declared a general election before January, 2000 when over 650,000 new
voters would have been added to the electoral lists, many of whom are young and highly
critical of the Mahathir government.**

It is somewhat questionable as to where on the political spectrum the pragmatic Anwar
Ibrahim would find the greatest spiritual comfort. Indeed, there is sometimes a fine line
between pragmatism and opportunism, and there are those who would dispute which
would be the appropriate label to assign to this man who, when he resigned from his
leadership of ABIM chose to run for office in UMNO rather than PAS. Nevertheless, if,
as Manning Nash has argued, it was UMNO's successful co-option of Anwar that "blurred
the line between fundamentalists and accomodationists” in Malaysian politics.%’, it is also
the case that Anwar's separation from the government and the established political alliance
has helped to restore these lines and bring them into sharper focus..

The Anwar incident has also triggered forces that go beyond the realm of religion and
Machiavellian power politics in Kuala Lumpur. Mahathir's reaction to the crisis has also
focused attention on the authoritarian political patterns of the Malaysian system. There
appears to be developing in the secular parts of the Malaysian public a perception that the
real issue behind the Mahathir-Anwar struggle is the question that the expulsion has raised
regarding justice and fairness in Malaysian society. "People are sympathetic to Anwar,
but it has gone beyond Anwar," says one political analyst. "Don't look at Anwar, but look
at the police and the judiciary."®® :

Related to this, the Mahathir-Anwar confrontation has also thrown a light on the tight
controls imposed on the Malaysian press, manifested in both the legal restrictions that
impinge heavily on press freedoms and the close proprietary relationship that exists
between the major media and the various parties of the Barisan Nasional.®’ This has forced
many Malaysians to turn to alternative sources, primarily the Internet, to acquire a more
balanced picture of the Anwar issue.®®

Thus, the crisis not only highlights the serious communication constraints imposed on the
population, but, paradoxically, the porous nature of Mahathir's Malaysia and the
difficulty, if not the impossibility of controlling the flow of information. It can be said that
the Anwar crisis brought home to the Prime Minister that he was perhaps facing his
greatest challenge by late 1998. This challenge was compounded by the fact that the
revolution in information technology, providing easy access to the international media for
potential adversaries on both sides of the political spectrum, was beginning to rob him of
any hope of effectively monopolizing the apparatus of persuasion.

it

The economic crisis in which the Mahathir government found itself after 1997 would be
enough to explain Malaysia's heightened animosity toward the West in recent years. This
is particularly so in light of the laissez-faire practices of international investors and their
impact on national economies. For these reasons alone, as his detractors have suggested,
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the West might serve as a perfect target for the Prime Minister's animosity, if only to
deflect criticism of his own failings.

But, just as the threats to the political status quo are multidimensional in nature, it is also
the case that much of the current anti-Western and anti-American posturing has its origins
in the same broad spectrum of domestic forces that challenge the political order. Only in
this sense can we fully appreciate and understand an ambivalent Malaysian policy that
embraces the symbols, substance, and vocabulary of Western inspired modernization,
while, at the same time, repudiates them. It is in this light that we can begin to understand
the storm of anti-Western rhetoric that has flowed from Kuala Lumpur, particularly in
recent years.

Conducting a foreign policy of this nature is not an easy task for Malaysia's leaders, but it
may be seen by its architects as a necessary one. The need to navigate a very hazardous
middle course between the unavoidable demands of modernization and globalization with
all of their inevitable liberalizing effects, on the one hand, and domestic exigencies, on the
other, requires not only the wisdom of Solomon, but the guile of Bismarck.

It was clear, by the middle of 1998, that the government's strategy would be to target
outside Western influences for domestic political purposes, particularly in light of the
forthcoming general election. By taking this approach, The government could hope to
place the blame for Malaysia's economic problems on the injustices of the external world.
At the same time, by establishing the West as a strawman, as it were, Mahathir would be
able not only to highlight undesirable Western characteristics with which he could contrast
his support of and sympathies for traditional Islamic values, but, as we shall see, also play
upon the nationalistic spirit of the Malaysian people. For example, in what could be seen
as an appeal to Islamic sensitivities as well an attempt to justify his own authoritarian
inclinations, The Prime Minister declared that "freedom, if left unchecked, could create
problems and lead to abuses, such as those brought about by a style of Western freedom
that had caused " moral decadence and threat to peace and order" -immoral behavior,
broken families, free access to firearms and a host of social problems.” "The best way to
deal with this", he concluded, "was to give emphasis to a religious education. "6

The attack on the West has, to a significant degree, also been characterized by a
conspiratorial theme. For example, in an August 2 speech, Mahathir associated the
anticipated victory of the Barisan Nasional (National Front Coalition) in the forthcoming
election - and a victory that would ensure a two thirds majority - with the assurance that
Malaysia would not be recolonized by the West. If the opposition had a chance to
influence policy by controlling a large minority in Parliament, he explained, it would cause
chaos and somehow "... give the opportunity for foreign elements to try to exert their
influence, and eventually, directly or indirectly, the country will once again be
colonized."™

Likewise, he argued that as a result of foreign speculative attacks on the currency, such as
had taken place in 1997, the country was becoming poorer and therefore vulnerable to
neocolonialist aggression.”" And in another statement, using the same theme, Mahathir
also claimed that the crisis of 1997 was a plot in which foreign companies would take
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advantage of the depreciation of the currency by acquiring cheap Malaysian ;})roperty and
businesses and then later restoring their value in order to make a large profit. 2

Thus, globalization is portrayed by the government as an attempt , primarily by the U.S. to
recolonize the country” and, by undermining other sovereign states, maintain American
supremacy and dominance .

Inseparable from the Western conspiracy theme is an emphasis on regional and cultural
nationalism that takes the form of a call to follow the "Asian Way." It is true as Professor
K.S. Nathan argues, that in using the "South platform," strategy, Mabhathir is simply
manifesting a desire to achieve his ambitions of global leadership.” While it is difficult to
question the sincerity of Dr. Mahathir as both a Malaysian and Asian nationalist, this
explanation for the Prime Minister's foreign policies, on the one hand, and alternative
interpretations, on the other, are not necessarily mutually exclusive. Lily Zubaidah, for
example, makes a compelling argument that Malaysia's " Asian Way" policy is, in reality,
an attempt to overcome the dilemma of embracing modernization without, at the same
time, contaminating the country's authoritarian model with Western cultural influences,
such as liberal democracy and the concept of individual rights. In short, as Zubaidah
argues, Mahathir's Pan Asianism is also part of an effort to play off the Asian traditions of
harmony and consensus, which feeds the authoritarian and patriarchal perspective of
"good government," against the seemingly chaotic, combative, and pluralistic climate of
Western democratic liberalism."”

The linkage between the conspiracy themes and Asian nationalism becomes clear in the
Malaysian response to the recent campaign by First World nations and NGOs to address
the inequities and injustices in the salaries and conditions inherent in the Southeast Asian
labor market. Malaysian spokesmen were quick to characterize these intrusions as part of
a larger conspiracy to undermine and disrupt the growth and independence of a
developing Malaysia by "...disadvantaging the Asian competitors in the global
marketplace” and therefore displaying a policy of "arrogant neo-imperialism and neo-
protectionism."”

It is largely, for these reasons also that the Malaysian government has voiced criticism of
APEC as an organization that permits unwarranted intrusions of non-Asian nations in the
affairs of the region and allows them to benefit from Asian economic progress. It also
explains why the Prime Minister prefers the more independent EAEC.”

As part of this Asian nationalism, Mahathir Mohammed has been quite open in his desire
to emulate the Japanese in a policy of "directed Capitalism", which involves considerable
involvement by the state in the nation's economic development. We "Want to be Malaysia
Inc.," Mahathir has stated and "follow the Japanese model of Japan Inc. "

The Prime Minister's decision to reach out to China and strengthen Sino-Malaysian
relations is, very likely, a way of furthering his Pan Asian agenda. Certainly, Mabhathir has
publicly demonstrated some sympathy for China of late. The Prime Minister, with regard
to the newly renewed U.S .-Japanese alliance, expressed an understanding of China's '
concern with the treaty and of her desire to become a powerful country, arguing that

61




Fearnley

"China has practically no history of conquering and colonizing its neighbors, (but)
Europeans have."” And, although Malaysia supports the presence of the U.S. in the
region as a guarantee of stability,*® Mahathir was willing to publicly declare that "If we
can live with the power of the U.S., we can live with a powerful China."*

In keeping with Zubaidah's thesis, China appears to have reciprocated by sharing
Malaysia's perceptions that the human rights agenda of the West is a way of undermining
Asian economic development.®> Moreover, it is not inconceivable, that as a critical general
election approaches, which essentially represents a battle within the Malay population, the
UMNO dominated coalition has resorted to using whatever political device is available to
win the sympathy of as many Chinese voters as possible.

Within the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) of which Malaysia is a
dedicated member, we can again see the familiar themes of Western conspiracy and
nationalism that have grown louder and more denunciatory in the months leading up the
forthcoming election. In a criticism of some ASEAN members who refused to "go against
the U.S. stand (in the United Nations) and present their own views on international
matters," Malaysia's permanent representative to the UN, Tan Sri Razali Ismail alleged
that these nations were afraid to "upset the superpower". "Malaysia," he promised, will
never become like them no matter what the rewards. "The people of this country”, he
declared, "simsply won't allow their leaders to become pak turut (blind followers) of
superpowers."® And with regard to the United Nations, while it is true that Prime
Minister Mahathir supports the UN, he sees the United States as using and manipulating
the international body for its own selfish ends.*

That the anti-Western and anti American tirades by the Prime Minister and other leading
government officials are not intended to define the government's foreign policy, but rather
its domestic needs is illustrated by unofficial statements by senior Malaysian leaders who
will quietly assure U.S. representatives that these attacks are for domestic consumption
and that America is a big country and "can take it."**

Tn the curious logic of a situation in which domestic and international concerns become
inextricably linked, Prime Minister Mahathir finds it necessary, as Professor Nathan has
argued, to be overtly anti West in order to be pro West. With regard to the Muslim
challenge, for example, his anti west policy provides him with the credentials to build the
substance for a pro Western position. As Nathan points out, while the U.S. is the focus of
Mabhathir's public animosity, Malaysia at the same time knows and appreciates the
industrial world, welcomes U.S. trade and investments, and relies on the U.S. presence in
the region to provide stability.*

iv

Malaysia's program of modernization unavoidably subjects the country to powerful
transnational currents that for the most part are far beyond the control of Malaysian
sovereignty. The simple truth is that to compete with the West, Malaysia will need the
West. Malaysia, for example, is the twelfth largest trading partner of the U.S. Its exports
to the U.S. in 1998 totaled $9 billion; and the United States is the biggest investor in
Malaysia with $5.62 billion.*’
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As the government well knows, Malaysian society will continue, not only to be subject to
Western cultural and social influences which it may try to resist with varying degree of
success, but also to increasing pressure to conform to internationally accepted (largely
Western) standards of behavior.

