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Abstract

Throughout its history, the American system of higher education has attempted to advocate the

development of potential. In part, higher education has achieved the development of potential by

adhering to the foundation of its educational mission: access and scholarship. Higher education

has accomplished this mission by expanding in areas such as diversity in enrollment and

educational legislation. Progression in these two areas has provided underrepresented student

groups, such as women, students of color, and international students, with access to educational

opportunities and the pursuit of scholarship.



Higher Education 2

Higher Education: In Search of Access and Scholarship

Throughout its history, the American system of higher education has attempted to be an

entity that advocated the development of potential. In part, higher education has accomplished

the development of potential by adhering to the foundation of its educational mission: access and

scholarship.

Many colleges and universities have maintained a consistent mission of developing the

potential of all students. However, it should be noted that higher education's systematic and

institution-specific support for the educational development of particular underrepresented

student groups, such as women, students of color, and international students, periodically has

been passive and/or deficient. Despite these impediments, higher education has endeavored to

achieve its mission by expanding in areas such as diversity in enrollment and educational

legislation. Progression in these two areas has provided underrepresented student groups with

access to educational opportunities and the pursuit of scholarship (Frankel, 1979; Westmeyer,

1985).

Expansion in Enrollment

Since the founding of the colonial nine institutions (1636-1769), higher education has

attempted to maintain a system of developing educational potential through access and

scholarship in the area of expansion in enrollment. As Hawkins (1985) notes "... the greatest

strength of our colleges and universities has been their flexibility" (p. 110).

Women

Oberlin College (1833), Wesleyan Female College (1836), and Judson College (1838)

were the first institutions to admit women into full bachelor degree programs. Allowing women
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into degree-granting, four-year institutions, provided them with the possibility of attaining the

knowledge and opportunities necessary for mobility within the changing, industrial society of the

1800s (Brubacher & Rudy, 1997; Westmeyer, 1985). As Hawkins (1980) explains, "They

[higher education] expanded enrollment at a time when society was issuing dire warnings of

female fragility, insisting that women's bodies were not tough enough for them to engage

vigorously in the life of the mind" (p. 112).

Students of Color

In 1774, Princeton was the first colonial nine school to admit an African-American

student. Further, in 1826, the first African-American graduated from an institution of higher

education. During the 1800s, Bowdoin (1826), Dartmouth (1828), and Oberlin (1833) were some

of the leading colleges to enroll African-American students. Religious groups such as the

Freedmen, the Egalitarians, and the Quakers established higher education institutions for

students of color such as Fisk (1866), Morehouse (1867), and the Hampton Institute (1867). In

1895, Harvard became one of the initial institutions to graduate an African-American doctoral

student: W.E.B. Du Bois. The access and scholarship that Booker T. Washington received from

the Hampton Institute allowed him to be the first African-American to found an institution of

higher education: Tuskegee Institute in 1881 (Brubacher & Rudy, 1997; Westmeyer, 1985).

International Students

The first reported international student enrolled at an American institution of higher

education studied at Yale in 1784. In the 1800s, international students often enrolled at Harvard

and Yale. These two institutions attracted international students because of their emulation of the

English system of higher education found at the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford. By the
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early 1900s, the German educational model, which introduced the ideas of the elective system of

study, graduate education, and fellowships, helped to increase the number of international

students enrolled within the American system of higher education (Barber, 1985; Brubacher &

Rudy, 1997; Rudolph, 1990).

Community Colleges

In the early 1900s, Saginaw, Joliet, and Springfield became some of the first junior

colleges, later known as community colleges, established in the United States. This institutional

type offered students a local, two-year post-secondary education. Community colleges provided

education, technical training, and certification to a large portion of the population who may not

have enrolled in four-year higher education institutions due to financial constraints, geographical

location, job obligations, or the practicality of curricula. Community colleges opened local

access and opportunities to education that had not existed previously for thousands of working

adults and part-time students (Brubacher & Rudy, 1997; Ratcliff, Schwarz, & Ebbers, 1994).

