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ABSTRACT

The Kids Count Data Book examines trends in the well-being
of Kansas children. The statistical portrait is based on trends in 22
indicators of child well-being, grouped into 5 areas: (1) economic
well-being--births to single teens, free school meals, family economic
assistance, child poverty rates; (2) physical health and safety--childhood
deaths, infant mortality, early prenatal care, immunization rates, low
birth-weight infants; (3) childhood care and education--Head Start
participation, child care availability, high school graduates pursuing
post-secondary education/training, births to mothers with less than a high
school degree, high school graduation rates; (4) emotional
well-being--out-of-home placement, teen violent deaths, reported and
confirmed child abuse and neglect; and (5) social behavior and
control--juvenile court filings, youth alcchol use, youth reporting binge
drinking, youth who have ever used drugs other than alcohol. Section 1 of the
data book, "A Roadmap for the Future," discusses the importance of early
childhood for future development and describes Kansas' investment in those
years through parent education initiatives. Section 2 consists of tables
detailing findings for each indicator by county and statewide. Section 3, the
bulk of the report, presents statistics for each county, a graphic and
narrative description of trends, and demographic information. Among the
findings, the report notes that for 18 indicators with reliable baseline
data, there have been improvements since the early 1990s in Head Start
participation, child care availability, post-secondary education, out-of-home
placements, and child immunization. However, there have been increases in
youth alcohol and drug use, juvenile court filings, and teen violent deaths
and declining rates of family economic assistance. The data book's appendix
includes information on indicator selection and data sources. (KB)
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from the original document.
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