Even if, as seems likely, Mahathir's government wins overwhelming support in the
forthcoming general elections, the Prime Minister still faces in the years ahead major
challenges to the survival of his version of the political and economic order in Malaysia.
He must continue on the road toward the achievement of a modern economy and state
which are essential for maintaining ethnic stability in this multi-ethnic nation. But he must
also make every effort to jettison the negative influences from the West that could
potentially threaten the achievement of his goals. This includes not only the cultural and
political liberalism which flows all the more rapidly through the wide open channels of the
technological revolution and which is beginning to influence some segments of the
population while repelling others. But just as importantly, it involves the more extreme
elements of globalization's unfettered economic and fiscal liberalism that permits the
international market place a growing influence over economic policies that once fell within
the purview of the sovereign state. .

To enjoy too much success in monitoring and controlling these forces is to run the risk of
allowing Malaysia to fall behind in the increasingly competitive world of the twenty-first
century and, consequently, facing the possibility of social disorder, instigated particularly
among the still disadvantaged Bumiputera. Yet to embrace modernity, with all of its
accouterments, too unreservedly is to encourage the popularity of traditional anti-
Western factions. By exploiting the threats that the modern state poses to traditional
values, these factions would undermine both the power of the current political
establishment and Mahathir's dream of a secular modern state.

Tt is this need to travel through the political landscape of traps and snares that separate
these conflicting interest and to appear to be all things to all people, that has caused
Mahathir and his fellow leaders to follow an old and much used strategy: to seek out a
common foe who can be blamed for failures and who can serve as the repository for the
frustration, anxiety, and fears of both his allies and his adversaries. To a great extent, it is
this reality that explains Dr. Mahathir's ambivalent policies towards the West.

If there is one salient factor in the modus of this skillful political leader, it is his
pragmatism and his ability to couch this pragmatism in a nuanced language that attempts
to cater to the needs of those who support his efforts and to disarm those who do not.
Even on such a delicate issue in Malaysia as language, which is, after all, fundamental to
Malay identity and nationalism, he urges Malaysians to focus on learning English, arguing
that such an effort is nationalistic by virtue of the fact that it helps the country. And, as if
to comfort those who perhaps have taken his warning of neocolonialism too seriously, he
assures them that "English has become the universal language and is not the language of
the English people anymore."*
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What is often lost on the casual Western observer of The Prime Minister of Malaysia is
that he is a man of contradictions who, as the Economist so insightfully pointed out in a
recent article, is anti Western in his rhetoric but a very Western politician. His handling of
the economy by blaming failures on others, while taking credit for the positives; his
political manipulations which use the strategy of triangulation as adeptly as any Western
politician, wielding both the threat of a return to 1969 if people support the Democratic
Action Party, and the threat of an oppressive fundamentalist Islamic regime if PAS is
elected; and, finally, his bitter anti-Western rhetoric as a means of furthering his own
domestic standing are all hallmarks of the most skillful and versatile Western politicians.”

In the final analysis, it is not Western opposition that Mahathir and those who succeed him
will have to overcome. The anti-Western rhetoric notwithstanding, Malaysia has, for all
intents and purposes joined the West in the great voyage to the twenty-first century and it
is too late to reverse course. It is, instead, the Malaysian people who must be persuaded

to embrace the modernizing and secularizing legacies of the West, while tolerating the
authoritarian political structures of the East.
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW:

Location:

Malaysia is situated between 1 and 5 degrees North of the Equator in the
Southeast Asia region. Malaysna s location, sandwiched between Asia’s two giants
China in the north and India in the South, and the favorable monsoon winds have made it
a favorable destination for traders and migrants over the years.

Map 1
Malaysia Geo-Strategic Location in SE Asia

RIC

~~SOUTH
p SOUTHEAST ASIA:
QE:K\LIR/] [ EAST ASIAN / POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY
—_ INDIA Myitkyina g CHIN A:EALM f POPULATION
. / e Under 50,000 —— Railroad

Paracel
. Islands

/‘]
Guangznouﬁl’mow of / Cancer

- @Xianggan
(Hong Kongg)

o §

TAWAN
[

® 50,000-250,000
@ 250,000-1,000,000
@ 1,000,000-5,000,000
@ Over 5,000,000

National capitals are underlined

0 175 350 525
' $

& Core area

700 Kidometers
S|

— T T
0 100 200 300 400 Mies

Philippine Sea

(}) Andaman N o
§ 0 Seq Mmdorﬁ Visaymy ’°,¢
K o i 2 s 3 % o PACIFIC
[ u//u/ —Ho Ch‘ Mlnh N u
“ fhailand (Saigon-Cholon)Clty /'/;‘ > \s{:\ OCEAN 19‘
" Spratly - 27 SuluSea n‘ ;V“\ p ’
Islands 1 / /m(\Mmdanaog , ’
; ”‘)1\3 ®pavao
: Sulu Archi ela oY 7
BRUNE] eri.Bega pelag -
ABAYSIA *‘%m 7 PACIFIC
_\ EAST Celebes Sea »
' . 1N MALAYSIA o . )
i 2 " ‘cK“ *INS ' 20
| 0 Eautr T Tne, R SINGAPORE —-} U L A R oltence). REALM %
i @, G .Ponuanak ( Mo/ucmb*l ! : o |
Padang ® ’"Q‘I‘NS » § Kalimantan e ‘SALQ N ?S_,'xs DQ‘D’ l
i ’ \ . e ..LE\N\\ D Z 0 N S a \\/l /7-% Aser & - * e N
Palembang '; - ", gBaniammasin \’ISUIawu:\ Mo Iy L c as \\_, f)
'\ ) i) L«:emnu? o jgu New
) ) L yo( Bury*~- Seram Gumea
J U ungpandan
Telukbetung N Java Sea / g. < \\
Jakarta ‘ s RbE GION F‘/ S Banda Sea v/ §
INDIAN ©) Bandu @>urabaya ores Sea
CEAN Surakar N Ba!r ., Sumbawa Flor — -7 2 e
o Jawa ‘\-"Ab Ao \’\u" Ty Il 7,’ ra [
{Java) Lombak ‘—'\Sumba ’,//I/r/";mr Tinmor Sea o
\‘/ :a/__‘/
T AUSTRALIA REALM
100+ Longtude East of Greenwich 110° 120° 13057 b AUSTRALIA
BESTCOPY AVAILABLE 72 ?



Migrants, Traders and Invaders:

About 10,000 years ago, the first wave of Chinese southward migration brought
what came to be known as the Proto-Malays (Orang Asli—the original people) to
Malaysia. A second wave of migration, 4000 years ago, brought more Chinese to the
country. Indian, Arab and European traders flocked to Malaysia to capitalize on her
resources and trade with neighboring regions. Malaysia’s protected harbors; diverse
resources, favorable monsoons and hospitable people attracted waves of invaders,
migrants and traders in the modemn era.

Contemporary Malaysia has, consequently, been shaped by a variety of influences
brought about by the Chinese, Indian, Arab, Portuguese, Dutch and British newcomers.
The Indians and Chinese brought Hinduism and Buddhism to Malaysia. Later on, the
Arabs and Islamized Indians spread Islam in Malaysia. Most recently, the Portuguese
and the British brought Christianity and Western influence into Malay lands.

British colonialism (1887-1957) is credited with the emergence of the modern Malaysian
State with its current boundaries. The British took control of four Malay Sultanates in the
late 19" Century after having purchased the island of Singapore from the Sultan of Johor.
A British adventurer gained control of vast territories in the island of Borneo as a reward
for helping the Sultan of Brunei put down a rebellion.  The British, while competing
with the Dutch in Southeast Asia, managed to control all the territories of what is called
Malaysia today.

The British established three Straits’ colonies; Singapore, Malacca and Penang on
the Malacca Straits, to promote trade in South East Asia and have control over this geo-
strategic waterway. The rest of Peninsular Malaysia remained under the control of the
Malay Sultans. The current state of Sarawak and Sabah on the island of Borneo, with a
land area larger than all of Peninsular Malaysia, were politically separate,
demographically different and culturally distinct from Mainland Malaysia.

Malaysia achieved independence peacefully in 1957. At the time, Singapore
remained a British Crown colony. The Malaysians, having formed a Unity Government
comprising the United Malay National Organization, the Malay Chinese Association and
the Indian Malaysian Congress; asked the British to relinquish their adjacent colonies to
the newly independent multi-racial Malaysia. The Malaysians also hoped to incorporate
the Sultanate of Brunei into an expanded federated Malaysia.

Surprisingly, the British agreed. The addition of Sarawak and Sabah dramatically
increased the racial/ethnic diversity of the new state. Singapore, with a dominant
Chinese majority, joined Malaysia for a brief period then separated to form an
independent and vibrant city-state. The Sultan of Brunei opted to remain out of the
union. These political decisions altered the demographic composition of the newly
independent state. The British can claim much of the credit or shoulder much of the
blame for the country’s tremendous racial and ethnic diversity.
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The addition of Sarawak and Sabah to the newly independent state
more than doubled the size of the country and markedly increased the diversity of

Malaysia’s population.
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BRITISH COLONIALISM AND IMMIGRATION:

British colonialism left an indelible mark on Malaysia’s economy. Initially
attracted to Malaysia by her geo-strategic location, the British, soon thereafter, sought to
capitalize on the rich tin deposits found on the Malay Peninsula. Later on, the British
cashed in on Malaysia’s arable soil and favorable climatic conditions by establishing
natural rubber as a most profitable cash crop.

While the British recognized the special rights of the indigenous Malay
population, they imported foreign labor to cash in on Malaysia’s tin and rubber
industries. Large numbers of Chinese were allowed to immigrate into Malaysia to work
in the tin mines while Indians were brought in to meet the rising demand for labor in the
rubber plantations. British colonial policy kept the “Malays in their traditional society
while the country developed” (Mean 1972:36).

British colonial policies had major political, economic, demographic and social
consequences in Malaysia:

First. By importing labor, the British radically changed the racial composition of
Malaysia’s population.

Second: The colonial administration established a clear racially based regional
and sectoral division of labor. Each ethno-racial group dominated specific
sectors of the economy and lived in racially pure enclaves. The Chinese lived in
urban centers and dominated the mining industry and entrepreneurial enterprise.
The Malays were identified with agriculture and primary activities but enjoyed
political supremacy. The Indians were employed primarily as cheap laborers in
the rubber plantations

Third: The British had a vested interest in preserving Malay control of
government and politics. However, by gearing Malay education towards
agriculture and denying them access to professional training (offered only in
English and not available in Malay), the British government effectively excluded
the Malays from certain economic activities and undermined their advancement.