Ratcliff et al. comment on the significance of the community college:

The community college was proposed as a major entry point for the growing masses of

American citizens who wished advanced education beyond the high school. The push for

expanded educational opportunity came as women, minority groups, the handicapped,

those with little or no prior experience with higher education, ... surged forward in search

of higher education credentials. (pp. 8-9)

Educational Legislation

Further, higher education has maintained a system of developing potential through access

by proposing educational legislation for underrepresented sectors within American society. In the
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mid-1800s, the United States was experiencing a science and technology revolution, the

economic gap between rich and poor was increasing, and many people were leaving rural areas

for the promise of the industrial city. Higher education legislation offered many

underrepresented people the opportunity to become educated and participate in a new economic

order.

Morrill Acts of 1862 and 1890

The Morrill Acts of 1862 and 1890 granted land to states for the support of new higher

education institutions that emphasized agriculture, applied science, and the mechanical arts.

These acts, along with the Hatch Act of 1887 and the Wisconsin Idea of the early-1900s,

established field research, agricultural experiment stations, created practical academic disciplines

and curricula, and afforded extension services that offered the skills and knowledge needed to

compete in the industrial and science-oriented America of the twentieth century (Rudolph, 1990).

Brubacher and Rudy (1997) note about the importance of the land-grant concept "... every

American citizen is entitled to receive some form of higher education" (p. 64).

Higher Education Acts, 1944-1958

One of the greatest influences on higher education was the establishment of pro-higher

education legislation. The Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944, the Truman Commission of

1947, and the National Defense Education Act of 1958 provided underrepresented groups with

financial and legal support to attend higher education institutions (Brubacher & Rudy, 1997).

Civil Rights Act of 1964

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 had a large impact on higher education by desegregating

the system. This act deemed that higher education institutions, which received grant money from
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the federal government, could not engage in discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender, or

national origin. In addition, the Civil Rights Act assisted institutions in avoiding racial

discrimination in the areas of hiring personnel, student admissions, and the granting of financial

aid (Brubacher & Rudy, 1997).

Conclusion

Throughout the history of higher education, its mission has been focused on the

development of potential. The historical expansion of access and scholarship within higher

education in two areas, diversity in enrollment and educational legislation, has provided

underrepresented student groups such as women, students of color, and international students

access to pursue scholarship and opportunity. As Hawkins (1985) notes "... the calling of higher

education is the creation and sharing of knowledge.... this is the role to which it should be

committed" (p. 115).

8



Higher Education 7

References

Barber, E. G. (Ed.). (1985). Foreign student flows: Their significance for American

higher education. New York: Institute of International Education.

Brubacher, J. S., & Rudy, W. (1997). Higher education in transition: A history of

American colleges and universities (4th ed.). New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers.

Frankel, C. (1979). Higher education's social role. In H. Hawkins (Ed.), The emerging

university and industrial America (pp. 117-121). Malabar, FL: Robert E. Krieger Publishing

Company.

Hawkins, H. (1985). The American university and its publics: A historian's view. In H.

Hawkins (Ed.), The emerging university and industrial America (pp. 109-115). Malabar, FL:

Robert E. Krieger.

Ratcliff, J. L., Schwarz, S., & Ebbers, L. H. (Eds.). (1994). Community colleges (2nd

ed.). Needham Heights, MA: Simon & Schuster Custom Publishing.

Rudolph, F. (1990). The American college and university: A history (2nd ed.). Athens,

GA: University of Georgia Press.

