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This manual provides guidance in the maintenance

requirements of primary education schools in Ireland, covering: roofing;

floors and walls;

doors and windows; external and internal finishes; heating,

plumbing, and drainage; electrical installations; paved and grassed surfaces;
and furniture and loose equipment. The basic considerations are covered for
each area followed by a list of the types of problems encountered, why these
problems arise, and tips for maintenance surveillance. Also included 1is
advice on work planning covering applications, appointing consultants and

contractors, and

key points on health and safety regulations. An appendix

contains grant regulations for minor works to national schools, and
maintenance checklist sample forms. (GR)

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made

from the original document.
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Fimishes - The most comomon problems (continued)

What goes wrong?

Why?

Matters for maintenance

Graffiti

Figure 5-03. Graffiti

v Asbestos products used as wall and
ceiling linings

v All readily accessible surfaces are

likely targets for the “graffiti artist”.

Vv See page 2-11

v Appropriate treatment will vary with
the material used and the surface
affected:

- Options include chemical removal
and mild abrasive.

- Treatment of the cleaned surface
with an anti-graffiti surface coating
will allow subsequent graffiti
attacks to be removed with hot
water pressure jets.

- In the case of persistent graffiti
problems, Boards of Management
might consider placing graffiti
maintenance contracts with a firm
specialising in such works. See
classified telephone directories for
listings of such contractors.

See page 2-11

All comments in this chapter are as applicable to prefabricated accommodation as to conventional buildings.

Pre-fabs are buildings too; look after them accordingly

June 1998

@ 108 @
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Finishes - The most common problems (continued)

What goes wrong?

Why?

Matters for maintenance

V' Carpets continued

V' Neglect of fibre-bonded carpets.

v Inadequate maintenance. Lack of
knowledge of correct maintenance
procedures.

Scrape up the excess with a
blunt-edged knife. Apply freezer
spray and scrape or brush out.

v Daily vacuuming with a rotary brush
vacuum cleaner is preferable. It is
essential to remove loose soil daily
because, if left to build up, it is much
harder to remove the dirt and can
‘damage the fibres.

Depending on the level of foot
traffic, the carpets should be
periodically deep-cleaned. The
carpets should be cleaned at least
every year, using high performance
hot water extraction equipment.
Cleaning frequency may need to be
increased for carpets in areas of
heavy foot traffic, such as corridors.

Always follow recommended maintenance procedures

Read what’s written on the tin

June 1998

116
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