British policies resulted in racially based economic inequities, racial segregation and set
the stage for racial tensions and the race riots to follow.
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Population Composition** in Malaysia

$acial Group/ | Malay Chinese Indians Others
ear

1937 34 35 12 19
1947 37 31 11 21
1960 45 30 10 15
1970 estimate 55 27 9 9

1999 estimate 60 27 9 4

** Demographic data may not be reliable and estimates may reflect government efforts to justify
socio-cconomic policies

After independence, strict immigration policies limiting Chinese and Indian
immigration while allowing Indonesian Malays to immigrate permanently or temporarily
have, yet again, altered the racial composition of the population. Itis estimated that about
one million Indonesians live and work in Malaysia. Other important factors that could .
help explain the dramatic increase in the Malay share of population are; variable fertility:
rates between racial groups with the Malay Muslims suspected of having higher birth rates
and larger families; and the inclusion of many groups, that used to be counted in the -
“others” category in the Malay category. The Malaysian government prefer to use the
designation of Bumiputra (sons of the soil) to include all the native peoples of Malaysia.

RACE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AFTER INDEPENDCE:

The Early Years (1957-1970):

Upon gaining independence, Malaysia —like other newly independent countries—sought
rapid growth and industrialization. This Laissez FFaire economic policy was rooted in
export-led growth that focused on the tin and rubber export sectors. Malaysia, like most
other less developed countries, pursued rapid growth, which benefited the urban economy
and largely ignored the agricultural rural sectors. Given the polyethnic nature of
Malaysia’s economy and the significant income inequalities, which existed at the time of
independence, Malaysia’s economic policies of the late 1950s and 1960s resulted in
widening the income and wealth gap between the Malay and Chinese communities.

The mean income of the Malays in 1967 stood at 134 RM while the mean for the Chinese
was 288 RM. By 1970, the mean income for the Malay rose to 170 RM compared to 370
RM for the Chinese. Malay/Chinese income ratio actually decreased in the early years as
Chinese income rose at a faster rate than Malay income. The ratio worsened from 47% to

6
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46% in the period. The Malay majority’s hopes for reaping the benefits of development
were dashed. Inequities increased rather than decreased while the Malays dominated the
government and politics. The non-Malays resented the Malay political primacy and
government efforts to raise the standard of living of the Malay majority. The country was
polarized along ethno-racial lines; the Malays demanding their “rightful” share of the
economic pie while the non-Malays, especially the Chinese, resented the erosion of their
economic position due to policies favoring the Malays. The stage was set for the race riots
of 1969. The mutual resentment and discontent boiled over in vicious riots in May 1969.
The riots forced the government to change economic policies and take serious measures to
address the issues of poverty, income inequalities and sectoral imbalance.

THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY (1970-Present):

Malaysia, some twenty five years before South Africa, pursued a dual policy of
improving the socio-economic standing of the native majority while protecting the rights
of the minority whose capital, entrepreneurial skills and skilled labor are essential for the
development and economic well being of the whole country. In 1971, the Malaysian
government announced a dramatic shift in economic direction with the adoption of the
New Economic Policy (NEP).

The NEP’s main objectives were promoting national unity and addressing the
economic inequalities created by the pluralistic colonial economy. This was to be
achieved by:

First: Eradicating poverty by raising income levels and creating jobs.

Second: Restructuring society to end the poly-ethnic economic regime (the
identification of race with certain economic sectors/functions). The policy also
aimed to end the geographic segregation, which resulted from the race-based
division of labor.

The eradication of poverty strategy included various elements. The provision of
subsidies for the poor to improve their quality of life. This was to be accomplished
through the provision of affordable public housing, subsidized public utilities,
government-provided affordable health and social services. Another important element
of the program was the provision of training opportunities for the poor and enhancing
their access to education so that the poor could move into higher paying skilled jobs. In
the area of agriculture, the government was to provide land, irrigation water, improved
seeds, training and technical assistance and improved access to credit and financial
services. The modernization of the agricultural sector would substantially increase
productivity and thus lift the farmers out of poverty.

The government had envisioned that the poverty eradication program, combined
with rapid overall economic growth, would result in raising the “Bumiputra” share of the
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national wealth without alienating the immigrant population or severely undermining
national unity. It is crucial to understand that the New Economic Policy was directed at
the peninsular population with the Malays being its primary beneficiary group. The
other Bumiputra groups (Malays and some 65 other native groups) in Sarawak and Sabah
were not accounted for in the original NEP program. Intra-race inequalities were not a
priority either. Addressing the economic grievances of the Peninsular Malay was the

primary objective of the

“Positive Discrimination” agenda of the NEP.

Poverty and Race in Peninsular Malaysia

Year 1976 1976 1984 1984 1987 1987
Racial #of % of #of % of # of % of
Group House- house- Houses in | house- Houses in | house-
holds in holds in poverty holds in poverty holds in
poverty poverty poverty poverty
Malay 519,400 75.5% 389,000 81.0% 393,500 81.7
Chinese 109,400 15.9 66,000 13.8 61,700 12.8
Indians 53,800 78 25,000 5.2 26,700 5.5

(Reproduced and modified from Hashim’s 1997, p 53)

The table above clearly demonstrates that while both the total number of
Malaysians living in poverty and the share of population living in poverty have declined
substantially in the 1970s and 1980s; the Malay continued to account for a
disproportionate share of the poor.

Our limited interaction with various Malay, Chinese, Indian and other Malaysian
intellectuals and commoners led us to believe that there is widespread acceptance, if not
support, of the Affirmative Action policies of the government. Even the Chinese and
Indian communities seem to accept the notion that the Bumiputra must feel secure in
their land and are entitled to “positive discrimination” policies that would help level the

playing field.

The NEP seemed to have achieved both of its main objectives. Today’s Malaysia
is a more stable country with seemingly harmonious race relations. Racial enclaves are a
thing of the past and the pluralistic economy is giving way to a modern inter-racial labor
force as all races have access to economic opportunities. The Malays are no longer the
economic underclass and they do not feel like third-class citizens in their own homeland.
Through “Positive Discrimination” policies, access to educational opportunities for the
Malay community has improved significantly. The Malays accounted for only 30
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percent of University Students in the 1960s, their share has jumped to 60 percent in the
1990s; a number that corresponds to their relative share of general population. Perhaps
the most revealing and supportive fact of the program’s success is the overall decline in
poverty. Overall poverty rates have declined from 40 percent in the 1960s to about 13
percent in the late 1990s ( Thangarelu 1999).

Peninsular Malaysia’s Poverty by Racial Grouping

Year/ 1976 1984 1987
Racial Group % of Group % of Group % of Group
living in Poverty | living in Poverty living in Poverty

Malay 46.4 25.8 23.8
Chinese 17.4 7.8 7.1
Indians 27.3 10.1 9.7

(Data tabulated from Hashim’s 1977, Table 2.8)

Meanwhile, income for all groups has increased substantially and all races
experienced a marked improvement in their standard of living. Malay income, as a ratio
of Chinese income, increased from 45% in 1973 to 47% in 1979. The improvement
continued in the 1980s as Malay income rose to 57% of Chinese income in 1984 and to

61% in 1987.

- Mean Income for Selected Years

AV A e e e e e e e e

(In Malaysian Rinngets)

Year/ 1970 1973 1976 1979 1984 1987
Racial

group

Malay 172 242 345 513 852 868
Chinese | 394 534 787 1094 1502 1430
Indians | 304 408 538 776 1094 1089

(Reproduced from Hashim 1997)
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Even the alarming disparities between urban Malay

rose from a mere 4

'Mean Income for Selected Years (In Malaysian Rinngets)

sians and Rural Malaysians
have narrowed over the same period. Rural income as a percentage of urban income

7% in 1970 to 52% in 1979 and to 58% in 1987.

Disparities between Urban and Rural Malaysians

Year/ 1970 1973 1976 1979 | 1984 1987
Urban | 428 570 830 1121 1541 1467
Rural 200 269 392 590 824 853

(Reproduccd from Hashim 1997. page 57)

The Politics of Accommodation seems to have succeeded in addressing the racial
inequalities and the de facto segregation that existed in Malaysia. Malaysia may yet
serve as an example for other newly independent countries that seek to maintain stability
while addressing the serious socio-economic problems perpetuated by their colonial
legacy.
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There is always a danger in drawing conclusions and advocating a
point of view after a six-week visit to any country with vast regional
differences, but I feel it is necessary to reflect on my study of education
issues in Malaysia and Singapore, not only to share my concern for this
issue but to help others who are interested in this field to realize that
both America and Southeast Asia are seeking ways to improve their
educational systems. All too often, U.S. educators believe Southeast
Asia has found the solutions to problems in education, but the truth is,
we have common concerns and similar dilemmas. I sensed such passi'on
and caring in the people I encountered during my summer abroad that I
am even more aware of the need for further discussion on the part of
Western and Eastern educators as they search for solutions to today’s

education issues and become more globalized.




Basically, the Malaysian education system consists of primary school and
five years of secondary school, which is almost cost-free to residents of the
country. The Malaysian government spends 22% of the national budget on
education, and university education is subsidized almost to 90% (1). In
addition to this phenomenal support, education issues are regularly and
extensively covered in the country's major newspaper, the NEW STRAITS
TIMES. Although I had limited access and time to interview “experts” in
education, I found in Malaysia that the teaching profession is a respected one.
Like the US, (IT or informational technology) is rapidly being introduced to
most classrooms in an attempt to make students competitive in the global
marketplace. Because of this intense interest in and support of education in
Malaysia and because the topic promises to be the number one campaign issue
in America during the coming election, I wish to juxtapose both the
similarities and differences I found in the education programs of the two
countries. I hope that this paper will encourage further visits between the two
nations as educators discuss these vital issues. Following my very subjective
observations, I cite examples from the newspapers I read while in the country
to concretely prove that our conc.ems transcend borders for each of the
enumerated issues was being addressed in the US media as well during the

summer of 1999.



I owe special thanks to Wilson Henry, journalist for the Sunday Mail and
education reporter of the New Straits Times for spending so much time with
me reviewing my observations and checking for accuracy. He, too, realizes
that these issues are important to educators from both countries as we attempt
to improve classroom instruction.

I would like to dedicate this paper to those at MACEE (Malaysian
American Commission on Educational Exchange) who made my summer such
a beneficial learning experience: Executive Director Andrew Kramer;
Program Manager Kala Kovan and her staff; Hyacinth Gaudart, Head of the
Co-curriculum Section, Education Dept., Universiti Malaya; and also to the
Minister of Education in Penang, His Excellency Dr. Toh Kim Woon whose
insight and vision of education in the 21% century is truly to be admired and
one that should be emulated by every US candidate in our nation’s upcoming

elections.

(1) Hashim, Harum, "Provide Four Years of College Education," THE SUN,

7/22/99, p. A2.




Similarities

Teachers

1. In a country that is spending 1.2 billion on IT (Informational Technology),
a shortage of teachers exists particularly in that field, as it does in the US.
"Since Singapore has a population of only 3.5 million people, one can see that
there is a definite need for international teachers," according to the University
of Singapore's Assistant Director Mrs. Elice Lim, Office of University
Relations (4/8/99). Moreover, Malaysia actively recruits teachers from abroad
for short-term as well as three-year contracts to teach in such fields of
shortages; i.e. engineering, physics, calculus, IT, etc.