Westmeyer, P. (1985). A history of American higher education. Springfield, IL: Charles

C. Thomas.



Reproduction Release

U.S. Department of Education
Office of Educational Research and Improvement

(OERI)
National Library of Education (NLE)

Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC)

Reproduction Release
(Specific Document)

I. DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION:

http://ericfac.piccard.csc.com/reprod.html

63-e &qs

ERIC

Title:

ittvI4EiLEDIACAOFACCESS---kkaWctitS&S.4)
Author(s): WINUER.
'Corporate Source: Publication Date:

"IITIZEPRODUCTION RELEASE:

In order to disseminate as widely as possible timely and significant materials of interest to the educational community,
documents announced in the monthly abstract journal of the ERIC system, Resources in Education (RIE), are usually made
available to users in microfiche, reproduced paper copy, and electronic media, and sold through the ERIC Document
Reproduction Service (EDRS). Credit is given to the source of each document, and, if reproduction release is granted, one of
the following notices is affixed to the document.

If permission is granted to reproduce and disseminate the identified document, please CHECK ONE of the following three
options and sign in the indicated space following.

The sample sticker shown below will be
affixed to all Level I documents

The sample sticker shown below will be affixed to all '

Level 2A documents
The sample sticker shown below will be affixed to

Level 2B documents

PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS

13 El: N -GRAN' BY

PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND
DISS EM INATE THIS MATERIAL IN

MICROFICHE, AND IN ELECTRONIC MEDIA
FOR ERIC COLLECTION SUBSCRIBERS ONLY,

FIAS BEEN GRAN BY 1

PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL IN

MICROFICHE ONLY HAS B1' 4.N GRANTED B1

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)-

Level 1 Level 2A Level 2B

t

Rr
t t

Check here for Level I release, permitting
reproduction and dissemination in

microfiche or other ERIC archival media
(e.g. electronic) and paper copy.

Check here for Level 2A release, permitting
reproduction and dissemination in microfiche and in

electronic media for ERIC archival collection
subscribers only

Check here for Level 2B release, permitting
reproduction and dissemination in microfiche onl

Documents will be processed as indicated provided reproduction quality permits.
If permission to reproduce is granted, but no box is checked, documents will be processed at Level I.

1 of 3 1/3/00 1:35 PM



Reproduction Release
r

http://ericfac.piccard.csc.com/reprod.html

I hereby grant to the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) nonexclusive permission to reproduce and
disseminate this document as indicated above. Reproduction from the ERIC microfiche, or electronic media by persons
other than ERIC employees and its system contractors requires permission from the copyright holder. Exception is made
for non-profit reproduction by libraries and other service agencies to satisfy information needs of educators in response to
discrete inquiries.

Signat Printed Name/Position/Title:

DAV= Wea-KE I ,
Organization/Address:

iowA sTvcre u.N3.0Eks
E.005- LiciccomARctiCafii-L-
A-PIES/ MA 5001(

Telephone:

_.__ __________us- acit-f taip.
Fax:

5/5 avi - cia 1-1_ _ ........_ __

E-mail Address:

&walker /4511e6
Date:

//3/oo

III. DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY INFORMATION (FROM NON-ERIC SOURCE):

If permission to reproduce is not granted to ERIC, or, if you wish ERIC to cite the availability of the document from another
source, please provide the following information regarding the availability of the document. (ERIC will not announce a
document unless it is publicly available, and a dependable source can be specified. Contributors should also be aware that
ERIC selection criteria are significantly more stringent for documents that cannot be made available through EDRS.)

Publisher/Distributor:

Address:

Price:

IV. REFERRAL OF ERIC TO COPYRIGHT/REPRODUCTION RIGHTS HOLDER:

If the right to grant this reproduction release is held by someone other than the addressee, please provide the appropriate
name and address:

Name:

Address:

V. WHERE TO SEND THIS FORM:

Send this form to the following ERIC Clearinghouse:

However, if solicited by the ERIC facility, or if making an unsolicited contribution to ERIC, return this form (and the
document being contributed) to:

ERIC Processing and Reference Facility
1100 West Street, 2nd Floor

Laurel, Maryland 20707-3598
Telephone: 301-497-4080

2 of 3 1/3/00 1:35 PM


