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ABSTRACT

This Kids Count report details statewide trends in the
well-being of Utah's children. The statistical portrait is based on 22
indicators of children's well-being, including: (1) prenatal care; (2) low
birth weight infants; (3) infant mortality; (4) child death rates; (5) child
injury deaths; (6) child abuse; (7) injury hospital discharges; (8) child
poverty rate; (9) school meals participation; (10) child care needs; (11)
health insurance; (12) adjudication rates; (13) school enrollment; (14)
pupil-teacher ratios; (15) per pupil expenditure; (16) dropouts; (17)
academic achievement; (18) teen births; (19) teen smoking and alcohol use;
(20) youth risk behavior; (21) teen chlamydia infection; and (22) teen
abortion rates. Part 1 of the report introduces state goals for children,
provides population estimates statewide and by county, and details findings
on selected health status measures for Utah counties and for 61 small
homogeneous areas within the state. This section also describes a simple
strategy for child advocacy. Part 2 of the report provides county and
statewide trend data for each of the indicators. The findings indicate that
the percent of women receiving first trimester prenatal care has decreased
and the percent of low birth weight infants has been increasing. There have
been decreases in infant mortality since 1996. The number of child abuse or
neglect cases have increased. There have been fluctuations in child death
rates, child injury deaths, and dropout rates. The report concludes with
suggestions for child advocacy. (KB)
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