2. Teachers belong to unions. In Malaysia, the National Union of The
Teaching Profession falls under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education.
It charges teachers SRM ($1.36) a month to belong, provides death benefits,
awards scholarships for members' children, offers insurance policies, and
employs an ombudsman. There are 280,000 teachers in Malaysia and 16
separate unions that fall under this NUTP umbrella organization.

3. The number one reason teachers choose the profession is the available

vacation time. The other reasons are less lengthy work days and the proximity
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to school for shorter commuting time. Like the US, a widely held perception
exists that teachers teach for lack of something better to do.

4. Incentives are being offeréd to older teachers to retire. These older
teachers advise younger members about the pitfalls of the profession and
serve as their mentors, although they are not paid as are some teacher mentors
in the US. Khadijah Tifla, a student in tile Master's Program, said her parents,
both teachers, told her not to stay in the profession, but to get an MA and do
something else. They both retired at 55 years of age, the compulsory
retirement age for Malaysian civil servants. Tifla told me about 30 of her
classmates who went to the UK to get their English degrees, and when they
returned, 15 left the profession immediately. (Interview on 7/20/99)

5.In my host's school, only one male taught in the English Department of 12;

and out of 100 faculty members, there were only two males who were both

aspiring to become administrators. (Interview on 7_/24/99)

6. Overwhelmingly, teachers are female (80-90% as compared to 73% in the
US). Grants are offered for professional growth by foundations; Ford,
Camegié, and Fulbright are examples, but in Malaysia, participants are openly
selected on the basis of ethnicity whereas in the US, the selection process is
often completed in secrecy with hidden criteria. These grant programs work

because the "Malaysians then become more sympathetic to the US
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government," according to Dr. Cheah Oi Ping, Associate Professor, Faculty of
Arts and Social Sciences at the Universiti of Malaya (7/19/99).
7. Teachers often reward their students with sweets, pencils or small gifts for
good behavior or improved test results.
8.The input of teachers is seldom sought and often ignored in policymaking.
9.The respect accorded to teachers is declining as pupils know more about IT
(Information Technology) than their teachers. Consequently, there is a need to
retrain teachers to make them more computer literate.
10. Very little dialogue and cooperation exists between college and secondary
teachers.
11.Teachers' salaries increase based on their degrees and their seniority, but pay
is generally low; for a beginning teacher with a four-year degree, it's 1,314 RM a
month or the equivalent of $369 with small increases for each year of teaching.
After many years, it could increase to 3,000 RM (OR $815), and after 12 years,
teachers may be considered for a promotion. After earning the two-year
certificate, as do most elementary school teachers, the salary is 915RM (or $245)
a month, and eventually with a Master's degree, salaries increase to 4,000RM (or
$1087) a month. Most desire to take their advanced training in the U.K. because
19 U.K. schools have "twinning" programs. In one instance, there were 6,000

applicants for such an advanced training program, but only 160 were awarded it.
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12. Increased demands continue to be made on teachers' time (such as patrolling
the halls, returning parents' calls and e-mails, etc.)
13. Teachers must cope with different ability levels and ethnic groups in the
same class.
14. Teachers are honored by a National Teacher Day each May, but the
extent to which it is celebrated differs. In Malaysia, teachers are honored with
gifts and festivities, and it is a non-teaching day of programs covered by the
media. In spite of the yearly directive given to parents not to buy presents for
the teachers, they do, and some educators get many gifts, some of which are
quite valuable.
15.Teachers' complaints are similar to vthose of US teachers. They say they
could earn 50% more if they worked elsewhere; they don't enjoy their jobs
anymore because of the large size classes, poor pay, and increasing difficulties
with students and parents. Teacher Visha (last name withheld) said, “I would
rather go to school than teach school because the days are long, and it's an
exhausting job." A math teacher in a Tamil School told me he wants to leave
and sell insurance, go into business or join the private sector. (Interview on
7/24/99)
16. Teachers must contend with some of the same discipline problems US

teachers deal with--truancy, fighting, tardiness, students watching too much TV
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or playing video games and not completing their homework--and the same
efforts are made to enlist parental support: call home, send letters, refer
problems to the administration, write contracts with the students, and refer them
for detention or expulsion. In one case, I was told that the teacher wanted the
student to wear socks instead of going barefoot in his shoes. The parent became
so angered that he opened the classroom door and threw socks in the room. In
another instance, a student was reprimanded for unclean fingernails. In a third
instance, the teacher cut off a student's bell-bottomed trousers, which are not
allowed in school, and the Sikh father returned with two friends to beat up the
teacher who hid in the principal's office to escape. In yet another instance,
Cynthia Nicolaus, a St. Thomas Mission School teacher in Kuching, which is an
all-boys' middle school, had her newly repainted car scratched. She thinks it
happened because she was particularly hard on a slower class of Malays. She
admits she gets nervous whenever they arrive in class because of their
misbehavior and low skills, so she often plays games with them. Her top
classes are a mixture of Chinese, Malays and Indians. Last year, she says, there
were so many fights between the Malay boys and the Chinese boys at the
school that the parents and the police were called, and the instigator was
transferred to another school. She also had a student who shoplifted at a local

store, but the police would not prosecute, and so she called the parent, who
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came to get the boy from school to take him home. She was sure he was
punished but was surprised the father showed little or no emotion about the
incident. The boy was assigned community service to clean-up around the
school. Teachers agreed that vandalism and property crimes have increased
because of the country's recent recession. Following all suspensions, the

student must return to school with his parents, as in the US.

Curriculum and Policy

17. Sex education programs are included in the curricula; however, the content
varies. In Malaysia, the information is presented in a sterile way, and the
emphasis is on human reproduction.

18. Selection of administrators is often made for political considerations.
"QOutsiders" are brought in for management reasons with little or no teacher
input.

19. Community Service Programs are being initiated in the more affluent school;
however, no mandate exists as it does in the State of Maryland in the US to
complete 60 hours in order to graduate from secondary school.

20. There is an increased emphasis on raising science and math scores and on

producing critical thinkers.
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21. Environmental Awareness Clubs are being initiated (i.e., Maleka River clean-
up). According to the Minister of Education in Penang, His Excellency Dr.
Toh Kim Woon, some areas are overdeveloped so real environmental
problems like erosion and pollution exist.

- 22. College Remedial Programs are being instituted to ensure success at the
university level.

23. Debates continue on the best way to teach writing and composition skills.

24. Business/School Partnerships are growing, but unfortunately, they are usually
short-term arrangements to enhance a company's public relations.

25. Schools are increasing their commitment to multi-culturalism. It is generally
agreed that the most genuine multi-culturalism exists in Sarawak, but 80% of
Malaysians don't even visit there. Country-wide, secondary schools are
mixing more elements of various cultures, and more experimental theatrical
performances can be found at the secondary level.

26. Drug education programs are becoming successful due to the involvement
of doctors, reform or rehabilitation centers, and police.
27.There is an increased emphasis on parenting skills and raising students' self-
esteem.
28.The results of school ranking and test performance scores are published in thé

local papers; schools are ranked according to test results.
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29.Students are wait-listed for the best private schools. With 90% of the schools
government supported and 10% private, one can imagine the competition to
enter a private institution. According to Mrs. Lenie Cho, 1¥ Vice Principal of
the Anglo-Chinese Independent Residential School in Singapore (7/12/99),
"The top schools are single sex, church related, and contain the best teachers
who are paid more than in government schools. In private schools, truancy is
very serious and offenses like stealing, fighting, and vandalism are punished by
caning behind closed doors by the headmaster.”

Jeremy E. Abrahams, Group Product Manager of Glaxo Wellcome
Malaysia Sdn. Bhd. admitted that he'd like his four-year-old daughter to go to
Catholic or private school depending on its cost. (Interview on 7/5/99)

30. PTA groups play an important role, especially in good schools, but the
emphasis is different than in the US. In Malaysia, males are most likely the PTA
presidents. According to Mrs. Cho of the Anglo-Chinese School in Singapore
(7/12/99), “The PTA serves more as a parents' support group because they meet
once a month for planned activities. They also don't want a complaint group, so
they squelch the rumors and gossip that may start.”
31.Schools often become second homes for students, particularly after school
hours and on Saturdays. Students in Dr. Fatimah Hashim’s remedial summer

camp for the improvement of English wanted the camp to be two-to-three
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weeks in duration instead of one. "They loved the contact with other students
and the choral speaking activities," says Dr. Hashim. (Interview at the
Sekolah Menengah Kelana Jaya, SS4, Jalan Bahagia, 47301 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor, Malaysia, 7/22/99.)

32. Extra-curricular activities help increase a sense of school pride; i.e., the Bukit
Bintang G. School in Kuala Lumpur and the Convent Bukitnanas Schools are
noted for their fierce debating competition.

33. Socio-e;:onomic differences play a major role in a child's education, and
tremendous education gaps still occur acI:ross racial lines and from urban to
rural populations. The upper class is active and wants to educate their youth
abroad (in the UK or US). There is a long tradition of an Asian Scholars
Program in Singapore. However, when Dr. Fatima Hashim hosted a tea for
the parents of her remedial summer camp for the improvement of English for
8-14 year olds, only 14 parents attended. (Interview on 7/22/99)

34 Report cards contain the GPA (grade point average) of A, B, C, D and E
marks, and parent conferences are used as a method of student evaluation.
35.Enrichment, magnet and “smart schools” are being established with particular
emphasis on IT. The goal is for more students from rural and low income

groups to obtain tertiary educations.
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36.Parents must often choose between neighborhood government schools or
private boarding schools where costs are much higher. Chinese schools are
the most sought after.
37.At the secondary level, the differences between diverse cultures become more
clearly defined.
38.A common complaint is that not enough English is spoken in ESOL classes
and some students don't participate at all.
39. Administrators often inflate attendance reports to save teachers' positions
within a school.
40.Currently, there's great emphasis placed on IT training but not on the basic
instructional skills of reading, writing and arithmetic.
41.Reading programs proliferate, but reading scores are not improving because
students would rather spend time on the computer and watching TV than
reading. After "reading week initiatives," there's no follow-up.
42.Crime prevention programs are emphasized in the schools.
43.As the country's population ages, there is a shift in emphasis on support of
education. Malaysia has the third fastest aging population in the world with
an average six-year difference between men and women, according to Mrs.

Constance Singam, past President of the Association of Women for Action
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and Research (7/13/99). Thus, in future years, the emphasis on educational
concerns will no doubt shift to more discussion of aging issues.

44.Although British English is preferred, the curriculum in English classes
emphasizes grammar, reading, and the writing of reports, narratives, creative
writing, friendly and business letters, process writing, poetry, and the writing
of instructions.

45.The counterpart of magnet schools in the US are "smart schools" in Malaysia
designed for outstanding IT instruction and professional training in drama
and theatre or another "specialty."”

46. The curriculum is basically the same in private schools as in government

schools, but there is much more homework assigned at private schools.

Students
47. Students observe basically the same daily rituals of singing the National
Anthem, saying the pledge, raising the flag, and taking civics classes to
promote citizenship
48.Free meals are provided for needy students based on income level and
numbers of family members.
49. Non-immigrants often do not register for school.

50. Student input is ignored on teacher and course evaluations.
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51. Students are not usually held back if they fail a year of school.
52.Income polarization is occurring in both countries. In Malaysia, the Malay
students generally come from poor families, the Indians are in the middle,
and the Chinese come from upper income families, according to Asma
Abdullah, consultant and counselor of the Malaysian Institute of
Management (Lecture on 4/6/99).
53.According to Mrs. Lenie Cho of the Independent Anglo-Chinese School,
placement in the right primary schools often depends on these factors:
a. Siblings who already attend the school.
b. Parents who reside within the area.
c. Parents who are alumni.
d. Admission is approved through balloting or voting by others
enrolled.
e. Membership in the Methodist Church (or another religious
denomination if it is a "mission" school.)
54.According to AWARE's Mrs. Constance Singam, "54% of all parents in dual-
career families showed evidence of high work-family conflict, which no
doubt impacts the children." According to the book, THE THREE
PARADOXES--WORKING WOMEN IN SINGAPORE by Dr. Juan Lee,

Dr. Kathleen Campbell, and Dr. Andrey Chia, 1999 (Association of Women
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for Action and Research, Singapore, p. 168)," The majority of working
mothers with primary education and below take care of their children
themselves, compared to their counterparts with a university education
(16%); 26% of university grads expressed a preference for hiring a maid.
All groups revealed a preference for looking after their children themselves
or seeking help from grandparents both within or outside the home. Among
all children below 12 taken care of by child-care arrangements, 56% have
mothers in blue-collar jobs (p. 172). The better educated mothers tended not
to look after children themselves." Thus, child care is a similar issue for
women in Malaysia as it is in the US, and, as in the US, the extended family
structure is breaking down. Although children support their parents
financially, the children move away. Nuclear families are disappeaﬁng, and
families are breaking up at such a rate that the motto of today's youth might
be one frequently heard, "He who runs alone runs the fastest."

55.Like the US, parents are more actively involved in school if their children are
at the primary level. Interest wanes as the child gets older. On Parents' Day
or Report Card Day at the elementary level, 60% attend the parent-teacher-

student conferences.
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56.Education reform projects are being touted and discussed, according to the
Minister of Education in Penang, His Excellency, Dr. Toh Dim Woon. His
goals are to:

a. continue to advocate tolerance of others. But here the issue of
national identity is a problem for if the country were truly
multi-cultural, Islam would not have to be legislated.

b. sensitize people to those with disabilities.

c. conserve clean water and provide ample school supplies

d. ensure intergenerational equity for all ethnic groups

e. continue further education initiatives as long as federal policy is
not violated.

e. make sure students in grades 5-12 have IT exposure

g. promote the reading habit of “healthy materials” and build up

the library system

h. promote science and mathematics. "By the time students get to

the fourth year of secondary school, they have lost interest in

science and math, and we want to reverse that trend by providing
incentives like outings, field trips and experiential education."
i.establish a bureau of learning difficulties. "Those with physical

difficulties are being given attention, but we now realize that
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autism, dyslexia, and learning problems exist, and we are fighting
the stigma of dealing with such difficulties."

j. a PACE Program of continuing education is being set up.
Educational talks are given every Sunday afternoon that can be
attended by the public.

k. A coorciinating committee is being established to increase the
dialogue between institutions. “Pre-school educators need to be
better trained; we need to entice more males into the profession,
increase the pay of all teachers, and stop the drain of personnel into
other opportunities. So many are leaving for the private sector that
we have a 'brain drain.' I suspect teaching isn't even the first
choice for most women. We also have to encourage one year of
training beyond the BS degree before people become teachers.”

(Lecture on 7/31/99)

Differences

Teachers

1.Teachers are under contract to the State of Malaysia. Those who teach at the
elementary level have a two-year certificate, and when they complete four-years

of higher education, they go on to teach at the secondary level. Teachers do not
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want to be sent to Sarawak as they find it too rural. If they break the State's
renewable contract of five years' duration, they have to pay, so some leave the

profession altogether.

"In light of the teacher shortage in Sarawak and Sabah, the policy of
being posted there will be contifqued in spite of the fact that some
women teachers get married just before leaving to évoid being posted
there. Nine growth centers in Sarawak are identified as potential
Smart School sites to be equipped with modern facilities because
there's no other way for Sarawak to move forward apart from
developing its human resources."

"Najib: Posting of Teachers to Sabah, Sarawak to

Continue," New Straits Times, 8/11/99, p. 6

2. Discipline problems exist but are handled differently than in the US. In
Malaysia, male students are caned for certain infractions, but only the
principal has the authority tb cane.

3. Awards are given to teachers. There are discounts and incentives earmarked
for teachers, especially during National Teacher Day in May during which no
classes are held, just programs and presentations honoring teachers.

4. Parents generally feel comfortable going to school to discuss grades and

behavior with teachers who are still quite respected. Teachers say 50% of
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parents are supportive and 50% are not. On Conference and Report Card Day,

approximately 50% attend.

. At retirement, teachers get a lump sum of 30,000 RM (or $8152) and one-half

of their teaching salary each year.

. Generally, English teachers at the secondary level “float” into classes and

give lessons but they are not responsible for grades and do not have the

paperwork that English teachers in the US must contend with.

Policy and Curricula

7. Extra-curricular activities take second seat to academics. There is no

such thing in Malaysia as sports scholarships, but more institutions of higher
learning are starting to evaluate extra-curricular activities as part of the "all
around student” profile, according to Asma Abdullah of the Malaysian Institute.
8. Classroom decorum is obvious. Students address teachers as "Sir" or
"Teacher" and slightly bow following the greeting. Students offer teachers help
when carrying books.

9. Islamic and religious values are taught in schools although the moral
education classes I witnessed consisted of defining words like "justice,"

"integrity," "honesty," and "virtue," and choosing the correct answer to scenario
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situations that admittedly do not fit reality; i.e. "You have an uninvited guest
appear. Where would he sleep?”

a. guestroom b. maton floor c¢. you give up your bed

(“A” is the answer although few really do this because usually one is not
available.”)

(See article at end of paper called, “This Is How We do It,” NEW STRAITS
TIMES, 7/23/99, p. 3.)

10.  Approval of material is required before use in class, censorship is
accepted, and teachers are not allowed to be actively involved in politics or to
criticize State policy in their classes. Federal.control of curriculum and
education policies lies totally within the Ministry of Education

11. Twenty-two percent of the National Budget is spent on education including
many overseas scholarship programs; i.e., 110,000 graduates from Australia and
the same numbers from the U.K and the US. Many are also trained in Arabia.
Universities belong to the government because it subsidizes 98% of their costs.
According to the Finance Minister, Yang Berhormat, and Honorable Mustapa
Mohamad, 1st Minister, Ministry of Entrepreneur Development, Kuala Lumpur,
"There is a state of crises in higher education for universities must meet a
market demand, the continued demand for quality, and government policies to

be eligible for their financial support.”
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12. Standardized exams come from the UK, which is the guardian of
standards and testing. Malaysia’s placement series of tests are even
administered at the primary level. To understand the impact of the relationship
with the UK, 90% of university faculty in Malaysia have studied 0~verseas,
mainly in England.

13. The lecture method is most widely used in spite of lip service paid to
cooperative learning and the fostering of creative thinking. However, there is
an attempt to move away from evaluation by exam and place more emphasis on
demonstrating critical thinking skills through creative project design. However,
in the US, there is an increased emphasis currently being placed on testing.

14. Class size is greater than the US at the secondary level with 40-45
students in a class.

15. Education is not compulsory, but most (86%) attend, and most all students
have at least 10 years of schooling. However, drop-out rates climb (but still
remain at less than 5%) at the secondary level because of testing, and the
government does not enforce mandatory attendance. There's the perception that
all students come from the same background, and unfortunately, there's no

accounting for individual differences, according to Asma Abdullah of the

Institute.
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16. Special permission is needed from the Ministry of Education to teach a
course in English during the first six years of schooling because Bahasa
Malaysia is the required instructional language during that time.

17. There is less parental involvement because of the tight governmental
control of education policies. "Leave education to the schools" is most parents'
attitude. "Most parents work and are too exhausted to care," said Hyacinth
Gaudert, Head, Co-Curriculum Section of the Universiti of Malaya, "so
generally parents do not attend school functions or extra-curricular events."

18. The best schools are Chinese or what used to be church-related or mission
schools. Even though they are now considered "government schools,"
homework, longer school days, and better teachers are their benchmarks.
Teachers there; however, admit to feeling more pressured because of parental
demands so some leave for government school employment. Mission schools
are slowly losing their identity, and thus, teaching has suffered a drop in stature.
19. The average coverage of education issues in the papers is much more
extensive. (See attachments of sample lessons at the end of this paper.)

20. There are more language offerings at the elementary school level: Malay,
English, and one's own language or dialect. In Singapore schools, students

cope with a demanding curriculum and learn Chinese as well. Malay, however,



is the language of instruction at the public school level in grades 1-12, and

English is the second language.

Students

21. Uniforms are required at all schools, even the poorest, to eliminate peer
pressure for popular schbol wear.

22. No programs for special education or learning disabilities or for physically
and mentally handicapped are offered, so one father is moving his family to
Australia to obtain special services, and another professor left for the US to
teach because his son had a learning disability. He complained that no
accommodations are made for those considered "less than average." However,
the country does have schools for the blind and deaf. (Interview with parent on
7/24/99)

23.There is more homework for students and more emphasis on choral
speaking and singing than one would find in a US school.

24.Students buy their workbooks and textbooks for nine or ten subjects.

25. Parents' most frequent complaint of teachers is that there is too little
homework, and children should be expected to complete research projects.
Unlike the US, students say their real work begins when they are home after

school completing assignments.
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26. Within higher socio-economic groups, there is increased pressure to go
abroad to a name school for at least a semester to a year for study. The students
claim they then have more freedom, more choices of classes and more career
enhancements; 18-20,000 students a year study in America. According to
Asma Abdullah, students leave fof these reasons, "Their parents can afford it,
many more choices of courses can be found abroad, particularly in the US, and
often, when the students do well in the US, they stay and tell others to come."
27. Malay children mature faster socially than intellectually," says Mrs. Asma
Abdullah. "In the US, you teach them to be vocal and argumentative. Here,
students don't distinguish themselves in class. They have the 'tall poppy
syndrome,’ where they feel a sense of helplessness and loss of control and
prefer communal group projects. But when they are frustrated, they ‘blow up!’
Even the word 'amok’ is from the Malay language. When they go abroad, they
are surprised to learn that there's more than one interpretation to a piece of
literature, or they are surprised when they are encouraged to express
themselves. They ask, 'Do you really want us to think and apply the material to
other fields of knowledge?""

28. To ease overcrowding in 500 of the 10,000 total government schools,
classes are held in two shifts: morning (7:30-1:30) or afternoons; 500 new

schools are being built to keep up with growth.
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29. Pupil awareness of current events that occur overseas is more extensive.
The Finance Minister, Honorable Mustapa Mohamad, 1* Minister, Ministry of
Finance and Minister, Ministry of Entrepreneur Development, Kuala Lumpur
said, "The students know more about what's happening in the US than what's

going on in Malaysia."

Examples of the above issues were found in the

following publications:

No Teacher Input

Education policy makers do not value input from teachers
and practitioners. In the US, it has long been the view that
curriculum is set from the "top down"--that teachers, students,
and parents have little say about what's being studied at what
level, and that institutions like the Department of Education
rarely if ever ask for input from the teachers.

In Malaysia, Education Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun

Razak said there is no need for a radical change in the country's
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curriculum but those who have opinions can submit their
suggestions. This comment was prompted by a proposal by the
National Union of Teaching Professionals that a special
commission be set up to revamp the present educational system
which has failed and is outdated. S. Siva Subramaniam, the
NUTP Secretary General, said the commission should be headed
by academicians from local universities and other non-
governmental organizations. But the Minister of Education
contended, 'We are looking at the curriculum which we always
. strive to improve."(2)

Not long after this article appeared, the List of Books
Approved for Secondary School Students was published in the

New Straits Times (7/23/99), p. 8.
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List of books
approved for
secondary
school students

Below is the list of novels, short stories and poems ap-
proved by the Education Ministry for the literary diet of
secondary school students.

Novel

Form 1: No novel just short stories and poetry.

Form 2: Potato People (Angela Wright)-unabridged, Rob-
inson Crusoe (Daniel Defoe)-retold, Phantom of the Op-
era (Gaston Leroux)-retold, translation.

Form 3: Walkabout (Vance Marshall)- simplified, The
Prisoner of Zenda (Anthony Hope Hawkins)-simplified,
Dr Jeky! and Mr Hyde (R.L. Stevenson)-retold.

Form 4 and 5: Jungle of Hope (Keris Mas)-translation,
unabridged, The Return (K.S. Maniam)-unabridged, The
Pearl (John Steinbeck)- unabridged.

Short stories

Form 1: The Pencil (Ali Majod)-translation, How Dalat
Got Its Name (Heidi Munan), Of Bunga Telur and Bally
Shoes (Che Husna Azhari).

Form 2: No short stories and poetry only novel.

Form 3: No short stories and poetry only novel.

Form 4 and 5. The Lotus Eater (Somerset Maugham),
The Necklace (Guy de Maupassant), The Drover’s Wife
(Henry Lawson), The Sound Machine (Roald Dahl),
Looking for a Rain God (Bessie Head). IR
Poetry 7."!(.‘;‘;.."';. .
Form 1: Life’s Brief Candle (William Shakespeare), The
Dead Crow (A. Samad Said)-translation, The Lake Isle of
Innisfree (W.B. Yeats). AP

Form 2: No short stories and poetry only novel:

Form 3: No short stories and poetry only novel.

Form 4 and 5: If (Rudyard Kipling), Sonnet 18 (William
Shakespeare), Si Tenggang's Homecoming (Muhammad
Salleh), Monsoon History (Shirley Lim), The Road Not
Taken (Robert Frost), There's Been a Death in the House
Opposite (Emily Dickinson).

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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(2) "No Need for Radical Change in Present Educational System,"

New Straits Times, 7/21/99, p. 3.

Programs Initiated from the Top Down
Similar to our county's "Success for Every Student" and the

national US education plan titled "Goals 2000," whereby new
initiatives receive little student-teacher-parent-input prior to
implementation, Malaysia is no different. Shocked at the
National Literacy Survey finding in 1996 that the average
Malaysian reads only two books a year, the Education Ministry
devised the Nadi Ilmu Amalan Membaca or Nilam program for
schools that will train students to "become a brigade of little
soldiers who will infiltrate the enemy's army barrier (the
uninformed non-readers) and convert them into loyal followers."
This reading revolution is visualized as sweeping through
schools, "majestic and unstoppable, destroying everyone who
dares defy its force." It also attempts to "formulate a

comprehensive framework to make reading more fun" and gives
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awards to students based on the numbers of books read, thus
motivating them to read more. The awards will be recorded on
the report cards, and students will receive certificates and
testimonials. The program is to encourage students to help
others read. The topmost level is for students who have
successfully read 100 books and shared them with others
through storytelling, book discussions and reading partnerships.
The reality is that most schools have not even started the
program and others are only beginning. Such delays threaten to
"fade out" the program. The biggest hitch is said to be the
economic downturn which made a national launch impossible.
An appeal has not been submitted to increase the book allotment
funds, which is based on the numbers of students. Currently, it
is 2.50 RM ($ .68) per primary pupil and 5.99RM ($1.63) in
secondary school. “The allocation should be doubled based on
the current price of books. Some schools do not fully utilize the
money, or they misuse their book grant money. The PTA should
assist the program, but many parents aren't aware of its
existence. The private sector should play a bigger role as ‘future

generations will make or break’ any reading initiatives. Schools
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can even produce their own reading material by having the
teachers select the best student written essays and compile them
into a book. They can create scrapbooks on different topics and
offer back issues of newspapers and magazines. Parents should
also create a reading environment at home, buy boqks instead of
toys and take the children to Hbraries or bookstores. In rural
areas where this is not possible, it's the state unit's
responsibility. Teachers should monitor cheating and forgery
among students and adopt different techniques to ascertain if
they've read the required books.”

But various teachers comment:

Read storybooks? It's hard enough to get them to read their

textbooks.

It's o eacy to cheat. Studente only read the eummary and copy it. They don't have
to read the book.

Two Kula Lumpur‘ primary HEADMISTRESSES said, "I don't
even have enough teachers to go into classes and teach, so how

can we run a complex program like Nilam?"




"We haven't started the Nilam Progame because we don't
have enough books or teachers. The resource teacher is always

away on a course."(3)
(3) "Nurturing the Reading Habit," THE SUNDAY STAR, 8/8/99,

P. 2-4.

FOSTERING READING PROGRAMS

All homes should have a library no matter how small to
encourage family members to read. This year's National Reading
Month was launched to encourage parents to set-up mini-
libraries in their homes. Education Minister Seri Najib Tun
Razak said, "We want reading to be a national passion among all
Malaysians" because research shows that children at the age of
two can already recognize the alphabet and can read if exposed
to interesting material. Based on a 1996 survey, only 41% of
Malaysian families have mini-libraries at home, and the home
environment and family play a big role in developing a person's

passion for reading. Then when a child begins school, reading
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will no longer be something strange. Many Malaysians are
literate but not interested in reading. The survey showed that
the literacy rate for Malaysians was 93%, and 87% did some form
of reading, but the goal is 100% literacy. There has to be an
attitude change towards developing reading and making it part of
an everyday routine. People can seek counsel in setting up such
home libraries from the National Library. There is no need for a
large space or expensive books. Only a small corner containing
cookbooks, photo albums, and instruction manuals will suffice.”

(4)

(4) Hayatudin, Hayati, "Set-Up Mini-Libraries, Parents Urged,"

NEW STRAITS TIMES, 8/12/99, p. 16.

Overloaded Teachers

The task of "looking after the safety of female students" is
another social task "entrusted" upon teachers in addition to the

tasks that already exist like "cleanliness, community service, fire
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control, anti-dengue campaigns, anti-drug campaigns, anti-
gangsterism campaigns, flood contingency plans, broken homes,
and poverty. For teachers to refuse to perform this ‘worthy
cause’ of looking after safety only makes them sound uncaring
and selfish.” But the teacher load keeps increasing every year as
they have to mark and f)repare lessons and "cater to a dynamic,
young, IT generation." Many teachers " are already suffering
from high blood pressure and nervous breakdowns. There
should be at least five extra teachers in each school just to look
into students' affairs." The author writes, "If we claim to be a
caring society, then it is about time we really start caring for the

overloaded teacher." (5)

(5) Cameluddin, Seremban, "Overloaded Teachers Need Help,"

THE STAR, 7/30/99, p. 11.

Teachers' Role

"Teachers are reminded to abide by their professional
code of ethics and not be seen taking part in politics," said

Education Ministry Director-General Datuk Dr. Abdul Shukor
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Abdullah. He was critical of teachers who work and are paid by
the government, but then "they teach people to hate the
government."

Another problem is that 30% of teachers have turned down

their postings to East Malaysia. (6)

(6) Abide By Your Code of Ethics, Ministry Reminds Teachers,"

THE SUN, 8/4/99, p. A6.

Some Groups are Poor Performers

The country's largest public sector employees, an influential
students' association and Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad have made a plea for teachers and parents to
work harder to make Malay students perform better in schools.

It was recommended that a government committee be set up to
study reasons for the students' poor performance. One reason

given was Malay students' diet; another was preoccupation with
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activities not related to "acquiring real knowiedge and achieving
scholastic excellence." It was agreed that this poor showing has

reached a critical level. (7)

(7) "Panel on Poor Show by Malay Students Needed," THE

SUN, 8/4/99, p. A6.

More Multi-Cultural Works Needed and

Reading Standards Need to Be Raised

In an attempt to raise reading rates and SAT scores,
Montgomery County, MD has mandated a summer reading list
for students in grades 9-12. Promoting reading and getting
today's youth to turn off television, video and computer games is
a concern to Malaysians as well.

An editorial in the NEW STRAITS TIMES titled "Nurturing
the Reading Habit," (7/24/99, p. 10) contends. "Reading is more

important than ever because well-read adults are crucial to a
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country which has just embraced e-commerce and other aspects
of high technology." It supports the Education Ministry's move to
make young Malaysians read more by including the works of
foreign and local writers in the reading list for secondary
students. "Older Malaysians recall devouring GREAT
EXPECTATIONS, ROBINSON CRUSOE, AND POEMS FOR
PLEASURE when they were young and what happiness these
books gave them, so students must be exposed to the literary
works of Shakespeare, Dickens, and Jane Austen to see the
English language in action, appreciate its delicate nuances, and
improve one's command of the language. It will help them to
think critically and not realize that the teacher's view of the world
is the only view. Young Malaysians also need to identify with
their roots so more original works in English by Malaysians
should be offered.

“Over the years, the standard of spoken and written English
has declined; non-fiction books should be promoted, and more
literature dealing with cultural or ethnic diversity will help the

young understand other races.
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“Parents must make the time and effort to read to their
children from infancy. If parents do not read, how can they

expect their children to do so?"

Promoting Reading of "Suitable and Quality Material"

"Youths should nurture their reading habit after completing
their formal education so that they will have an 'open perception'
of local issues," said Youth and Sports Minister Tan Siri
Muhyiddin Yasin. One of the objectives of vision 2020 (similar to
Goals 2000 in the States) is to create a knowledgeable society
that can "rationalize and think properly." Like many US schools
that are trying to promote reading habits by offering incentives
and awards, Muhyiddin set up Rakan Dewan in Kuala Lumpur, a
combination of several existing clubs involving literature,
academic knowledge and Malay documentary works. Cards will
be issued to members who would enjoy 25% discounts on books

and magazines and sporting events. (8)
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A parent's editorial pleads for promoting secondary
students' vocabulary and reading to improve pronunciation and
habitually the dictionary. "I clearly recall in the 1970's when
literature was a favorite subject with my schoolmates and me. It
was the one subject when we could argue the merits and
demerits of the plots, motives, allegories, and twists and turns of
the novels we were covering. For once, the teacher was merely
the facilitator and onlooker, while we took centre-stage in
enacting scenes from Shakespeare, analyzing the likes of THE
MAYOR OF CASTERBRIDGE, and learning to agree with each
other, disagreeably.

I would certainly love my children to enjoy their lessons the
way I did and not look at school as a torture that merely requires
them to 'regurgitate’ everything that's shoved down their throats."

9)

(8) "Muhyiddin: Youths Must Nurture Reading Habit," NEW
STRAITS TIMES, 7/31/99, p. 8.
(9)Banting, Naleeni Das, "Teach Literature in Primary Schools,

Too," NEW STRAITS TIMES, 7/28/99, p. 11.
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Teacher Training and Reading

A Cambridge College Johar Baru teacher claims,
"Students cannot be expected to gain proficiency in English just
by attending formal lessons in school. Classroom learning
should be augmented by speaking the language and reading
books and newspapers. Students will discover that reading the
newspaper can help them improve their language. It is an
effective teaching tool. So teachers at a workshop had a choral-
reading presentation and an introduction to newspaper
terminology, matched headlines with stories, looked for pictures
which depicted various facial expressions, and analyzed Letters
to the Editor. In small groups, they even engaged in a
"Scavenger Hunt" to skim, scan, and locate words and pictures.

(10)

(10)"Hail the Newspaper,"” NEW STRAITS TIMES, 7/28/88, p. 8.
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College Readiness and Remedial Programs

Colleges in both the US and Malaysia have long contended
that students are coming to their classrooms ill prepared.
Malaysia's Ministry of Education says that students will no
longer be taken into local public universities for matriculation
courses. Instead, they will be placed in matriculation centres
and private colleges approved by the ministry. A ministry official
said, "I do not want a scenario where lecturers for first degree
and post graduate courses are forced to teach matriculation
courses as well. Public universities should be left to concentrate
on their core bﬁsiness of teaching English, Information
Technology, nationhood, moral and Islamic Studies, and co-
curricular activities to help build a student's maturity and

cultivate physical and mental alertness." (11)

(11)Ling, Shok Suat, News Analysis, "Spotlight on Quality of

Matriculation Courses," NEW STRAITS TIMES, 7/22/99, p. 2.
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Emphasis on Science and Math Courses

Pleas are being made across Malaysia for more emphasis on
science and math courses to prepare the country to move into a
digital economy and to use more English because it is an
international language. Some parents were confused when
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad said there
should be a change in the curriculum and people needed to learn

Kesusasteraan Melayu (Malay Literature). Letters to the editor

appeared (i.e., M. Zin of Malacca wrote "Plan Carefully To Prepare
Students for the Digital Era," NEW STRAITS TIMES, 7/20/99, p.
11))

In Malaysia, policymakers are baffled by youths who show
great interest in science during their school years but fail to enter
science-related careers. Despite interest in science and
technology being the highest in youths aged 15-20 years, few
proceed further, according to the Public Awareness of Science
and Technology Malaysia 1998 survey. The tendency is for
interest to wane at a stage when tough decisions on future

careers are made, usually in the choosing of courses to take for
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higher studies. If such a trend continues, the nation will grapple
with a sharp decline in science majors in secondary and higher
education. The Multimedia Super Corridor and high tech
industries require such skilled workers. Only 2/3 of pure
science students will follow a career in science and technology,
according to the survey; 61% of students polled said they would
choose a career related to science while 84.5% of parents wanted
their children to enter science. Despite a positive attitude
toward science and technology, Malaysians' literacy knowledge
and understanding of science are still low. Many feel that efforts
should focus on average students with a potential for science and
those in rural areas with limited exposure and access to such
information. The survey also found that the majority of stud¢nts
in the science stream were Chinese. Science subjects are
perceived to be tough even though the position of scientists in
society is not highly regarded. However, the survey also found
that compared with other countries, the attitude of Malaysians
toward science and technology was second highest after the US.
The survey was taken to determine how Malaysians compare in

the global arena. Analyses of the results could shed some light
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on teaching and learning methods to enhance science learning.
It is expected that the Internet and mass media should play a
bigger role in science awareness, but science fairs, camps,
demonstrations, and visits to the National Science Centre and

National Planetarium will also be encouraged. (12)

(12)"Keeping Youths Focused on Science," NEW STRAITS TIMES,

8/3/99, p. 8.

Magnet Schools = "Smart Schools"

In Montgomery County, MD, Signature Schools and
magnet schools are popular. The growth of "smart schools" in
Malaysia is no different.

Education Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak is
submitting a working paper to the Cabinet on the "Smart School"
program in about 9,000 schools because of the growing demand.
The prograrh is being carried out in 90 schools at the present

time. He said the ministry had to come up with a plan to change
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the teaching methods in normal schools to that used in "smart
schools." (13)

The project will cost 300,000 RM ($81,522) over three
years. He said, "It is the Government's commitment to bring
about a big transformation in our education system which will
fully involve IT and telecommunications. It will result in a new
generation of students who have a higher ability to acquire
knowledge and improve analytical thinking. Smart schools will
enable students to practice self-accessed and self-directed
learning at their own pace. The multinational company from the
US involved in the project is EDS (Electronic Digital Services).
Schools will begin by having between 4 and 7 computers per
classroom, an average of 70 computers in 2 laboratofies, between
8 and 15 computers in multimedia laboratories and 30 computers

in the staff room." (14)

(13)"10,000 Condos To Be Built For Teachers," NEW STRAITS
TIMES, 4/25/99, p. S.
(14)"Smart School Project Takes Off With Signing of Contract,”

NEW STRAITS TIMES, 7/29/99. p. 2.
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Neighborhood Schools VS "The Best Schools’

"Many parents want their children enrolled in Singapore's
most popular schools and some have to travel long distances to
attend those schools, but we have to remember that
neighborhood schools have produced some of the best
Singaporeans. A school's academic results are not as important
as providing parental support. If we could have more actual
examples of the 'go-for-neighborhood-school' message come
across, then we might change the thinking of misguided parents.
Take, for example, the National University of Singapore's
professor who sends his daughter to Ping Yi Primary and the son
of a Minister who is attending Seng Kang Primary. Those are

good examples." (15)

(15)Yew, Sia Cheong, "Change the Thinking on Neighborhood
Schools," Commentary/Analysis, THE NEW STRAITS TIMES,

7/7/99, p. 39.
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Sex Ed for Youth--Sexual Abuse

Students must be taught at an early age that they need to
say to strangers, "Don't touch me." The National Unity and
Social Development Minister Datin Paduka Zaleha Ismail said
that children should be taught not to allow anyone to touch
certain parts of their bodies as one of the steps to prevent sexual
abuse.

The Malaysian Council for Child Welfare Vice-President
Datuk Dr. Mohd Sham Kassim said that a pilot programme run
by several schools is training teachers to teach their pupils about
which parts of their bodies are private and about "bad" and
"good" touches. Students are reminded not to follow strangers or
receive any gifts from them. But Universiti Malaya Social
Psychology in Education Professor Cheam Heng Keng commented
that in the West when the program was implemented, teachers
became hesitant to give a child affection for fear that such action

could be misinterpreted. (16)
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(16)Kamal, Hizreen, "More Study Needed on Don't Touch-Me-

Move," THE SUN, 7/22/99, p. Al0.

Sex Education and Unmarried Teen Pregnancy

"Sex education may help reduce the numbers of babies
abandoned by young unmarried mothers," said Senator Chew
Poh Thoi. "The numbers of cases where unmarried mothers
leave their babies in dustbins is increasing and something must
be done to reduce it." Senator Mastika Junaidah Husin said the
government should give some financial aid to single mothers with
low incomes. (17)

A forum was held called "Parenting Skills for A Happy
Family" to address the numbers of unmarried pregnant teenage
girls who give up babies for adoption. Miri District Officer Hy
Johari Bujang advised parents to take preventive measures by

building self-esteem among their children, teaching values, and

paying attention to their needs. He said the major cause of teen

pregnancy was the breakdown of the family as an institute and
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suggested that parenting skills should be taught by enéouraging
parents to be role models for their children and teaching them
values such as dignity, self-esteem, and honesty. Parents, he
said, are of three types: the autocratic, the authoritative, and the
laisse-faire. Teachers also need to be loving and caring toward
their students to build high self-esteem. “Parents should spend
quality time with their children to increase interaction and foster
a loving relationship with them. They should be problem solvers
and good listeners. Children from rich families seem equally
deprived of the love and attention of their parents as "money can

never buy love." (18)

(17)Hayatudin, Hayati, "Senator Proposes Sex Education at
Standard Six," NEW STRAITS TIMES, 8/4/99, p. 6.
(18)Bato, Lucas Jalong, "More Unmarried Teens Getting

Pregnant," THE BORNEO POST, 8/9/99. p. 5.
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Effective Writing Strategies

The Maryland Functional Writing Test was instituted in my
State of Maryland to assure writing competence upon graduation.
Malaysian students are also working on effective English writing
skills. Their problems are similar to those of my students.

(1) They have been conditioned to equate fancy writing with
good writing: they use flowery phrases, idioms and inappropriate
word choices (i.e. felicitous instead of happy)

(2) ‘"Inflating the Ego"--Students believe, "If nobody
understands what I'm talking about, then I must be intelligent."
(3) Need for conciseness. "Brief' to many means elementary
writing but students should be packing a maximum amount of
information into a minimum numbers of words. Students
overuse adjectives and adverbs. (i.e., phone = Alexander Graham
Bell's famous world-changing invention.)

(4) Students need good diction and should use specfiic verbs or
nouns to describe nuances of meaning. (i.e., "He paced," not "He
anxiously walked back and forth"; or "My mother is beautiful" not
"My mother is gorgeous.")

(5) Students should be original. The Malay language
emphasizes "peribahasa," but truly good English writers are not
interested in cliches. (i.e., "Don't waste your money" instead of
"Don't waste your money by saving it," or "Life is a bed of roses,"

instead of "Life is a bed of roses complete with thorns.")
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(6) Avoid random metaphors and similes which make a paper
sound pretentious. Figurative language should contribute to the
theme of the paper. (i.e., A good example is found in Annie
Dillard's essay "Living Like Weasels" to show renewal of our lives;
for example, "Our eyes locked and somebody threw away the
key.")

(7) Originality and revision are essential, but revision isn't
hitting the spell-check key. Students should see that the essay
addresses the posed question, that the structure makes sense,
that the progression is logical between paragraphs, and that the
paper has smooth transitions. Also students should ensure that
every paragraph pertains to the thesis statement. They should
edit out every adjective and adverb unless absolutely needed.
They should get rid of trite phrases by putting the paper down
and coming back to it with fresh eyes. If they revise immediately
after a paper is written, they're still experiencing creation
euphoria and are less objective. "Given time, there are always
parts that will change in our pieces, which is why we're all
sometimes embarrassed to read our old writing."

(8) Students should not edit on the computer. Revisions,
presentations, and reading the paper aloud enable the writer to
choose the best phrase. "Writing is a song between the creator
and the editor in us. When we write, the editor sings back-up

and the creator takes the lead."
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(9) Students should avoid last minute work. No matter how
excellent a paper, the revised version is better, so students
should avoid last minute work.

(10) Revision is a continual process. "Writing is the type of song
that never ends but fades out on the repeat chorus of revision,

revision, revision." (19)

(19)Kae, Yeong Siu, "How to Score Via Effective Writing," NEW

STRAITS TIMES, 7/24/99, p. 6.

Business-School Partnerships

A familiar cry in America is to advocate school-community
business partnerships, not only to help schools cope with
financial burdens, but to build good will and employee relations
with schools and to enhance a corporation's image.

In Malaysia, the government's move to introduce IT in
schools has received a lot of support from the corporate sector.
Carlsberg Brewery Malaysia Bhd. together with The Federation of

Chinese Associations Malaysia (FCAM) set up a computer
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education fund which has distributed 243 computers throughout
the country and provided loans to more than 120 college and
university students. (20)

The ESSO Production Malaysia also contributed to
developing pre-school education by setting up nurseries to allow
women to take jobs outside the home to supplement the family
income and improve the standard of living. More than 500
children in rural areas attend these nurseries when their
parents, mainly from lower income families, are at work. The
pre-school children are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic
and are provided with playground facilities, toys and books. The
teachers are trained by Kemas, a community development
branch of the Ministry of National and Rural Development.
ESSO also sponsors a "Smart Nursery" project which introduces
children to IT. (21)

AMWAY (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. initiated a community service
program that built up Tunas Harapan, a commune of six homes
on a 22-acre site in Kuala Selango that houses lonely and
abandoned children to be raised by foster families. Managing

Director Low Han Kee says his company offers financial
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assistance for the children's education, but they have turned
over the day-to-day operation to the supervision of the Welfare
Department. AMWAY also instituted a "Thanks Mum and Dad"
program for the elderly that adopts old folks’ homes, identifies
their needs and upgrades the facilities. The company's staff also
spends time with the elders and brings their children to visit. Its
new program "Giving Hope, Changing Lives" pledges to build four
units of houses in Tunas Budi for the elderly (those over 60) who
have no place to go or who have been abandoned by their
families. (22) The Kiwanis Club of Kuala Lumpur got involved in
another way by organizing two workshops for parents to help

prepare students for exams.

(20)"Carlsberg Chips In for IT In Schools," THE SUN, 7/22/99, p.
AS.

(21)"RM 16,000 Boost to Rural Pre-Schools," NEW STRAITS
TIMES, 7/23/99, p. 17.

(22)Matayun, Agatha, "Staying True to Caring Projects,"

SUNDAY STAR, 3/19/99, p. 7.
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Environment and Corporate Partnership

Recycling and Environment Programs are only beginning in
the Malaysian public schools. American schools have instituted
programs to educate the young about pollution and recycling,
but they have only just begun in Malaysia. The Southern Waste
Management Sdn. Bhd. has recently started going to schools to
teach the importance of recycling to reduce waste by 30% since
the bulk of rubbish is currently made up of household waste
(36%), papers and boxes (27%), plastics (17%), cloth (10%), metal
(4%), and other types (3%). Twenty schools (10 primary and 10
secondary) will participate in the pilot project and will start by
collecting and selling old newspapers. Executive of Operations
Abu Bakar Mohammad said that the proceeds will be given back
to the schools. (23)

College students are enrolling in courses on environmental
awareness that have been set up at Poring Hot Springs. The
University Malaysia Sabah Conservation Unit said the
participants are mainly from non-science disciplines, but these

courses will give them a chance to understand how scientists
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look at problems and also to help ecotourism which is a large
revenue earner for the State, as many tourist guides still do not

possess sufficient knowledge of environmental dangers. (24)

(23)"Recycling Lessons for Pilot Schools," NEW STRAITS TIMES,
7/24/99, p. 13.

(24) Kaur, Jaswinder, "Environmental Awareness Course is an
Eye Opener for UMS Students," NEW STRAITS TIMES, 8/11/99,

p- 14.

School Violence

As many US schools install metal detectors and revise their
student safety policies following the May shootings at Colorado’s
Columbine High School, Malaysia too copes with its own
problems. After two sexual attacks in schools last spring, patrol
cars monitor schools as early as 6:00 a.m. This action came

after parents reported flashers and drug addicts lurking near
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schools. In May, 17-year-old Audrey Melissa from Methodist
Girls' School was raped and murdered in an underpass near her
school. Students there decided to turn "vigilante" and guard the
tunnel which many used on their way to the school.

Parents in Kuala Lumpur contend that two schools covered
up incidents of assaults, and they were only informed when the
newspapers exposed the rape of a girl in a school restroom by the
gardener and anéther attack in a school restroom where the rape
was halted by the school bell. Sentul District Police Chief
Assistant Commissioner Abdul Hadi Mahmud said, "Withholding
information gave the impressions that the schools were trying to
hide the truth,” and added that such acts should be exposed to
the public so that their seriousness could be determined. In the
US, it was only after the media exposed criminal cases involving
schools that Congress came to know about the seriousness of the
cases."' The attacks have prompted the Malaysian Consumers
Centre to call for more concerted efforts to check the rising
number of sexual attacks and rapes. (25)

As is true in the US, "an incident happens, and the consciousness is

raised but then weeks later, complacency sets in. A lackadaisical attitude exists
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toward safety in the schools. The main gates are left open, and often there are
no security guards. Indifference spawns danger for those in their schools' care.
Within the parameters of the school fence, authorities must heighten the
awareness of children about their own safety. Crime prevention clubs,
stationing prefects and teachers at strategic points in schools, and scrutinizing
the credentials of security guards are a start. The Ministry's policy is to station
guards at night to look after the school's assets, but the children are the school's
and the nation's prime assets. It's not enough to have State education authorities
issue circulars and reminders to schools. There have to be spot checks, and a
shortage of funds should not be an excuse to shirk schools' responsibility.
Having a hotline linking schools to the nearest police station and hospital
should also be given consideration. The police should increase their
surveillance of schools, and local authorities ought to improve security in the
localities surrounding schools." (26)

Vandalism such as tearing down fences to create short cuts is an open
invitation to anyone with criminal intentions to enter schools. At Sekolah
Menengah Sri Serdang, students admitted they tear down fences to avoid taking
the long way to the main gate. School authorities repaired the fence, but in a

matter of days, it was torn down again. Students used the short-cut to go home
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or to frequent nearby market stalls. "Spotchecks indicate a glaring lack of
security at most schools, and most keep their main gates open." (27)

Stories of unspeakable horror are not only news in America. A man with
a “parang” entered a secondary school in Sekinehan and injured six pupils on
8/12/99. The parents were very concerned, but after he attacked the students at
the Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Yoke Kuan, teachers and passersby
punched on him, wrestled the parang from him, overpowered him, and handed
him over to the police. The six students, aged 14-16, suffered slash wounds on
their hands and bodies. The alleged assailant was a fisherman who entered the
school compound, set his motorcycle ablaze and then attacked with his parang

six students who passed by. No motive was known for the attack. (28)

Anti-crime clubs are being set up in view of the rise in
“gangsterism” and prostitution amongst pupils. The clubs should
comprise police, parents, school prefects, and teachers to make it
effective. Education Minister Datuk Seri Nejib Tun Razak said, “All
schools should treat crime prevention seriously as the Ministry wants
schools to be proactive in helping curb crime against students in light
of the recent molesting of several girls near their school bathrooms.

It is hoped that the clubs foster a working relationship among
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students, parents, and the police so there can be comradeship in
maintaining a peaceful environment. Juvenile cases are showing an
alarming increase and talks will be organized by police in what
aspects to look for regarding suspicious characters in the school
compound and in students roaming outside of school."(29)

The Education Ministry is reviewing overall security in schools
following a man’s running amok in a school, the burning of a school
in Kulai and the fire at SM La Salle in Petaling Jaya. The Minister
said officials need to examine school wiring, their relationship with
the police, and the ability of teachers to respond in emergency
situations. For example, in the parang-wielding incident,.some
teachers were so nervous that they even forgot the telephone number
for the police station. Although most acted “gallently to protect the
students, there was room for improvement, such as keeping cool,” so
it was suggested that hotlines be established with the closest police
station and anti-crime clubs be set up. It was noted that (in the above
incident) even though teachers faced the risk of attack by the

assailant, 10 persisted in following the man and warning students to
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praise. (30)

form of tattoo called ‘BLUE STAR’
is being sold to school chlldren
1t is a small piece of paper contammg
i blue star. It is the size of a pencil

. LSD.The drug is absorbed through the
skin snmply by handling the paper!

{They are also brightly colored paper
: attoos resemplpng postage stamps
ithat have the pictures of the following
on them: T

;- raser and each star is SOAKEDWITH |

move away. One even went to offer the man a drink to calm him
down while another wheeled a disabled student out of harm’s way.

These teachers went beyond the call of duty and were worthy of

Drug warnings have also been given to students in Malaysia. Below is
one that appeared in the Oct., 1998 PTA Newsletter sent home to parents in the

Anglo-Chinese School, Singapore.

WARN ING To Parents “

« SUPERMAN - MICKEY MOUSE

\"x « CLOWNS * DISNEY CHARACTERS

» BART SIMPSON * BUTTERFLIES
Each one is wrapped in foil. This is a
new way of selling acid by appealing to
young children. I{ your child.gets any
of the above, do not handle them These
- are known to react qwckly ar

BESTCOPY AVAILABLE
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(25) "Parents Rap Schools for Covering Up Sex Attacks,” NEW
STRAITS TIMES, 7/12/99, p. 9.

(26)"Safety of School Is Paramount," NEW STRAITS TIMES, 8/14/99, p. 10.
(27)"Acts of Vandalism That Can Boomerang," NEW STRAITS TIMES,
8/14/99, p. 7.

(28)Freeda, Annie, “Man with Parang Injures Six Pupils,” NEW
STRAITS TIMES, 8/12/99), p. 8.

(29)“Schools Urged To Expedite Formation of Anti-Crime Clubs,”
NEW STRAITS TIMES, 8/12/99, p. 16.

(30)Yee, Loong Meng, “Move to Boost School Security,” THE

STAR, 8/13/99, p. 4.

Raising Children

Pleas from child rearing experts are being made in Malaysia for
“encouragement and praise because pleasant words promote
instruction; harsh words stir up anger. The process of training a child
requires lots of patience. A child is constantly expanding his circle of
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confidence and meeting new and difficult situations. Parents should
give generous praise for a child’s efforts, focus on the positive and
e